
Singapore ex-deputy PM Shanmugaratnam 
elected president: official results
AFP | London

Former Singapore deputy 
prime minister Tharman 

Shanmugaratnam was elected 
president yesterday, according 
to official results, in the city-
state’s first contested vote for 
the largely ceremonial position 
in more than a decade.

The Elections Department 
declared the 66-year-old econ-
omist as the winner over two 
rival candidates after securing 
70.4 percent of ballots cast.

“I declare Mr. Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam as the can-
didate duly elected as the presi-
dent of Singapore,” said election 
returning officer Tan Meng Dui.

Shanmugaratnam replaces 
incumbent Halimah Yacob who 
ran unopposed for her six-year 
term in 2017.

“I believe that it’s a vote of 
confidence in Singapore. It’s a 

vote of optimism for a future in 
which we can progress togeth-
er,” Shanmugaratnam said in a 
speech before the results were 
announced.

There are stringent require-
ments for the position, which 
formally oversees the city’s ac-
cumulated financial reserves 
and holds the power to veto 
certain measures and approve 
anti-graft probes.

Observers said Shanmugarat-
nam’s win is a boost for the rul-
ing People’s Action Party (PAP), 
which is widely perceived to 
favour his candidacy.

The party that has ruled Sin-
gapore continuously since 1959 
has been hurt by a rare spate of 
political scandals ahead of the 
presidential vote.

Shanmugaratnam, also a 
former finance minister, was 
a long-time PAP stalwart be-
fore he resigned to run for the 
non-partisan position of pres-
ident.

His independence had been 
questioned during the cam-
paign because of his previous 
ties with the government.

Sri Lanka policeman sacked for 
playing piano while president fled

AFP | Colombo

Sri Lanka’s police force said 
yesterday it had sacked an 

officer who entertained pro-
testers with an impromptu 
piano performance after they 
stormed the island nation’s 
presidential compound last 
year.

Constable R. M. D. Da-
yaratne was deployed to help 
protect the colonial-era resi-
dence on the day it was taken 
over by protesters who forced 
then-president Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa to flee the country.

Instead, he sat at a grand 
piano in the compound and 
played a song to the crowd 
streaming through its rooms.

“Dayaratne was on social 
media playing the piano while 
the building was being vandal-
ised,” a senior officer, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity, 
told AFP.

“He was our Nero,” the of-
ficer added, referring to the 
ancient Roman emperor said 
to have played the fiddle while 
the city burned in a weeklong 
fire.

Police authorities conclud-
ed that the constable had 
breached discipline after a 
lengthy investigation.

Before the compound was 
stormed in July 2022, pro-
testers had been camped 
outside Rajapaksa’s office for 
months demanding he step 
down over the island nation’s 
unprecedented economic  
crisis.

Protesters seized the resi-
dence and were later seen frol-
icking in the presidential pool 
and jumping on Rajapaksa’s 
four-poster bed.

Rajapaksa was accused of 
precipitating corruption and 
mismanagement that triggered 
the downturn, which led to 
severe shortages of food, fuel 
and medicines.

He was forced to seek tem-
porary exile in Singapore, from 
where he issued his resigna-
tion, though he has since re-
turned to Sri Lanka.

His successor, Ranil Wick-
remesinghe, has offered an 
amnesty to those returning 
historic artefacts stolen from 
the building.

A PERSON WHO WON’T READ HAS 
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It was a pleasure meet-
ing with China Vice 

Premier He Lifeng. We 
exchanged views on the 
outlook for the world 
economy and China. 
Great to hear the plans 
for securing high-quality 
growth in China today 
and in the future.

@KGeorgieva

Today, as we mark 1 
year of @IAEAorg 

presence at #Zapor-
izhzhya Nuclear Power 
Plant in Ukraine, I per-
sonally thanked our staff. 
Their expertise, com-
mitment & resilience in 
the face of an extremely 
challenging situation are 
key in our mission. Our 
work to protect the NPP 
continues.

@rafaelmgrossi

I’m proud of the support 
I put in place as Chan-

cellor during Covid. From 
the furlough scheme to 
the Culture Recovery 
Fund, we protected mil-
lions of jobs and got the 
economy growing again. 
Now, we need to halve 
inflation and stick to our 
plan.

@RishiSunak

Thanks to #Greece’s 
Health Ministry, @

OKANA_GR and the City 
of Athens for their ef-
forts to fight the opioid 
crisis. @WHO will con-
tinue to support.

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Spanish police 
seized nearly three 
tonnes of cocaine from 

a yacht near the Canary islands and 
arrested six suspects believed to be 
involved in a Balkan-based trafficking 
gang, Europol said yesterday. Heavily-
armed officers swooped on a sailing boat 
eight days ago, while various police agencies 

arrested suspects at various locations in the Serbian-led operation. Belgrade 
police in January last year kicked off a probe into the cartel, which was suspected 
of large-scale cocaine smuggling across the Atlantic Ocean. “The targeted 
organisation was... suspected of organising multi-tonne cocaine shipments from 
Brazil to the EU,” the Hague-based Europol said in a statement.

 u Four Armenian 
servicemen were killed and 
three Azerbaijani soldiers 
wounded yesterday, the two countries 
said, as they accused each other of 
engaging in a new round of clashes. 
Tensions between Baku and Yerevan have 
escalated sharply in recent months, as 
both sides accuse the other of cross-border 
attacks. “As a result of an Azerbaijani 
provocation, four servicemen were killed and one wounded on the Armenian 
side,” Armenia’s defence ministry said, after earlier reporting two were killed. 
The ministry said earlier that Azerbaijan had fired at Armenian positions near the 
town of Sotk, less than ten kilometres (six miles) from the Azeri border.

 u Kazakhstan’s leader yesterday 
called for a referendum on the 
construction of a nuclear power 

plant in the Central Asian country marked by the legacy 
of devastating Soviet nuclear tests. Authorities carried 
out hundreds of nuclear tests on Kazakhstan’s steppes 
during the USSR era, overlooking the environmental and 
health impact. Many in Kazakhstan -- also the world’s 
leading uranium producer -- are sceptical of introducing 
nuclear into the country’s energy mix. “Whether or not to 

build a nuclear power station is an extremely important question and impacts the 
future of our country,” President Kassym Jomart-Tokayev said.

Spanish police snatch 2.7 
tonnes of cocaine off yacht

Kazakh leader calls for 
rare vote on nuclear plant

Four Armenian troops 
killed in clash with Azerbaijan

A man plays a piano inside the Sri Lanka’s presidential palace, in Colombo on 
July 10, 2022, a day after it was overrun by anti-government protestors

Russian airport attacked from 
own territory, Ukraine says

• Kremlin working 
to prevent future 
drone attacks but 
avoids commenting 
on Ukrainian claims

AFP | Kyiv

Ukraine’s military intelli-
gence said yesterday that 
a recent drone attack on 

an airport in northwestern Russia 
which damaged several transport 
planes was carried out from with-
in Russian territory.

The claim, falling on the first 
day of the school year, came as 
President Vladimir Putin told 
Russian students that their coun-
try was “invincible” and police 
in Kyiv scrambled to respond to 
bomb threats in schools.

The attack this week on Psk-
ov airport some 700 kilometres 
(more than 400 miles) from 
Ukraine marked the latest strike 
to rock Russian territory since 
Kyiv vowed to “return” the con-
flict to Moscow in July. 

“The drones used to attack the 

‘Kresty’ air base in Pskov were 
launched from Russia,” Ukraine’s 
intelligence chief Kyrylo Budanov 
said on social media yesterday.

“Four Russian IL-76 military 
transport planes were hit as a 
result of the attack. Two were 
destroyed and two were seriously 
damaged,” he added.

Budanov said the aircraft had 
been used by the defence ministry 
to transport troops and cargo.

The Kremlin said this week that 

military experts were working to 
find out which routes the drones 
were taking in order “to prevent 
such situations in the future”.

Asked about Ukrainian claims 
yesterday, Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov declined to com-
ment and instead deferred ques-
tions to the defence ministry.

The region of Pskov, which 
was also targeted by drones in 
late May, is surrounded by NATO 
members Estonia and Latvia to 

its west and Belarus to its south.

‘Calm’ urged after bomb scare 
Budanov’s comments came 

hours after Russian air defences 
destroyed a drone approaching 
Moscow, the city’s mayor said, a 
day after a similar attack on the 
capital.

Russian media reported that air 
traffic at Moscow’s Domodedovo 
and Vnukovo airports had been 
temporarily halted. 

An uptick in aerial assaults have 
hit the capital’s financial district, 

ripped holes in commercial build-
ings and even struck the Kremlin 
but officials have dismissed the 
increase in attacks. 

The reports of bomb threats in 
Ukraine’s capital coincided with 
the start of the country’s academ-
ic year, as the education ministry 
said nearly four million students 
were returning to school, both 
online and in person.

Ukrainian officials said Russian 
attacks since the beginning of the 
invasion in February 2022 had 
damaged or destroyed thousands 
of schools.

Andriy Sadovy, the mayor of 
the western city of Lviv, said pu-
pils will be learning to fly drones, 
releasing a picture of students 
behind computers.

“This is our new reality,” he 
wrote on social media alongside 
images of children holding con-
trollers and sitting in front of 
monitors simulating drone flights.

Putin meanwhile congratulat-
ed Russian students on the be-
ginning of the new school year, 
telling them it was impossible to 
defeat Russia as Moscow’s offen-
sive in Ukraine grinds through its 
nineteenth month.

Joburg fire toll rises as South Africa debates ‘hijacked’ buildings
AFP | Johannesburg 

The death toll from a fire that 
engulfed a Johannesburg 

building rose to 76, authorities 
said yesterday as relatives of 
the victims waited outside a 
mortuary to identify their loved  
ones.

Health Minister Joe Phaahla 
said two people died in hos-
pital a day after flames ripped 
through the five-storey building 
forcing South Africa to confront 
an illegal housing “crisis”.

“We’ve got 76 fatalities,” 
Phaahla told reporters, after 
visiting some of the more than 
60 people who were injured and 
receiving treatment at health-
care facilities in the city.

Authorities were at work to 
identify the victims, whose bod-
ies were brought to a morgue in 
Soweto.

Thembalethu Mpahlaza, the 
head of forensics services in Jo-
hannesburg’s Gauteng province, 
said the process would require 
DNA tests as most were “burnt 
beyond recognition”.

There were only “12 bodies 

that are identifiable, that can 
be viewed,” he told reporters 
outside the mortuary.

Earlier in the day, search dogs 
combed the charred building 
while charity workers brought 
blankets, clothing and other 

goods to more than 100 survi-
vors accommodated at a Johan-
nesburg shelter.

The fire has reopened a de-
bate about so-called hijacked 
buildings -- old disused blocks 
that have fallen under the con-
trol of criminal syndicates who 
collect rent from squatters.

President Cyril Ramaphosa 
said it was “a wake-up call for 
us to begin to address the sit-
uation of housing in the inner 
cities” as he visited the site late 
on Thursday.

Super Typhoon Saola sweeps towards southern China cities
AFP | Hong Kong

Tens of millions of people 
in Hong Kong, Shenzhen 

and other southern Chinese 
megacities sheltered indoors 
yesterday as Super Typhoon 
Saola threatened to become the 
strongest storm to hit the region 
in decades.

Hundreds of flights were 
cancelled across the region, the 
start of the school year was de-
layed in Hong Kong, and the 
rain-drenched finance hub’s 
streets were deserted.

China’s national weather of-
fice had predicted Saola “may 
become the strongest typhoon 
to make landfall in the Pearl 
River Delta since 1949”, refer-
ring to a low-lying region that 

includes Hong Kong, Macau and 
Guangdong province.

With a direct hit possible, au-
thorities in Hong Kong raised 

the warning level yesterday 
evening to the city’s highest -- 
“T10” -- which had only been 
issued 16 times since World War 

II before Saola.
“Do not go outside and stay 

away from exposed windows 
and doors. Make sure you have 
a safe place to shelter and be 
prepared for the change in wind 
directions,” the Hong Kong Ob-
servatory warned in a bulletin 
issued at 8:15 pm (1215 GMT).

Packing sustained winds of 
210 km (130 miles) per hour, 
Saola’s impact poses “a high 
threat to Hong Kong”, and is 
expected to skirt the city in the 
next few hours.

“Members of the public 
should stay on high alert. You 
are advised to remain where you 
are if protected and be prepared 
for destructive winds,” the ob-
servatory said.

South African Police Service (SAPS) K-9 Unit arrive at the entrance of a burned 
apartment block in Johannesburg

Sand bags are placed to stop flooding by the waterfront at Tseung Kwan O in 
Hong Kong

Putin, Erdogan to meet 
Monday amid grain deal hopes

AFP | Moscow

Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin will host his Turkish coun-

terpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan on 
Monday, the Kremlin said, amid 
hopes the two can restore a deal 
ensuring safe passage for grain 
shipments.

Russia pulled out from the 
UN-backed grain agreement that 
Turkey helped broker in July, ef-
fectively revoking safe navigation 
for civilian ships sailing through 
the Black Sea.

“Negotiations will indeed take 
place in Sochi on Monday,” Krem-
lin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters yesterday.

Moscow ’s  announcement 
came shortly after Ukraine said 
two more ships were sailing 
through a temporary corridor 
Kyiv had set up to ensure safe  
navigation.

“Two vessels are sailing through 
a temporary corridor from 

Ukraine’s Black Sea ports to the 
Bosphorus,” Infrastructure Min-
ister Oleksandr Kubrakov said on 
social media.

Kyiv announced the new mar-
itime corridor in August after 
Moscow warned ships leaving 
Ukraine’s ports could be consid-
ered military targets.

Turkey’s foreign minister Ha-
kan Fidan said on a visit to Mos-
cow on Thursday that reviving 
the deal to ship Ukrainian grain 
across the Black Sea was “critical” 
for food security.

Turkey wants the warring sides 
to return to the agreement and 
use it as a basis for broader peace 
talks.

Moscow says the previous 
agreement imposed indirect re-
strictions on its grain and fertiliser 
exports by limiting Russia’s access 
to global payment systems and 
insurance.

It has repeatedly said it could 
return to the deal if its demands 
are met.

Pupils attend a class on the first day of the new school year, known as ‘Day of 
Knowledge’ in Irpin, northwest of Kyiv

The drones used to 
attack the ‘Kresty’ air 

base in Pskov were 
launched from Russia. 

Four Russian IL-76 
military transport planes 

were hit as a result of 
the attack. Two were 

destroyed and two were 
seriously damaged

UKRAINE’S INTELLIGENCE CHIEF KYRYLO 
BUDANOV

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan (L) meets Russian President Vladimir Putin 
on the sidelines of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures 
in Asia (CICA) in Astana (file photo)

I believe that it’s a 
vote of confidence in 

Singapore. It’s a vote of 
optimism for a future in 
which we can progress 

together
THARMAN SHANMUGARATNAM

Many of these 
abandoned buildings 

are controlled by gangs 
who rent out the space
MERVYN CIROTA, PROVINCIAL COUNCILLOR

Tharman Shanmugaratnam

Muslim Scholars 
begins visit to 
Afghanistan

TDT | Manama

A delegation of Mus-
lim Ummah scholars 

and thinkers arrived in 
the Afghan capital, Kabul 
on Thursday morning, for 
meetings with Afghan schol-
ars, along with ministers and 
officials in the government 
of the de facto authority in 
Afghanistan.

The delegation’s visit 
comes within the framework 
of the follow-up of the OIC 
General Secretariat to the 
resolutions of the Executive 
Committee and the Council 
of Foreign Ministers, which 
called on the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the OIC to dispatch 
a delegation of ulemas and 
religious scholars led by the 
International Islamic Fiqh 
Academy and other relevant 
religious institutions in the 
Muslim world to engage 
with Afghanistan on issues 
of utmost importance, such 
as tolerance and moderation 
in Islam, girls’ education and 
women’s work.

Muslim Scholars attend a meeting 
in Afghanistan

31 BC 1192 1666 1945
Battle of Actium: decisive naval battle that 
effectively ends the Roman Republic. Octavian’s 
forces defeat those under Mark Antony and 
Cleopatra off the western coast of Greece

Sultan Saladin and King Richard 
the Lionheart of England sign 
treaty over Jerusalem, at end of 
the Third Crusade

Great Fire of London 
begins at 2am in 
Pudding Lane, 80% of 
London is destroyed

V-J Day, formal Surrender of 
Japan aboard USS Missouri marks 
the end of World War II (Japanese 
date, 1st September in US)

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Israeli forces kill Palestinian in West Bank raid: ministry
AFP | Jerusalem

Israeli forces yesterday killed 
a Palestinian in the West 

Bank, the Palestinian health 
ministry said, as a surge of 
deadly violence in the occu-
pied territory shows no signs 
of abating.

The ministry said Abdul Ra-
him Fayez Ghannam, 36, was 
“shot by live occupation (Israe-
li) fire in the head” in the village 
of Al-Aqaba in the northern 
West Bank.

An AFP photographer saw 
black smoke billowing from a 
building during the military 
raid.

The Israeli army said in a 
statement a firefight broke out 
between militants and soldiers 
and “a hit was identified on one 
of the gunmen.”

Troops also “used shoul-
der-fired missiles and gre-
nades” in the violence, and 
subsequently found improvised 
explosive devices and other 
weapons in the building, the 
statement said.

After Israeli forces withdrew, 
Palestinian residents inspected 
bullet marks and a gaping hole 

left in the wall of a house.
Mourners gathered for the 

funeral of Ghannam, whose 
head was wrapped in a keffiyeh 
while his body was shrouded in 
a Palestinian flag.

The number of Palestinians 
killed by Israeli forces in the 
West Bank and Israel this year 
is the highest since 2005, ac-
cording to the United Nations’ 
humanitarian agency OCHA.

The soaring violence has also 
involved a rise in Palestinian 
attacks on Israelis.

On Thursday, a Palestinian 

man rammed into Israeli sol-
diers near a West Bank check-
point, killing one, before being 
shot dead.

A day earlier, Israeli forces 
killed a 14-year-old Palestin-
ian boy in Jerusalem after he 
stabbed a passenger on a tram.

So far this year, at least 225 
Palestinians, 32 Israelis, a 
Ukrainian and an Italian have 
been killed in violence linked 
to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, according to an AFP tally 
based on official sources on 
both sides.

Proud Boys leader jailed for 17 years over US Capitol attack
AFP | London

Two senior members of the 
Proud Boys militia were 

handed hefty prison sentences 
Thursday for their role in the 
2021 assault on the US Capitol 
by supporters of Donald Trump.

Joe Biggs, the Florida lead-
er of the self-styled paramili-
tary group, was sentenced to 
17 years in prison for seditious 
conspiracy and other charges, 
one year shy of the longest sen-
tence given a participant in the 
January 6, 2021 riot.

Zachary Rehl, leader of the 
Philadelphia Proud Boys arm, 
got 15 years in prison on the 
same charges.

Prosecutors called them 
key figures in the attack by 
thousands seeking to forcibly 
overturn Joe Biden’s Novem-
ber 2020 election victory, af-
ter Trump repeatedly claimed 
without any basis that there 
was massive fraud in the vote.

The attack, which followed 
a rally at the White House in 
which Trump urged support-
ers to march to the Capitol to 
protest against certification of 
the election, “broke our tradi-
tion of the peaceful transfer of 
power, which is one of the most 
precious things that we had 
as Americans,” Judge Timothy 

Kelly said Thursday.
Kelly rejected prosecutors’ 

call for up to 33 years in prison, 
saying the attack was hardly 
a terrorist-like mass casualty 
event, and neither Biggs nor 
Rehl killed anybody.

Nevertheless, Kelly said, 
“There is a need for deter-
rence.”

Trump supporters clash with police and security forces as they storm the US 
Capitol in Washington, DC

Palestinians inspect the damage following an Israel military raid in the 
occupied West Bank village of Al-Aqaba


