
The World Is Sound
The Rubin Museum of Art, the 13-year-old institution 

devoted to India and the Himalayas, shakes off the visual 
bias of most exhibitions.

Instead, visitors to “The World Is Sound,” which opened 
Friday and runs until January 8, enter with their ears. 

Listen rather than see
While the exhibition showcases visual artefacts, such 

as an 18th-century trumpet made of human leg-bone 
played in Tibetan funerals, the focus is on sound, which 
can be felt powerfully by putting on headphones, 
touching wall panels or even walking the spiralling six-
floor staircase.

Hearing the Big Bang
Outer space is silent, with no air to carry the vibrations 

that cause sound. But the exhibition, expanding on the 
“Om” concept, asks artists to imagine the sound heard in 
the vibrations from the Big Bang, the sudden expansion 
of matter considered by astrophysicists to mark the birth 
of the universe.

‘Om’
The highlight is a representation of 

“Om,” the holy mantra of Hinduism 
and Buddhism. In the months before 
the exhibition, the Rubin Museum 
asked visitors to stop by a small 
recording studio and chant “Om.”

It collected 10,000 files and, through 
software, set them on three pitches 
to merge together into an hour-long 
“Collective Om” that plays continually 
in a meditation room with three-
dimensional sound.

Impermanence of sound
With sound just a matter of 

vibrations, does music have 
permanence? 

The impermanence of sound is 
reflected at death in Tibetan custom. 
Visitors at the exhibition are invited 
to lie supine on a bench to hear 
recitations of the Tibetan Book of the 
Dead, which describe experiences in 
bardo, a sort of limbo between death 
and rebirth. 

The book encourages the listener to 
channel positive energy, warning that 
a slip into darkness in the transient 
state could doom the journey to the 
next life.
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When the universe was born, what did it sound like?
The question underlies an inventive and challenging 
new exhibition in New York that explores the funda-
mentals of sound and how they relate to the quest to 
understand the self and the cosmos.

NY exhibition asks what creation of world sounded like
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Private wealth growth in Bahrain 
witnessed a slight growth of 3.9 

per cent in 2016, with private wealth 
expected to reach approximately $0.2 
trillion in the next five years, according 
to a new report published yesterday.  

A report by The Boston Consulting 
Group (BCG), Global Wealth 2017: 
Transforming the Client Experience, 
revealed that the growth of private 
wealth was driven primarily by equities.

 In 2016, the amount of wealth 
held in equities increased to 5.8pc, 
in comparison to cash and deposits 
at 3pc and bonds at 1.6pc. Based on 
the report overall growth of wealth in 
Bahrain is expected to increase steadily 
to 4.5pc Compound Annual Growth 
Rate (CAGR) over the next five years. 

Equities, at 6.7pc CAGR, and cash 
and deposits, at 3pc CAGR, will be the 
primary contributors to this growth 
rate over the coming five-year period.  

According to the report, private 
wealth held by ultra-high-net-worth 
(UHNW) households (those with 
above $100 million) in Bahrain 

experienced robust growth — at 7.6pc 
— in 2016. The growth experienced by 
this segment is expected to continue 
at a steady pace; 9.8pc CAGR through 
2021.The upper high-net-worth 
(HNW) segment (those with between 
$20m and $100m) experienced very 
slight growth in 2016 at 0.6pc. In the 
next five years, the projected growth 
of this segment will see a decrease 

to -1.1pc CAGR. In Bahrain, private 
wealth held by the lower HNW 
segment (those with between $1m and 
$20m) witnessed burgeoning growth 
of 6.1pc in 2016. Private wealth in 
this segment has a projected CAGR 
of 7pc over the next five years. The 
total number of millionaire households 
(those with more than $1m in net 
investable assets) in Bahrain increased 
by 1pc CAGR in 2016. Looking ahead, 
growth is set to decline slightly at 0.4pc 
CAGR by 2021.

 “In the Middle East and Africa, 
wealth expansion should stem, in 
relatively equal portions, from existing 
assets and higher household savings,” 
said Markus Massi, Senior Partner & 
Managing Director of BCG Middle 
East’s Financial Services practice. 

 “Looking ahead, the share of wealth 
allocated to each asset class is expected 
to remain stable, with regional wealth 
projected to rise at an annual rate 
of roughly 8pc through 2021. In the 
coming years, more local players will 
enter the wealth management market 
as traditional revenue pools become 
more competitive,” he said. 

Private wealth to 
rise 4.5 per cent  
to $0.2tn by 2021

Markus Massi 

Alba Line 6 expansion 
site-works underway

DT News Network
Manama

Aluminium Bahrain (Alba) 
has announced that the 

construction site-works on its 
landmark Line 6 expansion project 
have started in the second quarter 
of 2017, post the completion of the 
FEED study.

The Line 6 expansion project plot 
covers an area of approximately 60 
hectares. As the required earthwork 
cut and fill volume is about 1.8 
million m3, the ‘Surface Mining’ 
was chosen as the preferred 
method to remove earthwork 
materials in order to meet the 
schedule and cost requirements 
of this project. The contracts for 
removal of bulk material for the 
sixth potline have been awarded to 
Bahraini contractors who are now 
working in conjunction with the  
surface miners.

Commenting on this milestone, 
Alba’s Chairman of Board of 
Directors Shaikh Daij bin Salman 
bin Daij Al Khalifa said:

“Line 6 expansion project has 
started to take shape with the site 
being mobilized for preparation 
work - one of the major activities - 
which will ensure the rapid start of 
construction activities. We are also 
very pleased that the site-works 
contracts have been awarded to 
local Bahraini companies as that 
will bring significant opportunities 
for the Kingdom’s local businesses 
and economy.”

As of the first week of June, 
approximately 40 per cent of 
the material to be excavated 
from the potline has been 
removed. Earthworks at the Line 
6 Expansion Project is expected 
to be complete by the end of  
September.

Shaikh Daij bin Salman Al Khalifa

A 15th-century Tibetan statue of the Mahakala deity is seen on display in 
front of insulated sound walls at the Rubin Museum of Art in New York City
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London

Britain begins historic 
talks today on leaving 

the European Union while 
still mourning the victims 
of a devastating fire and 
reeling from an election 
that has badly weakened the  
government.

Brexit minister David 
Davis will travel to Brussels 

to meet Michel Barnier, the 
EU’s chief negotiator, to kick 
off hugely complex withdrawal 
negotiations that are expected 
to conclude within two  
years.

Worried by immigration 
and loss of sovereignty, Britain 
last year voted to end its 
decades-old membership of 
the 28-country bloc -- the first 

state ever to do so -- in a shock 
referendum result.

The government has 
developed a strategy of 
so-called “hard Brexit”: leaving 
the European single market 
and the customs union in order 
to control immigration from 
the EU.

But that entire approach 
has come under question 

following the June 8 general 
election in which Prime 
Minister Theresa May lost 
her centre-right Conservative 
party’s parliamentary  
majority.

May has clung on to power 
but has so far failed to conclude 
an agreement with Northern 
Ireland’s ultra-conservative 
Democratic Unionist Party 

that would bolster her ability 
to govern.

The Conservatives now have 
only 317 MPs in the 650-seat 
House of Commons and need 
the support of the DUP’s 10 
MPs to command a razor-thin 
majority.

The government is due 
to present its legislative 
programme at the opening of 

parliament on Wednesday, 
which will be followed by a key 
confidence vote several days 
later.

Adding to what Queen 
Elizabeth II called the “sombre 
national mood” have been 
three terrorist attacks in three 
months and a fire in a London 
tower block in which 58 people 
are presumed dead.

‘Sombre’ Britain prepares for historic Brexit talks

It doesn’t matter how much we know about the Internet and computers, but still every 
now and then we come across tech tricks that we never knew! The world of technology 
is full of tech hacks that make us say wow awesome! Here are some cool Internet tricks 
and computer secretes that will not only be amusing but also be very useful.

No need to type more to get 
your desired site on web page. 
Simply type the name of the 
website without preceding with 
“www” and appending “.com” at 
the end. After typing the name 
just hit CTRL+Enter it will direct 
you to the website directly.

You can save the desired web 
page you want as a PDF. Google 
Chrome has an inbuilt feature 
to save a web page as a PDF, 
you can simply hit the CTRL+P in 
Windows and Cmd+P on MAC.

