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Henry IV of 
Germany storms 
Rome, capturing St 
Peter’s Cathedral

Chile and Peru sign the Treaty of Lima, 
finally resolving their border dispute 
from the War of the Pacific (1879–83). 
Chile keeps Arica and Peru regains Tacna

A mob of 60 from the Los Angeles 
Naval Reserve Armory beat up every-
one perceived to be Hispanic, start-
ing the week-long Zoot Suit Riots

Ixtoc I rig in the Gulf of 
Mexico blows, spilling 3 mil-
lion barrels of oil in one of 
the worst oil spills in history
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Jill and I wish Your 
Majesty a joyful Plati-

num Jubilee celebration. 
On behalf of the United 
States, congratulations 
to Queen Elizabeth II 
on an unprecedented 70 
years of service to the 
UK and Commonwealth 
and thank you for your 
friendship to the Amer-
ican people.

@POTUS

This historic Plati-
num Jubilee is not 

only a celebration of 
the monarch but of the 
qualities she possesses. 
This year’s #Honours re-
cipients reflect many of 
those qualities. Their 
stories of courage and 
compassion are an inspi-
ration to us all.

@BorisJohnson

I’m in #Slovakia and had 
the pleasure of meet-

ing with Health Minis-
ter Vladimír Lengvarský 
to discuss strengthening 
the health system with a 
focus on primary health 
care, investing in the 
health workforce and also 
covering the health care 
needs of refugees from 
#Ukraine.

@DrTedros

Global well-being is 
in jeopardy in large 

part because we have not 
kept our promises on the 
environment. At #Stock-
holm50, I urge countries 
to embrace the human 
right to a clean, healthy 
environment for every-
one, everywhere.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Ukraine’s Zelenskiy eyes ‘inflection point’ 
as Russia tightens grip on key target
Reuters | Kyiv

Russia tightened its grip on 
a key target in a battle for 

control of Ukraine’s eastern 
Donbas region while President 
Volodymir Zelenskiy pleaded 
for more Western arms to help 
Ukraine reach a battlefield “in-
flection point” and prevail in 
the war.

Zelenskiy told Luxembourg’s 
parliament via videolink yester-
day that Russian forces now oc-
cupied about a fifth Ukrainian 
territory, with battle lines now 
stretching more than 1,000 km 
(620 miles).

As the invasion heads for 
its 100th day on Friday, Rus-
sia says Washington is adding 
“fuel to the fire” with a new 
$700 million weapons package 
for Ukraine that will include 
advanced rocket systems with 
a range of up to 80 km.

But separately addressing a 
forum in Slovakia, Zelenskiy 
called for more weapons sup-
plies to “ensure an inflection 
point in this confrontation,” in 
Ukraine’s favour.  

U.S. President Joe Biden 
hopes extending Ukraine’s 
artillery reach will help push 
Moscow to negotiate an end to 
a war in which thousands have 
been killed, cities and towns 
flattened and more than 6 mil-
lion people forced to flee the 
country.

His administration said it had 
Ukraine’s assurances it would 
not use the rocket systems to 
hit targets inside Russia.

“Ukraine is fighting an ex-
clusively defensive war, and we 
always state this,” the country’s 
deputy defence minister Hanna 
Malyar told a briefing, when 
asked whether Kyiv made such 
a promise.

While Moscow denies target-
ing civilians it says it regards 
Ukrainian infrastructure trans-
port used to bring in Western 
arms as a legitimate target. But 
it downplayed the effect those 
supplies will have on what it 

calls its “special military oper-
ation” to disarm Ukraine and 
rid it of ultra-nationalists the 
Kremlin says threaten Russian 
security.

“Pumping (Western) weap-
ons into Ukraine does not 
change all the parameters of 
the special operation,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters.

“Its goals will be achieved, 
but this will bring more suffer-
ing to Ukraine,” Peskov said in 
response to a question whether 
U.S. plans to sell Ukraine drones 
that can be armed with missiles 
could change the nature of the 
conflict.  

