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Sultan Bargash bin Said under Brit-
ish pressure closes the infamous 
slave market of Zanzibar in modern 
day Tanzania

State of siege proclaimed 
in Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini 
arrested

Six-Day War begins between 
Israel and the neighbouring 
Arab states of Egypt, Jordan 
and Syria

Palestinian Sirhan Sirhan shoots Robert 
F. Kennedy three times, who dies the 
next day. and wounds 5 others at the Am-
bassador Hotel in Los Angeles, California
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Corruption betrays 
people and under-

mines democracies. It 
steals trillions of dol-
lars from people every-
where – usually those 
most in need. Turning 
the tide against this 
crime is essential if 
we are to achieve the 
#GlobalGoals, promote 
peace, and protect hu-
man rights.

@antonioguterres

“If anything, recent 
atrocities appear to 

have increased support 
for the” Tigray rebels. 
“One 19-year-old said she 
was raped by an Ethiopi-
an soldier and is now six 
months pregnant.”

@KenRoth

Th i s  # Vo l u n t e e r-
sWeek, I  want to 

thank all volunteers who 
have played a vital role 
throughout the pandem-
ic – from supporting the 
vulnerable during lock-
down, to helping rollout 
the vaccine programme. 
Your contribution has 
been invaluable.

@BorisJohnson

Reviewed India’s vac-
cination drive in-

cluding the steps being 
taken to assist vaccine 
manufacturers and the 
need to further reduce 
vaccine wastage. 

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Sri Lanka sued over ship 
disaster as oil spill looms
Foreign experts deployed for oil spill from ‘dangerous cargo’ that burnt for 13 days

• Singapore-registered 
ship has been slowly 
sinking into the Indian 
Ocean since Wednesday

Reuters | Washington

Environmentalists yester-
day sued the Sri Lankan 
government and operators 

of a container ship loaded with 
chemicals and plastic that burned 
offshore for almost two weeks, as 
international experts prepared to 
deal with a possible oil spill.

The private Centre for Environ-
ment Justice (CEJ) petitioned the 
Supreme Court alleging that local 
authorities should have been able 
to prevent what they called the 
“worst marine disaster” in Sri 
Lanka’s history.

The Singapore-registered MV 
X-Press Pearl has been slowly 
sinking into the Indian Ocean 
since Wednesday after a fire that 
raged for 13 days within sight of 
the coast.

Tonnes of microplastic granules 
from the ship have swamped an 
80-kilometre (50-mile) stretch of 
beach which has been declared off 
limits for residents. Fishing in the 
area was also banned.

The CEJ said government inac-
tion was “against the concepts and 
principles of environmental law”. 
A hearing is yet to be fixed.

It said the crew knew of an 
acid leak on May 11, long before 
entering Sri Lankan waters, and 
local authorities should not have 
allowed the vessel in.

The legal challenge seeking 
unspecified damages came as 
foreign experts were deployed 
to help Sri Lanka contain a po-
tential oil leak from the burnt-out  
wreckage.

Representatives from the In-
ternational Tankers Owners Pol-
lution Federation (ITOPF) and Oil 
Spill Response (OSR) were on-
shore monitoring the ship, the 
operators of the vessel, X-Press 
Feeders, said.

“They continue to coordinate 
with MEPA (the Marine Envi-
ronment Protection Authority) 
and the Sri Lankan navy on an 
established plan to deal with any 
possible spill of oil and other pol-
lutants,” the Singaporean com-
pany said.

Its chief executive, Shmuel 
Yoskovitz, apologised to Sri Lanka 
for the disaster.

“I’d like to express my deep 
regrets and apologies to the Sri 

Lankan people for the harm this 
incident has caused to the liveli-
hood and to the environment of 
Sri Lanka,” Yoskovitz told Chan-
nel News Asia.

Second dive aborted 
Choppy seas and poor visibil-

ity prevented navy divers from 
checking the hull for a second day 
yesterday, Sri Lanka navy spokes-
person Indika de Silva said.

He said a team reached the 
sinking vessel and made a cur-
sory inspection on Thursday, but 
could not carry out their mission 
because of poor visibility.

Meanwhile, the MEPA has read-
ied oil dispersants and skimmers 
should the vessel leak its 350 
tonnes of fuel oil, believed to be 
still in its tanks, and cause further 
massive environmental degra-
dation.

An Indian coastguard vessel in 
the area has equipment to deal 

with an oil slick, according to the 
Sri Lankan navy, which has re-
quested assistance with the op-
eration.

Sri Lanka’s Harbour Master 
Nirmal Silva said yesterday that 
no oil had leaked 48 hours after 
the stern submerged.

“Looking at the way the ship 
burnt, expert opinion is that bun-
ker oil may have burnt out, but we 
are preparing for the worst-case 
scenario,” Silva said.

