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Belarus opposition condemn 
jailed activist interview
Opposition decries ‘hostage’ video as Belarus airs confession of detained journalist

• European powers 
slam interview

AFP | Minsk

Belarusian opposition 
leader Svetlana Tikhano-
vskaya on yesterday dis-

missed an interview shown 
on state television in Belarus 
with a journalist arrested after 
his plane was forced to land in 
Minsk.

Germany also slammed the 
interview with Roman Protase-
vich as a “disgrace”, while Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary Dominic 
Raab said he was “clearly under 
duress”.

Speaking during a visit to 
Warsaw, Tikhanovskaya said: 
“All such videos are shot under 
pressure.”

“We should not believe any 
of the words of these people, 
including Roman Protasevich,” 
said Tikhanovskaya, who ran 
against Belarusian strongman 
Alexander Lukashenko in an 
election last year.

“They are done after torture,” 
she said, adding: “The task of 
political prisoners is to survive”.

Protasevich was arrested on 
May 23 along with his girlfriend 
Sofia Sapega when their Ryanair 
flight from Athens to Vilnius 
was diverted, intercepted by a 
Belarusian fighter jet and made 

to land.
The interview with Protase-

vich, the co-founder and former 
editor of opposition Telegram 
channel Nexta which galvanised 
anti-government demonstra-
tions, was broadcast on Thurs-
day.

Looking uncomfortable in the 
video, Protasevich said he had 
called for protests last year and 
praised Lukashenko.

His supporters said he ap-
peared to have marks on his 
wrists.

At the end of the 1.5-hour in-
terview broadcast by Belarus 
state-run channel ONT Thurs-
day evening, Protasevich began 
crying and covered his face with 
his hands.

The 26-year-old’s father, 
Dmitry Protasevich, told AFP 
on Thursday that the video was 

the result of “abuse, torture and 
threats.”

“I know my son very well and 
I believe that he would never 
say such things,” he told AFP.

“They broke him and forced 
him to say what was needed,” 
he said, adding it pained him to 
watch the interview.

“I am very worried.”
Belarusian authorities accuse 

Protasevich of organising mass 
riots, a charge that could land 
him in prison for 15 years.

 ‘Contempt for democracy’
Raab called the interview 

with Protasevich “disturbing”.
“Those involved in the film-

ing, coercion and direction of 
the interview must be held ac-
countable,” he said on Twitter.

In Germany, government 
spokesman Steffen Seibert said 

that Protasevich’s supposed 
confession was “absolutely dis-
graceful and implausible”.

He accused Belarusian au-
thorities of “mentally and pos-
sibly physically” pressuring him 
to speak.

“That is a disgrace for the 
broadcaster showing (the in-
terview) and for the Belarusian 
leadership which is once again 
showing its contempt for de-
mocracy and, it must be said, for 
humanity,” Seibert said.

Protasevich and Sapega are 
accused of helping to coordinate 
historic demonstrations that 
broke out following Lukashen-
ko’s disputed re-election last 
August.

In response to the protests, 
Belarus authorities waged a 
brutal crackdown on the oppo-
sition and civil society, detain-
ing and imprisoning thousands 
of demonstrators and pushing 
opposition leaders into exile.

Rohingya refugee boat lands in 
Indonesia after 113-day voyage

AFP | Yangon

A boat carrying dozens of 
Rohingya refugees that set 

sail in February but had been 
adrift in the Andaman Sea with 
engine failure has landed on 
an Indonesian island after a 
voyage of more than 100 days, 
a human rights official said 
yesterday.

The vessel sailed on Feb. 
11 from Cox’s Bazar in Bang-
ladesh carrying 90 Rohingya 
refugees, most of them women 
and children, with the hope of 
reaching Malaysia.

But the boat’s engine failed 
four days after leaving Cox’s 
Bazar, where refugee camps 
house hundreds of thousands 
of Rohingya Muslims who 
have fled neighbouring My-
anmar.  

“We have learnt that the 
81 (refugees) were fine, they 
landed on Idaman Island in 
Aceh (Indonesia),” said Chris 
Lewa, director of the Arakan 
Project, a group that monitors 
the Rohingya crisis.

