
SUCCESS SEEMS TO BE LARGELY 
A MATTER OF HANGING ON AFTER 
OTHERS HAVE LET GO
WILLIAM FEATHER
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Vladimir Putin is once 
again violating in-

ternational law with his 
threats to annex more of 
Ukraine. We will not hes-
itate to take further ac-
tion, including imposing 
more sanctions to cripple 
Putin’s war machine. We 
will ensure he loses this 
illegal war.

@trussliz

The illegal annexation 
proclaimed by Putin 

won’t change anything. 
All territories illegally 
occupied by Russian 
invaders are Ukrainian 
land and will always be 
part of this sovereign 
nation.

@vonderleyen

I’m saddened and out-
raged by repeated vio-

lent attacks on civilians in 
#Afganistan. @WHO con-
demns such acts. We are 
ready to provide immedi-
ate support to the health 
care system to treat the 
injured.

@DrTedros

Travelled on board 
the Vande Bharat 

Express! It was a delight 
to meet women start-up 
entrepreneurs, talent-
ed youth, those associ-
ated with the Railways 
team and those involved 
in building the Vande 
Bharat train. It was a 
memorable journey.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Modi launches India-made high 
speed train in modernisation drive
Reuters | London

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi yesterday launched a 

third Indian-made high speed 
train in his home state of Guja-
rat, as a part of plans to modern-
ise the country’s rail network.

New Delhi plans to launch 
75 of the Vande Bharat Express 
trains by August 2023 to con-
nect all major industrial and 
business cities. The trains have 
a top speed of 160 kilometres 
per hour (kmh) (99 miles per 
hour).

The average speed of Indi-
an trains has remained around 
50 kmh, and of freight trains 
around 25 kmh, hitting the 
state-owned railways’ earnings, 
according to a national audi-
tor’s report in April.

The 16-coach Vande Express, 
with a capacity of 1,128 pas-
sengers, will provide a better 
experience for travellers even 
compared to flying, Modi said 
after the launch.

The latest train - with up-
dated passenger facilities com-
pared with the previous two 
launches - will connect India’s 
financial capital Mumbai with 
Gandhinagar, the capital of Gu-
jarat state, a senior railways 
official said.

Pathik Patwari, President of 
the Gujarat Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, welcomed 
the launch. “Many business-
men who do not travel much 

on trains due to long travel time 
will start travelling on the train 
now,” he said.

The weight of the latest train 

has been reduced by 38 tonnes 
from earlier versions to 392 
tonnes, ensuring a more com-
fortable ride, and it can contin-
ue functioning even in two feet 
water, officials said.

A spokesperson for Integrat-
ed Coach Factory, Chennai, 
which manufactured the train, 
told Reuters it was fully de-
signed in India, with 80% local 
materials, and would cost about 
11 billion rupees ($135 million).

He said the state-run factory 
aimed to produce at least 27 
by March 2023, besides high-
speed freight trains soon.

Indian Railways,  which 
posted a fall in passenger earn-
ings during two years of the 
pandemic, is on a path to re-
covery, with total revenues up 
37% year-on-year to 964.3 bil-
lion rupees ($11.82 billion) in 
April-August.

Hurricane Ian looms off Carolinas
Florida hurricane death toll rises to 21 as South Carolina prepares for landfall

• Hurricane expected 
to bring life-threatening 
flooding, storm 
surges and winds to 
South Carolina

Reuters | Washington

A resurgent Hurricane Ian 
barreled toward South 
Carolina yesterday, a day 

after carving a path of destruc-
tion across the Florida peninsula, 
washing away houses, causing a 
causeway to collapse and strand-
ing thousands along the state’s 
Gulf Coast.

The hurricane led to at least 
21 confirmed or unconfirmed 
deaths in Florida, Kevin Guthrie, 
director of the state’s Division of 
Emergency Management, said 
at a morning briefing. It was the 
first time a state official offered an 
estimate of the human toll.

