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Missing Pets

MATTU - Male African Grey, wearing 
right leg band, was scared by a cat 
and flew away, says “Mattu/ babe/
babyko”, Barbar (Fawaz Garden/
Alosra/Oxygen Gym, 27/10/17. 
33308309

BELL - Male, 7 mos, white w a few 
beige spots, neutered, not wearing 
collar or ID tag, gate left open, Isa 
Town (near Ramez), 26/10/17. 
35305855

FLOSSY - Male Himalayan/Persian, 7
mos, not wearing collar or ID tag, 
gate left open-always returns - likely 
picked up by someone, Janabiya 
(block 571), BD20 REWARD for safe 
return, 26/10/17. 33511122

SMOKEY - Male Norwegian, 13 mos, 
escaped from home, not wearing 
collar or ID tag, may be microchipped-
but likely not locally registered, Isa 
Town (near Isa Town Mall), BD20 
REWARD for safe return, 26/10/17. 
33336733

Washington

A computer recovered 
in the 2011 U.S. special 

forces operation that killed 
Osama bin Laden contained a 
video collection that included 
kids’ cartoons, several 
Hollywood movies and three 
documentaries about himself.

The list of the videos was 
included in the release on 
Wednesday by the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency of nearly 
470,000 files found on the 
computer seized in the May 
2, 2011, U.S. raid on the al 
Qaeda founder’s hideout in 
Abbottabad, Pakistan.

It is the fourth tranche of 
materials taken from the walled 
compound where bin Laden 
and his family lived to be made 
public by the U.S. government 
since May 2015.

Materials that still have 
not been released are being 
withheld because they could 
harm national security, are 
blank, corrupted or duplicate 
files, are pornographic or are 
protected by copyright, said a 
CIA statement.

The copyright-protected 
materials include more 

than two dozen videos such 
as “Antz,” “Cars” and other 
animated films, the role-
playing game “Final Fantasy 
VII” and “Where in the World 
is Osama bin Laden” and two 
other documentaries about the 
al Qaeda leader, the CIA said.

“Today’s release of 
recovered al-Qaeda letters, 
videos, audio files and other 
materials provides the 
opportunity for the American 
people to gain further insights 

into the plans and workings 
of this terrorist organization,” 
said CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo. “CIA will continue 
to seek opportunities to share 
information with the American 
people consistent with our 
obligation to protect national 
security.”

The materials released on 
Wednesday are posted on line 
- here - in their original Arabic.

They include bin Laden’s 
personal journal and 18,000 

document files, about 79,000 
audio and image files and more 
than 10,000 video files, the CIA 
said.

The CIA said that the 
materials, like those released in 
the past, provide insights into 
the origins of the differences 
between al Qaeda and Islamic 
State, disagreements within al 
Qaeda and its allies, and the 
problems al Qaeda faced at 
the time of bin Laden’s death. 
(Reuters)

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Joel Indrupati

Wide Angle

The two major divisions of Christianity came together this 
week, on the 500th anniversary of that historic day when it 

was split into two.
“We begged forgiveness for our failures and for the ways 

in which Christians have wounded the Body of the Lord and 
offended each other during the five hundred years since the 
beginning of the Reformation until today”.

These words are from a joint statement, released on 31 
October 2017, by ‘Lutheran World Federation’ and the ‘Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity’ on the conclusion of the 
year of the common commemoration of the Reformation.

The official press release from the Vatican is here: 
http://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/
pubblico/2017/10/31/171031a.html

I found these words of ‘ecumenism’ – a principle of promoting 
unity among the world’s churches – appropriate and timely.

While there are many theologians who do not see the 
possibility of complete ecumenism - because a full common 
church doctrine seems unlikely - it is heartening to see that 
this joint statement also has the words: “It has become clear 
that what we have in common is far more than that which still 
divides us”.

To understand the division, however, we must go back 500 
years. It was on 31 October 1517 that an Augustine monk 
Martin Luther, apparently, nailed 95 theses on the church door 
of Wittenberg Castle in Germany.

He protested against the church’s sale of indulgences – 
somewhat like certificates of God’s forgiveness - and against the 
corruption in his Roman Catholic Church.

