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The Orient Expr ness departs on 
its first official journey from Paris 
to Istanbul

In a final confrontation, around 
4,000 Ashantis are defeated by the 
British in the Gold Coast (Ghana)

Soviet Union launches Sputnik I, the 1st 
artificial Earth satellite into elliptical low 
Earth orbit

WikiLeaks is launched, created 
by internet activist Julian 

Assange
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As a summer intern 
many years ago, I 

wrote software for vid-
eo games at a company 
called Rocket Science. 
This was long before 
SpaceX was even con-
ceived. Didn’t realize 
until a friend gave me 
a copy today that they 
included me in the cred-
its 🥰🥰

@elonmusk

We  a p p l a u d  t h e 
@ U N  S e c u r i t y 

Council’s authorization 
of a Multinational Se-
curity Support mission 
to Haiti – a pivotal step 
in providing the inter-
national support Haiti 
requested to restore se-
curity. We thank Kenya 
and Ecuador for their 
strong partnership in 
this effort.

@SecBlinken

We congratulate the 
leaders and people 

of the People’s Republic 
of China on their 74th 
National Day, wishing 
them further prosperity 
and peace. We share long-
standing strategic and 
cultural ties with China, 
and we look forward to 
strengthening our rela-
tions and cooperation for 
a better future for both 
of our peoples and the 
world.

@HHShkMohd

Globally women earn 
only 51 cents for 

every dollar earned by 
men in labour income. 
Gender equality is not a 
favour to women. It is es-
sential to build a world of 
dignity and justice for all.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Hunter Biden pleaded 
not guilty yesterday to an illegal 
gun possession charge, marking 
the latest chapter in his troubled 
life just as his father President Joe 
Biden accelerates his campaign for 
reelection next year. Hunter Biden, 53, 
arrived in federal court in his family 
hometown of Wilmington, Delaware, 
without speaking to waiting reporters. He 
entered a not guilty plea to three felony 
charges stemming from his purchase of 
a .38-caliber Colt Cobra revolver in 2018 
when, by his own admission, he was heavily 
addicted to drugs and barely in control of 
his life. Hunter Biden is charged with two counts of making false statements for 
claiming on forms required for the gun purchase that he was not using drugs 
illegally at the time. He faces a third charge, based on the same statements, that 
he illegally possessed the gun -- which he had for only 11 days in October 2018 
-- before he got rid of it.

u US authorities said they have issued a “breakthrough” first-ever fine 
over space debris, slapping a $150,000 penalty on a TV company that failed to 

properly dispose of a satellite. On Monday the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) came down on 
Dish for “failure to properly deorbit” a satellite called 
EchoStar-7, in orbit since 2002. “This marks a first in 
space debris enforcement by the Commission, which 
has stepped up its satellite policy efforts,” the FCC, 

which authorizes space-based telecom services, said 
in a statement. As the geostationary satellite came to 
the end of its operational life, Dish had moved it to an 
altitude lower than the two parties had agreed on, where 
it “could pose orbital debris concerns,” the FCC said.

u A Florida man 
convicted of murdering two women in 1996 is to be 
executed by lethal injection yesterday. Michael Zack, 
54, is to be put to death at 6:00 pm (2200 GMT) at 
the Florida State Prison in the town of Raiford. Zack 
was sentenced to death in 1997 for the June 1996 
sexual assault, robbery and murder of Ravonne Smith, 
a woman he met at a bar. He was also convicted of 
the murder of another woman, Laura Rosillo, who had 
befriended him at another bar. Zack’s defense attorneys 
had sought to block his execution on the grounds that he 
suffers from fetal alcohol syndrome and is intellectually 
disabled.
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The laureates’ research has 
made it possible to examine 
moves or changes so rapid 
that they were previously 
impossible to follow, with 
potential applications in 

both electronics and medi-
cal diagnostics.

KNOW
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Trio wins physics Nobel for illuminating electrons
AFP | Stockholm, Sweden

France’s  Pierre Agostini , 
Hungarian-Austrian Ferenc 

Krausz and French-Swedish 
Anne L’Huillier won the Nobel 
prize in physics yesterday for 
research using ultra quick light 
flashes that enable the study of 
electrons inside atoms and mol-
ecules.

Their technique employs puls-
es measured in attoseconds, a 
unit so short that there are as 
many in one second as there have 
been seconds since the universe’s 
birth over 13 billion years ago, the 
jury said.

The laureates’ research has 
made it possible to examine 
moves or changes so rapid that 
they were previously impossible 
to follow, with potential appli-
cations in both electronics and 
medical diagnostics.

The Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences likened the process 
to how the flapping wings of a 
humming bird turn into a blur for 
the human eye, but can be slowed 

and examined using high-speed 
photography.

“We can now open the door to 
the world of electrons. Attosec-
ond physics gives us the oppor-
tunity to understand mechanisms 
that are governed by electrons,” 
Eva Olsson, chair of the Nobel 

Committee for Physics, said in a 
statement.

‘Not so many women’
In 1987, L’Huillier “discovered 

that many different overtones of 
light arose when she transmit-
ted infrared laser light through a 

noble gas,” the Nobel Committee 
noted, adding that she has contin-
ued to explore this phenomenon, 
“laying the ground for subsequent 
breakthroughs”.

In the early 2000s, Agostini and 
Krausz worked on experiments 
that made it possible to isolate 

light pulses that lasted only a few 
hundred attoseconds.

Agostini is a professor at Ohio 
State University in the United 
States, while Krausz is a director 
at the Max Planck Institute in 
Germany.

L’Huillier, only the fifth woman 
to be awarded the Physics Prize 
since 1901, is a professor at Lund 
University in Sweden.

L’Huillier told reporters she 
was in the middle of teaching a 
class when she received the call 
from the Academy, making it “dif-
ficult” to finish the class, to whom 
she told nothing.

“I am very touched ... There are 
not so many women that get this 
prize so it’s very, very special,” 
she said.

Before L’Huillier, Marie Curie 
(1903), Maria Goeppert Mayer 
(1963), Donna Strickland (2018) 
and Andrea Ghez (2020) are the 
only women to have won the 
award.

Speaking later at a press con-
ference, she encouraged young 

women interested in a career in 
science to “go for it”.

The laureate, who is married 
and has two sons, stressed it 
was possible to combine a 
research career with an 
“ordinary life, with a fam-
ily and children.”

L’Huillier and Krausz 
had been seen as con-
tenders for the honour, 
having been awarded the 
prestigious Wolf Prize 
last year together with 
Canadian physicist Paul 
Corkum.

Fellow Hungarian
However, Krausz said he had 

not been expecting a call.
“I was not sure whether I was 

dreaming or whether it was reali-
ty,” he told the Nobel Foundation 
in an interview.

The physicist said he had been 
preparing for an open day at the 
institute where he worked, where 
he was meant to hold a few lec-
tures for interested visitors.

“ I t 
remains to be seen 
whether this is going to work 
out, but this is at least the plan,” 
Krausz said.

The physics award is the sec-
ond Nobel of the season after 
the Medicine Prize on Monday, 
awarded to messenger RNA re-

searchers Katalin Kariko, a 
Hungarian like Krausz, and 

Drew Weissman for their 
groundbreaking tech-

nology that paved the 
way for mRNA Cov-
id-19 vaccines.

Krausz said he 
had been pleased to 
hear of the award 
for his compatriot.

“I’m a great ad-
mirer of her, not 

just for her achieve-
ments, but also for 

the way she actual-
ly achieved what she 

achieved,” he said, re-
ferring to the years Kariko 

toiled away at her research de-
spite struggling to achieve recog-
nition and even secure funding 
for it.

The Physics Prize will be fol-
lowed by the Chemistry Prize 
on Wednesday, with the highly 
watched Literature and Peace 
Prizes to be announced on Thurs-
day and Friday.

The Economics Prize -- cre-
ated in 1968 and the only Nobel 
not included in the 1895 will of 
Swedish inventor and philanthro-
pist Alfred Nobel, which founded 
the awards -- closes out the 2023 
Nobel season on Monday.

Pierre Agostini Ferenc Krausz Anne L’Huillier

New rights for UK donor 
babies as they turn 18

AFP | London, United Kingdom

Around 30 young adults 
conceived via sperm or 
egg donation in the UK 

will soon be able to discover the 
identity of their biological parent.

The new rights come as rising 
numbers of children are being 
conceived using the technolo-
gy, posing a range of challenges 
for the children, their families 
and donors. The UK law removed 
the anonymity of egg and sperm 
donors in 2005 and gave 
children the right to re-
ceive basic informa-
tion about them when 
they reached 18.

With the first children 
covered by the legisla-
tion turning 18 this 
month, they will 
finally be able to 
request details 
such as the do-
nor’s full name, date 
of  birth and 
last  known 
address. Ad-
v a n c e s  i n 

fertility treatment methods and 
changing social attitudes have 
seen an increasing number of 
donor-conceived children being 
born -- not just to people facing 
fertility challenges but also same-
sex couples and women in their 
late forties and even fifties.

Initially the numbers of chil-
dren who will have the right to 
know will be small, with just 
30 people becoming eligible be-
tween now and December this 

year. Data from the UK’s Hu-
man Fertilisation a n d 
Embryology 
A u t h o r i -
ty (HFEA) 
shows that 
will rise to 
m o r e  t h a n 

7 0 0 
p e o -

ple by the end of 2024, increasing 
to 11,400 by 2030. According to 
the latest available figures from 
the regulator of fertility treatment 
and research using human em-
bryos, 4,100 UK births -- around 
one in 170 -- were the result of 
donor conception in 2019.

