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Focus on reversing the climate crisis

Bahrain joins global nations in celebrating the World Environment Day
Natural Reserves in the Kingdom

TDT | Manama

ahrain yesterday marked
World Environment Day
by pledging its allegiance
to the United Nations in the bat-
tle to reverse the climate crisis.

“The day observed worldwide
on June 5 provides us an op-
portunity to re-affirm commit-
ment to protecting the environ-
ment,” said HH Shaikh Abdulla
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, HM the
King’s Personal Representative
and President of the Supreme
Council for Environment.

He added: “It also an oppor-
tunity to pledge to exert utmost
efforts to restore and preserve
the ecosystem to the fullest.”

Bahrain, he said, is paying
utmost attention to protecting
the ecosystem and supporting
international efforts to preserve
biodiversity.

“Marine reserves set up by the
Kingdom had helped it achieve
21% of the Aichi Biodiversity
Targets, which calls for the es-
tablishment of conservation
plans for species threatened
with extinction,” he stressed.

The Tubli Bay, the Mashtan
Island, the Hawar Islands, the
Dawhat Arad, the Northern
Hayrat, and the Hayr Bulthamah
are the six reserves in the King-
dom. Bahrain also has one wild-
life sanctuary in the form of Al
Areen.

There are about 323 species
of wild birds in the Kingdom, of
which 40 are Bahrain specific
or 12.4% of the total number of
registered species.

The Supreme Council for En-
vironment, he said, had imple-
mented several strategic initia-
tives and projects to protect and
preserve the ecosystem here,

Arad Bay is one of the most prominent coastal mangrove reserves in Bahrain.
The mangrove trees enhance the cohesion of the soil and provide a haven for
small fish. Millions of small and micro-organisms that are important for the
marine environment live in the sands of this protected marine sanctuary.

Al Areen Wildlife Park, established in 1976, covers an area of 5.4 km 2. It is the
fir§t project.of its kind in the region and aims to preserve endangered rare Arah

The Hawar Islands Reserve is approximately 26 kilometres southeast of Ras El
Bar, the island of Bahrain. They include six major islands, in addition to more
than 30 small ones, with a total area of about 51.4 square kilometres. The
maximum length of the largest island, Hawar, is about 17 kilometres, and its
width is 3 kilometres, while its maximum height is 19 meters.

The Mashtan Island and the areas surrounding it are crucial for the biodiversity
of Bahrain. There are many rare marine plants in it, of which identified seven
different kinds. The island also homes many marine creatures that have direct
economic returns.

which includes the various laws
to protect endangered species.

Tubli Bay is a nature reserve as per Cabinet Resolution No (1341) issued on April
16, 1995. The reclamation and construction were regulated in the sanctuary
covering a total area of 13.5 km 2. Tubli Bay was declared a protected reserve
within the sites included in the Convention on Wetlands of International
Importance (RAMSAR) of 1997.

The Hayr Bulthama Reserve is located 70 km north of Muharraq and covers an
area of 7.8 km2. With an average depth of 12 meters, Hayr Bulthama is not as
deep as neighbouring areas. However, it is relatively deeper when compared
to overall Bahrain’s territorial waters, where the maximum depth reaches 69
meters. The weather at the Hayr Bulthama is better than the rest of the coasts
of Bahrain, with temperatures less than 3 to 5 degrees Celsius.

“Bahrain is looking forward with the UN Environment Pro- West Asia in its studies and

to enhancing its cooperation gramme’s Regional Office for projects to confront the envi-

His Highness Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad
Al Khalifa

ronmental crisis,” added Shaikh
Khalifa.

The focus is on “addressing
high rates of animal and plant
extinction, and continued rise
in global temperatures, espe-
cially in light of the Coronavirus
pandemic.”

Bahrain’s celebration of the
world event, HH Shaikh Abdulla
said, is in line with the directives
of His Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa.

“The initiatives and projects
implemented by the SCE enjoy
the support of HRH Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, and are consistent with the
Bahrain Economic Vision 2030,”
he added.

The theme of World Environ-
ment Day this year is “Reima-
gine. Recreate. Restore”. The
United Nations launched the day
in the early 70s.

This year, the United Nations
wants each nation to pledge for
reversing the mindless practic-
es that are polluting our cities,
coasts and forests.

New Horlzon School observes World Environment Day

The New Horizon School observed World Environment Day on 3rd June 2021 with the Theme Ecosystem Restoration. The school’s Science Department conducted a
special assembly with a skit “Protect Our Nature” on the importance of plants for existence. Students presented a song on ‘Giving Back life to our Mother Earth’.
Kindergarten students presented a video highlighting how best we can use waste to protect our environment. The students, as part of an activity ‘Best out of
Waste’, created useful products using discarded materials

COVIDA19 violations: actions
taken against 27 restaurants

TDT | Manama

l l ealth Ministry yesterday
announced taking actions

against 27 restaurants and ca-
fes for COVID-19 violations.
The actions were during in-
spections conducted yester-
day at over 187 restaurants and

cafes.

“Judicial control officers
took necessary legal measures
against the violators,” the min-
istry said.

Some of the stores, the min-
istry said, were alerted of their
mistakes and were ordered to
correct them immediately.

NMS Bahrain Enwronment day celebrations

NMS- Bahrain held the World Environment Day celebration through its online platform on the 2nd and 3rd of June 2021. Students
making paper and T-shirt bags and Orange peel bird feeder, group discussions and speech on environmental issues. Activities also included guided yoga sessions, drawing, singing songs and dancing to the songs on environmental sensitivity. Students
also took part in an online pledge to develop a strong bond of love and care towards the environment. Principal Arun Kuumar Sharma, School Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai and Managing Director Geetha Pillai appreciated the efforts of students, teachers

and parents
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