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KNOW WHAT

Annexed, says Putin 
Western world differ

Biggest annexation in Europe since World War II

• Putin proclaims 
Ukrainian annexation 
in Kremlin ceremony

• Zelensky announces 
NATO membership 
application

TDT | agencies 

A defiant Vladimir Putin 
proclaimed Russia’s an-
nexation of a swathe of 

Ukraine in a pomp-filled Krem-
lin ceremony, promising Mos-
cow would triumph in its “spe-
cial military operation” against 
Kyiv even as some of his troops 
faced potential defeat.

The Russian president’s proc-
lamation of Russian rule over 
15% of Ukraine - the biggest an-
nexation in Europe since World 
War Two - was roundly rejected 
by Western countries, with the 
United States and Britain an-
nouncing new sanctions.

It comes as Russian forces in 
one of the four regions being 
annexed face being encircled 
by Ukrainian troops after Pu-
tin ordered a massive mobili-
sation drive to get hundreds of 
thousands of Russian men to 
the front.

Putin signalled he was ready 
to continue what he called a 
battle for a “greater historical 
Russia”, slammed the West as 
neo-colonial and as out to de-
stroy his country, and accused 
Washington and its allies of 
blowing up the Nord Stream 
gas pipelines.

The four Ukrainian regions 
that he said Russia was absorb-
ing had made an historic choice, 
he said.

“They have made a choice 

to be with their people, their 
motherland, to live with its fate, 
and to triumph with it. Truth is 
on our side. Russia is with us!” 
Putin told his country’s political 
elite, who had gathered in one of 
the Kremlin’s grandest halls to 
watch him sign the annexation 
documents.

“People living in Luhansk, 
Donetsk, Kherson region and 
Zaporizhzhia region are becom-
ing our compatriots forever,” 
said Putin, referring to the re-

gions that he said Russia was 
annexing. “We will defend our 
land with all our strength and all 
our means,” he said, calling on 
“the Kyiv regime to immediately 
cease hostilities and return to 
the negotiation table”.

The ceremony culminated in 
the 69-year-old leader chanting 
“Russia! Russia!” as he clasped 
the hands of the Russian-backed 
officials he wants to run the an-
nexed regions, which Ukraine is 
fighting to win back.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Denis Pushilin, Leonid Pasechnik, Vladimir Saldo, Yevgeny Balitsky, who are the 
Russian-installed leaders in Ukraine’s Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia regions, attend a ceremony to declare 
the annexation of the Russian-controlled territories of four Ukraine’s Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson and Zaporizhzhia 
regions

Russian President Vladimir Putin yesterday blamed the 
United States and its allies for blowing up the undersea 
Nord Stream pipelines, raising the temperature in a 
crisis that has left Europe racing to secure its energy 
infrastructure and supplies. Putin offered no evidence 
for the claim. Russia has previously said the United 
States would profit from attacks on Europe’s energy 
infrastructure.

Primary 
Healthcare 
Centres 
joins hands 
with RCSI-
Bahrain

Arab music, culture to the fore as top music festival opens
TDT | Manama

The highly-anticipated Bah-
rain International Mu-

sic Festival kicks off today at 
the Bahrain National Theatre, 
bringing together acclaimed 
musicians of diverse cultures, 
genres and styles from the Arab 
world and beyond. 

The opening ceremony will 

see the launch of the Bahrain 
Philharmonic Orchestra - the 
first orchestra in the Kingdom, 
led by Maestro Mubarak Najem. 

Its debut will feature Bahraini 
orchestral music, in addition to 
pieces that fuse international 
classical music with the magic 
of Arabic music.

(Continued on page 2)
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Activate dialogue, negotiations for lasting 
peace: HM King tells Putin over phone 
TDT | Manama 

His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al 

Khalifa urged Russian 
President Vladimir Pu-
tin to activate channels 
of dialogue, negotiations 
and peaceful solutions 
to reach peace and de-
velopment for all during 

talks over the telephone 
yesterday. 

HM King further re-
minded Putin of the need 

for concerted efforts by 
all to achieve lasting and 
comprehensive peace 
that guarantees the inter-
ests and national security 
of all countries around 
the globe. 

The leaders also re-
viewed the latest devel-
opment in regional and 
international arenas and 

the growing strength of 
ties between Bahrain and 
Russia. 

While tackling OPEC+ 
Group commitments, 
HM King Hamad and the 
Russian President under-
lined the importance of 
continuing coordination 
and adherence to the 
Group’s decisions.

Captain falls 
overboard as 
boat speeds 
away 

TDT | Manama

Coast Guard patrols 
yesterday managed to 

bring back safely a boat that 
went out of control after its 
Captain fell overboard, los-
ing control, in rough seas.

The boat’s engine, still in 
gear, powered ahead uncon-
trollably at full speed, caus-
ing some anxious moments. 

However, Coast Guard 
patrol boats that reached 
the accident scene managed 
to bring the speeding boat 
under control, as one of the 
ships anchored near the 
accident site rescued the 
Captain. 

The Interior Ministry, in 
a tweet, confirmed the ac-
cident. 

The tweet said the Cap-
tain fell over the side when 
the boat got tossed violent-
ly in the rough waves near 
Khalifa bin Salman port.

US sailor found not 
guilty of fire that 
destroyed ship

Reuters

A US Navy sailor was 
found not guilty on Fri-

day of starting a fire that de-
stroyed the amphibious as-
sault ship Bonhomme Rich-
ard in San Diego in 2020. 
Seaman Recruit Ryan Mays 
was acquitted of charg-
es of arson and the willful 
hazarding of a ship, Com-
mander Sean Robertson, a 
spokesman for the US 3rd 
Fleet, said in a statement.

The decision followed a 
two-week court-martial in 
which Navy prosecutors 
argued that Mays, who was 
19 at the time of the blaze, 
started the fire due to dis-
gruntlement with his work. 
Defence lawyers said lithi-
um-ion batteries or a spark 
from a short on a forklift 
could have been to blame.

"The Navy is committed 
to upholding the principles 
of due process and a fair tri-
al," Robertson said.

Had Mays been found 
guilty, he could have faced 
life in prison. More than 
60 people, including about 
40 sailors, were treated for 
minor injuries during four 
days of fighting flames on 
the 844-foot-long (257-me-
ter) warship

Port of San Diego Harbor Police 
Department boats combat a 
fire on board the U.S. Navy 
amphibious assault ship USS 
Bonhomme Richard at Naval Base 
San Diego, California
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The festival was first launched 
in 1992, in line with the interna-
tional Music Council’s principle 

to promote the value of music in 
building peace and understanding 

among people cutting across 
class, culture and heritage. 

KNOW WHAT

Fillip to Bahrain’s health care
Primary Healthcare Centre, RCSI-Bahrain join hands for training, research

TDT | Manama 

The Healthcare sector in the 
Kingdom received a major 

boost yesterday, with the Pri-
mary Healthcare Centres and 
the Royal College of Surgeons in 
the Ireland-Medical University 
of Bahrain signing a cooperation 
agreement to support health-
care services.

The deal calls for the Prima-
ry Healthcare Centres to open 
their facilities to medical faculty 
professors for education, train-
ing and scientific research. 

RCSI-Bahrain will provide 
support services, including lab-
oratories, libraries and diagnos-
tic and therapeutic services for 
primary healthcare centres.

Health Minister Dr Jaleela 
bint Al-Sayyid Jawad Hasan 
stressed efforts to consolidate 
public health services and build 
more partnerships with educa-
tional institutions.

Primary Healthcare Centres 

Acting Chief Execu-
tive Officer Dr Lulwa 
Rashid Showeiter said 
the agreement would 
bolster cooperation 
with RCSI-Bahrain, a 
pioneering academic 

institution in the Arabian Gulf 
Region.

She praised RCSI-Bahrain’s ef-
forts to support the staff work-
ing in the primary healthcare 
sector, stressing her commit-
ment to enhancing the standard 
of services.

RCSI-Bahrain President Pro-
fessor Sameer Otoom stressed 
strong partnership with the 
primary healthcare centres to 
achieve common goals, support 
services and keep abreast of fu-
ture medical studies and clinical 
research.

Bahrain Philharmonic 
Orchestra debuts today

(Continued from page 1)

The Bahrain Philharmonic 
Orchestra was established 

on 26 March 2022 by Bahraini 
musician Dr Mubarak Najem, 
General Director of the Bah-
rain Police Band and founder 
of the Bahrain Music Insti-
tute. The orchestra currently 
includes more than 100 musi-
cians and choirs.

The festival will continue in 
the Cultural Hall until Friday 
from 8 pm onwards.  

On Sunday,  the  Rabat 
Troupe for Instrumental Mu-
sic will perform authentic Mo-
roccan heritage music. Entry 
is free. 

On Tuesday, Bahrain Music 
Band, conducted by Maestro 
Zeyad Zaiman, will perform a 
tribute to the late Mohammed 
Zowayed. 

On Wednesday, Ismaeel 
Dawas Band will perform the 
ancient folk lyrical heritage of 
the island to this day.

On Thursday, Taiko Ensem-
ble “Wagaku*Miyabi” will give 
a performance of traditional 

Japanese drum performance. 
Finally, on Friday, Palestin-

ian singer Noel Kharman will 
enthral the audience with a 
mix of Arabic and western 
music. 

Palestinian singer Noel Kharman

Rabat Troupe for Instrumental Music

Taiko Ensemble “Wagaku*Miyabi”

Ismaeel Dawas Band

Bahrain Music Band

Bahrain keen on adopting 
innovative green solutions: minister

TDT | Dubai

Minister of Sustainable De-
velopment Noor bint Ali 

Al Khulaif yesterday stressed 
Bahrain’s keenness to launch 
initiatives and strategies aimed 
at adopting innovative green 
solutions

This came during her partic-
ipation in the dialogue session 
on sustainable development 
in Bahrain held within the ac-
tivities of the eighth session 
of the World Green Economy 
Summit. 

The summit, under the pa-

tronage of the UAE Vice Presi-
dent, Prime Minister and Rul-
er of Dubai, Shaikh Moham-
med bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
is being held in the UAE under 
the theme "Leading Climate 
Action through Cooperation: 
The Roadmap to Achieving 
Carbon Neutrality”. 

Al-Khulaif also spoke about 
Bahrain's commitment to 
implementing plans and pro-
jects related to climate change, 
which places as a priority the 
participation of the interna-
tional community in providing 
a safe environment for human-
ity. 

Indian Embassy holds Open House
TDT | Manama 

The Embassy of India or-
ganised an Open House 
yesterday, during which 

Ambassador Piyush Srivastava 
interacted with the Indian com-
munity and redressed consular 
and labour issues. 

The ambassador said most 
of the cases raised in the last 
open house were successfully 
resolved, including the repa-
triation of a stretcher patient 
Radhika to India for further 
treatment. 

Embassy, he said, is contin-
uing assistance in emergency 
certificates and tickets to dis-
tressed people through ICWF.

Ambassador also briefed par-
ticipants on the Teacher’s day 
and Hindi Divas celebrations 
organised at the Embassy prem-
ises this month.

Srivastava expressed grati-
tude to the local government 
authorities and Indian asso-
ciations for their support and 
assistance in resolving issues 
concerning our community 
members. 

He urged the Community 
members to follow up and dis-
seminate the latest travel advi-

sories issued by the Ministry of 
Interior and Bahrain Airports 
Company for all visit visa hold-
ers arriving in Bahrain. 

Ambassador also briefed the 
community members about 
the inclusion of IVS also in the 
Embassy’s appointment app 

EoIBh CONNECT which will be 
launched another week and 
wished Onam, Navaratri, Duss-
hera and Eid-ul-Milad greet-
ings to the Indian community 
members.

Indian Embassy yesterday thanked 
the Government of Bahrain and 
Salmaniya Hospital for the support 
and cooperation extended for the 
treatment of Naga Raju Marampudi 
and his travel back to India for further 
treatment. The embassy also thanked 
the efforts of Indian community 
organisations and volunteers 
including, the World NRI Council.

Indian Ambassador Piyush Srivastava during the open house

Ombudsman rejects Jau inmate's allegations as 'baseless'
TDT | Manama 

The Office of the Ombuds-
man yesterday rejected 

claims by some human rights 
organisations regarding the mis-
treatment of inmate Abduljalil 
Al-Miqdad of Jau Reformation 
and Rehabilitation Centre as 
false. 

Rights organised had claimed 
that Public Security personnel 
assaulted him, denied him ad-
equate medical care and used 
a non-air-conditioned bus for 
his travel. 

“We tried to get his statement 
based on the allegation raised, 
but he refused as we visited the 
centre on Thursday,” said the 
Ombudsman office. 

However, the team inter-

viewed the officials and re-
viewed the records and docu-
ments, including security sur-
veillance camera recordings. 

The office also clarified not 
receiving any complaints or re-
quests from the inmate this year.

“Our investigation concludes 
that the inmate had refused to 
accept medical care after re-
placing his doctor. 

"He then left the bus and pro-

voked the security forces by in-
sulting them verbally.

"In response, the security per-
sonnel filed a complaint against 
him, which is currently with the 
Public Prosecution.

The surveillance camera re-
cordings also showed that the 
Public Security Forces had not 
assaulted him, as claimed. 

The footage also showed that 
there were not any other in-

mates during the claimed in-
cident.  

Regarding allegations of mis-
treatment, investigators said 
they found no defect in its air 
conditioner. 

Concerning allegations of 
poor healthcare, the team said 
medical reports show that spe-
cialised doctors had checked all 
his issues and given him medi-
cations. 

The team also found that the 
inmate also had several medi-
cal appointments in the coming 
period inside the centre and 
external hospitals.

The Office of the Ombudsman 
said they booked an alternative 
medical appointment for the 
inmate as he refused to attend 
the earlier one.

In pictures, the deal signing
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Supermarket fails to pay rent: Court 
order to vacate building, pay BD16,200
TDT | Manama 

Failure to pay rent for nine 
months landed a supermar-

ket operator in hot waters.
The High Tenancy Court 

ordered the tenant to pay the 
building owner BD16,200 to-
wards nine-month dues. 

The Court also ruled to expel 
the tenant from the property. 

Lawyer Zainab Ibrahim 
Sabt, who appeared for the 
plaintiff, said the court order 
came against a person who 

signed a two-year lease con-
tract for a monthly rent of  

BD1,800. The agreement was 
that the tenant should provide 

the rent as post-dated checks 
during the lease period. 

“However, when my client 
went to cash the checks, it 
bounced,” the lawyer said. 

This way, the defendant 
failed to pay rent from January 
to April 2022, which amounts 
to BD16,200. 

The Court accepted pho-
tocopies of the lease con-
tract that the defendant had  
signed. 

The Court also ruled to expel 
the defendant from the prop-
erty as the contract period  
expired.

Court acquits suspect in property 
fraud case for lack of evidence 
TDT | Manama

The Fourth Minor Crimi-
nal court acquitted a man 

accused of duping people by 
leasing plots owned by others 
for lack of evidence. 

The Public Prosecution re-
ferred the suspect to trial in 
March 2021 on charges that the 
person cheated two by leasing 
them a plot of land on which 
the suspect has no right. 

Lawyer Omar Al-Omar, rep-
resenting the defendant, re-
jected the charges and told the 
court that there was no evi-
dence to support the claims 

made by the victims. 
The court also accepted as 

proof correspondents from the 
General Department of Civil 
Defence addressing the accused 
as the owner of the plot of land. 

The lawyer also told the court 
that whoever denies this had 
no documents to prove their 
claims. 

Ruling in favour of the ac-
cused, the court ruled that the 
evidence provided against the 
suspect lacks clarity and is not 
good enough to convict or slap 
a fine. 

“Therefore, the court orders 
to acquit the accused as per 
Article 255 of the Criminal pro-
cedure code.”  

