
I DIDN’T FAIL THE TEST. I JUST 
FOUND 100 WAYS TO DO IT WRONG
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
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HISTORY
Scottish resistance leader William Wallace 
is captured by the English near Glasgow 
and transported to London for trial and 
execution

Humphrey Gilbert claims Newfound-
land for the British crown, the first 

English colony in North America and 
the beginning of the British Empire

Battle of Petrovaradin [Peter-
wardein]: Habsburgs under 
Eugene of Savoy defeat the 
Ottomans in a decisive victory

Battle of Mobile Bay, won by the 
Union Navy led by Rear Admiral 

David Farragut with the cry “Damn 
the torpedoes, full speed ahead!”
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As @UnderSecPD, Liz 
Allen has embodied 

a fundamental truth of 
our work: that public 
diplomacy is central to 
every foreign policy pri-
ority and foundational 
to U.S. global leadership. 
Today, as she leaves this 
role, we thank her for 
her leadership and her 
service.

@SecBlinken

Saturday marks 10 years 
since the Islamic State 

of Iraq & the Levant/
Da’esh brutally targeted 
Yazidis in Iraq. The @UN

 remains committed to 
supporting efforts to 

achieve accountability & 
justice for all Iraqis im-
pacted by their crimes in 
line with international 
human rights law.

@antonioguterres

President Lyndon B. 
Johnson fought like 

hell to give everyone a 
shot. He changed the way 
we live. No one is more 
honored to receive an 
award in his name than 
me.

@POTUS

Remembering Pingali 
Venkayya Ji on his 

birth anniversary. His 
effort in giving us the 
Tricolour will always be 
remembered. Do support 
the #HarGharTiranga 
movement and unfurl 
the Tricolour between 
9th and 15th August! 
Don’t forget to share 
your selfie on http://
harghartiranga.com

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Bangladeshi student 
leaders yesterday said they would 
carry on a planned nationwide civil 
disobedience campaign until Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina resigned 
following last month’s deadly police 
crackdown on protesters. Rallies 
against civil service job quotas 
sparked days of mayhem in July that 
killed more than 200 people in some of the 
worst unrest of Hasina’s 15-year tenure. 
Troop deployments briefly restored order 
but crowds returned to the streets in huge 
numbers this week ahead of an all-out non-
cooperation movement aimed at paralysing 
the government planned to begin on Sunday. Students Against Discrimination, 
the group responsible for organising the initial protests, rebuffed an offer of talks 
with Hasina earlier in the day before announcing their campaign would continue 
until the premier and her government step down.

u Instagram users in Turkey found access to the social media network 
blocked for a second day yesterday, following censorship accusations against 

the US company from a high-ranking Turkish official. 
The BTK communications authority announced on its 
website on Friday that the Meta-owned platform had 
been frozen, without giving any reason. But Transport 

and Infrastructure Minister Abdulkadir Uraloglu said 
on Friday Instagram had ignored government demands 
for it to remove certain posts. “Our country has values 
and sensitivities. Despite our warnings, they did not take 
care of criminal content. “We blocked access. When they 
abide by our laws, we’ll lift the ban.”

u A flash flood from the mountains of southwestern Saudi Arabia swept 
away part of a bridge in Jizan province, killing one 
person yesterday, state media reported. State 
television news channel Al-Ekhbariya aired images 
of two vehicles caught up in the floodwaters, one of 
them crushed by a collapsed bridge support. It said 
several people were also injured in the bridge collapse 
at an important crossroads inland from the Red Sea 
port city of Jizan. The National Centre for Meteorology 
warned Saturday that more heavy rainfall was still to 
come in Jizan province, with thunderstorms forecast 
in the mountains. Jizan province has starkly different 
climates. The narrow coastal plain along the Red Sea 
experiences some of the highest temperatures in 
Saudi Arabia, but the mountains inland, which rise 
to 3,000 metres (10,000 feet), are much cooler, with significant rainfall even in 
summer.

Instagram 
blocked in Turkey 

for second day

Saudi flash 
flood kills one

Bangladesh 
students step up 
protests to press 

PM’s resignation

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R 

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Putting 
muscle into 
patriotism

A young and 
dynamic 

leadership has 
taken charge 

of different 
aspects of 

sports – 
whether it 
is football, 
volleyball, 
equestrian 

sports, 
endurance 

sports such as 
the Iron Man 

Triathlon 
or MMA 

martial arts, 
we are seeing 

a Bahraini 
leadership 

which is 
actively 

engaged and 
passionate 

about sports. 