Ian, which had weakened to a 
tropical storm during its march 
across Florida, was upgraded to a 
Category 1 hurricane on Thursday 
as it churned toward South Car-
olina with maximum sustained 
wind speeds of 85 mph (140 kph), 
the US National Hurricane Center 
(NHC) said.

The hurricane was forecast to 
hit north of low-lying Charleston 
at about 2 pm ET (1800 GMT) 
yesterday, bringing potentially 
life-threatening flooding, storm 
surges and winds. Hundreds of 

miles of coastline, stretching from 
Georgia to North Carolina, were 
under a hurricane warning.

Officials in Georgia, South Car-
olina and North Carolina urged 
residents to prepare for danger-
ous conditions.

By mid-morning yesterday in 
Charleston and Charleston Coun-
ty, South Carolina, everyone was 
ordered off the roads and the 
Charleston International Airport 
was closed because of high winds.

Kelsey Barlow, a spokeswoman 
for Charleston County, home to 
more than 400,000 residents, said 
that the county has two shelters 
open and a third on standby.

“But it’s too late for people to 
come to the shelters. The storm 
is here. Everyone needs to shel-
ter in place, stay off the roads,” 

Barlow said.
Barlow said a storm surge of 

more than seven feet was expect-
ed, on top of the noon high tide 
that could bring another six feet 
of water, causing massive flood-
ing.

With the eye of the storm still 
hours away, torrential rain had 
already arrived in Charleston. 
Video clips on social media 
showed several inches of water 
in some streets in the historic port 
city, which is especially prone to 
flooding.

Charleston is particularly at 
risk. A city-commissioned report 
released in November 2020 found 
that about 90% of all residen-
tial properties were vulnerable 
to storm surge flooding. Parts of 
northeast South Carolina, near 

Charleston, could also experience 
up to eight inches of rain.

Even so, the expected storm 
surges were not as severe as those 
issued by the NHC when the storm 
was approaching Florida. Edisto 
Beach, South Carolina, a resort 
destination about 30 miles south 
of Charleston, was expected to 
see a four- to seven-foot surge. 
That compares to 12-foot surges 
reported earlier in the week for 
parts of the Gulf Coast.

‘Big wallop’
Two days after Ian first came 

ashore on Florida’s Gulf Coast as 
one of the most powerful storms 
ever to hit the US mainland, the 
extent of the damage there was 
becoming more apparent.

“Clearly it has packed a big wal-

lop,” Governor Ron DeSantis said 
at the briefing.

“The response was very, very 
quick,” he said. “I do think that 
response made a difference.”

Some 10,000 people were un-
accounted for, Guthrie said, but 
many of them were likely in shel-
ters or without power, making it 
impossible to check in with loved 
ones or local officials. He said he 
expected the number to “organi-
cally” shrink in the coming days.

Fort Myers, a city close to 
where the eye of the storm first 
came ashore, absorbed a major 
blow, with numerous houses de-
stroyed by 150 mph winds and a 
powerful storm surge. Offshore, 
Sanibel Island, a popular destina-
tion for vacationers and retirees, 
was cut off when a causeway was 
rendered impassable.

Hundreds of beleaguered Fort 
Myers residents lined up at a 
Home Depot that opened early 
yesterday on the east side of the 
city, hoping to purchase gas cans, 
generators, bottled water and an-
ything else needed to survive. The 
line stretched for 100 yards.

Many said they felt the city and 
state governments were doing 
everything possible to help peo-
ple but said the lack of communi-
cation and uncertainty about how 
they would go on living in the area 
weighed heavily on them.

