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Mostafa Nada aims to 
dominate PFL fight

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

Saudi MMA fighter Mostafa 
Rashed Nada is set to im-
press his fans during the 

PFL MENA’s debut season on 
July 12 in Riyadh.

Nada spoke about the add-
ed pressure of performing in 
front of his home crowd, saying, 
“People may think competing 
in your own country is easy. 
But actually, I feel less pressure 
when I fight abroad”.

On a 4-fight win streak, Nada 
will face Algerian fighter Ab-
del Rahmane Driai. Training 
twice a day at his Jeddah club, 
Al Mokatil, Nada focuses on 
preparation and faith.

“I train hard and depend on 
God. This is my opportunity to 
show the world what I’ve got,” 
he said.

PFL MENA 2 in Riyadh is part 
of a series that brings top fight-

ers in the region together in 
hopes of changing perceptions 
of MMA in Saudi Arabia.

“People in the Kingdom see 
MMA differently now. The sport 
has become more profession-
al.”, Nada explained.

Nada hopes MMA will be inte-
grated into school curriculums. 
With over 20 years of expe-
rience and his own academy, 
he aims to inspire young fight-
ers to focus on their goals and 

never give up. “Combat sports 
changes a child’s personality 
completely. It gives him con-
fidence and discipline”, Nada 
said.

“My advice to young fighters 
is to always focus on their goals 
and keep going. Never give up 
on your dreams; no matter how 
many times you fail, you must 
get up. I failed multiple times 
and I still got up and pursued 
my dreams”, said Nada.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Carlos Alcaraz raced into 
the Wimbledon third 
round on Wednesday 

as Japanese superstar Naomi 
Osaka was demolished on her 
return to Centre Court after a 
five-year absence.

Alcaraz defeated Australia’s 
world number 69 Aleksandar 
Vukic 7-6 (7/5), 6-2, 6-2 on the 
back of 42 winners.

The third-seeded Spaniard’s 
only moments of concern came 
in the first set when he let slip a 
5-2 lead and found himself 5-6 
down with Vukic serving for 
the opener.

However, the three-time ma-
jor winner steadied the ship to 
race away to victory against a 
player who got the better of 
him in qualifying at the 2020 
French Open.

Alcaraz next faces fellow 
crowd-pleaser Frances Tiafoe, 
the American player he defeat-
ed in five sets in the semi-finals 
of the 2022 US Open on his way 
to his first Grand Slam triumph.

“I’m going for him,” said Al-
caraz, who is bidding to become 
just the sixth man after Rod La-
ver, Bjorn Borg, Roger Federer, 
Rafael Nadal and Novak Djok-
ovic to win the French Open 
and Wimbledon titles back to 
back.

“I’m ready to play a really 
high level of tennis and hope-
fully take him.”

Tiafoe made the third round 
by seeing off Borna Coric in 
straight sets.

Four-time major winner Osa-
ka, playing on Centre Court 

for the first time since 2019, 
went down 6-4, 6-1 to Ameri-
ca’s Emma Navarro in just 59 
minutes.

The 26-year-old former 
world number one is now 
ranked at 113 having only re-
turned to the tour in January 
after giving birth to daughter 
Shai last year.

 ‘Love and hate’
Eccentric Fabio Fognini 

of Italy needed a clutch of 
match points to knock out 
eighth-seeded Casper Ruud 
6-4, 7-5, 6-7 (1/7), 6-3.

The 37-year-old Fognini, 
sporting bleach-blond hair, 
twice served for the match from 
5-2 up in the third set before 
sealing victory over the three-
time Grand Slam runner-up in 
the fourth set.

“It just shows why I love and 
hate this sport,” said Fognini.

Daniil Medvedev, the 2021 
US Open champion, came back 
from dropping the first set and 
facing two set points in the sec-
ond to see off Alexandre Muller 
of France 6-7 (3/7), 7-6 (7/4), 
6-4, 7-5.

Tomas Machac, who had 
been scheduled to face Andy 
Murray  before the two-time 
champion withdrew, came back 
from 0-5 down in the final set to 
beat lucky loser David Goffin in 
a tie-break.

World number two and US 
Open champion Coco Gauff 
cruised into the third round 
with a 6-2, 6-1 win over Roma-
nian qualifier Anca Todoni.

“I’m happy with the way I 

played, could have been clean-
er on some points,” said Gauff, 
who broke her 19-year-old op-
ponent five times.

The American, who made her 
career breakthrough at Wim-
bledon as a 15-year-old qualifier 
in 2019, goes on to face Brit-
ish qualifier Sonay Kartal, the 
world number 298.

 All-Italian fight
World number one Jan-

nik Sinner, who reached the 
semi-finals last year, is in 
evening action against Italian 
compatriot and former run-
ner-up Matteo Berrettini.

Italian men’s tennis has rare-
ly been stronger, with the coun-
try boasting five players in the 
top 50 while the nation swept 
to Davis Cup glory last season.

Ten Italian men started the 
singles tournament this year at 
Wimbledon.

Sinner was the first Italian 
man to capture a Grand Slam 
title with his victory at the Aus-
tralian Open in January and was 
also the first from his country to 
become world number one.

Berrettini can boast his own 
breakthrough Italian moment 
when he was the first to make a 
Wimbledon men’s final in 2021.

It could be a memorable day 
for Chinese tennis with teen-
ager Shang Juncheng taking on 
10th-seeded Grigor Dimitrov 
and 32nd seed Zhang Zhizhen 
facing Germany’s Jan-Lennard 
Struff.

Until Monday, no Chinese 
man had won a match at Wim-
bledon in the Open era.

Alcaraz 
moves on at 
Wimbledon 

as Osaka 
slumps on 

Centre Court 
return

Spain’s Carlos AlcarazJapan’s Naomi Osaka

BRANDYS W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39394139 or BRANDYS.WLL@
GMAIL.COM
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURIERX.
COM
MIRZA SHAHBAZ CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35611842 or MRIZA-
DXB2@GMAIL.COM
SAEEDA ISA CARGO HANDLING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33051349 or SAEE-
DAISABH@GMAIL.COM
HASNAIN110 MANAGEMENT CONSULTAN-
CY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37454042 or HASNAINMALIK254@
GMAIL.COM
KAMAAR SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38294099 or 
MJ8646639@GMAIL.COM
KHALED THANI H. MOHAMED / KAIR BUTHANI 
- 15209 has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SEAMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39695963 or MARYAM-MURAD@HOT-
MAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39470985 or 
yousif@aanass.net
MUHAMMAD ASIF PUBLIC RELATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PUBLIC RE-
LATIONS CLERK, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36375589 or ASIFPEHALWAN58@
GMAIL.COM
IFRAHIM HEALTHY BURGER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36097789 
or IFRAHIMYOUSAF854@GMAIL.COM
SHINE LIFE SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33639582 or AL-
EEMASGHAR577@HOTMAIL.COM
S R R S SERVICES  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33330237 or SUL.BH.PK@
GMAIL.COM
FAHAD ABDULRAHMAN CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 37433737 
or khalifafarhanbh@gmail.com
JASMI'S CORPORATION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17588787 
or lmra@jasmis.com
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17369993 or 
ABDULLA@KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
RIO CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17340405 or 
ok101010@gmail.com
ABU ZAYED FOR CURTAIN & ARAB SITTING 
TAILORING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33222263 or omaraljahmi@gmail.com
BASMAH SERVICES has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33900911 or SULTANA-
HOMECO@GMAIL.COM
KATANA BEACH JAPANESE CUISINE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SERVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38080801 or 
INFO@KATANATORII.COM
POULLAIDES CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of MA-
SON, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39093137 or PCCBAH@BATELCO.COM.BH
Golden Motor Mobile has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32216565 or golden.
internet786@gmail.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17268111 or ebra-
him@macbh.com
Sunrise Marketing & Promotion Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36878445 or HKBCLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN TRUCK RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SANDWICHES MAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17622757 or ISAJANAHI1936@GMAIL.COM
A.AHMED NASS CONTRACTING CO. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17268111 or ebra-
him@macbh.com
BREEZEE SECRET SANDWICHES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33189963 or 
NASSERBREEZEE@GMAIL.COM
ALMAJALIS ALSHARQIYA BANQUETS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suit-

ably qualified applicants can contact 39401478 
or NOORA_ALTHAWADI@HOTMAIL.COM
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SANDBLASTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QAS-
SIM@HERTEL.COM
M I CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66600200 or M.I.75@
HOTMAIL.COM
SAHARA MOTOR GARAGE - Bahraini PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33490411 or Rajaarif9123@
GMAIL.COM
CHICKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35114403 or DPASIF@LIVE.COM
Spanish Pools & Trading Co WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 66341342 or SPAN-
IAPOOLS@GMAIL.COM
AHMED ALEANAZI FURNITURE COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33639941 or ALSQAFMSHTAQ@
GMAIL.COM
Mohammed AL Shughul Cleaning Houses has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33332411 or mohmda2010@gmail.com
WISHBONE CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36616510 or 
RAHMANKHALEEL64@YAHOO.COM
Surya Furnitures has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36008676 or FARHANJAVED920@
GMAIL.COM
KARAVALI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(FISH CUT-
TING), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33711488 or FAYAZ@SMARTPACKTRADING.
COM
SKYZONE REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33477665 or 
IBRAHIMKHALIL3645@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN ERA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38843999 or GOLDEN-
ERA.S.BH@GMAIL.COM
Pisgah Cleaning Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33797932 or 
GEORGE2099@GMAIL.COM
UNIVERSAL ALUMINIUM CO. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39939885 or hrd@arcal.biz
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39871069 or ADEL.JAB-
BER@WPHOME.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of GUARD 
(ESTABLISHMENT SECURITY), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17732252 or gm@sitra-
factory.com
FLORIDA GULF CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33323995 or hr@
jaradahfish.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17749697 or secure.
me@live.com
Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LIFEGUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66316666 or mannai.
hr@mannaitrading.com
LASHEEN JEWELLERY CO W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66643747 or 
DOCZMANAMA123@GMAIL.COM
SUPER WELDING & ALUMINUM WORK SHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33886033 or SUPERWASPC@GMAIL.
COM
Al MB steel fabrication & trading W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36432427 
or SALES@ALMBSTEELTECH.COM
ADEEL SHAHZAD CONSULTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MARKETING SPE-
CIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36212575 or ADEELROSES@YAHOO.COM
KHALIFA MOHAMED KHALIFA FARHAN CAR-
GO HANDLING has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37433737 or WADISHAWWAL@
GMAIL.COM
SHAHAN SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 

the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33514410 or RIYAN-
CARGO99@GMAIL.COM
MOON WATER CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36323466 or 
CHAINAPUNJABI2013@GMAIL.COM
ALZAKI CONSTRACTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36327221 or VS_
KUMAR1971@YAHOO.COM
KHABAZ ALQARYA has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39770001 or SAJIDAH.
ALDORAZI95@GMAIL.COM
Water Color Interiors (Middle East) W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13699000 or INFO@WATERCOLORME.COM
PROFESSIONAL THAI MASSAGE has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33929627 or 
YAQOOBI82164@GMAIL.COM
PAK RAVI CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39245209 or CARE-
POINT67@GMAIL.COM
BRAZIL STUDIO SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66366303 or 
BRAZILSTUDIOSALON@GMAIL.COM
AVH INTERIORS CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33224643 or SHYFIN-
BH@GMAIL.COM
THE ADVISOR FOR TAILORING AND MENS 
SUPPLIES has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39877710 or ALMUSTASHARTAILORING@
GMAIL.COM
COOK & DELIVER RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36077630 or AZASUPERMARKET@GMAIL.
COM
IZHAAN AIR CONDITIONERS & REFRIGER-
ATORS REPAIR WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34590744 or 
SY.ATIF01@GMAIL.COM
MANAMA ROAD CONTRACTING COMPANY- 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33247319 or 
MUHAMMEDSHAH338@GMAIL.COM
HIGH RISE PROPERTY MANAGEMENT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 66661161 
or MOOHD86@HOTMAIL.COM
SANAR LINE CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39800088 or SANARL-
INEMFP@GMAIL.COM
Grow interior decoration Company W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 33770987 
or hayaatumar70@gmail.com
444 CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17811323 or MNASIR5659@
GMAIL.COM
NASIR BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39609881 or MNASIR5659@
GMAIL.COM
SEPCOIII BAHRAIN CONSTRUCTION COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66331128 or fatima@sepco3.com
CHOCOMELT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36843013 or TARIQ.SHARIF@RITZ-
CARLTON.COM
BEST LINE LOGISTICS CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17490771 or 
HAJA@BESTLINELOGISTICS.COM
ALMAEDA LINE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17874995 or ABU-
HANAN889@GMAIL.COM
ANTIBES SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66900066 or faisal.antibes@
gmail.com
BEYON CONNECT COMPANY B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAD / 
CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT / DEIVISION, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17885503 or 
beyon.hr@beyon.com
7572 CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33625570 or ALDHA-
WI_TRADING@YAHOO.COM
HICARE MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17200021 
or AALMOOSA_1405@HOTMAIL.COM
GREEN TECH W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MARKETING SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33388357 or 
ALAA_GOMAA2010@HOTMAIL.COM
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17732252 or gm@sitra-
factory.com
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The winner of Friday’s 
tie will face either 

Portugal or France, 
both former European 
champions and teams 
packed with players 
from the continent’s 
biggest clubs, in the 

semi-finals.

KNOW

BETTER

Get ready for blockbuster
Showdowns, young guns and own goals as Euro 2024 heads into quarter-finals

AFP | Stuttgart, Germany

Euro 2024's quarter-finals 
kick-off on Friday with 
a blockbuster match 

between hosts Germany and 
Spain as the tournament heads 
towards its decisive final week.

Here let us looks at the state 
of play with some of the Euro's 
heavy hitters facing off in the 
least eight:

Big boys clash
Germany's clash with Spain in 

Stuttgart pits the Euros' two best 
performing sides against one 
another at least one round ear-
lier than fans would have liked, 
due to an unbalanced knockout 
bracket which has four serious 
candidates for overall victory 

on one side.
The winner of Friday's tie will 

face either Portugal or France, 
both former European champi-
ons and teams packed with play-
ers from the continent's biggest 
clubs, in the semi-finals.

Meanwhile England face Swit-
zerland on Saturday after having 
scraped past Slovakia -- ranked 
45th in the world -- in the last 
16 and find themselves in the 
last eight having played way be-
low expectations in each of their 
four matches.

Big name flops
The Euros has brought togeth-

er some of the best footballers 
on the planet but none of the 
biggest stars have shone so far 
as the big teams -- Spain and 

Germany apart -- have mostly 
been below-par.

Cristiano Ronaldo looks like 
he's gone one tournament too 
far while Kylian Mbappe has 
just a group stage penalty to his 
name and is a long way from the 
phenomenal form which won 
him the golden boot at the last 
World Cup.

England pair Jude Bellingham 
and Harry Kane, respectively 
La Liga player of the year and 
the Bundesliga top scorer, have 
played way below expectations 
despite scoring all four of Eng-
land's goals.

Young guns & ageing icons
Records have fallen in Ger-

many at both ends of the age 
spectrum. Spain winger Lamine 

Yamal, 16, is dazzling in Germa-
ny having become the youngest 
player ever to feature at a Eu-
ropean Championship. Should 
he strike in the quarter-finals 
or beyond, he will become the 
youngest scorer in the tourna-
ment's history.

By contrast Croatia's Luka 
Modric set a new record for the 
oldest at 38 by netting against 
Italy and Portugal duo Ronaldo, 
39, and Pepe, 41, could yet sur-
pass the Real Madrid midfield 
maestro.

Pepe is now the oldest-ever 
Euros player and Portugal are 
among 12 of the 24 teams whose 
record for oldest Euros player 
record was set at this tourna-
ment.

Own goals on fire
While the continent's star 

strikers have failed to fire, there 

have been nine own goals at this 
Euros and the record of 11 set at 
the last championships three 
years ago looks sure to be bro-
ken.

Prior to Euro 2020 there had 
just been 11 in the tournament's 
history. UEFA's looser applica-
tion of what constitutes an own 
goal has played its part but there 
have been some spectacular ef-
forts in Germany.

The most comical  came 
in Turkey's 3-0 thumping at 
the hands of Portugal, when 
Samet  Akaydin unwittingly 
doubled the deficit by playing 
a sloppy back pass which ended 
with Zeki Celik and goalkeeper 
Altay Bayindir bundling into the 
net in a vain attempt to keep the 
ball out.

The majority, though, have 
come from dangerous crosses, 
like Riccardo Calafiori handing 

Spain a 1-0 win over Spain in one 
of the most-anticipated games of 
the group stage.

Spain's Robin Le Normand, 
Czech defender Robin Hranac 
and Austria's Maximilian Woe-
ber all found their own net in 
similar fashion as attempted 
clearances to low crosses have 
gone wrong.

Underdogs light up Euro 2024
The plodding, static perfor-

mances of France, Belgium, 
England and Portugal –- FIFA's 
four highest ranked sides before 
the tournament -- have been off-
set by some brilliant underdog 
showings.

Despite  being  the  low-
est-ranked team Georgia's run 
to the last 16 lit up the tourna-
ment, particularly their 2-0 vic-
tory over Euro 2016 winners 
Portugal.

Romania had won just one 
of their 16 games at the cham-
pionships heading into Euro 
2024 but topped a group fea-
turing Belgium, Ukraine and 
Slovakia, before going down 
to the Netherlands in the  
last 16.

Turkey have however emerged 
as the tournament's true dark 
horses, booking a spot in the 
quarter finals with a brilliant 2-1 
win over fellow upstarts Austria 
on Tuesday.

Vincenzo Montella's Turkey 
and Georgia also played the best 
game of the group stage, a 3-1 
win for the Turks in front of a 
pulsating crowd in Dortmund.

Germany’s midfielder #08 Toni Kroos Portugal’s forward #07 Cristiano Ronaldo (R) and defender #03 Pepe Spain’s defender #24 Marc Cucurella

Confident Kroos says Germany-
Spain clash ‘won’t be my last game’
Herzogenaurach, Germany

Retiring Germany veteran 
Toni Kroos said he was 

confident Friday’s blockbuster 
Euro 2024 quarter-final against 
Spain would not be the last 
game of his career.

Kroos announced in May he 
would hang up his boots after 
the Euros on home soil, mean-
ing this week’s match in Stutt-
gart could be his final game.

Real Madrid teammate Jose-

lu said this week he wanted to 
“send Kroos into retirement” 
but the 34-year-old midfielder 
had his sights set on the July 14 
Euros final in Berlin.

“We will still be in the tour-
nament for a while,” Kroos told 
reporters on Wednesday at Ger-
many’s base camp in the Bavar-
ian village of Herzogenaurach.

“I don’t think tomorrow will 
be my last game. I think we’ll 
see each other again -- and I 
look forward to it,” he added.

GCC States underline spreading Rights values in sports
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama 

The Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil (GCC) states emphasized 

the critical role of spreading 
human rights values through 
sports, advocating for the prac-
tice of sports free from discrim-
ination and as a means to pro-
mote principles such as free-
dom, tolerance, mutual respect, 
and peace.

Permanent Representative of 
the State of Qatar to the UN Of-
fice in Geneva, Dr. Hind Abdul-
rahman Al Muftah, delivered a 
statement on behalf of the GCC 
States during a panel discussion 
on promoting human rights 

through sport and the Olym-
pic ideal at the 56th Session 
of the Human Rights Council 
in Geneva. In her capacity as 
Chair of the Gulf Group, Dr. 
Al Muftah highlighted the col-
lective belief in the power of 
sports as a universal language 
that promotes respect, dignity, 
diversity, and equality. She not-

ed that sports can bridge differ-
ences, overcome prejudices and 
stereotypes, and support the 
integration and empowerment 
of marginalized groups.

The GCC States have un-
dertaken various measures to 
support human rights through 
sports. They have focused on 
advancing the sports sector 
by developing strategies that 
promote Olympic principles, 
sportsmanship, and preserving 
sports identity within the re-
gion. Efforts include encourag-
ing the principle of citizenship 
through sports and collaborat-
ing with media and educational 
institutions to achieve these 
goals.

Italy makes history in FIBA Olympic Qualifier
Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama 

Italy etched its name in the 
records of FIBA history with 

a resounding victory over Bah-
rain, marking the largest mar-
gin of victory in the modern era 
of Olympic Qualifying Tourna-
ments.

Led by Danilo Gallinari and 
Nicolo Melli, who each contrib-
uted 14 points, Italy dominated 
from the start, achieving an im-
pressive 61-point lead (114-53). 
The team showed impeccable 
shooting, hitting 60% from the 
field and sinking 11 three-point-
ers out of 27 attempts. 

T h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e 
was evident by 39 assists, 
d e m o n s t r a t i n g  a  c o h e -
sive and relentless offensive  
strategy.

This win places Italy third 
in the record books for sin-

gle-game scoring in Olympic 
Qualifying history, trailing only 
Greece and Slovenia. Bahrain, 
ranked 71st in the FIBA World 
Rankings, faced a tough chal-
lenge in their debut at this level 
of competition.

Italian team celebrate

Former German player and manager Bernard Dietz brings the Henri Delaunay Cup


