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HISTORY
 Approximate domestication of the 
horse in the Eurasian steppes near 
Dereivka, central Ukraine (hypoth-
esis only)

Battle of Öland: allied Dan-
ish-Dutch forces defeat the Swed-
ish navy in the Baltic Sea, during 

the Scanian War (1675–79)

Kenya becomes a republic with Jomo 
Kenyatta as its 1st President

European Central Bank is 
founded in Brussels to define and 

execute the European Union’s 
monetary policy
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Our bipartisan budget 
agreement prevents 

the worst possible crisis: 
a default for the first time 
in our nation’s history – 
an economic recession, 
retirement accounts dev-
astated, and millions of 
jobs lost.

@POTUS

Th e  m a j o r i t y  o f 
pregnancy-related 

deaths occur after child 
birth. Most are preventa-
ble. 33 states & D.C. have 
answered our Adminis-
tration’s call to expand 
Medicaid postpartum 
coverage from 2 months 
to 1 year. It’s time for all 
50 states to get it done.

@VP

It was a pleasure to in-
teract with His Majesty 

King Norodom Sihamoni 
of Cambodia today. We 
had a positive exchange 
of views on our close cul-
tural and people to peo-
ple ties and development 
partnership. 

@narendramodi

Conflict, climate ex-
tremes, and eco-

nomic shocks continue 
to drive more and more 
communities into crisis. 
Unless immediate action 
is taken, hunger is ex-
pected to soar in 18 hot-
spots around the world. 
We need urgent action 
to save lives.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u Russia yesterday claimed it 
had destroyed the last major warship 
of the Ukrainian naval forces, which 
it said was stationed in the southern 
port of Odesa.  “On May 29, a high-
precision strike by the Russian Air 
Force on a ship anchorage site in 
the port of Odesa destroyed the last 
warship of the Ukrainian Navy, the 
‘Yuri Olefirenko’,” the Russian army said in 
its daily briefing.  A spokesperson for the 
Ukrainian Naval Force declined to comment. 
The Yuri Olefirenko is a medium-size landing 
ship for troops and vehicles.  First named 
“Kirovograd”, the ship was renamed in 2016 
in honour of a Ukrainian marine killed near Mariupol in 2015.  Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky decorated its crew in June 2022. 

u Five fighters from a pro-Syrian Palestinian group were killed in an 
accidental explosion at a base in eastern Lebanon, a Lebanese security source 
said yesterday.  A spokesman for the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
- General Command (PFLP- GC) instead accused Israel of carrying out “overnight 

raids” at the base in Qusaya, near the Syrian border. 
Israel denied any involvement. “An old rocket exploded 
in an arms depot on the base and five fighters were 
killed,” the security source said, requesting anonymity 
as they were not authorised to speak to the media. The 
Damascus-based group has close ties with the Syrian 
government and its main Lebanese ally Hezbollah, and 

has bases in Lebanon’s eastern Bekaa Valley as well as in Al-Naameh, just south 
of Beirut. 

u Embattled Pakistan opposition leader Imran Khan returned to court 
yesterday, as the nation’s human rights watchdog warned all sides are to blame 
in a rapidly deteriorating democratic crisis. Khan’s brief arrest earlier this month 
sparked days of deadly unrest before Islamabad 
orchestrated a crackdown on his party, including 
mass arrests and a pledge to try some protesters 
in army courts. The Islamabad High Court and a 
specialist corruption court granted Khan bail on 
Wednesday in the same graft case which prompted 
his arrest on May 9, his lawyers said. Islamabad says the 
arrests are justified because it was targeted by anti-state 
terrorism, while Khan claims his Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) party is being quashed ahead of elections due 
by October. But Hina Jilani, the head of the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), issued a stark warning 
to “all political stakeholders”. “Unless they desist from any further measures that 
could imperil the country’s fragile democracy, they may find themselves unable to 
steer the country safely through the multiple crises it is facing.”

Blast at 
Palestinian base 
in Lebanon kills 
five: security 

source

Pakistan ex-
PM Khan in court 
as rights watchdog 

issues warning

Russia claims 
destroyed Ukraine’s 
‘last warship’ 

Saudi Arabia conducted its 
first official census in 1974.

