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US turns up heat on 
Iran-backed Houthis 
TDT | agencies 

Iran-aligned Houthis are 
to blame for the ongoing 
brutal conflict swallowing 

Yemen, said the United States 
Yesterday. 

Houthis, the US State De-
partment said, are responsible 
for the failure of a ceasefire to 
take hold in Yemen and accused 
them of not taking other steps 
toward ending the brutal con-
flict.

“While there are numerous 
problematic actors inside of 
Yemen, the Houthis bear ma-
jor responsibility for refusing 
to engage meaningfully on a 
ceasefire and to take steps to 
resolve a nearly seven-year con-
flict that has brought unimagi-
nable suffering to the Yemeni 
people,” the State Department 
said.

The US special envoy for 
Yemen, Tim Lenderking, re-
turned on Thursday from a 
trip to Saudi Arabia, Oman, the 
United Arab Emirates and Jor-
dan, where he discussed the hu-
manitarian and economic crisis 
in Yemen with government offi-
cials, Yemenis and international 
partners, the department said 

in a statement.
Since taking office in Jan-

uary, US President Joe Biden 
has made Yemen a priority and 
appointed Lenderking to help 
revive stalled UN peace efforts.

After Lenderking returned 
from a visit last month, the 
State Department accused the 
Houthis of worsening Yemen’s 
humanitarian crisis by attack-
ing Marib, the last northern 
stronghold of the Saudi-backed 
government that the Houthis 
drove out of the capital.

T h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  n o t 
changed.

“The Houthis continue a 
devastating offensive on Mar-
ib that is condemned by the 
international community and 
leaves the Houthis increasingly 
isolated,” the State Department  
said.

Lenderking had talked to 
Yemenis about strengthening 
“inclusive processes” that could 
help citizens discuss the coun-
try’s future and increase efforts 
towards peace, it said.

Armed Houthi followers ride on the back of a truck after participating in a 
funeral of Houthi fighters killed in recent fighting against government forces in 
Yemen’s oil-rich province of Marib, in Sanaa, Yemen

Yemen fuel tanker could 
explode at any moment
TDT | Manama 

Greenpeace warned Thurs-
day that a long-abandoned 

fuel tanker off war-torn Yem-
en’s coast could “explode at 
any moment,” urging UN action 
to prevent a catastrophic Red 
Sea oil spill.

The 45-year-old fuel vessel 
FSO Safer has 1.1 million bar-
rels of crude onboard, and has 
been abandoned near Yemen’s 
western port of Hodeida since 
2015.

“The FSO Safer is rusting 

at anchor and could break 
or explode at any moment,” 
said Greenpeace spokesman 
Ahmed El Droubi.

“It’s not if, it’s when,” Droubi 
added.

Facebook suspends 
Trump’s account for 
two years

Reuters 

Facebook Inc yesterday 
suspended former US 

President Donald Trump 
from its platform until at 
least January 2023 in a deci-
sion that has been watched 
closely for signals on how 
the company will treat 
rule-breaking world leaders 
in the future.

The social media giant’s 
independent oversight 
board in May upheld its 
block on Trump, which was 
enforced in the wake of the 
Jan. 6 riot at the US Capitol 
over concerns that his posts 
were inciting violence.

However, the board ruled 
it was wrong to make the 
ban indefinite and gave it 
six months to determine a 
“proportionate response.”

Trump’s suspension was 
effective from the initial 
date in January and will 
only be reinstated if condi-
tions permit, Facebook said 
in a blog post.

Egypt sends building equipment to 
begin Gaza reconstruction -state TV P6

Details of booster dose to be 
revealed soon: Dr Al Qahtani
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain will announce 
the details of receiving 
the booster dose in the 

next few days, said Dr Manaf 
Al Qahtani. 

“The authorities in the 
coming days will announce all 
details regarding the planned 
booster dose, selection of ben-
eficiaries, causes, and vaccine 
types,” said the Infectious 
Diseases Consultant & Micro-
biologist at the BDF Hospital 
and Member of the National 
Taskforce Combating the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

“We will explain the medi-
cal and scientific aspect of the 
concept of the booster dose, 
which is one of the strategies 
in place for eliminating the 

Coronavirus pandemic,” he 
added. 

Dr Al  Qahtani  further 
stressed that Team Bahrain 
is exerting all its capabilities 
to achieve this goal, consid-
ering the local and regional 
situations. 

All team members, includ-
ing the vaccination committee, 
public health specialists, doc-
tors, medical team staff, are 
working to put this strategy 
into practice.

Getting vaccinated, booster 
shots and vaccines for 12-17 
year olds protects everyone

Register
now

healthalert.gov.bh
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Bahrain shift focus to 
Iran test
Senior men’s national foot-
ball team looking to ride 
their momentum from 8-0 
drubbing of Cambodia on 
Thursday into their crucial 
qualifier against Iranian 
counterparts on Monday 
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