This internet trick is amazing. 
You know that you can get back 
or restore the last browser page 
you have closed. By mistaken if 
you have closed the page of a 
browser, then you can get it back 
by simply pressing “Ctrl + Shift + 
T”. You can get the second last 
page closed also by pressing the 
same keys twice and for third last 
page thrice and so on.

You can simply highlight a URL by pressing CTRL + 
L. Then you can use other shortcut keys like CTRL 
+ C to copy the link or other shortcuts for other 
operations.

To open Task Manager don’t use CTRL+ALT+DEL 
as it will give to lots of options to choose, 
among those options you will have to select 
Task Manager to open it. Instead of that simply 
use CTRL+SHIFT+ESC to directly open the Task 
Manager.

You can use CTRL+SHFT+R to clear the cache of 
the browser and then refresh the page.

You might be using space 
bar to scroll down the 
web page and to pause a 
YouTube video also but you 
can separate the functional-
ity of these two. You can 
hit ‘K’ to pause a YouTube 
video and space to scroll 
down on the same page.

Manama 

Eskan Properties Company 
signed an agreement 

with Kuwait Finance House 
(KFH-Bahrain) for the 
development management of 
Danaat Baytik apartment at 
Ishbiliya Village. 

Eskan Properties Company 
will be the development 
manager of the project. 
These apartment units will 
be marketed and sold to 
beneficiaries of government 
housing services and 
specifically those who qualify 
for the Ministry of Housing’s 
social housing financing 
service “Mazaya”. 

The agreement was signed 
by Eskan Properties Company 
Chairman and Eskan Bank 
General Manager, Dr. 

Khalid Abdulla and KFH-
Bahrain Managing Director 
and CEO, Abdulhakeem 
Al-Khayyat in the presence 
of Ishbiliya Company 
Board Members, Khalid Al 
Maarafi, Rashid AlKhan 
and Sarah Al Abbasi, and 
the executive management 
team of Eskan Properties 
Company, Eyad Obaid, 
Eskan Properties General 
Manager and S. Ahmed Al  
Sharaf.

KFH-Bahrain will be 
the primary developer for 
the project, which will be 
occupying 27,142 sqm. Eskan 
Properties Company have 
been assigned to manage 
the development of the 
project. Dr. Abdulla said, 
“This project comes as part 

of efforts by Eskan Bank 
and its subsidiaries, with the 
firm support of the Ministry 
of Housing, to provide 
efficient and suitable housing 
solutions for Bahraini 
families by utilising the 
expertise and capabilities of 
the private sector and making 
them key partners.”

The Ishbiliya apartment 
project consists of 18 five-
story buildings with a total of 
460 apartments and an area 
of 160sqm per apartment. 

Each apartment consists 
of three bedrooms of various 
designs, a maid’s quarter, 
and two parking lots. Free 
supervisory and maintenance 
services will be available 
for two years for all the 
apartments.

Eskan, KFH in 
pact to build
apartments
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Gulf Air has announced two 
additional flights, which 

will be scheduled for the first 
week of its Georgia operations, 
in advance of the route launch 
to Tbilisi on June 22 and due 
to high demand from travellers 
across the region. The two 
additional flights will operate 
on June 23 and 25.

Commenting on the 

development Gulf Air Senior 
Manager Network Planning 
Shaikh Ali Mohammed Al 
Khalifa said: “It is highly 
encouraging to see such 
positive demand on our newest 
route, prior to the launch of 
our maiden flight! Boasting a 
wealth of attractions in Tbilisi 
and neighbouring areas which 
draw visitors for all of medical 
and wellness tourism, family 
holidays, ski, lakeside, cultural 

and adventure holidays.”
Gulf Air’s direct three 

weekly flights between Bahrain 
International Airport and Shota 
Rustaveli Tbilisi International 
Airport will commence on 
June 22. Bahrain’s national 
carrier operates double daily 
flights or more to 10 regional 
cities, providing seamless 
connectivity for passengers 
travelling across its network via 
its hub in Bahrain. 

Gulf Air introduces two additional flights

Officials of Eskan and KFH during the signing of the agreement

(Techuntold)