Bahrain first participated in the 
Olympics in 1984. Since then, 
in the intervening four decades, 

much has changed in the sports scene 
for the country. A young and dynamic 
leadership has taken charge of different 
aspects of sports – whether it is football, 
volleyball, equestrian sports, endurance 
sports such as the Iron Man Triathlon 
or MMA martial arts, we are seeing a 
Bahraini leadership which is actively 
engaged and passionate about sports. 
HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
is a world-acclaimed equestrian and 
triathlete; HH Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, First Deputy Chairman of 
the Supreme 
C o u n c i l 
f o r  Yo u t h 
and Sports 
(SCYS) and 
President of 
the Bahrain 
O l y m p i c 
C o m m i t -
t e e  ( B O C ) 
invests his 
energy and 
r e s o u r c e s 
to personal-
ly promote 
martial arts 
and world 
class boxing 
in Bahrain. 
He even set 
a record by 
swimming 
3 5  h o u r s 
n o n - s t o p 
b e t w e e n 
Bahrain and 
Saudi Ara-
bia to raise 
f u n d s  f o r 
charity  in 
2014. 

The result 
is that Bah-
raini youth 
have started 
looking at 
sports as a 
way to build 
team spirit, 
cooperation 
a n d  a l s o 
physical fit-
ness. Facili-
ties too have 
i m p rove d . 
F r o m 
well-main-
t a i n e d 
sports clubs, regular circuits of 
matches and investment in coaches who 
will impart top-class training, Bahraini 
athletes have been given the oppor-
tunity to climb the ladder of sporting 
success.

And this goes for our para-athletes 
also. Bahrain has systematically won 
laurels in the Paralympics, thanks to 
facilities and training being made avail-
able to them.

Make no mistake – a nation that 
serves its athletes puts muscle into its 
patriotism. 

Haniyeh was killed early Wednesday 
in the Iranian capital where he was 

attending the swearing-in of the 
new president, Masoud Pezeshkian.KNOW WHAT

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-
Chief of The Daily Tribune and the President of 
the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, 
Human Rights and Counterterrorism)

Iran Guards say ‘short-range 
projectile’ killed Hamas chief
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said yesterday that Israel 

killed Hamas political chief 
Ismail Haniyeh using a “short-
range projectile” launched 
from outside of his accommo-
dation in Tehran.

“This terrorist operation 
was carried out by firing a 
short-range projectile with a 
warhead of about 7 kilograms 
-- causing a strong explosion 
-- from outside the accommo-
dation area,” the Guards said 
in a statement.

It added that Israel was 
“supported by the United 
States” in the attack.

Haniyeh was killed ear-
ly Wednesday in the Iranian 
capital where he was attend-
ing the swearing-in of the new 
president, Masoud Pezeshki-
an.

Iran and Hamas have vowed 
to retaliate.

The Guards repeated their 
insistence that Haniyeh would 
be avenged and that Israel 
would receive “a severe pun-
ishment at the appropriate 
time, place and manner”.

Israel, which has declined to 
comment on Haniyeh’s killing, 
had earlier struck a Hezbollah 
stronghold in south Beirut.

That strike killed a senior 
commander of the Lebanese 
militant group it blamed for a 
deadly weekend rocket strike 
on the Israeli-annexed Golan 
Heights.

The killings are the latest 
of several major incidents 
that have inflamed region-
al tensions during the Gaza 
war, which has drawn in Iran-
backed militant groups in Syr-
ia, Lebanon, Iraq and Yemen.

Sweden shuts Lebanon embassy 
amid fears of escalation
AFP | Stockholm, Sweden

Sweden said yesterday it was 
shutting its embassy in Beirut 

amid fears the war in Gaza could 
escalate into a region-wide con-
flict, after urging thousands of its 
citizens to leave Lebanon.

“The foreign ministry has in-
structed its staff to leave Beirut 
and travel to Cyprus, and the 
foreign ministry is planning a 
temporary relocation of its em-
bassy,” Foreign Minister Tobias 
Billstrom told Swedish Radio.

The decision had been taken 
“initially for the month of August 
but may be extended depending 
on the security situation.”

“The ministry is monitoring 
developments closely,” he said.

