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Leadership hailed
by Interior Minister
on 27th National
Guard anniversary

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khalifa, the
Supreme Commander of the
Armed Forces, and His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince, Deputy Su-
preme Commander of the
Armed Forces, and Prime
Minister, received cables of
congratulations from His
Excellency General Shai-
kh Rashid bin Abdullah Al
Khalifa, Minister of Interi-
or, marking the 27th anni-
versary of the establishment
of the National Guard.

HE General Shaikh Rashid
bin Abdulla highlighted the
progress attained by the Na-
tional Guard over the years
due the visions of HM the
King and supported by HRH
Prince Salman.

The Interior Minister
affirmed that the Nation-
al Guard has reached the
highest levels of readiness
and competence thanks to
its modern military expe-
rience, capabilities, and ad-
vanced training, becoming
an essential pillar for safe-
guarding national security
and protecting the national
achievements attained by
the kingdom during HM the
King’s prosperous era.

Bahrain’s
e-passport wins
glohal awards

Bahrain, Pakistan
joint anti-terrorism

drill concludes
TDT | Manama

is Highness General

Shaikh Mohammed
bin Isa Al Khalifa, National
Guard Commander, patron-
ised the closing ceremony
for the joint anti-terrorism
drill between the Nation-
al Guard and the Pakistani
Army.

The ceremony coincides
with the 27th anniversary
of the establishment of the
Bahraini National Guard.
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HM King lauds progress of solid Bahraini-Omani ties

His Majesty confers the Order of Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa-First Class on

HH Sayyid Theyazin
TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa commend-
ed the pioneering role played
by His Majesty Sultan Haitham
bin Tarik Al Said of Oman in
strengthening the solid Bah-

raini-Omani relations.

HM the King praised the pro-
gress witnessed by the Sultan-
ate, under the leadership of HM
Sultan Haitham bin Tarik.

HM King Hamad was speaking
as he received, in the presence
of His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,

HM King receives, in the presence of HRH Prince Salman, HH Sayyid Theyazin

the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, His Highness Sayyid
Theyazin bin Haitham bin Tarik
Al Said, at the Al Safriya Palace
yesterday.

HH Sayyid Theyazin conveyed
to HM King Hamad greetings
and appreciation from HM Sul-
tan Haitham bin Tarik, as well as
his wishes for abundant health
and happiness to HM the King,
and continued progress to Bah-
rain.

HM the King welcomed HH

Sayyid Theyazin, and requested
him to convey his greetings to
HM Sultan Haitham bin Tarik,
and wishes for further progress
and prosperity to the Omani
people.

HM the King exchanged
cordial talks with HH Sayyid
Theyazin, affirming his pride in
the solid deep-rooted fraternal
bilateral relations, which are
growing steadily, in light of the
two countries’ keenness to con-
stantly develop them to meet

the aspirations of their peoples.

HM King Hamad conferred
the Order of Shaikh Isa bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa-First Class on
HH Sayyid Theyazin in recog-
nition of HH’s role in enhancing
the Bahraini-Omani relations.

HH Sayyid Theyazin ex-
pressed thanks and appreciation
to HM the King for conferring
the prestigious order on him,
praising the warm welcome and
hospitality accorded to him dur-
ing his visit to the kingdom.

Beyond the walls

Shura Council shields doctors, teachers from domestic-violence reporting duty

TDT| Manama

he Shura Council has re-

I jected a proposal to crim-

inalize doctors, teachers,

and domestic workers who fail
to report domestic violence.

The move sparked debate,
with proponents arguing it em-
powers bystanders to act, while
opponents warn it risks ensnar-
ing professionals in sensitive
family matters.

The proposed amendment,
championed by the Council of
Representatives, aimed to im-
pose fines and even imprison-
ment on those who witnessed
domestic violence but stayed si-
lent. However, the Shura Coun-
cil, after careful consideration,
sided with its Women and Chil-
dren Affairs Committee, which
deemed the amendment unnec-
essary and potentially harmful.

Their concerns? Firstly, the
law already penalizes domes-
tic violence itself, making addi-
tional reporting requirements
for bystanders redundant. Sec-
ondly, the broad scope of the
amendment could drag doctors,
teachers, and domestic workers
into family conflicts, potential-
ly violating their professional
boundaries and even the “sanc-
tity of the family.”

The Shura Council session in progress

Furthermore, the committee
argued that punishing someone
for not reporting an incident
they learned about casually,
outside their professional du-
ties, could have perverse conse-
quences. Imagine a case where
the victim chooses not to press
charges - the potential reporter
would then face the penalty, not

the perpetrator.

Ambiguity of amendment

Another concern raised was
the ambiguity of the amend-
ment. Who exactly qualifies as
someone who becomes aware
of domestic violence “through
their work”? This vagueness,
the committee argued, clashes

with the principle of clear and
specific criminal laws.

Finally, the committee com-
pared Bahrain’s approach to
other Arab nations. Most, like
the UAE and Lebanon, don’t
criminalize non-reporting.
Some, like Qatar, rely on exist-
ing penal codes. And a few, like
Jordan, impose minor penalties,

The committee ar-
gued that punishing
someone for not
reporting an incident
they learned about
casually, outside their
professional duties,
could have perverse
consequences.

like fines or short jail terms.

Ultimately, the Shura Coun-
cil’s decision reflects a cautious
approach to tackling domestic
violence, prioritizing victim pro-
tection and family privacy over
ablanket reporting requirement
for certain professions. The de-
bate, however, is far from over,
highlighting the complex chal-
lenges of balancing individual
responsibility with family dy-
namics and professional ethics
in the fight against domestic
abuse.
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HM the King receives General Asim Munir

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa, the
Supreme Commander

of the Armed Forces, expressed
pride in the steadily-growing
deep-rooted Bahrain-Pakistan
friendship relations, praising
the advanced level reached by
the two countries’ cooperation
in the defence and military
fields.

HM the King asserted that
Bahrain is looking forward to
expanding its cooperation with
Pakistan to achieve common in-
terests, stressing that such visits
reflect the two countries’ shared
keenness to enhance their coor-
dination to serve their common
goals.

The Supreme Commander of
the Armed Forces was speak-
ing as he received yesterday
at Al Safriya Palace, General
Asim Munir, Pakistan’s Chief

of Army Staff, who is on a visit
to Bahrain to attend the clos-
ing ceremony of the anti-terror
drill, carried out by the Special
Operations Unit at the National
Guard.

HM the King welcomed Gen.
Munir, who conveyed to HM
greetings from the Pakistani
President, Dr. Arif Alvi, and
Prime Minister, Anwaar-ul-Haq
Kakar, as well as their wishes for
further progress and prosperity
to Bahrain.

His Majesty requested the
Pakistani Army Chief to convey
his greetings to the Pakistani
President and Prime Minister,
as well as his wishes for further
progress and prosperity to the
people of Pakistan.

Region’s security and stability

HM King Hamad praised Pa-
kistan’s constant honourable
stances, commending the role
it is playing in safeguarding the

region’s security and stability.
He also lauded the contribu-
tions of the Pakistani expatriate
community to the kingdom’s
comprehensive development
process.

HM the King conferred the
Order of Bahrain-First Class
on Gen. Munir, in recognition
of his efforts to consolidate his
country’s military and defence
cooperation with Bahrain.

Order of Bahrain-First Class

The Pakistani Army Chief ex-
pressed thanks and gratitude to
HM the King for conferring the
Order of Bahrain-First Class
on him, lauding the major role
played by His Majesty in devel-
oping Bahraini-Pakistani rela-
tions, especially in the defence
and military fields.

He stressed constant keen-
ness to strengthen cooperation
with Bahrain to serve the two
countries’ interests and meet

HM King hails growing
Bahrain-Pakistan ties

their peoples’ aspirations.

On the occasion of the 27th
anniversary of the establish-
ment of the National Guard, HM
the King, the Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces,
hailed the pivotal roles it is play-
ing in defending the kingdom’s
sovereignty, security, stability
and gains, along with the Bah-
rain Defence Forces and the
Public Security Forces.

HM the King paid tribute to
General His Highness Shaikh
Mohammed bin Isa bin Salman
Al Khalifa, the National Guard
Commander, and all the force’s
affiliates, for their patriotic ef-
forts.

HM the King, the Supreme
Commander of the Armed
Forces, was presented with a
commemorative gift from Gen-
eral His Highness Shaikh Mo-
hammed bin Isa bin Salman Al
Khalifa marking the National
Guard Day.

Kingdom keen to strengthen
Oman relations, cooperation

HRH Prince Salman meets with HH Sayyid Theyazin bin Haitham bin Tarik

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness Prince

Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, affirmed the
strength of the Bahrain-Oman
relations, which continues to
promote cooperation across
various fields in line with the
support of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and
the Sultan of the Sultanate of
Oman, His Majesty Haitham
bin Tarik Al Said.

HRH Prince Salman yester-
day met His Highness Sayy-
id Theyazin bin Haitham bin
Tarik Al Said of the Sultanate
of Oman, at Sakhir Palace.

HH Sayyid Theyazin bin
Haitham bin Tarik conveyed
the greetings and well wishes
of His Majesty Sultan Haitham

bin Tariq Al-Said to His Royal
Highness and to the Kingdom
and its citizens. In return, HRH
Prince Salman conveyed his
greetings to His Majesty the
Sultan of Oman and his wishes
of progress and prosperity for
Oman and its citizens.

HRH the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister noted the
Kingdom’s commitment to
furthering Bahrain-Oman re-
lations and bilateral opportu-
nities that benefit both coun-
tries and their peoples.

His Royal Highness hosted
a lunch banquet in honour of
His Highness Sayyid Theyazin
bin Haitham bin Tarik Al Said’s
visit to the Kingdom of Bah-
rain. The Minister of Finance
and National Economy, His
Excellency Shaikh Salman bin
Khalifa Al Khalifa, was present
in the meeting.

Talks to address concerns over
rising banking interest rates

TDT | Manama

MP Hamad Al Doy has an-
nounced that a meeting
will be held this week with
several relevant entities to
discuss the issue of some
banks raising banking inter-
est rates for citizens. Among
these meetings, an important
one will be with the Governor
of the Central Bank of Bah-
rain, His Excellency Khalid

Humaidan, and another with
the Minister of Housing, HE
Amna Al Rumaihi, in addition
to other meetings with various
entities related to the file.

MP Al Doy said these actions
are taken due to the sensitiv-
ity of this issue and the po-
tential harm it may cause to
thousands of citizens bene-
fiting from various housing
programmes if interest rates
are raised.

Galleria Mall Junior Rapid Chess Tournament successful

First outdoor
event of the year

TDT | Manama

alleria Mall & Arjun’s Chess

Academy, in collaboration
with the Bahrain Chess Feder-
ation, has organised the Galleria
Mall Junior Rapid Chess Tour-
nament (Under-15), marking the
initiation of the chess events for
the year 2024.

The unique feature of this
tournament was its outdoor
setting, creating a vibrant and
engaging atmosphere for the
young chess enthusiasts.

