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Military equipment is seen on a ship seized by Yemen’s Houthi rebels

ship showing armoured vehicles, equipment from a shuttered field
weapons and ammunition. He hospital.

added the vessel had been taken

The United Kingdom Maritime

to the Houthi-controlled port of Trade Operations (UKMTO) said

Salif, north of Hodeidah.

late on Sunday it had received re-

SPA said the vessel was carrying ports of an attack on a vessel near

Yemen’s port of Ras Isa, which
lies slightly north of Hodeidah,
and an investigation was under
way.

In an advisory issued at 2150

GMT, 0050 local time, UKMTO

- part of Britain’s Royal Navy -
advised mariners to exercise ex-
treme caution in the area.

It put the vessel’s position at
approximately 23 nautical miles
west of Ras Isa oil terminal in the

Red Sea.

The last attack near Ras Isa
was in late 2019 when the Hou-
this briefly seized a Saudi-flagged
ship and two South Korean
vessels.
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US Defence Secretary Austin tests
positive for COVID-19, symptoms mild

. HOUSE

1 coronavirus variant during a press

leave isolation, after confusion
last week over guidance that
would let people leave after five
days without symptoms.

The ¢DC had reduced the rec-
ommended isolation period for
people with asymptomatic COVID
to five days, down from 10. The
policy does not require testing to
confirm that a person is no longer
infectious before they go back to
work or socialise, causing some
experts to raise questions.

“You’re right. There has been
some concern about why we don’t
ask people at that five-day period
to get tested. That is something
that is now under consideration”,
Fauci told ABC News in a sepa-
rate interview on Sunday. “I think
we’re going to be hearing more
about that in the next day or so
from the cpC.”

ke to reduce the spread of the
 of at least 1 metre from others;
nprove ventilation; avoid poorly
ean; cough or sneeze into a hent
d when it’s their turn.

Austin is fully
vaccinated and
received a booster
in early October

® Austin is one of the
most senior members
of President Joe
Biden’s administration
to test positive

Reuters | Washington

S Defence Secretary Lloyd
UAustin said he tested positive
for coviD-19 on Sunday with
mild symptoms and would at-
tend meetings virtually as he
quarantined at home for the next
five days.

News of Austin’s positive test
comes after the Pentagon last
week tightened restrictions at
its headquarters over concern
about the highly transmissible
Omicron variant that has led to
a sharp increase in COVID-19 in-
fections throughout the world.

The military is faced with the
challenge of maintaining mili-
tary readiness for troops, often
in close quarters on ships and
planes.

Austin, who is fully vaccinated
and received a booster in ear-
ly October, said in a statement
he last met President Joe Biden
on Dec. 21, more than a week
before he started experiencing
symptoms.

“As my doctor made clear to
me, my fully vaccinated status
— and the booster I received in
early October — have rendered
the infection much more mild
than it would otherwise have
been,” Austin added.

Austin said he requested a test

earlier on Sunday after having
symptoms while at home on va-
cation. He was last at the Penta-
gon on Thursday.

Austin is one of the most sen-
ior members of President Joe
Biden’s administration to test
positive for COVID-19.

In October, Homeland Securi-
ty Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas
tested positive for the virus.

US authorities registered at
least 346,869 new coronavirus
on Saturday, according to a Reu-
ters tally. The US death toll from
COVID-19 rose by at least 377 to
828,562.

Austin said he planned to at-
tend meetings virtually when
possible and he would retain
all authorities in running the
Defense Department and over-
seeing military activities around
the world.

His deputy, Kathleen Hicks,
would represent him in some
matters, he added.

“I continue to encourage
everyone eligible for a booster
shot to get one. This remains a
readiness issue,” Austin said.

Roughly 98% of active-duty
troops have received at the cov-
ID-19 vaccine, which is now man-
datory for them.

Russia, China, Britain, US and France
say no one can win nuclear war

Reuters | Moscow

hina, Russia, Britain, the
United States and France
have agreed that a further
spread of nuclear arms and a
nuclear war should be avoided,
according to a joint statement
by the five nuclear powers
published by the Kremlin yes-
terday.
It said that the five countries
- who are the permanent mem-
bers of the United Nations Se-
curity Council - consider it
their primary responsibility to
avoid war between the nuclear
states and to reduce strategic
risks, while aiming to work
with all countries to create an
atmosphere of security.
“We declare there could be
no winners in a nuclear war, it
should never be started,” the

Russian-language version of
the statement read.

“As the use of nuclear arms
would have far-reaching con-
sequences, we also confirm
that nuclear arms - as long as
they exist - should serve defen-
sive aims, deterrence against
aggression and prevention of
war.”

France also released the
statement, underscoring that
the five powers reiterated
their determination for nu-
clear arms control and disar-
mament. They would contin-
ue bilateral and multilateral
approaches to nuclear arms
control, it said.

The statement comes amid
increased geopolitical tensions
between Moscow and Western
nation.

Bolsonaro rushed to hospital
with probable intestinal blockage

Agencies

B razilian President Jair Bol-
sonaro was rushed to hos-
pital early yesterday morning
for treatment of a probable
intestinal obstruction, local
media reported.

Bolsonaro, 66, who has been
in power since 2019, was taken
to Vila Nova Star hospital in
Sao Paulo.

TV Globo showed images of
him disembarking from the
presidential plane on foot with
his entourage.

Doctor Antonio Luiz Mace-
do, who has operated on Bol-

sonaro on other occasions, told
news site UOL that the pres-
ident would undergo several
tests to examine his abdomen.

In July, Bolsonaro spent four
days receiving treatment for an
intestinal obstruction.

Since a knife attack that tar-
geted him during a 2018 elec-
tion campaign, in which he
was stabbed in the stomach,
he has undergone abdominal
surgery at least four times.

About a month before he
was elected president, Bolson-
aro was stabbed at a campaign
rally by a man who was found
to be psychologically unfit for
trial
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Conspiracy theories,
rumors and lies

continue to spread at a
troubling speed amid
the pandemic. We can
all do our part to stop
the spread of misinfor-
mation: #PledgeToPause
and take time to verify
facts before you share
something online.
@antonioguterres

ith His Excellency
the Prime Minister
of Yemen at the Yemen
Pavilion at Expo 2020
Dubai... When we talk
about the depth of his-
tory and civilization, we
talk about Yemen... And
when we talk about the
nobility of morals and
values of honor, honesty,
pride and brotherhood,
we talk about the people
of Yemen.
@HHShkMohd
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Get Boosted Now to
protect yourself and
your loved ones - it’s the
easiest New Year’s reso-
lution you can make.
@BorisJohnson

et’s make the roaring
20’s happen!
@elonmusk
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