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Manama 

‘Youth City 2030’ is an 
embodiment of the 

efforts of the wise leadership 
and their belief in the 
importance of ambitious young 
people and their achieving 
national goals, said Electricity 
and Water Affairs Minister 
Dr Abdulhussain Mirza  
yesterday.

The minister was speaking 
during a visit to Youth 
City 2030 organised by the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports 
in cooperation with Tamkeen 
at the Bahrain International 
Exhibition Center.

Youth City 2030 is held 
annually under the patronage 
of His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Chairman of the Supreme 
Council for Youth and  
Sports.

An award for best innovation 

was also presented on the 
occasion. Winning project 
envisaged using solar powered 
batteries in a device capable 
of preserving medicines 
and allowing users to take 
medicines based on dosages 
and time intervals. 

Presenting certifiactes 

and awards to the winning 
group, the minister thanked 
the leadership’s keen interest 
in sustainable development 
projects and continuous 
directives to achieve 
international commitments 
in terms of energy 
efficiency and renewable  

energy. 
In this regard, the minister 

highlighted the role played by 
Sustainable Energy Unit to 
encourage innovations and 
create young Bahraini cadres in 
the fields of renewable energy. 
Sustainable Energy Unit head 
Jehan Al-Murbati was present 

on the occasion. 
“The project contributes 

to highlighting the objectives 
of sustainable development,” 
said United Nations Resident 
Coordinator and  UNDP 
Resident Representative Amin 
Al-Sharqawi and Sustainable 
Energy Unit head Jehan 

Al-Murbati, who accompanied 
the minister during the visit. 

Dr Mirza thanked the 
organisers, headed by Hisham 
Bin Mohammed Al Jowder 
and Assistant Undersecretary 
for Youth Development at the 
Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Iman Janahi.

Youth City boosts national goals: Minister 

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Dr Abdulhussain Mirza with officials and winners during the visit to Youth City 2030  

Athletes at KHK MMA Gym in Bahrain

DT News Network
Manama 

Bahrain was among the top destinations 
visited by international athletes for combat 

sports training in 2017.
Athletes from the United States of America, 

Russia, United Kingdom, Ireland, Kuwait, 
Egypt, India, Pakistan and Mexico visited 
Bahrain for combat sports training during the 
year, triggering a growth in the Kingdom’s 
fitness, tourism, hospitality and service sectors.

Bahrain’s emergence has also resulted in 
bringing more foreign investment into the 
sector and in creating more job opportunities. 

According to the leading Mixed Martial 
Arts Website - Arabs MMA, the projected 
growth in the sector is estimated to be 31.7 per 
cent during the financial year.

“The availability of world class infrastructure 
and trainers had been pivotal in the growth of 
the Kingdom as a leading sports and fitness 
destination,” said Mohammed Shahid, CEO of 
KHK MMA, an initiative under the leadership 
of His Highness Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa.  

“KHK MMA is one of the most advanced 
and sophisticated training camps in the region 
and has prompted an inflow of international 
athletes including top fighters in Brave Combat 
Federation, UFC, Titan FC and Bellator to 
choose Bahrain as their destination to prepare 
for their upcoming competitions,” he added.

The major specialisations sought by 
international athletes in the Kingdom includes 
training camps for mixed martial arts with 
a focus on fitness, conditioning, boxing, 
wrestling, sambo, jiu-jitsu and wrestling. 
The growth has also triggered employment 
and investment opportunities in the fitness 
industry and hospitality sector.

As Bahrain is set to organise the week-long 
Mixed Martial Arts event in November, which 
features IMMAF World Championship, 
Combat Sports Expo and a major edition of 
Brave Combat Federation, the number of 
athletes and sports enthusiasts is expected to 
rise opening new opportunities of revenue for 
the economy.

Bahrain had earlier become a focus of global 
attention for implementing the social model 
of promoting sports to propagate healthy 
and holistic development among the youth. 
The initiative had reached the next stage as 
the current phase is opening new channels of 
revenue and new global opportunities. 

Bahrain among 
top destinations

for combat 
sport training  
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Beijing

China’s commerce ministry has banned North Korean 
nationals from setting up new businesses in the country, 

enforcing recent UN sanctions 
as Washington urges Beijing to 
do more to curb its ally’s nuclear 
ambitions. The ban, effective 
immediately, came as Pyongyang 
launched three short-range missiles 
on Saturday according to the US 
military.