“They are not 100% safe 
there yet. We hope they will 
not be pushed back,” Lewa 

said.
Of the 90 people who set 

out on the voyage, eight were 
found dead by Indian Coast 
Guards who had tracked and 
later repaired the vessel in 
February.

Indian authorities provided 
food and essential supplies to 
survivors but refused to let 
them set foot on their shores. 
Bangladesh, too, denied re-en-
try to 81 survivors.  

New Israel finance minister to bring 
more Orthodox Jews into workforce

Reuters | Tel Aviv

Israel’s likely new finance 
minister, Avigdor Lieber-

man, said on Thursday that 
economic growth and raising 
the number of ultra-Orthodox 
Jews in the workforce would 
be his main goals.

Lieberman’s nationalist Yis-
rael Beitenu and seven oth-
er parties reached a coalition 
agreement on Wednesday 
night that would unseat Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
if it is ratified by parliament.

“This coalition will focus 
mainly on economic issues,” 
Lieberman, a former defence 
minister, told Israel’s Channel 
13.

He said one major challenge 
would be to bring Israel’s “un-
reasonable” budget deficit un-
der control.

Another was to bring ul-
tra-Orthodox men into the 

labour force - currently only 
around half of them work, the 
others are devoted full-time to 
religious studies and rely on 
government allowances and 
handouts from donors.

“We will do everything to 
provide them an education and 
enable them to learn a profes-
sion and stand on their own 
two feet, as opposed to char-
ity and all the stipends,” he  
said.

Arctic sea ice thinning faster than expected, new study shows
AFP | London

Sea ice in the Arctic’s coastal 
regions may be thinning up 

to twice as fast as previously 
thought, according to a new 
study, with worrying implica-
tions for climate change.

The analysis, led by research-
ers at Britain’s University Col-
lege London (UCL), concluded 
the ice in the coastal regions 
was thinning at a rate 70 to 100 
percent faster than the estab-
lished consensus.

The dramatic reassessment 
comes after the team used more 
up-to-date maps of snow depth 
on the ice, which has been re-
treating for decades as the plan-
et warms.

“We believe our new calcula-
tions are a major step forward in 
terms of more accurately inter-
preting the data we have from 
satellites,” said UCL professor 
Julienne Stroeve, who co-au-
thored the study published in 
The Cryosphere journal.

“We hope this work can be 
used to better assess the per-
formance of climate models that 
forecast the effects of long-term 
climate change in the Arctic,” 
she said.

The region, home to millions 
of square kilometres of ice es-
sential for keeping the planet 
cool, is warming at three times 
the global rate, Stroeve said.

Sea ice thickness is estimated 
by measuring the height of the 
ice above the water. But that 
measurement is distorted by 
snow weighing the ice floes 
down.

Scientists had adjusted for 
this using a map of snow depth 

in the Arctic that UCL said did 
not account for the impact of 
climate change.

“Previous calculations of sea 
ice thickness are based on a 
snow map last updated 20 years 
ago,” said Robbie Mallett, a PhD 
student who led the study.

“Because sea ice has begun 
forming later and later in the 
year, the snow on top has less 
time to accumulate.

“Our calculations account for 
this declining snow depth for 
the first time, and suggest the 
sea ice is thinning faster than 
we thought.”

Global tensions 
The researchers used a Euro-

pean Space Agency satellite to 
time how long it takes for radar 
waves to bounce back from the 
ice, allowing them to calculate 
its height above the water and 
infer the ice’s total thickness.

The UCL team complemented 
that estimate with a new snow 
model developed in partnership 
with Colorado State University 
in the United States.

It calculates snow depth and 
density using inputs such as air 
temperature, snowfall and ice 
motion data, to track how much 
snow accumulates on sea ice 
as it moves around the Arctic 
Ocean.

The combined results allowed 
the scientists to gauge the over-
all rate of decline in ice thick-
ness, as well as its variability 
from year to year.

Mallett noted sea ice thick-
ness from across the region is 
crucial because it is “a sensitive 
indicator of the health of the 
Arctic”.

Thicker ice acts as an insulat-
ing blanket, stopping the ocean 
from warming up the atmos-
phere in winter, and protecting 

the ocean from the sunshine in 
summer, he said.

“Thinner ice is also less like-
ly to survive during the Arctic 
summer melt.”

The UCL study follows a re-
port last month by the Arctic 
Monitoring and Assessment 
Programme warning of an in-
creased risk of the region’s sea 
ice disappearing completely in 
summer, before reforming in 
winter.

The retreat of the ice is fuel-
ling geopolitical tensions as 
countries eye the polar north’s 
untapped resources and the 
potential for new maritime  
routes.

Last month, Arctic countries 
including the United States and 
Russia pledged to fight climate 
change and to preserve peace in 
the region as its strategic impor-
tance rises.

Rohingya refugees sit on a makeshift boat as they get interrogated by the 
Bangladesh Border Guard

Ultra-Orthodox Jews take part in the “Mayim Shelanu” ceremony to collect 
water from a natural spring, near Jerusalem

A polar bear jumps to an iceberg in the Arctic

We should not believe 
any of the words of 

these people, including 
Roman Protasevich. 
They are done after 
torture. The task of 

political prisoners is to 
survive

SVETLANA TIKHANOVSKAYA

We will do everything 
to provide them an 

education and enable 
them to learn a 

profession and stand 
on their own two feet, 
as opposed to charity 
and all the stipends

AVIGDOR LIEBERMAN

The Rohingya are 
a minority group, 
most of whom are 

denied citizenship by 
Buddhist-majority 

Myanmar, which con-
siders them illegal 
immigrants from 

Bangladesh
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Thicker ice acts as an 
insulating blanket, 
stopping the ocean 

from warming up the 
atmosphere in winter, 

and protecting the 
ocean from the sun-

shine in summer. Thin-
ner ice is less likely 

to survive during the 
Arctic summer melt
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Belarus police detain journalist Roman Protasevich in Minsk (file photo)

Ariana Grande gifted a tandem bike from PETA
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Ariana Grande was gifted a
vegan tandem bicycle by 

PETA as a wedding present.
The ‘Positions’ hitmaker tied 

the knot with Dalton Gomez in a 
private ceremony at their home 
in Montecito, California, last 
month, and to celebrate the spe-
cial occasion, the couple have 
received a thoughtful gift from 
animal rights organisation PETA.

Ariana and Dalton are both 
animal lovers, and so according 
to TMZ, PETA decided to ship 
them a vegan friendly tandem 
bike for their romantic dates 
riding around in the Californian 
sunshine.

The bike features a faux leath-
er seat and is built from parts 

and paint that didn’t use any 
animal products in their con-
struction.

Meanwhile, it was recently 
confirmed 27-year-old Ariana 
was walked down the aisle 
by both her parents, Joan 
Grande and Ed Butera, on 
her wedding day.

Vogue magazine, who 
published a number of 
photos from the wed-
ding, revealed last 
month: “As the lyrics 
of ‘Thank U, Next’ 
predicted (‘One day 
I’ll walk down the 
aisle / Holding 
hands with my 
m a m a ’ ) ,  A r i a-
na’s mother, Joan 
Grande, gave her 

away, although in real life she 
did so alongside Ariana’s father, 
Ed Butera, which was a personal 
high point and one of the most 

special moments for the bride.
“Dalton, wearing a Tom 

Ford suit, waited beneath 
flowers suspended from 
the ceiling. Then the 

couple said their vows, 
committing to happily 

ever after, in love for-
ever.”

According to the publi-
cation, Ariana and Dalton 
- who got engaged in De-
cember after just under
a year of dating - “knew
very early in the plan-
ning process” that they 
wanted to exchange 

their vows at their house.

Demi Lovato says 
being the ‘breadwinner’ 
changed family dynamic
Fox | Los Angeles

Demi Lovato’s career in
Hollywood started when 

the entertainer was a child. 
The singer, who recently 

came out as non-binary and 
prefers they/them pronouns, 
first appeared on “Barney and 
Friends” and later worked 
on the Disney Channel show 
“Sonny with a Chance” and the 
Disney movie “Camp Rock.”

Lovato told Drew Barry-
more, also a former child star, 
on the “4D with Demi Lovato” 
podcast that being the “bread-
winner” in the family made 
the dynamic hard. 

“I noticed that when I came 
into the spotlight at a young 
age, and then was the bread-
winner… there wasn’t a dossi-
er, there wasn’t a manual for 
my parents to read and it say, 
‘Here’s what to do to raise a 
child star,’” Lovato explained.

The 28-year-old said 
when their parents 
would try to dis-
cipline them, the 
reply would be: “I 
pay the bills.” 

“I cringe now 
when I think about 
that attitude,” Lo-
vato said. 

Barrymore 
agreed that 
s h e  a l s o 
r e b e l l e d 
a g a i n s t 
being set 
b o u n d -
a r i e s .  “ I 
think it’s the 
parent-child dy-
namic that gets 
completely re-

versed,” she mused. “No won-
der you won’t take an order 
from an authority figure who’s 
no longer an authority figure 
because you’ve now reduced 
them down with finances and 
responsibilities.” 

The talk show host, 46, said 
she now realizes as a parent to 
two daughters how important 
those boundaries are. 

“When you’re a parent, 
you try to compensate 

with so much love and 
you’re almost afraid 
to get into the argu-
ment,” Barrymore 
said.  “So you let 
things slide and then 

you’re like, ‘Oh, there 
s h o u l d ’ v e 

b e e n  a 
boundary 
i n  t h a t 
p l a c e 
probably 
a while 
ago,’ but 
I guess 
I’m only 
re a l i z -

i n g  t h a t 
now.”
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celebs

Across
1- Jessica of “Dark Angel”; 5- Hate the thought of; 10- Super; 14- Overflow; 15- Butler’s 
love; 16- WWII turning point; 17- Fit for service; 18- Umbilicus; 19- Brood; 20- Deformed; 
22- Brought into being; 23- Hardens; 24- Summer coolers; 26- PBS benefactor; 29- Dodge 
model; 31- Atelier items; 35- Wrong; 37- Female rabbits; 39- OPEC member; 40- Breezy; 
41- Heat home; 42- The last Mrs. Chaplin; 43- Skelton’s Kadiddlehopper; 44- Repeat; 45- 
Below; 46- Allow; 48- Be up and about; 50- Alien’s subj.; 51- Grandson of Adam; 53- Actress 
Swenson; 55- Smelling ___; 58- Sheets held in a binder; 63- Cupid; 64- Pooh’s creator; 
65- Spillane’s “___ Jury”; 66- Actress Singer; 67- Mystery writer’s award; 68- Sports figure; 
69- Just ___!; 70- Passed out; 71- Big brass;

 Down 
1- Molecular component; 2- Filmmaker Riefenstahl; 3- Apians; 4- Run up; 5- Make a 
contribution; 6- Ecstatic; 7- Gutter site; 8- Stadium used for sports or musical events; 9- 
Indian dish; 10- Entrance granted; 11- Smell or fragrance; 12- Neck part; 13- Looked at; 21- 
Female lobsters; 22- Multitude; 25- He played Ricky; 26- Civil rights org.; 27- “South Pacific” 
hero; 28- Broadcaster; 30- ___ Ark; 32- Eat away; 33- Ways to the pins; 34- Growl angrily; 
36- Balanced; 38- Given to great feeling; 41- Take ___ your leader; 45- Prod; 47- Social 
connections; 49- Put in; 52- Slip; 54- Elite group; 55- Room in a casa; 56- Old Testament 
book; 57- Knowledge; 59- Gymnast Korbut; 60- Famous last words; 61- Gregory Peck role 
of 1956; 62- Spanakopita ingredient; 64- Kind of school;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Ariana and Dalton are 
both animal lovers, 
and so according to 
TMZ, PETA decided 

to ship them a vegan 
friendly tandem bike 

for their romantic 
dates riding around 
in the Californian 

sunshine
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Paris Hilton to release memoir
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Paris Hilton is set to 
release a memoir.

The 40-year-old 
businesswoman has re-
portedly sold the rights 
to  a  new memoir  to 

HarperCollins imprint Dey 
Street Books, who are the 
same company that pub-
lished Jessica Simpson’s 
best-seller, ‘Open Book’, 
in March this year.

According to Page Six, 
Paris shopped the mem-
oir via literature agent 
Albert Lee at UTA, and 
the upcoming publi-
cation was acquired 
by Dey Street’s edi-
torial director Carrie 
Thornton.

Dey Street de-

scribes Paris’ memoir as “both sear-
ingly honest and deeply personal,” 
and added, “Hilton will share the 
real Paris Hilton as her celebrity 
persona evolved”.

A publishing insider reportedly 
told Page Six the former ‘Simple 
Life’ star is hoping her own memoir 
can capitalise on “the success of Jes-
sica Simpson’s book, and nostalgia 
for early 2000s-era pop culture”.

As of the time of writing, there is 
no title for the book and there is no 
confirmed release date.

However, Paris could be set to go 
into further detail about her life as 
a pop culture icon after previously 
opening up in her YouTube docu-
mentary series, ‘This Is Paris’.

In the series, the beauty discussed 
the alleged abuse she suffered while 
attending Provo Canyon School in 
Utah when she was 17, and later said 
her traumatic experiences at the 

school led her to film her infamous 
2003 sex tape.

She explained: “That would never 
have happened if I hadn’t gone to 
that school. I just feel when I got out 
of that school, I was so lost … I never 
would have let someone like that in 
my life if I hadn’t gone through such 
experiences. And therefore, I would 
have never put myself in that situa-
tion. But I just wanted love so bad. 
I didn’t really know. I was so naïve. 
And I trusted the wrong person. And 
that’s something I’ll regret for the 
rest of my life.

“I think when people see the film, 
they’re going to see a completely dif-
ferent side. And, they’re going to see 
I am human, and I do have feelings.”

Paris also insisted she didn’t speak 
about her time in the school for 
years, because she felt “so grateful 
and so happy to be free” that she 
“didn’t want to bring it up”.

Dwayne Johnson shows off the large fish he raises as a hobby
Fox | Los Angeles

Dwayne “The Rock” John-
son showed off the fish 

he’s been raising while get-
ting in some relaxation at his  

farm. 
The actor took to Ins-

tagram on Wednesday to 
share that he’s currently on 
vacation and taking in some 
nature. In a video post, he’s 
standing outdoors near what 

appears to be a private pond 
while holding a large fish in his  
hands.

“I just want to show you guys 

really quickly,” he told his fol-
lowers. “I just hauled out this 
good, I would say six, seven, 
possibly eight-pounder. Look 
at the beautiful belly on this 
fish, beautiful colours too as 
well. This is one nice healthy  
fish.” 

He holds the fish directly 
to the camera and continues: 
“As you guys know I raise my 
largemouth bass, I raise my 
stripe bass, [and] my variety 
of sunfish. There’s a few other 
species in here, too. I work very 
closely with a university biolo-
gist. We come out here and cre-

ated a beautiful ecosystem out 
here for these fish. And we feed 
them — I feed these babies!”

With that, the “Hobbs & 
Shaw” actor gently released the 
animal back into the pond. 

“So good to get away to my 
farm this past weekend to de-
compress, take mental inven-
tory and of course - spend time 
with my babies,” Johnson cap-
tioned the post.

He went on to list other spe-
cies that he’s been raising in the 
pond, including “largemouth 
bass, stripped bass, trout, carp, 
sunfish etc.”

Rachel Weisz ‘missed’ David 
Harbour’s wedding news
Cover Media | Los Angeles

Rachel Weisz had no idea
her Black Widow co-star 

David Harbour had married 
British popstar Lily Allen.

The Stranger Things ac-
tor tied the knot with British 
singer Lily Allen in a low-key 
Las Vegas wedding in Septem-
ber, and he recently reached 
out to Weisz for advice about 
kid-friendly places to check 
out with his new wife’s two 
daughters, Ethel, nine, and 

Marnie, eight.
However, The Mum-

my star, who lives in 
Brooklyn with her hus-
band Daniel Craig, their 
two-year-old daughter 
Ella, and her 15-year-
old son Henry with her 
ex, Darren Aronofsky, 
was unaware of Har-
bour’s recent change 
in relationship sta-
tus, even though 
they ’ve been in 
touch since.

I noticed that when 
I came into the 

spotlight at a young 
age, and then was the 
breadwinner… there 

wasn’t a dossier, there 
wasn’t a manual for 

my parents to read and 
it say, ‘Here’s what to 

do to raise a child star,’
DEMI LOVATO
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