The vessel was carrying 81 
containers of “dangerous cargo” 
including acids and lead ingots.

Sri Lankan authorities believe 
the fire was caused by a nitric acid 
leak which the crew apparently 
knew about nine days before the 
blaze started.

Ports in Qatar and India had re-
fused to offload the leaking nitric 
acid and the vessel arrived in Sri 
Lankan waters with the leak.

News in brief 
 u France 
said it was 
suspending 

its joint military operations with local 
troops in Mali as part of efforts to 
pressure the military junta there to 
restore a civilian-led government. Mali’s 
military arrested interim President Bah 
Ndaw and Prime Minister Moctar Ouane 
last week and pressured them to resign, 
derailing a transition to democratic elections 
after another military coup last August.

 u The Canadian 
government said it would 
direct more resources to 
First Nations police and address systemic 
racism in the justice system and law 
enforcement to tackle violence against 
indigenous women, but gave no time 
frame for achieving its “transformative 
changes.” The government vowed to give 
indigenous communities more control over 
some social services and improve access to 
health care. Its plan comes two years after a report into the deaths of more than 
1,000 aboriginal women and girls in recent decades called it a national genocide.

 u Eduardo 
Pazuello, 
a Brazilian 

army general who rankled feathers 
among many officials and fellow military 
officials for appearing at a campaign 
rally with President Jair Bolsonaro, will 
not be disciplined, the army said in a 
statement. Pazuello appeared at a political 
rally for Bolsonaro in May, where he spoke 

with the right-wing leader’s arm draped over his shoulder. The incident alarmed 
many given Bolsonaro’s open nostalgia for the nation’s 1964 to 1985 military 
dictatorship and his cozy relationship with some elements of the armed forces, 
many members of which hold key positions in his government.

 u A four-storey 
building collapsed in 
western Rio de Janeiro 
before, killing at least one infant and one 
adult and damaging nearby residences, the 
city’s fire department said. Four people 
were rescued from the debris. The irregular 
construction consisted of four small homes 
built atop one another. A spokesperson for the 
fire department said. City officials confirmed 
to The Associated Press in an email that the structure had no licence. 

 u A Guatemalan judge accused of ties to an influence peddling scheme 
was sworn in to the country’s top court, just days before a visit by the US vice 
president that is expected to focus on regional anti-corruption efforts. Judge Nester 
Vasquez took the oath to serve on the Constitutional Court in front of lawmakers in 
Congress who ratified his controversial appointment earlier this week.

France halts joint army operations 
with Malian forces over coup

Brazilian army exonerates general 
criticized for appearance with Bolsonaro

Canada vows action on violence 
against indigenous women

Toddler and man die as building 
collapses in Rio de Janeiro

Egypt sends building equipment 
to begin Gaza reconstruction
• The Egyptian 
equipment and crews 
will remove debris 
and rubble from 
buildings destroyed 
by last month’s 
devastating Israeli 
air strikes on Gaza

Reuters | Cairo 

Egypt has sent a convoy of 
engineers and building 

equipment to Gaza to begin re-
construction in the Palestinian 
enclave after the recent Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict, Egyp-
tian state television reported 
yesterday.

Dozens of bulldozers, cranes 
and trucks flying Egyptian 
flags lined up along the bor-
der to begin crossing into the 
Gaza Strip, television pictures  
showed.

Palestinians lined the street 
on the Gaza side of the Rafah 
crossing to welcome the con-
voy as it rumbled into the small 
coastal enclave. A Palestinian 
border official said 50 vehicles 
had crossed.

“We rushed with all our mon-
ey, equipment, and what we 

owned to join the Palestinians 
in the rebuilding. Every Muslim 
and every Egyptian wishes to 
take part in [the reconstruc-
tion],” Egyptian truck driver 
Mahmoud Ismail told Reuters 
in Gaza.

Eleven days of conflict be-
tween Israel and Hamas, the 
Palestinian Islamist rulers of 
Gaza, erupted on May 10. More 
than 250 Palestinians were 
killed in hundreds of Israeli air 
strikes in Gaza. Rockets fired by 
Gaza militants killed 13 people 
in Israel.

Egypt played a major role in 
brokering a ceasefire between 
both sides and has said it would 
allocate $500 million to fund 
the rebuilding of devastated 

areas in Gaza.
Hamas spokesman Hazem 

Qassem yesterday reiterated 
the group’s appreciation of 
Egyptian contributions to the 
rebuilding efforts.

Gaza’s housing ministry said 
1,500 housing units were de-
stroyed during the fighting, 
another 1,500 housing units 
had been damaged beyond re-
pair and 17,000 suffered partial 
damage. A ministry official put 
the cost of rebuilding at $150 
million.