Four Russian missiles hit rail-
way infrastructure targets in 
two places in the western Lviv 
region bordering Poland late 
on Wednesday, injuring five 

people and causing significant 
damage, its governor said yes-
terday.

Donbas city in focus
Russian forces, backed by 

heavy artillery, control most 
of the eastern industrial city of 
Sievierodonetsk - now largely 
in ruins - after days of fierce 
fighting in which they have 
taken losses, Britain’s defence 
ministry said in its daily intel-
ligence report.

Ukraine’s armed forces gen-
eral staff said that besides its as-
sault on the city, Russian troops 
were also attacking other parts 
of the east and northeast.

The capture of Sieviero-
donetsk and its smaller twin 
Lysychansk would give Russian 
forces control of all of Luhansk, 
one of two provinces along with 
Donetsk in the Donbas claimed 
by Moscow on behalf of sepa-
ratists.

Seizing Luhansk would ful-
fil one of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s stated aims 
and further shift battlefield 
momentum in Russia’s favour 
after its forces were pushed 
back from the capital Kyiv and 
from northern Ukraine.

Moscow’s forces were also 
attempting to advance south 
towards the Ukraine-held cities 
of Kramatorsk and Sloviansk, in 
Donetsk province, provincial 
governor Pavlo Kyrylenko said.

Oklahoma gunman who killed four 
targeted surgeon who treated him
Authorities identify gunman, saying he was targeting doctor he blamed for back pain he felt after surgery

• Shooter also dead, 
apparently from a 
self-inflicted wound

AP | Tulsa

A man who blamed his sur-
geon for ongoing pain af-
ter a recent back surgery 

bought an AR-style rifle hours 
before opening fire at a Tulsa 
medical office, killing the surgeon 
and three other people before 
fatally shooting himself, police 
said yesterday.

Tulsa Police Chief Wendell 
Franklin says the gunman had 
recently undergone back surgery 
and had called a clinic repeatedly 
complaining of pain.

Franklin says the doctor who 
performed the surgery, Dr. Pres-
ton Phillips, was killed Wednes-
day, along with another doctor, a 
receptionist and a patient.

“We also have a letter on the 
suspect, which made it clear that 
he came in with the intent to kill 
Dr. Phillips and anyone who got 
in his way,” Franklin said. “He 
blamed Dr. Phillips for the ongo-
ing pain following the surgery.”

Dr. Cliff Robertson, president 
and CEO of Saint Francis Health 
System, called Phillips “the con-
summate gentleman” and “a man 
that we should all strive to emu-

late.” He said the three employees 
who were killed were “the three 
best people in the entire world” 
and that they “didn’t deserve to 
die this way.”

Authorities said the gunman 
carried a rifle and handgun dur-
ing the shooting at the medical 
building on a hospital campus, the 
latest in a series of deadly mass 
shootings across the country in 
recent weeks.

Wednesday’s shooting on the 
campus of Saint Francis Health 
System happened the same week 
that families in Uvalde, Texas, 
began burying the dead from the 
deadliest school shooting in near-
ly a decade.

The victims and gunman in 
Tulsa were found on the second 

floor of a medical office where 
an orthopedic clinic is located, 
police said. The shooter died from 
an apparent self-inflicted gunshot 
wound, Tulsa Police Department 
Deputy Chief Eric Dalgleish said.

All appointments at the or-
thopedic clinic were canceled 
through Friday.

The spate of recent gun vio-
lence across the country, includ-
ing the killing of 19 children and 
two teachers at Robb Elementary 
School in Uvalde by an 18-year-
old gunman carrying an AR-style 
semi-automatic rifle, has led to 
Democratic leaders amplifying 
their calls for greater restrictions 
on guns, while Republicans are 
emphasizing more security at 
schools.

The divide mirrors a partisan 
split that has stymied action in 
Congress and many state capitols 
over how best to respond to a re-
cord-high number of gun-related 
deaths in the U.S.

Authorities investigating the 
Tulsa shooting executed a search 
warrant at a home in Muskogee, 
about 45 miles (70 kilometers) 
southeast of Tulsa, in connection 
with the investigation, police said.

