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US Congress proclaims the Declara-
tion of Independence and inde-
pendence from Great Britain

James Hutton, geologist, publicly reads an 
abstract of his theory of uniformitarianism 

for the first time at the meeting of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh

The Louisiana Purchase is an-
nounced to the American people 
by President Thomas Jefferson

North Korea tests first successful 
intercontinental ballistic missile 

into Sea of Japan
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The European #Gaza 
Hospita l  i s  now 

completely empty -- all 
320 patients and all the 
medical personnel have 
evacuated, following 
the evacuation orders 
in Khan Younis, in close 
proximity to the hospital. 

@DrTedros

Each of us is equal be-
fore the law. No one 

is above it – not even a 
president. With today’s 
Supreme Court decision 
on Presidential immunity, 
there are now virtually no 
limits on what a president 
can do. That is a new, dan-
gerous precedent.

@POTUS

Secretaries of State 
Madeleine Albright 

and Colin Powell were 
trailblazers. Their legacy 
continues to guide me, the 
Department they led, and 
so many others around 
the world. Alongside their 
families, we are proud to 
dedicate two rooms in 
the State Department to 
them.

@SecBlinken

I thank Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev, President 

of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan, for his warm 
welcome to his country. 
During our meeting, we 
discussed the world’s 
most dramatic conflicts, 
the regional situation 
in Central Asia, and the 
strong collaboration be-
tween the @UN  and Ka-
zakhstan

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u South Africa’s new 
unity government under President 
Cyril Ramaphosa was sworn in on 
Wednesday, the first of its kind in 
the country after 30 years of rule by 
the ANC. Ahead of the 32 ministers 
-- from six parties -- making up the 
cabinet, Paul Mashatile, who has 
been re-appointed deputy president, 
was the first to take the oath during the 
televised ceremony in Cape Town. On 
Sunday, Ramaphosa, 71, unveiled his highly 
anticipated coalition government, which 
includes the leader of the former main 
opposition party and sees the number of 
ministries rise from 30 to 32. There are also 43 deputy ministers. His African 
National Congress (ANC), which has governed since the advent of democracy in 
1994, sought to form a government of national unity after losing its outright 
parliamentary majority in May 29 elections. The historied party, which won just 
over 40 percent in the poll, keeps 20 cabinet positions, including foreign affairs, 
finance, defence, justice and police.

u Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei called Wednesday for voters to 
participate in Friday’s presidential ballot, saying 
that historically low first-round turnout was not 
an act “against the system”. Reformist candidate 
Masoud Pezeshkian and ultraconservative Saeed 
Jalili will face off after leading the pack in the first 

round last week, in an election cycle brought forward by the death of president 
Ebrahim Raisi in a May helicopter crash. Only 40 percent of Iran’s 61 million 
eligible voters cast their ballots in the first round, representing the lowest turnout 
in any presidential election since the 1979 Islamic Revolution. Khamenei, in a 
video published by state TV, said it was “completely wrong to think that those 
who did not vote in the first round are against the 
system”.

u Egyptian President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi swore in a new government on Wednesday, 
just months after starting his third six-year term. The 
30-member cabinet, led by Prime Minister Moustafa 
Madbouly, includes a new finance minister and fresh 
faces at the foreign and defence ministries. Four 
women are among the new ministers, sworn in during 
a ceremony broadcast live on state television. Ahmed 
Kouchouk, a former deputy finance minister, now 
heads the finance ministry, tasked with managing Egypt’s struggle against the 
economic crisis and dire foreign currency shortages.

Iran’s Khamenei 
urges turnout after 
voters shun first 
presidential round

Egypt new 
government sworn in

S.Africa 
inaugurates 
unprecedented unity 

government

The United Nations says 
plastics account for 85 per-
cent of all marine trash.

KNOW WHAT

Labour predicted to eject Tories in UK election
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Britain’s political leaders 
made a final push for votes 
yesterday on the last day of 

an election campaign expected to 
return a Labour government after 
14 years of Conservative rule.

Ex-premier Boris Johnson 
staged an 11th-hour 

rallying call for the 
flagging Tories but 
an ally of Prime 
M i n i st e r  R i s h i 
Sunak conceded 
their party was 

staring at an 
“extraor-

d i n a r y 
l a n d -
s l i d e ” 
defeat.