Egypt in February opened 
the Rafah crossing until further 
notice after Palestinian factions 
moved towards reconciliation 
following talks in Cairo.

It had previously been open-
ing the crossing for only a few 
days at a time to allow stranded 
travellers to pass. 

Putin inks law to ban ‘extremists’ from 
elections amid Navalny crackdown

AFP | Moscow

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin yesterday signed 

legislation that bars members 
of “extremist” organisations 
from running for office, a move 
allies of jailed Kremlin crit-
ic Alexei Navalny say aims to 
sideline them from parliamen-
tary election this year.

Putin’s approval of the law 
comes days before a court will 
consider outlawing Navalny’s 
anti-corruption foundation 
and regional campaign groups 
on the grounds they are ex-
tremist.

The law bars members or 
heads of groups declared ex-
tremist from running for seats 
in the State Duma, the lower 
house of parliament, or tak-
ing part in other elections for 
periods ranging from three to 
five years.

The legislation effectively 
derails campaigns for the par-
liament announced by some 
Navalny allies, including Ly-
ubol Sobol, who is being prose-
cuted over a protest in support 
of the opposition politician.

The signing by Putin co-
incides with Navalny’s 45th 
birthday, which is he marking 
behind bars as he serves a 2.5-
year sentence for embezzle-
ment charges that he says are 

trumped up.
Navalny’s team -- which 

says the extremism allegations 
are an attempt to blunt their 
political opposition at parlia-
mentary election in September 
-- said sarcastically that the 
law was “a special birthday 
greeting from the Kremlin”.

In a post on his Instagram 
account, Navalny said he 
wasn’t bothered by having to 
celebrate his birthday in jail 
and that he would celebrate 
all his missed birthdays once 
he is released.

Lebanon urges UN to find funds to keep Hariri trial alive
AFP | Beirut

Lebanon yesterday urged the 
United Nations to urgently 

consider “alternative means” to 
fund a UN-backed court on its 
ex-premier Rafic Hariri’s mur-
der that may close over a cash 
crunch.

“Taking into account the on-
going acute crises that Leba-
non suffers from... (we) would 
be grateful to Your Excellency 
for urgently exploring differ-
ent and alternative means of 
financing” the Special Tribunal 
for Lebanon, caretaker prime 
minister Hassan Diab wrote 
in a letter to UN chief Antonio  
Guterres.

The STL, set up to try suspects 
in the 2005 killing of Hariri, 
said this week it risks closure by 
the end of July without a cash 
injection.

The court based in the Neth-
erlands on Thursday cancelled 
the opening of a new trial of a 
convicted suspect that had been 
set for June 16 “due to lack of 
funds”.

The STL is estimated to have 
cost between $600 million and 
$1 billion since it opened in 
2009.

It draws 51 percent of its 
budget from donor countries 
and the rest from Lebanon, 
which is grappling with its 
deepest economic crisis since 
the 1975-1990 civil war.

The World Bank said this 
week that Lebanon’s finan-
cial downturn is likely to rank 
among the world’s worst since 
the mid-19th century.

In his appeal, Diab called on 
UN member states to keep the 
court alive.

“The most painful conse-
quences of the cessation of the 

STL’s work lie in the reflection 
of a fragmented and incomplete 
justice,” he said.

‘Killed twice’ 
Sunni billionaire Hariri, who 

had stepped down as Lebanon’s 
prime minister in October 2004, 
was killed in a February 2005 
suicide blast targeting his ar-
moured convoy.

The attack in Beirut also 
killed 21 other people and in-
jured 226.

Born from a United Nations 
Security Council resolution, the 

STL last year sentenced Hez-
bollah suspect Salim Ayyash in 
absentia to life imprisonment 
over the 2005 truck bombing.

The tribunal was meant to 
begin next week another tri-
al for Ayyash, who remains on 
the run, in a separate case over 
three attacks targeting Leba-
nese politicians between 2004 
and 2005.

Responding to news of the 
trial’s cancellation, the families 
of victims who died in the at-
tacks warned against impunity 
from justice.

Building equipment, sent by Egypt for Palestinians, arrive in southern Gaza Strip

A woman walks past building equipment, sent by Egypt for Palestinians

No evidence mystery UFOs are alien spacecraft, report finds: NYTimes
AFP | New York

There is no evidence that un-
explained aerial phenome-

na spotted in recent years by US 
military personnel are aliens, an 
upcoming government report 
quoted by The New York Times 
Thursday said, but officials still 
can’t explain the mysterious air-
craft.

The newspaper, which cited 
senior administration officials 
briefed on the findings of the 
highly anticipated report, said 
they were able to confirm the un-
usual vessels were not the product 
of secret Pentagon technology.