According to the foreign min-
istry, as many as 10,000 Swedish 
nationals may have travelled to 

Lebanon this summer, defying 
a travel warning in place for the 
country since October 2023.

“I urge Swedes in Lebanon to 
leave the country by whichever 
means possible, while they still 
can,” he said.

Yellow Hezbollah party flags 
are erected along with a banner 
showing assassinated Hezbollah 
top commander Fuad Shukr, placed 
along a walk way across the Sidon-to-
Tyre highway, in southern Lebanon

UK tells nationals in 
Lebanon to ’leave now’
AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government yes-
terday urged its citizens 
in Lebanon to leave the 

country immediately, amid fears 
of all-out war between Israel and 
Hezbollah and a broader regional 
conflict.

In a statement, the foreign 
ministry said British nationals 
should depart the Middle Eastern 
country "now while commercial 
options remain available".

"Tensions are high, and the sit-
uation could deteriorate rapid-
ly," said Foreign Minister David 
Lammy.

"While we are working round 
the clock to strengthen our con-
sular presence in Lebanon, my 
message to British nationals there 
is clear –- leave now."

The Foreign Office said it was 
"strengthening" its support for 
Britons in the country by deploy-
ing "border force, consular offi-
cials and military personnel to 
the region".

The officials will offer "addi-
tional support" to embassy staff 
while the military personnel will 
provide embassies with "oper-
ational support to help British 
nationals", the ministry said.

"This is alongside Landing ship 
RFA Cardigan Bay and HMS Dun-
can already being in the eastern 
Mediterranean to support al-
lies with humanitarian require-
ments, with the Royal Air Force 
also putting transport helicop-
ters on standby," the statement  
added.

"With the potential for exit 
routes out of Lebanon -- including 
roads -- being affected, limited, or 
closed, due to events escalating 
with little warning, teams will 
continue to urge British nationals 
to leave while commercial options 
remain available."

US scraps plea deal with 
9/11 mastermind
Washington, United States

US Defense Secretary Lloyd 
Austin on Friday scrapped 

a plea agreement with 9/11 
mastermind Khalid Sheikh 
Mohammed, just two days af-
ter the announcement of a deal 
that reportedly would have 
taken the death penalty off the 
table.

Deals with Mohammed and 
two alleged accomplices an-
nounced Wednesday had ap-
peared to have moved their 
long-running cases toward 
resolution -- but sparked an-
ger among some relatives of 
those killed on September 11, 
2001, as well as criticism from 
leading Republican politicians.

“I have determined that, in 
light of the significance of the 
decision to enter into pre-tri-
al agreements with the ac-
cused... responsibility for such 
a decision should rest with 

me,” Austin said in a memoran-
dum addressed to Susan Es-
callier, who oversaw the case.

“I hereby withdraw from the 
three pre-trial agreements that 
you signed on July 31, 2024 in 
the above-referenced case,” 
the memo said.

The cases against the 9/11 
defendants have been bogged 
down in pre-trial maneuver-
ings for years, while the ac-
cused remained held at the 
Guantanamo Bay military base 
in Cuba.

This undated FBI file image shows 
Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, as he 
appeared on the FBI’s Most Wanted 
Terrorists website

Senegal summons 
Ukrainian 
ambassador over 
‘propaganda’ video
AFP | Dakar, Senegal

Senegal yesterday sum-
moned the Ukrainian 

ambassador for publishing 
a video in support of recent 
deadly attacks against the 
Malian army and its Russian 
allies, the foreign ministry 
said in a statement.

At the end of July, the Ma-
lian army and the Russian 
mercenary group Wagner 
suffered one of their biggest 
setbacks in years in north-
ern Mali, picking up heavy 
losses at the hands of rebels 
and jihadists.

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs “was surprised to 
learn of the publication on 
the Facebook page of the 
Ukrainian embassy in Dakar 
of a propaganda video by 
the Ukrainian army accom-
panied by a comment by the 
Ukrainian ambassador him-
self”, the statement said.

“Consistent in its position 
of constructive neutrality in 
the Russian-Ukrainian con-
flict, Senegal cannot toler-
ate any attempt to transfer 
to its territory the media 
propaganda currently be-
ing used in this conflict,” 
he said.

Senegal “rejects terror-
ism in all its forms and can-
not accept, on its territory 
and in any way whatsoever, 
comments and gestures that 
excuse terrorism, especially 
when the latter is aimed at 
destabilising a sister coun-
try such as Mali”, the min-
istry added.

