
Star swallows planet in first 
glimpse of Earth’s likely end

AFP | London

Scientists said that they 
have observed a dying star 

swallowing a planet for the 
first time, offering a preview 
of Earth’s expected fate in 
around five billion years.

But when the Sun final-
ly does engulf Earth, it will 
cause only a “tiny perturba-
tion” compared to this cosmic 
explosion, the US astronomers 
said.

Most planets are believed 
to meet their end when their 
host star runs out of energy, 
turning into a red giant that 
massively expands, devouring 
anything unlucky enough to be 
in its path.

Astronomers had previous-
ly seen the before-and-after 
effects of this process, but had 
never before caught a planet 
in the act of being consumed.

Kishalay De, a postdoc re-
searcher at MIT in the United 
States and the lead author of 
the new study, said the acci-
dental discovery unfolded like 
a “detective story”.

“It all started about three 
years ago when I was looking 
at data from the Zwicky Tran-
sient Facility survey, which 
takes images of the sky every 

night,” De told an online press 
conference.

He stumbled across a star 
that had suddenly increased 
in brightness by more than 100 
times over a 10-day period.

The star is in the Milky Way 
galaxy, around 12,000 light 
years from Earth near the Aq-
uila constellation, which re-
sembles an eagle.

De had been searching for 
binary star systems, in which 
the larger star takes bites out 
of its companion, creating 
incredibly bright explosions 
called outbursts.

SOME PEOPLE DRINK FROM 
THE FOUNTAIN OF KNOWLEDGE, 
OTHERS JUST GARGLE
ROBERT ANTHONY
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Small businesses em-
ploy nearly half of the 

nation’s private sector 
workforce. They are es-
sential to our communi-
ties and our prosperity.

@VP

For too long, Big Oil 
has made huge prof-

its and failed to invest 
those back into produc-
tion. It’s time we end 
special tax treatment 
for oil and gas company 
investments, saving the 
taxpayer over $30 billion 
in the process. That’s 
what my budget does.

@POTUS

The climate crisis is a 
health crisis. @WHO 

welcomes @COP28_UAE 
‘s strategic decisions to 
include health at the cen-
tre of #COP28 discussions 
and hold the first-ever 
health and climate min-
isterial meeting.

@DrTedros

On #FirefightersDay, 
we honour and thank 

all firefighters who risk 
their lives to save others. 
Firefighters are at the 
heart of our #EUCivilPro-
tectionMechanism, help-
ing out other firefighting 
teams when they are over-
whelmed with an emer-
gency. Thank you for your 
devotion and solidarity!

@JanezLenarcic

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
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editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Seventeen people were killed 
when a truck and a bus collided on a 
motorway in southern Egypt yesterday, 

the health ministry said.  It said another 29 
people were injured, and that 26 ambulances 
were sent to the scene of the accident on the 
road between the southern cities of Kharga and 
Asyut. The injured were taken to nearby hospitals. 
Egypt’s roads are notoriously dangerous and 
often badly maintained, and drivers often break 

speed limits and other traffic rules. With a population of more than 105 million, 
Egypt is the Arab world’s most populous country.

 u Indian authorities 
deployed hundreds of military 
personnel and cut off internet 
services to a northeastern region 
yesterday, after the deaths of six people 
in violent ethnic clashes. The troops 
were sent to the state of Manipur, along 
the border with Myanmar, after a protest 
march by tribal groups turned violent on 
Wednesday. “Curfew has been imposed... 
situation is tense but is now under control,” 
Awangbow Newmai, a Manipur government minister, said. He confirmed the 
death toll. The state governor yesterday issued “shoot at sight orders in extreme 
cases” to local authorities. 

 u Police have arrested a 
man suspected of shooting five 
people -- one of whom died 

-- at an Atlanta hospital on Wednesday, 
authorities in the southern US city said. 
One person was killed and four were injured 
when Deion Patterson allegedly opened fire in 
a hospital waiting room just after midday (1700 
GMT). Patterson then allegedly stole a truck that 
had been left running at a nearby gas station 
and fled. A manhunt went into the night before 

Patterson was apprehended outside the city in neighbouring Cobb County.