KNOW WHAT

Saudi population up by a 
third since 2010: census
• Total population 
reached 32.2 million

• Total resident 
population is up 34.2%

• Among Saudis, 63% 
is below the age of 30

• Non-Saudi nationals 
account for 13.4 million

AFP | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia’s population 
has grown by more than 
one third since 2010, and 

a majority of the kingdom’s na-
tionals are aged under 30, ac-
cording to a census published  
yesterday. 

The 2022 Saudi census marks 
the “most comprehensive and 
precise population survey con-
ducted in the Kingdom’s history,” 

the General Authority of Statistics 
said. It set the total population of 
the oil-rich country at 32.2 mil-
lion.

Of these, 58.4% are Saudi na-
tionals and most others are from 
South Asia or elsewhere in the 

Middle East and North Africa 
region. 

The total resident population is 
up 34.2% since 2010 -- an increase 
of 8.2 m people, of whom 4.8 m 
are Saudi nationals.

Among Saudis, 63% of the pop-

ulation is below the age of 30.
Non-Saudi nationals account 

for 13.4 m, the majority of whom 
are Bangladeshis, followed by In-
dians, Pakistanis, Yemenis and 
Egyptians.

The national census, the fifth 

in the kingdom’s history, was ini-
tially scheduled to be held in 2020 
but was postponed because of the 
Covid pandemic.

According to the latest figures, 
the number of non-Saudis living 
in the kingdom started falling in 
2017 with the implementation of a 
national strategy to boost employ-
ment among locals. Many foreign 
blue-collar workers have also sent 
their families back home follow-
ing a decision to impose fees on 
dependants of expatriates living 
in the kingdom.

Representative picture

Kenya says airport incident was emergency drill 
Nairobi

Kenya’s airports authority 
triggered a flurry of pan-

ic online yesterday after it an-
nounced an incident involving a 
plane at Nairobi’s international 
airport -- only to clarify it had 
been a drill. 

Images posted on Twitter 
by some media outlets showed 
black smoke billowing from a 
site at Jomo Kenyatta Interna-
tional Airport (JKIA), one of the 
busiest in Africa. 

The Kenya Airports Author-
ity said rescue operations were 
under way after “an aircraft 
overflying Nairobi encountered 
an incident” at the airport on 

Wednesday morning. 
But the authority later said 

the exercise, “which involved a 
simulated incident of an aircraft 
that crashed at the airport”, was 

aimed at enhancing the facility’s 
preparedness for emergencies. 

“The primary objective of this 
exercise was to test and evaluate 
the efficiency and effectiveness 

of the airport’s emergency re-
sponse procedures,” it said. 

“This incident was entire-
ly simulated and did not pose 
any real danger to passen-
gers, crew members or airport  
operations.” 

JKIA, which lies on the out-
skirts of Nairobi, handled a total 
of 6.5 million passengers last 
year, according to government 
figures. 

The number of international 
visitor arrivals to Kenya, a popu-
lar tourist destination renowned 
for its wildlife parks and Indian 
Ocean beaches, jumped to 1.54 
million last year as travel re-
bounded following the Covid 
pandemic. 
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Germany orders four Russian consulates closed 
AFP | Berlin

Germany will drastically re-
duce Moscow’s diplomatic 

presence on its soil after Russia 
slashed the number of people 
Berlin can employ in its embas-
sies and institutions in Russia, a 
foreign ministry spokesman said 
yesterday.  

“We have decided to with-
draw consent for the operation 
of four of the five Russian con-
sulates operating in Germany,” 
the spokesman told a regular 
government press conference. 

“This was communicated to 
the Russian foreign ministry 
today,” he added. 

The German foreign ministry 
said at the weekend that hun-

dreds of civil servants and local 
employees working for German 
institutions in Russia had been 
asked to leave the country. 

Moscow had put a 350 limit 
on the number of German per-
sonnel in Russia, said the for-
eign ministry spokesman. 

“In order to be able to meet 
the Russian requirements for 
limiting our staff, the govern-
ment has decided to close the 
German consulates in Kalinin-
grad, Yekaterinburg and Novo-
sibirsk,” the spokesman said on 
Wednesday. 