The influence of pope, the church’s head, at that time was so 
powerful and so far reaching, that almost all European kings 
were under papal authority. And, therefore, calling the pope and 
his administration wrong was akin to an unpardonable sin, in 
the eyes of the church. And needless to say, Martin Luther was 
soon declared a “heretic”.

That is why Luther had to hide and run from persecution. 
But, from various hideouts, he was able to translate the Bible 
into readable German. It had earlier been available only to the 
clergy; only in classical Latin.

But soon, along with Bibles, Martin Luther’s theological 
teachings were mass printed and circulated – thanks to a 
wonderful new invention, called the printing press, invented 60 
years earlier, by another German called Gutenberg.

Unlike the prevalent church doctrine then, Luther’s Protestant 
Reformation movement was based on five solae.  

Salvation of humans according to the Protestants was ‘Sola 
Fide’ (by faith alone), Sola Scriptura (by scripture alone), Solus 
Cristus (through Christ alone), Sola Gratia (by grace alone) and 
Soli Deo Gloria (Glory to God alone).

There was a new religious awakening into the understanding of 
the scriptures. But there was huge political power mongering too.

A case in point is the British History of that time.
King Henry VIII was unable to secure an annulment of his 

first marriage. So, reformation theology came handy in his 
rejection of papal authority, and in the formation of the Church 
of England in 1530s.

His two daughters, Queen Mary I and Queen Elizabeth I, 
from his first and second wives, had been bitter rivals. Mary was 
a Catholic. Elizabeth was a Protestant. They ruled England one 
after the other.

Queen Mary I executed scores of Protestant church leaders, 
earning for herself the gruesome title of ‘Bloody Mary’. And 
Queen Elizabeth I, when she came to power, took revenge by 
executing many Catholic Church leaders. Horrible times!

But, in 2017, we seem to be living in sensible times when both 
divisions of the church are saying “This pilgrimage, sustained 
by our common prayer, worship, and ecumenical dialogue, has 
resulted in the removal of prejudices, the increase of mutual 
understanding and the identification of decisive theological 
agreements”. 

Church History: The 
Big Split of 500 Years

SILVIE - Female Bikiface/Himalayan, 
2 yrs, spayed, very friendly/quiet cat, 
not wearing collar or ID tag, jumped 
off 3rd floor balcony, may have been 
stolen, Dar Kulaib (Hamad Town 
roundabout 22), 19/10/17. 33101086

ZUZU - Female Maltese, 4 yrs, wearing 
collar w name, normally goes out and 
comes back, may have been STOLEN, 
West Riffa (Jari Alshaikh), BD100 
REWARD for safe return, 29/10/17. 
34444144 or 37341431

Osama bin Laden 

CIA releases trove  
of Bin Laden’s files
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Syria forces near 
capture of Deir 
Ezzor city from IS
Damascus

Syrian government troops 
and allied fighters captured 

some of the last parts of Deir 
Ezzor city from the Islamic 
State group yesterday, state 
media and a monitor said.

Syria’s army has been 
battling inside the city since 
September, when it broke a 
jihadist siege of nearly three 
years on government-held 
parts of the provincial capital.

Syrian state media said 
Thursday that the army and 
allied fighters had captured 
three neighbourhoods in 
the city, and “tightened the 
siege” on IS fighters in several 
remaining districts.

State news agency SANA 
said IS fighters were using 
loudspeakers to urge remaining 
members of the group “not to 
run away from the fighting, 
and to kill any member who 
tried to escape or surrender”.

The Britain-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights monitor also reported 
the regime advances in the 
city, provincial capital of 
surrounding Deir Ezzor, on 
Syria’s eastern border with 
Iraq.

The monitor said IS fighters 
held less than five percent of 
the city, and government forces 

were advancing as ally Russia 
carried out heavy air strikes in 
support of the offensive.

“If the regime’s forces 
succeed in continuing this 
offensive, they could bring an 
end to IS’s presence (in the 
city) in hours or days,” the 
Observatory said.

IS once held large sections of 
Deir Ezzor city, and for nearly 

three years laid siege to other 
parts of it that remained under 
government control.

In early September, 
advancing government forces 
broke the siege, and they have 
been working since to expel 
the jihadists from the rest of 
the city.