17 killed in Egypt 
motorway collision

Suspect arrested in deadly 
Atlanta hospital shooting

Troops deployed to Indian 
state after protests kill six

An artist’s impression shows a star devouring one of its planets

Russia blames US for Kremlin drone attack
• Kremlin 
administration shifts 
focus from Kyiv 
to Washington

• Washington 
denies accusation

AFP | Moscow

Moscow yesterday ac-
cused the US of master-
minding a drone attack 

on the Kremlin, a charge denied 
by Washington, and said Ukrain-
ian sabotage on Russian territory 
had reached “unprecedented mo-
mentum”.

Mo s c o w  s a i d  P r e s i d e n t 
Vladimir Putin was working from 
the Kremlin the day after the at-
tack, which it said was a Ukrain-
ian attempt to kill him.

“Decisions on such attacks are 
not made in Kyiv, but in Washing-
ton,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said.

“Kyiv only does what it is told 
to do... Washington should under-
stand clearly that we know this,” 
he said.

Ukraine has denied responsi-
bility, with President Volodymyr 
Zelensky saying “We do not at-

tack Moscow or Putin.”
The US also denied any involve-

ment.
“Peskov is just lying there, pure 

and simple,” John Kirby, spokes-
person for the White House Na-
tional Security Council, said on 
MSNBC.

Throughout its more than year-
long offensive in Ukraine, Mos-
cow has maintained that Kyiv is 
taking orders from the US -- ac-
cusing the West of leading a war 
against Russia by proxy.

‘Unprecedented’ sabotage
The Kremlin attack came as 

Russia prepares to mark one of 

its main holidays of May 9 -- cele-
brating the Soviet victory over the 
Nazis -- with a traditional military 
parade on Red Square.

It came after five days of ex-
traordinary apparent sabotage 
attacks, including trains derailed 
by explosions and massive fires in 
annexed Crimea.

Yesterday, Russia’s southern 
Krasnodar and Rostov regions, 
both near Ukraine, reported 
drone strikes that caused fires.

But the Kremlin insisted the 
May 9 parade will go ahead, de-
spite the attacks in border regions 
and in the heart of Russian pow-
er, though under “strengthened” 

security.
Russian television yesterday 

showed Putin in the Kremlin for 
the first time since the drone at-
tack.

The Russian leader does not 
plan “any address on this topic”, 
according to his spokesman.

Moscow did however acknowl-
edge that the country was facing 
an “unprecedented” wave of sab-
otage.

Russia has opened a terrorism 
probe into the Moscow attack.

Russia has not released official 
images of the attack. Unverified 
social media images showed a 
drone hitting the Kremlin Senate 
building.

Peskov said “two copper sheets” 
on the dome of the 18th-century 
building had been damaged by 
fire.

“They have been or will be re-

placed, everything will be like 
new. There is no other damage.”

‘Criminal actions’
As Moscow accused the US 

of planning the Kremlin attack, 
Ukraine’s Zelensky arrived on a 
surprise visit to The Hague.

He visited the International 
Criminal Court, which in March 
issued an arrest warrant for Putin 
over the alleged illegal deporta-
tion of Ukranian children.

“We all want to see a different 
Vladimir here,” Zelensky said, 
referring to the Russian Presi-
dent, his namesake, who he be-

lieves “deserves to be sanctioned 
for his criminal actions here, 
in the capital of international  
law.”

Zelensky called for a special 
tribunal to be created to hold Rus-
sia to account for its “crime of 
aggression”.

“There should be responsibility 
for this crime. And this can only 
be enforced by the tribunal,” he 
told diplomats and officials at 
the court.

The Netherlands has pledged 
both financial and military sup-
port to Ukraine since Russia 
launched its offensive in Febru-
ary 2022.

Zelensky also met Dutch Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte, and said 
that Ukraine was “realistic” that 
it would not be able to join NATO 
while still fighting Russia.

“But we want a very clear mes-
sage that we will be in NATO after 
the war,” he said.

Putin has used Ukraine’s wish 
to join the alliance to justify 
launching his offensive.

On the day of the alleged Krem-
lin attack, Ukraine said Russia 
shelled the southern Kherson 
region, including in a strike on a 
supermarket.

