
220 fils (includes VAT)

6WORLD

WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 

 2024
220 FILS 

ISSUE NO.9830

Houthis claim fresh Red Sea ship attacks7

Zain Bahrain 2023 profit grows 2% to BD 5.8m5BUSINESS

Riffa capture last-gasp win 15 SPORTS

S P O R T S

Tennis stars to 
shine in Kingdom
Former US Open 
champion Marin 
Cilic headlines 
impressive field in 
Bahrain Ministry 
of Interior Tennis 
Challenger | P16

WHATSAPP
3844 4692

TWITTER
@newsofbahrain

MAIL
mail@newsofbahrain.com

WEBSITE
newsofbahrain.com

FACEBOOK
/nobmedia

LINKEDIN
newsofbahrain

INSTAGRAM
newsofbahrain_

THREADS
newsofbahrain_

220 fils (includes VAT)

7WORLD

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY, 2024

220 FILS 
ISSUE NO.9823

Israel undercover agents kill three Palestinians in West Bank hospital31

From Pinch Me to Payday!5BUSINESS
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All set for top-
class golf!
Bahrain 
Championship 
presented by Bapco 
Energies holds grand 
ceremony to open 
prestigious DP World 
Tour event | P16

Bahrain’s rich history of tolerance and coexistence

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa expressed pride in Bahrain’s long history of tolerance, coexistence, and human fraternity, which is demonstrated by 
embracing diversity in its community and nurtured by the awareness of its people and their adherence to their values and principles. HM the King was speaking as 
he received yesterday Bishop Aldo Berardi, the Apostolic Vicar of Northern Arabia. HM the King commended the efforts of Bishop Berardi in promoting the values 
of peace and coexistence, wishing him success in his duties.
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Job Justice
Parliament proposes ‘Rejection Verifier’ to combat unemployment stigma

TDT| Manama

Aimed to combat the stig-
ma surrounding unem-
ployment, the Council 

of Representatives yesterday 
proposed a tool - a ‘rejection 
verifier’ that would document 
genuine job refusals during in-
terviews.

This approach aims to shift 
the narrative away from label-
ling unemployed individuals 
as ‘job refusers’ and towards 
acknowledging them as active 
job seekers who simply haven’t 
found the right fit yet, the MPs 
stated.

“We need to stop label-
ling people who are actively 
searching for work,” said MP 
Abdulhakim Alshano, the driv-
ing force behind the proposal. 
“They are not ‘job refusers,’ they 
are job seekers who deserve fair 
opportunities and support.”

The proposed tool envisions 
a detailed form filled out jointly 
by the job seeker and employer 
during interviews. This form 
would capture the reasons for 
both job acceptance and rejec-

tion, providing a clear and trans-
parent record of the applicant’s 
decision-making process. This, 
in turn, would help prevent mis-
interpretations and ensure that 
job seekers aren’t unfairly pe-

nalized for refusing unsuitable 
offers, the MP reasons.

Presenting the proposal, the 
MP claimed it would combat 
stigma, promote transparency, 
and prevent discrimination.

A second proposal put up be-
fore the Council yesterday seeks 
to establish a robust mechanism 
that safeguards individuals’ 
rights to compensation or as-
sistance during periods of un-
employment. The proposal was 
by MPs Mohammed Al Balushi, 
Mohammed Janahi, Badr Al 
Tamimi, Mohammed Al Hus-
seini, and Jameel Mulla Hassan.

The new mechanism, the MPs 
argue, would ensure that no one 
is arbitrarily denied crucial sup-
port due to bureaucratic hurdles 
or unfounded accusations.

MP Abdulhakim Alshano MP Mohammed Janahi

“We need to stop 
labelling people 
who are actively 

searching for work. 
They are not ‘job 

refusers,’ they 
are job seekers 

who deserve fair 
opportunities and 

support.” 
  - MP ABDULHAKIM ALSHANO

Bahrain affirms support for Palestinian cause
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa affirmed 

Bahrain’s support for the Pal-
estinian cause and all efforts 
aimed at achieving a just, per-
meant, comprehensive peace in 
the region.

HM the King reiterated the 

Kingdom’s support for initia-
tives to guarantee the legitimate 
right of the Palestinian people 
to establish their independent 
state in accordance with the 
two-state solution and inter-
national legitimacy resolutions, 
and to promote prosperity, sta-
bility, and peace for all nations 
in the region.

His Majesty made the state-
ments as he received yesterday 
Yasser Mahmoud Abbas, son of 
the State of Palestine President, 
Mahmoud Abbas, at Al Safriya 
Palace.