The tournament, held at Gal-

*Top 10 Prize Winners in
FIDE Rated Category*

Bahrain Chess Federation officials and event organisers with winners, guests and sponsors

leria Mall Zinj, witnessed the
participation of a total of 60
talented players, competing in
two categories - FIDE Rated and
Unrated Category. The event

*Top 10 Winners in Unrated
Category*

1. Rishi, N

2. Hudson, Antony

3. Navaneet, Sreekanth
4. Prutha, Bapat

5. Prithvi, Raj Prajeesh
6. Fares, Qanair

7. Rudra

8. Uttam, Baratam

9. Gabriel, Vivek Joseph
10. Tanya, Singh

1. Apramey, Kulkarni
2. Jonah, K Aji

3. Almusawi, Ali

4. Rudraprasad Bhure
5. Manas Madathil

6. Adam, Abdulrahman
7. Trishan, Moorkoth

8. Nilan S

9. Esther, Vivek Joseph
10. Dhruva Roy

Games in progress

aimed not only to foster a spirit
of healthy competition but also
to encourage young minds to
embrace the strategic and intel-
lectual aspects of the game.

The Prize Distribution Func-
tion, amemorable moment in the
tournament, saw distinguished
guests gracing the occasion.
AlBurshaid, Ebrahim, General

Secretary of the Bahrain Chess
Federation, and RK Ajesh, CEO of
Edumpus (India), honored the
event as chief guests. Batool Mo-
hammed Dadabhai, Director of

Dadabhai Group of Companies,
and Arjun Kakkadath, Director
of Arjun’s Chess Academy, were
also present, adding prestige to
the ceremony.
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Bahrain committed to advancing US strategic ties

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness Prince

Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister, emphasised
the ongoing advancement of
bilateral relations between the
Kingdom of Bahrain and the US
within the framework of a long-
standing, strategic relationship
and numerous joint agreements,
including the recently signed
Comprehensive Security Inte-
gration and Prosperity Agree-
ment (C-SIPA).

HRH Prince Salman was
speaking as he met yester-
day with a delegation from
the US Congress, led by Sen-
ator Joni Ernst, at Riffa
Palace.

His Royal Highness high-
lighted the mutual commit-
ment to advance coordination
and cooperation between the
two countries and to achieve
common goals regionally and
globally.

HRH the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister noted the role
of the US, alongside other allies,

HRH Prince Salman with US Senator Joni Ernst

in bolstering global peace and
security.

He underscored the impor- regional and global peace and
tance of a unified effort to foster sustainable development.

HRH Prince Salman and the
delegation discussed issues of
common interest and the latest
regional and international de-
velopments.

The Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of the Isa bin Salman
Educational Charitable Trust
and Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Labour Fund
(Tamkeen), HH Shaikh Isa bin
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, and the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, HE Dr Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani, also attended
the meeting.

Administrative skills development
for public sector employees vital

HH the Deputy Prime Minister chairs the online meeting

TDT | Manama

is Excellency Shaikh

Khalid bin Abdullah Al
Khalifa, the Deputy Prime
Minister, emphasised the im-
portance of developing admin-
istrative skills for employees in
the public sector to enhance
competence and improve in-
stitutional performance.

This came as the Deputy
Prime Minister chaired a vir-
tual meeting of the Institute of
Public Administration Board
of Directors yesterday.

He said that the develop-
ment efforts has contributed
to the comprehensive devel-
opment process under the
leadership of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and

the follow-up of His Royal
Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown
Prince and Prime Minister.

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdul-
lah announced the launch of
the institute’s annual plan for
2024, which focuses on devel-
oping national cadres in line
with government programme
goals and institutional work
system requirements in the
public and private sectors.

He added that the National
Programme for Government
Leadership Development, in
its new form, aimed at devel-
oping the capabilities of civil
service employees and foster-
ing a culture of positive change
and creativity in government
work.

Names of individuals involved in
commercial cover-up published

TDT | Manama

n a groundbreaking move,

the Ministry of Industry and
Commerce has published in
the official gazette the names
of 32 individuals who have re-
ceived final judgments for the
crime of commercial cover-up.

The ministry provided de-
tails in the official gazette re-
garding the names of 18 com-
mercial establishments, as well
as the names of both the per-
son involved in the cover-up
and the person being covered
up for.

The penalties imposed on
them included financial fines
of up to BD1,000 each, as well
as the deregistration of the es-
tablishment and the closure
of the commercial premises
where the violation occurred.
In some cases, the violations
also resulted in the deportation
of the person being covered up
for, for varying periods.

The activities of the offend-
ing establishments encom-
passed various fields, includ-
ing barber shops, tailoring,
vegetable trade, juice sales,
and others.

Strong commitment

This move by the Ministry
of Industry and Commerce
marks the first of its kind,
demonstrating a strong com-
mitment to combat commer-
cial cover-up practices. By
disclosing the names and pen-
alties of those involved, the
ministry aims to raise aware-
ness about the consequences
of such illegal activities and
to ensure transparency in the
commercial sector.

The publication of these
names serves as a warning to
others who may be engaged in
similar practices, emphasising
the ministry’s dedication to
enforcing regulations.

Driving towards safety
and more quiet roads

Stricter regulations underway to curb disruptive vehicle modifications and reckless driving

Zahra Ayaz

TDT | Manama

safety of its citizens, the

Minister of Interior, His
Excellency Lieutenant General
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al
Khalifa, has implemented new
regulations to crack down on
disruptive vehicle modifications
and reckless driving.

These measures aim to create
asafer driving environment and
reduce noise pollution.

Under the recently published
decision in the Official Gazette,
car owners who install devices
or make modifications to their
vehicles’ systems, exhaust, en-
gines, or related components in
a manner that produces annoy-
ing or disruptive sounds may
face penalties.

One of the penalties includes

I n an effort to prioritise the

the temporary withdrawal of

the vehicle for up to 60 days.
The main objective of this meas-
ure is to prevent the creation or
intensification of sounds that
deviate from the vehicle’s orig-
inal design or intended purpose.

Additionally, the new reg-
ulations grant authorities the

Traffic police forces are prioritising road safety

power to tow vehicles in specific
situations.

For example, if a driver fails
to operate their vehicle safely,
engages in sudden deviations,
frequently maneuvers between
other vehicles, or drives reck-
lessly, thereby endangering or
harassing other road users, their

One of the penalties includes the
temporary withdrawal of the vehicle

forupto

60 days. The main objective

of this measure is to prevent the

creation

or intensification of sounds

that deviate from the vehicle’s
original design or intended purpose.

vehicle may be subject to tow-
ing.

These regulations have be-
come necessary in Bahrain, es-
pecially during occasions like
National Day and New Year’s,
when reckless driving and loud
exhaust sounds disrupt the
roads.

Comfortable and healthy
environment

Concerns raised by members
of the community emphasise
the importance of a comfortable
and healthy environment for
daily living and mental well-be-
ing.

Fatima, an activist, highlight-

ed the need to address issues
such as sound pollution, which
affects the creation of a com-
fortable and healthy environ-
ment in Bahrain.

While efforts to regulate var-
ious tangible environmental is-
sues, such as recycling, green
industry, and carbon neutral-
ity, are intensifying, attention
must also be given to reducing
noise pollution caused by cars
or loudspeakers in stores.

The introduction of these new
measures aims to promote safer
driving practices and discourage
modifications that contribute to
noise pollution or compromise
the safety of road users.

Gulf businessman to pay over BD5m in construction dispute

TDT | Manama

he High Civil Court has or-

dered a Gulf businessman
to pay more than BD5 million
to a construction company for
the value of construction work
carried out by the contracting
company on behalf of the busi-
nessman, which he failed to
settle.

The court’s decision was
based on an expert report
agreed upon by both parties,
which concluded that the busi-
nessman was liable for the
claimed amount.

The lawyer representing the

contracting company, stated
that his client is a commercial
establishment operating in the
field of construction and build-
ing. An agreement was reached
between the claimant, who is
the contractor, and the defend-
ant, referred to as the “Gulf
businessman,” who acted as the
employer, for the execution of
construction projects involving
multiple buildings in various ar-
eas, including mosque construc-
tion and renovation. The claim
was supported by architectural
plans and engineering drawings.

He further added that his
client successfully completed

all the work and construction
projects mentioned, which were
handed over to the defendant.
The defendant then proceeded
to sell some of the properties
and invest in the remaining
ones. However, he failed to pay
the outstanding amount of the
total cost of the construction
and building works. As a result,
the claimant officially notified
him of the need for payment,
but he took no action.

Unpaid entitlements

The claimant requested the
court to appoint a technical ex-
pert and an accounting expert

to prove his unpaid entitlements
and settle the accounts between
the two parties.

The appointed experts sub-
mitted their reports, and the de-
fendant also presented reports
from engineering and account-
ing experts appointed by him.

These reports concluded that
the claimant was liable for an
amount exceeding approxi-
mately five million dinars, not
the other way around. Due to
the conflicting reports from
both parties, the court urged
them to agree on a third expert
in engineering, who is consid-
ered more reliable.
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Bahrain’s electronic passport
claims global design awards

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s electronic passport has won
three gold and seven silver awards

at the prestigious London Design

Awards.
The passport was unveiled

in March

2023 by His Excellency Shaikh Rashid bin
Abdullah Al Khalifa, Minister of Interior,
and competed against 3,000 participants

from 45 countries worldwide.
The London Design Awards

recognises

exceptional designs and outstanding crea-
tive projects in various fields, including ar-
chitecture, interior design, product design,
graphic design, and digital design.

Bahrain’s electronic passport

showcases

distinctive Arabian features, portraying
an image of a galloping Arabian horse and
a falcon. It exhibits its own unique style,
narrating stories from Bahrain’s history as
a center of pearl trade while highlighting
the Kingdom’s recent achievements and its

2030 vision for the future.

His Excellency Shaikh Hisham bin Ab-

dulrahman Al Khalifa, the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior for Nationality,

Bahrain’s electronic passport showcases dis-
tinctive Arabian features, portraying an image
of a galloping Arabian horse and a falcon. It
exhibits its own unique style, narrating stories
from Bahrain’s history as a center of pearl
trade while highlighting the Kingdom’s recent
achievements and its 2030 vision for the fu-

ture.

Passports, and Residence Affairs (NPRA),
praised the instructions of His Excellency
the Minister of Interior, who also serves as
the Chairman of the Ministerial Committee
for Information Technology and Commu-
nication, and his unwavering support and
attention to the issuance of the electronic
passport with modern designs and strin-
gent security standards in line with the
ongoing plans for the digital transformation
of all services provided by the Ministry of
Interior sectors.

He commended the efforts of the elec-
tronic passport team in the Nationality,
Passports, and Residence Affairs, who
worked with a unified spirit as a team and
successfully executed this national project
in arecord time of fewer than nine months.

Sincere gratitude

Shaikh Hisham bin Abdulrahman ex-
pressed his sincere gratitude to HID, the
company responsible for the design, and
the passport issuance team, as well as all
the collaborating sectors that worked dili-
gently to ensure the success and prestigious
reputation of the project.

He emphasised that Bahrain’s electronic
passport is one of the finest passports glob-
ally in terms of beauty and unique security
features. It provides significant facilitation
for citizens traveling to various countries
around the world.

Bahrain’s electronic passport incorpo-
rates modern security features and utilises
advanced technologies, some of which are
being used for the first time in passport
issuance worldwide.

Stage set for Feast of Our Lady of Arabia celebration

TDT | Manama

he Cathedral of Our Lady
of Arabia in Bahrain has an-
nounced plans for its upcoming
feast, the Feast of Our Lady of
Arabia, Patroness of the Vicar-
iate.
Scheduled for Friday, Janu-
ary 12, the celebration will be
preceded by a nine-day Novena,

commencing on Wednesday,
January, during the evening
masses.

The Feast of Our Lady of
Arabia represents a harmoni-
ous gathering of people from
diverse backgrounds, united
in faith and unity. The solemn
mass, to be led by H.E. Bishop
Aldo Berardi, O.8S.T., Apostolic

Vicar of Northern Arabia, will
be the centerpiece of the cele-
bration.