At least 23 people died, and 46 
were wounded in the strikes, of-
ficials said.

Pakistan foreign minister says 
‘happy’ on rare visit to India

AFP | Benaulim

Pakistan’s foreign minister ar-
rived in India yesterday to 

take part in an international con-
ference, the first official visit by 
a senior Pakistani official to the 
country’s eastern neighbour since 
2016.

The South Asian neighbours 
have fought three full-fledged 
wars since they were created at 
the partition of the Indian sub-
continent in 1947, and relations 
between the nuclear-armed coun-
tries have remained tense in re-
cent years.

Pakistani Foreign Minister Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari is in the Indian 
coastal resort state of Goa for a 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion (SCO) meeting of foreign min-
isters, along with counterparts 
from China and Russia.

“I am very happy that today 
I have arrived here leading the 
delegation of Pakistan,” he told 
reporters.

Bhutto gave no indication 
whether he would hold one-on-
one talks with his opposite num-
ber in India, but said he hoped 
the SCO meeting would be “very 

successful”.
Pakistan suspended trade and 

diplomatic ties with India in 2019.
Both countries withdrew their 

top diplomats and several consu-
lar staff were expelled or with-
drawn in tit-for-tat measures.

That development came af-
ter a military standoff earlier in 
the year that saw both countries 
launch air strikes and an Indian 
fighter jet shot down.

The most recent visit to India 
by a high-ranking Pakistan diplo-
mat was in 2016, when Sartaj Aziz 
-- then the senior foreign affairs 
adviser to the prime minister -- 
travelled there.

India currently holds the rotat-
ing presidency of the SCO, a fo-
rum established in 2001 that also 
includes several Central Asian 
states, rivalling Western institu-
tions.

Five teachers among eight killed in Pakistan sectarian attack
AFP | Parachinar

Five teachers were among 
eight people killed in rural 

Pakistan yesterday, in an attack 
linked to sectarian tensions, po-
lice and government officials 
said.

Two gunmen entered a school 
in the remote border town of 
Teri Mangal in Kurram district 
-- less than a kilometre (mile) 
from the Afghan border -- as 
teachers gathered exam papers 
students had completed earlier 
in the day.

“They identified Shiite peo-
ple and separated them before 
opening fire,” Muhammad Im-
ran, police chief for the district, 
told AFP.

Officials said five teachers 
and two labourers were gunned 

down at the school -- their bod-
ies taken to hospital before car-
ried out in coffins to be buried 
the same day.

The shooting occurred hours 

after a man from the local Sun-
ni community died in hospital 
from injuries he sustained after 
being attacked in his car, said 
Amir Nawaz, a senior govern-

ment official in the area.
Sectarian tensions stretch 

back decades and have practi-
cally divided the district in two, 
said Akhtar Ali Shah, a former 
provincial police chief.

“There is Shiite population on 
one side and a Sunni population 
on the other. Even a minor inci-
dent can spark clashes, so cau-
tion is always needed,” he said.

Shiite Muslims make up 
roughly 20 percent of Pakistan’s 
population of more than 220 
million, but they are a majority 
in Kurram district -- part of the 
former Federally Administered 
Tribal Areas that were merged 
with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province in 2018, bringing it 
into the legal and administrative 
mainstream.

Security personnel and officials at the site of sectarian violence in a school

A vehicle carrying Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari arrives in a 
convoy to attend the SCO meeting in Benaulim in Goa

A “No Drone Zone” sign sits just off the Kremlin in central Moscow 

Decisions on such 
attacks are not made in 
Kyiv, but in Washington. 
Kyiv only does what it is 
told to do... Washington 

should understand 
clearly that we know this

KREMLIN SPOKESMAN DMITRY PESKOV

I am very happy that 
today I have arrived here 
leading the delegation of 

Pakistan
BILAWAL BHUTTO ZARDARI

Fears 860,000 could flee as Sudan fighting leaves truce in tatters
AFP | Khartoum

Gunfire and explosions 
rocked Sudan’s capital 

Khartoum for a 20th straight 
day yesterday, leaving the lat-
est ceasefire effort in tatters as 
the UN warned of an exodus of 
860,000 refugees.