Manila

Uber said it expects to resume operations in the Philippines 
“soon” after regulators agreed to lift a ban slapped against 

the American ride-sharing giant 
in exchange for a fine. The 
government meted Uber a one-
month suspension on August 
14 following a tussle over driver 
permits, sparking public outrage 
as some 66,000 vehicles were 
forced off the streets. 

-Mike Pence, 

China bans biz ventures by NKoreans Uber to resume Philippine service Washington would not allow 
the collapse of Venezuela, 
as such an event would 
endanger 
countries in the 
wider region.”

US Vice President 

Apart from manufacturer’s, the used car market has also grown in the past 
decade. But buying in the second-hand market is far trickier than choosing 
a new vehicle. Here are a few things to keep in mind while buying a used car.

DOCUMENTATION

Checking the car’s engine is first and foremost. 
Take a mechanic along when you look at the 
available options. The number on the odom-
eter, by itself, might not indicate the extend of 
wear and tear to an engine.

Take the cars you like for a test drive. If 
you’re an experienced driver, this will help 
detect any obvious problems. Pay attention 
to suspension, ease of driving, noises from the 
engine, apart from the obvious such as steer-
ing, brakes and gears. Again, it’s advisable to 
let your mechanic tag along on the test drive 
as it never hurts to get a second opinion.

With a bit of luck, you can find a car that has been well 
maintained. Even if you have to spend a little effort and 
time, hunt around for a vehicle that has been treated well.
It is a safer bet to go for a car from a manufacturer with 
established service networks and dealers. Avoid models 
that have gone out of production to avoid problems with 
getting spare parts. 

After you have done your research, it’s 
time to check the documents. These 
include the original registra-
tion papers (RC book), a valid 
Pollution Under Control 
(PUC) certificate, insurance 
papers and tax tokens. 

This will tell you whether 
the car has been serviced at 
regular intervals and, more 
importantly, if it has been 
involved in accidents or has 
had a major mechanical fault.

Once you’ve established that 
everything is to your satis-
faction, negotiate a deal. Be 
confident of the price of the 
car when bargaining with 
the dealership. Negotiate 
hard for a discount in the 
used car market. (business-
today)

NEGOTIATING 
THE DEAL

France to loan 
430 mln euros
Baghdad

France is to grant a 
430-million euro loan to 

Iraq whose economy has been 
weakened by low oil prices 
and its fight against jihadists, 
a French foreign ministry 
official said yesterday.

Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian made the 
announcement during talks 
in Baghdad with Iraq’s Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi 
and said the 430 million 
euros ($512-million) would 
be released before the end of 
2017, the official said.

“France was present from 
the beginning of the battles 
against Daesh (Islamic State 
group) and will be present as 
well during time of peace,” 
said Le Drian, who was 
accompanied by Defence 
Minister Florence Parly.

The loan is aimed at 
helping the war-torn 
country implement reforms, 
improve public services 

and boost the performance 
of its state enterprises. Le 
Drian also handed Abadi 
an invitation from French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
to visit Paris. The visit by 
France’s foreign and defence 
ministers come as Iraqi forces 

announced the ouster of the 
Islamic State group from the 
centre of Tal Afar, one of 
the jihadists’ last remaining 
stronghold in the north.

The cost of reconstruction 
has been estimated at between 
$700 billion and $1 trillion. 

General Motors addressing 
battery glitch in Chevy Bolts
New York

General Motors has 
contacted a few hundred 

buyers of its Chevrolet Bolt 
electric car to address a 
battery glitch that can affect 
propulsion, a spokesman said 
Friday.

The defect is present in some 

of the first Bolts that were 
manufactured and means that 
a car may say that 80 miles of 
electric power remains when in 
fact the battery will only last for 
20 miles, said GM spokesman 
Chris Bonelli. 

The Bolt’s progress has been 
closely monitored in the car 

industry because it was the first 
all-electric vehicle aimed at 
the middle market. It was first 
launched in December 2016, 
currently lists at $36,620 and 
is sold in the United States, 
Canada and Mexico.

Tesla Motors is also ramping 
up a launch of its all-electric 
Model 3 aimed at the middle 
market. Tesla has made the 
first deliveries of its car and 
aims to hit a production level 
of 5,000 units a week starting 
this year.  The Bolt’s battery 
problem has turned up in less 
than one percent of the 10,000 
vehicles sold. Chevrolet Bolt (file)

French Foreign Affairs Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian (R) and 
French Defence Minister Florence Parly (L) attend a press 
conference following a meeting with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
in Baghdad
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