Abbas conveyed a verbal mes-
sage from his father, regarding 
the Bahraini-Palestinian rela-
tions and recent developments 

in Palestine.
HM King Hamad welcomed 

Abbas and relayed his greetings 
to the Palestine lead, and wish-
es to the Palestinian people for 
peace and stability.

Abbas conveyed greetings and 
appreciation from HE the Pres-
ident of the State of Palestine 
to HM the King, and expressed 

sincere wishes for the prosperity 
and progress of Bahrain and its 
people.

He commended His Majesty 
the King’s humanitarian stanc-
es in support of the Palestinian 
people, and Bahrain’s stances in 
support of legitimate national 
rights of Palestinians.

HM King thanked 
by King Salman

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa re-

ceived a cable of thanks from 
King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, the Custodian of the Two 

Holy Mosques, in response to 
HM’s cable of condolences 
following the passing of His 
Highness Prince Mohammed 
bin Badr bin Fahd bin Saad 
Al Awal Al Abdulrahman Al  
Saud.

HM the King King Salman

MP claimed the proposal would 
combat stigma, promote trans-
parency, and prevent discrimi-

nation.KNOW WHAT

Asian man, 51, 
found dead near 
Askar sea coast
TDT | Manama

The Southern Police Di-
rectorate has reported 

the discovery of the lifeless 
body of a 51-year-old Asian 
man along the sea coast in 
the Askar area.

Preliminary information 
suggests that the cause of 
death is drowning.

Authorit ies  are  cur-
rently undertaking legal 
procedures related to the 
incident, and the Public 
Prosecution has been duly 
notified.

Macron calls 
on Europe to 
‘accelerate’ 
aid to Ukraine
AFP | Stockholm

French President Emma-
nuel Macron yesterday 

urged Europe’s leaders to 
make bold and “innovative” 
decisions in the coming 
months to “accelerate” and 
increase their aid to Ukraine.

“We will, in the months 
to come, have to accelerate 
the scale of our support,” 
Macron said in a speech to 
Karlberg military academy 
during a visit to Sweden.

The “costs... of a Russian 
victory are too high for all 
of us.”

“There is no more secu-
rity framework and archi-
tecture on our continent if 
there is a Russian victory,” 
he warned.

Macron praised Esto-
nian Prime Minister Kaja 
Kallas, who in early Decem-
ber called on the EU to find 
new ways of raising funds 
to finance Europe’s military 
purchases in response to 
Russia’s invasion.

“I want to praise our col-
league Kaja Kallas” for her 
“very bold decision for our 
defence industry strategy 
to have some sort of grant 
approach in order to raise 
more money to finance sup-
port.”

US sanctions loom
AFP | Washington

The US warned yester-
day it was ready to snap 

back sanctions on Venezue-
la’s vital oil industry unless 
opponents of President 
Nicolas Maduro are allowed 
to run against him, as the 
leftist government vowed to 
hit back through migration.

HM King commends Bahrain’s strong bilateral ties

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa welcomed 

the three new ambassadors 
to the Kingdom, praising the 
strong relations between Bah-
rain and their countries in all 
domains.

HM the King received their 
credentials in a ceremony held 
at Al Sakhir Palace.

The ambassadors are H.E. 
Okai Asako, Ambassador of Ja-
pan; H.E. Dr. Andreas Eliades, 
Ambassador of the Republic of 
Cyprus; and H.E. Fahad Mo-
hammed Salem Bin Kardous 
Alameri, Ambassador of the 
United Arab Emirates.

HM King Hamad wished the 
ambassadors success in their 
diplomatic duties.

His Majesty affirmed the 

Kingdom’s keenness to build 
bridges of cooperation with dif-
ferent countries worldwide.

The ambassadors conveyed 
the greetings of the heads of 
states of their countries, who 
wished HM King Hamad abun-
dant health and happiness and 
Bahrain and its people further 
progress and prosperity.

The ceremony was attended 
by His Highness Shaikh Nasser 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, HM the 
King’s Representative for Hu-
manitarian Work and Youth Af-
fairs; Shaikh Khalid bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa, Minister of the Royal 
Court; H.E. Dr. Abdullatif bin 
Rashid Al Zayani, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs; and Major Gen-
eral Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Fadh-
ala, Royal Protocols Chief.

The ambassadors arrived at 
Al Sakhir Palace separately, and 
were each welcomed by the Roy-
al Protocols chief.