Adding to the festivities, a
family day celebration will take
place at the Cathedral grounds.
Starting at 8am, attendees can
enjoy a range of activities, in-
cluding cultural and musical
performances, games, and more,

throughout the day.

The Cathedral extends an
open invitation to all, encour-
aging everyone to join in this
joyous occasion. It is an op-
portunity to honor traditions,
strengthen faith, and revel in the
harmonious spirit that defines
this magnificent event, the Feast
of Our Lady of Arabia.

Forum on archaeology of
irrigation technology and
water management

HH Shaikh Mohammed bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa at the event

TDT | Manama

n behalf of His Royal

Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, His Highness Shaikh
Mohammed bin Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa yesterday
inaugurated the Archaeology
of Irrigation Technology and
Water Management in the Is-
lamic World Conference.

HH Shaikh Mohammed bin
Salman noted the importance
of the conference as a plat-
form to identify sustainable
solutions to combat global en-
vironmental challenges, which
remains a central part of the
Kingdom’s environmental ef-
forts in line with the visions
of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa and the di-
rectives of His Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and
Prime Minister.

HH Shaikh Mohammed bin
Salman affirmed the impor-
tance of hosting specialised
conferences and events which
allow for the exchange of
knowledge, expertise, and best
global practices and serve to
highlight the Kingdom’s com-

petitive capabilities.

His Highness wished the
conference attendees and its
organisers success in their
contributions to environmen-
tal protection and in ensuring
the sustainability of water re-
sources for future generations.

The President of the Bahrain
Authority for Culture and An-
tiques (BACA), Shaikh Khalifa
bin Ahmed bin Abdullah Al
Khalifa, expressed his grat-
itude to His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister for his patronage of
the Conference and thanked
HH Shaikh Mohammed bin
Salman on inaugurating the
event on behalf of His Royal
Highness.

Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed
noted His Royal Highness’s
support for all initiatives and
programmes that enhance the
Kingdom’s pioneering position
as a centre for promoting cul-
tural heritage.

Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed
highlighted the importance
of the conference in promot-
ing expert collaboration in the
field of irrigation and water
management and reflecting
the extensive Islamic heritage
in this field.

BDF to hold live ammunition drills

TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Defence Force
(BDF) has announced
that live ammunition drills
will take place in the north-
ern maritime area (Hare Bul

Thamah) today, from 1pm to
3pm, at a safe altitude of 5,000
feet.

The BDF has called on those
concerned to stay away from
the designated area for their
safety.

Speaker affirms Bahrain’s keenness to
bolster cooperation with China

TDT | Manama

ouncil of Representatives
Speaker Ahmed bin Sal-
man Al Musallam has affirmed
the kingdom’s keenness to
strengthen constructive co-
operation and relations with
China across various fields to
achieve the aspirations of the
two peoples.
While meeting yesterday

His Excellency Ni Ruchi, the
Chinese Ambassador to Bah-
rain, Speaker Al Musallam
highlighted the Bahraini-Chi-
nese parliamentary desire to
open up new horizons of co-
ordination and understanding
through enhancing bilateral
relations in various develop-
mental and vital sectors, as
well as increasing trade.

35, Road No. 1901, Block 319)
17244113

Tender Notice

The Embassy of Pakistan, Manama intends to invite sealed
Technical and Financial bids from contractors and/or firms
having valid Commercial Registration Certificate and
registered with VAT Department National Bureau for
Revenue, Bahrain for civil works (expansion of waiting
area). Interested parties may collect tender documents on
any working day from 08-01-2024 to 29-01-2024 between
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., from the Embassy of Pakistan (Villa No.

Hoora/Manama. Phone No.

Southern Governor inspects Camping Services Centre

TDT | Manama

His Highness Southern Gov-
ernor Shaikh Khalifa bin
Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa visited
the Camping Services Centre.

Deputy Governor Brigadier
Hamad Al Khayat, along with
officials and officers, took part
in the visit.

The Southern Governor
hailed the preparedness of the
security and services author-
ities to ensure the success of
the camping season. He contin-
ued that the provided services

HH Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali bin Khalifa being briefed about the camping season

showcase the dedication of se-
curity authorities, such as the
General Directorate of Civil De-
fence, the General Directorate
of Traffic, the Southern Gover-
norate Police Directorate and
the National Ambulance Centre.

He attributed the high camp-
ing demands to the coordination
and cooperation of concerned
authorities. He was briefed
about the progress of the week-
ly award of His Highness Shaikh
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
HM’s Representative for Hu-
manitarian Work and Youth
Affairs.

National Sickle Cell Symposium set for today

TDT | Manama

nder the patronage of the

President of the Supreme
Council of Health (SCH), His
Excellency Lieutenant-Gener-
al Dr. Shaikh Mohammed bin
Abdullah Al Khalifa, the Gov-
ernment Hospitals will host
the Fourth National Sickle Cell
Symposium.

The symposium was organ-
ised in cooperation with Edu-
cationplus and will take place
today.

Dr. Maryam Athbi Al Jalahma,
CEO of the Government Hospi-
tal Administrations, affirmed
the importance of continuing to
host the symposium and its role
in providing quality healthcare
services to sickle cell disease
patients through exchanging
expertise and knowledge among
health specialists.

The symposium had an out-
standing turnout in its previous
editions, attracting a wide range
of participants and showcasing
many scientific papers that con-

Dr. Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdullah

To take part in the
symposium, register
now open via its
website (https://
educationplus.me/
scs-2024/).

tributed to setting the goals of
comprehensive sickle cell care.

Registration for the symposi-
um is now open via its website
(https://educationplus.me/scs-
2024)).
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Tamkeen backs Alumicor for advanced
aluminum recycling factory in Askar

The project is set to create 30 job opportunities for Bahrainis

Alumicor is
recognized as an
emerging global
innovator in the
sector, with operations
spanning Bahrain,
South Africa, Australia,
and the Seychelles.

® The upcoming
facility is expected to
create upwards of 30 job
opportunities, including
ten in senior executive
and administrative roles

TDT | Manama

he Labour Fund (Tam-
Tkeen) announced its sup-
port for Alumicor, a glob-
al leader in aluminum recycling

and manufacturing, for the set
up of its new operational base

The deal signing

in Askar.

The partnership brings cut-
ting-edge international tech-
nologies in aluminum dross pro-
cessing to Bahrain, offering local
manufacturers opportunities to
enhance operational efficiency,
minimize waste, and improve
profitability. Alumicor is rec-
ognized as an emerging glob-
al innovator in the sector, with

operations spanning Bahrain,
South Africa, Australia, and the
Seychelles.

The company’s state-of-the-
art technology has the capability
to recycle over 48,500 tons of
aluminum dross and waste an-
nually, which equates to approx-
imately half of the aluminum
waste generated from Bahrain’s
manufacturing activities. Alu-

micor’s eco-friendly recycling
techniques conserve up to 90%
of the energy typically con-
sumed in traditional aluminum
remanufacturing, thereby reduc-
ing emissions and allowing for
the recycling of larger quantities
of aluminum.

The upcoming facility is ex-
pected to create upwards of 30
new job opportunities for Bah-

raini professionals, including ten
in senior executive and admin-
istrative roles. These opportu-
nities are designed to hone the
expertise of Bahraini profes-
sionals in the sector and position
them as employees of choice in
specialized and emerging indus-
tries. The project also supports
the transfer of knowledge be-
tween Alumicor’s internation-
al operations and its Bahraini
workforce, infusing the local
industrial domain with techno-
logical advancements that will
boost efficiency and productiv-
ity.

Tamkeen Chief Executive
Maha Abdulhameed Mofeez
said, “We are pleased to extend
our support towards this ambi-
tious project, which promises
to accelerate Bahraini industrial
growth, creating opportunities
that will fuel the expansion of
the national economy. Addition-
ally, it aligns with the Kingdom’s
aspirations towards carbon neu-
trality and establishing sustain-

able and eco-friendly practices
as envisioned by the National
Action Plan “Blueprint Bahrain”.
This innovative approach to-
wards aluminum waste recy-
cling is a gamechanger within
the recycling sector, that will
help create enduring job pros-
pects for Bahrain’s skilled work-
force”

Alumicor spokesperson Ryan
Macconaiche added, “Our goal
is to set a new benchmark for
global eco-conscious recycling
and to realize a circular econ-
omy within the aluminum in-
dustry by transforming alumi-
num dross and waste into val-
uable resources. This will span
the entire production process
through to the end of the mate-
rial’s lifecycle, with a zero-waste
commitment. To this end, we
will work closely with Bahrain’s
leading aluminum industry
leaders to continually enhance
waste recovery methods and in-
novate new waste management
strategies.”

Arab Bank named MidEast
Bank of the Year 2023

Arab Bank

TDT | Manama

he Banker Magazine,

owned by the Financial
Times and based in London,
named Arab Bank as Bank of
the Year in the Middle East
for 2023. The announcement
came during The Banker’s
“Bank of The Year Awards
2023” ceremony held recently
in London and attended by
several senior representatives
from leading banks from all
over the world.

The Banker’s judging pan-
el’s decision to honor Arab
Bank with this highly coveted
regional award was based on
criteria assessing a number of
different indicators, including
the Bank’s financials, strategy
and performance, in addition
to other specific indicators,
a process that takes over 5
months to conduct.

The Banker Magazine, for
more than 90 years, has been
the world’s longest-running
international banking title and
the leading monthly journal of
record for the global banking

industry.

Commenting on this rec-
ognition, Randa Sadik, Arab
Bank’s Chief Executive Officer,
said: Such global recognition is
atestament to the leading posi-
tion Arab Bank enjoys both lo-
cally and regionally. It reflects
the bank’s consistent ability
to deliver solid performance
despite the challenging cir-
cumstances across the region
and the world.” She added,
“The bank continues to pro-
vide a wide range of banking
solutions to its customers in
line with its comprehensive
strategy and its well-estab-
lished institutional approach,
with an ambitious, forward
looking vision that keeps pace
with the latest technological
developments in the banking
industry.”

Arab Bank received signif-
icant recognition and awards
from various reputed interna-
tional and regional institutions
during last year, including Best
Bank in the Middle East for
2023 from New York-based
Global Finance publication, for
the eighth consecutive year.

CBB launches FMIs, Payment
Oversight Framework

TDT | Manama

he Central Bank of Bahrain

(cBB) launched the Finan-
cial Market Infrastructures
(FMIs) and Payment Oversight
Framework.

The framework was devel-
oped by the CBB’s FMIs and
Payment Oversight division,
whereby the Oversight function
is defined by the Principles for
Financial Market Infrastruc-
tures (PFMI) by the Committee
on Payment and Settlement
Systems (CPSS).

CPSS was established in 1990
by the G10 Governors, currently
named the Committee on Pay-
ments and Market Infrastruc-
tures (CPMI) under the Bank for
International Settlements (BIS)
and its main aim is to ensure
financial stability by mitigating
and lowering systemic risk and

Hessa Al Sada

presenting core principles for
effective banking supervision.
The purpose of the frame-
work is to outline the key roles,
objectives, expectations, pow-
ers, standards, approach and
tools of the Oversight function
in response to the transforma-

tional developments that have
affected the financial sector to
strengthen the legal basis of
protecting settlement finality
and netting arrangements, and
identifying FMIs that should be
subject to oversight by CBB.
Hessa Al Sada, Executive Di-
rector of Banking Operations
at CBB, said that the FMIs and
Payment Oversight framework
is a testament to CBB’s efforts
in maintaining international
standards and ensuring safe and
effective performance of pay-
ment systems in the Kingdom,
which enhances trust in the
local financial system. Through
these guidelines, CBB aims to
foster innovations in payment
systems to keep pace with the
momentum in the financial eco-
system. The FMIs and Payment
Oversight Framework is availa-
ble online on CBB’s website.