Oil-rich Deir Ezzor province 
was once an IS stronghold, but 

the jihadist group now faces 
twin assaults there, from the 
regime and the US-backed 
Kurdish-Arab Syrian 
Democratic Forces.

The jihadists have 
already been expelled from 
neighbouring Raqa province, 
and are now confined to just a 
few pockets of territory in Deir 
Ezzor. (AFP)

Pope warns 
world headed 
to bigger war

Vatican

Pope Francis made one of 
his most emotional anti-

war addresses yesterday, saying 
during a visit to a US military 
cemetery that the world seemed 
to be headed into war perhaps 
bigger than any before.

Francis said a Mass for 
several thousand people at 
the Sicily-Rome American 
Cemetery in the town of 
Nettuno, south of the Italian 
capital, on the day Roman 
Catholics commemorate their 
dead.

The burial ground is the 
final resting place for 7,860 
American soldiers who died in 
the liberation of southern Italy 
and Rome in 1943 and 1944.

He walked slowly and alone 
amid the rows of low white 

headstones in the shape of 
crosses and Stars of David, 
gently resting a white rose on 
about a dozen and stopping 
to pray silently before saying 
the Mass.

“Please Lord, stop. No more 
wars. No more of these useless 
massacres,” he said, speaking in 
hushed tones in an improvised 
homily.

Francis said that 
remembering the many young 
people who died in second 
world war was even more 
important “today that the 
world once more is at war and 
is preparing to go even more 
forcefully into war.”

He did not elaborate but 
appeared to be referring to 
the possibility of nuclear  
war. (Reuters)

Khamenei says U.S. is Iran’s ‘number one enemy’
Ankara 

The United States is Iran’s 
“number one enemy” and 

Tehran will never succumb 
to Washington’s pressure 
over a multinational nuclear 
deal, Iran’s Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said 
in a televised speech yesterday.

U.S. President Donald 
Trump broke ranks with other 
major powers last month by 
refusing to formally certify 
Iran’s compliance with the 
nuclear deal. Under that deal, 
most sanctions on Iran were 
lifted in exchange for Tehran 
curbing its nuclear work.

“The American president’s 
foolish remarks against our 
people show the depth of 
America’s hostility towards the 
entire Iranian nation,” Iran’s 
top authority Khamenei told a 

group of students.
“America is the number one 

enemy of our nation.”
Since the deal was reached in 

2015, Khamenei has continued 
to denounce the United 
States publicly, suggesting 
that antagonism between the 
two countries since the 1979 
Islamic revolution in Tehran 
would not abate because of the 
accord.

Iran and the United States 
severed diplomatic ties 
shortly after the revolution, 
when hardline students took 
52 Americans hostage for 
444 days. Iran will mark the 
anniversary of the American 
embassy seizure on Saturday.

Trump has called the nuclear 
agreement, which was reached 
under his predecessor Barack 
Obama, “the worst deal ever 

negotiated” and has adopted 
a harsh approach to Iran over 
its nuclear and ballistic missile 
programs.

Washington has imposed 
new sanctions on Iran over 
its missile activity, calling on 
Tehran not to develop missiles 
capable of delivering nuclear 
bombs. Iran says it has no 
such plans and its missile 
program is solely for defence  
purposes.

The deal’s other signatories, 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Russia and China, and 
the European Union say 
Washington cannot unilaterally 
cancel an international accord 
enshrined by a U.N. resolution.

Iranian officials have 
repeatedly said that Tehran 
would stick to the nuclear 
accord as long as the other 

signatories respected it. 
But it has warned about the 
consequences if the deal falls 
apart.

“We will never accept their 
bullying over the nuclear deal 
... Americans are using all the 
wickedness to damage the 
result of the nuclear talks,” 
Khamenei said to chants 
of “Death to America” by 
students.

“Any retreat by Iran will 
make America more blatant 
and impudent ... Resistance is 
the only option.”

Trump also accuses Iran 
of supporting terrorism in 
the Middle East. Iran rejects 
that and in turn blames the 
growth of militant groups such 
as Islamic State on the policies 
of the United States and its 
regional allies. (Reuters)

Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei waves as he 
arrives to deliver a speech in Tehran, Iran
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