HM the King receives the new ambassadors’ credentials

Morality Mandate
Council of Representatives passes law criminalizing sexual deviance

TDT| Manama

In a move sparking debate, 
the Council of Represent-
atives overwhelmingly 

passed a law criminalizing acts 
deemed “sexual deviance” and 
prohibiting their promotion.

The legislation, with the stat-
ed aim to shield society and fam-
ilies, has ignited discussions on 
social media and within the halls 
of power.

The law’s primary advocate, 
MP Mohammed Al Ma’arifi, im-
plored fellow Arab nations to 
adopt similar measures, calling 
“sexual deviance” an “intellectu-
al invasion” contradicting Islam-
ic principles and human nature. 
He urged protection of children 
from its “perpetuation.”

Criticism arose from MP 
Jameel Mulla Hassan Mala, who 
challenged the National Institu-
tion for Human Rights’ stance 
that individuals might uninten-
tionally commit such acts. Mala 
deemed such behaviour a “social 
ill” deserving criminalization.

MP Ali Al Dosari voiced con-
cerns about attracting “deviant” 

foreign workers, advocating for 
broader criminalization meas-
ures against practices deemed 
unacceptable by society.

Meanwhile, MP Hassan Ibra-
him emphasized parental re-
sponsibility in monitoring chil-
dren’s activities, especially in 
the digital age. He called for vig-
ilance against “intellectual in-
filtration” and lauded the law’s 
aim to protect communities.

MP Hisham Al Ashiri acknowl-
edged the challenges posed by 
online campaigns and platforms 
in containing the phenomenon. 

MP Mahmoud Al Fardan drew 
comparisons to the biblical 
“people of Lot,” decrying the 
spread of “deviant behaviours” 
through social media.

MP Najib Al Kuwari urged the 
Ministry of Information to ramp 
up awareness campaigns target-
ing children, students, and the 
broader community.

With Council of Representa-
tives’ approval secured, the law 
now awaits review and a vote 
by the Shura Council, sparking 
anticipation of further debate 
and potential amendments.

MP Mohammed Al Ma’arifi MP Jameel Mulla Hassan Mala MP Ali Al Dosari

MP Hisham Al Ashiri MP Najib Al Kuwari

MP Hassan Ibrahim

A carnival float 
depicting German 
Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz wearing 
an eyepatch and 
trying to look 
from a platform is 
pictured ahead a 
press conference 
on the shrove 
monday procession 
of the carnival 
season in Mainz. 
(AFP)

Just for funPollution risks worsening global water scarcity: study
AFP | Paris

Water scarcity could affect three bil-
lion more people than previously 

expected by mid-century, with increased 
pollution rendering river sources “un-
safe” for humans and wildlife, researchers 
warned yesterday.

The UN’s climate science panel has said 
that around half the world’s population 
currently faces severe water scarcity for at 
least a month a year and warned that glob-
al warming impacts and rising demand are 

key risks to global supply.
But new research by scientists in Ger-

many and the Netherlands has found that 
if harmful nitrogen pollution is factored 
in the number of areas considered water 
scarce increases dramatically.

“In general, people worry more about 
water scarcity - whether you have enough 
water,” lead author Mengru Wang, of 
Wageningen University & Research, said. 
“Water pollution is becoming a more and 
more important issue that makes water 
unsafe to be used by nature and humans.”

Houthis claim 
fresh Red Sea 
ship attacks
AFP | Dubai

Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
said yesterday they had 

struck US and British ships 
in two attacks in the Red 
Sea, the latest among doz-
ens of incidents that have 
disrupted global shipping.

The Iran-backed rebels, 
who control much of the 
war-torn country, have been 
harassing shipping in a cam-
paign they say is in solidar-
ity with Palestinians in the 
Israel-Hamas war.

Trump wants to 
‘weaponise’ US 
border issue
AFP | Washington

US President Joe Biden 
accused Donald Trump 

of seeking to “weaponise” 
border security as he urged 
lawmakers yesterday to 
pass a $118 billion package 
of immigration curbs and 
Ukraine aid that Repub-
licans have threatened to 
block.

“He’d rather weaponise 

Azerbaijan 
elections set for 

today
TDT| Manama

Presidential elections 
in Azerbaijan are 

scheduled to be held to-
day. While the election 
was originally scheduled 
for October next year, 
President Ilham Aliyev 
called for a snap election 
in December last year. 
The present President 
had won the 2018 elec-
tions and had secured a 
fourth consecutive term 
in office after obtaining 
86 percent of the votes. 
The President of Azer-
baijan is elected for 
a seven-year term. P7