Drag Racing Club Chairman gets two years in jail for 
embezzlement 

• The court also 
ordered the defendant 
to return BD34,000 
misappropriated from 
the organisation

TDT | Manama

Th e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e 
now-defunct Drag Racing 
Club has been awarded 

a two-year jail term on embez-
zlement charges by the Lower 
Criminal Court. 

The court also ordered the 
defendant to return BD34,000 
misappropriated from the or-
ganisation. 

In February this year, HRH 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister, had directed 
to prosecute the club’s officials 
based on a forensic audit report 
by the National Audit Office cit-
ing misappropriation of public 
funds. 

At that time, HRH also em-

phasised the importance of 
enhancing accountability and 
responsibility while consolidat-
ing the principles of integrity 
and professionalism to preserve 
public funds.

The malpractices came to 
light after the Public Prosecu-
tion assigned one of the auditors 
at the National Audit Office to 
examine the club’s accounts. 

Pursuantly, the Public Prose-
cution issued an arrest warrant 
against the Chairman and Treas-
urer of the Club and ordered 
pre-trial detention. 

The club was dissolved by HH 

Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports First Depu-
ty Chairman, General Sports Au-
thority Chairman and Bahrain 
Olympic Committee President. 

In its investigation, the Public 
Prosecution had removed the 
confidentiality of the accounts, 
allowing the prosecution to 
track the source of funds. 

Investigators verified ac-
counts, transactions, spending 
and sources of funds during the 
probe. 

Investigations also focused on 
the contracts signed by the club 

with all parties. 
The General Department for 

Combating Corruption and Eco-
nomic and Electronic Security 
also conducted a parallel inves-
tigation into the club’s activities. 

Following the trial, the court, 
in its ruling, said that there are 
indisputable facts proving the 
hand of the defendant, who had 
pocketed the money owned by 
the club for his activities. 

Based on this, the court ruled 
the club’s chairman guilty of tak-
ing advantage of the club’s assets 
for personal gain. 

In February this year, HRH Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, had directed to prosecute the club’s 

officials based on a forensic audit report by the 
National Audit Office citing misappropriation 

of public funds. 

‘Dragged from 
track’ to jail

Picture for representation only

Son gets six months in jail 
for stealing from his father
TDT | Manama

Stealing money from his 
father’s account landed a 

16-year-old Bahraini boy in jail 
for six months. 

The boy, whose parents are 
separated, is charged with 
stealing more than BD11,000 
from his father’s account. 

The court will review his case 
three months after and based 
on a report by the Reform and 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

The court, however, acquit-
ted the boy’s mother, who stood 
accused along with the boy in 
the crime. 

The father said he filed a 
complaint after receiving a call 
from his son’s friend, who told 
him that his son had transferred 
money from his BenefitPay ac-
count. 

The father told cops that he 
and his ex-wife had differences 
over the custody of their son 
and alimony. 

When the boy visited my 
place, he took my phone, which 
he said was for playing games. 
However, it turned out that he 
was transferring funds through 

my BenefitPay to several ac-
counts, including my ex-wife. 

“I was shocked that only 
BD3,000 was in the account, 
which had around BD14,000.” 

Investigators found that the 
boy took the money through 
fraudulent transactions on the 
BenefitPay app. 

The boy confessed during in-
terrogation that he committed 
the crime after taking his fa-
ther’s phone under the pretext 
of playing a game. 

Court files say the boy also 
tricked one of his friends into 
withdrawing the funds through 

BenefitPay. 
The friend, who turned wit-

ness, told investigators that the 
boy said he needed funds for his 
uncle’s treatment in an Asian 
country as he could not with-
draw funds from there. 

He also asked me to transfer 
money to his account through 
his uncle’s Benefit account, 
which later turned out as the 
account of the boy’s father it-
self. Investigators also found 
that the boy later sought the 
help of another friend to with-
draw funds by telling him that 
his father was ill.

Court overturns BD1,800 compensation in debt non-payment case 
TDT | Manama 

The High Civil Court had 
overturned a ruling by the 

first instance judge awarding 
a BD1,800 compensation in a 
case filed against non-payment 
of debts. 

Case files say the accused had 
borrowed BD1,800 from her 
friend and husband after los-

ing her job. They agreed to pay 
back the amount in instalments, 
which the accused lawyer told 
the court she did without taking 
receipts. 

“However, after receiving 
most of the borrowed money, 
the friends filed a lawsuit de-
manding the full amount and a 
legal interest rate of 10%,” the 
lawyer said. One of the daugh-

ters of the suspect told the 
court that her mother borrowed 
the money and paid it back as 
instalments at a clothing store, 
but without taking receipts, for 
they trusted them.

The payment was later prov-
en by investigators from the 
shop’s account, leading the 
court to overturn the earlier 
judgement.

Human trafficking: Police 
arrest 34-year-old man
TDT | Manama 

Police arrested a 34-year-old 
Bahraini man accused of trick-

ing and forcing girls of foreign na-
tionalities into prostitution with 
fake offers. 

The Ministry of Interior, in a 
tweet, said the arrest followed an 
investigation into an audio clip that 
went viral online. 

Director General of the De-
partment of Investigation and 
Criminal Evidence said the case 
is currently before a competent  
court. 

Investigators said the suspect 
also had a history of trafficking 
and had served ten years in jail for 
possessing drugs in 2010. 
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Remote working: Shura tender to buy 40 tabs
TDT | Manama

Shura Council has launched 
a tender to buy 40 tables for 

members to work remotely and 
perform other duties.  

The devices, the tender says, 
are for members to perform 
their legislative tasks, view doc-
uments related to the work of 
committees and sessions, and 
attend meetings remotely. 

Equipment should have soft-
ware like word, PowerPoint, 
excel, outlook and zoom. 

The minimum screen size 
required is 12.5 to 13 inches. 

Devices should have key-
boards with letters in Arabic 

and English and support 5G. 
Suppliers should also provide 

a one-year comprehensive war-
ranty, which includes replacing 
the devices or auxiliary devices 
such as chargers and keyboards 
for a factory defect. 

Interested bidders can down-
load the tender document from 
the website of the Tender board. 

Bids should reach the board 
before the 13th of October 2022, 
with a BD500 bond and BD15 
tender fees. 

Representative picture

Representative picture

Representative picture

Representative picture

Wanted spare parts 
for MoI boats
TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Interior 
has invited bids from 

‘experienced and qualified 
suppliers for spare parts 
and miscellaneous items 
for its boats. 

Parts should meet quality 
standards set by the min-
istry. 

Those interested should 
bid before the 17th of Oc-
tober 2022, with a BD500 
bond and BD15 tender fees.

Youth and Sports 
ministry hiring 
‘office boys’, 
cleaners 
TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Youth 
and Sports Affairs is 

looking forward to hiring a 
contractor to clean its build-
ing in the Seef district and 
all its sports facilities. 

Wi l l i n g  c o n t r a c t o r s 
should keep the buildings 
clean internally and exter-
nally. 

The contract is valid for 
all ministry buildings, of-
ficers and sports facilities. 

Contractors should sup-
ply the ministry with work-
ers and ‘office boys’ trained 
in cleaning and supporting 
works for a year, from Jan-
uary 2023 to the 31st of De-
cember 2025. 

Make bids before the 
30th of October 2022, with 
a BD5,000 bond and BD100 
tender fees. 

Hamad town- Buri trunk sewer on way
TDT | Manama 

The Works Ministry is in 
plans to conduct site super-

vision for Hamad town -Buri 
trunk sewer system, for which 
it has opened a tender for hiring 
a consultancy service. 

The consultancy, the tender 
says, should conduct day-to-day 
site supervision of construction 
works and hold quantity sur-
veying works. The ministry is 
offering a 24-month contract. 

Those interested should bid 
before the 23rd of October 

2022, with a BD100 bond and 
BD100 tender fees. 

MoH renting space 
for coffee shops, 
cafeteria

TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Health 
has launched a tender 

for opening a cafeteria and a 
coffee shop in its new build-
ing in Al Khair Towers. 

The tender is also for 
opening a coffee shop at 
the GYM of the Psychiatric 
Hospital.  The ministry is 
offering a four-year contract 
for running the shops. 

If interested, make bids 
before the 23rd of October 
2022, with a BD500 bond 
and BD15 tender fees.

Bahrain adds 100 MW 
boost to solar dreams

EWA plans a 100 MW solar project on remediated site at Askar landfill

• Tender launched 
for remediation works

• EWA will open 
another tender soon 
for solar project

• Project part of 
bringing carbon 
emission in Bahrain 
to net zero by 2060

• Tender closes on the 
13th of November 2022

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain has long punched 
above its weight in the re-
gion on its push to diver-

sify its economy and energy mix. 
A bold move in this scenario 

was the 5% renewable energy 
target Bahrain sees in its energy 
mix by 2025 and 10% by 2035. 

This target comes as oil con-
tinues to provide about 70% of 

government revenue while the 
Kingdom witnessing a 6% an-
nual growth in power demand. 

But not for long, says EWA, 
which is fast establishing new 
innovative projects for a bright 
solar future. 

The latest, in this regard, is 
a 100-megawatt Independent 
Power Producer Solar photo-
voltaic (PV). 

The Electricity and Water Au-
thority plans to establish this 
project, which could power 
more than 17,000 homes on av-
erage and offset approximately 
170.43 million kg of CO2 annu-
ally, on a two-square-kilometre 
remediated site at Askar landfill. 

EWA has launched a request 
for proposals from interested 
parties, “who may be a single 
entity or an arrangement”, to 
remediate the landfill site. 

Reportedly, the municipal sol-
id waste landfill will reach its 
capacity in the next few years. 
Plans are also on the anvil for 
a new landfill in the Kingdom, 
which produces around 2 mil-
lion tonnes of waste every year. 

Tender for solar project soon 

Upon completion of site reme-
diation, EWA will launch another 
tender for developing the 100 
MW solar plant. 

EWA and the MOFNE are joint-
ly working on the project. The 
tender also calls for studying 
the feasibility of establishing a 
gas collection system, leachate 
collection system, and air qual-
ity monitoring system to ensure 
the site readiness for the solar 
project. 

Leachate occurs when rain-
water filters through wastes 
placed in a landfill. When this 
liquid comes in contact with 
buried wastes, it leaches or 
draws out chemicals or constit-
uents from those wastes.

“Converting this landfill site 
to a solar farm capable of pro-
ducing 100 MW is one of the 
many steps the country hopes to 
execute to realise the objective 
of bringing carbon emission in 
Bahrain to net zero by 2060,” 
Kamal bin Ahmed Mohammed, 
EWA President, said. 

Works scheduled

The tender says the project 
involves site remediation and 
studies, including permitting 
process and a list of associated 
studies. 

The tender scope also in-
cludes site investigation to 
meet the required performance 
specification and environment 
monitoring of the landfill site at 
agreed intervals until 12 months 
following the completion of the 
site remediation. 

Three stages
The project procurement, ac-

cording to EWA, will be conduct-
ed in three stages. 

Accordingly, authorities will 
assess bids against Minimum 
Eligibility Requirements, while 
pre-qualified bidders will get 
further evaluated in line with 
RFP requirements. 

In the third phase, EWA will 
award an EPC contract for Land 
remediation. 

Interested companies could 
download the tender documents 
from https://bit.ly/3C0DxLr. 

Bids should reach the tender 
board with BD5,000 initial bond 
and BD100 tender fees before 
the 23rd of October 2022. The 
closing date of the tender is the 
13th of November 2022. 

Askar, the only exist-
ing landfill/dumpsite 
in Bahrain, caters to 

municipal wastes, 
agricultural wastes 
and non-hazardous 
industrial wastes. 

Spread over an area of 
more than 700 acres, 

the landfill is expected 
to reach its capacity 
within the next few 

years.

KNOW
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Shuttle bus service 
for Tamkeen staff
TDT | Manama 

Tamkeen has invited bids 
from "high-level and 

professional transporta-
tion services" for providing 
transport for Tamkeen em-
ployees. 

The shuttle service will be 
between the car parking area 
at Bahrain Mall in Sanabis 
and Tamkeen offices in BCCI. 

T h e  w i n n i n g  b i d d e r 
should provide two buses 
for three years. 

 Bidders should purchase 
the tender before the 19th of 
October 2022, with a BD500 
bond and BD15 tender fees. 

The tender closes on the 
23rd of October 2022. 

Nine cos bid for Sadad 
sewerage project
TDT | Manama 

Works Ministry announced 
receiving nine bids for its 

sewerage scheme in Sadad, block 
1038 - phase 3. 

The scope of work includes pro-
viding the sewer connection to 108 
properties in Block number 1038.

The bids range between BHD 
248,998.504 and HD 403,485.409. 

Al Nosaif Contracting and Exca-
vation quoted the lowest amount. 

However, according to the ten-
der board, the lowest bidder may 
not necessarily receive the con-
tract, as price becomes the prin-
cipal criteria only after fulfilling 
technical and other criteria. 

The contract duration is 18 
months.

Manama Souq development gets 8 bids

TDT | Manama 

The Bahrain Tourism 
and Exhibition Au-

thority received eight bids 
from companies interested 
in taking up the “design and 

supervision” works of Ma-
nama Souq. 

As per the bids, the pro-
ject would cost BTEA be-
tween BHD 38,500.000 and 
BHD 129,290.625. 

Al a ali Engineering quot-
ed the lowest amount.

MIA gets a single 
bid for broadcast 
services
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain Business Ma-
chines emerged as the 

sole bidder to the Ministry 
of Information Affairs' pro-
ject to provide broadcast 
engineering managed pro-
fessional services.  The ten-
der offers a one-year deal to 
ensure the 24/7 operation 
of Bahrain's TV and radio 
channels. The deal also 
calls for providing manda-
tory training for new MIA 
technicians. Bahrain Busi-
ness Machines quoted BHD 
441,930.380 for taking up 
the job. 

Representative picture



87.96
Brent crude futures for 

November, which expire 
on Friday, fell 53 cents, or 

0.6%, to $87.96 a barrel. 
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India’s DMRC handling consultancy assignments for Bahrain Metro
TDT | Manama 

India’s Delhi Metro Rail Cor-
poration is handling consul-
tancy assignments for Bah-

rain Metro Project, which would 
cost $2 billion, a report quoting 
the corporation said. 

The Delhi Metro is a mass rap-
id transit system serving Delhi 
and its satellite cities of Ghazia-
bad, Faridabad, Gurgaon, Noida, 
Bahadurgarh and Ballabhgarh 
in the National Capital Region 
of India. 

DMRC is a 50-50 joint venture 

of the Government of India and 
the Government of the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi. 

A senior official at DMRC said 
they are currently handling 
consultancy assignments for 
Tel Aviv Metro Project, Bahrain 
Metro Project, Mauritius Metro 
Project, Alexandria Metro Pro-
ject (Egypt) and Ho Chi Minh 
City Metro Project (Vietnam). 

DMRC has provided HR Man-
power to the Jakarta Metro Pro-
ject in Indonesia in the past. 

An earlier report of ‘ET Now’ 
said that Delhi Metro is part-

nering with Virtue Global Hold-
ing Ltd for Bahrain’s Metro’s 
29 -km Phase 1 Work. As per 
the arrangement, DMRC would 
execute the engineering, pro-
curement and Construction con-
tract if the Dubai-based finan-
cial company, which has already 
qualified in the pre-bid stage, 
wins the bid. 

The final bidding, DMRC said, 
is expected in November. 

The Bahrain Metro is a fully 
automated, driverless system 
that will provide memorable 
journeys through residential, 

business, administration and lei-
sure spots. 

The Red and Blue lines that 
make up the Phase 1 of the new 
Metro System run a total of 28.6 
km. At peak time, up 43,000 pas-
sengers will be served. Accord-
ing to IDOM, being developed 
under a PPP scheme, the metro 
will have 20 stations (2 inter-
change) and a depot/stabling 
facility. Phase 1 is the starting 
point for the Bahrain Urban 
Transit Network Project (BUTN) 
which will have four lines and 
109 km.

LuLu Exchange unveils Diwali 
Golden Delight campaign!