“It appears both weapons at 
one point or another were fired 
on the scene,” Dalgleish said. 
“The officers who arrived were 
hearing shots in the building, and 
that’s what led them to the second 
floor.”

Police responded to the call 
about three minutes after dis-
patchers received the report at 
4:52 p.m. and made contact with 
the gunman at 5:01 p.m., Dalgleish 
said.

“I was very happy with what 
we know so far regarding the re-
sponse of our officers,” Dalgleish 
said.

The length of time it took po-
lice officers in Uvalde to engage 
the gunman during last week’s 
deadly school shooting in Texas 
has become a key focus of that in-
vestigation. Officers waited over 
an hour to breach the classroom 
where the gunman attacked.

Tulsa Police Capt. Richard 
Meulenberg also said multiple 
people were wounded and that 
the medical complex was a “cat-
astrophic scene.”

St. Francis Health System 
locked down its campus Wednes-
day afternoon because of the 

situation at the Natalie Medical 
Building, which houses outpa-
tient clinics and other medical 
offices.

“This campus is sacred ground 
for our community,” said Tul-
sa Mayor G.T. Bynum. “For dec-
ades, this campus has been a place 
where heroes come to work every 
day to save the lives of people in 
our community.”

Bynum added: “Right now, my 
thoughts are with the victims. If 
we want to have a policy discus-
sion, that is something to be had 
in the future, but not tonight.”

Philip Tankersley, 27, was leav-
ing his father’s room at nearby 
Saint Francis Hospital around 
5 p.m., when hospital staff said 
there was an active shooter in the 
building across the street, locked 
the doors and warned them to 
stay away from the windows.

Tankersley said he and his 
mother sheltered in his father’s 
hospital room for more than an 
hour, trying to learn scraps of 
information from the TV news 
and passing nurses. He said they 
heard “code silver” and “level 1 
trauma” announced on the hospi-
tal speakers and wondered if they 
were safe in the room.

“I wasn’t particularly worried 
because the two people that I 
need to look out for were in that 
same room as me,” he said. “But it 
was definitely a ‘this is happening 
here’ moment.”
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

769,423 +775 9,151 +2 753,407 6,865

UAE 909,222 +575 2,305 892,687 14,230

Kuwait 633,225 2,555 630,034 636

Oman 389,473 4,260 384,669 544

Qatar 369,305 +256 677 366,902 1,726

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 86,146,955 1,032,410

2 India 43,165,738 524,641

3 Brazil 31,060,017 666,848

4 France 29,570,762 148,426

5 Germany 26,461,808 139,604

6 UK 22,305,893 178,749

7 Russia 18,339,776 379,285

8 S. Korea 18,129,313 24,212

9 Italy 17,457,950 166,835

10 Turkey 15,072,747 98,965

11 Spain 12,360,256 106,493

12 Vietnam 10,720,426 43,079

13 Argentina 9,230,573 128,889

14 Japan 8,872,937 30,653
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News in brief 
 u South 
Korean 
President 

Yoon Suk-yeol’s ruling party emerged 
victorious in local elections, vote counts 
showed yesterday, giving a boost to him and 
his plan to steer the economy into recovery 
after the COVID-19 pandemic. Tens of millions of 
South Koreans went to the polls on Wednesday to 
elect 17 metropolitan and provincial chiefs, as well 
as seven members of the national assembly. Yoon’s 
People Power Party (PPP) cemented its power in 

important regions in what was seen as an early test of the president who took 
office last month after winning a March election by a margin of just 0.7%.

 u Tunisia’s 
president sacked 57 
judges on Wednesday, 
accusing them of corruption and protecting 
terrorists in a purge of the judiciary that 
comes as he seeks to remake the political 
system after consolidating one-man rule. In a 
televised address President Kais Saied said he had 
“given opportunity after opportunity and warning 
after warning to the judiciary to purify itself”. 
Hours later the official gazette published a decree 
announcing the dismissals. Among those sacked was Youssef Bouzaker, the former 
head of the Supreme Judicial Council whose members Saied replaced this year as 
he moved to take control of the judiciary..

 u Canada’s military 
has accused Chinese 
warplanes of harassing 
its patrol aircraft as they 

monitor North Korea sanction evasions, 
sometimes forcing Canadian planes to 
divert from their flight paths. On several 
occasions from April 26 to May 26, aircraft 
of the People’s Liberation Army Air Force 
(PLAAF) approached a Royal Canadian Air 
Force (RCAF) CP-140 Aurora long-range 

patrol aircraft, the Canadian Armed Forces said in a statement on Wednesday.

 u Flights in Nepal will be 
cleared to fly only if there is 
favourable weather forecast 
throughout their route, according to 
new regulations announced in the 
wake of a recent crash that killed 
22 people, officials said yesterday. 
Aviation companies have raised 
concerns about how to implement 
the new regulations, citing the 
country’s limited weather forecasting 
infrastructure. Authorities say flight 
permits will now only be issued after the aircraft’s operator submits a flight plan 
with weather information for the destination and the entire route of the flight, 
according to a Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal notice issued on Tuesday.

South Korea’s ruling party cements 
presidential win with local vote success

Canada says Chinese warplanes 
harassed its patrol aircraft on 
North Korea sanctions mission

Tunisian president purges judges 
after instituting one-man rule

Nepal tightens flight rules 
after crash that killed 22

Twelve arrested after climate activists 
disrupt Queen Elizabeth’s military parade
Reuters | London

Climate change protesters 
caused a disturbance at 

a military parade in London 
at the start of celebrations for 
Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum 
Jubilee yesterday, running out 
in front of marching soldiers 
before they were arrested.

The activists ran out from 
behind barriers where tens of 
thousands of people had gath-
ered on The Mall, the grand 
boulevard that leads to Buck-

ingham Palace, and lay down 
in front of a marching band, 
television footage showed.

One of the people appeared to 
hold up a banner, before police 
dragged the protesters away. 
One of the protesters wore a 
gold crown on his head.

“Today we have made 12 
arrests for obstruction of the 
highway. This follows an inci-
dent this morning where people 
attempted to enter the ceremo-

nial route on The Mall,” police 
said on Twitter.

“Thank you to the crowd who 
showed their support by clap-
ping our officers who returned 
to their post after dealing with 
the incident swiftly.”

The Animal Rebellion group, 
which says it uses “non-violent 
civil disobedience to help the 
transition to a plant-based food 
system”, said its activists were 
involved.

Police officers detain a protester who tried to disrupt the ceremony

Afghan Taliban launch campaign to eradicate poppy crop
AP | Kabul

Afghanistan’s Taliban rul-
ers have begun a campaign 

to eradicate poppy cultivation, 
aiming to wipe out the country’s 
massive production of opium and 
heroin, even as farmers fear their 
livelihoods will be ruined at a time 
of growing poverty.

On a recent day in Washir dis-
trict in southern Helmand prov-
ince, armed Taliban fighters stood 
guard as a tractor tore up a field of 
poppies. The field’s owner stood 
nearby, watching.

The Taliban, who took power 
in Afghanistan more than nine 
months ago, issued an edict in ear-
ly April banning poppy cultivation 
throughout the country.

Those violating the ban “will 
be arrested and tried according 
to Sharia laws in relevant courts,” 
the Taliban deputy interior min-
ister for counternarcotics, Mul-
lah Abdul Haq Akhund, told The 
Associated Press in Helmand’s 
provincial capital, Lashkar Gah.

Afghanistan is the world’s big-
gest opium producer and a major 
source for heroin in Europe and 
Asia. Production spiralled over 
the past 20 years despite billions 
of dollars spent by the US trying to 
stop poppy cultivation.

But the ban will likely strike a 
heavy blow to millions of impov-
erished farmers and day laborers 
who rely on proceeds from the 
crop to survive. The ban comes 

as Afghanistan’s economy has col-
lapsed, cut off from international 

funding in the wake of the Taliban 
takeover. Most of the population 
struggles to afford food, and the 
country has been suffering under 
its worst drought in years.

Noor Mohammed, who owns 
one poppy field in Washir that 
was torn apart by Taliban trac-
tors, said his plot of land is small 
and lacks water, so he can’t sur-
vive by growing less profitable  
crops.

“If we are not allowed to cul-
tivate this crop, we will not earn 
anything,” he said of his poppies.

Day laborers can earn upwards 
of $300 a month harvesting opium 
from the poppies. Villagers often 
rely on the promise of the up-
coming poppy harvest to borrow 
money for staples such as flour, 
sugar, cooking oil and heating  
oil.

Taliban eradicate a poppy field in Washir, district of Helmand province

Media gather as Tulsa police and firefighters respond to a shooting at the Natalie 
Medical Building

This campus is 
sacred ground for our 

community. For decades, 
this campus has been a 

place where heroes come 
to work every day to save 
the lives of people in our 
community. Right now, 

my thoughts are with the 
victims. If we want to 

have a policy discussion, 
that is something to be 

had in the future, but not 
tonight

TULSA MAYOR GT BYNUM

Ukraine needs 
weapons to liberate 
Ukrainian territory 

that Russia has 
temporarily occupied. 

We are not fighting 
on Russian territory, 
we are interested in 
our sovereignty and 
territorial integrity

ANDRIY YERMAK, ZELENSKIY’S CHIEF OF 
STAFF

76
people have been killed in 
12 mass shootings in the 

US since January

Afghanistan is the 
world’s biggest opium 
producer and a major 

source for heroin in Eu-
rope and Asia. Produc-
tion spiraled over the 
past 20 years despite 

billions of dollars spent 
by the US trying to stop 

poppy cultivation

KNOW WHAT

Yemen warring parties agree to 
extend truce for two months -UN
Reuters | Riyadh

Yemen’s warring parties 
agreed to extend a UN-bro-

kered truce for two months 
under the same terms as the 
original deal that was due to 
expire today, the UN envoy to 
Yemen said.

Delegations from the Sau-
di-backed government and 
the movement are expected to 
return to the Jordanian capi-
tal Amman to continued talks, 
Yemeni official said.

The truce had seen a halt to 
major military operations in 
Yemen and cross-border at-
tacks in the seven-year war be-
tween a Saudi-led coalition and 
the Iran-aligned Houthi group, 
and helped to ease a humanitar-
ian crisis that has left millions 
hungry.

“For the past two months, 
Yemenis have experienced the 
tangible benefits of the truce,” 
United Nations Special Envoy 
for Yemen Hans Grundberg 
said in a statement.

The truce is the most signifi-
cant step in years towards end-
ing the conflict that has killed 
tens of thousands of people and 
added tensions to an already 
strained relationship between 
Riyadh and Washington.

Grundberg said it had pro-
vided “a rare glimmer of hope”.

The renewed agreement will 
allow for fuel ships to contin-
ue to dock into Houthi-held 
Hodeidah port and some com-
mercial flights from the airport 
in the capital Sanaa, which is 
controlled by the group.

There had been intense ef-
forts to salvage the deal which 
was threatened by stalled talks 
on reopening roads in disputed 
Taiz, where Houthi troops have 
imposed a siege for years.

The United Nations is also 
seeking to start broader polit-
ical discussions including on 
shoring up Yemen’s devastated 

economy, government revenues 
and public sector salaries.

The coalition intervened in 
Yemen in March 2015 against 
the Houthis after they ousted 
the internationally recognised 
government from the capital 
Sanaa.

For the past two 
months, Yemenis 

have experienced the 
tangible benefits of the 

truce
UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL ENVOY FOR YEMEN 

HANS GRUNDBERG

An airport staffer walks through the rubble of a building at Sanaa Airport

A view shows a military vehicle destroyed during Ukraine-Russia conflict in the 
town of Rubizhne in the Luhansk region

Queen Elizabeth 
used to take part in 
the parade herself 
on horseback until 

1986 - five years after 
a man had fired six 

blank shots at her as 
she rode by, managing 
to control her startled 
horse in the process. 

She was unharmed and 
the man was arrested