Few months off
The cut-off point for the legis-

lation has left some donor-con-
ceived people disappointed that 
the identity of their donors will 
remain a mystery.

“I’m happy 
for the people 
who want to 
find out but 
I’m also a lit-
t l e  a n n o y e d 

that I was 
a couple 

of months off, so I won’t have 
the chance,” 19-year-old student 
Jamie Ruddock, from Brighton on 
England’s south coast, told AFP.

Ruddock said he had known for 
as long as he could remember that 
he had been donor-conceived 
and while he was not looking for 
another father figure he was still 
curious. His older brother along 
with their father had begun look-
ing for the donor via a DNA ances-
try testing service but had not 
had any success. “My broth-
er definitely has a bigger 

sense of curiosity 
than I do 

b u t . . . 
i f  m y 
brother 
finds 

h i m 
I 

would like to have a conversation 
with him,” he said.

Nina Barnsley, director of the 
UK’s Donor Conception Network, 
said many of those eligible to ask 
for the information might not 
even be aware of how they were 
conceived. When new techniques 
such as artificial insemination 
and in vitro fertilisation (IVF) 
were first introduced some four 
decades ago, infertility was some-

thing of a taboo subject and 
parents often did not 

tell children how they 
were conceived.

But for many years 
now, psychologists 
have advised families 

to be open with the in-
formation as early 
as possible.

Others might 
not have real-
ised the signif-
icance of the 
legislation or 

have other pri-
orities.

At least 18 die in illegal refinery 
blaze in Nigeria
Port Harcourt, Nigeria

At least 18 people, including 
a pregnant woman, died 

in southern Nigeria when an 
illegal oil refinery exploded 
into flames, a security official 
and residents said on Tuesday.

The blaze, late on Sunday in 
Rivers State, occurred when a 
home-made refinery ignited 
a nearby oil reservoir, leaving 
victims severely burned, a se-
curity official said.

“The fire outbreak started 
at a very late hour... 18 victims 

were burnt beyond recogni-
tion while 25 injured persons 
were rescued,” Olufemi Ayo-
dele, spokesman for the local 
Nigeria Security and Civil De-
fense Corps, said. “Most of the 
victims were youths... a preg-
nant woman and a young lady 
getting ready for her marriage 
ceremony next month were all 
casualties,” he said.

Local residents in Emohua 
district said the toll could be 
higher as dozens of people 
were at the site scooping up 
spilt crude oil.

Countries pledge to raise $12 
billion to help coral
AFP | Bangkok, Thailand

A coalition of 45 countries 
pledged yesterday to raise 

$12 billion for conservation 
and restoration of coral reefs, 
which are threatened world-
wide by the effects of climate 
change.

The “Coral Reef Break-
through” was announced by 
a network of nations that ac-
count for three-quarters of the 
world’s coral reefs.

It includes a pledge to dou-
ble the area of coral reefs un-
der protection from the cur-
rent estimate of around 60,000 
square kilometres (23,000 
square miles) and restore some 
10,500 sq km.

The plan, announced by the 
International Coral Reef In-
itiative, includes a headline 
pledge to secure $12 billion 
in investments from pub-
lic and private sources by  
2030.

“This investment will ena-
ble more effective coral reef 
management including water 
quality management, coastal 
management, and local and re-
gional regulations,” the group 
announced.

Still, that figure compares 
with the estimated $174.5 
billion a year that a 2020 
study estimated was need-
ed to plug the gap in funding 
for ocean conservation more  
broadly.

India arrests 1,000 people in 
child marriage crackdown
AFP | Guwahati, India

More than 1,000 people 
were arrested yesterday 

in India’s remote northeast 
during the second government 
crackdown on illegal child 
marriages in the region this 
year, authorities said.

Assam state had already 
arrested 4,000 people in an 
earlier abolition drive in Feb-
ruary, including parents of 
married couples and registrars 
who signed off on underage 
betrothals. The state’s chief 
minister Himanta Biswa Sar-
ma announced that police had 
launched a second phase of the 
campaign “in a special opera-
tion which began in the early 

hours of dawn”.
“The number of arrests is 

likely to rise,” he wrote in a 
post on X, formerly Twitter. 
“The number now stands at 
1,039.”

Sarma has campaigned on a 
platform of stamping out child 
marriages completely in his 
state by 2026.

The legal marriage age in 
India is 18 but millions of chil-
dren are forced to tie the knot 
when they are younger, par-
ticularly in poorer rural areas.

In a landmark 2017 judg-
ment, India’s top court said 
that sex with an underage 
wife constituted rape, a ruling 
cheered by activists.

Mexico says ex-diplomat accused 
of sex crimes arrested in Israel
AFP | Mexico City, Mexico

Mexican writer and former 
diplomat Andres Roem-

er, who faces multiple accusa-
tions of sex crimes, has been 
arrested in Israel, according to 
Mexico’s president.

Roemer “will be extradited,” 
Andres Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor said Monday at his regular 
morning press conference.

The allegations against Ro-
emer, which number about 
60 according to activists, be-
gan in February 2021 when 

the Mexican dancer Itzel 
Schnaas accused him of sexual  
assault.

Israel’s police said the force 
arrested a 60-year-old Mexi-
can citizen in the coastal city 
of Tel Aviv, following an order 
from international police or-
ganization Interpol.

“Extradition proceedings to 
Mexico will take place,” the 
force said in a statement.

Without identifying the man 
detained, Israeli police said 
he stands accused of sexual 
offenses.

Ukraine frontline attacks ‘failed’: Moscow
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Kyiv’s attempts to penetrate 
Russian defences on front-

lines in the east and south of the 
country have “failed”, Moscow 
said yesterday, four months into 
a closely-watched Ukrainian 
counteroffensive.

Kyiv launched the long-await-
ed counteroffensive in June but 
has acknowledged slow pro-
gress as its forces crash into so-
phisticated and kilometres-deep 
Russian defensive positions.

“The enemy’s attempts to 
break through our defences 

in the areas of Verbovoye and 
Rabotino on the Zaporizhzhia 
front have failed,” Defence Min-
ister Sergei Shoigu told senior 
Russian military officials.

He was using Russian place 
names to refer to two villages 
along the frontline in the south 

where Ukrainian forces claim to 
have broken through the tough-
est points.

Shoigu also said  the Russian 
army had “repelled all attacks 
in the Soledar-Bakhmout direc-
tion” on the eastern front in the 
war-battered Donetsk region.

Indonesia hunting foreigner who 
meditated naked at shrine

AFP | Denpasar, Indonesia

Authorities on the Indone-
sian resort island of Bali 

said yesterday they are search-
ing for a foreign national who 
was filmed in a viral video 
meditating naked at a Hindu 
shrine.

The palm-fringed hotspot 
has vowed a crackdown on 
misbehaving tourists after a 
spate of incidents including 
acts of disrespect to the pre-
dominantly Hindu island’s 
culture.

The case gained widespread 
attention on the Hindu island 
after Balinese influencer Ni 
Luh Djelantik reposted the 
video multiple times between 
Saturday and Sunday, attract-
ing hundreds of thousands of 
views.

“We are still carrying out 
investigations regarding this 
incident,” said Immigration 
Office head Tedy Riyandi in 
a statement sent to AFP on 
Tuesday.

The foreign national has 

been identified by authorities 
but his name and nationality 
have not been publicly dis-
closed as the search goes on.

“The efforts currently be-
ing made by the Immigration 
Office are to contact the for-
eigner’s social media account, 
but to date there has been no 
response,” Riyandi said.

He said the search for the 
foreign national was being 
coordinated with Bali police 
and they were still trying to 
assess the location and time it 
took place. Tourist-dependent 
Bali attracts millions of for-
eign visitors annually but sev-
eral high-profile cases since 
the island reopened after the 
Covid-19 pandemic have seen 
some deported for lewd acts.

Bali immigration deported 
a Danish woman in June after 
she was filmed flashing the 
public while riding a motor-
bike. A Russian woman was 
also booted off the island in 
April for posting a nude photo 
of herself in front of a sacred 
tree.

Apple working on fix for iPhone 15 models running hot
San Francisco, United States

Apple yesterday said it is work-
ing to fix a “bug” it said was 

among reasons some newly re-
leased iPhone 15 smartphones are 
heating up.

The iPhone maker will address 
the problem in an update to its 

iOS 17 mobile operating software 
and is collaborating with devel-
opers of some apps adding to the 
problem, according to the Silicon 
Valley tech giant.

“We have identified a few con-
ditions which can cause the iP-
hone to run warmer than expect-

ed,” Apple said in response to an 
AFP inquiry. Some handsets of 
the freshly-launched iPhone may 
feel warmer for a few days after 
initial set-up due to increased 
background activity, according to 
Apple. “We have also found a bug 
in iOS 17 that is impacting some 

users and will be addressed in a 
software update,” Apple said.

“Another issue involves some 
recent updates to third-party apps 
that are causing them to overload 
the system.” Apps that seemed to 
be making chips inside iPhones 
heat up due to workloads includ-

ed Instagram, Uber and an As-
phalt 9 car racing game, according 
to online posts. An Apple support 
page told users that it is common 
for iPhones to feel warm when in-
itially being set up or when being 
used for graphics-intense apps 
like games.
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