• 10 winners to receive 
8 gm gold coins

• Campaign period 
from 1st October to 
31st October 2022

• Make more than 
one transaction to 
India to qualify

TDT | Manama 

With the festive fer-
vour around Diwali 
in mind, LuLu Ex-

change Bahrain is launching 

the Diwali Golden Delight cam-
paign for the month of October. 
LuLu Exchange Bahrain has 
always unveiled new campaigns 
to offer the best services to its 
customers and the Diwali cam-
paign is the latest example of 
this tradition. 

The period of promotion will 
last from 1st to 31st October 
2022 and customers who make 
more than one transaction to 
India during the period, will 
qualify for the lucky draw.

The 10 lucky winners will re-
ceive one gold coin each, weigh-
ing 8 grams, after being selected 
through a lucky draw conducted 
on 6th November 2022. Both 
branch transactions and LuLu 
Money App transactions are eli-
gible for the contest and there is 
no minimum amount criterion 
to qualify for the promotion. 
The prizes need to be redeemed 
by or before 31 April 2023.

According to Edison Fernan-
dez, General Manager, LuLu 
Exchange Bahrain, “This is 

a wonderful opportunity for 
LuLu Exchange customers to 
add more sparkle to their cel-
ebrations and the campaign is 
aligned with our focus on creat-
ing engaging promotions aimed 
at the happiness of our custom-
ers. We look forward to strong 
participation and wish you all a 
very Happy Diwali.” 

LuLu Exchange Bahrain
Incepted in the year 2013, 

LuLu Exchange Bahrain has 
now become an integral part 
of the country and its people’s 
lives. With 16 branches across 
the nation, LuLu Exchange 
makes money transfers, curren-
cy exchange, and cross border 
remittances a lot easier for the 
people. 

WISTA elects Bahraini as 
a board member
TDT | Manama

The World Information 
Technology and Services 

Alliance (WISTA) has elected 
Bahraini Ahmed Al Hujairy to 
its Board of Directors for the 
next three years.

The elections in Kuala Lum-
pur featured 15 candidates 
from different nationalities 
for posts in WISTA, a federation 
of members from more than 
80 countries that represent 
more than 90%t of the global 
technology market.

Al Hujairy said he would 
contribute to charting the 
overall directions for the de-
velopment of the ICT indus-
try globally through reports, 
recommendations and events 
held by WITSA, which is highly 
regarded by technical deci-

sion-makers in the public and 
business sectors as well as by 
international organisations.

“I will strive to achieve the 
alliance’s objectives through 
this membership, including 
facilitating global trade and in-
vestment in technical products 
and services,” he said.

Electricity and Water Affairs Minister Yasser bin Ibrahim Humaidan received an HSBC high-level delegation led by Chief Executive Officer Christopher Russel, who 
outlined the bank’s initiatives and projects to promote sustainability in its short and long-term strategic plans. The minister noted the pivotal role of the banking 
sector in supporting the Government’s projects to develop electricity and water services and diversify their sources. The delegation commended the level of 
services provided by the Ministry of Electricity and Water Affairs, noting steps being taken to integrate renewable energy sources into the overall energy mix and 
encouraging the use of energy efficiency solutions.

Mashreqbank leads Dubai 
index higher, Abu Dhabi falls
Reuters

Dubai index closed higher 
yesterday, boosted by a 

15% surge in lender Mashreq-
bank, while Abu Dhabi stocks 
slipped on volatility in crude 
markets.

Middle East crude bench-
marks were mixed on Friday, 
with Oman and Murban low-
er and Dubai edging higher 
on the last trading session of 
September.

In Dubai, the main share in-
dex rose 0.7%, driven by gains 
in heavyweight real estate and 
financial stocks as Blue-chip 
developer Emaar Properties 
jumped 1.4% and Dubai devel-
oper's construction unit Emaar 
Development advanced 2.9%.

Mashreqbank shares have 
gained following a report on 
Wednesday that the lender 
has received bids from several 
companies to purchase stake 
in its payment unit.

Among other stocks, low-
cost carrier Air Arabia gained 
1.5% after its unit announced 
a new direct flight to Moscow.

However, the index regis-
tered a monthly loss of 3%, its 
biggest drop in a month since 
September 2021.

In Abu Dhabi, the index re-
treated 0.7%, weighed down 
by a 2.6% drop in the United 
Arab Emirates' biggest lender, 
First Abu Dhabi Bank, and a 
1.6% fall in energy firm Abu 
Dhabi National Energy Com-
pany (TAQA).

Health insurance provider 
Hayah Insurance declined 
nearly 10% after major share-
holder Gulf Insurance Group 
sold its entire holding in the 
company.

Separately, Abu Dhabi-based 
Hospital operator Burjeel 
Holdings set a price range for 
its initial public offering (IPO) 
at 2 to 2.45 dirham ($0.5446 to 
$0.6671) a share, implying an 
equity value of $3.3 billion at 
the top end.

The company intends to sell 
around 550.7 million shares, 
or 11%, of issued share capi-
tal including 200 million new 
shares to be issued by Burjeel.

The Abu Dhabi index posted 
a monthly decline of 1.3%, ac-
cording to Refinitiv data.

Closing bell
ABU DHABI   0.7% to 9,711 pts

DUBAI   0.7% to 3,339 pts

Electronic boards showing stock information are pictured at the stock 
market, in Dubai, United Arab Emirates

Saudi real 
GDP growth 
to reach 
8.0% in 2022 
-finance 
ministry
Reuters

Saudi Arabia real gross do-
mestic product growth is 

expected to reach 8.0% in 
fiscal year 2022, the Saudi 
finance ministry said in a 
pre-budget statement yes-
terday. 

The ministry said the 
growth would be "driven by 
real GDP growth in oil activ-
ities and the sustained levels 
of growth in the real GDP in 
non-oil activities, which is 
expected to record growth 
of 5.9% in FY 2022."

Oil falls but notches weekly gain as 
OPEC+ considers output cut
Reuters | Houston

Oil prices dipped yester-
day in choppy trading but 

notched their first weekly gain 
in five on Friday, underpinned 
by the possibility that OPEC+ 
will agree to cut crude output 
when it meets on Oct. 5.

Brent crude futures for No-
vember, which expire on Fri-
day, fell 53 cents, or 0.6%, to 
$87.96 a barrel. The more active 
December contract was down 
$2.07 at $85.11.

US West Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude futures fell $1.74, 
or 2.1%, to $79.49.

Both contracts rose by more 
than $1 earlier in the session but 
dropped on news that OPEC's 
oil output rose in September 

to its highest since 2020, sur-
passing a pledged hike for the 
month, according to a Reuters 
survey yesterday. 

"There is definitely some 
profit taking from the gains we 
saw earlier in the week. $80 
is sort of the pivot point these 
days," said John Kilduff, part-
ner at Again Capital LLC in New 

York.
"Increased worries about fi-

nancial stability in the UK ... is 
undermining the demand out-
look once again," Kilduff added.

Brent and WTI gained 2% and 
1% on a weekly basis, marking 
the first weekly rise since Au-
gust and following nine-month 
lows hit this week.

While the dollar has dropped 
from 20-year highs earlier in 
the week, it gained through 
the day . A stronger greenback 
makes dollar-denominated 
oil more expensive for buyers 
holding other currencies, re-
ducing demand for the com-
modity.

U.S. energy firms this week 
added two oil rigs for a third 
week in a row. 
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SUCCESS SEEMS TO BE LARGELY 
A MATTER OF HANGING ON AFTER 
OTHERS HAVE LET GO
WILLIAM FEATHER
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Vladimir Putin is once 
again violating in-

ternational law with his 
threats to annex more of 
Ukraine. We will not hes-
itate to take further ac-
tion, including imposing 
more sanctions to cripple 
Putin’s war machine. We 
will ensure he loses this 
illegal war.

@trussliz

The illegal annexation 
proclaimed by Putin 

won’t change anything. 
All territories illegally 
occupied by Russian 
invaders are Ukrainian 
land and will always be 
part of this sovereign 
nation.

@vonderleyen

I’m saddened and out-
raged by repeated vio-

lent attacks on civilians in 
#Afganistan. @WHO con-
demns such acts. We are 
ready to provide immedi-
ate support to the health 
care system to treat the 
injured.

@DrTedros

Travelled on board 
the Vande Bharat 

Express! It was a delight 
to meet women start-up 
entrepreneurs, talent-
ed youth, those associ-
ated with the Railways 
team and those involved 
in building the Vande 
Bharat train. It was a 
memorable journey.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Modi launches India-made high 
speed train in modernisation drive
Reuters | London

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi yesterday launched a 

third Indian-made high speed 
train in his home state of Guja-
rat, as a part of plans to modern-
ise the country’s rail network.

New Delhi plans to launch 
75 of the Vande Bharat Express 
trains by August 2023 to con-
nect all major industrial and 
business cities. The trains have 
a top speed of 160 kilometres 
per hour (kmh) (99 miles per 
hour).

The average speed of Indi-
an trains has remained around 
50 kmh, and of freight trains 
around 25 kmh, hitting the 
state-owned railways’ earnings, 
according to a national audi-
tor’s report in April.

The 16-coach Vande Express, 
with a capacity of 1,128 pas-
sengers, will provide a better 
experience for travellers even 
compared to flying, Modi said 
after the launch.

The latest train - with up-
dated passenger facilities com-
pared with the previous two 
launches - will connect India’s 
financial capital Mumbai with 
Gandhinagar, the capital of Gu-
jarat state, a senior railways 
official said.

Pathik Patwari, President of 
the Gujarat Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, welcomed 
the launch. “Many business-
men who do not travel much 

on trains due to long travel time 
will start travelling on the train 
now,” he said.

The weight of the latest train 

has been reduced by 38 tonnes 
from earlier versions to 392 
tonnes, ensuring a more com-
fortable ride, and it can contin-
ue functioning even in two feet 
water, officials said.

A spokesperson for Integrat-
ed Coach Factory, Chennai, 
which manufactured the train, 
told Reuters it was fully de-
signed in India, with 80% local 
materials, and would cost about 
11 billion rupees ($135 million).

He said the state-run factory 
aimed to produce at least 27 
by March 2023, besides high-
speed freight trains soon.

Indian Railways,  which 
posted a fall in passenger earn-
ings during two years of the 
pandemic, is on a path to re-
covery, with total revenues up 
37% year-on-year to 964.3 bil-
lion rupees ($11.82 billion) in 
April-August.

Hurricane Ian looms off Carolinas
Florida hurricane death toll rises to 21 as South Carolina prepares for landfall

• Hurricane expected 
to bring life-threatening 
flooding, storm 
surges and winds to 
South Carolina

Reuters | Washington

A resurgent Hurricane Ian 
barreled toward South 
Carolina yesterday, a day 

after carving a path of destruc-
tion across the Florida peninsula, 
washing away houses, causing a 
causeway to collapse and strand-
ing thousands along the state’s 
Gulf Coast.

The hurricane led to at least 
21 confirmed or unconfirmed 
deaths in Florida, Kevin Guthrie, 
director of the state’s Division of 
Emergency Management, said 
at a morning briefing. It was the 
first time a state official offered an 
estimate of the human toll.

Ian, which had weakened to a 
tropical storm during its march 
across Florida, was upgraded to a 
Category 1 hurricane on Thursday 
as it churned toward South Car-
olina with maximum sustained 
wind speeds of 85 mph (140 kph), 
the US National Hurricane Center 
(NHC) said.

The hurricane was forecast to 
hit north of low-lying Charleston 
at about 2 pm ET (1800 GMT) 
yesterday, bringing potentially 
life-threatening flooding, storm 
surges and winds. Hundreds of 

miles of coastline, stretching from 
Georgia to North Carolina, were 
under a hurricane warning.

Officials in Georgia, South Car-
olina and North Carolina urged 
residents to prepare for danger-
ous conditions.

By mid-morning yesterday in 
Charleston and Charleston Coun-
ty, South Carolina, everyone was 
ordered off the roads and the 
Charleston International Airport 
was closed because of high winds.

Kelsey Barlow, a spokeswoman 
for Charleston County, home to 
more than 400,000 residents, said 
that the county has two shelters 
open and a third on standby.

“But it’s too late for people to 
come to the shelters. The storm 
is here. Everyone needs to shel-
ter in place, stay off the roads,” 

Barlow said.
Barlow said a storm surge of 

more than seven feet was expect-
ed, on top of the noon high tide 
that could bring another six feet 
of water, causing massive flood-
ing.

With the eye of the storm still 
hours away, torrential rain had 
already arrived in Charleston. 
Video clips on social media 
showed several inches of water 
in some streets in the historic port 
city, which is especially prone to 
flooding.

Charleston is particularly at 
risk. A city-commissioned report 
released in November 2020 found 
that about 90% of all residen-
tial properties were vulnerable 
to storm surge flooding. Parts of 
northeast South Carolina, near 

Charleston, could also experience 
up to eight inches of rain.

Even so, the expected storm 
surges were not as severe as those 
issued by the NHC when the storm 
was approaching Florida. Edisto 
Beach, South Carolina, a resort 
destination about 30 miles south 
of Charleston, was expected to 
see a four- to seven-foot surge. 
That compares to 12-foot surges 
reported earlier in the week for 
parts of the Gulf Coast.

‘Big wallop’
Two days after Ian first came 

ashore on Florida’s Gulf Coast as 
one of the most powerful storms 
ever to hit the US mainland, the 
extent of the damage there was 
becoming more apparent.

“Clearly it has packed a big wal-

lop,” Governor Ron DeSantis said 
at the briefing.

“The response was very, very 
quick,” he said. “I do think that 
response made a difference.”

Some 10,000 people were un-
accounted for, Guthrie said, but 
many of them were likely in shel-
ters or without power, making it 
impossible to check in with loved 
ones or local officials. He said he 
expected the number to “organi-
cally” shrink in the coming days.

Fort Myers, a city close to 
where the eye of the storm first 
came ashore, absorbed a major 
blow, with numerous houses de-
stroyed by 150 mph winds and a 
powerful storm surge. Offshore, 
Sanibel Island, a popular destina-
tion for vacationers and retirees, 
was cut off when a causeway was 
rendered impassable.

Hundreds of beleaguered Fort 
Myers residents lined up at a 
Home Depot that opened early 
yesterday on the east side of the 
city, hoping to purchase gas cans, 
generators, bottled water and an-
ything else needed to survive. The 
line stretched for 100 yards.

Many said they felt the city and 
state governments were doing 
everything possible to help peo-
ple but said the lack of communi-
cation and uncertainty about how 
they would go on living in the area 
weighed heavily on them.

Sarah Sodre-Crot and Marco 
Martins, a married couple and 
both 22, immigrated from Brazil 
with their families five years ago, 
seeking a better life than they 
had back home. They rode out 
the storm in their home in east 
Fort Myers.