Sarah Sodre-Crot and Marco 
Martins, a married couple and 
both 22, immigrated from Brazil 
with their families five years ago, 
seeking a better life than they 
had back home. They rode out 
the storm in their home in east 
Fort Myers.
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

816,498 +109 9,352 +1 803,623 3,523

UAE 1,027,502 +471 2,345 1,006,731 18,426

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 655,316 641

Oman 397,993 4,260 384,669 9,064

Qatar 451,168 +720 682 444,174 6,312

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,166,904 1,084,282

2 India 44,587,307 528,629

3 France 35,391,211 155,112

4 Brazil 34,706,757 686,027

5 Germany 33,312,373 149,948

6 S. Korea 24,769,101 28,406

7 UK 23,621,952 189,919

8 Italy 22,467,278 177,092

9 Japan 21,265,862 44,789

10 Russia 20,985,756 387,269

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139

12 Spain 13,412,263 114,084

13 Vietnam 11,479,356 43,148

14 Australia 10,239,574 15,207
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News in brief 
 u The 
Indonesian 
navy hasn’t 

requested or received money to release detained 
vessels or ship captains, a senior naval officer 
said, responding to a Reuters report quoting 
captains saying they were held by the navy in 
an extortion scheme. Dozens of ships have been 
arrested by the Indonesian navy over the last year for 
illegally anchoring in its waters just east of Singapore 

based on information from a dozen people involved in the cases, including 
captains, ship owners, intermediaries and insurers. Most of the captains were 
freed after a few weeks once ship owners made unofficial payments to navy 
intermediaries of between $300,000 and $400,000, the people said.

 u Seven 
bodies have 
been found 
washed ashore on a beach in southern Vietnam, 
authorities said yesterday, a week after a boat 
with more than 40 people on board sank off 
the neighbouring Cambodian coastal town of 
Sihanoukville. The bodies found on a beach on Phu 
Quoc Island, which straddles the border area between the countries, Vietnam’s 
Ministry of Public Security said in a news release. Two of the bodies were carrying 
Chinese papers in their pockets, it said.

 u A fire broke 
out Thursday at 
Paraguay’s Superior 

Court of Elections, 
destroying thousands of 
electronic ballot boxes 
and other equipment only 
two months ahead of the 
South American country’s 
presidential primaries, 
officials said. “So far we have 
lost 8,500 electoral machines, 

notebooks, electoral material, but we guarantee citizens that the December 
elections will take place as planned,” Jamie Bestard, the judicial body’s president, 
said from outside the burned building in Asuncion. Two court officials, who are 
missing, are being sought by authorities, national police chief Gilberto Fleitas said. 
More than 300 firefighters were deployed to the scene to fight the flames, which 
were brought under control after six hours.

 u Thailand’s 
Constitutional Court 
yesterday ruled Prime 
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha had not 
exceeded the maximum eight years 
allowed in the post, paving the way 
for his likely return from a five-week 
suspension. The court was announcing its 
decision in a case filed by the opposition, 
which sought clarity on whether Prayuth’s 
time as leader of a military government 
formed after a coup eight years ago should count in his overall tally.

Indonesian navy denies it 
requested payments to release ships

Fire in Paraguay elections office 
destroys thousands of vote machines

Seven bodies found on Vietnam beach a 
week after Cambodia boat sinking

Thai court rules Prayuth has not 
exceeded 8-year limit as PM

Kabul suicide blast kills 19, mostly girls, at education centre
Reuters | Kabul

A suicide bomb attack on a 
classroom of hundreds of 

people preparing for exams in the 
Afghan capital yesterday killed 
at least 19 people, with most of 
the casualties girls, police and a 
witness said.

The blast ripped through Kaaj 
Higher Educational Center, 
which coaches mainly adult men 
and women ahead of university 
entrance tests.

“We were around 600 in the 
class. But most of the casualties 
are among the girls,” Akbar, a stu-
dent who was wounded in the 
attack, told AFP from a nearby 
hospital.

The attack happened in the 
Dasht-e-Barchi neighbourhood of 
western Kabul, a predominantly 
Shiite Muslim area home to the 
minority Hazara community, the 
target of some of Afghanistan’s 
most deadly attacks.

“Students were preparing for 
an exam when a suicide bomber 
struck at this educational cen-
tre. Unfortunately, 19 people have 
been martyred and 27 others 
wounded,” Kabul police spokes-
man Khalid Zadran said.

Families rushed to area hos-
pitals, where ambulances were 
arriving with victims and lists of 
those confirmed dead and wound-
ed were posted on the walls.

“We didn’t find her here,” a dis-
tressed woman looking for her 
sister at one of the hospitals told 
AFP. “She was 19 years old.”

“We are calling her but she’s not 

responding.”
At at least one hospital, the Tal-

iban forced families of victims to 
leave the site, fearing that there 
could be a follow-up attack on 
the crowd.

Videos posted online and pho-
tos published by local media 
showed bloodied victims being 
carried away from the scene.

“Security teams have reached 
the site, the nature of the attack 

and the details of the casualties 
will be released later,” Abdul Nafy 
Takor, the interior ministry’s 
spokesman, earlier tweeted.

“Attacking civilian targets 
proves the enemy’s inhuman cru-
elty and lack of moral standards.”

Relatives and medical staff shift a wounded girl from an ambulance outside a 
hospital in Kabul

Narendra Modi flags off new Vande Bharat Express

Holly Nugyn walks out of her flooded neighbourhood after Hurricane Ian passed by 
the area

More gunfire in Burkina Faso 
capital after junta leader urges calm
Reuters | Ouagadougou 

More gunshots rang out 
near Burkina Faso’s pres-

idential palace yesterday after-
noon, shortly after its military 
leader sought to quell fears of 
a second coup in eight months.

Residents of the capital Oua-
gadougou woke to the sound 
of gunfire at dawn yesterday. 
Soon after, soldiers and military 
vehicles took to the deserted 
streets, cutting off access to ad-
ministrative buildings.

By mid-morning, the city, 
usually buzzing with mo-
torbikes and cars, was quiet. 
Schools, businesses and banks 
were shut. State television 
stopped broadcasting.

But heavy gunfire broke out 
again near the presidential pal-
ace in the early afternoon, two 
Reuters reporters said.

It was not clear if a coup was 
underway, but security sources 
say there has been frustration 
within the military at a lack of 
progress in combating Islamist 
militants.

Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo 
Damiba, who took power in a 
coup in January, urged calm in 
a statement. Certain members 
of the armed forces overcome 
by “moods swings” had created 
a “confused situation,” he said.

His whereabouts are un-
known.

“Since he [Damiba] took 
power, our soldiers die often 
and this does not sadden him,” 
said Marcelin Ouedraogo, who 
joined a protest in the city cen-
tre yesterday calling for the end 

of French military involvement 
in Burkina Faso, and for collab-
oration with Russia.

The latest unrest bore the 
hallmarks of other power grabs 
that have swept across West 
and Central Africa since 2020, 
undoing years of democratic 
progress.

The coups have been driven 
in part by violence committed 

by Islamist groups who have 
taken over large areas of north-
ern Burkina Faso and parts of 
neighbouring Mali and Niger.

Civilian populations have 
cheered military juntas in the 
hope that they would be more 
successful at containing the in-
surgents than their democrati-
cally-elected predecessors.

As well as Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Chad, and Guinea have all seen 
coups since 2020.

Yesterday’s unrest is a “damn-
ing indictment for the state of 
democracy in the region”, said 
Eric Humphery-Smith, Senior 
Africa Analyst at risk intelli-
gence company Verisk Ma-
plecroft. Another coup would 
mark the “sixth unconstitution-
al takeover in the Sahel in the 
past two years,” he said.

Damiba’s takeover was large-
ly celebrated by Burkinabe fed 
up with the inability of former 
President Roch Kabore’s gov-
ernment to rein in militants 
linked to Islamic State and al 
Qaeda.

boats lie scattered amidst mobile homes after the passage of Hurricane Ian, on San 
Carlos Island, in Fort Myers Beach

Soldiers block the road to stop the advance of protesters against junta leader 
Paul-Henri Damiba

US forces seize nearly $100 million 
in heroin, hashish in Middle East
STARS AND STRIPES | Manama

The US Navy seized nearly 
$100 million in illicit drugs 

this week from fishing vessels 
in the Gulf of Oman as part of 
a multinational effort in the 
Middle East to stem the tide of 
trafficking on the seas, officials 
said.

On Tuesday, the Coast Guard 
fast response cutter Charles 
Moulthrope seized 5,313 
pounds of heroin worth an 
estimated $85 million from a 
fishing vessel in international 
waters in the Gulf of Oman, U.S. 
Naval Forces Central Command 
said in a statement the same 
day.

On Wednesday, the destroyer 
USS Delbert D. Black confiscat-
ed 15,873 pounds of hashish 
worth an estimated $10 million 
from another fishing vessel, 
also in the Gulf of Oman, the 
Navy said in a separate state-
ment Thursday.

Delbert D. Black has been pa-
trolling waters in the Middle 
East since August in support of 
5th Fleet, which is headquar-
tered in Manama, Bahrain, the 
Navy said.

Homeported at Naval Sta-
tion Mayport in Florida, the 
ship deployed in August as part 
of the USS George H.W. Bush 
Carrier Strike Group, which is 
operating in the Mediterranean 

Sea in the US 6th Fleet area of 
responsibility.

This is the first deployment 

for Delbert D. Black, which has 
a crew of more than 300 and a 
detachment from Helicopter 
Maritime Strike Squadron 48, 
the Navy said.

The Coast Guard’s Charles 
Moulthrope was operating in 
support of the Saudi Arabia-led 
Combined Task Force 150, one 
of four task forces under Com-
bined Maritime Forces.

Homeported in Bahrain, the 
ship has a crew of nearly 30 
and has been operating in the 
Middle East since May 2021.

The multinational partner-
ship has made 13 drug interdic-
tions so far this year, resulting 
in the seizure of nearly $300 
million in heroin, methamphet-
amine, amphetamine pills and 
hashish, the Navy said.

US Coast Guard personnel seize bags of illegal drugs from a fishing vessel

USS Delbert D. Black 
has been patrolling 

waters in the Middle 
East since August in 
support of 5th Fleet, 
which is headquar-
tered in Manama, 

Bahrain

KNOW WHAT

Students were preparing 
for an exam when a 

suicide bomber struck at 
this educational centre. 
Unfortunately, 19 people 
have been martyred and 

27 others wounded
KABUL POLICE SPOKESMAN KHALID ZADRAN

The weight of the 
latest train has been 
reduced by 38 tonnes 
from earlier versions 
to 392 tonnes, ensur-
ing a more comfort-
able ride, and it can 
continue functioning 

even in two feet water

KNOW

BETTER

Around 300 recent high 
school graduates had 
come to take practice 
exams at the centre 

which helps students 
prepare and study for 

the entrance exams

KNOW WHAT

About 1.99 million 
homes and businesses 
remained without pow-
er yesterday, according 
to tracking service pow-
eroutage.com. Ian has 
affected more than 3.3 
million customers since 

it hit on Wednesday

KNOW WHAT

Yesterday’s develop-
ments felt all too fa-
miliar in West Africa, 
where a coup in Mali 

in August 2020 set off 
a series of military 
power grabs in the 

region

KNOW WHAT

331 BC 1688 1908 1918
Alexander the Great de-
feats Darius III of Persia in 
the Battle of Gaugamela

Prince Willem III of 
Orange accepts invi-
tation of take up the 
British crown

Henry Ford introduces the 
Model T car (costs $825)

World War I: Combined Arab and 
British force under the Lawrence 
of Arabia, T. E. Lawrence cap-
tures Damascus from the Turks