Bahrain All Share
Index closes higher
TDT | Manama

ahrain All Share In-

dex closed at 1,978.35
points, marking an increase
of 5.73 points above the pre-
vious closing.

This increase was due to
the rise in the financial sec-
tor and the materials sector.

Bahrain Islamic Index
closed at 738.35 points,
marking an increase of 8.78
points above the previous
closing,.

Results indicated that
64 equity transactions took
place with a volume of
1,849,512 worth BD 450,926.

Investors traded mainly
in the financial sector, rep-
resenting 87.10% of the total
value of securities traded.

Regulators order inspections on some
Boeing MAX 9 planes after emergency

Washington, United States

Airlines and safety bodies
around the world ground-
ed some versions of the Boe-
ing 737 MAX 9 jets pending
inspections Sunday, with doz-
ens of flights cancelled over
the weekend after a panel blew
out of one of the planes over
the western US state of Oregon.

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration “is requiring im-
mediate inspections of certain
Boeing 737 MAX 9 planes be-
fore they can return to flight,”
the agency said on X.

It added that around 171
aircraft worldwide would be
affected, with each inspection
taking four to eight hours.

Alaska and United Airlines
fly the largest number of MAX 9

planes, while Turkish Airlines
has a smaller fleet.

Boeing has so far delivered
about 218 of the 737 MAX
planes worldwide, the com-
pany told AFP.

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Boeing’s 737 MAX planes were
grounded worldwide following two
MAX 8 crashes in 2018 and 2019
that killed 346 people in total. The
FAA approved the planes’ return
to service only after the company
made changes to its flight control

system.

China sanctions
five US firms
over Taiwan
arms sales

Shanghai, China

hina announced sanc-

tions on Sunday against
five US defence firms in re-
sponse to their involvement
in arms sales to self-ruled
Taiwan, which Beijing
claims as part of its terri-
tory.

China has vowed to one
day seize Taiwan, while the
US Congress requires the
supply of weapons to the
self-governing democracy
for its defence.

Last month, the US State
Department approved a
$300-million arms pack-
age to strengthen Taipei’s
joint battle command and
control system, prompting
Beijing to say it would take
unspecified “countermeas-
ures” against the companies
involved.

China’s foreign ministry
on Sunday named those
companies as BAE Systems
Land and Armament, Alli-
ant Techsystems Operation,
AeroVironment, ViaSat and
Data Link Solutions.

“The countermeasures
consist of freezing the prop-
erties of those companies
in China, including their
movable and immovable
property, and prohibiting
organizations and individ-
uals in China from transac-
tions and cooperation with
them,” the ministry said.

“The US arms sales to
China’s Taiwan region... se-
riously harm China’s sov-
ereignty and security inter-
ests,” it added.

Beijing has ratcheted up
pressure on Taiwan since
independence-leaning Pres-
ident Tsai Ing-wen took
power there in 2016.
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News in brief

¢ Maldivian President
Mohamed Muizzu suspended
three deputy ministers on Sunday for
making “derogatory remarks” against
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the government said. Muizzu, who
won September elections on promises
that included removing a small
contingent of Indian troops operating
maritime aircraft from his archipelago,

Maldives

banned the ministers from work pending an 5“5pends mmISters
investigation. The three suspended ministers gfter ‘clown’ jibe

-- Malsha Shareef, Abdulla Mahzoon and
Shiuna -- are all from the youth ministry.
They criticised Modi on social media,

against India’s Modi

officials said. “The government of Maldives is aware of derogatory remarks on
social media platforms against foreign leaders and high ranking individuals,”

the government said in a statement. “These opinions are personal and do not
represent the views of the government of Maldives.” A senior administrative
official told AFP that Muizzu had suspended the trio and ordered an investigation.

¢ Bangladeshi election officials counted votes Sunday after polls

Bangladesh
counts votes
after election
without

opposition

guaranteed to give a fifth term in office to Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina closed, following a boycott
led by an opposition party she branded a “terrorist
organisation”. Hasina has presided over breakneck
economic growth in a country once heset by grinding
poverty, but her government has been accused of

rampant human rights abuses and a ruthless opposition
crackdown. Her party faced almost no effective rivals in
the seats it contested, but it avoided fielding candidates
in a few constituencies, an apparent effort to avoid the
legislature being branded a one-party institution. The
opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), whose
ranks have been decimated

by mass arrests, called a general strike and, along
with dozens of others, refused to participate in a

Niger regime
admits ‘civilian

“sham election”. But Hasina, 76, called for citizens to yjctims’ after air

show faith in the democratic process.

assault

¢ Civilian victims have been discovered

after air strikes by Niger’s army against “terrorists”

near the border with Burkina Faso, Niger's military

regime announced yesterday. The National Council

for the Safeguard of the Homeland (CNSP) said in a

press release that the army had initially “energetically

repelled a terrorist attack” by a group who arrived

on around twenty motorbikes, on Friday evening.

The attack targeted a military post in Tyawa, in the western Tillaberi region near
Burkina Faso. Air strikes were then carried out against “a second column” of
armed attackers on motorbikes and other vehicles, the CNSP said in its statement

broadcast on public television.

Trump rallies supporters in lowa on Capitol

riot anniversary
AFP | Newton, United States

Donald Trump hit the cam-
paign trail Saturday in the
first-in-the-nation presiden-
tial nominating state of ITowa,
vowing to win “for the third
time” as Americans marked
the anniversary of the deadly
assault on the US Capitol by a
mob of his supporters.

Many watched in horror
three years ago on January 6,
2021, as rioters -- egged on by
the ex-president and fueled by
his false claims of voter fraud
-- stormed the seat of US de-
mocracy in a bid to halt the
transfer of power.

In a rambling, two-hour
speech Saturday to supporters
in Newton, Iowa, Trump did
not delve into the events of that
day, but described those jailed
over their roles in the assault
as "hostages.” He has said that
ifelected, he will pardon many.

Trump mocked President
Joe Biden, his putative rival in
November's election.

He said Biden has overseen
economic decline and invited
chaos at the nation’s borders,
while failing to stop Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

"I would've absolutely
stopped Putin,” he said.

Trump warned of World
War 111 if Biden is re-elected,
adding, "This is our last chance
to save America.”

Never having given up on the
fiction that he won the 2020
election, Trump declared that

in November he will win "for
the third time.”

The runaway leader in the
race for the 2024 Republi-
can presidential nomination,
Trump was impeached for in-
citing insurrection and faces
multiple felony charges over
his conduct leading up to and
during the violence.

In an evening appearance at
amiddle school in the town of
Clinton, Trump gave another
meandering speech in which
he attacked Biden as too old to
govern, incompetent and lead-
ing the United States to ruin
with overrun open borders.

"We are a failing nation,”
Trump said in the hour-long
address. "We're going to bring
it back from hell,” he added.

Biden, who offered blister-
ing criticism of Trump in a
speech Friday, has no public
events planned this weekend,
the White House said.

Trump leads rivals Nikki
Haley and Ron DeSantis by
more than 30 points in Towa,
which stages its Republican
nominating contest -- known
as a "caucus” -- on January 15,
kicking off the 2024 primary
season.

Iran woman gets 74 lashes
for ‘public morals’ violation

AFP | Tehran, Iran

whipped a woman 74 times

for “violating public morals”
and fined her for not covering her
head, the judiciary said.

“The convicted, Roya Hesh-
mati, encouraged permissiveness
(by appearing) disgracefully in
busy public places in Tehran,” the
judiciary’s Mizan Online website
said late on Saturday.

“Her penalty of 74 strokes of
the lash was carried out in ac-
cordance with the law and with

Iranian authorities have

Roya Heshmati

sharia,” and “for violating public
morals,” Mizan said.

All women in Iran have been
required by law to cover their
neck and head since shortly after
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.

Whippings for breaching the
dress code are uncommon in Iran,
although officials have increas-
ingly cracked down on those de-
fying the rules after the practice
surged during anti-government
protests that began in late 2022.

Those protests were triggered
by the September 2022 death
in custody of Mahsa Amini, a

22-year-old Iranian Kurd arrested
for an alleged breach of the Is-
lamic republic’s strict dress code
for women.

During the protests, female
demonstrators cast off their
headscarves or even burned them.
Other women also began increas-
ingy to flout the dress code, lead-
ing to a crackdown.

Kurdish-focused rights group
Hengaw identified Heshmati as
33-year-old woman of Kurdish
origins.

She was arrested in April “for
publishing a photo on social me-

dia without wearing a headscarf,”
her lawyer Maziar Tatai told the
reformist Shargh daily.

Heshmati was also ordered
to pays a fine of 12 million rials
(around $25) for “not wearing the
Muslim veil in public”, Tatai said.

Officials have installed surveil-
lance cameras in public places
to monitor violations and have
shut businesses that breached
the rules.

Iran’s parliament has also dis-
cussed a bill that would toughen
penalties for those breaching the
dress code.

Kosovo says Spain
recognises its
passports

AFP | Pristina, Kosovo

pain has agreed to rec-

ognise passports from
Kosovo, having previously
been one of five EU states
not to do so or to recognise
the Balkan state, the latter’s
Deputy Prime Minister
Besnik Bislimi said Satur-
day.

“The good news contin-
ues for our citizens and our
country,” Bislimi said in a
post to Facebook.

“While visa-free move-
ment started on January 1,
Spain has now been add-
ed to the countries of the
Schengen area where we
can travel through liberal-
isation, where previously
the main obstacle was the
non-recognition of our
passport,” said Bislimi, who
heads Kosovo’s EU dialogue
team.

Foreign Minister Doni-
ka Gervalla-Schwarz post-
ed on X, formerly Twitter,
that “citizens of Kosovo can
travel to Spain now ... the
Kingdom of Spain recognis-
es ordinary passports of the
Republic of Kosovo as of Jan
1,2024”

Gervalla-Schwarz not-
ed, however, that “this
change does not constitute,
by any means, an official
recognition of Kosovo as
an independent state” by
Madrid.

Jordan king presses Blinken on Gaza ceasefire, aid

AFP | Amman, Jordan

ordan’s king urged the top

United States diplomat yes-
terday to push for a ceasefire in
the Gaza Strip and an end to the
humanitarian crisis brought by
three months of war, the royal
palace said.

King Abdullah 11 made the re-
marks to Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken, who is on a Middle
East tour aiming to ensure the Is-
rael-Hamas war does not spread.

King Abdullah warned Blinken
against “the catastrophic reper-
cussions of continuation of the
aggression against Gaza, under-
lining the necessity of ending the
tragic humanitarian crisis” there,
a statement from the royal palace
said.

The king reiterated “the impor-
tant role of the United States in
bringing pressure for an immedi-
ate ceasefire in Gaza, protection
of civilians, and guaranteeing de-
livery” of medical and humani-
tarian aid.

Washington has twice exer-
cised its veto at the United Na-
tions Security Council over cease-
fire calls, drawing outrage in the
Arab world, and Blinken has by-
passed Congress to rush weapons
to Israel.

He and other US officials have,
however, become increasingly
vocal about the need for Israel to
protect civilians in Gaza, where
the Hamas-run health ministry
says 22,835 people have been
killed since October 7.