622,681,746

6,547,915

602,494,535

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+295,516

+629

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

816,498 +109 9,352 +1 803,623 3,523

UAE 1,027,502 +471 2,345 1,006,731 18,426

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 655,316 641

Oman 397,993 4,260 384,669 9,064

Qatar 451,168 +720 682 444,174 6,312

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,166,904 1,084,282

2 India 44,587,307 528,629

3 France 35,391,211 155,112

4 Brazil 34,706,757 686,027

5 Germany 33,312,373 149,948

6 S. Korea 24,769,101 28,406

7 UK 23,621,952 189,919

8 Italy 22,467,278 177,092

9 Japan 21,265,862 44,789

10 Russia 20,985,756 387,269

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139

12 Spain 13,412,263 114,084

13 Vietnam 11,479,356 43,148

14 Australia 10,239,574 15,207
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News in brief 
 u The 
Indonesian 
navy hasn’t 

requested or received money to release detained 
vessels or ship captains, a senior naval officer 
said, responding to a Reuters report quoting 
captains saying they were held by the navy in 
an extortion scheme. Dozens of ships have been 
arrested by the Indonesian navy over the last year for 
illegally anchoring in its waters just east of Singapore 

based on information from a dozen people involved in the cases, including 
captains, ship owners, intermediaries and insurers. Most of the captains were 
freed after a few weeks once ship owners made unofficial payments to navy 
intermediaries of between $300,000 and $400,000, the people said.

 u Seven 
bodies have 
been found 
washed ashore on a beach in southern Vietnam, 
authorities said yesterday, a week after a boat 
with more than 40 people on board sank off 
the neighbouring Cambodian coastal town of 
Sihanoukville. The bodies found on a beach on Phu 
Quoc Island, which straddles the border area between the countries, Vietnam’s 
Ministry of Public Security said in a news release. Two of the bodies were carrying 
Chinese papers in their pockets, it said.

 u A fire broke 
out Thursday at 
Paraguay’s Superior 

Court of Elections, 
destroying thousands of 
electronic ballot boxes 
and other equipment only 
two months ahead of the 
South American country’s 
presidential primaries, 
officials said. “So far we have 
lost 8,500 electoral machines, 

notebooks, electoral material, but we guarantee citizens that the December 
elections will take place as planned,” Jamie Bestard, the judicial body’s president, 
said from outside the burned building in Asuncion. Two court officials, who are 
missing, are being sought by authorities, national police chief Gilberto Fleitas said. 
More than 300 firefighters were deployed to the scene to fight the flames, which 
were brought under control after six hours.

 u Thailand’s 
Constitutional Court 
yesterday ruled Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha had not 
exceeded the maximum eight years 
allowed in the post, paving the way 
for his likely return from a five-week 
suspension. The court was announcing its 
decision in a case filed by the opposition, 
which sought clarity on whether Prayuth’s 
time as leader of a military government 
formed after a coup eight years ago should count in his overall tally.

Indonesian navy denies it 
requested payments to release ships

Fire in Paraguay elections office 
destroys thousands of vote machines

Seven bodies found on Vietnam beach a 
week after Cambodia boat sinking

Thai court rules Prayuth has not 
exceeded 8-year limit as PM

Kabul suicide blast kills 19, mostly girls, at education centre
Reuters | Kabul

A suicide bomb attack on a 
classroom of hundreds of 

people preparing for exams in the 
Afghan capital yesterday killed 
at least 19 people, with most of 
the casualties girls, police and a 
witness said.

The blast ripped through Kaaj 
Higher Educational Center, 
which coaches mainly adult men 
and women ahead of university 
entrance tests.

“We were around 600 in the 
class. But most of the casualties 
are among the girls,” Akbar, a stu-
dent who was wounded in the 
attack, told AFP from a nearby 
hospital.

The attack happened in the 
Dasht-e-Barchi neighbourhood of 
western Kabul, a predominantly 
Shiite Muslim area home to the 
minority Hazara community, the 
target of some of Afghanistan’s 
most deadly attacks.

“Students were preparing for 
an exam when a suicide bomber 
struck at this educational cen-
tre. Unfortunately, 19 people have 
been martyred and 27 others 
wounded,” Kabul police spokes-
man Khalid Zadran said.

Families rushed to area hos-
pitals, where ambulances were 
arriving with victims and lists of 
those confirmed dead and wound-
ed were posted on the walls.

“We didn’t find her here,” a dis-
tressed woman looking for her 
sister at one of the hospitals told 
AFP. “She was 19 years old.”

“We are calling her but she’s not 

responding.”
At at least one hospital, the Tal-

iban forced families of victims to 
leave the site, fearing that there 
could be a follow-up attack on 
the crowd.

Videos posted online and pho-
tos published by local media 
showed bloodied victims being 
carried away from the scene.

“Security teams have reached 
the site, the nature of the attack 

and the details of the casualties 
will be released later,” Abdul Nafy 
Takor, the interior ministry’s 
spokesman, earlier tweeted.

“Attacking civilian targets 
proves the enemy’s inhuman cru-
elty and lack of moral standards.”

Relatives and medical staff shift a wounded girl from an ambulance outside a 
hospital in Kabul

Narendra Modi flags off new Vande Bharat Express

Holly Nugyn walks out of her flooded neighbourhood after Hurricane Ian passed by 
the area

More gunfire in Burkina Faso 
capital after junta leader urges calm
Reuters | Ouagadougou 

More gunshots rang out 
near Burkina Faso’s pres-

idential palace yesterday after-
noon, shortly after its military 
leader sought to quell fears of 
a second coup in eight months.

Residents of the capital Oua-
gadougou woke to the sound 
of gunfire at dawn yesterday. 
Soon after, soldiers and military 
vehicles took to the deserted 
streets, cutting off access to ad-
ministrative buildings.

By mid-morning, the city, 
usually buzzing with mo-
torbikes and cars, was quiet. 
Schools, businesses and banks 
were shut. State television 
stopped broadcasting.

But heavy gunfire broke out 
again near the presidential pal-
ace in the early afternoon, two 
Reuters reporters said.

It was not clear if a coup was 
underway, but security sources 
say there has been frustration 
within the military at a lack of 
progress in combating Islamist 
militants.

Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo 
Damiba, who took power in a 
coup in January, urged calm in 
a statement. Certain members 
of the armed forces overcome 
by “moods swings” had created 
a “confused situation,” he said.

His whereabouts are un-
known.

“Since he [Damiba] took 
power, our soldiers die often 
and this does not sadden him,” 
said Marcelin Ouedraogo, who 
joined a protest in the city cen-
tre yesterday calling for the end 

of French military involvement 
in Burkina Faso, and for collab-
oration with Russia.

The latest unrest bore the 
hallmarks of other power grabs 
that have swept across West 
and Central Africa since 2020, 
undoing years of democratic 
progress.

The coups have been driven 
in part by violence committed 

by Islamist groups who have 
taken over large areas of north-
ern Burkina Faso and parts of 
neighbouring Mali and Niger.

Civilian populations have 
cheered military juntas in the 
hope that they would be more 
successful at containing the in-
surgents than their democrati-
cally-elected predecessors.

As well as Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Chad, and Guinea have all seen 
coups since 2020.

Yesterday’s unrest is a “damn-
ing indictment for the state of 
democracy in the region”, said 
Eric Humphery-Smith, Senior 
Africa Analyst at risk intelli-
gence company Verisk Ma-
plecroft. Another coup would 
mark the “sixth unconstitution-
al takeover in the Sahel in the 
past two years,” he said.

Damiba’s takeover was large-
ly celebrated by Burkinabe fed 
up with the inability of former 
President Roch Kabore’s gov-
ernment to rein in militants 
linked to Islamic State and al 
Qaeda.

boats lie scattered amidst mobile homes after the passage of Hurricane Ian, on San 
Carlos Island, in Fort Myers Beach

Soldiers block the road to stop the advance of protesters against junta leader 
Paul-Henri Damiba

US forces seize nearly $100 million 
in heroin, hashish in Middle East
STARS AND STRIPES | Manama

The US Navy seized nearly 
$100 million in illicit drugs 

this week from fishing vessels 
in the Gulf of Oman as part of 
a multinational effort in the 
Middle East to stem the tide of 
trafficking on the seas, officials 
said.

On Tuesday, the Coast Guard 
fast response cutter Charles 
Moulthrope seized 5,313 
pounds of heroin worth an 
estimated $85 million from a 
fishing vessel in international 
waters in the Gulf of Oman, U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command 
said in a statement the same 
day.

On Wednesday, the destroyer 
USS Delbert D. Black confiscat-
ed 15,873 pounds of hashish 
worth an estimated $10 million 
from another fishing vessel, 
also in the Gulf of Oman, the 
Navy said in a separate state-
ment Thursday.

Delbert D. Black has been pa-
trolling waters in the Middle 
East since August in support of 
5th Fleet, which is headquar-
tered in Manama, Bahrain, the 
Navy said.

Homeported at Naval Sta-
tion Mayport in Florida, the 
ship deployed in August as part 
of the USS George H.W. Bush 
Carrier Strike Group, which is 
operating in the Mediterranean 

Sea in the US 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility.

This is the first deployment 

for Delbert D. Black, which has 
a crew of more than 300 and a 
detachment from Helicopter 
Maritime Strike Squadron 48, 
the Navy said.

The Coast Guard’s Charles 
Moulthrope was operating in 
support of the Saudi Arabia-led 
Combined Task Force 150, one 
of four task forces under Com-
bined Maritime Forces.

Homeported in Bahrain, the 
ship has a crew of nearly 30 
and has been operating in the 
Middle East since May 2021.

The multinational partner-
ship has made 13 drug interdic-
tions so far this year, resulting 
in the seizure of nearly $300 
million in heroin, methamphet-
amine, amphetamine pills and 
hashish, the Navy said.

US Coast Guard personnel seize bags of illegal drugs from a fishing vessel

USS Delbert D. Black 
has been patrolling 

waters in the Middle 
East since August in 
support of 5th Fleet, 
which is headquar-
tered in Manama, 

Bahrain

KNOW WHAT

Students were preparing 
for an exam when a 

suicide bomber struck at 
this educational centre. 
Unfortunately, 19 people 
have been martyred and 

27 others wounded
KABUL POLICE SPOKESMAN KHALID ZADRAN

The weight of the 
latest train has been 
reduced by 38 tonnes 
from earlier versions 
to 392 tonnes, ensur-
ing a more comfort-
able ride, and it can 
continue functioning 

even in two feet water

KNOW

BETTER

Around 300 recent high 
school graduates had 
come to take practice 
exams at the centre 

which helps students 
prepare and study for 

the entrance exams

KNOW WHAT

About 1.99 million 
homes and businesses 
remained without pow-
er yesterday, according 
to tracking service pow-
eroutage.com. Ian has 
affected more than 3.3 
million customers since 

it hit on Wednesday

KNOW WHAT

Yesterday’s develop-
ments felt all too fa-
miliar in West Africa, 
where a coup in Mali 

in August 2020 set off 
a series of military 
power grabs in the 

region

KNOW WHAT
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Alexander the Great de-
feats Darius III of Persia in 
the Battle of Gaugamela

Prince Willem III of 
Orange accepts invi-
tation of take up the 
British crown

Henry Ford introduces the 
Model T car (costs $825)

World War I: Combined Arab and 
British force under the Lawrence 
of Arabia, T. E. Lawrence cap-
tures Damascus from the Turks



SUCCESS SEEMS TO BE LARGELY 
A MATTER OF HANGING ON AFTER 
OTHERS HAVE LET GO
WILLIAM FEATHER
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Vladimir Putin is once 
again violating in-

ternational law with his 
threats to annex more of 
Ukraine. We will not hes-
itate to take further ac-
tion, including imposing 
more sanctions to cripple 
Putin’s war machine. We 
will ensure he loses this 
illegal war.

@trussliz

The illegal annexation 
proclaimed by Putin 

won’t change anything. 
All territories illegally 
occupied by Russian 
invaders are Ukrainian 
land and will always be 
part of this sovereign 
nation.

@vonderleyen

I’m saddened and out-
raged by repeated vio-

lent attacks on civilians in 
#Afganistan. @WHO con-
demns such acts. We are 
ready to provide immedi-
ate support to the health 
care system to treat the 
injured.

@DrTedros

Travelled on board 
the Vande Bharat 

Express! It was a delight 
to meet women start-up 
entrepreneurs, talent-
ed youth, those associ-
ated with the Railways 
team and those involved 
in building the Vande 
Bharat train. It was a 
memorable journey.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Modi launches India-made high 
speed train in modernisation drive
Reuters | London

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi yesterday launched a 

third Indian-made high speed 
train in his home state of Guja-
rat, as a part of plans to modern-
ise the country’s rail network.

New Delhi plans to launch 
75 of the Vande Bharat Express 
trains by August 2023 to con-
nect all major industrial and 
business cities. The trains have 
a top speed of 160 kilometres 
per hour (kmh) (99 miles per 
hour).

The average speed of Indi-
an trains has remained around 
50 kmh, and of freight trains 
around 25 kmh, hitting the 
state-owned railways’ earnings, 
according to a national audi-
tor’s report in April.

The 16-coach Vande Express, 
with a capacity of 1,128 pas-
sengers, will provide a better 
experience for travellers even 
compared to flying, Modi said 
after the launch.

The latest train - with up-
dated passenger facilities com-
pared with the previous two 
launches - will connect India’s 
financial capital Mumbai with 
Gandhinagar, the capital of Gu-
jarat state, a senior railways 
official said.

Pathik Patwari, President of 
the Gujarat Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, welcomed 
the launch. “Many business-
men who do not travel much 

on trains due to long travel time 
will start travelling on the train 
now,” he said.

The weight of the latest train 

has been reduced by 38 tonnes 
from earlier versions to 392 
tonnes, ensuring a more com-
fortable ride, and it can contin-
ue functioning even in two feet 
water, officials said.

A spokesperson for Integrat-
ed Coach Factory, Chennai, 
which manufactured the train, 
told Reuters it was fully de-
signed in India, with 80% local 
materials, and would cost about 
11 billion rupees ($135 million).

He said the state-run factory 
aimed to produce at least 27 
by March 2023, besides high-
speed freight trains soon.

Indian Railways,  which 
posted a fall in passenger earn-
ings during two years of the 
pandemic, is on a path to re-
covery, with total revenues up 
37% year-on-year to 964.3 bil-
lion rupees ($11.82 billion) in 
April-August.

Hurricane Ian looms off Carolinas
Florida hurricane death toll rises to 21 as South Carolina prepares for landfall

• Hurricane expected 
to bring life-threatening 
flooding, storm 
surges and winds to 
South Carolina

Reuters | Washington

A resurgent Hurricane Ian 
barreled toward South 
Carolina yesterday, a day 

after carving a path of destruc-
tion across the Florida peninsula, 
washing away houses, causing a 
causeway to collapse and strand-
ing thousands along the state’s 
Gulf Coast.

The hurricane led to at least 
21 confirmed or unconfirmed 
deaths in Florida, Kevin Guthrie, 
director of the state’s Division of 
Emergency Management, said 
at a morning briefing. It was the 
first time a state official offered an 
estimate of the human toll.

Ian, which had weakened to a 
tropical storm during its march 
across Florida, was upgraded to a 
Category 1 hurricane on Thursday 
as it churned toward South Car-
olina with maximum sustained 
wind speeds of 85 mph (140 kph), 
the US National Hurricane Center 
(NHC) said.

The hurricane was forecast to 
hit north of low-lying Charleston 
at about 2 pm ET (1800 GMT) 
yesterday, bringing potentially 
life-threatening flooding, storm 
surges and winds. Hundreds of 

miles of coastline, stretching from 
Georgia to North Carolina, were 
under a hurricane warning.

Officials in Georgia, South Car-
olina and North Carolina urged 
residents to prepare for danger-
ous conditions.

By mid-morning yesterday in 
Charleston and Charleston Coun-
ty, South Carolina, everyone was 
ordered off the roads and the 
Charleston International Airport 
was closed because of high winds.

Kelsey Barlow, a spokeswoman 
for Charleston County, home to 
more than 400,000 residents, said 
that the county has two shelters 
open and a third on standby.

“But it’s too late for people to 
come to the shelters. The storm 
is here. Everyone needs to shel-
ter in place, stay off the roads,” 

Barlow said.
Barlow said a storm surge of 

more than seven feet was expect-
ed, on top of the noon high tide 
that could bring another six feet 
of water, causing massive flood-
ing.

With the eye of the storm still 
hours away, torrential rain had 
already arrived in Charleston. 
Video clips on social media 
showed several inches of water 
in some streets in the historic port 
city, which is especially prone to 
flooding.

Charleston is particularly at 
risk. A city-commissioned report 
released in November 2020 found 
that about 90% of all residen-
tial properties were vulnerable 
to storm surge flooding. Parts of 
northeast South Carolina, near 

Charleston, could also experience 
up to eight inches of rain.