Operations will be considera-
bly reduced and will be discon-
tinued by November, he said. 
Germany’s embassy in Moscow 
and its consulate in St Peters-
burg will not be affected. 

“For the Russian presence in 
Germany, our decisions apply 
reciprocally... in order to ensure 
a balance of the mutual presenc-
es both in terms of personnel 
and structure,” the spokesman 
said. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin answers a question on a drone attack on 
Moscow and the Moscow region in Moscow

UAE withdraws from US-led maritime coalition 
AFP | Abu Dhabi

The United Arab Emirates has 
withdrawn from a US-led 

maritime coalition tasked with 
securing tense Gulf waterways 
that are vital to the global oil 
trade, it said yesterday. 

The UAE "withdrew its par-
ticipation" in the 38-nation 
Combined Maritime Forces two 
months ago, a foreign ministry 
statement said, without giving 
reasons for the move. 

"As a result of our ongoing eval-

uation of effective security co-
operation with all partners, two 
months ago, the UAE withdrew 
its participation in the Combined 
Maritime Forces," said the state-
ment carried by the official WAM 
news agency. 

The Bahrain-headquartered 
CMF was established in 2001, in-
itially as a partnership between 
12 nations. It is active in crucial 
waters where tankers have been 
seized and attacked in recent 
months. 

A spokesperson for the Com-

bined Maritime Forces said the 
UAE remains a partner nation, 
despite putting its participation 
on hold. 

"The CMF still includes 38 part-
ner nations, of which the UAE 
is one," Commander Timothy 
Hawkins said. 

Iran seized two tankers in a 
week in late April and early 
May, including one empty ship 
that was travelling between 
the UAE ports of Dubai and  
Fujairah. 

Iran was also accused of 

l a u n c h i n g  a  d ro n e  a t t a c k 
against an Israeli-owned tank-
er in November 2022, stok-
ing tensions with the United  
States. 

Earlier this month, the US said 
it was sending reinforcements to 
the Gulf, which carries at least 
a third of the world's sea-borne 
oil, after what it called increasing 
harassment by Iran. 

The commander of the US 
Navy's Fifth Fleet, Vice-Admi-
ral Brad Cooper, later transited 
through the Strait of Hormuz in 

a guided-missile destroyer along 
with British and French naval 
commanders. 

Iran responded by saying 
it is capable of ensuring the 
safety of Gulf waters in coop-
eration with neighbouring  
countries. 

"The UAE remains committed 
to responsibly ensuring the safety 
of navigation in its seas," the UAE 
statement said, adding that the 
major oil exporter is "committed 
to peaceful dialogue and diplo-
matic engagement". File picture showing CMF Headquarter Staff outside Combined Maritime Forces Headquarters, Bahrain 

Beijing blames US for South-China-Sea fighter jet incident 
AFP | Beijing

Beijing blamed US “provoca-
tion” yesterday for an inci-

dent last week in which a Chi-
nese plane crossed in front of an 
American surveillance aircraft 
over the South China Sea. 

The incident comes at a time 
of frayed ties between Wash-
ington and Beijing over issues 
including Taiwan, which Chi-
na regards as its territory, and 
the shooting down of an alleged 
Chinese spy balloon that flew 
over the United States this year. 

“The United States’ long-term 
and frequent sending of ships 
and planes to conduct close 

surveillance on China serious-
ly harms China’s national sov-
ereignty and security,” foreign 
ministry spokeswoman Mao 
Ning said when asked about the 
latest incident. 

“This kind of provocative, 
dangerous activity is the cause 

of the security issues on the 
seas,” Mao said, calling on 
Washington to “immediately 
stop this form of dangerous 
provocation”. 

The US military said on Tues-
day a Chinese fighter pilot had 
performed an “unnecessarily 

aggressive maneuver” near an 
American surveillance aircraft 
operating over the South China 
Sea last week. 

Video footage released by the 
US military shows a Chinese 
fighter plane crossing in front 
of the American aircraft, which 
can be seen shaking from the 
resulting turbulence. 

But China’s military said on 
Wednesday the US jet “broke 
into” a military training area. 
“A US RC-135 reconnaissance 
plane deliberately broke into 
our training area to carry out re-
connaissance and interference,” 
Chinese military spokesperson 
Zhang Nandong said. 

North Korea spy satellite crashes into sea, Seoul salvages wreckage 
Seoul

North Korea attempted to 
launch a spy satellite yester-

day but it crashed into the sea af-
ter a rocket failure, with the South 
Korean military retrieving part of 
the likely wreckage in a potential 
intelligence bonanza. 

North Korea does not have a 
functioning satellite in space and 
leader Kim Jong Un has made de-
veloping a military spy satellite a 
top priority for his regime, despite 
UN resolutions banning its use of 
such technology. 

Pyongyang had said in the 
build-up to the launch attempt 
that the satellite would be vital 
to monitoring the military move-
ments of the United States and 
its allies. 

But the rocket lost thrust and 
plunged into the sea with its sat-

ellite payload, the official Korean 
Central News Agency reported. 

It added that authorities would 
investigate the “serious defects” 
revealed by the launch and con-
duct another test as soon as pos-

sible. 
South Korea’s military said it 

had managed to locate and sal-
vage a portion of the suspected 
debris. 

It released images showing a 

large barrel-like metal structure 
with thin pipes and wires at the 
bottom, which experts said might 
be a liquid fuel tank. 

“Technical experts will be able 
to gain tremendous insight into 
North Korea’s proficiency with 
large, multi-stage boosters from 
the recovered debris,” US-based 
analyst Ankit Panda said. 

Prior to Wednesday’s launch, 
Pyongyang had launched five sat-
ellites since 1998, three of which 
failed immediately and two of 
which appeared to have been put 
into orbit. 

Signals from those launches 
have never been independent-
ly detected, indicating they may 
have malfunctioned. 

North Korea said Tuesday its 
new spy satellite would be “in-
dispensable to tracking, monitor-
ing... and coping with in advance 

in real time the dangerous mili-
tary acts of the US and its vassal  
forces”. 

The launch prompted confu-
sion and panic in Seoul, as city 
authorities sent an early morning 
emergency evacuation alert to 
residents and blasted an air raid 
siren across the downtown area.

This sparked widespread con-
sternation online, before the in-
terior ministry clarified minutes 
later the alert had been “incor-
rectly issued”.

Japan briefly activated its mis-
sile alert warning system for the 
Okinawa region early Wednesday, 
lifting it after about 30 minutes.

Seoul, Tokyo and Washington 
all slammed the launch, which 
they said violated a raft of UN res-
olutions barring Pyongyang from 
any tests using ballistic missile 
technology.

South Korean sailors fish part of North Korea’s satellite out of the sea near 
Eocheongo Island (Courtesy of Mirror)

New Yorkers gather to watch 
‘Manhattanhenge’ 

New York

Snapping pictures with cell 
phones, hundreds of New 

Yorkers and tourists gathered 
in the streets to watch the sun 
set in perfect alignment be-
tween rows of the skyscrapers 
for which the city is famous. 

Right on schedule at 8:12 pm 
on Tuesday evening, the flam-
ing orange ball could be seen 
perfectly framed by Manhat-
tan’s canyons of tall buildings 
on streets running east-west, 
such as 42nd Street, which 
runs through Times Square. 

This spectacle happens 
four times a year for two days, 
about three to four weeks be-
fore and after the summer and 
winter solstices. 

It has come to be known 
as “Manhattanhenge” after 
Stonehenge, the ancient mon-

ument in southern England 
where the sun also lines up 
perfectly during the solstic-
es -- the moments when the 
sun appears to reach either 
its highest or lowest point in 
the sky. 

“It’s a beautiful event. And 
it’s some totally New York 
moment to do,” said Jeanette 
Wolfson, a 47-year-old science 
teacher from Long Island who 
came into the city to take pic-
tures for her students. 

She said she would remind 
them that “it’s not the sun ac-
tually setting. It is the Earth 
rotating out of the light into 
the darkness.” 

The event lures photogra-
phers with fancy lenses and 
regular New Yorkers and 
tourists who do not hesitate 
to stand in the streets for a few 
minutes, blocking traffic. 

The Sun sets in alignment with Manhattan streets running east-west, also 
known as Manhattanhenge, in New York City

A J-16 fighter pilot from China flying in front of the nose of a US Air Force RC-
135 aircraft over the South China Sea in international airspace.