Blinken, who is seeking to get
more aid into besieged Gaza, vis-

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (R) visits a World Food Program (WFP)regional warehouse in Amman

ited the World Food Programme’s
regional coordination warehouse
near the Jordanian capital.

Inside the warehouse, stocked
with pallets of canned food aid,
the senior UN official in Jordan,
Sheri Ritsema-Anderson, de-
scribed the situation in Gaza as
unlike anything she had seen dur-
ing 15 years in the Middle East.

It is “catastrophic,” she told re-
porters.

Blinken said “it is imperative
that we maximise assistance to
people in need”, by getting the aid
in and distributing it effectively.

“We’ll be working on that as
well in the days to come,” he said
at the warehouse.

Two-state solution

King Abdullah, whose country
signed a peace treaty with Israel
in 1994, also reaffirmed the need
for a two-state solution to the
Israel-Palestinian question and
underlined Jordan’s “total rejec-
tion” of any forced displacement
of Palestinians from Gaza and the
occupied West Bank.

Blinken arrived in Jordan from
Turkey and Greece, where he said

there is “real concern” over the Is-
rael-Lebanon border, which even
before the Aruri strike had seen
regular exchanges of fire largely
between Lebanon’s Iran-backed
Hezbollah movement, and Israeli
forces.

“We want to do everything pos-
sible to make sure that we don’t
see escalation there” and to avoid
an “endless cycle of violence”,
Blinken said.

Blinken was also travelling on
Sunday to the Gulf emirate of Qa-
tar and to Abu Dhabi, capital of
the United Arab Emirates.

US defence chief pledges transparency after hospitalization

AFP | Washington, United States

s Defense Secretary Lloyd
UAustin on Saturday accepted
responsibility for failing to dis-
close a recent hospitalization,
following reports that even top
White House officials and Pres-
ident Joe Biden were in the dark
that he was ill and unable to carry
out his duties.

The Pentagon waited until
Friday evening to announce that
Austin, 70, had been hospitalized
four days prior “for complica-
tions following a recent elective

US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin

medical procedure” -- abreach of
standard protocol at a time when
the United States is embroiled in
the Middle East crisis.

NBC News reported Austin was
in the intensive care unit for four
days.

He remained at Walter Reed
National Military Medical Center
on Saturday and a discharge date
was not yet known, a Defense
Department spokesperson said.

“Irecognize I could have done a
better job ensuring the public was
appropriately informed. I commit
to doing better,” Austin said in a

statement.

“But this is important to say:
this was my medical procedure,
and I take full responsibility for
my decisions about disclosure.”

He added that he would be “re-
turning to the Pentagon soon,”
thanking doctors and staff at Wal-
ter Reed for their care.

Austin resumed “full duties”
Friday evening, the Defense De-
partment spokesperson said.

Deputy Secretary of Defense
Kathleen Hicks was prepared to
step in during Austin’s illness, and
made some routine decisions on

his behalf during the time, a De-
fense Department spokesperson
told AFP.

Politico was the first of sever-
al media outlets to report that
Austin had been in the hospital
for three days before Pentagon
officials told National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan and other
top White House officials.

Sullivan then informed Biden,
the outlet said. It also reported
that Congress found out about
Austin’s hospitalization 15 min-
utes before Friday evening’s pub-
lic statement.

Elderly woman pulled from rubble
five days after Japan quake

Members of the Self-Defense Ground Force’s 33rd General Regiment
transporting supplies to isolated areas along hillside trains in Uri-cho

near Wajima, Ishikawa prefecture

AFP | Suzu, Japan

woman in her 90s

trapped for five days un-
der rubble caused by a huge
earthquake in central Japan
was rescued against the odds,
but snow and storms were
further complicating relief
efforts on Sunday.

At least 128 people have
died since the 7.5 magnitude
tremor on New Year’s Day
and its aftershocks -- a toll
sure to rise, with 195 others
reported missing, according
to local authorities.

The shockwaves toppled
buildings, sparked a major
fire and triggered tsunami
waves over a metre high on
the Sea of Japan side of the
main island of Honshu.

The hope of finding survi-
vors usually fades three days
after a destructive quake.

But an elderly woman
spent five days under the
wreckage of a collapsed
house in the city of Suzu on
the hard-hit Noto Peninsula

before being saved on Sat-
urday.

She was taken to hospital
and was able to hold a con-
versation, according to pub-
lic broadcaster NHK.

"Hang in there!” rescuers
were heard calling to the
woman in police footage
from the rainy scene pub-
lished by local media.

"You're gonna be OK!” they
shouted. "Stay positive!”

A Tokyo police spokes-
man confirmed to AFP that
the rescue had been car-
ried out by officers from
Tokyo and Fukuoka, but
he could not give further
details.

Not all were so lucky.
In the town of Anamizu, a
52-year-old man who lost his
21-year-old son and his par-
ents-in-law waited to hear
news of his wife, his other
three children and more fam-
ily members.

"I want them to be alive.
It's unthinkable that I could
be left alone,” he told NHK.

Kim’s powerful sister denies N.
Korea fired rounds near border

Kim Jong Un with Kim Yo Jong

AFP | Seoul, South Korea

orth Korean leader Kim

Jong Un’s powerful sis-
ter yesterday denied Seoul’s
claims that Pyongyang had
fired dozens of artillery
rounds near their border a
day earlier.

On Saturday, Seoul’s mili-
tary said North Korean forces
had fired over 60 artillery
rounds near Yeonpyeong Is-
land, a day after both sides
staged live-fire drills in the
same area near their contest-
ed maritime border.

The South’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said the shells landed
in a buffer zone created un-
der a 2018 tension-reducing
deal. That deal fell apart in
November after the North
launched a spy satellite.

“Our military did not fire
a single shell into the water
area,” Kim Yo Jong said in
a statement carried by the
official Korean Central News
Agency.

Kim claimed instead that
her country’s military had
detonated explosives simu-
lating the sound of gunfire
60 times and “watched the
reaction” of the South Kore-
an forces.

“The result was exactly
as we expected,” she said,
adding: “They misjudged
the sound of explosives as
gunfire, assumed it was an
artillery fire provocation, and
shamelessly made up a lie.”

“In the future, they will
misjudge even the rumbling
sound of thunder in the
northern sky as artillery fire
from our military,” she said.
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01

lobal temperatures

hit record highs in

the last year, and extreme

weather events continue

to affect people around

the world. It’s time to

move from promises to

action. Concrete #Clima-
teAction. Now.

@antonioguterres

02

Humanitarian part-
ners like the World
Food Program are pro-
viding life-saving support
to Palestinian civilians in
Gaza. @WFP’s staff are
working tirelessly and
at great personal risk to
reach those who are in
greatest need of food as-
sistance.

@SecBlinken
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oday, the Union
Cabinet has ap-
proved the transform-
ative ‘PRITHvVI VIgyan
(PRITHVI)’ scheme. This
initiative marks a signifi-
cant stride in our journey
towards advanced earth
system sciences.
@narendramodi
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To my brothers and

sisters celebrating
Orthodox Christmas
this weekend — may
your homes be filled with
peace, and your loved
ones blessed with good
health and hope. Merry

Christmas.
@DrTedros

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
/\

Islamic Finance & Corporate Governance

DR. ABDELGADIR WARSAMA GHALIB AWARSAMA@WAESAMALC.COM

he Organization for Economic Cooperation & Development (OECD)

defined Corporate Governance as, “Corporate Governance, CG in-
volves a set of relationships between an entity’s management, its Board,
its shareholders & stakeholders. CG, also provides the structure through
which the objectives of the entity are set, and the means of attaining those
objectives and monitoring the performance. Good CG, should provide prop-
er incentives for the Board & management to pursue objectives that are in
the interests of the entity, the shareholders and should facilitate effective
monitoring, thereby encouraging firms to use resources more efficiently”.

This definition of OECD was adopted by Basel Committee for banking
business and many other international organizations including the World
Bank. It almost, becomes the most appropriate definition we are pursu-
ing in our endeavors to implement the corporate governance principles.
With reference to the growing Islamic Finance, I would like to mention,
all Islamic finance entities including Islamic banks and Islamic insurance
companies are guided by the rules issued by Islamic Finance institutions.
Such rules, are covering the necessary details for Corporate Governance
principles for Islamic Finance.

The main principles for Corporate Governance, is the appointment of
Sharia Board, their number, remuneration and relevant jurisdiction in
Islamic Finance organizations. The task of the Sharia Board is to make
sure that Islamic Finance organizations are performing their duties as per
Sharia rules, directives & instructions. The principles, give the guidelines
for the Superior Sharia Supervision for Islamic Finance organization. The
Sharia Supervision role, is to make sure that the duties performed or to be
performed are in complete compliance to Sharia rules. This constitutes the
primary duty of the Sharia Supervision. Also, the principles, give guidelines
for the Internal Sharia Supervision Dept. in each Islamic Finance organiza-
tion. This Dept., links the relation between the Islamic Finance organization
and the Superior Sharia Supervision and makes sure that the daily business
is not violating Sharia. They give guidelines for the establishment of the cG
Committees. The Board in each Islamic Finance organization shall establish
such committees, as audit & governance committee, executive committee,
remuneration committee etc. And, guidelines for the independence of the
Sharia Boards. The independence here is a major yardstick that gives the
creditability for the Sharia Board.

In this connection and with respect to Corporate Governance principles,
we could easily say that, Islamic Finance, is similar-to-non when it comes
to the issue of corporate governance. Islamic Finance is labeled with the
notion and the obligatory demand that it must be complying and completely
satisfying all principles embodied in the glorious sharia rules. If any Islamic
finance activities are not in total compliance to such “Devine” rules, for
any reason whatsoever, they will not be accepted nor termed as Islamic
Finance business.

Compliance & total adherence to the glorious rules and principles of
Sharia is a basic cornerstone rule in each and every transaction or type of
business that is classified as Islamic Finance. This golden basic rule, calling
for Sharia total compliance denotes that all Islamic activities are ranking in
the same line with corporate governance rules. This, we could say, is due to
the fact that the newly adopted corporate governance rules call for steady,
clear and transparent rules to be applicable all through so as to achieve the
best required end-results for all concerned parties including, among others,
the stakeholders. In all and every transaction that relates to Islamic Finance,
the “Sharia Advisory Board” supervising such entity is strictly under a
lawful obligation to confirm that the concerned transaction is acceptable
and does not nor violate Sharia rules & directives. The concerned transac-
tion, will only take its legal identity and the “halal” label after getting the
required “go-ahead” as the primary acceptance & final approval from the
Sharia Advisory Board. This kind of legitimacy process of “halal process”
is not available nor required vis-a-vis other transactions i.e., non-Islamic
transactions (conventional banking \ insurance transactions).

The approval and or acceptance of the transaction by the “Advisory Sha-
ria Board” is a kind of a certificate or a legitimate “pass-way” to process
the deal since it complies to the required norms of Sharia rules (Islamic
jurisprudence). This “pass-way”, as it is, is an approved certificate of full
transparency. In other words, this certificate, signifies that such transactions
are fully transparent to the acceptable level as required by the corporate
governance prevailing rules. Thus, we could say that, dealings in Islamic
finance are by their nature dealings that are completely satisfying the cor-
porate governance rules. Islamic finance is accountable and adhering to
accountability on the basis that the deal is not in money only, as compared
to non-Islamic or conventional banking, rather it is part of the transaction
through different approved products. By virtue of this partnership asso-
ciation with the client, Islamic finance is accountable in case there is any
failure. Accountability or sharing the risk, is important factor in Islamic
banking and this point is important factor in corporate governance rules.
Sharing the risk requires many steps including transparency in all matters
related to the transaction. Transparency in Islamic banks, as a fact, is an
important factor needed for corporate governance. Another important issue,
is the fact that corporate governance implementation aims for maintaining
ethical working environment. Here comes the fact that, Islamic finance &
Islamic banking is purely ethical by nature as its directive rules and guid-
ance are from Quran. Herein, we have to admit that, corporate governance
rules are greatly benefiting from Sharia rules and they are taking such rules
as their foundation base. From here, comes the strong & deep relationship
between Islamic finance from one hand and corporate governance rules
from the other hand.... Based on this, we could say that the new corporate
governance rules are already there in Islamic rules from their inception...