As the latest ceasefire expired 
at midnight, the army said it 
was ready to abide by a new 
seven-day truce, but there was 
no word from its foes in the par-
amilitary Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF).

In Khartoum, witnesses re-
ported loud explosions and ex-
changes of fire on the streets 
around dawn and clashes during 
the day in the city of five million 
people.

The foreign ministry accused 
the RSF of attacking the Indian 
embassy in Khartoum, the lat-
est in a spate of such incidents 
which the diplomatic mission 

did not immediately confirm.
Deadly urban combat broke 

out on April 15 between Sudan’s 
de facto leader Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan, who commands the 
regular army, and his deputy 
turned rival Mohamed Hamdan 
Daglo, who heads the RSF.

The fighting has killed about 
700 people, most of them in 

Khartoum and Darfur, accord-
ing to the Armed Conflict Lo-
cation and Event Data Project.

The UN refugee agency said it 
was preparing for an outflow of 
860,000 people from the north 
African country, adding $445 
million would be needed to sup-
port them just through October.

“We urgently need timely, 

new funding to respond to the 
mounting needs,” said Raouf 
Mazou, the UNHCR’s assistant 
chief of operations.

“The needs are vast, and the 
challenges are numerous. If the 
crisis continues, peace and sta-
bility across the region could be 
at stake.”

Smoke billows during fighting in the Sudanese capital Khartoum

We urgently need 
timely, new funding 

to respond to the 
mounting needs. The 
needs are vast, and 
the challenges are 

numerous. If the crisis 
continues, peace and 
stability across the 

region could be at stake
RAOUF MAZOU, THE UNHCR’S ASSISTANT 

CHIEF OF OPERATIONS

The team of research-
ers established that 

the swallowed planet 
was a gas giant with 

a similar mass to 
Jupiter, but was so 

close to its star that it 
completed an orbit in 

just one day
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The Kremlin attack 
came as Russia pre-

pares to mark one of its 
main holidays of May 9 
-- celebrating the Soviet 

victory over the Nazis 
-- with a traditional 

military parade on Red 
Square
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A checkpoint established for 
future peace and stability

SHAHIN ABDULLAYEV

The South Caucasus is the crossroads 
between resource-rich Central Asia and 
resource-hungry European economy. 

Peace between Armenia and Azerbaijan will fos-
ter the prosperity not just of the Armenians and 
Azerbaijanis but of all Eurasia. The resounding 
victory of Azerbaijan in the Second Karabakh 
War of 2020 created an historic opportunity to 
turn the page, to leave hostilities behind and 
normalize relations based on international law. 

To seize this opportunity, the West must 
acquire a better awareness of the irrefuta-
ble facts on which the Azerbaijani views are 
based. Unfortunately, Armenia, its diaspora 
and foreign supporters have recently launched 
a propaganda campaign designed to obscure 
these facts from view. The immediate goal of 
the campaign is to bring American and Europe-
an pressure to bear on Baku. The longer-term 
goal is to scuttle the peace process that began in 
November 2020, when Armenia acknowledged 
its defeat in the war.

The disinformation campaign focuses on 
events along the Lachin Road, linking Armenia 
with the Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, and it 
advances two main claims. First, that “block-
ade” of the road, which began on Dec. 12 by 
Azerbaijani environmental activists created a 
humanitarian disaster, endangering the lives of 
about 25 thousand ethnic Armenians in Kara-

bakh. Second, that it is part of a wider effort by 
Azerbaijan to deny the Karabakh Armenians 
their rights and security. 

In the Trilateral Statement of Nov. 10, 2020 
(the agreement signed by the leaders of Azer-
baijan, Armenia and Russia that brought the 
Second Karabakh to an end), Armenia agreed 
to accept new reality on the ground and build 
peace. Ever since, however, Armenia has mis-
used the Lachin road to export from Karabakh 
to Armenia plundered Azerbaijani mineral re-
sources; build up its military forces in Karabakh; 
infiltrate third-country nationals to erect new 
fortifications; and smuggle in landmines. Cur-
rently, the threat of landmines is continuing and 
299 Azerbaijanis became victims of landmine 
explosions since the end of the 44-day patriotic 
war which is terror against Azerbaijanis.

These are not the actions of a country prepar-
ing for peace—and Azerbaijan is all too familiar 
with these tactics. It will not permit Armenia, 
once again, to ensnare it in interminable nego-
tiations all the while preparing for war. As to 
the Lachin road, transparency of any movement 
along it must be immediately guaranteed.

As a result of this, since April 23rd the units 
of the State Border Service of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan established a border crossing point 

in its sovereign territories, on the border with 
Armenia, at the beginning of the Lachin-Khan-
kendi to ensure transparency of road traffic, the 
rule of law, and, thus, the safety of traffic. We 
should state that mentioned control mechanism 
is being coordinated with the Russian peace-
keeping contingent.

Let’s take these misleading claims in turn, 
starting with the alleged humanitarian crisis. 
Humanitarian shipments, including medicines, 
food, and other essential goods, move easily into 
Karabakh. Local civilians facing urgent medical 
and other essential needs can leave for Armenia 
and return along the road.

To prevent any humanitarian crisis, Baku gave 
the International Red Cross unimpeded access 
to the road. It is recorded that 614 vehicles of 
RC and 5178 of Russian peacekeepers moved 
through the corridor in each direction freely.  
Soldiers of Russia, Armenia’s greatest ally, are 
better placed than any other international ac-
tor to reassure Yerevan regarding the physical 
security of Karabakh Armenians.

Which brings us to the second spurious claim, 
namely, that Azerbaijan is denying ethnic Arme-
nians in Karabakh their rights. Understanding 
why this is a blatant falsehood requires histori-
cal context, though it is quickly told. During the 
First Karabakh War, which ended in 1994, Ar-
menian forces occupied and ethnically cleansed 
Karabakh and other surrounding Azerbaijani 
territories of ethnic Azerbaijanis. They killed, 
raped, and tortured many hundreds of innocent 
civilians, driving over 800,000 people from 
their homes in Karabakh and 250,000 Azerbai-
janis forced to relocate from present-day Arme-
nia  often in the dead of winter, with the Khojaly 
massacre being the peak of this barbarity.

These crimes, committed with impunity and 
still awaiting justice, were well documented 
while they happened. In the wake of this, inter-
national law and every major power in the world 
reaffirms Karabakh as sovereign Azerbaijani 
territory, and full restoration of effective Azer-
baijani control of Karabakh is seen as the basis 
for a just and lasting peace. For this reason, UN 
Security Council Resolutions 822, 853, 874 and 
884 all demand the “complete, immediate and 
unconditional withdrawal” of Armenian forces 
from the territory of Azerbaijan. Even now, 
10,000 Armenia’s troops and as many as 15,000 
terrorists and militias remain in Karabakh—a 
time bomb threatening peace and stability.

The UN issued those orders in 1993. For nearly 
three decades Azerbaijanis waited patiently 
for the international community to implement 
them. Meanwhile, Armenia played for time, just 
as it is doing now: talking about peace, preparing 
for war, and spreading misinformation. Its forc-
es looted Azerbaijani towns and villages, erasing 
every sign of Azerbaijani cultural heritage, and 
plundered its mineral resources. Azerbaijan 
President Ilham Aliyev has said that During 
occupation Armenia destroyed 65 of 67 mosques 
in Azerbaijan and used to keep pigs and cows 
in mosques in Nagorno-Karabakh when it was 
under their occupation for about 30 years.

By 2020, Azerbaijan’s patience had worn thin. 
In the Second Karabakh War, it demonstrated 
its resolute determination to reclaim its stolen 
land.

Time is of essence. Sane policy grounded in 
reality can still prevent new tragedies. Yerevan 
must stop relying on dreams and fantasies and 
deal with hard facts. Armenia and its allies must 
stop using the Armenians of Karabakh as pawns 
in a cynical game of power politics. If those in-
volved in facilitating the peace process will read 
the realities accurately, they can help Armenia 
avoid the mistakes of the past and make the 
peace of the brave.

(The author is Azerbaijan’s ambassador 
to Saudi Arabia. The views and opinions ex-
pressed in this article are those of the author 
and do not necessarily reflect the official 
policy or position of the Daily Tribune)
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