But the review of more than 
120 incidents over the past two 
decades was unable to explain 
the mysterious movements of the 
craft, which include unusual ac-
celeration, direction changes and 
the ability to rapidly submerge.

And while senior officials told 
the Times the lack of clear find-
ings means that while there’s 
no evidence of alien technology 
behind the phenomena, it’s also 
impossible to rule out.

One senior official briefed on 
the report said intelligence and 
military officials increasingly 
worry the phenomena could be 
China or Russia experimenting 

with hypersonic technology.
The upcoming report -- expect-

ed to be released to Congress by 
June 25 -- will have a classified 
annex, officials told the Times, 
which will likely fuel speculation 

that aliens are actually behind the 
encounters.

The Pentagon last year released 
videos taken by US Navy pilots 
showing in-flight encounters with 
the unusual aircraft.

And the mystery was further 
drummed up by former officials 
with access to classified intelli-
gence.

“What is true -- and I’m actually 
being serious here -- is that there’s 
footage and records of objects in 
the skies that we don’t know ex-
actly what they are,” former pres-
ident Barack Obama told “The 
Late Late Show” last month.

The US military no longer de-
scribes them as unidentified fly-
ing objects, or UFOs, instead us-
ing the term “unidentified aerial 
phenomena.”

S.Korean air force 
chief resigns over 
death, sexual 
abuse of sergeant
Reuters | London

South Korea’s air force 
chief resigned yesterday, 

apologising and taking re-
sponsibility for the death of 
a member of the force who 
took her own life, according 
to her family, after being sex-
ually harassed by a colleague.

Lee Seong-yong offered to 
step down a day after an air 
force master sergeant was 
arrested on charges of mo-
lesting and injuring a female 
colleague of the same rank 
in March.

The family of the victim 
said she had suffered men-
tal distress and persistent 
bullying, and accused the air 
force of trying to cover up 
the assault and silence her 
over the past two months.

President Moon Jae-in 
immediately accepted Lee’s 
resignation, his press sec-
retary said, making him the 
shortest serving South Ko-
rean air force chief after ap-
pointing him in September. 

A still image from video released by the Department of Defense shows a 2004 
encounter near San Diego between two Navy F/A-18F jets and an unknown object

Russian President Vladimir Putin chairs a meeting with leaders of the United 
Russia party via a video conference

A billboard bearing a portrait of late Lebanese premier Rafiq Hariri is 
displayed with the Arabic slogan “The Era of Justice” on a main road in the 
Lebanese capital Beirut (file photo)

MV X-Press Pearl sinks after burning outside Colombo’s harbour

We rushed with all our 
money, equipment, 

and what we owned to 
join the Palestinians 

in the rebuilding. 
Every Muslim and 

every Egyptian wishes 
to take part in [the 

reconstruction]
EGYPTIAN TRUCK DRIVER MAHMOUD ISMAIL

Intelligence officials 
were able to confirm 
the unusual vessels 

were not the product 
of secret Pentagon 

technology -- but still 
couldn’t explain the 
mysterious craft

KNOW WHAT

The law bars mem-
bers or heads of 

groups declared ex-
tremist from running 
for seats in the State 

Duma, the lower 
house of parliament, 

or taking part in 
other elections for 

periods ranging from 
three to five years

KNOW WHAT

Special Tribunal for 
Lebanon, set up to try 
suspects in the 2005 
killing of Hariri, is es-
timated to have cost 

between $600 million 
and $1 billion since it 

opened in 2009

KNOW WHAT

The escape of mi-
croplastic granules 

from the ship’s cargo 
has already forced 
a fishing ban and 

prompted concern for 
the marine environ-
ment as well as the 
local economy

KNOW

BETTER

173,143,547

3,723,139

155,925,296

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+249,112 

+6,286 

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 265,489 15,222 194,291 55,976

Saudi 
Arabia

455,418 +1,201 7,424 +16 438,206 9,788

UAE 579,009 +2,062 1,691 +2 558,584 18,734

Kuwait 314,569 +1,280 1,787 +4 298,485 14,297

Oman 220,702 2,385 202,021 16,296

Qatar 218,263 +183 565 +2 214,625 3,073

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 34,178,104 611,710

2 India 28,685,804 343,954

3 Brazil 16,803,472 469,784

4 France 5,694,076 109,857

5 Turkey 5,276,468 47,976

6 Russia 5,108,129 123,037

7 UK 4,506,016 127,823

8 Italy 4,227,719 126,415

9 Argentina 3,884,447 79,320

10 Germany 3,702,866 89,637

11 Spain 3,697,987 80,196

12 Colombia 3,488,046 90,353

13 Iran 2,954,309 80,813

14 Poland 2,874,411 74,101

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing


