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Bahrain1 claim 
superb win in US!
Kris Thorne powers 
to fantastic holeshot 
victory against Justin 
Bond in all-Bahrain1 
Racing final in 
Indianapolis | P12

Representatives of the Pygmy people pass by, moments before the start of the military parade in honour of General 
Brice Oligui Nguema (unseen), inaugurated as Gabon’s interim President, in Libreville. Gabon’s coup leader vowed after 
being sworn in as interim president on September 4, 2023 to restore civilian rule through “free, transparent and credible 
elections” after a transition and amnesty prisoners of conscience. (AFP)
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HM King affirms unwavering support to education
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa affirmed the 

government’s unwavering sup-
port to education in the king-
dom, adding that this sector 
should always keep abreast of 
the ongoing scientific and tech-
nological progress in the world.

HM the King urged the Bah-
raini families to help achieve the 
desired goals and contribute to 
further advancing the education 
sector in the kingdom.

“Our constant interest in ed-

ucation emanates from our firm 
conviction that it plays an essen-
tial role in sustainable develop-
ment. Those who are learning 
today will be the pillars of the 
kingdom’s development process 
in the future,” His Majesty said.

HM King Hamad attribut-
ed the kingdom’s educational 
strides to the efforts of the gov-
ernment, led by His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, expressing 
appreciation and pride in the 

government’s support to the ed-
ucation sector.

HM the King said that the pos-
itive results achieved by the edu-
cational process in the kingdom, 
as reflected in the constant dis-
tinction of Bahrainis in various 
fields, locally and abroad, are 
living proof of the progress of 
education in the kingdom.

He extended deepest congrat-
ulations to the educational staff 
and students on the new aca-
demic year 2023-2024, wishing 
them a successful school year.

HM the King expressed sin-
cere thanks to officials, teachers, 

students and parents for the ef-
forts they are making to ensure a 
successful return to schools and 
higher education institutions.

His Majesty commended 
their endeavours to develop the 
learning and academic process 
to achieve the best educational 
outcomes that cope with the 
developments of the labour 
market, enhance the students’ 
academic achievements, as well 
as promote national and moral 
values among them and cement 
their national belonging.

HM the King

Pledge to protect 
natural resources
HRH Prince Salman issues directives to accelerate implementation of Kingdom’s afforestation plan
TDT | Manama

Bahrain is steadfastly com-
mitted to advancing en-
vironmental security as a 

top priority in the development 
plans, and to doubling efforts 
to protect its natural resources 
and contribute to sustainable 
development.

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, made the statement as 
he visited yesterday the Ministry 
of Municipalities Affairs and 
Agriculture.

HRH Prince Salman direct-
ed efforts to accelerate the im-
plementation of the Kingdom’s 
afforestation plan, which aims 
to preserve natural resources, 
increase green spaces, and im-
prove air quality, in support of 
the country’s sustainable devel-

opment that benefits all.
Upon arrival, His Royal High-

ness was received by the Min-
ister of Municipalities Affairs 
and Agriculture, Eng. Wael bin 
Nasser Al Mubarak. The Dep-
uty Prime Minister, HE Shaikh 

Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, 
Finance and National Econo-
my Minister Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa and a number 
of senior officials were also in 
attendance.

The Minister presented the 

latest developments in the 
Kingdom’s afforestation plan, 
which was launched in 2022 and 
aims to complete the planting 
of 310,000 trees and 570,000 
mangrove seedlings by the end 
of this year. The move aims to 

fulfil the Kingdom’s commit-
ment to combat climate change 
and preserve the environment.

Joint responsibility

His Royal Highness said that 
the implementation of the Gov-
ernment Plan’s initiatives and 
programmes constitutes a joint 
responsibility that requires 
Team Bahrain’s collaborative 
efforts to build on the King-
dom’s achievements within its 
wide-ranging comprehensive 
development, led by His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister expressed pride 
in the achievements throughout 
the Kingdom’s 104-year history 
of municipal development, and 
its municipal elections, which 
have witnessed advancement 
over the past 99 years.

HRH Prince Salman with the Deputy Prime Minister, Finance Minister and Eng. Al Mubarak

French schools refuse 
girls wearing abayas
AFP | Paris

French schools sent dozens 
of girls home for refusing 

to remove their abayas - an 
over-garment from the shoul-
ders to the feet worn by Mus-
lim women - on the first day of 
the school year, a government 
minister said yesterday.

Defying a ban on the Muslim 
robe, nearly 300 girls showed 
up on Monday morning wear-
ing an abaya, Gabriel Attal told 
the BFM broadcaster.

Most agreed to change out 
of the robe, but 67 refused and 
were sent home, he said.

The government announced 
last month it was banning the 
abaya in schools, saying it 
broke the rules on secularism 
in education that have already 
seen Muslim headscarves 
banned on the grounds they 
constitute a display of religious 
affiliation.

The move gladdened the 
political right but the hard-
left argued it represented an 
affront to civil liberties.

Attal said the girls refused 
entry were given a letter ad-
dressed to their families saying 
that “secularism is not a con-
straint, it is a liberty”.

N. Korea to ‘pay 
price’ if it gives 
Russia arms: US
AFP | Washington

Th e  W h i t e  H o u s e 
warned yesterday that 

North Korea would “pay a 
price” if it supplies Russia 
with weaponry for its war in 
Ukraine, with Kim Jong Un 
and Vladimir Putin expect-
ed to hold talks on the issue.

Sanctions-hit Russia is 
reportedly eager to secure 
more military supplies from 
its ally to bolster its forces as 
Kyiv pushes a highly scru-
tinised counteroffensive to 
take back its territory.

US President Joe Biden’s 
national security advisor 
Jake Sullivan said Pyong-
yang and Moscow were 
eyeing “leader level discus-
sions, perhaps even in per-
son” on Russia’s arms needs.

Saudi, Russia 
extend oil cuts 
until year’s end
AFP | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia and Rus-
sia said yesterday they 

would extend voluntary oil 
cuts until the end of the year, 
sending the price of Brent 
crude to a 10-month high.

The Saudi production cut 
of one million barrels per 
day which first took effect 
in July will continue “for 
another three months until 
the end of December 2023”, 
the kingdom’s energy minis-
try said in a statement.

Russia’s export cut of 
300,000 bpd will continue 
for the same period, Deputy 
Prime Minister Alexander 
Novak said in a separate 
statement. 

(Full report on Business 
Page)
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Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani, and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the State of Israel, 
Eli Cohen, opened the new headquarters of the Embassy of the State of Israel in the Kingdom. They cut the opening 
ribbon and unveiled the commemorative plaque, and then toured the embassy and its facilities. Foreign Minister Dr. 
Al-Zayani noted that it is an important event representing the joint commitment to promoting and developing bilateral 
relations that serve common interests and contribute to peace, security and prosperity for the benefit of the people of 
the region.

Members of the Executive Committee of the Indian Fine Arts Society paid a courtesy visit to H.E. Sri Vinod K. Jacob, 
Ambassador Designate of India to the Kingdom of Bahrain. During the visit, they provided an overview of the activities 
of the oldest non-profit organisation dedicated to promoting pure classical arts in the Kingdom. From left: Ijaz Aslam, 
Second Secretary at the Indian Embassy; Prakash Subramaniam, Honorary Executive Committee Member; Ganapathy 
Narayanan, Honorary Treasurer; Anand Subramaniam, Honorary General Secretary; Nisha Rangarajan, Honorary 
President; Boban Idiculla, Honorary Executive Committee Member; Balasubramanian Venkat, Honorary Vice President; 
and Kavita Srinivasan, Honorary Executive Committee Member.

New Israel Embassy headquarters

Courtesy visit

A royal praise 
for cooperation

TDT | Manama

His Royal  Highness 
Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, commended the cooper-
ation between the executive 
and legislative authorities to 
achieve the Kingdom of Bah-
rain and citizens’ goals.

HRH Prince Salman was 
speaking as he met yesterday 
with Council of Representa-
tives Speaker Ahmed bin Sal-
man Al Musallam and Shura 
Council Chairman Ali bin Saleh 
Al Saleh at Riffa Palace.

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
HE Shaikh Shaikh Khalid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa, and Fi-
nance and National Economy 
Minister Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa also attended 
the meeting.

His Royal Hghness expressed 
his pride in the legislative au-
thority’s national efforts and 
effective role in developing a 
system that serves the nation 
and the government’s develop-
ment plans.

He extended his best wishes 
of success to the legislative au-
thority for serving the Kingdom 
and its citizens, expressing his 
hopes that the next legislative 
session will add to the King-
dom’s development achieve-
ments.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister said that Bah-
rain continues to strengthen the 
foundations of its democracy, 
laid down by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

His Royal Highness noted 
Team Bahrain’s dedication and 
unwavering efforts to advanc-
ing the Kingdom’s ongoing de-

velopment.
HRH the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister emphasised 
that the government, with 
Team Bahrain, have success-
fully supported national devel-
opment and implemented the 
Government Plan 2023-2026 
with the highest standard of 
quality and efficiency.

He noted that the national 
ambition for progress and de-
velopment is limitless and that 
efforts are dedicated to serving 
the Kingdom and its citizens.

Speaker Al Musallam and 
Chairman Al Saleh expressed 
their appreciation for His Roy-
al Highness’s commitment to 
strengthening cooperation be-
tween the executive and legis-
lative authorities.

They affirmed their commit-
ment to serving the Kingdom 
and its citizens.

HRH Prince Salman with Speaker Al Musallam and Chairman Al Saleh

WELCOMES 
Shri Ram Nath Kovind

Former President of India
TO BAHRAIN

Mr. Shakeel Ahmed Sabrahadi, Chairman
Shakeel Trading Company W.L.L
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A 44-year-old Asian was killed in a road accident after a car driver hit him 
while he was standing by the side of the road on Street 21 in the Jidhafs area. 
Authorities took the required action.

Asian killed in road accident

New song dedicated to HRH Prince Salman goes viral
• Composition praises 
royal leadership and 
vision for Bahrain future

TDT | Manama

A new song dedicated to His 
Royal Highness Prince Sal-

man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, is now trending on social 
media.

The song, titled “Salman the 
Visionary,” was penned by In-
formation Affairs Minister Dr. 
Ramzan bin Abdullah Al Noaimi 
and composed by singer Mo-
hammed Al Tamimi.

The song praises HRH Prince 

Salman’s leadership and vision 
for the future of Bahrain. It also 
expresses the Bahraini people’s 
love and support for His Royal 
Highness.

The song has been well-re-
ceived by the Bahraini public, 
with many people sharing it on 
social media and singing it. It 
has also been praised by politi-
cal leaders and commentators, 

who have called it a “beauti-
ful tribute” to HRH Prince  
Salman.

The song is a testament to 
the love and respect that the 
Bahraini people have for their 
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter. It is also a reminder of HRH 
Prince Salman’s commitment 
to leading Bahrain to a brighter 
future.

‘Trouble’ for helping 
woman in labour pain
Arab woman on trial for unauthorised use of ID card in ambulance incident
TDT| Manama

An Arab woman who 
helped another Arab 
woman in labour to avail 

emergency ambulance service 
by providing her Central Popu-
lation Registry (CPR) card, as the 
woman in pain didn’t have one, 
is now facing a trial for alleged 
misuse of the card.

The woman who provided 
the CPR card is 33 years old and 
is married to a Bahraini man 
while the woman who alleged-
ly misused it is aged 31 years. 
Prosecution has alleged that the 
woman who helped had handed 
over her identity card without 
her husband’s knowledge so as 
to help the woman in labour 
pain to complete the procedure 
for an ambulance transfer to 
Salmaniya Medical Complex. 
Both the women are now fac-
ing charges as prosecution is 
considering the case as misuse 
of the ID card.

It was on February 20, 2020 

that the alleged incident took 
place in the security district of 
the Capital governorate. The 
prosecution has alleged that the 
woman who was in labour pain, 
who is named as the first de-
fendant, maliciously used a valid 
identification card in the name 
of the other Arab woman, who is 
named as the second defendant, 
and benefited from it without 
justification by presenting it to 
personnel employed by the Sal-

maniya Medical Complex.
The woman who helped the 

woman in labour pain is now 
charged with complicity and 
assistance in misusing the 
valid identification card that 
belonged to her by handing it 
over to the first defendant for 
unauthorized use and benefit.

On the day of the alleged inci-
dent, the husband of the woman 
who helped received a phone 
call from the police at the Sal-

maniya Medical Complex ask-
ing him to come and register a 
newborn under his name. The 
husband allegedly told the po-
lice that what they are saying 
is not true and that he has no 
relation to the newborn. His 
wife was with him and it could 
not be her that delivered the 
child, the husband allegedly told 
the police.

As per the prosecution’s case, 
it was revealed during investiga-
tion that the second defendant 
handed over the identity card 
due to humanitarian reasons to 
be used for availing the ambu-
lance service.

The second defendant’s law-
yer has contended before the 
court that humanitarian con-
siderations drove his client’s ac-
tions. The first defendant was in 
a critical condition and his cli-
ent wanted to save the woman 
and the unborn child as she saw 
that the woman was in labour 
pain and there was loss of blood, 
the lawyer has contended.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

Bahrain receives cables of thanks
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa received 

a cable of thanks from Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu of India, 
in reply to his congratulations 
on her country’s Independence 
Day.

HM the King received a cable 
of thanks from President Ab-
del Fattah Al Sisi of Egypt, in 

reply to HM’s congratulations 
on the anniversary of the July 
Revolution.

His Majesty and His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, re-
ceived cables of thanks from 
South Korea President Yoon 
Suk Yeol, in reply to their con-
dolences over the passing of 
his father.

Verdict set for young Bahraini 
man accused of killing brother
• October 30: 
Date of ruling

TDT | Manama

The High Appeals Court, fol-
lowing several hearings, is 

set to deliver its ruling on the 
appeal made by a young Bah-
raini man accused of killing his 
own brother.

The defendant, who was 
previously convicted and sen-
tenced to life in prison, has been 
seeking to overturn the verdict. 
The court has now scheduled 
October 30 as the date when the 
ruling will be announced.

Initially, the defendant de-

nied the charge of premeditated 
murder but admitted to drug 
use and possession of the mur-
der weapon. He claimed that on 
the day of the incident, he had 
consumed alcohol, which may 
have affected his actions.

The tragic incident unfolded 
when the defendant confessed 
to the police, revealing that he 
had stabbed his brother dur-
ing a heated argument. Upon 
receiving the report, law en-

forcement personnel arrived 
at the scene and discovered the 
lifeless body of the victim.

During the subsequent in-
vestigation, the defendant ex-
plained that financial disputes 
had escalated, leading to a 
physical altercation. Allegedly, 
the victim had attempted to 
assault the defendant with a 
knife, prompting the defendant 
to defend himself by using a 
sword and inflicting multiple 
stab wounds.

Testimony from the moth-
er shed light on the ongoing 
conflicts between her sons, in-
dicating that the situation had 
escalated to the point where the 
victim had made threats against 
the defendant.

April hearing set for 
closing arguments in 
troublemaker’s case
TDT | Manama

The High Appeals Court has 
scheduled a court hearing 

on April 24, 2023 to hear the 
closing arguments in the case 
of a troublemaker who was 
arrested from one of the com-
mercial malls in the Kingdom 
last May. 

According to court files, the 
GCC citizen was previously 
sentenced to one year of im-
prisonment for verbally and 
physically assaulting two po-
licemen while he was resisting 
arrest.

“The Court convicted the 
accused of assaulting the two 
policemen while they were 
performing their duties, caus-
ing them the injuries described 
in the forensic report. The 
assault did not lead to their 
illness or their inability to 
work for a period of more than 
20 days, and the accused also 
insulted both policemen,” the 
Court stated.  

The case occurred at one of 
the commercial malls in the 
Kingdom, where the appellant, 
along with others, fellow GCC 

citizens, were stopped by the 
mall’s security guards for their 
chaotic behaviour.

The guards notified the po-
lice and the two policemen, 
the victims in this case, report-
ed to the scene. Two of the 
troublemakers were arrested 
by the cops and kept in the 
police vehicle to be taken to 
the police station for further 
investigation.

According to the police-
men’s testimony, the appellant 
opened the doors of the police 
vehicle, where the two arrest-
ees were, without permission. 
When one of the policemen 
prevented him, he verbally 
abused him and shoved him 
in his chest. 

The other policeman then 
interfered and sprayed the 
appellant in the face us-
ing pepper spray. However, 
the assailant resisted arrest 
and kicked the policeman in 
the chest. He was eventual-
ly controlled and taken into 
custody, and later trialled and 
sentenced to one year behind  
bars.  

Directorate warning against online scam operations
TDT | Manama

The Anti-Economic Crimes 
Directorate of the General 

Directorate of Anti-Corruption 
and Economic and Electronic 
Security has warned citizens 
and residents living abroad in-

volved in scam operations.
They post advertisements on 

social media of fake accounts 
that offer various services 
such as supplying domestic 
workers or selling water bot-
tles. They asked victims to pay 
through links to steal their bank  

accounts.  
The directorate calls upon 

people not to respond to such 
calls and reveal personal or bank 
details through the phone or 
any other means. Victims could 
report their cases through the 
hotline 992 for necessary steps.

Scammers ask victims 
to pay through links 
to steal their bank 

accounts.

Bahrain takes 
part in Asean 
business summit
Jakarta

Bahrain Ambassador to 
Indonesia Ahmed Ab-

dullah Al Hermesi Al Ha-
jri and Ambassador Fatima 
Abdullah Al Dhaen, Chief 
of the Asian and Pacific Af-
fairs Sector at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, partici-
pated in the Asean Business 
and Investment Summit 
entitled “Asean Centrality: 
Innovation Towards Greater 
Inclusivity.”

The Summit was organ-
ised by the ASEAN-BAC Busi-
ness Advisory Council with 
the participation of heads 
of government, ministers, 
chief executives and repre-
sentatives of various coun-
tries.
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Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid 
Al Zayani, met with Ahmed Aboul Gheit, the Arab 
League Secretary General. During the meeting, they 
reviewed cooperation between Bahrain and the Arab 
League in various sectors, as well the diplomatic and 
political efforts by the Arab League to strengthen joint 
Arab action. They discussed initiatives undertaken 
by the Arab League to boost cooperation between 
the Arab region and other countries, as well as with 
international blocs to maintain security and stability in 
the Middle East.

Field Marshal Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa, Bahrain Defence 
Force (BDF) Commander-
in-Chief, received Shaikh 
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa, Shura member. 
The Commander-in-Chief 
wished Shaikh Ahmed bin 
Mohammed continued 
success in carrying his 
duties as a Shura Council 
member.

Minister of Interior, General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah 
Al Khalifa, received Jordanian 
Ambassador to Bahrain 
Ramy Al Adwan. They 
reviewed topics of common 
interest, including security 
coordination. The minister 
praised the long-standing ties 
between the two brotherly 
countries and efforts to 
promote cooperation in all 
sectors, especially security.

M i n d  M a t t e r s

As a mother, I’m worried about the possibility of 
bullying affecting my child at school. How can 
I effectively detect if my child is facing bullying 

and provide them with the right support? Additionally, 
could you shed some light on the dynamics of bullying 
so I can better understand what might be happening 
and how to address it?”

Absolutely, I understand your concern. Detecting if 
your child is facing bullying and knowing how to sup-
port them effectively is crucial. Here’s a comprehensive 
approach that combines recognizing signs of bullying, 
providing support, and understanding the dynamics of 
bullying.

Being vigilant and supportive is essential as bullying 
can significantly impact a child’s well-being. Watch for 
changes in behavior, emotions, or habits—such as sud-
den mood swings, irritability, anxiety, or sadness. If your 
child avoids places or activities they used to enjoy, it 
might signal bul-
lying. Frequent 
h e a d a c h e s  o r 
stomachaches be-
fore school could 
indicate anxiety 
due to bullies. 
Social isolation, 
withdrawn in-
teractions, or de-
clining grades can 
also be signs.

To assist your 
child in handling 
bullying, create 
a safe space for 
open discussions. 
Use open-ended 
questions  l ike 
“How was your 
day?” to encour-
age sharing. Lis-
ten attentively 
wi thou t  j u dg-
ment and vali-
date their feel-
ings. Emphasize 
that bullying isn’t 
their fault. Boost 
their confidence 
by role-playing 
a s s e r t i v e  r e -
sponses to bullies. 
C o l l a b o r a t i o n 
with teachers or 
school counselors 
is vital if bullying 
is suspected.

Empower your 
child with coping 
mechanisms like 
deep breathing, 
walking away, or 
focusing on pos-
itives. Encourage 
building strong 
friendships and 
engaging in activities they love for self-esteem and 
stress relief. Online, monitor interactions and educate 
them about cyberbullying and responsible online be-
havior. For severe cases impacting well-being, consider 
involving a mental health professional.

Understanding bullying dynamics is crucial. It’s about 
an imbalance of power—physical strength, social status, 
or verbal manipulation. It can be physical, verbal, social, 
or online. Victims experience low self-esteem, anxiety, 
depression, academic decline, and social isolation. 
Teach your child to stand up for others as bystanders 
often fear intervening. Empower them to control their 
reactions and seek help when needed, not letting bullies 
define their self-worth.

Incorporating these insights and approaches into your 
parenting can create an environment where your child 
feels safe discussing experiences and seeking help. Your 
proactive involvement and empathy will significantly 
help your child navigate bullying’s challenges and 
emerge stronger

To assist your 
child in handling 

bullying, create 
a safe space for 

open discussions. 
Use open-ended 

questions like 
“How was 

your day?” 
to encourage 

sharing. Listen 
attentively 

without 
judgment and 
validate their 

feelings.

What parents should 
know about bullying

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position 
of the Daily Tribune)

ANEESA MOIDOO, PSYCHOLOGIST 

Cooperation

Bahrain-Jordan security relations

BDF-Shura Council ties

Facing environment, 
climate challenges

Deputy Prime Minister inaugurates Global Water, Energy and  
Climate Change Congress

TDT | Manama

Deputy Prime Minister 
Shaikh Khalid bin Ab-
dullah Al Khalifa in-

augurated the Global Water, 
Energy and Climate Change 
Congress (GWECCC), held under 
the slogan “Water Sustainability 
and Energy Transition: Impli-
cations on GCC and the World”.

The congress will review the 
challenges and opportunities 
available for investing in water 
sustainability, preserving natu-
ral resources in the GCC states, 
and learning about the best tech-
niques and modern technolo-
gy, with the participation of 130 
speakers from 30 countries.

GWECCC is organised by the 
Ministry of Oil and Environ-
ment and the United Nations 
Environment Programme, in 
cooperation with the Water Re-
sources Council, ICONEX Global 
and a number of local, regional 
and international organisations.

On the sidelines of the con-
gress, Shaikh Khalid bin Abdul-
lah opened the accompanying 
exhibition in which more than 
20 specialised companies and 
a number of universities and 
organisations participated, to 
display the best modern tech-
nical solutions in the field of 
water, energy, climate change 
and related studies.

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah, 
who is also Chairman of the Wa-

ter Resources Council, affirmed 
the support of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
the follow-up of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, for 
all initiatives aimed at enhanc-
ing water sustainability, raising 
the efficiency of its production, 
and taking the necessary inter-
national measures to adapt to 
the environment and climate 
challenges.

He praised the government 
policies taken within the frame-
work of protecting and develop-
ing water resources to ensure 
their proper exploitation for 
various purposes, including the 
approval of the National Water 

Strategy 2030 and its implemen-
tation plan in accordance with 
the GCC Unified Water Strategy 
(2016-2035) that is periodical-
ly monitored by the Water Re-
sources Council.

Dr. Mohammed bin Mubar-
ak Bin Dinah, Minister of Oil 
and Environment and Special 
Envoy for Climate Affairs, ex-
pressed his appreciation to 
the Deputy Prime Minister for 
his patronage of the congress, 
which embodies the govern-
ment’s keenness to support the 
efforts to preserve natural re-
sources through implement-
ing environmental initiatives 
and programmes, in addition to 
plans aimed at reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions.

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah and Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak with key officials and guests

Student safety 
a top priority
TDT | Manama

Director-General of Traf-
fic Shaikh Abdulrah-

man bin Abdulwahab Al 
Khalifa emphasised that the 
safety of students in schools’ 
surroundings and education 
zones is a top priority.

He said that per the in-
structions of Interior Minister 
General Shaikh Rashid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa to pro-
mote the safety of students 
and all road users, the direc-
torate has taken all arrange-
ments to ensure students’ 
safety and smooth traffic near 
schools and education zones.

Shaikh Abdulrahman 
bin Abdulwahab hailed the 
commitment of drivers to 
traffic rules. He hoped for a 
successful and safe academ-
ic year through the cooper-
ation of parents and road 
users, including leaving 
their homes early to avoid 
traffic jams. 
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GIG Bahrain, Takaful open new motor minor accidents centre 
TDT | Manama

Bahrain Kuwait Insurance 
Company (GIG Bahrain) and 

Takaful International Company 
(GIG Bahrain Takaful) yesterday 
announced the official open-
ing of the new Motor Minor 
Accidents Centre, which has 
been recently relocated from 
Salmabad to a prime location at 
Dana Mall. 

The new Motor Minor Ac-
cidents Center is designed to 
provide enhanced convenience 

and accessibility to customers, 
operating six days a week, from 

9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 
On this occasion, Dr Abdulla 

Sultan, Chief Executive of GIG 
Bahrain, said, “This relocation 
allows us to better serve our 
valued customers by offering 
a more accessible and conven-
ient location.” Essam Al Ansari, 
Chief Executive of GIG Bahrain 
Takaful, added, “This strategic 
move aligns with our commit-
ment to providing reliable, cus-
tomer-centric solutions.”

Officials during the opening ceremony

Alba recertified to new ASI 
Performance Standard
TDT | Manama 

Aluminium Bahrain (Alba) 
has become the first smelt-

er in the region to be success-
fully recertified to the newest 
version (V3) of Aluminium 
Stewardship Initiative (ASI)’s 
Performance Standard which 
was released in May 2022. The 
certification, for three years 
starting from 31 August 2023, 
was achieved with no major 
non-conformance following a 
rigorous on-site audit of Alba 
and its facilities. The scope 
of the certification included 
the production and marketing 
of primary aluminium from 
alumina, calcinations of pe-
troleum coke, water desali-
nation, anode manufacturing, 
smelting, casting and captive 

power generation at the Alba 
Calciner and Smelter sites in  
Bahrain. 

Chief Executive Officer, Ali 
Al Baqali, said: “This ASI re-
certification underlines our 
commitment to environmen-
tal stewardship, transparency, 
and social responsibility.”

Ali Al Baqali

Muneera Waleed wins Seef Mall 
Shop & Win Mercedes-Benz

TDT | Manama

Seef Properties announced 
the winner of the first of its 

three luxury prizes for shop-
pers participating in its 2023 
‘Shop & Win’ campaign at Seef 
Mall – Seef District. Muneera 
Waleed was the lucky winner 
of an all-new Mercedes-Benz 
CLA 200 Coupe. The draw was 
held at Seef Properties’ prem-
ises under the supervision of 
representatives from the com-
pany and the Ministry of In-
dustry and Commerce (MoIC).

Customers who spend BD30 
or more at Seef Mall – Seef 
District during the campaign 
are entered into a draw, with 
three  luxury  Mercedes-
Benz vehicles up for grabs: 
the  Mercedes-Benz CLA 
200 Coupe, the Mercedes-
Benz C-200 Sedan, and the 
Mercedes-Benz GLC 200 SUV.

Seef Properties Acting Chief 
Commercial Officer, Moham-
med Al Qaed said: “We look 
forward to introducing new 
promotional campaigns and 
delightful surprises soon.”

The prize distribution

UK’s second biggest city latest 
to declare financial distress
• Councillors have 
to meet within 21 days 
of a Section 114 notice 
being issued and 
produce a budget that 
makes necessary cuts 
to reduce spending.

AFP | London, United Kingdom

The council of the UK’s sec-
ond biggest city, Birming-

ham, became yesterday the lat-
est local authority to declare 
financial distress, with the 
opposition blaming Conserv-
ative governments of years of 

under-funding.
Birmingham City Council in 

central England said it had is-
sued a Section 114 Notice under 
the Local Government Finance 
Act 1988, which blocks spending 
on all but essential services.

Leaders of the Labour-con-
trolled council -- one of Eu-
rope’s largest -- called the move 
“a necessary step” to get spend-
ing back on a stronger footing.

They said “long-standing is-
sues”, including the roll-out of 
a new computer system, had 
been compounded by cuts of 
£1 billion ($1.25 billion) by suc-
cessive Conservative govern-
ments since they came to power 
in 2010.

“Rampant inflation”, along-
side increases in the cost of 
adult social care and reductions 
in business rates income had 
also combined to create “a per-
fect storm”, they added.

As it stands, the council said 
there is an £87 million “in-year 
financial gap” in its £3.2 billion-
a-year budget.

In June, the local authority 
revealed that it has to pay up to 
£760 million to settle historic 
equal pay claims but does not 
have the resources to do so.

Tory councillors in the city, 
which is home to some 1.1 mil-
lion people, blamed Labour mis-
management of public finances 
for the crisis.

In London, Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak’s official spokes-
man said Birmingham had re-
ceived a more than nine percent 
increase in additional funding 
from a pot of £5.1 billion for lo-
cal councils this year.

The department for local gov-
ernment has been in contact 
with the council and requested 
“assurances... about the best use 
of taxpayers’ money”, he told 
reporters.

“The government recog-
nises that there are pressures 
that both central and local 
government face,” he added 
but indicated it was an issue 
for Birmingham’s leaders to  
resolve.

Diamonds, the perfect gift, now emerges as an ideal investment choice too
TDT | Manama 

Spending vs. saving has always 
been a dilemma for custom-

ers when it comes to buying 
jewellery. For years now, gold 
jewellery was the only article 
that served both as a value-ap-
preciating adornment and a re-
liable investment. Even though 
diamond jewellery remained 
as attractive as ever, questions 
about its exchange value held 
customers back from consid-
ering it a reliable investment. 
That has all changed with the 
new policy introduction from 
Malabar Gold & Diamonds, one 
of the world’s leading jewellery 
retailers, that gives customers 
100% Value on Diamond Ex-
change. Now, customers wish-
ing to exchange their diamond 

jewellery for either gold or dia-
mond jewellery can do so at full 
value of diamonds, without any 
loss, making it as lucrative an 
investment option as gold. 

“Diamond jewellery has al-
ways been aspirational. Over the 
years, there has been an increas-
ing preference for diamond 

jewellery as a gift, especially 
amongst Gen Z and Millennial 
customers. However, the one 
thing that was always a concern 
regarding diamond jewellery 
was its value as an investment 
compared to gold jewellery. Pro-
viding 100% value for diamond 
jewellery, upon exchange, is our 

way of negating these concerns 
to make diamond jewellery the 
perfect gift as well as a reliable 
investment that holds value”, 
said Mr. Shamlal Ahamed, Man-
aging Director – International 
Operations, Malabar Gold & 
Diamonds. 

‘We want to revolutionise the 
diamond jewellery retail, taking 
into consideration the concerns 
we identified during the re-
search conducted on jewellery 
lovers and their resistance to 
buying diamond jewellery.  Giv-
ing new meaning to the phrase, 
“A Diamond is Forever”, this 
policy change was crafted to 
protect the value of the diamond 
jewellery among the new era of 
jewellery lovers,” commented 
Abdul Salam KP, Vice Chairman, 
Malabar Group. 

The National Bank of Bahrain (NBB) has sponsored and participated in the 
first ever Global Water, Energy and Climate Change Congress (GWECCC) held 
under the patronage of Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Deputy Prime 
Minister. GWECCC was hosted by the Ministry of Oil and Environment, and 
is a Bahraini initiative aimed at encouraging discussions on the challenges, 
opportunities and technologies related to water sustainability. NBB Group 
CEO Usman Ahmed was among the speakers in a panel discussion on 
‘Investing for Water & Energy Sustainability.’ Other bank employees were 
also in attendance, in addition to key business and government stakeholders.

Saudi and Russia extend voluntary oil cuts through December this year
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia and Russia said 
yesterday they would extend 

voluntary oil cuts until the end 
of the year, sending the price 

of Brent crude to a 10-month 
high. The Saudi production cut 
of one million barrels per day 
which first took effect in July 
will continue “for another three 
months until the end of Decem-

ber 2023”, the kingdom’s energy 
ministry said in a statement. 
Russia’s export cut of 300,000 
bpd will continue for the same 
period, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Alexander Novak said in a 

separate statement.Brent crude 
rose above $90 per barrel on 
the news for the first time since 
November, while West Texas 
Intermediate jumped 1.9 per-
cent to $87.16.

Nissan and INFINITI Bahrain employees achieve top awards 
TDT | Manama

Y.K. Almoayyed & Sons, the 
sole distributor of Nissan & 

INFINITI in Bahrain participated 
in its highly anticipated Regional 
Skills Contest organized by Nis-
san Middle East, recognizing, 
and rewarding employees for 
their outstanding talent and cus-
tomer service over the past year. 

Nissan and INFINITI Bahrain 
organized internal competitions 
among their staff members to 

select winners in various roles, 
including Sales Consultants, Ser-

vice Advisors, Parts Executives, 
and Service Technicians. The 

individuals who emerged as the 
top performers in each category 
were subsequently chosen to 
represent Bahrain and partici-
pate in the regional skills com-
petition held in Dubai.

In the regional contest, the 
winners selected from Bahrain 
achieved remarkable awards. 
Mohammed Zumail attained the 
2nd Runner Up Position in the 
INFINITI Sales contest. In the 
INFINITI Technicians contest, 
Gurmeet Singh secured the 1st 

Runner Up Position. Similarly, 
Dhanesh Thomas achieved the 
1st Runner Up Position in the 
Nissan Technicians Contest. Ad-
ditionally, Paul Davis excelled in 
the Special Categories, securing 
the "Best Customer Approval 
Conversion" award for the IN-
FINITI Service Advisors Contest.

As part of this year's theme, 
'The Elite', more than 820 em-
ployees from eight markets were 
eligible for the regional award 
ceremony, where 50 individuals 

were recognized with the title.
Ahmed Dailami, General Man-

ager, Nissan & INFINITI Bahrain, 
said: “At Nissan and INFINITI, we 
strive to create an extraordinary 
journey for our customers, and 
this contest serves as a platform 
to recognize the individuals who 
make it possible. Their passion 
and dedication are integral to 
building strong brand loyalty, 
trust, and lasting relationships 
with our customers across Bah-
rain."
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Ferdinand Magellan’s Spanish ex-
pedition aboard the Vitoria returns 

to Spain without their captain. 
First to circumnavigate the earth.

US President William McKinley is shot 
by Leon Czolgosz, an anarchist, while 
visiting the Pan-American Exposition in 
New York

World War I: First Battle of the 
Marne begins, French and British 

forces prevent German advance 
on Paris (till the 12th Sept)
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The Facebook caved 
to far left pressure 

groups and now allows 
them to silently dictate 
policy in exchange for 
ad money

@elonmusk

These young refugees 
are sharing their sto-

ries through short films. 
They were trained dur-
ing a UNICEF-supported 
workshop in Cox’s Ba-
zaar, Bangladesh. As the 
Rohingya crisis enters its 
sixth year, UNICEF con-
tinues to support chil-
dren’s needs.

@UNICEF

Teachers play a key role 
in building our future 

and inspiring dreams. On 
#TeachersDay, we salute 
them for their unwaver-
ing dedication and great 
impact. Tributes to Dr. 
S. Radhakrishnan on his 
birth anniversary.

@narendramodi

Africa can be a renew-
able energy super-

power. Now is the time 
to bring together African 
countries with devel-
oped countries, financial 
institutions and technol-
ogy companies to create 
a true African Renewable 
Energy Alliance.

@antonioguterres
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News in brief 
 u The world inched a 
step closer towards tackling plastic 
pollution, with the United Nations 
publishing the first draft of a binding 
treaty to tackle the scourge. Some 
175 nations are working to reach a 
landmark agreement by end-2024 
that will curb plastic pollution, which 
ends up in oceans, birds’ stomachs 
and on mountain peaks. Microplastics have 
even been detected in blood and maternal 
milk. Global plastic production has more 
than doubled since the start of the century 
to reach 460 million tonnes and could 
triple by 2060 if nothing is done. Only nine 
percent is currently recycled. The draft deal, published by the Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee, will form the basis of fresh talks in the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi, on November 13-19, the UN Environment Programme said on Monday. 
The proposals include reducing the production of primary plastic polymers, which 
NGOs have been advocating for years. Major plastic producers like the United 
States and Gulf countries could strongly oppose the measure. They prefer to 
promote re-use and recycling to reduce waste.

u Kyiv’s Saint Sophia 
Cathedral and the historical centre of 
western Ukrainian city Lviv should join 
UNESCO’s list of World Heritage sites 
in danger due to the Russian invasion, 

a senior official at the UN body said yesterday.  “These 
sites are threatened with destruction. There have been 
attacks on the buffer zones around these sites and we 
don’t know what will happen in the future,” the head of 
the World Heritage programme Lazare Eloundou told 
AFP in Paris. The World Heritage Committee, set to meet 

from September 10-25 in Riyadh, will “likely” make 
the decision “based on experts’ opinion” that the 
sites are “demonstrably in danger”, Eloundou added.

u Elon Musk, the owner of social media 
platform X, formerly Twitter, said the site is 
considering suing the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
over accusations of anti-Semitism, which he blames for 
falling revenue. Musk late Monday accused the US-based 
Jewish organization of making unfounded complaints 
against him and X that have scared away advertisers. 
“To clear our platform’s name on the matter of anti-
Semitism, it looks like we have no choice but to file a 
defamation lawsuit against the Anti-Defamation League... oh the irony!” Musk 
wrote on X on Monday. “Based on what we’ve heard from advertisers, ADL seems 
to be responsible for most of our revenue loss,” he wrote, adding that the group 
“would potentially be on the hook for destroying half the value of the company, 
so roughly $22 billion.”

UNESCO recommends 
placing Kyiv, Lviv on 

endangered heritage list

Musk threatens 
to sue anti-
defamation group 

for falling revenue

World inches 
step closer towards 
plastic pollution 

deal: UN

Construction of the Great 
Wall, which is split into 

sections that in total stretch 
for thousands of kilometres, 

first began in the third 
century BC and continued 

for centuries.
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Iran arrests Mahsa Amini uncle 
ahead of death anniversary 
AFP | Paris, France

Iranian authorities yesterday 
arrested an uncle of Mah-

sa Amini, the young Iranian 
Kurdish woman who died in 
custody sparking months of 
protests, just ahead of the first 
anniversary of her death, re-
ports said. 

Safa Aeli, 30, was arrested 
by security forces in the fam-
ily’s hometown of Saqez in 
western Iran and taken to an 
unknown location, the Kurd-
ish-focused Hengaw rights 
group, France-based Kurdis-
tan Human Rights Network 

and the 1500tasvir protest 
monitor said in separate  
statements.

Hengaw said Iranian au-
thorities deployed a convoy of 
five vehicles filled with mem-
bers of the security forces to 
forcibly enter Aeli’s residence, 
without presenting any legal 
documentation.

Media based outside Iran 
have said that the town of 
Saqez is under particular scru-
tiny ahead of the anniversary, 
with hotels told not to accept 
outsiders and new security 
cameras being set up including 
around Amini’s grave.

India astir over rumoured plans 
to change country’s name
AFP |New Delhi, India

India was buzzing with 
speculation yesterday over 

rumoured plans to scrap 
official usage of the coun-
try ’s English name, after 
a state-issued invite sent to 
world leaders referred to it as  
“Bharat”.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi himself typically refers 
to India as “Bharat”, a word 
dating back to ancient Hindu 
scriptures written in Sanskrit, 
and one of two official names 
for the country under its con-

stitution. This weekend India 
hosts the G20 summit of world 
leaders, capped with a state 
dinner that invitation cards 
said would be hosted by the 
“President of Bharat”.

The government has called 
a special session of parliament 
for later in the month while 
remaining tight-lipped about 
its legislative agenda.

But broadcaster News18 said 
unnamed government sources 
had told it that BJP lawmakers 
would put forward a special 
resolution to give precedence 
to the name “Bharat”.

Six billion tonnes of sand extracted 
from world’s oceans each year: UN
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Some six billion tonnes of 
sand and other sediment is 

extracted from the world’s seas 
and oceans every year, the UN 
said yesterday, warning of the 
devastating toll on biodiversity 
and coastal communities.

Launching the first ever glob-
al data platform on sediment 
extraction in marine environ-
ments, the United Nations En-
vironment Programme (UNEP), 
warned that the scale of dredg-
ing was growing, with dire con-
sequences.

“The scale of environmental 
impacts of shallow sea min-
ing activities and dredging is 
alarming,” said Pascal Peduz-
zi, who heads UNEP’s analytics 

centre GRID-Geneva.
He pointed to the effects on 

biodiversity, as well as on water 
turbidity, and noise impacts on 
marine mammals.

The new data platform, Ma-
rine Sand Watch, uses artificial 
intelligence to track and moni-
tor dredging activities of sand, 
clay, silt, gravel and rock in the 
world’s marine enviroment.

It uses so-called Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) sig-
nals for ships combined with 

AI to identify the operations 
of dredging vessels, including 
in hotspots like the North Sea 
and the east coast of the United 
States. The signals emitted by 
the vessels allow “access to the 
movements of every ship on the 
planet,” Peduzzi told AFP, add-
ing that AI makes it possible to 
analyse the mountains of data 
gathered.

That process is still in the 
early stages, and so far, only 
around 50 percent of vessels are 
being monitored.

But the platform estimates 
that between four and eight 
billion tonnes of marine sand 
and other sediment were ex-
tracted every year from marine 
environments between 2012 
and 2019.

Cuba uncovers human trafficking 
for Russia’s war in Ukraine

• There was no immediate 
reaction from Moscow

• The Cuban government 
had initiated criminal 
proceedings

AFP | Havana, Cuba

Cuba has identified an alleged 
human trafficking ring aimed 
at recruiting its citizens to fight 

in Russia’s war in Ukraine, the foreign 
ministry said Monday.

The government was working to 
dismantle a “trafficking network that 
operates from Russia to incorporate 
Cuban citizens living there, and even 
some from Cuba, into the military forc-
es involved in military operations in 
Ukraine,” the ministry said in a state-
ment.

The Cuban government had initiat-
ed criminal proceedings against those 
carrying out the trafficking, it added.

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodri-

guez said in a post on X, formerly Twit-
ter, that  the government was “acting 
with the full force of the law” against 
trafficking operations.

“Cuba is not part of the war in 
Ukraine,” the ministry said, adding 
it would take action against anyone 
“who participates in any form of hu-
man trafficking for the purpose of 
recruitment or mercenarism for Cu-
ban citizens to use arms against any  
country.”

There was no immediate reaction 
from Moscow. On Friday, Miami’s 
America TeVe newspaper published 

what it described as testimonies from 
two teenagers who said they had been 
tricked into working alongside the 
Russian army on construction sites in 
Ukraine.

In a video message posted on the 
newspaper’s website, one of the teens 
called for help getting out as quickly as 
possible. America TeVe said the video 
message was sent from a bus trans-
porting the pair from Ukraine to the 
Russian city Ryazan along with Russian 
servicemen.

“We can’t sleep (because) at any 
moment they can come back and do 

something to us,” said another young 
man, who claimed to have been  
beaten.

Another Cuban man told the me-
dia outlet that he had signed up with 
Moscow’s armed forces hoping to le-
galize his status in Russia. Moscow 
and Havana have boosted ties recently, 
with Cuban President Miguel Díaz-
Canel meeting his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in Moscow at the end 
of last year. 

In June, Cuban Defence Minister 
Alvaro Lopez Miera was received by his 
counterpart Sergei Shugu.Russian President Vladimir Putin

Biden taps political veteran 
Lew as Israel envoy

• Lew, an Orthodox 
Jew who observes 
the weekly sabbath, 
will play a key role 
in managing the 
relationship as Biden 
attempts to broker a 
potentially historic 
deal for Saudi Arabia 
to recognize Israel.

AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Joe Biden yes-
terday nominated former 

treasury secretary Jack Lew as 
ambassador to Israel, tapping 
a veteran political player with 
close ties to the Jewish state 
at a turbulent time between 
the allies.

Lew, an Orthodox Jew who 
observes the weekly sabbath, 
will play a key role in manag-
ing the relationship as Biden 
attempts to broker a poten-
tially historic deal for Saudi 
Arabia to recognize Israel.

The nomination comes after 
a spike in tensions with Biden 
openly criticizing an overhaul 
of the judiciary by Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, in 
what critics say is a threat to 
democracy by the most right-
wing government in Israel’s 
history.

Lew will need confirmation 
from the Senate, where Bid-
en’s Democratic Party retains 
control but Republicans ahead 
of the 2024 US election could 
fight against the nomination.

In a formal statement, the 
White House cited the “distin-

guished career in public ser-
vice” of Lew, who has served 
in successive Democratic 
administrations. Under Ba-
rack Obama, Lew -- a trained 
lawyer -- served as treasury 
secretary and earlier as White 
House chief of staff, director of 
the Office of Management and 
Budget and as a deputy secre-
tary of state to Hillary Clinton.

David Makovsky, a distin-
guished fellow at the Wash-
ington Institute for Near East 
Policy, said that Lew, while 
more of a budgetary than for-
eign policy expert, would be 
the first former cabinet sec-
retary to become ambassador 
to Israel.

“Having him there is a signal 
by the president that he greatly 
values the bilateral relation-
ship and that he wants some-
one of stature,” said Makovsky, 
a longtime friend of Lew.

“It’s going to come at a diffi-
cult time,” he said.

Lew would succeed Thomas 
Nides, another veteran Demo-
cratic political operative who 
made headlines with his unu-
sually blunt language on Net-
anyahu’s judicial reforms.

Jack Lew

Egypt president 
calls for measures 
to slow birthrate
AFP |Cairo, Egypt

Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi called 

yesterday for measures to 
slow the birthrate in the 
Arab world's most populous 
country, citing China's one-
child  policy as an example.

"We need 400,000 births 
per year," said the leader of 
the country of 105 million 
inhabitants which recorded 
nearly 2.2 million births in 
2022.

Sisi intervened when his 
minister of health and pop-
ulation, Khaled Abdel Ghaf-
far, told a conference that 
"having children is a matter 
of complete freedom".

"I do not agree with your 
idea that having children is 
a matter of complete free-
dom," the president said.

"Leaving their freedom to 
people who potentially do 
not know the extent of the 
challenge? In the end, it is 
the whole of society and the 
Egyptian state which will 
pay the price," he said

French ‘getaway king’ on trial for brazen helicopter jailbreak
AFP |Paris, France

A convicted burglar who es-
caped prison in 2018 aboard a 

hijacked helicopter in a jailbreak 
that astonished France went on 
trial in Paris on Tuesday, facing 
life in prison over his brazen get-
away.

Nicknamed the “getaway king”, 
Redouine Faid, 51, was serving 
time for burglary when accom-
plices hijacked a helicopter and 
landed it in the court-
yard of Reau prison, 
southeast of Paris, on 
the morning of July 
1, 2018.

While one of them 
held a gun to the pi-
lot’s head, two others 
stepped out of the 
helicopter launching 
smoke grenades.

One of them then 
kept watch, armed 
with a Kalashnikov assault rifle, 
while another -- wearing a fake 
police armband -- used a circular 
power saw to cut open the gate 
to the prison cell corridor where 
Faid and his brother Brahim were 
being held.

Witnesses later said that Faid 
“very calmly” walked out of his 

cell to the waiting 
helicopter, which 
took off without 
any shots  being 
fired. The entire 
operation took 10 
minutes. Police lat-
er found the heli-
copter abandoned.

He was re-cap-
tured three months 
later, hiding in the 
home of friend of a 

relative.
Faid, who broke out of jail once 

before in 2013, taking wardens 
hostage and blowing up the prison 
gate, faces life imprisonment for 
the repeat offence.

He has a history of robberies 
involving armoured vehicles and 
hostage-taking and at the time of 

the jailbreak was already serving 
a 25-year sentence for a botched 
heist in which a policewoman 
got killed. Eleven suspected ac-
complices, including members of 
his family, are on trial alongside 
Faid, charged with helping him in 
the escape and during the subse-
quent three months it took police 
to catch him. Access to the court 
room was under special protec-
tion on Tuesday and mobile phone 
signals scrambled, officials said.

Faid made no statements to in-
vestigators in the run-up to the 
trial, except to say he was sorry 
that his accomplices had been 
caught up in the trial.

Reau prison has since installed 
security lines over the courtyard 
to prevent any more jailbreaks 
by air.

French helicopter Alouette II abandoned by French armed robber Redoine Faid after 
his escape from prison in Reau

Great Wall of shame: two held after smashing hole in China landmark
AFP |Beijing, China

Two people have been detained 
after using an excavator to dig 

a hole in the Great Wall of China, 
state broadcaster CCTV said.

Police in Shanxi province fol-
lowed tracks made by machinery 
used to dig a shortcut through a 
segment of the wall -- remains of 
the immense structure built by 
China's emperors to deter foreign 
invaders.

The suspects admitted under 
questioning that they had used a 
digger to create a shortcut in the 
wall in a bid to reduce local travel 
time, state media reported.

The section of the Great Wall 
affected, situated about a six-hour 
drive west of central Beijing, dates 
back to China's Ming Dynasty of 
the 14th through 17th centuries.

State broadcaster CCTV report-
ed Monday that the suspects had 
caused "irreversible damage" to 

the Ming-era wall, which was 
described as a "relatively intact" 
section of significant research 
value. Images on Chinese state 

TV showed the aftermath of the 
scene, where a dusty road had 
been cut through a long, raised 
section of ground that appeared 

to be the remnants of the ancient 
barrier.

"Currently, the two suspects 
have been criminally detained in 
accordance with the law, and the 
case is continuing to be investigat-
ed," according to CCTV.

Japanese man admits starting 
deadly anime studio fire: reports

AFP |Tokyo, Japan

A Japanese man allegedly 
angry that his ideas had 

been stolen admitted Tuesday 
to starting a fire that killed 36 
people in an animation studio 
in 2019, local media said.

The blaze that  r ipped 
through the studios of Kyo-
to Animation in July 2019 
shocked Japan as well as the 
huge anime industry and its 
fans around the world.

“It’s correct I’ve done” what 
is in the charges, Shinji Aoba 
said at the Kyoto District Court 
as the trial opened, according 
to the Jiji Press news agency.

“I didn’t think so many peo-
ple would die and now I think I 
went too far,” said the 45-year-
old.

Aoba, who nearly died from 
burns he sustained and ap-
peared in court in a wheel-
chair, faces five charges in-
cluding murder, attempted 
murder and arson.

He is accused of breaking 
into the studio’s building, 
spreading gasoline around 
the ground floor and setting it 
alight before reportedly shout-
ing “drop dead”.

Many of those killed in the 
blaze were young staff, includ-
ing a 21-year-old woman. More 
than 30 others were injured.

Aoba’s lawyers on Tuesday 
entered a plea of not guilty, 
saying he “did not have the ca-
pacity to distinguish between 
good and bad and to stop com-
mitting the crime due to men-
tal disorder,” public broadcast-
er NHK said.

Jill Biden contracts 
Covid: White House

Washington, United States

US First Lady Jill Biden 
on Monday tested posi-

tive for Covid-19, the White 
House said. President Joe 
Biden tested negative.

The 72-year-old first 
lady is experiencing “only 
mild symptoms,” her office 
said, and will remain in the 
couple’s home in Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware.

Jill Biden last tested pos-
itive for Covid a year ago.

President Biden, 80, was 
administered a Covid test 
Monday evening and tested 
negative, the White House 
said, adding that he will 
continue regular testing and 
monitor for symptoms.

The United States has 
been experiencing a rise in 
Covid cases and hospitaliza-
tions in recent weeks.

Shinji Aoba suffered burns to 90% of his body in the fire

Representative picture

A courtsketch shows French 
armed robber Redoine Faid

Pentagon reveals Japan as 
UFO sighting hotspot
Yahoo

The US  Department of 
Defense  has published 

a document outlining the 
“world’s UFO hotspots”.

It is based on reports from 
between 1996 and 2023, and 
includes a map that shows 
where unidentified object 
sightings have been reported 
the most frequently.

The map was released soon 
after the Pentagon’s top official 
acknowledged that hundreds 
of enigmatic objects have been 
observed “all over the world”. 

According to the map, UFO 
sighting hotspots include Na-
gasaki and Hiroshima in Ja-
pan. It may surprise enthu-
siasts who typically identify 
sightings with the US to learn 
that Japan and a region of the 
Middle East, encompassing 
Iraq and Syria, are hotspots for 
UFO spotting.

The small town of Iinomachi 
in Fukushima prefecture, 
sometimes known as “UFO 
Town”, is another of Japan’s 
tourist highlights. In an effort 
to gain attention and market 
itself as a “home to  aliens”, 
Iinomachi has been decorated 
with alien-themed ornaments. 
It also serves as the headquar-
ters for the International UFO 
Lab, a study organisation run 
by alien aficionado Takeharu 
Mikami that was established 
in 2021.

According to the  Japan 
Times, the International UFO 
Lab released six photos in 
June of “probable UFOs” that 
were reportedly taken near 
Kobe and Fukushima, among 
other areas.

A total of 494 reports re-
ceived from people in Japan 
and abroad in a single year 
were whittled down. Most ap-
peared to be of drones, birds or 
were just reflections.

Sightings were also reported 
on the east and west coasts of 
the US, including California, 
and regions of the Middle East.

It may surprise enthusiasts 
who typically identify sight-
ings with the US to learn that 
Japan and a region of the Mid-
dle East, encompassing Iraq 
and Syria, are hotspots for UFO 
spotting.

The US government’s map is 
included in a five-page report 
titled UAP Reporting Trends 
that was posted on the All-do-
main Anomaly Resolution 
Office’s (AARO) new website, 
which launched in August. 
The AARO is a specialised UFO 
department that was estab-
lished in July of last year.
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IF YOU CANNOT DO GREAT THINGS, 
DO SMALL THINGS IN A GREAT WAY
NAPOLEON HILL

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023

3114BC 1522 1901 1014TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Date Maya/Mesoamerican Long 
Count Calendar starts dating from 
(as corresponds to the Julian Cal-
endar).

Ferdinand Magellan’s Spanish ex-
pedition aboard the Vitoria returns 

to Spain without their captain. 
First to circumnavigate the earth.

US President William McKinley is shot 
by Leon Czolgosz, an anarchist, while 
visiting the Pan-American Exposition in 
New York

World War I: First Battle of the 
Marne begins, French and British 

forces prevent German advance 
on Paris (till the 12th Sept)
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The Facebook caved 
to far left pressure 

groups and now allows 
them to silently dictate 
policy in exchange for 
ad money

@elonmusk

These young refugees 
are sharing their sto-

ries through short films. 
They were trained dur-
ing a UNICEF-supported 
workshop in Cox’s Ba-
zaar, Bangladesh. As the 
Rohingya crisis enters its 
sixth year, UNICEF con-
tinues to support chil-
dren’s needs.

@UNICEF

Teachers play a key role 
in building our future 

and inspiring dreams. On 
#TeachersDay, we salute 
them for their unwaver-
ing dedication and great 
impact. Tributes to Dr. 
S. Radhakrishnan on his 
birth anniversary.

@narendramodi

Africa can be a renew-
able energy super-

power. Now is the time 
to bring together African 
countries with devel-
oped countries, financial 
institutions and technol-
ogy companies to create 
a true African Renewable 
Energy Alliance.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u The world inched a 
step closer towards tackling plastic 
pollution, with the United Nations 
publishing the first draft of a binding 
treaty to tackle the scourge. Some 
175 nations are working to reach a 
landmark agreement by end-2024 
that will curb plastic pollution, which 
ends up in oceans, birds’ stomachs 
and on mountain peaks. Microplastics have 
even been detected in blood and maternal 
milk. Global plastic production has more 
than doubled since the start of the century 
to reach 460 million tonnes and could 
triple by 2060 if nothing is done. Only nine 
percent is currently recycled. The draft deal, published by the Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee, will form the basis of fresh talks in the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi, on November 13-19, the UN Environment Programme said on Monday. 
The proposals include reducing the production of primary plastic polymers, which 
NGOs have been advocating for years. Major plastic producers like the United 
States and Gulf countries could strongly oppose the measure. They prefer to 
promote re-use and recycling to reduce waste.

u Kyiv’s Saint Sophia 
Cathedral and the historical centre of 
western Ukrainian city Lviv should join 
UNESCO’s list of World Heritage sites 
in danger due to the Russian invasion, 

a senior official at the UN body said yesterday.  “These 
sites are threatened with destruction. There have been 
attacks on the buffer zones around these sites and we 
don’t know what will happen in the future,” the head of 
the World Heritage programme Lazare Eloundou told 
AFP in Paris. The World Heritage Committee, set to meet 

from September 10-25 in Riyadh, will “likely” make 
the decision “based on experts’ opinion” that the 
sites are “demonstrably in danger”, Eloundou added.

u Elon Musk, the owner of social media 
platform X, formerly Twitter, said the site is 
considering suing the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
over accusations of anti-Semitism, which he blames for 
falling revenue. Musk late Monday accused the US-based 
Jewish organization of making unfounded complaints 
against him and X that have scared away advertisers. 
“To clear our platform’s name on the matter of anti-
Semitism, it looks like we have no choice but to file a 
defamation lawsuit against the Anti-Defamation League... oh the irony!” Musk 
wrote on X on Monday. “Based on what we’ve heard from advertisers, ADL seems 
to be responsible for most of our revenue loss,” he wrote, adding that the group 
“would potentially be on the hook for destroying half the value of the company, 
so roughly $22 billion.”

UNESCO recommends 
placing Kyiv, Lviv on 

endangered heritage list

Musk threatens 
to sue anti-
defamation group 

for falling revenue

World inches 
step closer towards 
plastic pollution 

deal: UN

Construction of the Great 
Wall, which is split into 

sections that in total stretch 
for thousands of kilometres, 

first began in the third 
century BC and continued 

for centuries.
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Iran arrests Mahsa Amini uncle 
ahead of death anniversary 
AFP | Paris, France

Iranian authorities yesterday 
arrested an uncle of Mah-

sa Amini, the young Iranian 
Kurdish woman who died in 
custody sparking months of 
protests, just ahead of the first 
anniversary of her death, re-
ports said. 

Safa Aeli, 30, was arrested 
by security forces in the fam-
ily’s hometown of Saqez in 
western Iran and taken to an 
unknown location, the Kurd-
ish-focused Hengaw rights 
group, France-based Kurdis-
tan Human Rights Network 

and the 1500tasvir protest 
monitor said in separate  
statements.

Hengaw said Iranian au-
thorities deployed a convoy of 
five vehicles filled with mem-
bers of the security forces to 
forcibly enter Aeli’s residence, 
without presenting any legal 
documentation.

Media based outside Iran 
have said that the town of 
Saqez is under particular scru-
tiny ahead of the anniversary, 
with hotels told not to accept 
outsiders and new security 
cameras being set up including 
around Amini’s grave.

India astir over rumoured plans 
to change country’s name
AFP |New Delhi, India

India was buzzing with 
speculation yesterday over 

rumoured plans to scrap 
official usage of the coun-
try ’s English name, after 
a state-issued invite sent to 
world leaders referred to it as  
“Bharat”.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi himself typically refers 
to India as “Bharat”, a word 
dating back to ancient Hindu 
scriptures written in Sanskrit, 
and one of two official names 
for the country under its con-

stitution. This weekend India 
hosts the G20 summit of world 
leaders, capped with a state 
dinner that invitation cards 
said would be hosted by the 
“President of Bharat”.

The government has called 
a special session of parliament 
for later in the month while 
remaining tight-lipped about 
its legislative agenda.

But broadcaster News18 said 
unnamed government sources 
had told it that BJP lawmakers 
would put forward a special 
resolution to give precedence 
to the name “Bharat”.

Six billion tonnes of sand extracted 
from world’s oceans each year: UN
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Some six billion tonnes of 
sand and other sediment is 

extracted from the world’s seas 
and oceans every year, the UN 
said yesterday, warning of the 
devastating toll on biodiversity 
and coastal communities.

Launching the first ever glob-
al data platform on sediment 
extraction in marine environ-
ments, the United Nations En-
vironment Programme (UNEP), 
warned that the scale of dredg-
ing was growing, with dire con-
sequences.

“The scale of environmental 
impacts of shallow sea min-
ing activities and dredging is 
alarming,” said Pascal Peduz-
zi, who heads UNEP’s analytics 

centre GRID-Geneva.
He pointed to the effects on 

biodiversity, as well as on water 
turbidity, and noise impacts on 
marine mammals.

The new data platform, Ma-
rine Sand Watch, uses artificial 
intelligence to track and moni-
tor dredging activities of sand, 
clay, silt, gravel and rock in the 
world’s marine enviroment.

It uses so-called Automatic 
Identification System (AIS) sig-
nals for ships combined with 

AI to identify the operations 
of dredging vessels, including 
in hotspots like the North Sea 
and the east coast of the United 
States. The signals emitted by 
the vessels allow “access to the 
movements of every ship on the 
planet,” Peduzzi told AFP, add-
ing that AI makes it possible to 
analyse the mountains of data 
gathered.

That process is still in the 
early stages, and so far, only 
around 50 percent of vessels are 
being monitored.

But the platform estimates 
that between four and eight 
billion tonnes of marine sand 
and other sediment were ex-
tracted every year from marine 
environments between 2012 
and 2019.

Cuba uncovers human trafficking 
for Russia’s war in Ukraine

• There was no immediate 
reaction from Moscow

• The Cuban government 
had initiated criminal 
proceedings

AFP | Havana, Cuba

Cuba has identified an alleged 
human trafficking ring aimed 
at recruiting its citizens to fight 

in Russia’s war in Ukraine, the foreign 
ministry said Monday.

The government was working to 
dismantle a “trafficking network that 
operates from Russia to incorporate 
Cuban citizens living there, and even 
some from Cuba, into the military forc-
es involved in military operations in 
Ukraine,” the ministry said in a state-
ment.

The Cuban government had initiat-
ed criminal proceedings against those 
carrying out the trafficking, it added.

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodri-

guez said in a post on X, formerly Twit-
ter, that  the government was “acting 
with the full force of the law” against 
trafficking operations.

“Cuba is not part of the war in 
Ukraine,” the ministry said, adding 
it would take action against anyone 
“who participates in any form of hu-
man trafficking for the purpose of 
recruitment or mercenarism for Cu-
ban citizens to use arms against any  
country.”

There was no immediate reaction 
from Moscow. On Friday, Miami’s 
America TeVe newspaper published 

what it described as testimonies from 
two teenagers who said they had been 
tricked into working alongside the 
Russian army on construction sites in 
Ukraine.

In a video message posted on the 
newspaper’s website, one of the teens 
called for help getting out as quickly as 
possible. America TeVe said the video 
message was sent from a bus trans-
porting the pair from Ukraine to the 
Russian city Ryazan along with Russian 
servicemen.

“We can’t sleep (because) at any 
moment they can come back and do 

something to us,” said another young 
man, who claimed to have been  
beaten.

Another Cuban man told the me-
dia outlet that he had signed up with 
Moscow’s armed forces hoping to le-
galize his status in Russia. Moscow 
and Havana have boosted ties recently, 
with Cuban President Miguel Díaz-
Canel meeting his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin in Moscow at the end 
of last year. 

In June, Cuban Defence Minister 
Alvaro Lopez Miera was received by his 
counterpart Sergei Shugu.Russian President Vladimir Putin

Biden taps political veteran 
Lew as Israel envoy

• Lew, an Orthodox 
Jew who observes 
the weekly sabbath, 
will play a key role 
in managing the 
relationship as Biden 
attempts to broker a 
potentially historic 
deal for Saudi Arabia 
to recognize Israel.

AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Joe Biden yes-
terday nominated former 

treasury secretary Jack Lew as 
ambassador to Israel, tapping 
a veteran political player with 
close ties to the Jewish state 
at a turbulent time between 
the allies.

Lew, an Orthodox Jew who 
observes the weekly sabbath, 
will play a key role in manag-
ing the relationship as Biden 
attempts to broker a poten-
tially historic deal for Saudi 
Arabia to recognize Israel.

The nomination comes after 
a spike in tensions with Biden 
openly criticizing an overhaul 
of the judiciary by Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, in 
what critics say is a threat to 
democracy by the most right-
wing government in Israel’s 
history.

Lew will need confirmation 
from the Senate, where Bid-
en’s Democratic Party retains 
control but Republicans ahead 
of the 2024 US election could 
fight against the nomination.

In a formal statement, the 
White House cited the “distin-

guished career in public ser-
vice” of Lew, who has served 
in successive Democratic 
administrations. Under Ba-
rack Obama, Lew -- a trained 
lawyer -- served as treasury 
secretary and earlier as White 
House chief of staff, director of 
the Office of Management and 
Budget and as a deputy secre-
tary of state to Hillary Clinton.

David Makovsky, a distin-
guished fellow at the Wash-
ington Institute for Near East 
Policy, said that Lew, while 
more of a budgetary than for-
eign policy expert, would be 
the first former cabinet sec-
retary to become ambassador 
to Israel.

“Having him there is a signal 
by the president that he greatly 
values the bilateral relation-
ship and that he wants some-
one of stature,” said Makovsky, 
a longtime friend of Lew.

“It’s going to come at a diffi-
cult time,” he said.

Lew would succeed Thomas 
Nides, another veteran Demo-
cratic political operative who 
made headlines with his unu-
sually blunt language on Net-
anyahu’s judicial reforms.

Jack Lew

Egypt president 
calls for measures 
to slow birthrate
AFP |Cairo, Egypt

Egyptian President Ab-
del Fattah al-Sisi called 

yesterday for measures to 
slow the birthrate in the 
Arab world's most populous 
country, citing China's one-
child  policy as an example.

"We need 400,000 births 
per year," said the leader of 
the country of 105 million 
inhabitants which recorded 
nearly 2.2 million births in 
2022.

Sisi intervened when his 
minister of health and pop-
ulation, Khaled Abdel Ghaf-
far, told a conference that 
"having children is a matter 
of complete freedom".

"I do not agree with your 
idea that having children is 
a matter of complete free-
dom," the president said.

"Leaving their freedom to 
people who potentially do 
not know the extent of the 
challenge? In the end, it is 
the whole of society and the 
Egyptian state which will 
pay the price," he said

French ‘getaway king’ on trial for brazen helicopter jailbreak
AFP |Paris, France

A convicted burglar who es-
caped prison in 2018 aboard a 

hijacked helicopter in a jailbreak 
that astonished France went on 
trial in Paris on Tuesday, facing 
life in prison over his brazen get-
away.

Nicknamed the “getaway king”, 
Redouine Faid, 51, was serving 
time for burglary when accom-
plices hijacked a helicopter and 
landed it in the court-
yard of Reau prison, 
southeast of Paris, on 
the morning of July 
1, 2018.

While one of them 
held a gun to the pi-
lot’s head, two others 
stepped out of the 
helicopter launching 
smoke grenades.

One of them then 
kept watch, armed 
with a Kalashnikov assault rifle, 
while another -- wearing a fake 
police armband -- used a circular 
power saw to cut open the gate 
to the prison cell corridor where 
Faid and his brother Brahim were 
being held.

Witnesses later said that Faid 
“very calmly” walked out of his 

cell to the waiting 
helicopter, which 
took off without 
any shots  being 
fired. The entire 
operation took 10 
minutes. Police lat-
er found the heli-
copter abandoned.

He was re-cap-
tured three months 
later, hiding in the 
home of friend of a 

relative.
Faid, who broke out of jail once 

before in 2013, taking wardens 
hostage and blowing up the prison 
gate, faces life imprisonment for 
the repeat offence.

He has a history of robberies 
involving armoured vehicles and 
hostage-taking and at the time of 

the jailbreak was already serving 
a 25-year sentence for a botched 
heist in which a policewoman 
got killed. Eleven suspected ac-
complices, including members of 
his family, are on trial alongside 
Faid, charged with helping him in 
the escape and during the subse-
quent three months it took police 
to catch him. Access to the court 
room was under special protec-
tion on Tuesday and mobile phone 
signals scrambled, officials said.

Faid made no statements to in-
vestigators in the run-up to the 
trial, except to say he was sorry 
that his accomplices had been 
caught up in the trial.

Reau prison has since installed 
security lines over the courtyard 
to prevent any more jailbreaks 
by air.

French helicopter Alouette II abandoned by French armed robber Redoine Faid after 
his escape from prison in Reau

Great Wall of shame: two held after smashing hole in China landmark
AFP |Beijing, China

Two people have been detained 
after using an excavator to dig 

a hole in the Great Wall of China, 
state broadcaster CCTV said.

Police in Shanxi province fol-
lowed tracks made by machinery 
used to dig a shortcut through a 
segment of the wall -- remains of 
the immense structure built by 
China's emperors to deter foreign 
invaders.

The suspects admitted under 
questioning that they had used a 
digger to create a shortcut in the 
wall in a bid to reduce local travel 
time, state media reported.

The section of the Great Wall 
affected, situated about a six-hour 
drive west of central Beijing, dates 
back to China's Ming Dynasty of 
the 14th through 17th centuries.

State broadcaster CCTV report-
ed Monday that the suspects had 
caused "irreversible damage" to 

the Ming-era wall, which was 
described as a "relatively intact" 
section of significant research 
value. Images on Chinese state 

TV showed the aftermath of the 
scene, where a dusty road had 
been cut through a long, raised 
section of ground that appeared 

to be the remnants of the ancient 
barrier.

"Currently, the two suspects 
have been criminally detained in 
accordance with the law, and the 
case is continuing to be investigat-
ed," according to CCTV.

Japanese man admits starting 
deadly anime studio fire: reports

AFP |Tokyo, Japan

A Japanese man allegedly 
angry that his ideas had 

been stolen admitted Tuesday 
to starting a fire that killed 36 
people in an animation studio 
in 2019, local media said.

The blaze that  r ipped 
through the studios of Kyo-
to Animation in July 2019 
shocked Japan as well as the 
huge anime industry and its 
fans around the world.

“It’s correct I’ve done” what 
is in the charges, Shinji Aoba 
said at the Kyoto District Court 
as the trial opened, according 
to the Jiji Press news agency.

“I didn’t think so many peo-
ple would die and now I think I 
went too far,” said the 45-year-
old.

Aoba, who nearly died from 
burns he sustained and ap-
peared in court in a wheel-
chair, faces five charges in-
cluding murder, attempted 
murder and arson.

He is accused of breaking 
into the studio’s building, 
spreading gasoline around 
the ground floor and setting it 
alight before reportedly shout-
ing “drop dead”.

Many of those killed in the 
blaze were young staff, includ-
ing a 21-year-old woman. More 
than 30 others were injured.

Aoba’s lawyers on Tuesday 
entered a plea of not guilty, 
saying he “did not have the ca-
pacity to distinguish between 
good and bad and to stop com-
mitting the crime due to men-
tal disorder,” public broadcast-
er NHK said.

Jill Biden contracts 
Covid: White House

Washington, United States

US First Lady Jill Biden 
on Monday tested posi-

tive for Covid-19, the White 
House said. President Joe 
Biden tested negative.

The 72-year-old first 
lady is experiencing “only 
mild symptoms,” her office 
said, and will remain in the 
couple’s home in Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware.

Jill Biden last tested pos-
itive for Covid a year ago.

President Biden, 80, was 
administered a Covid test 
Monday evening and tested 
negative, the White House 
said, adding that he will 
continue regular testing and 
monitor for symptoms.

The United States has 
been experiencing a rise in 
Covid cases and hospitaliza-
tions in recent weeks.

Shinji Aoba suffered burns to 90% of his body in the fire
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A courtsketch shows French 
armed robber Redoine Faid

Pentagon reveals Japan as 
UFO sighting hotspot
Yahoo

The US  Department of 
Defense  has published 

a document outlining the 
“world’s UFO hotspots”.

It is based on reports from 
between 1996 and 2023, and 
includes a map that shows 
where unidentified object 
sightings have been reported 
the most frequently.

The map was released soon 
after the Pentagon’s top official 
acknowledged that hundreds 
of enigmatic objects have been 
observed “all over the world”. 

According to the map, UFO 
sighting hotspots include Na-
gasaki and Hiroshima in Ja-
pan. It may surprise enthu-
siasts who typically identify 
sightings with the US to learn 
that Japan and a region of the 
Middle East, encompassing 
Iraq and Syria, are hotspots for 
UFO spotting.

The small town of Iinomachi 
in Fukushima prefecture, 
sometimes known as “UFO 
Town”, is another of Japan’s 
tourist highlights. In an effort 
to gain attention and market 
itself as a “home to  aliens”, 
Iinomachi has been decorated 
with alien-themed ornaments. 
It also serves as the headquar-
ters for the International UFO 
Lab, a study organisation run 
by alien aficionado Takeharu 
Mikami that was established 
in 2021.

According to the  Japan 
Times, the International UFO 
Lab released six photos in 
June of “probable UFOs” that 
were reportedly taken near 
Kobe and Fukushima, among 
other areas.

A total of 494 reports re-
ceived from people in Japan 
and abroad in a single year 
were whittled down. Most ap-
peared to be of drones, birds or 
were just reflections.

Sightings were also reported 
on the east and west coasts of 
the US, including California, 
and regions of the Middle East.

It may surprise enthusiasts 
who typically identify sight-
ings with the US to learn that 
Japan and a region of the Mid-
dle East, encompassing Iraq 
and Syria, are hotspots for UFO 
spotting.

The US government’s map is 
included in a five-page report 
titled UAP Reporting Trends 
that was posted on the All-do-
main Anomaly Resolution 
Office’s (AARO) new website, 
which launched in August. 
The AARO is a specialised UFO 
department that was estab-
lished in July of last year.
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New Horizon School 
solemnise Indian Teachers 
Day and its Foundation Day

New Horizon School yesterday celebrated Indian Teachers Day along 
with its Foundation Day, marking 23 years of excellence in the field of 
quality education in both Zinj and Segayya campuses. School Chairman, 
Joy Mathews, addressed the gathering and wished all the teachers on this 
aesthetic juncture. Principal, Vandana Satheesh, felicitated all the teachers, 
by furnishing their dedication and hard work, with a small token of love 
on behalf of the management. All the students bestowed their endearment 
towards their teachers by presenting them with alluring hand-made cards, 
sweets and much more.

BSB bolsters student performance 
through use of pioneering AI technology
TDT | Manama

Inspired Education Group, the 
leading global group of pre-

mium schools, has announced 
the results of a pilot programme 
of AI technology in everyday 
teaching and learning for sec-
ondary school students.

In a national first, the pro-
gramme, which saw the In-
spired AI platform used by pilot 
group of 160 students at BSB, has 
demonstrating that participat-
ing students saw an improve-
ment in performance of 4.6 per-
centage points on average. 

The success of the pilot 
means Inspired AI will continue 
to be rolled out to the wider BSB 
school community. 

The Inspired AI platform lev-
erages artificial intelligence to 
create bespoke ‘pathways’ for 
students across both their class-
work and homework, whilst at 

the same time providing re-
al-time analytics and recom-
mendations to both teachers 
and parents. 

Inspired AI uses initial ‘di-
agnostic’ testing to assess an 
individual student’s respective 
strengths and weaknesses and, 

using this data, then creates tai-
lored exercises and modules for 
each student across subjects 
including English, Maths and 
Science.

These individualised ‘path-
ways’ ensure a student’s specific 
weaknesses are addressed and 
improved upon, whilst at the 
same time further amplifying 
their strengths across each sub-
ject. 

Notably, students involved in 
the broader international study 
saw, on average, the greatest 
improvement in performance 
across Biology, 10.6 percentage 
points, and Chemistry, 9.4 per-
centage points. 

John Maguire, Executive 
Headmaster, British School 
of Bahrain, said, “The British 
School of Bahrain has an en-
viable reputation for innova-
tion and adopting technology 
to support learning. This ethos 

has strengthened our position 
as the leading British school 
within the country. Embracing 
AI aligns with the Kingdom of 
Bahrain’s unrivalled commit-
ment to educational excellence, 
especially with Bahrain holding 
the region’s longest-established 
education system. We can see a 
glimpse into the future of edu-
cation, where innovation drives 
us towards greater academic 
achievement, and we’re excited 
to see what more we can do with 
it in the future.”

In its everyday usage in 
schools, the Inspired AI plat-
form serves three primary 
purposes. Firstly, accelerating 
learning for students through 
intelligent personalisation. 

Secondly, the platform also 
reduces the workload for teach-
ers, particularly in terms of 
marking, analysis, and resource 
creation. 
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BENEFIT hosts Bahrain 
Future Leaders Summer Camp
TDT | Manama

BENEFIT, the Kingdom’s in-
novator and leading com-

pany in Fintech and electronic 
financial transactions service, 
announced hosting the Future 
Leaders Summer Camp for the 
summer of 2023 organized by 
Bahrain Islamic Bank (BisB) 
and INJAZ Bahrain.

The program, which took 
place on August 22nd and 
23rd, sought to inspire and 
empower the next generation 
of leaders by offering students 
an initial glimpse into the cor-
porate realm.

BENEFIT hosted 80 male and 
female young students in Fu-
ture Leaders Summer Camp 
aged 13 to 15 from intermediate 
schools. 

The initiative promised to 
reflect BENEFIT’s dedication 
to youth development as well 
as its steadfast confidence in 
the value of diversity and in-
clusion.

The two-day event was filled 
with intriguing and informa-
tive activities aimed to provide 
students with significant in-
sights into the business world. 

The program’s highlight was 
a guided company tour, dur-
ing which students had the 
opportunity to engage with 
BENEFIT’s Chief Executive, as 
well as officials from several 
departments. 

These department mem-

bers shared their expertise 
and skills, providing students 
with an insight into the vari-
ous roles that enable a firm to 
prosper.

A significant component of 
the programme is the Innova-
tion Challenge, encouraging 
students to push the bounda-
ries, think creatively and col-
laborate to tackle real-world 
challenges. 

This hands-on exercise de-
velops critical thinking abili-
ties, and also builds an entre-
preneurial spirit and financial 
literacy amongst participants. 

Hanan Hasan, Manager, PR 
& Corporate Communication 
at BENEFIT, commented, “By 
opening our doors to these ex-
ceptional youths, we aspire to 
inspire them and offer them 
with the skills they need to lay 
the foundations for a success-
ful future.”

ASU offers scholarships for first academic year in British hosted programmes
TDT | Manama

Applied Science University 
(ASU) announced new par-

tial scholarships ranging from 
30% to 40% on the first academ-
ic year to all students enrolled in 
British programmes hosted by 
London South Bank University 
(LSBU) for the first semester 
2023/2024, according to the 
graduation GPA of the applicant.

In fact, students with GPA of 
85% or above receive a 40% 
scholarship, while students 
with GPA of less than 85% re-
ceive a 30% scholarship for the 

first academic year, and stu-
dents continue to receive partial 
scholarships for the remain-
ing academic years as per the 
academic excellence scheme, 
which amount to up to 25%.

Professor Ammar Kaka, Pres-
ident of the University, said that 
admissions and registration 
continue for students willing 
to join the University in the 
first semester 2023/2024, and 
explained that the University 
offers British programmes in 
cooperation with LSBU in var-
ious disciplines that meet the 
needs of the labour market. 

Applicants can enroll at the 
University by visiting the cam-
pus and completing all their reg-
istration procedures or through 
the website of the University. 

There are 6 British pro-
grammes offered for the first 

semester 2023/2024 at ASU: BA 
(Hons) Business Management, 
BEng (Hons) Mechanical Engi-
neering, BEng (Hons) Electri-
cal and Electronic Engineering, 
BEng (Hons) Civil Engineering 
and BEng (Hons) Architectural 
Engineering, in addition to LLB 
(Hons) Law, which is distin-
guished by providing students 
with the opportunity to study 
both the Bahraini and British 
laws, which opens broad pros-
pects for them to work in the 
legal field after graduation and 
successfully join the labour 
market in Bahrain and beyond.

A general view of ASU

John Maguire, Executive Headmaster, 
British School of Bahrain

Hanan Hasan, Manager, PR & 
Corporate Communication at 
BENEFIT

New Millennium School Bahrain celebrates Teachers’ Day

New Millennium School, Bahrain yesterday celebrated Teachers’ Day to acknowledge the selfless contribution of the teachers in shaping an intellectually bright 
society. The staff members of the school were felicitated on the occasion. Principal Arun Kuumar Sharma appreciated the effort of the students in putting up such 
an entertaining programme and extolled them on their performance. Chairman Dr Ravi Pillai and Managing Director Geetha Pillai extended their warmest wishes 
to the entire teaching fraternity on this joyous occasion.

Bhavans Bahrain Indian School commemorates Teacher’s Day

Bhavans Bahrain Indian School celebrated Teacher’s Day with a special assembly by the student Council members. They presented a cultural program, quiz and 
played videos highlighting their love and admiration towards the teachers. Principal Saji Jacob guided the teachers during the oath taking ceremony and also 
motivated all to continue doing the great work.  Directors Himanshu Verma and Ritu Verma  appreciated the efforts of teachers in making the learning interesting 
and thereby taking the school to new heights



VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

Call us on +973 36458394
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City Point Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17500794 or 
ayman@sevenleisure.net
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
La faine beauty Salon & Spa. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39653962 or ANILAPPUS8008@GMAIL.COM
Aitana information technology and computer 
services w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34551553 or SAGEER91189@GMAIL.
COM
Green Park Restaurant Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34392150 or GREENPARKFT@GMAIL.COM
Adamas Bahrain Motors Company W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39689682 or KARL.HAMER@
ADAMASCONSULTANTS.COM
ALWethh  Contracting Co. Bahraini 
Partnership Co. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13109569 or 
ALWETHHCONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
Florencia Ice Cream W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(OPERATIONS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33000643 or FLORENCIA@
FLORENCIAICECREAM.CON
MOVENPICK HOTEL BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BABY-SITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17460087 or Fatema.Meftah@movenpick.com
Al Manar Pharmacy W L L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES REPRESENTATIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33866650 or HATEM_SAAD98@YAHOO.COM
PINANGS CAFE AND RESTURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33332219 or ZAYOON.DOC@HOTMAIL.COM
Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36167111 or bmc.bahrain111@gmail.com
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
UNIVERSAL FOUNDATIONS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17620673 or 
SKDGRPCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33572333 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM
Arabian Pearl Gulf School has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TEACHER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17403666 or malaali@
batelco.com.bh
SECURE SERVICES LIMITED W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17797998 or NIGEL@SECURESERVICES.BH
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
HIGH LIFE BAHRAIN ENTERTAINMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39022204 or HILIFEBAHRAINFK@
GMAIL.COM
BO ABDULLAH TAILORING & UPHOLSTERY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33253626 or WAHIDZAHID8@GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
A 2 B Media & Promotions has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SYSTEM ANALYST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17277570 or 
ASIF.ABBAS77@GMAIL.COM
ALNOOR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(BUS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17736773 or roonlasc@batelco.com.bh
S.JAAFAR ALI SHARAF HASAN / JIRAN 
ALKHAYR - 7809 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 39263338 or 
JALOOL-83@HOTMAIL.COM
AL RASI OPTICS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36851979 or 
2020VISIONOPTIC@GMAIL.COM
SEAMEN INTERNATIONAL SEAFOODS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39156562 or SAGARBMS1@GMAIL.
COM
GREEN STAR ISRAR GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33645871 or 
RAKHA813@GMAIL.COM
PAK PRO CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36515888 or Q5020888@GMAIL.COM
MADINA SHINE CAR POLISHING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33138477 or UMREDHA017@GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
HISHAM ABDULRAZZAK CONSTRUTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38882236 or 
HISHAMRAZZAQ@GMAIL.COM
STAR GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17300013 or 
ahmed@stargroupbh.com
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17831000 or 
AKJCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH
Bahrain Al Arabi International Decoration 
Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of GYPSUM CARVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17715919 or daaij@
alarabi-bh.com
WARIS SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35097047 or 
SA8881139@GMAIL.COM
Danway Electrical & Mechanical Engineering 
L.L.C has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17297600 or danbahrain@danwayeme.
com
HASAN A. H. ALI H. / AMOUNA ALMAZYONA 
-13466 has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36755572 or HASSAN.ALI9104@
HOTMAIL.COM
EAGLE MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33772067 or ALSHAIKH2@HOTMAIL.COM
SMITHA MOTOR SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36067715 or BUSALAH71@
OUTLOOK.COM
WAHAB SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38974616 or 
ghiaswaqas@yahoo.com
SHEGER FASHION DESIGHN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DESIGNER(FASHION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36841778 or MEKY.
M9@GMAIL.COM
ACM WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35028435 or HR@
NAYCONTRACTING.ORG
ENERGYYA SPECIALTY TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66761343 or SERVICES@
SABMDCONSULTING.COM
IMAGE MEGA CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34615000 or ADANAFTAB8@GMAIL.COM
BLUE BAY CLEANING EST. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36004196 or 
SAIFALBAHRAIN.BM@GMAIL.COM
HEALTHY ROOTS RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39732707 or 
NATHEE888@GMAIL.COM
FINAL TOUCH INTERIOR DECORATION 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39441637 or AQEEL.RAWALIA@
GMAIL.COM
JHADA ARK CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has 

a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36963657 or SHAHIDRASOOL2802@GMAIL.
COM
GREEN TAG GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39360722 or MRAAY89@GMAIL.COM
VARTHAN TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34251370 or VISHNUVARTHANGANESHAN@
GMAIL.COM
ALMUBIN GARAGE CARS W.L.L W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34103333 or MM.SHQQ@GMAIL.COM
RIFORMA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37206000 or 
WAJIDBUTT444@GMAIL.COM
MUSAWAR DOCUMENTS COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35981541 or MUSAWAR1001@GMAIL.
COM
WINDOW SWITCH GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39880561 or 
SAYEDYUSUF2323@GMAIL.COM
HUDA SAAD AHMED   YUSUF (166075) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COLLECTOR(DEBTS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17540280 or 
HUDASAAD-@HOTMAIL.COM
S G GONDAL FACILITIES SUPPORT CO 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33418254 or SOHAIL68644@GMAIL.COM
AANMOL INTERIOR DECORATION  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33153139 or SAMIULLAH5896@GMAIL.COM
LION RIBBON CAR ACCESSORIES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33729787 or ABO.SAQER.201998@GMAIL.
COM
Danway Electrical & Mechanical Engineering 
L.L.C has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17297600 or danbahrain@danwayeme.
com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
AHMED ALWAZZAN JEWELLERY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17581311 or ALWAZZANOPTICIAN@
GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. close 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SHOVEL 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
EVER FINE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39464585 or YKHALFAN@GMAIL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722884 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
DESHLIAR WORLD FOR GENERAL 
TRADING AND CATTLE CO.W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66993322 or hameed.911@hotmail.com
MOHAMED HASSAN SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38868476 or 
BAYADA11389@GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA RASHID ALJALAHMA 
CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORK SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77177771 or 
arjconst70@gmail.com
AL ALAWI REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36044075 or 
personnel@al-alawi.com
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17713000 or 
hussain.almajed@gulfhotelsgroup.com
MOHAMED JUMA ALI ALDOSERI 
(ALMAHZORA / 703) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33101055 or 

MALDOSSRY999@GMAIL.COM
BADER MAINTENANCE & CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300455 or FARIDA.BADER@GMAIL.
COM
Saleh Abdulla Kameshki & Sons B.S.C (c) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38311663 or admin01@kameshki.com
FRANGIPANI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RESTAURANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39721721 or saju@falkhor.com
ARAB SHIPBUILDING & REPAIR YARD CO. 
)ASRY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAD / CHIEF OF DEPARTMENT / DEIVISION, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37787773 or duaijmalkhalifa@ASRY.NET
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742961 or SMSWLL@BATELCO.
COM.BH
STAR TECHNICAL AND TRADING SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER/OPERATOR(EARTH MOVING 
MACHINES), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17783780 or STARTECH@BATELCO.
COM.BH
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or HRD1@macbh.com
CLASSIC TOURS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36162396 or 
alidarwish1957@yahoo.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17875600 or JSA@BPC.BH
AWAL READY MIX CONCRETE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OPERATOR(CONCRETE 
MIXING UNIT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700077 or aheed_m2@hotmail.com
AL OMANA DOCUMENT CLEARING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39611219 or TAREQALSEESI@
YAHOO.COM
JAFFAR AHMED EBRAHIM MOHAMMED 
ABDULAAL has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BUTCHER (ANIMALS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36951816 or antakia2@
gmail.com
ALPHA MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39790930 or 
k.bukhalaf@alphamanpowerbh.com
ABDULNABI MOH'D MAKKI SERVICES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39463170 or ABDULNABIGHANEM@YAHOO.
COM
PALM LAND FOR FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17631379 or MHMA75@HOTMAIL.COM
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ADMINISTRATIVE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17580000 or rc.bahrz.hr@ritzcarlton.
com
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17725522 or 
yousif@aanass.net
ZOOM CLEANING SERVICES CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39903993 or info@zoomcleaningbh.com
AL SHOROOQ IRNING CLOTHES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33705526 or RIDHA.
ABBAS@HOTMAIL.COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722884 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
EVER FINE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 39151200 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39464585 or YKHALFAN@GMAIL.COM
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
Bright Future Contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33681568 or 
brightfuturecont@gmail.com
NEON BURGER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33733123 or AZIZ_
GH2011@HOTMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
UM HABIBA MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37409740 or AMANPRINCE80@
GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY 
LIMITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700711 or JEONG.DONGJIN.0102@
GMAIL.COM
GATE OF RELIANCE INDUSTRIAL TRADING 
AND CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36344486 or 
WEFIX.BH1@GMAIL.COM
MAGNUM SHIPCARE SERVICES CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832244 or per121@alkhalidiagroup.com
ADKARS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33631999 or 
ADKARSENERGY@GMAIL.COM
AMBALI CLEANING AND CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39165508 or AMBALICLEANING@GMAIL.
COM
MOHAMMED NOOR BUKHARI RES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17295527 or INFO@BOKHARI.NOT
SECURE SERVICES LIMITED W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17797998 or NIGEL@SECURESERVICES.BH
ALMOAYYED INDUSTRIAL CONTRACTING 
AND MAINTENANCE SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38888838 or alihassan@almoayyedintl.
com.bh
ZAHRAT LABENON COLDSTORE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39735969 or JASSIMALDIN@YAHOO.COM
RIVOLI has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17561500 or BHARATJ@
JASHANMALCONSULT.COM
PERFORMANCE POWER GARAGE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR OF 
MAINTENANCE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 32222079 or AMEER2JZGTE@
GMAIL.COM
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TRAINEE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17832022 or HAMIDA.
ALHUBAIL@HAVELOCKONE.COM
HASAN RASHID JUMA CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37565454 or HASANRASHID1214@GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37722884 or GOVERNMENT@MRE.CO
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39252020 or sharef.works@gmail.com
PARADISE KEY MAKER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KEY / MASTER MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36776376 or 
JANAHI31@HOTMAIL.COM
BREEZEE LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39445823 or 

NASSERBREEZEE@GMAIL.COM
ALMAJALIS ALSHARQIYA BANQUETS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39401478 or 
NOORA_ALTHAWADI@HOTMAIL.COM
TANJA GENTS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39868689 or 
ABDULLAMANSOORI9@GMAIL.COM
ABDUL RAHMAN ALAWADHI CARPENTRY 
WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39464260 or ISA.ALAWADHI.
CONT2556@GMAIL.COM
AIRPORT GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC(MOTOR-VEHICLE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17677025 or admin@seastar-groups.com
AL MAHAJJH AL BAIDA BOUTIQUE & 
TAILORING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33077578 or JAFFERSANAD@hotmail.
com
INSHARAH BAKERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33846661 or 
DELMONPALACECONTRACTING@GMAIL.
COM
ALKARAM SALOON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39112276 or 
ALADRAJ40@GMAIL.COM
YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE COMPANY 
LIMITED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700711 or JEONG.DONGJIN.0102@
GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
SIXPENCE HR SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13600014 or hhasan@6-pence.com
Perez Fashion has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TAILOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39889795 or marilynperez62@gmail.
com
SHAHEEN ELECTROMECHANICAL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17813535 or hrd@shaheengroup.com
TEXAS BOX RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17511997 or 
007ALMAHRIN@GMAIL.COM
GREEN CITY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36022682 or 
info@gcs.bh
MUHAMMAD IRFAN SUPPORT SERVICES 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33226134 or 
IRFANDOCUMENTSCLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
Al mulhim trading company wll has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17535982 or 
ANEESRM11@GMAIL.COM
New max trading Co wll has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33522478 or 
PRADEEPVDEVAN67@GMAIL.COM
Marvel aluminum workshop has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39577878 or 
ALGAWADAR@GMAIL.COM
STRANGE WORLD FOR THE SALE OF 
ANIMALS AND FEED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33393453 or 
strangeworldaf@gmail.com
RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39888023 or 
CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM
GOOD WILL  ALUMINIUM CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33867033 or SABUALU@GMAIL.
COM
Mcgrow Alzayani Rent a Car W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17827606 or RAZAKMUZHIKKAL@
GMAIL.COM
JAHECON W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17244111 or 
JAHECON@BATELCO.COM.BH
RED BIRD FOR PET has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38736677 or 
FAIZAALBALOOSHI85@GMAIL.COM
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Charcoal Gourmet Burger Snack has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36020031 or PRINCEBURGER@
GMAIL.COM
Check first line cars services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39654452 or 
A7MADI2012@GMAIL.COM
MC 6 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
PENIEL STAINLESS STEEL WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR (WELDING 
WORKSHOP), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39698916 or PENIELSTEEL12@
GMAIL.COM
ABU HuSSEIN Speed Services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33159225 or ALI.
JWAD0515@GMAIL.COM

ALMALLAS RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39461267 or 
ANABI67M@GMAIL.COM
Escon express lifts W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17554808 or NOOH1916@
GMAIL.COM
Shahi Tikka Restaurant has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33405333 or 
abrarasif93@gmail.com
A - KARIM ALJAHROMI CONTRACTING 
COMPANY WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17831000 or 
AKJCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABU HUSSAIN BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39918887 or mountainpalace1@gmail.com
MAGNIUM ENTERPRISES CO.W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PIPEFITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832244 or per121@alkhalidiagroup.com
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 

MASON, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
JANATHA GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33253135 or 
JANATHAGARAGEWLL@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36509129 or 
info@magicshinebh.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
TRADERS VICS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17586906 or TARIQ.SHARIF@RITZCARLTON.
COM
UNITER SAFETY AND SECURITY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39852444 or 
admnfluidtech@gmail.com
SKYVIEW CARPENTRY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CIVIL ENGINEER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39049132 or 
skyviewcontract@gmail.com
CRIB construction has a vacancy for the 

occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36636333 or CRIBC.
BH@GMAIL.COM
BOOST TRAINING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES SUPERVISOR 
(RETAIL TRADE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34188900 or MA.ALKHAZRAGY@
GMAIL.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17262725 or 
hr@delta-ss.me
AL MINANUR CONSTRUCTION OF FLOATING 
STRUCTURES AND BUSINESS SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38784055 or MOHAMMEDARFAZ@
GMAIL.COM
JABEEN PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38069749 or 
JABENCONSULTANCY.BH@GMAIL.COM
ABO AL NAZEA Garage W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PANEL BEATER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37411636 or 
MOUSTAFA97.BH@GMAIL.COM
LAHORI CHATKHARA RESTAURANT 

has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36636134 or WALEED660@GMAIL.
COM
HASAN MOHAMED SAEED / SAEH  -7025 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SEAMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39719795 or hasanmoh96alnwars@gmail.com
ABDULRAHMAN KHALIFA SAAD KHALIFA( 
AHMEDANY / 7362) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35393508 or 
BUAL3NOOD889@GMAIL.COM
NICE SEE CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66638489 or 
ZAHEER1966@HOTMAIL.COM
SEPCOIII BAHRAIN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66331128 or fatima@
sepco3.com
TADBEER AUTO PARTS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17007118 or 
HR@TADBEERPARTS.COM
PEGASUS MANPOWER SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TRANSLATOR, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17000830 or SALFUDHALA@YAHOO.COM
QSYSTECHNIK W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17624706 or 
NSALHIEH@GMAIL.COM
ABU RAKAN FURNITURE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33533001 or WAJDIY0@
GMAIL.COM
SMART BLAST GENERAL TRADING AND 
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36779886 or 
S.MAITHAM@GMAIL.COM
WASHED LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39169916 or ALIVE4U_
BALOCH@HOTMAIL.COM
AL FARAH  CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17535881 or 
S39911226@GMAIL.COM
LUQMAN ASAD REPAIR OF ELECTRICAL 
AND OPTICAL EQUIPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33900684 or 
ALIALALLALI90@GMAIL.COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
CONTINUED
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Alcaraz into US Open last eight 
as Pegula, Jabeur crash out
• Carlos Alcaraz defeat 
Matteo Arnaldi to set 
up quarter-final clash 
with Alexander Zverev

• Zverev outduels 
Sinner

• Medvedev 
books clash with 
‘godfather’ Rublev

AFP | New York

Carlos Alcaraz surged into 
the quarter-finals of the 
US Open on Monday as 

upsets dominated the women’s 
draw with Ons Jabeur and Jes-
sica Pegula becoming the lat-
est highly ranked players to go 
crashing out.

Defending champion Alcaraz, 
who has only dropped one set 
on his journey into the last eight, 
produced a dominant display to 
overwhelm Italian world No.61 
Matteo Arnaldi, winning 6-3, 
6-3, 6-4 in 1hr 57min.

Alcaraz will face 12th seed Al-
exander Zverev in Wednesday’s 
quarter-finals after the 2020 US 
Open finalist from Germany de-
feated Italian sixth seed Jannik 
Sinner in a five-set duel tinged 
with controversy.

Zverev, who is returning to 
his best form after a gruesome 
injury at the French Open last 
year that forced a six-month 
layoff, downed Sinner 6-4, 3-6, 
6-2, 4-6, 6-3 on the Arthur Ashe 
Stadium.

The 4hr 41min battle, which 
wrapped at 1.39am local time, 
saw an ugly incident in the 
fourth set when Zverev com-
plained of a “Hitler phrase” be-
ing shouted from the stands as 
he prepared to serve.

“He just said the most famous 
Hitler phrase there is in this 
world,” Zverev told the umpire. 
“This is unbelievable.”

A male fan was subsequently 
identified as the alleged cul-
prit and ejected from the arena 
before Zverev went on to seal 
victory.

“I love when fans are loud, I 
love when fans are emotional 

but I think me being German, 
and not really proud of that his-
tory, it’s not really a great thing 
to do,” Zverev said of the inci-
dent afterwards.

“If I just don’t react I think it’s 
bad from my side.”

In other men’s matches on 
Monday, eighth-seeded Russian 
Andrey Rublev advanced with a 
6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 defeat of Brit-
ain’s Jack Draper.

Rublev will now face an 
all-Russian quarter-final against 
close friend Daniil Medvedev, 
the third-seeded 2021 US Open 
champion who punched his 
ticket to the last eight with a 2-6, 
6-4, 6-1, 6-2 defeat of Australian 
13th seed Alex de Minaur.

Rublev, who has known Med-
vedev since childhood, is godfa-
ther to his quarter-final oppo-
nent’s daughter.

Pegula sunk by friendly fire 
In the women’s draw mean-

while, more seeds bit the dust 
a day after world number one 
and defending champion Iga 
Swiatek was sent packing in the 
fourth round.

American third seed Jessi-
ca Pegula was routed in 
straight sets by compa-
triot and friend 
M a d i s o n 
K e y s , 
w h i l e 
Tuni-
s i a ’ s 
f i f t h 
s e e d 
Jabeur 
-- beat-
en in last 
year’s final 
-- was ousted 
6-2, 6-4 by 

China’s Zheng Qinwen.
Pegula’s campaign came to an 

abrupt halt in front of a packed 
Arthur Ashe Stadium as 2017 
US Open finalist Keys recorded 
a dominant 6-1, 6-3 win in just 
61 minutes.

Pegula was left with no an-
swer as Keys unleashed a stream 
of 21 winners to her six.

Keys also punished her 
friend’s shaky serve, break-
ing her five 
times on 
her way 
to wrap-
ping up a 
comforta-
ble victory.

“It’s always 
tough having to 
play a friend 
b u t  w e ’ v e 
been doing 
it our whole 
lives at this 
point ,” 
Keys, 
2 8 , 

said.
The 17th-seeded Keys will 

now face Wimbledon champion 
Marketa Vondrousova of the 
Czech Republic in the quar-
ter-finals on Wednesday.

Ninth seed Vondrousova 
booked her place in the last 
eight with a battling win over 
unseeded American Peyton 
Stearns, coming from a set 
down to win 6-7 (3/7), 6-3, 6-2.

Jabeur meanwhile, who has 
been struggling with flu since 
arriving in New York, final-
ly saw her luck run out after 
scrapping her way to three-set 
victories in her previous two  
games.

The Tunisian simply had no 
answer to 23rd seed Zheng’s 
blend of power and precision, 
with the 20-year-old from Shi-
yan looking far sharper than her 
weary opponent.

“Right now I feel just super 
happy and excited to play in a 
big stadium. I had a really good 
performance today,” said Zheng.

Zheng is China’s first US Open 
quarter-finalist since Wang 
Qiang in 2019. Two-time major 
champion Li Na reached the 

semi-finals in New York 
in 2013 and Peng Shuai 

did the same a year 
later.

Zheng’s quar-
ter-f i na l  a s-
signment is a 
daunting date 
with second 

seed Aryna Sa-
balenka, who 
celebrated her 
rise to the pin-
nacle of wom-
en’s tennis by 
routing Russia’s 
Daria Kasatkina 

6-1, 6-3 to secure 
her last eight berth.
Swiatek’s exit on 

Sunday guarantees that 
the 25-year-old Bela-
rusian will become the 
new world number 

one when the latest 
global rankings 
are released next 
week.

“It means a lot to 
me,” Sabalenka said of 
her No.1 ranking after 

defeating Kasatkina.

Williamson bounces back to captain 
New Zealand at ODI World Cup

AFP | Wellington

New Zealand’s hopes for 
the 50-over World Cup 

received a boost yesterday, 
with Kane Williamson set to 
captain the Black Caps despite 
still recovering from a serious 
knee injury.

Williamson has scored more 
than 6,500 runs in one-day 
international cricket and led 
New Zealand in their nail-bit-
ing defeat by England in the 
2019 World Cup final.

The star batter has been 
sidelined since April after sur-
gery to repair torn ligaments in 
his right knee suffered while 
playing for Gujarat Titans in 
the Indian Premier League.

“Naturally, the preparation 
isn’t ideal, but I didn’t get too 
much of a say in it and the 
prospect of playing at another 
World Cup is really exciting,” 
Williamson told New Zealand 
media.

“It’s about ticking off those 
things I need to do for my knee 
and look forward to the com-
petition.”

The 15-man New Zealand 
squad will be named on Sep-
tember 11, but Williamson is 
already in after convincing 
head coach Gary Stead of his 
fitness.

“Kane has applied phenom-
enal dedication to his rehabil-
itation,” said Stead.

“He’s left no stone unturned 
in trying to get back playing 
cricket at the highest level. We 
are delighted to be in a place to 
select him.”

Sainz thanks police for arresting watch thieves
AFP | Paris

Carlos Sainz thanked Ital-
ian police on Monday for 

arresting thieves who stole a 
luxury watch from him fol-
lowing the Italian Grand Prix 
at Monza on Sunday.

According to several media 
reports, the Ferrari driver was 
the victim of a theft in Milan 
just hours after finishing third 
in the race.

Two men stole his watch, 
worth at least an estimated 

300,000 euros ($323,835).
But Sainz chased them with 

his bodyguard and caught the 
thieves with the help of pas-
sers-by before handing them 
over to police.

Carlos Sainz Jr

Gujarat Titans’ Kane Williamson (C) is helped by teammates back to Pavillion 
after he was injured during the Indian Premier League

Naturally, the 
preparation isn’t ideal, 

but I didn’t get too 
much of a say in it and 
the prospect of playing 

at another World 
Cup is really exciting. 
It’s about ticking off 

those things I need to 
do for my knee and 
look forward to the 

competition
KANE WILLIAMSON

I love when fans are 
loud, I love when fans 

are emotional but I 
think me being German, 

and not really proud 
of that history, it’s not 
really a great thing to 
do. If I just don’t react 

I think it’s bad from my 
side

ALEXANDER ZVEREV
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Zverev is the first Ger-
man man to reach the 
US Open quarter-finals 
since Tommy Haas in 

2007
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US beat Italy to reach 
Basketball World Cup semis

AFP | London

The United States rebound-
ed from their first defeat 

of the Basketball World Cup to 
book their place in the semi-fi-
nals with a resounding 100-63 
win over Italy yesterday.

The Americans put their 
second-round loss to Lithu-
ania firmly in their rearview 
mirror with a dynamic quar-
ter-final performance to set 
up a showdown with either 
Germany or Latvia on Friday.

Mikal Bridges led the US in 
scoring with 24 points, and the 
Brooklyn Nets small forward 
also pulled down 7 rebounds.

Tyrese Haliburton was the 
winning team’s second-high-
est scorer with 18 points, fol-
lowed by Austin Reaves on 12.

The US stamped their au-
thority on the game from the 

first tip, and were 10 points 
ahead by the end of the first 
quarter.

Their lead grew to 22 by 
the end of a first half that saw 
crowd favourite Reaves pro-
vide a highlight with a massive 
rebound dunk.

Italy came into the game 
with the same 4-1 win-loss 
record as the US but their 
shooting touch deserted them, 
making only 23 of 75 field-goal 
attempts.

Simone Fontecchio was Ita-
ly’s top scorer with 18 points, 
followed by Stefano Tonut on 
11.

Serbia advanced to the 
semi-finals earlier in the day 
with an 87-68 win over Lith-
uania.

Germany play Latvia and 
Canada take on Slovenia on the 
second day of quarter-finals on 
Wednesday.

Serbia player loses kidney 
at Basketball World Cup
TDT | Manama

Serbia’s Borisa Simanic has 
undergone surgery to re-

move a kidney after being in-
jured at the Basketball World 
Cup.

Simanic had an operation in 
a Manila hospital after being 

hit by a South Sudan player’s 
elbow during a pool game on 
August 30.

Complications arising from 
the operation meant he had to 
have further surgery on Sep-
tember 3, when one of his kid-
neys was removed, the team 
said Monday.

Ylies Djiroun vs Lucas Martins: A fight for the 
legacy of the BRAVE CF Lightweight division
TDT | Manama

Fighters, fans, and the entire 
BRAVE Nation family will be 

glued to the BRAVE CF 74 main 
event as two warriors from the 
northern and southern hemi-
sphere will battle it out for the 
center of attention on the west 
coast of France on Thursday 
night.

The epic Lightweight clash 
between France’s Ylies Djir-
oun and Brazil’s Lucas Martins 
will not only close out France’s 
first-ever BRAVE CF event but 
more than that, will be a fight 
for the legacy of the glamorous 
155-pound division. 

Djiroun and decorated former 
champion Martins will offer 
a vivid breakdown of what it 
means to compete for a shot at 
the BRAVE CF Lightweight title, 
and with so much on the line, 
this bout promises to go down 
in the annals of BRAVE Combat 
Federation as one of the most 
competitive bouts in the brand’s 
history.

For Martins (21-6), BRAVE CF 
74 will be a chance to reclaim 
what was once his before fac-
ing darker days in which he re-
corded three losses amidst eight 
fight cancellations. 

The 34-year-old knockout 
specialist can still scrap with 
the world’s best, and he proved 
it in his comeback bout when he 
knocked out compatriot Hen-
rique Marques at BRAVE CF 60. 

But the fight veteran has been 
around long enough to know 
just how stacked BRAVE CF’s 
Lightweight division is and the 
pressure that comes with that. 

That, along with the birth of 
his daughter, has boosted Mar-
tin’s drive to waste no time in 

giving chase to another World 
Championship.

While Djiroun is as experi-
enced as Martins with 26 fights 
and 19 wins, the Frenchman 
has not tasted the sweet success 
of holding a BRAVE CF belt yet, 
and that, compounded by the 
reality of him facing a superstar 
of Martins’ stature in front of 
his home crowd, will fortify the 
submission specialist’s mind to 
climb to new heights. 

Despite Djiroun’s impres-
sive wins over Abdul-Rakhman 
Makhazhiev and the ever-dan-
gerous and former number-one 
contender Olzhas Eskaraev, 
Martins has predicted a “first-
round knockout over the grap-
pler” in his pursuit of a title fight 
with undisputed champion Ab-
disalam Kubanychbek.

“Djiroun is a good athlete, 

and he is highly focused,” said  
Mineiro earlier this week. “But 
he has never faced someone 
like Lucas Martins. When he 
stands opposite me in the cage, 
and he realizes who is stand-
ing in front of him, when he 
remembers who Lucas Martins 
fought and what Lucas Mar-
tins went through, you will 
soon see the fear in his eyes, 
and he will revert back to his 
little holding game. I am a dif-
ferent athlete now,” concluded  
Martins.

Djiroun - a former French 
Pancrase champion, refused to 
be bothered by the psycholog-
ical games laid out by Martins, 
sending out a warning of his 
own: “ I can knock you out, 
Lucas. This is an MMA fight, 
not a wrestling match. Should 
it be via knockout, takedown, 

or submission, I am ready for 
any opportunity. I hope you are 
ready for anything, too, Lucas,” 
added Djiroun, who is well on 
his way to stardom after facing 
a troubling recent run which 
included two wins, one loss, and 
two cancellations.

The build-up and storyline 
behind this BRAVE CF 74 main 
event have been like none other 
before, and the dynamics in-
volved have even left BRAVE CF 
President Mohammed Shahid 
waiting with bated breath. “The 
main event is the fight that’s 
going to be focused on the men-
tality of these two athletes. It’s 
not because these two athletes 
are coming at their peak, and 
they’re looking with that hunger 
of, you know, ‘I am this young 
guy at the top of my game and 
I want to go out there and win 
the fight’. This is different,” says 
President Shahid.

“These are two veterans in 
the sport, two guys that have 
seen everything. They have gone 
through the ups and downs. The 
rise, the fall, and the rise again. 
I think that is going to be the 
theme of this main event. The 
sad part about this main event, 
for me, is to look at these two 
absolute warriors with amazing 
mentality, and only one story 
about the rise again can be writ-
ten on that day.”

BRAVE CF 74 takes place at the 
H Arena, in Nantes, France, in 
association with leading organ-
ization Hexagone MMA. 

The show will transform 
France into the 29th nation to 
host a BRAVE CF show, which is 
an absolute record in the mixed 
martial arts industry as no other 
promotion has achieved that 
figure. 

Man City to face Club Leon or Urawa Reds at Club World Cup
AFP | London

European champions Man-
chester City will face either 

Mexico’s Club Leon or Japanese 
side Urawa Red Diamonds in 

the Club World Cup semi-finals 
in December after yesterday’s 
draw.

T h e  U E F A  C h a m p i o n s 
League winners and Copa Lib-
ertadores winners enter the 

competition at the semi-final  
stage.

This year’s edition is being 
held in Jeddah, Saudi Ara-
bia, and also features African 
champions Al-Ahly of Egypt, 

Oceania champions Auck-
land City and home team  
Al-Ittihad.

The final of the Copa Liberta-
dores is to be held on November 
4.

Bahrainis go down fighting
Kingdom’s women’s national futsal team go down to Thailand in NSDF Women’s Futsal Championship 2023 in Bangkok

• Patitta Moolpho, 
Paerploy Hujaipetch 
on target for Thais on 
either side of half

• Bahrainis to go 
up against Japan in 
semi-finals, Thailand 
to face off with China

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s women’s nation-
al futsal team suffered a 
tough 0-2 defeat to their 

Thai counterparts yesterday in 
the NSDF Women’s Futsal Cham-
pionship 2023, currently being 
held in Bangkok.

The Bahrainis conceded a goal 
on either side of half-time. Thai-
land’s Patitta Moolpho scored 

their opener while Paer-
ploy Hujaipetch fired in 
their second.

Despite the loss, the 
nationals are through 
to the semi-finals 
as Group A run-
ners-up. They will 
take on Group B 
winners Japan to-
morrow, in a game 
scheduled for an 
11am start, Bah-
rain time.

The other final 
four contest will be 
between the Thais 
and Group B run-
ners-up China.

Moolpho opened 
the scoring yesterday 
with a low effort in 
the seventh minute 
of the first half. Bah-
rain tried valiantly 
to fight back and had a 

number of near chances, espe-
cially after the interval. Hessa Al 
Isa, Fatima Hamad and Rawan 
Al Ali came closest to scoring, 

but were unlucky with their 
final touches.

Bahraini 
goalkeep-
er  Zahra 

Nezar also did well in 
the match to prevent 

the Thais from further 
adding to their advan-
tage with a number of 
key saves. But the hosts 
eventually did with only 

a minute remaining in the 
match and with Bahrain’s 

Rawan and Nezar constant-
ly making quick substitutions 

in their search for an equal-
iser.

A mistake by the formidable 
Manar Ebrahim allowed num-
ber Hujaipetch to steal the ball 
behind her and needed only to 

tap it into an empty net to seal 
the win.

“We are proud of all the play-
ers because they played well to-
day,” Bahrain head coach Lino 
Gomes from Brazil was quoted 
as saying.

“This game was a very good 
game. We have experience from 
playing with the Thai nation-
al team and we want a game 

like this to develop the team  
further.”

Of their semi-final clash with 
Japan, Gomes said: “Japan is a 
strong team. For us, playing with 
Japan is another great experi-
ence. It is another step for us to 
learn and to show everyone the 
potential of Bahrain’s women’s 
national team.

“There is no pressure in our 
game against Japan, because 
we have to accept that be-
tween Japan and us, the levels 
are quite different. But it will 
make the players the happiest 
regardless of the competition  
outcome.”

Bahrain have a 14-player squad 
in Bangkok, that is completed by 
skipper Yasmeen Fayez, Shai-
kha Al Anood Al Khalifa, Rose 
Fayez, Amira Bader, Dalal Ab-
dulla, Kholoud Saleh, Lilia Javed 
Sabkar, Maryam Abdulla and 
Iman Ramadan.
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Japan is a strong 
team. For us, playing 
with Japan is another 

great experience. It 
is another step for us 
to learn and to show 

everyone the potential 
of Bahrain’s women’s 

national team
LINO GOMES

Paolo Banchero of the USA in action against Nicolo Melli of Italy during the 
basketball World Cup quarter-finals

Bahrain’s Amira Bader battles for possession with Thailand’s Hataichanok Tappakun



Bahrain open U23 qualifiers bid tonight against Palestine

• Match kicks off 
6.30pm at Shaikh Ali bin 
Mohammed Al Khalifa 
Stadium in Arad

• Late fixture at 
9.30pm to see Group 
D favourites Japan go 
up against Pakistan

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s under-23 Olympic 
football team take on Pal-

estine tonight in their opening 
match of the Group D qualifiers 
for the AFC U23 Asian Cup 2024.

The match is scheduled for 
a 6.30pm kick-off at Shaikh Ali 
bin Mohammed Al Khalifa Sta-
dium at Muharraq Club in Arad.

Speaking in his pre-game 
Press conference, Bahrain’s 
Olympic team head coach Dar-
io Basic highlighted the impor-
tance of this opening fixture, 
and said that the home side will 
be facing a formidable opponent 

in the Palestinians.
Basic also expressed his sat-

isfaction with the level of the 
under-23 squad and called on 
them to take advantage of this 
opportunity to stand out in the 
competition.

Bahrain’s match tonight will 
be followed by a late fixture 
between Japan and Pakistan, 
scheduled for a 9.30pm kick-off 
at the same venue.

Following today’s matches, 

the four teams will return to 
the pitch on Saturday, with the 
Bahrainis playing the Pakistan-
is followed by the Palestinians 
taking on the Japanese.

The last matchday will be on 
Tuesday next week, when Bah-
rain and Japan face off, and Pal-
estine and Pakistan lock horns.

There are 11 groups in all in 
the AFC U23 Asian Cup 2024 
qualifiers, with each group be-
ing held at a centralised venue.

Following a single round-rob-
in, the 11 group winners and 
four best second-placed teams 
qualify for the AFC U23 Asian 
Cup, which will be held in Doha. 
They join hosts Qatar, who have 
received automatic qualifica-
tion, to form a cast of 16. The 
tournament is scheduled to be 
played between 15 April and 3 
May, 2024.

Bahrain have qualified just 
once in the previous five edi-
tions of the AFC U-23 Asian 
Cup. That was in the 2020 event 
held in Thailand, where they 
did not make it past the group  
stage.

Meanwhile, the Olympic team 
welcomed BFA vice-president 
His Highness Shaikh Khalifa 
bin Ali bin Isa Al Khalifa dur-
ing one of their final training 
sessions, held at Al Ahli Club 
Stadium in Mahooz.

HH Shaikh Khalifa spoke with 
the team’s coaching staff and 
players, and highlighted the im-
portance of this qualifying com-
petition. He wished the team all 
the success in their upcoming 
games.

Sri Lanka overcome Mohammad Nabi blitz to qualify for Super Fours
PTI 

Sri Lanka defeated Afghanistan by two 
runs to end their hopes of qualifying for 

the Asia Cup Super 4 stage here on Tuesday.
Afghanistan, who needed to chase a tar-

get of 292 in 37.1 overs, fought hard but 
were bowled out for 289 in 37.4 overs de-
spite fifties from Mohammad Nabi (65) and 
Hashmatullah Shahidi (59).

Kasun Rajitha took four wickets for Sri 

Lanka.
Earlier in the first innings, Sri Lanka 

posted a total of 291 for eight after Kusal 
Mendis top scored with 92.

The other Sri Lanka batters in Pathum 
Nissanka (41), Dimuth Karunaratne (32), 
Charith Asalanka (36) and Dunith Wella-
lage (33 not out) made vital contributions.

For Afghanistan, Gulbadin Naib returned 
figures of 4/60 while Rashid Khan picked 
up two wickets.

KL Rahul named in India’s 
World Cup squad after injury

AFP | New Delhi

Wicketkeeper KL Rahul 
was named in India’s 

squad Tuesday for the one-
day World Cup but skipper 
Rohit Sharma was coy about 
his place in the XI after months 
sidelined by injury.

Rahul will be in contention 
along with fellow gloveman 
Ishan Kishan, a left-hander 
who hit a defiant 82 against Pa-
kistan at the ongoing Asia Cup.

“We have said earlier that 
problems like these are good, 
that boys are fighting for 
spots,” Rohit told reporters 
in Kandy as World Cup hosts 
India named their squad.

“We will have to see who is 
in form and who is the oppo-
sition to face. All this will be 
calculated and the best XI will 
be picked.”

The 31-year-old Rahul has 
not played any competitive 

cricket since he was injured 
during the Indian Premier 
League in May.

He was picked in the Asia 
Cup squad for Sri Lanka 
but missed the opening two 
matches with a niggle unrelat-
ed to his original thigh injury.

The World Cup starts on Oc-
tober 5 and Rohit did not rule 
out the possibility of Rahul and 
Ishan -- who have both topped 
the batting order -- playing 
together.

“As long as everyone’s availa-
ble and fit to play, the selection 
depends on the opposition we 
play, current form, players who 
have done well under pressure, 
those things do matter,” said 
Rohit.

“For Ishan’s confidence 
the last match he played was 
brilliant -- under pressure, 
batting at number five for the 
first time, (being a) left-hander 
gives us another dimension.”

Lucknow Super Giants’ KL Rahul (C) is being helped by a medic during the 
Indian Premier League

Basic speaks yesterday during his pre-match Press conference
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Bahrain1 claim superb win in US!
Kris Thorne powers to fantastic holeshot victory against Justin Bond in all-Bahrain1 Racing final in Indianapolis

• Kris Throne claims 
second Wally trophy of 
this Pro Mod season, 
sixth of his career

• Bahrain1 ace moves 
to top of championship 
standings ahead of 
teammate Bond

TDT | Manama

Bahrain1 Racing, owned by 
His Majesty the King’s 
Personal Representative 

His Highness Shaikh Abdulla 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, returned 
to the top of the podium in the 
FuelTech NHRA Pro Mod Drag 
Racing Series in the US.

Bahrain1’s Kris Thorne pow-
ered to a fantastic holeshot 
victory at Lucas Oil Indian-
apolis Raceway Park, as part 
of this past weekend’s 69th 
annual Dodge Power Bro-
kers NHRA US Nationals.

It was an all-Bahrain1 
affair in the final, where 
Thorne defeated teammate 
Justin Bond in thrilling 
fashion.

With the result, Thorne 
moved into the points lead on 
the championship standings 

for the first time this season. 
He also claimed his maiden ca-
reer victory in the US Nationals, 
his second Wally trophy of this 
campaign and sixth of his career.

“There is no other race in the 
world I’d rather turn it around 
[than Indy],” Thorne was quoted 
as saying.

“I’m super excited we were 
finally able to conquer this one. 
I’ve been upside down here, 
I’ve been on fire here, I’ve torn 
everything up I’ve owned here.

“This was emotional 
and great. If I went out 
today, this is the last 
race I would ever 
want to win—the 
US Nationals, 
the biggest  
one.”

The meeting marked the 
eighth of 10 races in the 2023 
season of the FuelTech NHRA 
Pro Mod Drag Racing Series.

Thorne delivered an epic per-
formance in his Bahrain1 Chev-
rolet Camaro, going 5.827sec-
onds at 248.07mph in the final 
against Bond. Last year’s world 
champion had a 0.017s reaction 
time, which made all the differ-

ence for a holeshot win, in 
holding off Bond’s 5.777s 

at 246.89mph (with a 
0.073s reaction time). 

The margin at the stripe was 
thus just 0.006s.

Thorne advanced to the fi-
nal round with wins over Jerico 
Balduf, Rickie Smith and Stan 

Shelton, while Bond qualified 
for the champion-

ship round thanks 
to victo-

ries against Mason Wright, Billy 
Banaka and Mike Castellana.

With only two races remain-
ing in the season, Thorne holds 
a 12-point lead over Bond. Jason 
Lee is 49 points back in third 
place.

The FuelTech NHRA Pro Mod 
Drag Racing Series returns to 
action at the end of the month 
as part of the NHRA Midwest 
Nationals at World Wide Tech-
nology Raceway in St Louis, 
Missouri, in the US.

I’m super excited we were finally able to conquer 
this one. I’ve been upside down here, I’ve been on 
fire here, I’ve torn everything up I’ve owned here. 
This was emotional and great. If I went out today, 
this is the last race I would ever want to win—the 

US Nationals, the biggest one
KRIS THORNE

Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis plays a shot
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Kris Thorne had a 
slower elapsed time 
of 5.827seconds in 
the final against 

Justin Bond, who had 
a 5.777s. But thanks 

to his 0.017s reaction 
time, Thorne was able 
to claim the holeshot 

win, holding off Bond’s 
0.073s reaction time, 

for a 0.006s gap at the 
finish line

KNOW WHAT

Thorne, standing, celebrates his victory with Bahrain1 crew members alongside his Chevrolet Camaro