Vo t-
e r s 
w i l l 
c a s t 
b a l -
l o t s 
from 
7 : 0 0 
a m 

(0600 GMT) today, with polls pre-
dicting that Labour will win its 
first general election since 2005 
-- making its leader Keir Starmer 
prime minister.

That outcome would see Brit-
ain swing leftwards back to the 
centre ground after almost a dec-
ade and a half of right-wing Con-
servative governments.

Starmer was criss-crossing the 
UK on Wednesday with visits in 
England, Scotland and Wales in 
a bid to shore up Labour support 
and warn against complacency in 
the campaign’s final hours.

“If you want change, you have 
to vote for it,” the 61-year-old told 
reporters, adding that he was “not 
taking anything for granted”.

The Tories have been going all 
out to play upon people’s fears, 
warning of tax rises and weaker 
national security if they are vot-
ed out, in what Labour sees as a 
desperate last stand to cling on 
to power.

They have also increasingly 
urged voters in recent weeks to 

stop the prospect of Labour win-
ning a “supermajority” -- a claim 
Labour fears is intended to hit 
turnout.

Work and Pensions Secretary 
Mel Stride, one of Sunak’s closest 
allies, said Wednesday the elec-
torate would “regret” handing 
Labour “untrammelled” power 
without an effective Tory oppo-
sition.

Bigger than Blair?
“If you look at the polls, it is 

pretty clear that Labour at this 
stage are heading for an extraor-
dinary landslide on a scale that 
has probably never, ever been 
seen in this country before,” he 
told right-wing broadcaster GB 
News.

Labour has enjoyed a consistent 
20-point lead in the polls over the 
past two years with many voters 
dissatisfied at the Conservatives’ 
handling of a range of issues in-
cluding the cost of living, public 
services, immigration and the 
economy.

But Johnson -- ousted by his 
own colleagues, including Sunak, 
in 2022 after a string of scandals, 
and who has been notably absent 
from the campaign -- urged sup-
porters not to see the result as a 
“foregone conclusion”.

The Brexit stalwart told a rally 
late Tuesday that Starmer would 
try to “usher in the most left-wing 
Labour government” since World 
War II.

Earlier, Survation pollsters pre-
dicted Labour was on track to win 
more than the 418 seats it won 
when Tony Blair ended 18 years 
of Conservative rule in 1997.

Labour requires at least 326 
seats to secure a majority.

“There is more chance of light-
ning striking twice in the same 
place... than Rishi Sunak remain-
ing as prime minister,” Britain’s 
pre-eminent political polling ex-
pert John Curtice said this week.

Attention in the British me-
dia is turning to what a Starm-
er government would look like 
when the results for the 650-seat 

parliament start dropping from 
about 2230 GMT on Thursday into 
Friday morning.

Thursday’s vote is Britain’s 
first July election since 1945, 
when Labour under Clement At-
tlee defeated the Conservatives 
of World War II leader Winston 

Churchill, ushering in a peri-
od of transformational social  
change.

Attlee’s government created the 
modern welfare state, including 
the National Health Service, Brit-
ain’s most cherished institution 
after the royal family.

Britain’s Prime Minister and Conservative Party leader Rishi Sunak delivers a speech at the National Army Museum in London

Britain’s Prime Minister 
and Conservative 
Party leader Rishi 
Sunak purchases 
McDonald’s breakfast 
from a Beaconsfield 
service station in 
Buckinghamshire

Source: UK Parliament, as at dissolution of parliament on May 30
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Most patients have fled 
European Gaza Hospital: WHO
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Almost all the patients in 
the European Gaza Hospi-

tal and the Red Cross field hos-
pital decided to flee following 
Israeli military evacuation or-
ders for the surrounding area 
in southern Gaza, the WHO 
said Wednesday.

On Monday, 270 patients 
reportedly self-evacuated 
along with medical staff, and 
on Tuesday, the Gaza health 
ministry evacuated more pa-
tients, the World Health Or-

ganization said.
"Now only three patients 

remain at the European Gaza 
Hospital and three at the ICRC 
field hospital. Most patients 
have been referred to Nasser 
Medical Complex," the WHO 
said, citing figures from Tues-
day. The Israeli army on Mon-
day ordered the evacuation for 
most areas east of Khan Yunis 
and Rafah along the Egyptian 
border. It did not explicitly 
announce a military operation, 
but such orders have typically 
preceded major offensives.

China leading surge 
in generative AI 
patents: UN
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The number of inter-
national patent filings 

for innovations using cut-
ting-edge generative artifi-
cial intelligence have surged 
eightfold in six years, the 
UN said Wednesday, the 
majority from China-based 
innovators.

A total of 54,000 patents 
were filed for generative AI 
innovations in the decade 
leading to 2023, the United 
Nations' World Intellectual 
Property Organization said 
in a fresh report.

A full 25 percent of those 
were filed in the last year 
alone, WIPO said.

So-called GenAI, in 
which trained comput-
er programmes cre-
ate everything from 
text and videos to 
music and comput-
er code in seconds 
on simple prompts, 
"has emerged as a 
game - changing 
technology", said 
WIPO chief Daren 
Tang.

GenAI patents 
still only repre-
sent six per-
cent of all AI 
patents glob-
ally, but the 
n u m b e r 
of filings 
is rising 
fast.

W I P O 
highlighted 
that GenAI patents had in-
creased eightfold since 2017, 
when the deep neural net-
work architecture behind 
large language models that 
have become synonymous 
with AI was first introduced.

Woman found dead swallowed by 
python in Indonesia
Makassar, Indonesia

A woman was found dead 
inside the belly of a snake 

after it swallowed her whole 
in central Indonesia, police 
said Wednesday, the second 
python killing in the province 
in a month.

Siriati, 36, had gone missing 
after she left her house Tues-
day morning to buy medicine 
for her sick child, police said, 
prompting relatives to launch 
a search.

Her husband Adiansa, 30, 
found her slippers and pants 

on the ground about 500 me-
tres (yards) from their house in 
Siteba village, South Sulawesi 
province.

“Shortly after that, he spot-
ted a snake, about 10 metres 
from the path. The snake was 
still alive,” local police chief 
Idul, who like many Indone-
sians has one name, told AFP.

Village secretary Iyang told 
AFP that Adiansa became sus-
picious after he noticed the 
python’s “very large” belly. He 
called the villagers to help cut 
open its stomach, where they 
found her body.

Dubai rowers to brave Arctic to highlight plastics pollution
AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emirates

At an indoor pool in Dubai, 
three rowers battle artificial 

rain and simulated waves as they 
train for an Arctic voyage intend-
ed to highlight the perils of ma-
rine pollution.

Their quest will take the team 
from one extreme to the next.

Home base is the United Arab 
Emirates, notorious for its swel-
tering heat, especially in summer.

And their destination is one of 
the world’s coldest regions -- al-
though because of climate change 
it is warming three times faster 
than the global average.

For leader Toby Gregory, it is a 
chance to sound the alarm about 
the scourge of plastic waste in the 
world’s oceans, a mission he took 
on after a 2023 Atlantic Ocean 
rowing trip during which he saw 
“a lot more plastic than I ever 
imagined”.

Last year Gregory founded 
The Plastic Pledge, which tries 
to educate students about plastic 
disposal.

 ‘Arctic Challenge’
The “Arctic Challenge” will see 

46-year-old Gregory, his fellow 

Briton Andrew Savill, 39, and 
30-year-old Irishwoman Orlagh 
Dempsey embark late this month 
on a 1,500-kilometre voyage.

They will set off from the city 
Tromso in northern Norway and 
head for Longyearbyen, capital 
of the Norwegian archipelago of 
Svalbard.

They plan to row for roughly 
three weeks aboard an eight-me-
tre (26-foot) boat flying the UAE 
flag, and with no sail or engine.

During a recent session at Dy-
namic Advanced Training, a cen-
tre that focuses on aviation, they 

tried to board a vessel in choppy 
waves as artificial rain, thunder 
and lightning produced storm-
like conditions.

But with temperatures in Dubai 
these days topping 40 degrees 
Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit), 
Arctic weather has become “very 
hard to replicate”, Savill said.

Once at sea in the Arctic, the 
mercury is expected to hover be-
tween zero and 10 degrees Celsi-
us, Savill said, so to prepare they 
hope to take advantage of what-
ever climate-controlled spaces 
they can find.

One option is Ski Dubai, an in-
door resort where temperatures 
drop to minus 2 degrees Celsius 
(28.4 degrees Fahrenheit).

“Hopefully we can get in there 
and do a little bit of training for 
a few hours. Just to give us the 
real kind of cold temperature,” 
Savill said.

Dempsey is counting on her 
chilly Irish upbringing to see her 
through.

“I had the first 20 years of my 
life in cold conditions,” she said 
with a laugh.

“I think it’s just something that 
mentally and physically we’ll 
adapt to when we get there, and I 
don’t think it’s going to be a prob-
lem for any of us.”

Members of the The Arctic Challenge Expedition Team rowers based in the UAE 
practice in simulated circumstances at an aviation training center in Dubai

Putin arrives in 
Kazakhstan for 
Shanghai alliance 
summit

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Ru s s i a n  P r e s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin has ar-

rived in Kazakhstan, the 
Kremlin said yesterday, 
where he will attend a 
meeting of Shanghai alli-
ance nations in the capital 
Astana.

The nine-member Shang-
hai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO), which encom-
passes a vast stretch of the 
globe from Moscow to Bei-
jing, includes around half 
the world's population.

Its permanent members 
are this year's host Kazakh-
stan, India, China, Kyr-
gyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and, 
as of last year, Iran.

Putin meets with Turkey’s 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan

240,000 people evacuated in China 
rainstorms
AFP | Beijing, China

Nearly a quarter of a million 
people were evacuated in 

eastern China as rainstorms 
lashed swathes of the country 
and caused the Yangtze and 
other rivers to swell, state me-
dia reported Wednesday.

China has been enduring ex-
treme weather conditions in 
recent months, from torrential 
rainfall to searing heat waves.

The country is the leading 
emitter of greenhouse gas-
es, which scientists say drive 

climate change and make ex-
treme weather events more 
frequent and intense.

State news agency Xinhua 
said the storms had affected 
991,000 residents in Anhui 
province and forced the evac-
uation of 242,000 people by 
Tuesday afternoon.

“As of 4 pm Tuesday, rain-
storms had wreaked havoc in 
36 counties and districts in 
seven prefecture-level cities 
in Anhui,” Xinhua reported, 
citing the provincial emergen-
cy-management department.

Judge postpones Trump’s New York 
sentencing to September 18
AFP | New York, United States

A judge postponed Tues-
day Donald Trump's sen-

tencing for covering up hush 
money payments until Sep-
tember 18, the first fallout of 
a Supreme Court ruling on 
presidential immunity, push-
ing it to after the Republican 
convention.

The United States' top court 
ruled Monday that Trump 
enjoys some immunity from 

prosecution as a former pres-
ident, a decision also set to 
delay his trial for conspiring 
to overturn the 2020 election.

Hours after the ruling was 
announced, Trump's legal 
team said in a letter to the New 
York court that the immuni-
ty ruling vindicated Trump's 
position that he should not be 
judged for his "official acts," 
and reiterated his call for the 
conviction to be set aside.

Labour set to surpass 1997 
landslide in election: poll
London, United Kingdom

The UK Labour party is 99 per-
cent “certain” to secure more 

seats in Thursday’s general elec-
tion than when it won a landslide 
victory in 1997, a major new poll 
said on Tuesday.

The centre-left opposition par-
ty -- out of power since 2010 -- is 
predicted to claim 484 out of a 
total of 650 seats in what would 
be an unprecedented victory in 
modern British history, pollster 
Survation said.

Meanwhile, the right-wing 
ruling Conservatives and the 
centrist Liberal Democrats (Lib 
Dems) are in a close race to come 
a distant second and form the 
country’s official opposition, it 
added.

The prediction is the latest in 
a series of so-called MRP polls 
-- which use large national sam-
ples to forecast results for every 
UK constituency -- that estimate 
Labour will win emphatically on 
July 4.

Hezbollah says Israeli strike 
kills senior commander
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

Hezbollah said an Israeli 
strike yesterday killed a 

senior commander from the 
group in south Lebanon, the 
Iran-backed movement's sec-
ond such casualty in recent 
weeks.

Hezbollah has traded near 
daily cross-border fire with 
the Israeli army since its Pal-
estinian ally Hamas attacked 
southern Israel on October 7, 
triggering war in Gaza.

"A Hezbollah commander 
responsible for one of three 
sectors in south Lebanon was 
killed" in an "Israeli strike on a 

car in Tyre", a source told AFP, 
requesting anonymity as they 
were not authorised to speak 
to the media.

Hezbollah said later in a 
statement that "commander 
Mohammed Naameh Nass-
er", also known as "Hajj Abu 
Naameh" had been killed, 
while another source close 
to the group confirmed he 
was killed in the strike in  
Tyre.

That source, also request-
ing anonymity, said he was 
the third senior Hezbol-
lah commander to be killed 
in almost nine months of  
hostilities.

World's oldest artwork 
discovered in Indonesian cave
AFP | Paris, France

It may not look like much -- 
just a flaking image of three 

people around a big red pig.
But the humble cave paint-

ing discovered in Indonesia 
is the oldest known narrative 
artwork ever made by human 
hands, dating back more than 
51,000 years, new research 
said on Wednesday.

"This is the oldest evidence 
of storytelling," Maxime Au-
bert, an archaeologist at Aus-
tralia's Griffith University, told 
AFP.

Aubert was part of the team 
that identified the previous re-
cord holder in 2019, a hunting 
scene found in a nearby Indo-
nesian cave then estimated to 
be nearly 44,000 years old.

The latest discovery, which 
was dated using a new laser 
technique, marks "the first 
time we've passed the 50,000-
year barrier," said Aubert, a 
co-author of a new study in 
Nature describing the find.

That early humans were able 
to tell such a "sophisticated" 
story through art could rewrite 
our understanding of human 
cognitive evolution, he added.

"Our discovery suggests that 
storytelling was a much older 
part of human history... than 
previously thought," study 
co-author archaeologist Adam 
Brumm told a press confer-
ence.

For the discovery, the re-
searchers used a new method 
that uses lasers and computer 
software to create a "map" of 
rock samples.

This laser ablation tech-
nique is more precise, easier, 
quicker, cheaper, and requires 
much smaller rock samples 
than the previous uranium se-
ries method, Aubert said.

The team first tested the 
new technique on the previous 
record holder.

It determined that the hunt-
ing scene was actually at least 
48,000 years old -- 4,000 years 
older than the uranium series 
method determined in 2019.

The team then tried the laser 
method out on a previously un-
dated painting first spotted in 
a cave on Indonesia's Sulawesi 
island in 2017.

It was found to to be least 
51,200 years old, smashing the 
previous record.

The painting, which is in 
poor condition, shows three 
people around a wild pig.

"We don't know exactly 
what they're doing," Aubert 
admitted.

He speculated that the 
paintings were likely made by 
the first group of humans who 
moved through Southeast Asia 
before arriving in Australia 
around 65,000 years ago.

"It's probably just a matter 
of time before we find samples 
that are older," Aubert added.

Nepal PM loses majority
Kathmandu, Nepal

Embattled Nepali Prime 
Minister Pushpa Kamal 

Dahal lost his government’s 
majority yesterday after his 
key coalition partner with-
drew support,  triggering 
fresh political uncertain-
ty in Kathmandu’s volatile  
parliament.

D a h a l  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o 
face a vote of confidence 
in parliament within 30  
days.

Dahal, a 69-year-old ex-Mao-
ist guerrilla better known by 
his nom de guerre Prachanda, 
or “the fierce one”, has held 
the prime minister’s position 
since December 2022 through 
fragile alliances.

Canada names first woman to lead military
Ottawa, Canada

Canada’s prime minister 
announced Wednesday 

the appointment of Lieuten-
ant-General Jennie Carignan 
as the first woman to lead the 
G7 and NATO member nation’s 
military.

A highly decorated soldier 
and mother of four children, 
two of whom serve in the Ca-
nadian Armed Forces, Carig-
nan will be promoted to the 
rank of general and take over 
from retiring General Wayne 
Eyre as chief of the Defense 
Staff at a ceremony on July 18.