Even so, the expected storm 
surges were not as severe as those 
issued by the NHC when the storm 
was approaching Florida. Edisto 
Beach, South Carolina, a resort 
destination about 30 miles south 
of Charleston, was expected to 
see a four- to seven-foot surge. 
That compares to 12-foot surges 
reported earlier in the week for 
parts of the Gulf Coast.

‘Big wallop’
Two days after Ian first came 

ashore on Florida’s Gulf Coast as 
one of the most powerful storms 
ever to hit the US mainland, the 
extent of the damage there was 
becoming more apparent.

“Clearly it has packed a big wal-

lop,” Governor Ron DeSantis said 
at the briefing.

“The response was very, very 
quick,” he said. “I do think that 
response made a difference.”

Some 10,000 people were un-
accounted for, Guthrie said, but 
many of them were likely in shel-
ters or without power, making it 
impossible to check in with loved 
ones or local officials. He said he 
expected the number to “organi-
cally” shrink in the coming days.

Fort Myers, a city close to 
where the eye of the storm first 
came ashore, absorbed a major 
blow, with numerous houses de-
stroyed by 150 mph winds and a 
powerful storm surge. Offshore, 
Sanibel Island, a popular destina-
tion for vacationers and retirees, 
was cut off when a causeway was 
rendered impassable.

Hundreds of beleaguered Fort 
Myers residents lined up at a 
Home Depot that opened early 
yesterday on the east side of the 
city, hoping to purchase gas cans, 
generators, bottled water and an-
ything else needed to survive. The 
line stretched for 100 yards.

Many said they felt the city and 
state governments were doing 
everything possible to help peo-
ple but said the lack of communi-
cation and uncertainty about how 
they would go on living in the area 
weighed heavily on them.

Sarah Sodre-Crot and Marco 
Martins, a married couple and 
both 22, immigrated from Brazil 
with their families five years ago, 
seeking a better life than they 
had back home. They rode out 
the storm in their home in east 
Fort Myers.

622,681,746

6,547,915

602,494,535

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+295,516

+629

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

816,498 +109 9,352 +1 803,623 3,523

UAE 1,027,502 +471 2,345 1,006,731 18,426

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 655,316 641

Oman 397,993 4,260 384,669 9,064

Qatar 451,168 +720 682 444,174 6,312

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,166,904 1,084,282

2 India 44,587,307 528,629

3 France 35,391,211 155,112

4 Brazil 34,706,757 686,027

5 Germany 33,312,373 149,948

6 S. Korea 24,769,101 28,406

7 UK 23,621,952 189,919

8 Italy 22,467,278 177,092

9 Japan 21,265,862 44,789

10 Russia 20,985,756 387,269

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139

12 Spain 13,412,263 114,084

13 Vietnam 11,479,356 43,148

14 Australia 10,239,574 15,207
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News in brief 
 u The 
Indonesian 
navy hasn’t 

requested or received money to release detained 
vessels or ship captains, a senior naval officer 
said, responding to a Reuters report quoting 
captains saying they were held by the navy in 
an extortion scheme. Dozens of ships have been 
arrested by the Indonesian navy over the last year for 
illegally anchoring in its waters just east of Singapore 

based on information from a dozen people involved in the cases, including 
captains, ship owners, intermediaries and insurers. Most of the captains were 
freed after a few weeks once ship owners made unofficial payments to navy 
intermediaries of between $300,000 and $400,000, the people said.

 u Seven 
bodies have 
been found 
washed ashore on a beach in southern Vietnam, 
authorities said yesterday, a week after a boat 
with more than 40 people on board sank off 
the neighbouring Cambodian coastal town of 
Sihanoukville. The bodies found on a beach on Phu 
Quoc Island, which straddles the border area between the countries, Vietnam’s 
Ministry of Public Security said in a news release. Two of the bodies were carrying 
Chinese papers in their pockets, it said.

 u A fire broke 
out Thursday at 
Paraguay’s Superior 

Court of Elections, 
destroying thousands of 
electronic ballot boxes 
and other equipment only 
two months ahead of the 
South American country’s 
presidential primaries, 
officials said. “So far we have 
lost 8,500 electoral machines, 

notebooks, electoral material, but we guarantee citizens that the December 
elections will take place as planned,” Jamie Bestard, the judicial body’s president, 
said from outside the burned building in Asuncion. Two court officials, who are 
missing, are being sought by authorities, national police chief Gilberto Fleitas said. 
More than 300 firefighters were deployed to the scene to fight the flames, which 
were brought under control after six hours.

 u Thailand’s 
Constitutional Court 
yesterday ruled Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha had not 
exceeded the maximum eight years 
allowed in the post, paving the way 
for his likely return from a five-week 
suspension. The court was announcing its 
decision in a case filed by the opposition, 
which sought clarity on whether Prayuth’s 
time as leader of a military government 
formed after a coup eight years ago should count in his overall tally.

Indonesian navy denies it 
requested payments to release ships

Fire in Paraguay elections office 
destroys thousands of vote machines

Seven bodies found on Vietnam beach a 
week after Cambodia boat sinking

Thai court rules Prayuth has not 
exceeded 8-year limit as PM

Kabul suicide blast kills 19, mostly girls, at education centre
Reuters | Kabul

A suicide bomb attack on a 
classroom of hundreds of 

people preparing for exams in the 
Afghan capital yesterday killed 
at least 19 people, with most of 
the casualties girls, police and a 
witness said.

The blast ripped through Kaaj 
Higher Educational Center, 
which coaches mainly adult men 
and women ahead of university 
entrance tests.

“We were around 600 in the 
class. But most of the casualties 
are among the girls,” Akbar, a stu-
dent who was wounded in the 
attack, told AFP from a nearby 
hospital.

The attack happened in the 
Dasht-e-Barchi neighbourhood of 
western Kabul, a predominantly 
Shiite Muslim area home to the 
minority Hazara community, the 
target of some of Afghanistan’s 
most deadly attacks.

“Students were preparing for 
an exam when a suicide bomber 
struck at this educational cen-
tre. Unfortunately, 19 people have 
been martyred and 27 others 
wounded,” Kabul police spokes-
man Khalid Zadran said.

Families rushed to area hos-
pitals, where ambulances were 
arriving with victims and lists of 
those confirmed dead and wound-
ed were posted on the walls.

“We didn’t find her here,” a dis-
tressed woman looking for her 
sister at one of the hospitals told 
AFP. “She was 19 years old.”

“We are calling her but she’s not 

responding.”
At at least one hospital, the Tal-

iban forced families of victims to 
leave the site, fearing that there 
could be a follow-up attack on 
the crowd.

Videos posted online and pho-
tos published by local media 
showed bloodied victims being 
carried away from the scene.

“Security teams have reached 
the site, the nature of the attack 

and the details of the casualties 
will be released later,” Abdul Nafy 
Takor, the interior ministry’s 
spokesman, earlier tweeted.

“Attacking civilian targets 
proves the enemy’s inhuman cru-
elty and lack of moral standards.”

Relatives and medical staff shift a wounded girl from an ambulance outside a 
hospital in Kabul

Narendra Modi flags off new Vande Bharat Express

Holly Nugyn walks out of her flooded neighbourhood after Hurricane Ian passed by 
the area

More gunfire in Burkina Faso 
capital after junta leader urges calm
Reuters | Ouagadougou 

More gunshots rang out 
near Burkina Faso’s pres-

idential palace yesterday after-
noon, shortly after its military 
leader sought to quell fears of 
a second coup in eight months.

Residents of the capital Oua-
gadougou woke to the sound 
of gunfire at dawn yesterday. 
Soon after, soldiers and military 
vehicles took to the deserted 
streets, cutting off access to ad-
ministrative buildings.

By mid-morning, the city, 
usually buzzing with mo-
torbikes and cars, was quiet. 
Schools, businesses and banks 
were shut. State television 
stopped broadcasting.

But heavy gunfire broke out 
again near the presidential pal-
ace in the early afternoon, two 
Reuters reporters said.

It was not clear if a coup was 
underway, but security sources 
say there has been frustration 
within the military at a lack of 
progress in combating Islamist 
militants.

Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo 
Damiba, who took power in a 
coup in January, urged calm in 
a statement. Certain members 
of the armed forces overcome 
by “moods swings” had created 
a “confused situation,” he said.

His whereabouts are un-
known.

“Since he [Damiba] took 
power, our soldiers die often 
and this does not sadden him,” 
said Marcelin Ouedraogo, who 
joined a protest in the city cen-
tre yesterday calling for the end 

of French military involvement 
in Burkina Faso, and for collab-
oration with Russia.

The latest unrest bore the 
hallmarks of other power grabs 
that have swept across West 
and Central Africa since 2020, 
undoing years of democratic 
progress.

The coups have been driven 
in part by violence committed 

by Islamist groups who have 
taken over large areas of north-
ern Burkina Faso and parts of 
neighbouring Mali and Niger.

Civilian populations have 
cheered military juntas in the 
hope that they would be more 
successful at containing the in-
surgents than their democrati-
cally-elected predecessors.

As well as Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Chad, and Guinea have all seen 
coups since 2020.

Yesterday’s unrest is a “damn-
ing indictment for the state of 
democracy in the region”, said 
Eric Humphery-Smith, Senior 
Africa Analyst at risk intelli-
gence company Verisk Ma-
plecroft. Another coup would 
mark the “sixth unconstitution-
al takeover in the Sahel in the 
past two years,” he said.

Damiba’s takeover was large-
ly celebrated by Burkinabe fed 
up with the inability of former 
President Roch Kabore’s gov-
ernment to rein in militants 
linked to Islamic State and al 
Qaeda.

boats lie scattered amidst mobile homes after the passage of Hurricane Ian, on San 
Carlos Island, in Fort Myers Beach

Soldiers block the road to stop the advance of protesters against junta leader 
Paul-Henri Damiba

US forces seize nearly $100 million 
in heroin, hashish in Middle East
STARS AND STRIPES | Manama

The US Navy seized nearly 
$100 million in illicit drugs 

this week from fishing vessels 
in the Gulf of Oman as part of 
a multinational effort in the 
Middle East to stem the tide of 
trafficking on the seas, officials 
said.

On Tuesday, the Coast Guard 
fast response cutter Charles 
Moulthrope seized 5,313 
pounds of heroin worth an 
estimated $85 million from a 
fishing vessel in international 
waters in the Gulf of Oman, U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command 
said in a statement the same 
day.

On Wednesday, the destroyer 
USS Delbert D. Black confiscat-
ed 15,873 pounds of hashish 
worth an estimated $10 million 
from another fishing vessel, 
also in the Gulf of Oman, the 
Navy said in a separate state-
ment Thursday.

Delbert D. Black has been pa-
trolling waters in the Middle 
East since August in support of 
5th Fleet, which is headquar-
tered in Manama, Bahrain, the 
Navy said.

Homeported at Naval Sta-
tion Mayport in Florida, the 
ship deployed in August as part 
of the USS George H.W. Bush 
Carrier Strike Group, which is 
operating in the Mediterranean 

Sea in the US 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility.

This is the first deployment 

for Delbert D. Black, which has 
a crew of more than 300 and a 
detachment from Helicopter 
Maritime Strike Squadron 48, 
the Navy said.

The Coast Guard’s Charles 
Moulthrope was operating in 
support of the Saudi Arabia-led 
Combined Task Force 150, one 
of four task forces under Com-
bined Maritime Forces.

Homeported in Bahrain, the 
ship has a crew of nearly 30 
and has been operating in the 
Middle East since May 2021.

The multinational partner-
ship has made 13 drug interdic-
tions so far this year, resulting 
in the seizure of nearly $300 
million in heroin, methamphet-
amine, amphetamine pills and 
hashish, the Navy said.

US Coast Guard personnel seize bags of illegal drugs from a fishing vessel

USS Delbert D. Black 
has been patrolling 

waters in the Middle 
East since August in 
support of 5th Fleet, 
which is headquar-
tered in Manama, 

Bahrain
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Students were preparing 
for an exam when a 

suicide bomber struck at 
this educational centre. 
Unfortunately, 19 people 
have been martyred and 

27 others wounded
KABUL POLICE SPOKESMAN KHALID ZADRAN

The weight of the 
latest train has been 
reduced by 38 tonnes 
from earlier versions 
to 392 tonnes, ensur-
ing a more comfort-
able ride, and it can 
continue functioning 

even in two feet water
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Around 300 recent high 
school graduates had 
come to take practice 
exams at the centre 

which helps students 
prepare and study for 

the entrance exams
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About 1.99 million 
homes and businesses 
remained without pow-
er yesterday, according 
to tracking service pow-
eroutage.com. Ian has 
affected more than 3.3 
million customers since 

it hit on Wednesday
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Yesterday’s develop-
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miliar in West Africa, 
where a coup in Mali 

in August 2020 set off 
a series of military 
power grabs in the 

region

KNOW WHAT

331 BC 1688 1908 1918
Alexander the Great de-
feats Darius III of Persia in 
the Battle of Gaugamela

Prince Willem III of 
Orange accepts invi-
tation of take up the 
British crown

Henry Ford introduces the 
Model T car (costs $825)

World War I: Combined Arab and 
British force under the Lawrence 
of Arabia, T. E. Lawrence cap-
tures Damascus from the Turks
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WALKMAN SERVICES COMPANY - 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13691113 or SABT001@
GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
MACDONALD W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17220000 or amal.almousawi@
fakhro.com
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
POWER TECH CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39279042 or sio.
ptc.bh@gmail.com
MODERN CHIMNEYS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BLACKSMITH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39871118 
or JAAFARABDULLAGOLD@GMAIL.COM
ZAITHOON FOOD STUFF has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37380404 
or HASHNWZ@GMAIL.COM
LBC EXPRESS BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39134171 or ALI@AL-AALI.CO
Almoayyed Solar Co. B.S.C. Closed has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38888838 
or MA123@ALMOAYYEDINTL.COM.BH
NAVIGANT MARKETING SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37520999 or 
VAIKAMAMEN@YAHOO.COM
MERCURE GRAND HOTEL SEEF W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17299511 or AHMED@JAZAYANI.COM
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L 
L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OPERATOR(MOBILE-CRANE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17466776 
or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
HASAN ABDULNABI HABIB 
HUSAIN(MANBA ALJUDE/9540) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SEAMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36621806 or hasanabdulnabi88@gmail.com
GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34010755 or gm@
powertechdevelopment.com
GOLDEN EAGLE LAUNDRY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PRESSER 
(HAND), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39787710 or SIDIII.66@GMAIL.
COM
AL DARAH S has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39836099 or 
MALMADHOOB@GMAIL.COM
UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33306469 or 
CHIRIVELLAHARIKZ@GMAIL.COM
ALJAZEERA SHIPPING CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17728837 
or ALMELAHA@AJSCO.COM
BAHRAIN PIPES B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17551111 or VIJESH.NAIR@
HAJIHASSAN.COM
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34010755 or gm@
powertechdevelopment.com
GABONI FOR GENERAL TRADING 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MARKETING SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33495804 or RPH.ATALLAH@GMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34010755 or gm@
powertechdevelopment.com
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of 
CLERK(CORRESPONDENCE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17826660 
or PCCBAH@BATELCO.COM.BH
SMSA EXPRESS TRANSPORTATION 
COMPANY LIMITED W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CUSTOMER 
SERVICES COORDINATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38003082 
or WHUBAIL@SMSAEXPRESS.COM
SEVEN HILLS BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17403548 or info@7hills-group.com
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34010755 or gm@
powertechdevelopment.com
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17580000 or rc.bahrz.hr@ritzcarlton.com
Miracle Land Contractor has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39696047 
or SERVICES@MIRACLEGROUPS.COM
POWER TECH CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39279042 or sio.ptc.bh@
gmail.com
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17552722 
or SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17580000 or rc.bahrz.hr@
ritzcarlton.com
LOBIO CAFE & RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33745655 or 
LOBIO2021@GMAIL.COM
SEENHA INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36704072 or 
SEENHAINTERIORDECORATION@
GMAIL.COM
NEW BREEZEE TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39445823 or NASSERBREEZEE@
GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FLAME-CUTTER(HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36937988 
or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17831000 or AKJCONT@BATELCO.
COM.BH
TEBA EGYPTIAN BAHRAINI ARABIA 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36997071 or 
MOHAMEDALHAM@HOTMAIL.COM
AL WAFER HAIRDRESSING SALOON 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38396868 or WEABSHER4YOU@
GMAIL.COM
ALBURHAN TOWERS CONSTRUCTION 
Co.W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39015786 or afsal@gccbah.com
WALEED SALEM AHMED BALHAMAR 
GENERAL TRADING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33643733 or 
YASSER_GABALLA@HOTMAIL.COM
Pearl Prestige Contracting has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17000198 or PPCBAH@GMAIL.COM
BEHBEHANI BROTHERS LTD. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 17459999 or edo@behbehani.
com.bh
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17255980 
or ADEEBALI@BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
NATIONAL EXCAVATING EST. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SHOVEL 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39455537 or NEEWLL@
BATELCO.COM.BH
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17255980 
or ADEEBALI@BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
MAHDI AHMED ALI SALMAN - ALSUKOR 
LAKK -7097 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33331855 or 
MAHDI9993@LIVE.COM
KARAM HASAN ALI ALBALOOSHI has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39636058 or METAB@CBB.GOV.BH
Core Team General Contracting Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
GENERAL MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17441693 or 
manojp@coreteam.com.sa
AL JOWN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GARDENER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17697703 
or ALJOWNOFFICE@GMAIL.COM
LALUZ EVENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33471737
Golden Marine Services Co. W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17813381 or TUFAIL@TECHNOGROUP.CO
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
BURJ JAMILA BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34008588 
or JAMILAAA3@GMAIL.COM
LEO METAL CLADDING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39441385 or info@leometalcladding.com
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SHOVEL OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39334023 or 
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
SARRA FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33315677 or SYEDAHMEDUCS@GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39334023 or 
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.COM
TUQA RESTARANT CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 65003234 or 
ALJABACONSTRUCTIONWLL@GMAIL.
COM
MINSK CONSTRUCTION BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36787411 
or NED2110@GMAIL.COM
ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TRENCH-DIGGING 
MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17874756 or 
alafoo@batelco.com.bh
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & 
DEVLOPMENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17226618 
or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
AL SABBAGH MOTORCYCLE 
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39897111 or ALSABBAGH101@GMAIL.COM
ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17874756 
or alafoo@batelco.com.bh
ADVANCED FOOD COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33111167 or AHMADP2080@GMAIL.COM
ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17874756 
or alafoo@batelco.com.bh
GLOBAL MARITIME ENGINEERING 
SERVICES BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39307177 or 
BEN@GMESERVICES.ORG

DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36318888 
or DOWNTOWN@BATELCO.COM.BH
Hardees has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39025100 
or ssaleh@americana-food.com
Hardeez has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17262998 
or SSALEH@AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
DOWN TOWN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36318888 
or DOWNTOWN@BATELCO.COM.BH
Hardeez has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17262998 
or SSALEH@AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W 
L L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17466776 or 
ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
HASSAN ALI ABDULLQADER 
ABUZEYAD has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39660484 or 
ALWISAM71@HOTMAIL.COM
ALAMEER PASTA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37774847 
or ALAMEER.RESTAURANTS@GMAIL.COM
Crazy Dealz Trading Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66364111 or JAVEDMULLA32@YAHOO.COM
Head To Toe Beauty Salon has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17264538 or MANOJ.K@EKKANOO.
COM.BH
BEAUTY BOUTIQUE SALON AND SPA 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36639969 or HAALAYUSUF@
GMAIL.COM
MASSIMO DUTTI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of STOREKEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17507979 
or YUNES.MOHAMED@AZADEA.COM
DIGITAL DOT COMPUTER 
PROGRAMING CO BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35301525 or DIGITALDOTBH@GMAIL.COM
AARASH CONTRACTING CO W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
INSULATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33709939 or MUMTAZ_
HAIDER7@YAHOO.COM
PR MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of REGIONAL 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77900600 or pramacrecruit@
gmail.com
THE NINETY VICTORIOUS SALON FOR 
MEN has a vacancy for the occupation 
of HAIR DRESSER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66667784 or 
MOHDALMAHMOOD9@GMAIL.COM
GLOBAL MARITIME ENGINEERING 
SERVICES BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39307177 or BEN@GMESERVICES.ORG
HASSAN ALI ABDULLQADER 
ABUZEYAD has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39660484 or 
ALWISAM71@HOTMAIL.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17262725 or DELTA.SS@
BATELCO.COM.BH
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17255980 or 
ADEEBALI@BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39871069 or ADEL.JABBER@WPHOME.COM
Safeer Gulf Gate for Services has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39840693 or MONA123ZEED@GMAIL.COM
BAREAQ ALLAMAAN MANPOWER has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33030276 or M2_0@HOTMAIL.COM
Alnaqab Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17216399 
or NATHEER92@ICLOUD.COM
3 D INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
69991130 or HDERAZI@ARADOUSCM.COM
BAHRAIN BURGER COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17722171 or MAIL@

FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
Daffodil Beauty Salon has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39635505 
or REEEM1251@GMAIL.COM
ABDULLATIF SHAIKH ABDULLA 
ABDULLATIF has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WATCHMAN / GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17825386 or SANTANAPLAZA41@
YAHOO.COM
CURRY LEAF RESTAURANTS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38880009 or HUSSAINALDOY@YAHOO.
CO.UK
BEHBEHANI BROS.LTD has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17459900 or edo@behbehani.com.bh
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
Swiss Belresidences Juffair W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17292760 or 
MOHD@HHLARI.COM
Alnaqab Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17216399 
or NATHEER92@ICLOUD.COM
CALICUT SPICE RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39991305 or MADANALBANBILI@
GMAIL.COM
Alnaqab Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17216399 
or NATHEER92@ICLOUD.COM
GOLDEN GROUP CONTRACTORS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17533125 or GOLDENGROUPBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
OLD SKY CONSTRUCTION has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39097447 
or APPLEOFICEMHQ@GMAIL.COM
Mazaya International 1 Furniture 
w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ACCOUNTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33639941 or 
LIFELONG.BH@GMIAL.COM
Route 66 Restaurant has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66338806 
or MM@EDGEBASIS.COM
Alnaqab Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17216399 
or NATHEER92@ICLOUD.COM
NEW DUBAI LINE CONTRACTING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33111262 or ALIALFARDAN88@
GMAIL.COM
PASTA EXPRESS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33666412 
or HR@PASTAEXPRESSGROUP.COM
GOLDEN GROUP CONTRACTORS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17533125 or GOLDENGROUPBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
KANOO INFORMATION Technology 
B.S.C. Closed has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17262262 or hr.s@ekkanoo.com.bh
BU KHALLAF GENTS SALON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39366296 or HAMSS-88@HOTMAIL.
COM
RAFAH RESTAURANT & KITCHEN CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BREAD BAKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17242571 or 
KARAMHHADAD@HOTMAIL.COM
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 
or ALSIDDIQI@ADLIYAGROUPBH.COM
BLAZE RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66666081 or info@
DIVIDENDAGATECAPITAL.COM
MUNICH MARKETING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33026227 or SHAKIL.AFZAL@HOTMAIL.COM
GULSHAN NISA UMMAT RASOOL 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33007451 or 
PARAGONCITY88@GMAIL.COM
Jashanmal has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SYSTEMS 
ADMINISTRATION, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17582424 or 

ARN@JASHANMALS.COM
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 
or ALSIDDIQI@ADLIYAGROUPBH.COM
Alnaqab Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17216399 
or NATHEER92@ICLOUD.COM
EBRAHIM KHALIL KANOO COMPANY 
B.S.C.CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17262262 
or HR.S@EKKANOO.COM.BH
Aaloo Gate Shabir Cafeteria has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39245209 or INAMCONST@GMAIL.COM
ALLDAY MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35617939 
or ACCOUNTS.BAHRAIN@ALLDAYUAE.COM
MINSA REAL ESTATE COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33124163 or 
TABASSUMFAROOQ61@GMAIL.COM
Westin Hotel Bahrain City Centre has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38885874 or Ali.alqattan@maf.ae
ZENON GARMENTS AND TRADING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77140192 or ZENONMANAMA@GMAIL.COM
Bridge Industrial Services b s c closed 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39995351 or 
INFO@BIS.COM.BH
LULU EXPRESS FRESH MARKET 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17558558 or 
CAREERS@BH.LULUMEA.COM
Wadi AlSalam Tissue and Food Stuff 
Company W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39111162 or wildnass@gmail.com
CERAMICA DELMON CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17608207 or MD.DELMON@GMAIL.COM
LION CONSTRUCTION CO.W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17610233 or info@
lionconstruction.net
MATHA DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17877641 
or ACC.MATHA@GMAIL.COM
KHALED MOHAMED HABIB ABDULLA 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33444545 or KHALID.
RAHIMY23@YAHOO.COM
KUEHNE + NAGEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39442134 or mamta.vincent@kuehne-
nagel.com
SOL TECHNICAL CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33506190 or INFO@SOLTECHNICAL.COM
MOON STAR CLEANING 
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16199376 or MOONSTARC.BH@GMAIL.
COM
SAEED AHMAD CARGO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38354639 or MUHAMMADSAEED.
BH.PK@GMAIL.COM
SOL TECHNICAL CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33506190 or INFO@SOLTECHNICAL.COM
MOON STAR CLEANING 
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16199376 or MOONSTARC.BH@GMAIL.COM
A.AHMED NASS CONTRACTING CO. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
MOON STAR CLEANING 
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16199376 or MOONSTARC.BH@GMAIL.
COM
DOME CAFE WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700777 or 
ALIHASSAN@ALMOAYYEDINTL.COM.
BH
ABDULRAHMAN JASSIM KANOO 
COUNCIL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17290101 or 
ROSY@ARKANOO.COM

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE
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Royal Mint unveils first coins 
to feature King Charles III

AP | London

Britain’s Royal Mint has 
unveiled the first coins to 

feature the portrait of King 
Charles III.

Britons will begin to see 
Charles’ image in their change 
from around December, as 
50-pence coins depicting him 
gradually enter circulation.

The new monarch’s effigy 
was created by British sculp-
tor Martin Jennings, and has 
been personally approved by 
Charles, the Royal Mint said 
yesterday. In keeping with tra-
dition, the king’s portrait faces 

to the left — the opposite di-
rection to his mother’s, Queen 
Elizabeth II.

“Charles has followed that 
general tradition that we have 
in British coinage, going all 
the way back to Charles II ac-
tually, that the monarch faces 
in the opposite direction to 
their predecessor,” said Chris 
Barker at the Royal Mint  
Museum.

Charles is depicted without 
a crown. A Latin inscription 
surrounding the portrait trans-
lates to “King Charles III, by 
the Grace of God, Defender of 
the Faith.”

Two new coins bearing official coinage portrait of King Charles III, on the left 
is the new 50 pence coin, and right is the new 5 pound commemorative coin, 
which will be among the first coins to bear the new king’s head

Two women elected as Kuwait opposition wins majority in parliament
AFP | Kuwait City

Women returned to Ku-
wait’s national assembly 

on Thursday as the opposition 
won a majority in the Gulf ’s 
only fully elected parliament, 
which held its sixth election in 
a decade.

Twenty-eight of the 50 seats 
were won by opposition can-
didates as 20 former MPs were 
ousted, including three former 
ministers.

Kuwait, which borders Iraq, 
Saudi Arabia and Iran and is 
one of the world’s biggest oil 
exporters, has held 18 elections 
since the parliamentary system 
was adopted in 1962.

Victories for former minis-
ter Jenan Bu Shehri and Alia 
Al Khaled ensured a female 
presence in parliament after an 
all-male assembly was elected 

in 2020. Kuwait has never had 
more than four women MPs.

Two candidates won from 
prison, a first for Kuwait, after 

they were charged with partic-
ipating in illegal by-elections.

Hamid Mehri Al Badhali and 
Marzouq Al Khalifa were eligi-

ble to stand for election because 
their case does not affect hones-
ty or honour, as per Kuwaiti law.

Shiite candidates won nine 
seats, while Islamists - Salafists, 
Muslim Brotherhood members 
and independents - took eight.

Ahmad Saadoun, the 87-year-
old former speaker, returns to 
parliament after a decade-long 
boycott, having attracted more 
than 12,000 votes.

Kuwaiti candidate Jenan Bu Shehri celebrates with her supporters following 
the announcement of her victory

28
of 50 seats won by 

opposition candidates as 
20 former MPs ousted
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Vacancies open for :
 Qualified and Competent Reporters
 Press Photographers
 Media Sales Executive
 Circulation Manager
 Accountant

We are on the lookout for firebrand media professionals to join 
our office in Bahrain 

The candidates should have excellent communication skills and 
experience in similar industry, with a valid bahrain driving license. 
Proficiency in Arabic language would be an added advantage.
Candidate may apply immediately to hr@updatewll.com

REQUIRED DELIVERY BOY
Candidate should have Car and Motorbike driving license. Please send your 
CV to:  hr@updatewll.com or WhatsApp  33645011

South Korea, US 
and Japan hold 
anti-N. Korean 
submarine drills
AP | Seoul

South Korea, US and Japa-
nese warships launched 

their first trilateral an-
ti-submarine drills in five 
years yesterday, after North 
Korea renewed missile tests 
this week in an apparent 
response to bilateral train-
ing by South Korean and 
US forces.

The North’s recent five 
missiles launches, the first 
such tests in a month, also 
came before and after US 
Vice President Kamala Har-
ris visited South Korea on 
Thursday and reaffirmed 
the “ironclad” US commit-
ment to the security of its 
Asian allies.

The one-day three-na-
tion training off the Kore-
an Peninsula’s east coast is 
meant to cope with a North 
Korean push to advance 
its ability to fire missile 
from submarines, accord-
ing to a South Korean navy  
statement.

Brazil’s Lula, Bolsonaro trade 
graft accusations in final debate
AFP | Brasilia

Brazil’s main presidential 
candidates traded accusa-

tions of corruption in their last 
debate before Sunday’s elec-
tion, with little discussion of 
proposals to govern the South 
American country.

Incumbent far-right Presi-
dent Jair Bolsonaro called his 
leftist rival, former president 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, the 
boss of a criminal gang that ran 
a “kleptocracy” during his two-
term presidency from 2003 to 
2010.

Lula, who has a comfortable 
double-digit lead going into 
the first round of voting, called 
Bolsonaro a “shameless” liar 
whose government had cov-
ered up graft in the purchase 
of vaccines during the COVID-19 
pandemic that killed more than 
680,000 Brazilians.

Centrist candidate Simone 
Tebet, of the Brazilian Demo-
cratic Movement party (MDB) 
scolded both men for exchang-
ing personal attacks instead of 
focusing on proposals to solve 

high unemployment and rising 
hunger.

Tebet said she would reverse 
Bolsonaro’s environmental pol-
icies that let deforestation surge 
in the Amazon.

“Let’s stop being an inter-
national pariah,” she said of 
Bolsonaro’s isolation due to his 
failure to protect the rainforest.

In the debate run by TV Globo 
in Rio de Janeiro, Lula vowed to 
crack down on illegal mining in 
the forest.

Presidential candidates Luiz Felipe D’Avila of the New Party (Novo), Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva of the Workers Party (PT), Simone Tebet of the Brazilian 
Democratic Movement (MDB), President Jair Bolsonaro of the Liberal Party 
(PL), Soraya Thronicke of Brazil Union (Uniao Brasil), Ciro Gomes of the 
Democratic Labor Party (PDT) and Padre Kelmon (PTB) attend a Presidential 
Debate ahead of the national election, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Major opinion 
polls show Lula with 

a lead of about 10-15 
percentage points 

over Bolsonaro ahead 
of the first round of 

voting

FAWAD TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SPRAYER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17212825 or NAW4Z@
HOTMAIL.COM
MOON STAR CLEANING 
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16199376 or MOONSTARC.BH@GMAIL.
COM
ARAB WAR RISKS INSURANCE 
SYNDICATE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17533488 
or husam.taweel@AWRIS.COM
ONE VISION FOR CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PURCHASING EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39965353 
or info@1visionconsultancy.com
DOME CAFE WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17700777 
or ALIHASSAN@ALMOAYYEDINTL.
COM.BH
KIDS KINGDOM ENTERTAINMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OPERATOR(AMUSEMENT PARK 
EQUIPMENTS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39330700 or 
KMKBRN@GMAIL.COM
S Hotel has a vacancy for the occupation 
of AIR-CONDITIONING ENGINEERING 

TECH., suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17785704 or RADHI.ALMISHAL@
GMAIL.COM
GUSTAVO VAPE TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17682561 or SEEFVAPE@
GMAIL.COM
FLYOVER CONSTRUCTION OF 
FLOATING STRUCTURES COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34065382 or MUHD.
ZAINULLAH@GMAIL.COM
DOME CAFE WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700777 or 
ALIHASSAN@ALMOAYYEDINTL.COM.
BH
MERCANTILE & MARITIME ENERGY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WHOLESALE TRADER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727272
SILVER SHINE JEWELRY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17215541 or SHINEJEWEL@
HOTMAIL.COM
JASSIM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39673167 
or mohd.al3mmari@gmail.com
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17262725 or DELTA.SS@
BATELCO.COM.BH
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a 

vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
SHEER GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN(VEHICLES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39332744 or SHEER.GARAGE@GMAIL.
COM
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39693569 or waleed.alsaif@
inforadtech.com
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17212471 or 
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ABDULRAHMAN EBRAHIM ALMOOSA 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17531235 or 
GALIBALMOOSA@YAHOO.COM
MARRIOTT EXECUTIVE APARTMENTS 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17790090 or 
AHMED.ELMETWALLI@MARRIOTT.COM
HOORA RESTAURANT MANAGEMENT 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36888709 or IBRAHIMALHOORA@
GMAIL.COM
LENO BEAUTY LOUNGE SALOON has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HAIR 
DRESSER, suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 38300340 or NADA.
MOUSAWI99@GMAIL.COM
S N COATING WORKSHOP W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39580019 or SHARJACOATING@
GMAIL.COM
FUTURE GATE FOR GENERAL TRADE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (MARKETING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36500089 
or OM_MALAK83@YAHOO.COM
ALNOOR PRINTING & PACKAGING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39456969 or buzaal1970@
GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN QUICK SERVICES 
RESTAURANTS MANAGEMENT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39066719 or PRO@
BUKHOWA.COM
HAFIDHY CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39193366 or ALI.KHALAF5@HOTMAIL.
COM
ABDULMAJEED ALMDAR ZAINAL / 
DAFER ALBHAR - 8810 has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33355528 
or ZAINAL.ESSA@GMAIL.COM
WHITE MOON PERFUMES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255190 or ALKHUNAIZI.
BH@GMAIL.COM

AHMED ALI AL-JALAHMA 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33466640 or AEALJALAHMA@
HOTMAIL.COM
ALMUHAYA FOR TOBACCO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33296565 or 
ALIYAHYA33178209@GMAIL.COM
ALZAIMOOR GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39663155 or zaimoorgarage@gmail.
com
DAREIK TRADING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 
39606062 or ALJUNAID.FISHING.
EQ@HOTMAIL.COM
ALZAIMOOR GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39663155 or zaimoorgarage@gmail.
com
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers 
w. l. l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17717730 or 
ALAZZAMGROUP@YAHOO.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers 
w. l. l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17717730 or 
ALAZZAMGROUP@YAHOO.COM
RUBOU ALMADINA FOR 
CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 

the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33587898 
or ALZUBAIDY1967@GMAIL.COM
RK MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
SPECIALISED DOCTOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13622262 
or DR.RANYAKAYED@GMAIL.COM
K GRILL RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39978899 or SH_
AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17786500 or careers@
kcbahrain.com
NAJEEB BEAUTY SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38161652 or NKNAJEEBNALAKTH@
GMAIL.COM
Magic Interior W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PLYWOOD PRESS 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33366692 or magic.
altaitoon@gmail.com
BODY & MIND LADIES SPA 2 W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39093333 or INFO@BM-BAHRAIN.COM
OLD CHEF RESTAURANT  For 
traditional dishes and falafel has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33100058 or ZENONMANAMA@GMAIL.
COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
CONTINUED
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CELEBScelebs

Across
1- ___ la vista; 6- One of the Baldwins; 10- Petty quarrel; 14- Projecting window; 15- Old Italian 
money; 16- Mother of Ares; 17- Adjust to zero; 18- Teheran’s country; 19- Citrus drinks; 20- 
PBS benefactor; 21- Examine in detail; 24- “Cow Cow Boogie” singer Morse; 26- Fisherman; 
27- Light touch; 28- Spiteful; 30- “Peter Pan” pirate; 33- Make beloved; 35- Sneaky; 38- Large 
cat; 40- Commit a faux pas; 41- Western; 43- Center Ming; 44- Implant deeply; 47- Transcript 
figs.; 48- Plant flower; 49- ... ___ mouse?; 51- Be worthy of; 54- Traveler; 58- Incalculable; 61- 
Andean tuber; 62- Sandy tract; 63- ___ contendere; 64- Last; 66- Formerly, formerly; 67- “___ 
Brockovich”; 68- Functional; 69- Some digits; 70- Kitchen addition; 71- Shoe ties;

 Down 
1- “Stormy Weather” singer; 2- Staggering; 3- Agave fiber; 4- Driving peg; 5- Nissan model; 
6- In play; 7- Italian bread?; 8- Historical chapters; 9- Choral composition; 10- Unkempt; 11- Bi-
cycle part; 12- Aggregate of qualities that make good character; 13- Stun gun; 22- Back of the 
neck; 23- Opening; 25- To ___ (perfectly); 28- PC storage medium; 29- Saab model; 30- Porker’s 
pad; 31- Actress Farrow; 32- Feeling of self-importance; 34- Roman emperor; 35- The Racer’s 
Edge; 36- Meadow; 37- Decade divs.; 39- Sublease; 42- Culture medium; 45- Candidate; 46- 
Kit item; 48- Assails; 50- Expressing regret; 51- Bathroom fixture; 52- Diciembre follower; 
53- Logic; 54- Steak order; 55- Grecian architectural style; 56- Fish covering; 57- Stories; 59- 
“Beetle Bailey” cartoonist Walker; 60- Came down to earth; 65- Give ___ rest;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 
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Comedian Trevor Noah to leave 
‘The Daily Show’ after seven years
Reuters | Washington

Comedian Trevor Noah, 
host of “The Daily Show” 
on Comedy Central, said 

he was going to leave the pro-
gram after hosting it for seven 
years, indicating he wanted to 
dedicate more time to stand-up 
comedy.

The 38-year-old comedian - 
who moved to the United States 
in 2011 and was born in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa - had big 
shoes to fill when he took over 
in 2015 after the exit of longtime 
host Jon Stewart.

He quickly established him-
self with his own brand, suited 
for an era where online influ-
ence was often greater than that 
of content on cable.

His reign on The Daily Show 
required him to delicately 
cover some crucial moments 
in American history, such as 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
and the 2021 attacks on the US  
Capitol.

“I spent two years in my apart-
ment (during COVID-19), not on 
the road. Stand-up was done, 
and when I got back out there 
again, I realized that there’s an-

other part of my life that I want 
to carry on exploring,” Noah 
told his studio audience late 
on Thursday. The Daily Show 
posted a clip of Noah’s remarks 

on social media.
“We have laughed together, 

we have cried together. But after 
seven years, I feel like it’s time,” 
Noah said.

He ended his remarks by 
thanking his viewers as his stu-
dio audience stood up to ap-
plaud him.

Noah, who roasted US pol-
iticians and the media at the 
White House Correspondents 
Association dinner in April, did 
not mention his exact departure 
date in his remarks on Thurs-
day. It was not known who 
would succeed him.

The key to addressing current 
affairs through a comedic lens 
lies in a comedian’s intention, 
Noah said in a 2016 interview 
with Reuters, adding that he 
learns from his mistakes.

“I don’t think I would ever 
have been ready, but that’s when 
you must do it, you will not be 
ready,” the comedian told Reu-
ters in the context of having 
succeeded his legendary pre-
decessor.

Iggy Azalea 
recalls feeling 
‘deprived of a 
personal life’
Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Iggy Azalea has felt “ut-
terly deprived of a per-

sonal life” during her music 
career.

The 32-year-old rapper 
has taken to social media 
to offer advice to aspiring 
music stars, admitting that 
her own path towards fame 
and success hasn’t been 
straightforward.

Iggy - who moved from 
Australia to the US during 
her teens to follow her mu-
sic ambitions - wrote on the 
micro-blogging platform: 
“Here’s the thing I think 
everyone working hard 
toward a dream should  
know.

“On the road to ur goal 
there will be moments u 
feel insane, utterly deprived 
of a personal life and like 
everything’s falling apart.

“When u reach ur goal… 
u will still have those mo-
ments.

“Its normal. (sic)”
Iggy announced in 2021 

that she was taking a break 
from music for “a few years” 
to focus on “other creative 
projects”.

However, the rap star lat-
er confirmed her return to 
the music scene via a Twit-
ter post.

I g g y  w r o t e 
online: “A 
year ago 
I  w a s 
willing to 
walk away 
from music 
because  I  was 
tired of the negative 
energy it attracted.

“But what I’ve learned 
is that even when I’m 
minding my business, 
y’all gonna be negative 
AND nosey.

“So if I can’t have 
peace, neither can 
you.

“I’m com-
i n g  b a c k . 
Cry about 
it. (sic)”

I g g y 
also re-
t u r n e d 
t o  t o u r-
ing along-
s i d e  P i t b u l l 
e a r l i e r  t h i s  
year.

Tom Hanks says 
he’s made only 
four ‘pretty 
good’ movies
IANS | Los Angeles

Hollywood star Tom 
Hanks has acted in 

nearly 100 movies but 
thinks only four of them are 
“pretty good”.

“No one knows how a 
movie is made -- though 
everyone thinks they do,” 
Hanks said in a new inter-
view with ‘People’, reports 
‘Variety’.

“I’ve made a tonne of 
movies (and four of them 
are pretty good, I think), 
and I’m still amazed at how 
films come together. From 
a flicker of an idea to the 
flickering image onscreen, 
the whole process is a mir-
acle.”

Hanks has led some of 
cinema’s most celebrated 
films over his four-decade 
career, including ‘Forest 
Gump’ and ‘Philadelphia’, 
both of which earned him 
the Academy Award for best 
actor.

Hanks was also Os-
c a r- n o m i n a t -

ed for ‘Cast 
Away’, ‘Big’, 
‘Saving Pri-
vate Ryan’ 
and 2020’s 

‘A Beauti-
ful Day 

in the 
Neigh-
b o r -
hood’.
B u t 

i t ’s  u n c l e a r 
which titles in 
Hanks’ filmog-
raphy he con-
siders to be 
the best.

Kevin Hart says Will Smith and Chris Rock ‘need time to recover’
Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Kevin Hart be-
l i e v e s  W i l l 

Smith and Chris 
Rock should 

b e  g i v e n 
some time 
to “recover” 
from their 

O s c a r s 
contro-

versy.

The 43-year-old actor 
thinks the movie stars 
ought to be given some 
time and space by the pub-
lic, after Will hit Chris 
during the Oscars 
earlier this year 
a f t e r  t h e  c o -
median made 
a  j o ke  a b o u t 
W i l l ’ s  w i f e , 
Jada Pinkett  
Smith.

Kevin said: 
“People make 

mistakes, and from 
mistakes they should 
be allowed time to 
f ****** recover … 
And that this is 

n o  l o n g e r 
the world’s 
p r o b l e m , 
i t ’ s  W i l l 
and Chris’s 
p r o b l e m . 
Let them 
deal with 
that.

“ T h e 

w o r l d  s h o u l d  s t e p 
out  of  i t  and let  them  
recover.”

Will, 54, faced heavy crit-
icism following the Oscars 
controversy.

But Kevin still looks at 
Will as a trailblazer for 
black actors in Hollywood.

He said on the ‘Drink 
Champs’ podcast: “Will 
Smith is  the reason 
why the idea of African 
Americans attached to 
global IP is normal.

Lily James lost ‘lots of jobs’ due to method acting in ‘Pam And Tommy’
IANS | Los An-
geles

Actress Lily 
James claims 

she was left to 
“s***” and a “wreck” 

after living in character 
as Pamela Anderson.

The 33-year-old actress was 
exhausted by her method act-
ing while playing the ‘Bay-
watch’ star, 55, in series ‘Pam 
& Tommy’, which chronicled 
Pamela’s stormy relationship 

with Motley Crue drummer 

Tommy Lee, 59, who was portrayed 
by 40-year-old actor Sebastian 
Stan, reports aceshowbiz.com.

Speaking to people, includ-
ing her mum, in Pamela’s 
voice, Lily blamed staying in 
character for losing her “lots 
of jobs” for which she audi-
tioned while filming.

“It was such a screwed-
up process. You just 
have to be patient 
with yourself. The 
hours are so long 
and you feel really 

burnt out. Your nervous system is 
just like, shot to s***. I felt like a 

real wreck at the end of it,” the 
actress said as quoted by The 
Mirror.

British-born Allen added she 
felt she had to stay in charac-

ter as she is so different from 
Pamela, saying, “The differ-

ence from me to her was too 
extreme to go back and 

forth. So, I had to stay 
in this middle no man’s 
land of like Lily/Pame-
la most of the time. I 

would totally slip into her voice.”
“Even when I went out for dinner and 

was ordering with the waitress or talk-
ing to my mom on the phone, I would be 
American. I think I’ve lost lots of jobs - 
because I keep speaking like Pamela in 
any audition.”

Telling how she spent four hours in 
make-up every day to transform into 
Pamela, which included the fitting of a 
prosthetic body suit, “Of course, there 
was the physical transformation. Slow-
ly, our incredible team found a balance 
where I resembled Pamela but also felt 
like I could act through it.”

Trevor Noah

Kevin Hart

Iggy Azalea Lily James

Tom Hanks



Sainz leads Ferrari one-two as 
Verstappen struggles in Singapore

Carlos Sainz tops timesheets during second practice session for the Singapore Grand Prix

• Hamilton edges 
Verstappen to fastest 
time in opening practice

AFP | Singapore 

Carlos Sainz and Charles 
Leclerc powered their 
Ferraris to a one-two in 

second practice yesterday for 
the Singapore Grand Prix, while 
runaway championship leader 
Max Verstappen and Red Bull 
struggled on Formula One’s re-
turn to Asia.

The Dutchman celebrated his 
25th birthday yesterday with a 
cake in the Red Bull team hos-
pitality before the first session, 
then spent most of the second 
in the garage with mechanics 
working on his front suspension.

Verstappen, who can retain 
his Formula One world champi-
onship with a race win on Sun-
day if other results go his way, 
did emerge late in the hour-long 
session for one qualifying simu-
lation lap.

His time of 1min 42.926sec 
was good enough only for 
fourth, 0.339sec behind Sainz 
who clocked 1:42.587 around the 
Marina Bay street circuit.

“In FP2 we wanted to try a few 
things but it took a bit longer 
than we thought,” said Verstap-
pen of the delay in getting out of 
the garage.

“So it’s not really represent-
ative.”

Leclerc posted a time of 
1:42.795, 0.208sec behind his 
teammate, and the Mercedes 
of George Russell was third at 
1:42.911.

Earlier Lewis Hamilton had 
sprung a surprise with the 
quickest time in the opening 
practice session of the first 
Singapore race weekend since 
2019 because of the Covid  
pandemic.