Putin vows support 
to North Korea after 
devastating floods

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russian President Vladimir Putin has offered 
condolences to North Korean counterpart 

Kim Jong Un over devastating floods that caused 
untold casualties and damaged thousands of 
homes, the Kremlin said yesterday. 

North Korea said this week it had seen a record 
downpour on July 27 which killed an unspec-
ified number of people, flooded dwellings and 
submerged swathes of farmland in the north 
near China.

“I ask you to convey words of sympathy and 
support to all those who lost their loved ones as 
a result of the storm,” Putin said in a telegram 
to Kim.

“You can always count on our help and sup-
port.”

North Korea and Russia have been allies since 
the North’s founding after World War II and have 
drawn even closer since Moscow’s 2022 invasion 
of Ukraine.

Media in South Korea, which has offered ur-
gent support to the victims, said this week the 
toll of dead and missing could be as high as 1,500.

Kim lashed out at the reports, dismissing them 
as a “smear campaign to bring disgrace upon us 
and tarnish” the North’s image.

Natural disasters tend to have a greater impact 
on the isolated and impoverished country due to 
its weak infrastructure, while deforestation has 
left it vulnerable to flooding.

At least two dead after landslides 
in southwest China

AFP | Beijing, China

Landslides in southwest China yesterday 
destroyed homes and caused a highway 

bridge to collapse, killing at least two people 
and leaving around 17 others missing, authorities 
 said.

State broadcaster CCTV said “local mountain 
torrents and landslides” swept away part of Ridi 
village in Garze Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture, 
Sichuan province.

The disasters killed two people and left 12 
missing, CCTV reported, adding that “the disaster 
situation is undergoing further verification”.

In a separate statement, Garze’s local gov-
ernment said “a sudden mountain torrent and 
landslide” caused a highway tunnel bridge to 
collapse along the highway between Kangding 
and Luding.

As of 11:00 am, officials had confirmed that at 
least three vehicles had plunged off the road, car-
rying six people of whom “one person has been 
rescued and five are missing”, the government 
said in a social media post.

It added that “at present, multiple rescue forces 
have arrived at the scene to carry out their work”.

It was not immediately clear whether the two 
incidents were related.

Vietnam's Communist Party 
names To Lam top leader
AFP | Hanoi, Vietnam

Vietnamese President To 
Lam was formally named 

the country's top leader Satur-
day, pledging to "speed up" a 
sweeping anti-graft campaign 
that has snared thousands.

The Communist Party elect-
ed Lam general secretary at a 
morning session, the party said 
at a press conference, making 
him the most powerful figure 
in Vietnam's leadership struc-
ture.

Lam's ascension comes two 
weeks after the death of Gen-
eral Secretary Nguyen Phu 
Trong, Vietnam's most pow-
erful leader in decades, who 
presided over the so-called 

blazing furnace crackdown on 
corruption.

In his first remarks as gen-
eral secretary, Lam pledged 
to “speed up” the campaign 
that has seen numerous top 
officials and senior business 
leaders face charges.

“(I will) continue to speed 
up anti-corruption ... regard-
less of who the person is,” Lam 
told the press conference.

Vietnamese President To Lam

Air France, Transavia halt 
Beirut flights until Tuesday
AFP | Paris, France

Flights to Beirut by Air France 
and low-cost carrier Transav-

ia France will remain suspended 
until at least Tuesday due to "se-
curity" concerns in the region, 
parent company Air France-KLM 
said.

The two French airlines first 
stopped servicing the route on 
Monday, a day after Israel vowed 
to retaliate following rocket fire 
from Lebanon that killed 12 peo-
ple in the Israeli-annexed Golan 
Heights.

"Any resumption of operation 
will be subject to a renewed eval-
uation on the ground," a spokes-
man said yesterday, adding that 
passengers with reservations 
could rebook at no extra cost.

Flights to Tel Aviv will contin-
ue as normal, he added.

Death toll hits 37 after Al-Shabaab 
attacks Mogadishu beach
AFP | Mogadishu, Somalia

An Al-Shabaab suicide bomb-
er and gunmen attacked a 

busy beach in the Somali capital 
Mogadishu killing 37 people and 
wounding scores more, officials 
said yesterday, in one of the dead-
liest strikes in the East African 
country in months.

The Al-Qaeda-linked jihadists 
have been waging an insurgency 
against the internationally backed 
federal government for more than 
17 years and have previously tar-
geted the Lido beach area, pop-
ular with business people and 
government members.