Albon encouraged
It was the first time Hamil-

ton had topped the timesheets 
this season, giving him hope of 
being able to score a first grand 
prix victory in 2022 and main-
tain his run of winning a race 
in every season since his 2007  
debut.

But the seven-time world 
champion later struggled with 
stability over the bumps and 
kerbs which caused him to run 
wide on the last corner of his 
final flying lap to leave him fifth, 
0.595sec adrift of Sainz.

Esteban Ocon’s Alpine was 
sixth fastest, ahead of Alfa Ro-
meo’s Valtteri Bottas.

Spain’s Fernando Alonso, who 
will start a record 350th grand 
prix on Sunday, one more than 
Kimi Raikkonen’s previous all-
time mark, was eighth fastest in 
his Alpine.

Red Bull had looked more 
competitive early but both cars 
suffered with set-up issues un-
der lights in the night session 

with Sergio Perez ninth, 1.3sec 
behind Sainz.

Verstappen has an almost un-
assailable lead in the title chase 
but must win Sunday’s race and 
see his closest rivals falter to 
clinch with five races to go, or 
the fight will move on to Japan 
next week.

Single-lap pace in qualifying is 
crucial at Singapore, where pole 
position is a huge advantage on 
the 23-turn Marina Bay Circuit 
that affords few opportunities 
to overtake.

Alex Albon was encouraged by 
completing two sessions in his 
Williams less than three weeks 
after appendicitis and compli-
cations from surgery.

The British-born Thai driver 
was 16th fastest in both, a severe 
test of his fitness in the heat and 
humidity of Singapore.

There was drama at the Al-
phaTauri garage when Pierre 
Gasly had to leap from his car 
with flames coming above his 
head, quickly extinguished by 
the pit crew. The Frenchman 
returned to the track a few min-
utes later unharmed.

MotoGP to host races in India, Kazakhstan 
next year in 21-race calendar
Reuters | London

MotoGP will make its debut 
in India and Kazakhstan 

in 2023 on a calendar which 
boasts more races and coun-
tries than ever before, it an-
nounced yesterday.

The 2023 season will be-
gin with the Portuguese GP 
on March 24-26 and wrap 
up in Valencia on Nov. 24-26, 
according to the 21-race pro-
visional calendar released by 
MotoGP.

Kazakhstan will become the 
30th country to host a motor-
cycle grand prix since 1949 
when the race takes place on 
July 7-9 at the Sokol Interna-
tional Racetrack in the north-
west of Almaty.

The Indian GP will be held at 
the Buddh International Cir-
cuit in New Delhi from Sept. 
22-24, while Le Mans will host 
the 1000th Grand Prix at the 
French GP on May 12-14.

“India is also a key market 
for the motorcycle industry 

and therefore, by extension, 
for MotoGP as the pinnacle 
of the two-wheeled world,” 
Carmelo Ezpeleta, CEO of com-
mercial rights holders Dor-
na Sports, said in a statement 
yesterday.

The 5.14km track on the 
outskirts of New Delhi held 
Formula One races between 
2011-13 before it was dropped 
from the calendar.

The Kazakhstan and Indian 
grands prix are subject to con-
tract and certification, MotoGP 
said.
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Arteta faces Jesus balancing act over Arsenal star’s bookings
AFP | London

Mikel Arteta admits he faces 
a balancing act as the Ar-

senal manager lets Gabriel Je-
sus play his natural game while 
doing all he can to prevent the 
feisty striker from being sus-
pended.

Jesus has scored four goals 
in seven Premier League games 
since joining from Manches-
ter City, with his tally helping 
propel Arsenal to the top of the 
table ahead of Saturday’s north 

London derby against Totten-
ham.

However, the Brazil interna-

tional has already been shown 
four yellow cards in the Premier 
League this term.

A further booking against Tot-
tenham would lead to a one-
match ban ruling Jesus out of 
Arsenal’s crunch clash with Liv-
erpool on October 9.

Arteta acknowledges Jesus’s 
fiery temperament but is wary 
of trying to rein in the forward 
too much.

“It’s a thin balance. It’s in 
his nature, he gets a lot of con-
tact and puts his foot and his 
body on the line in every sit-
uation,” Arteta told reporters  
yesterday.

Gabriel Jesus

It’s a thin balance. It’s 
in his nature, he gets a 
lot of contact and puts 
his foot and his body 
on the line in every 

situation
MIKEL ARTETA

India is also a key 
market for the 

motorcycle industry 
and therefore, by 

extension, for MotoGP 
as the pinnacle of the 

two-wheeled world
CARMELO EZPELETA, CEO OF COMMERCIAL 

RIGHTS HOLDERS DORNA SPORTS

In FP2 we wanted to 
try a few things but it 
took a bit longer than 
we thought. So it’s not 
really representative

MAX VERSTAPPEN

American F1 driver not a necessity, says McLaren’s Brown
Reuters | Singapore

Formula One does not need 
an American driver to boost 

the rapid growth of the sport 
in the United States, McLar-
en Racing Chief Executive Zak 
Brown said yesterday.

Brown’s comments follow 
the decision by Formula One’s 
governing International Auto-
mobile Federation (FIA) not to 
relax its super-licence rules so 
that American IndyCar driv-
er Colton Herta could race for 
Red Bull’s AlphaTauri team next 
year.

“I think the sport is going to 
continue to grow in America 
with or without an American 
driver,” Brown, an American 
himself, said ahead of this week-
end’s Singapore Grand Prix.a

“I think an American driver in 
the sport will be additive, but I 
don’t think it’s a necessity.”

The US is a growing market for 
Formula One both in terms of 
viewership and money brought 
in by big corporate sponsors. Its 
commercial rights are owned by 
US-based Liberty Media.

The sport, which will have 
three US races next year, includ-
ing a new night-time grand prix 

in Las Vegas, last had a US driver 
in 2015, with Alexander Rossi.

Rule revision?
Herta, who has previously 

tested in McLaren’s 2021 F1 car, 
lacked the necessary points for 
a super-licence needed to enter 
Formula One.

“I respect that the rules are 
the rules, so I don’t think we 
should be in the business of 
making exceptions,” Brown 
said, echoing similar comments 
from other Formula One team 
bosses including Mercedes boss 

Toto Wolff and Haas team prin-
cipal Guenther Steiner.

However, Brown added that 
a revision of the rules may be 
necessary in the future to grant 
successful IndyCar drivers an 
easier path into Formula One.

“When you have someone like 
Herta who is clearly capable 
of being a Formula One driver, 
who has been in our Formula 
One car, who has won lots of 
races in IndyCar and he doesn’t 
qualify, you have to look at the 
rules and question whether the 
rules should be reviewed again, 
and I think they should.”

McLaren CEO Zak Brown before a race (file photo)

I think the sport is 
going to continue 

to grow in America 
with or without an 
American driver. I 
think an American 
driver in the sport 

will be additive, but 
I don’t think it’s a 

necessity
ZAK BROWN

The sport, which will 
have three US races 

next year, including a 
new night-time grand 
prix in Las Vegas, last 

had a US driver in 2015, 
with Alexander Rossi
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Ferrari’s Carlos Sainz in action during practice

It was the first time 
Hamilton had topped 
the timesheets this 
season, giving him 
hope of being able 

to score a first grand 
prix victory in 2022 

and maintain his run 
of winning a race in 

every season since his 
2007 debut
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HH Shaikh Nasser set to lead 
Royal Team in World Endurance 
Championship in Spain
TDT | Manama

Under the leadership of HH 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 

Al Khalifa, Representative of 
HM the King for Humanitar-
ian Works and Youth Affairs 
and Captain of the Team, the 
Royal Endurance Team is set 
to undergo the veterinary ex-
amination ahead of the World 
Endurance Championship for 
horses aged eight years which 
will take place in Spain with 
the participate of elite riders.

HH Shaikh Nasser will lead 
the team which also includes 
Mayoof Al Rumaihi, Sultan 
Abdulaziz Al Rumaihi, Isa Al 
Enzi, Mohammed Khalifa Al 
Ruwaie and Khalifa Mubarak 
Sabt. The veterinary test will 
take place today in addition 
to the technical meeting, after 
which the participants will re-
ceive their exclusive numbers. 

Commenting on this, Dr 
Khalid Ahmed Hassan Manag-
er of the team said: “HH Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 

has decided a set of objectives 
for taking part in this event. 
His Highness’ vision focuses 
on supporting young riders 
through allowing them to par-
ticipate in top races in order 
to be ready to carry Bahrain’s 
flag in the endurance races in 
the future.”
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Cordoba signs Khulaifat 
Bahraini talent Hisham Al Khulaifat to represent Cordoba’s youth team this season

• Hisham hand picked 
after capturing attention 
during Cordoba’s last 
visit to Bahrain

TDT | Manama

In line with the vision of HH 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Representative 

of HM the King for Humanitar-
ian Works, and as part of the 
keenness to support Bahraini 
players, Spanish side Cordoba 
has signed Hisham Al Khulai-
fat who plays for the Bahraini 
National Youth team.

Khulaifat will be the first Bah-
raini to join a Spanish club and 
showcase his skills in the Span-
ish stadiums.

The move comes as the team 
put together a series of positive 
results in the past period thanks 
to the backing of HH Shaikh 
Nasser. 

His Highness affirmed that 
the Kingdom of Bahrain is head-
ing towards upgrading its play-
ers’ skills across all sports in 
line with its vision that involves 
making successful generations 
composed of young individuals 
who have high technical abili-
ties and capable of accomplish-
ing top honours and earning 
high positions at the regional 
and international levels. 

“As part of our belief in young 

Bahraini talents, we witness to-
day the transfer of a young Bah-
raini player, namely Hisham Al 
Khulaifat to the youth team of 
Cordoba. He will ply his trade 
for them this season. It will be 
a unique experience for him 
as he will be able to show his 
skills in the Spanish stadiums 
and compete against great play-
ers who have outstanding skills 
and achievements in addition to 
participating in advanced pro-
fessional training sessions,” HH 
Shaikh Nasser said. 

Hisham was hand picked 
after capturing the attention 
during the last visit of Cordoba 
to Bahrain. He managed to pass 
the technical tests which took 
place in Spain in August. 

Commenting on this, Khu-

laifat expressed utmost thanks 
and appreciation to HH Shaikh 
Nasser for his constant support 
to the Bahraini players. 

“Joining cordoba is a huge 
honour for me, a dream come 
true. All my life I’ve wanted to 
play abroad and experience the 
life of a professional football 
player and Cordoba CF have 
helped me achieve that. I hope 
to play for the first team one day 
and make the supporters and 
Bahrain proud!”  

Khulaifat currently plays with 
Bahrain’s under 20 national 
team and aims to play with the 
first team. “To get the call-up to 
the first team won’t be easy but 
I’m willing to work and sacrifice 
a lot so we will see what hap-
pens in the future.”

Khulaifat began playing foot-
ball at the age of four after join-
ing Arsenal academy in Bahrain. 
He later trained under another 
academy called tekkers Bahrain 
until he was 13 after which he 
played for Al Najma club until 
2021.

Cordoba currently plays in 
the third tier of the Spanish 
football league system

It will be a unique 
experience for him 

(Hisham Al Khulaifat) 
as he will be able to 

show his skills in the 
Spanish stadiums 

and compete against 
great players who have 

outstanding skills 
and achievements 

in addition to 
participating in 

advanced professional 
training sessions

HH SHAIKH NASSER BIN HAMAD AL KHALIFA

Hisham Al Khulaifat at Cordoba’s stadium

HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa

Horses are bather after training

HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa
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Man Utd boss Ten Hag ‘convinced’ Maguire can recover form
AFP | London

Manchester United man-
ager Eric ten Hag says he 

is “convinced” Harry Magu-
ire can turn his form around 
after another error-strewn 
display in  England’s  Na-
tions League match against  
Germany.

Maguire, ruled out of Unit-
ed’s derby at Manchester City 
on Sunday due to injury, gave 
away a penalty against Germany 
on Monday and lost possession 
before the visitors’ second goal 
in the 3-3 draw.

His latest sub-par perfor-
mance led to renewed talk 
about whether the 29-year-old 
defender, who has been out 
of form and favour at United, 
should still be in the England 
team, just weeks away from the 
World Cup.

But Ten Hag, like England 
boss Gareth Southgate, retains 
faith in Maguire and is certain 
he will improve.

“First of all, of course I have to 

coach him, I have to back him,” 
Ten Hag said at his pre-match 
press conference yesterday.

“But I back him because I 
believe in him. In the period I 
worked with him in pre-season 
he was good, I think I would 
say really good -- training and 
games.

“Then he fell out (of the start-
ing line-up) but it’s also to do 
with the good performance of 
the centre-backs who are play-

ing now.”
Argentina’s Lisandro Mar-

tinez and France international 
Raphael Varane have been Ten 
Hag’s preferred centre-back 
partnership in recent games.

Ten Hag said everyone in 
United’s squad and on their 
coaching staff still believe in the 
former Leicester centre-back, 
who picked up a knock on Eng-
land duty.

“Now it is about him,” he 

said. “That is what I told him. 
I’m sure he can do it. He will 
turn around this. I am really 
convinced of that.”

United’s match on Sunday will 
be their first Premier League 
outing since they beat Arsenal 
3-1 on September 4 -- the Crystal 
Palace and Leeds fixtures were 
called off following the death of 
Queen Elizabeth II.

Stunned Ruud follows ill Norrie out of Korea Open
AFP | Seoul

World number two Casper 
Ruud crashed out of the 

Korea Open quarter-finals yes-
terday to 56th-ranked Yoshihito 
Nishioka, while Britain’s Cam-
eron Norrie pulled out ill.

Japan’s Nishioka had the top 
seed and US Open finalist on the 
back foot from the start, break-

ing his first service game with-
out allowing the Norwegian to 
take a point before powering to 
the first set 6-2.

Ruud rallied to take the sec-
ond set 6-3 but was outclassed 
in the third set as Nishioka 
won it 6-2 to take a shock vic-
tory in just under two hours in  
Seoul.

Nishioka will face either Mac-
kenzie McDonald of the United 
States or Aleksandar Kovace-
vic from Serbia in the semi- 
finals.

“It was an unfortunate result 
but that’s how it is sometimes,” 
said the 23-year-old Ruud, who 
was also the runner-up at the 
French Open.

Eric ten Hag and Harry Maguire after a match (file photo)

Argentina’s Lisandro 
Martinez and France 

international Raphael 
Varane have been Ten 
Hag’s preferred cen-
tre-back partnership 
in recent games
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Stones injury not long-term, 
says Man City boss Guardiola

Reuters | London

Manchester City defender 
John Stones could re-

turn from injury in two weeks 
and be available for the World 
Cup while midfielder Kalvin 
Phillips could also make it to 
Qatar following shoulder sur-
gery, manager Pep Guardiola 
said yesterday.

Stones went off after hurt-
ing his hamstring in England’s 
Nations League draw against 
Germany on Monday, casting 
doubt over his participation 
in the Nov. 20-Dec. 18 World 
Cup.

“It won’t be 4-6 weeks, it 
might be less. I don’t know 
when he will be back but 
two weeks, 10 days hopeful-
ly,” Guardiola told reporters 
ahead of Sunday’s derby clash 
at home to Manchester United.

Phillips withdrew from 
the England squad for games 
against Italy and Germany this 
month to undergo surgery and 

Guardiola said the player was 
recovering well.

“He took the right decision 
(to have surgery), otherwise he 
couldn’t move forward. Every 
training session he was out. 
Hopefully he can be back in 
time to go to World Cup,” he 
added.

Champions City, who head 
into the derby one point be-
hind leaders Arsenal, will face 
a resurgent United who have 
won their last four league 
games after a torrid start to 
the season.

Manchester City’s manager Pep Guardiola (R) speaks with John Stones (L) 
during a match (file photo)

He took the right 
decision (to have 

surgery), otherwise he 
couldn’t move forward. 
Every training session 
he was out. Hopefully 
he can be back in time 

to go to World Cup
JOHN STONES

Casper Ruud in action during his match