Survivors of Friday’s assault 
described how following the blast 
gunmen stormed onto the beach 
intending to “kill everyone they 
could”, with graphic video shared 
online immediately after showing 
bloodied bodies on the sand.

“The overall number of the 
dead people we confirmed is 37,” 
Somali Health Minister Ali Haji 
Adam said in a press statement 
late Saturday. Eleven people are 

in intensive care units, a further 
64 people remain in hospital with 
wounds, while 137 people with 
light injuries had been discharged 
after receiving treatment, he said.

The assault, for which Al-
Shabaab claimed responsibility in 
a post on a pro-Shabaab website, 
began late on Friday when a sui-
cide bomber detonated a device 
and gunmen stormed the area.

Officer Mohamed Omar told 
AFP that members of the group 
had “shot civilians randomly”.

He said security forces had 

ended the attack and killed five 
gunmen, while a sixth member 
of the group “blew himself (up) 
at the beach”.

Police spokesperson Abdifa-
tah Adan Hassan said the attack 
demonstrated the group was not 
only targeting government offi-
cials and soldiers, but ordinary 
civilians as well.

Witnesses said there were 
many people at the popular lo-
cation when the explosion oc-
curred, describing how gunmen 
then stormed the area.

Relatives carry the body of a woman killed during an attack in Mogadishu

Surging Harris, Trump spar 
over debate dates
Washington, United States

Kamala Harris’s campaign 
branded Donald Trump 

“scared” Saturday after he 
proposed to change the presi-
dential debate schedule ahead 
of a rally in Georgia where he 
will try to halt the vice presi-
dent’s surging momentum in 
her bid to become America’s 
first woman president.

In an overnight post on his 
Truth Social app, Trump said 
he was willing to debate Har-
ris on the conservative Fox 
News network on September 
4, while declining to partici-
pate in a previously scheduled 
debate on ABC.

Trump pitched the idea be-
fore going to a rally in Atlanta, 
where he will gather support-
ers in the same arena where 
Harris addressed an excited 
crowd of some 10,000 just this 
Tuesday.

Trump said he had “agreed” 
to the debate plan with Fox. 
And he said it would take place 
in Pennsylvania -- a crucial 
swing state in the US presiden-
tial electoral system -- in front 
of a live audience.

The Harris campaign dis-
missed this as “games.”

“Donald Trump is running 
scared and trying to back out 
of the debate he already agreed 
to and running straight to Fox 
News to bail him out,” Har-
ris’s campaign communica-
tions director Michael Tyler 
said in a statement. “He needs 
to... show up to the debate he 
already committed to on Sept 

10.”
The proposal to confront 

Harris on a network that has 
long supported him was the 
latest Trump effort to recap-
ture the initiative in a cam-
paign that had been entirely 
focused on a rematch against 
81-year-old Joe Biden, until 
he dramatically dropped his 
reelection bid on July 21.

Since then, Harris, 59, has 
reenergized the Democratic 
base almost overnight.

She has raked in donations, 
reassembled the team behind 
Barack Obama’s two historic 
election victories, and neu-
tralized the solid lead that 
78-year-old Trump had built 
against Biden in opinion polls.

On Friday, she secured the 
official Democratic nomina-
tion, backed by near unani-
mous party support.

Harris is due imminently 
to announce her vice presi-
dential pick, with the popular 
governor of key state Pennsyl-
vania, Josh Shapiro, a front-
runner. On Tuesday, she is set 
to launch a countrywide tour 
with her yet-to-be-named run-
ning mate.

Harris and Trump

Ukrainian drones 
hit Russian airfield, 
oil depot: Kyiv 
source

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian drones target-
ed a military airfield 

and an oil depot in Russia, a 
defence source in Kyiv said 
yesterday, after Moscow re-
ported repelling the latest 
aerial barrage.

Kyiv has stepped up aerial 
attacks on Russian territo-
ry, saying it carries out the 
strikes in retaliation for the 
bombardments Ukraine has 
faced since Russia invaded 
more than two years ago.

“Last night, drones from 
Ukraine’s Security Service 
visited the Morozovsk air-
field in the Rostov region” 
that stored aircraft and 
guided aerial bombs, the 
source said.

“Ukrainian drones did a 
great job, hitting the avia-
tion ammunition depot,” the 
source added.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky