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)
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Kevin Hart ‘hoodwinked’ Chris Rock into shooting Netflix special

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Kevin is set to receive the

coveted Mark Twain Prize in

evin Hart “hoodwinked” March.
[< Chris Rock into filming
their comedy special.

The 44-year-old comedian
stars alongside Chris, 58, in the
Netflix show ‘Kevin Hart and
Chris Rock: Headliners Only’ -
but Kevin has revealed that he
had to convince the stand-up
star to commit to the project.

Speaking to ‘Extra’, Kevin
joked: “I had to hoodwink Chris
into understanding that it would
be cool to film it.

“Chris is a little stubborn, so
he wouldn’t have jumped at the

uals who have “had an

when he receives the

The award recognises individ-

impact on

American society in ways similar
to” Twain, and Kevin predicts
that he’ll become “emotional”

accolade.

He said: “When I get there and
I'm able to kind of sit in it, it’ll
hit differently. I’ll probably get
emotional. I won’t cry, because
it’s not what action stars do ...
There may be an inkling of a
feeling that I’ll verbalise.”

Kevin previously described
winning the award as a “surreal”

Chris Rock and Kevin Hart

KEVIN HART

inception of this award 25 years
ago. To be honored in this com-
memorative year feels surreal.

on life - T am grateful to the Ken-
nedy Center for recognising my
voice and impact on culture. I
can’t wait to celebrate!”

Meanwhile, Deborah F. Rutter,
the president of the Kennedy
Center, said: “For over three
decades, Kevin Hart has been a
source of laughter across Amer-
ica and throughout the world
with his iconic characters, in-
imitable physical comedy, and
relatable narratives.

“An accomplished writer, pro-
ducer, actor, and comedian, he
has made lasting contributions
to the comedic landscape and
represents our celebration of

opportunity out of the gate. So I experience. ceive the accolade at the Kenne-  Kevin previously said: “I’ve  Comedy is my outlet for social American humor at the Kennedy
lied to him.” The Hollywood star will re- dy Center on March 24. been doing comedy since the commentary and observations Center.”
Kim Kardashian to Shia LaBeouf confirmed
d mobil into the Catholic Church
i Celebretainment | Los Angeles
c::]eglzT::ammentl Los one who has loved and played Kim are overjoyed to welcome him into the fold
Kardashian: Hollywood in the past 10 hia LaBeouf has been confirmed into the and witness his deep commitment to his faith
years. Catholic Church. journey.
im Kardashian’s  “This journey has meant so much The 37-year-old ‘Transformers’  “Shia LaBeouf, known for his incredible talent
mobile game is to me but I've realised actor took part in a confirmation and passion in the entertainment industry, has
shutting down after that it’s time to fo- ceremony at the Old Mission embarked on a profound spiritual journey that
almost 10 years. cus that energy Santa Ines Parish in Solvang, has led him to embrace the teachings of the
The 43-year-old into other California on Sunday to join the Catholic Church. His decision to fully enter the
star teamed up with passions. 1 want to thank Capuchin Fransiscans - West- Church is a testament to his sincere desire to
Glu in 2014 to launch ~ “I want the Glu team and ern America Province and grow in his relationship with God and live out
‘Kim Kardashian: to thank the organisation shared the Gospel values.”
Hollywood’” - on the Glu b:::fn'g?ﬂ‘e, gf:npels details of Shia’s religious ~ The message added: “As Capuchin Francis-
which players made team and journey in a post on cans, we believe in the transformative power of
a bid for stardom by the many who.h.ave worked Instagram revealing faith and the incredible impact it can have on
making an impact people diligently on he has “embarked on one’s life. We are humbled and grateful to walk
with events, dating, behind the making it a a profound spiritual alongside Shia as he takes this important step in
acting, modelling scenes who success journey”. his spiritual journey.
and club appearanc- have worked TR The post read: “We  “We invite you to join us in celebrating this
es - but she has now diligently on are thrilled to share momentous occasion and to keep Shia LaBeouf
confirmed the ven- makingitasuccess. that our dear friend in your prayers as he continues to deepen his
ture is closing so she  “I will be forever in- Shia LaBeouf has fully faith and seek God’s guidance in his life. May
can focus on her other spired by this community that we built entered the Church this his example inspire others to explore their own
“passions”. together.” past weekend through spiritual paths and find solace in the loving em-
The skiMS founder  The game itself was free to play, but the sacrament of confir- brace of the Church.”
said in a statement: “I'm users were able to purchase ‘K stars’ mation! The organisation added pictures of Shia’s
so grateful from the bot- to boost their attempts to climb the “The Capuchin confirmation mass which showed him taking
tom of my heart to every- ladder of success. Franciscan friars partin aservice alongside the friars.
Shia LaBeouf
Spice Girls immortalised in stamps for 30th anniversary
Celebretainment | London the milestone. lows those of The Beatles in 2007, 1997, Spice Girls performing in San
The girls said: “We are so excit- Pink Floyd in 2016, Queen in 2020, Jose, California in 2007, Emma
he Spice Girls have re- ed to be celebrated by Royal Mail, The Rolling Stones in 2022 and Bunton performing at Wembley,
leased a set of 15 stamps alongside some of the most icon- Iron Maiden in 2023. London, in 1998, and their concert
to mark their 30th anniversary. ic and influential music legends. The main set of stamps were tak- in Istanbul in 1997.
As girl power turns the big When we formed the Spice Girls en between 1997 and 2012, includ-  Victoria Beckham performing
3-0 in 2024, the ‘Viva Forever’ we couldn’t have dreamt that 30 ing the Spice Girls performing at during ‘The Return of the Spice
Kim hitmakers - Melanie C, Emma vyears later we would be the first The BRIT Awards, in 1997, Melanie Girls Tour’ at Madison Square Gar-
Kardashian Bunton, Mel B, Geri Horner, and female group to be dedicated an C performing at The BRITs in 1998, den, New York City, in 2008, the

Victoria Beckham - have teamed
up with Royal Mail to sell a range
of collectible products to celebrate

entire stamp collection, that’s Girl
Power!”
The Spice Girls’ stamp set fol-

their iconic closing ceremony set at
the London 2012 Olympic Games,
Geri performing at the BRITs in

band performing in Dublin in 1998,
and Mel B performing at the BRITs
in 1997 complete the main set.
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down and each 9-box square contains all
of the numbers from one to nine.

Across

1- Comic Rudner; 5- Mission control gp.; 9- NFL 6-pointers; 12- Quod __ demonstran-
dum; 13- Uruguayan friend; 15- Ersatz; 16- Colorado resort; 17- Fable finale; 18- Trim;
19- Opening word; 21- Remove from action; 23- Realtor’s sign; 25- Kind; 26- Back
muscle, briefly; 29- Light gas; 31- Establishes; 35- Clean air org; 36- So far; 38- Dark;
39- Contented sighs; 41- Streamlined; 43- Arizona city on the Colorado River; 44-
Arrogant; 46- Paradises; 48- Native ruler of Tunisia; 49- Shorthand pros; 51- Lose
one’s cool; 52- Radical ‘60s grp.; 53- Wife of Jacob; 55- Duration; 57- Regent; 61- Poorly
ventilated; 65- Very, in Versailles; 66- Basic monetary unit of Sweden; 68- It may be
landed; 69- Kimono ties; 70- Cold mold; 71- In ajiffy; 72- Nine-digit ID; 73- Furniture
wood; 74- French summers;

Down

1- Guns; 2- Dies __; 3- Mai _; 4- Country album?; 5- Anonymous; 6- Latin | verb;

7- Letter opener; 8- From the top; 9- Pad __; 10- Phooey!; 11- “Peter Pan” pirate; 14-
Blast from the past; 15- Rancorous; 20- __ Lisa; 22- Creamy-beige color; 24- Holmes's
creator; 26- Springs; 27- Separated; 28- Lake in the Sierra Nevada; 30- Food and
water; 32- Bludgeons; 33- Measured with a watch; 34- Remains; 37- Mall frequenters;
40- Dismal; 42- Backpack; 45- Go-getter; 47- Petty quarrel, ejected saliva; 50- Decaf
brand; 54- Actor Buchholz; 56- Suckle; 57- Old Pontiacs; 58- Globes; 59- Blood vessel;
60- Thick cord; 62- Kicker; 63- Floating ice; 64- Cravings; 67- Actress Peeples;

Yesterday’s solution
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AVAILABLE

HORIZON INTERIORS has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17742421 or INFO@
HORIZONINTERIORS.NET

EDMA BAHRAIN INSULATION has a vacancy
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39420444 or
hawra@edama.bh

YOUNG JIN ENTERPRISE ~COMPANY
LIMITED has a vacancy for the occupation of
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17700711 or JEONG.DONGUIN.0102@
GMAIL.COM

AFAAQ ALKALIJ EXCAVATION & BUILDING
EQUIPMENTS RENNTAL W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 13644244 or
afaagalkhali@gmail.com

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES WL.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
ALGHAWAS LAUNDARY has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33350586 or
UMALOQY.79@GMAIL.COM

NISHAT FOODSTUFF W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38837951 or
sysn7017@gmail.com

VAL TECH CAR PARKING COMPANY -
FOREIGN BRANCH COMPANY has a vacancy
for the occupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR,
suitably ~qualified ~applicants can  contact
33320115

ART MARINE REPAIR MACHINARY COW.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
36448216 or BABURAJSANA@GMAIL.COM
COSTPLAN CONSTRUCTION ~ AND
ADVERTISING CO. WLL has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
33912293 or SHAREEFBAPUS@GMAIL.COM
HASSAN MOHAMED HASSAN WELDING
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified ~applicants can  contact
34451818 or MONAZOWAYED@GMAIL.COM
UM HABIB MARKAT W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33275411 or
ABDULJALEEL.TTK@GMAIL.COM

PADEL KINGDOM W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39986899 or hyateem@
thepadelkingdom.com

AL KAAB RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 35028435 or ALKAAB.
BH@GMAIL.COM

MILAN HOME GYPSUM AND DECORATION
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
39888827 or MOHED3254@GMAIL.COM
JANNAT CONTRACTING COMPANY WL.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
35576126 or TANVEERYOUNAS33@GMAIL.
COM

RASHD AHMED MUHAMMAD SHARIF
INTERIOR DECORATION CO WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36608687 or
RASHIDGONDAL850@YAHOO.COM

NEW RAKEEN UPHOLSTERY W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33485612 or
RESHMARAWOOF786@GMAIL.COM
ANMAR GALLERY TRADING WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably ~qualified applicants can  contact
33098330 or ANMARGALLERY@GMAIL.COM
AL MAWA GARDEN AND DECORATION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
38201602 or MEBELALMD5@GMAIL.COM
CHOPPERS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33560453 or MB69256@
GMAIL.COM

REAL ROSE MARKETING AND PROMOTION
WL.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33990391 or DAILYTASKI99@GMAIL.COM
LAYALI ALJABRIYA CAFETERIA. has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17342291 or
alhadibh66@gmail.com

Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.LL has

a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy for
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36881555 or adeel.
hameed@al-aali.com

AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17737000 or
h.s.m1111@gmail.com

CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of PAPERHANGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17464443 or
HR2@CREATIVESTYLE.COMBH

KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has a
vacancy for the occupation of SEAMAN, sitably
qualified applicants can contact 17466776 or
ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH

Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39252020 or SHAREF.
WORKS@GMAIL.COM

Bu rahma contracting has a vacancy for
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17413882 or AMAN.
WORK88@GMAIL.COM

MODERN VILLAGE GATE ALUMINUM has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39889586 or
alaryafurniture@gmail.com

ALl HASAN  MOHAMED  BUILDING
COMPLETION has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 37090204 or ALIHASANBH34@GMAIL.COM
Z G K INTERIOR DECORATION BAHRAINI
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33331290 or
MMITSERVICES.BH@GMAIL.COM

Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

SHAZ MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY CO
WL.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 35049202 or aniga.
haider@gmail.com

DESI ADDA CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33585971 or
ADDACAFEBH@GMAIL.COM

THE NOURISHERS CO W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39997989 or
HAMAD.A.SAAD@GMAIL.COM
FALMCOW.L.L has avacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36610072 or MALIKANWARUDDIN@
GMAIL.COM

SUN SNOW SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33117500 or
SALMAN8675@GMAIL.COM

LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

WHITE WINGS REAL ESTATE & TOURISM
SERVICES W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants  can  contact 33456321 or
AIMENSALEHA@YAHOO.COM

PESHAWAR ~ DARBAR  RESTAURANT
WL.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33600506 or ADNANKHN6290@
GMAIL.COM

AL-TUR MOUNTAINS W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36997843 or
OSAMA_1987AHMED@HOTMAIL.COM
ROCKSTAR SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 66339929 or
zobiajutt306@gmail.com

GENTEL FUTUREWAY W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33695800 or
POLARSKYCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

KAMS ABAYAT WL.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37262161 or

MDROBELGAGI@FMAIL.COM

FOUR FLOWERS TRADING has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 34410029 or
ALLWYL838@GMAIL.COM

BAB AL BAHRAIN LIVE COOK RESTAURANT
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified
applicants  can  contact 66662171  or
BABALBAHRAINRESTAURANT@GMAIL.COM
MAJA ELECTRONIC REPAIRING W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38047309 or
YAKOOBKAVIL@GMAIL.COM

GHULAM MUSTAFA CONSTRUCTION OF
FLOATING STRUCTURES ~WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35190462 or
DAILYTASK999@GMAIL.COM

WASEELA DELIVERY SERVICES CO. W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably ~qualified applicants can  contact
33402268 or WASEELA.GCC@GMAIL.COM
AVERMARK CO WLL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33978913 or
GIANCHAND243@GMAIL.COM
ALIABDULMAJEED ALI CONTRACTING hasa
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35137132 or
ALIABDULMAJEEDBHB@GMAIL.COM
BUILDCOM COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37121512 or
KASMANI2007 @GMAIL.COM

LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.LLL has
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably ~qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@WCSCWLL.COM

AHMED ABBAS KADHIM has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17736041 or HWAHA@
BATELCO.COM.BH

GOLDEN PALACE FOR CONTRACTING has
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
36776376 or JANAHI31@HOTMAIL.COM
SABAR AYQOB ZADAH REASTURANT AND
GRILLS has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33112527 or HUSSAINZADAHT@
GMAIL.COM

LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
BRAKTAIN GENERAL CLEANING has a
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably ~qualified applicants can  contact
39933414 or ZAINALDEAN414@GMAIL.COM
Vega International Service WII has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36666996 or
M.KALMUSALAM@GMAIL.COM

SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM
SCAFFOLDS-  SIMPLE ~ COMMANDITE
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of EMPLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL ~ SAFETY),
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers
w. I | has a vacancy for the occupation of
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
ARAB SHIPBUILDING & REPAIR YARD
CO. )ASRY has a vacancy for the occupation
of MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably qualified
applicants  can  contact 37787773  or
duaijmalkhalifa@ASRY.NET

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE BH
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of ACCOUNTING CLERK,
suitably ~qualified applicants can  contact
35414424 or M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
Charcoal Gourmet Burger Snack W L L
has a vacancy for the occupation of FOOD
SERVICE  WORKER, suitably ~ qualified

‘ ‘ Call us on +973 36458394

email : advt@newsofbahrain.com

applicants  can  contact 17001720  or
GOURMETBURGERBAH@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 66332100 or
ABDULLA@KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
CUCINA ITALIAN RESTAURANT B.S.C has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17292973 or
hussain.almajed@gulthotelsgroup.com

HANGU INTERIOR DECOR has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39605308 or
SAYEDKHALIDGILLANI@GMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. . |
has a vacancy for the occupation of SERVICES
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
2022 CONTRACTING has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39400896 or
MMAMEEN600@HOTMAIL.COM

ABBAS MAHDI ABDULLA ALBASRI has a
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC,
suitably  qualified applicants can  contact
17736827 or TERESAAMAABCC@GMAIL.
COoM

SHIFA AL JAZEERA HOSPITAL W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of MEDICAL
SERVICES AIDE, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17288000 or SHIFA.BAH@GMAIL.
CoM

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

BAHRAIN GAS W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17531111 or HRBG.
BAH@GMAIL.COM

IM HUNGRY has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34476767 or JANA.202@HOTMAIL.
COM

Shaikha for sweets and mathai has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39602040 or
FADHEELASAYED@OUTLOOK.COM

SUQ ARASTA GENERAL TRADE has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36330225 or
BOURSHAID2@HOTMAIL.COM

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

FIVE STARS GRILLS has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33884496 or
ALLAMAHI73@GMAIL.COM

Al Ameen Transport has a vacancy for
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17722778 or
ALAMEEN1@BATELCO.COM.BH
EUROMOTORS CO. s p ¢ has a vacancy for the
occupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17750750 or
mirza@alzayani-investments.com

DALO CUE BULIARD AND SNOOKER has
a vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36654433 or
PARESHPSAGAR@YAHOO.COM

PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers
w. |. | has a vacancy for the occupation of
PURCHASING EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17717730 or rsuresh@
alazzamgroup.com

AL SDDAIS GENTS TAILORING has a
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39466332 or
KHADIJAEBR185@GMAIL.COM

Babulal Kanji & Sons Jewelery WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17769596 or
KAUSHAL_RATHOD@HOTMAIL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

ALMOAYYED  SCAFFOLDING  COMPANY

WL.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17404949 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com

ARIMA" INSURANCE SOFTWARE WLL has
a vacancy for the occupation of SENIOR
COMPUTER SOFTWARE SPECIALIST, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17544111 or
ARIMA@ARIMA.COM.BH

Access & Coating Gulf Co. W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of SCAFFOLDER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17212471 or MCSC@WCSCWLL.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE),
suitably ~qualified applicants can  contact
17773006 or AURELIEN.CHAUSSY@VINCI-
ENERGIES.COM

SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM
SCAFFOLDS-  SIMPLE ~ COMMANDITE
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation of
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.
COM.BH

Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers
w. I | has a vacancy for the occupation of
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or
hrd@dreamgroup.bh

DAR ABU HUSSAIN BREAKFAST has
a vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39997757 or M.KHABBAZ92@GMAIL.
COM

ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or
proffice@almoayyedcg.com

SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17732252 or gm@
sitrafactory.com

SHUTDOWN ~ MAINTENANCE ~ SERVICES
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17742961 or SMSWLL@BATELCO.
COM.BH

ALDALEEM MARINE SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17262256 or
aldaleem@hotmail.com

CHOCOLATE AND CO COMPANY W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CONFECTIONER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17491350 or choc.and.co@gmail.com

Clean and green services has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17792434 or
cleangreenbh@gmail.com

CHATELET CONTRACTING has a vacancy for
the occupation of STRUCTURAL ENGINEER,
suitably ~qualified applicants can  contact
33330081 or CHATELETDECOR@GMAIL.COM
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI CORPORATION
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of PIPE-
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can contact
17312220 or AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABED BAKERY has avacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, stitably qualified applicants can
contact 39696778 or SYEDMATOOQ@GMAIL.COM
THREE BROTHERS GENERAL TRADE W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
66655327 or ARSHITEX@YAHOO.COM
Columbus Cafe has a vacancy for the occupation
of RESTAURANT MANAGER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17507979 or yunes.
mohamed@azadea.com

ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING WLL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17404949 or
proffice@almoayyedcg.com

Fahed auto services garage has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 38922332 or FAAZ76@
HOTMAIL.COM

AL AREEN PALACE AND SPA WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SUPERVISOR,  suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17845000 or ADNAN.ASLAM@
LPODWATERPARK.COM

LORDS FOOD STUFF has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39224640 or fastdoc99@
gmail.com

INTERNATIONAL ~ CLOSETS ~ FURNITURE
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
39775799 or ALI@THE-CLOSETS.COM
FAROOQE UPHOSTERY has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39166656 or
UMERFAROOQO3@GMAIL.COM

KADI' INTERNATIONAL TRADING CO WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17784640 or NSAQ81@GMAIL.COM
KENZ FURNISHING W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39330700 or sameer@
kenzfurnishing.com

A 2 Z Advertising & Publicity W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17841234 or
SULFIKKAR2003@GMAIL.COM
TAFCOBUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has
avacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
33502933 or naveel.shahzadbh@gmail.com
AZAD LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants  can  contact 39137129  or
AZADELETRICAL@HOTMAIL.COM

KARTEC SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17823236 or
KHALIDAR@KAR-GROUP.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17404949 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

Diyaar Baghdad contracting has a vacancy
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38857715 or
PRASAD@DIYAARGLOBALBH.COM

AL GOUTH CLERANCE has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39077300 or
HADI.SHEHABI@GMAIL.COM

RADIANCE TOWER CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably ~qualified ~applicants can  contact
39667687 or FREE.ALHAMMAD@GMAIL.COM
ALMAHABA CAFETERIA has a vacancy for the
occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33799005 or
AXADOCLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM

ABNA AL MUHARRAQ METAL SCRAP has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33206015 or
Usmanhameed1732@gmail.com

GULF FIRE TECH W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39910231 or INFO@
FAMESAFETY.COM

DAR ABU HUSSAIN BREAKFAST has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39997757 or
M.KHABBAZ92@GMAIL.COM

SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17732252 or
gm@sitrafactory.com

ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or
proffice@almoayyedcg.com

TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION WL.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
33502933 or naveel.shahzadbh@gmail.com
Reef Facilities Management Co. WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17564808 or
shawaj.reef@hotmail.com

Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.QASSIM@
HERTEL.COM

MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36509129 or
info@magicshinebh.com

SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17273133 or SIAM7373@
BATELCO.COMBH

BRIGHT CASTLES CONTRACTING WL.L.
has a vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17001335 or BRIGHT-CASTLES@
HOTMAIL.COM

Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36167111 or
bme.bahrain111@gmail.com

AMMARI CONTRACTING ~ COMPANY
WL.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38191112 or ABDULLA@AMMARI.BH
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GREEN WAVE SERVICES BAHRAINI
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33310257 or
AFRIDI302@GMAIL.COM

ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacancy for
the occupation of FABRICATOR(FIBERGLASS
PRODUCTS), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17874756 or alafoo@batelco.com.bh
TECHNICAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17730036 or TCCBN@BATELCO.
COM.BH

FOUR PAWS  VETERINARY  CLINIC
PARTNERSHIP Co. has a vacancy for the
occupation of VETERINARIAN (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17764757 or 4APAWSVETBH@GMAIL.COM

Okay Petrol Stations (Delaa) W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66737850 or M.ALMUFAZER@GMAIL.COM
ARAB Union Contracting Co WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17533125 or GOLDENGROUPBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM

Dalia gardens contracting has a vacancy
for the occupation of GARDENER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33557700 or
SAYED.FAKHER.30@GMAIL.COM

THE LAUNDRY HOUSE W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY),
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
17000073

Al enma house for security services W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36633319 or admin@enmabh.com

BAJWA BUSINESS SERVICES CO WL.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37181192 or FZ.BAJWA786@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMAD ANSARI FOR TAILORING
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALES MANAGER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33442216 or
AMIRANSARI280@GMAIL.COM

MINHAS CONSULTANCY CO. W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34541886 or Salman.minhas05@gmail.com
Alalwan clothes manufacture W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can  contact
35055248 or kkllsss.93@GMAIL.CIM
ALHARAM TOWER SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37050560 or
2232MUNAWAR@GMAIL.COM
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Giant Car Services has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33822989 or
FKCD2018@GMAIL.COM

HAIR BOX GENTS SALOON has a vacancy
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33320249 or
HMDANHO07@GMAIL.COM

ZAWEYAT QAWS AL MATAR SHAWARMA
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY  has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33058476 or NAVASNK2238@GMAIL.COM
AYUSH KERALA TRADITIONAL AYURVEDIC
MASSAGE CENTER - BAHRAINI PAR has a
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39218583 or AHARIES@MAIL.COM
WINNERS PACK TRADING CO WLL has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
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39475757 or BU-KHALID-@HOTMAIL.COM
ABN AL NAFIS PALACE TAILORING -
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY  has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66664123 or DEEPUMILAN4123@GMAIL.
COM

Blue Cross for Pet Grooming and Pet
food Sale activities W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of GROOM, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38271503 or
DRNIMISHAKN@GMAIL.COM

HIBBA KHUSHI SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35100685 or
RASHAIDKHADAM@YAHOO.COM

AMOR SUI BEAUTY LOUNGE W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66615177 or AMORSUIBH@GMAIL.COM
Reef Facilities Management Co. WLL has
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a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17564808 or shawqi.reef@hotmail.com

Al Shamil Trading and Services has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39330880 or KOWTHER@ALIAFLOWERS.
COM

Opal Welding, Blacksmith, and Fabrication
Workshop has a vacancy for the occupation
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33146336 or MOHAMEDSM5@
HOTMAIL.COM

AL - SHAMI AL - ASEEL CO. W.LL. has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36305009 or INFO@ALSHAMIALASEEL.COM
DH Stores Bahrain W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of PURCHASING SPECIALIST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17133017 or dmartjobbsbh@talabat.com

Rockets hold off Bucks despite
Antetokounmpo’s big night

Boston’s Jayson Tatum celebrates a basket

AFP | Los Angeles

Iperen Sengun scored 21

points to lead seven Hou-
ston players in double figures
and the Rockets withstood a
48-point performance from
Milwaukee star Giannis An-
tetokounmpo in a 112-108 NBA
victory over the Bucks on Sat-
urday.

Two-time NBA Most Valu-
able Player Antetokounmpo
added 17 rebounds for a sev-
enth straight double-double,
but it wasn’t enough in a game
that saw Houston take con-
trol early before fending off a
fourth-quarter Bucks charge.

Sengun added 11 rebounds
and four assists and Jeff Green
and Jalen Green added 16
points apiece for the Rock-
ets, who emerged from a tight
first quarter with an 11-point
lead that they pushed to 20 at
halftime.

The Bucks trailed by as
many as 18 early in the fourth
quarter but cut the deficit to
110-105 on Antetokounmpo’s
put-back basket with 7.9 sec-
onds remaining.

Houston’s Fred VanVleet
made a pair of free throws to
finally put it out of reach.

“We just relied on our de-
fense,” Jeff Green said. “We’ve
been in these situations plenty
of times, we’ve relied on each
other. We got the stops when
we needed them and made big
shots.”

Antetokounmpo’s 18th ca-
reer game of 45 or more points
tied Kareem Abdul-Jabbar for
the most in Bucks franchise
history.

In Indianapolis, Jayson
Tatum and Jaylen Brown com-
bined for 69 points and the
Boston Celtics again kept the
potent Indiana Pacers offense
in check in a 118-101 victory.

Tatum scored 38 points
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and Brown added 31 for the
league-leading Celtics, who
held the Pacers to a season-low
in points as they snapped Indi-
ana’s six-game winning streak.

Boston, who restricted the
Pacers to their previous season
low in points in their 155-104
win on November 1, were di-
aled in defensively, holding
the Pacers to 17 points in the
first quarter.

But the Celtics suffered an
early blow when Kristaps Por-
zingis exited in the first quar-
ter with an eye laceration and
the Pacers clawed back.

Aided by 18 Celtics turno-
vers -- 12 of them in the first
half -- the Pacers chipped away
at a16-point deficit and trailed
58-49 at halftime.

Indiana, who eliminated the
Celtics from the NBA in-season
tournament in December, cut
the deficit to 84-81 heading
into the fourth, but the Celt-
ics powered away in the final
period.

Tatum made a season-high
eight three-pointers -- half of
the Celtics’ 16. He added 13
rebounds and six assists.

“We know they can put up
160,” Tatum said. “That’s one
of the best offenses in the
league. They play with pace.
They share the ball. They
can shoot, so you've got to be
locked in when you come to
Indiana.”

De Bruyne back for Man City as holders power into FA Cup fourth round

AFP | London

evin De Bruyne made his

long-awaited return for
Manchester City as the FA Cup
holders thrashed Hudders-
field 5-0 in the third round
yesterday.

Belgium midfielder De
Bruyne had been sidelined since
tearing his hamstring during
City’s Premier League opener
against Burnley in August.

He finally got back in action
as a 57th minute substitute in
City’s emphatic victory over the
Championship strugglers at the
Etihad Stadium.

Chants of ‘Oh Kevin De
Bruyne’ echoed around the
stands when the 32-year-old
replaced Julian Alvarez.

Pep Guardiola’s side were
leading by goals from Phil Foden
and Alvarez when De Bruyne
was introduced.

De Bruyne’s arrival kept the
momentum going as City net-
ted three more times through
Ben Jackson’s own goal, another
Foden effort and a Jeremy Doku
strike on his return from injury
as a second half substitute.

Fittingly, Doku’s goal was set
up by a deft lofted pass from De
Bruyne.

City have stayed afloat with-
out De Bruyne, but his world-
class quality in midfield will be
a key factor in their bid to retain
the Premier League, Champions
League and FA Cup.

“We are incredibly delighted
to have him back because Kevin
helps to win games. It is so im-
portant to have him back after
a long injury,” Guardiola said.

“He will help us with his tal-
entbut I don’t want to put all the
pressure on Kevin’s shoulders
because it is not fair.

Manchester City’s Ruben Dias (L) passes the captain’s armband to Kevin De

Bruyne
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“Of course he has a special
ability and quality to do some-
thing that is difficult to find.
Kevin is exceptional. He is
unique.”

After winning five major tro-
phies in 2023, City have their
sights set on more silverware in
the new year and their first step
on the road back to Wembley
could not have been any easier.

City famously thrashed Hud-
dersfield 10-1in 1987 in a match
featuring three hat-tricks.

While this wasn’t quite that
brutal on Huddersfield, there
was never any doubt City would

progress despite the absence of
Rodri, due to his grandmother’s
death, and the injured Erling
Haaland.

Foden broke Huddersfield’s
resistance in the 33rd minute,
squeezing his shot in at the near
post after Alvarez’s effort was
blocked.

Alvarez nabbed City’s second
goal four minutes later, the Ar-
gentine stretching to tap in Rico
Lewis’s pass from close-range.

De Bruyne had been on for
just seconds when City scored
their third as Oscar Bobb’s shot
went in via a wicked deflection
off Jackson.

Foden struck again in the 65th
minute with a clinical low strike
from 20 yards.

Belgium winger Doku capped
the demolition in the 74th min-
ute, meeting De Bruyne’s sub-
lime pass with a first-time fin-
ish.

Premier League strugglers
Luton were held 0-0 by third
tier Bolton at Kenilworth Road.

In their first top-flight cam-
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City have stayed afloat
without De Bruyne,
but his world-class
quality in midfield
will be a key factor

in their bid to retain

the Premier League,

Champions League
and FA Cup

paign since 1992, Luton’s prima-
ry goal is survival and a draining
replay was the last thing Hatters
boss Rob Edwards needed.

Nottingham Forest were also
given a scare by League One op-
ponents as Nuno Espirito San-
to’s men recovered from two
goals down to draw 2-2 with
Blackpool.

Blackpool beat Forest in the
third round last year when the
Seasiders were in the Champi-
onship and almost repeated the
trick at the City Ground.

Jordan Lawrence-Gabriel and
Albie Morgan put Blackpool two
up by the 27th minute, but Nico-
las Dominguez got one back in
the 39th minute and Morgan
Gibbs-White equalised in the
56th minute.

West Ham were held to a 1-1
draw against second tier Bristol
City at the London Stadium.

Jarrod Bowen struck for West
Ham in the fifth minute but
Tommy Conway’s 61st minute
equaliser sent 9,000 travelling
City fans wild.

Rublev romps to Hong Kong title to boost Australian Open hopes

AFP | Hong Kong

orld number five Andrey

Rublev prepared for next
week’s Australian Open in per-
fect style as he swept past Fin-
land’s Emil Ruusuvuori 6-4, 6-4
to win the Hong Kong Open
yesterday.

The 26-year-old Rublev has
reached nine Grand Slam quar-
ter-finals without ever progress-
ing further.

But he must be rated among
the favourites for the first major
of the year at Melbourne Park
after romping to his 15th ATP
tour crown in just 77 minutes.

“The title is something spe-
cial,” said Rublev. “So I couldn’t
have had a better week.

“Now with areally happy feel-

Russia’s Andrey Rublev holds the
trophy after winning the final

ing I go to Melbourne. T will
enjoy one week of practice there
and then we will start the Aus-
tralian Open.”

The last time Rublev lost to a
player outside the top 50 was to
the 69th-ranked Ruusuvuori, in

a 3-hour, 16-minute marathon,
at the Cincinnati Masters last
August.

But that never looked like it
might be repeated at Victoria
Park.

Both players quickly settled
into the final, with some furi-
ous hitting off both wings from
Ruusuvuori at the baseline be-
ing met with more powerful
counter-punching from Rublev.

At 3-3, Rublev upped the ante
further and, on his fourth break
point, nudged ahead with a
rasping backhand winner.

Ruusuvuori saved a set point
at 4-5 and then created his first
and only break point in the
match, but it proved in vain as
Rublev took the opener in 44
minutes.

Q

ANDREY RUBLEV

The Russian dominated
the second set more than the
scoreline suggests, barely giv-
ing up a point on his own serve
while constantly pressuring his
24-year-old opponent.



MONDAY, JANUARY 8, 2024

SDOITS

Dar Kulaib, Nabih Saleh
triumph in volleyball league

Dar Kulaib, Nabih Saleh triumph in volleyball league

TDT | Manama

ar Kulaib and Nabih Saleh

both got off to winning
starts last night in the second
round of the Top Six stage in
the 2023/2024 Isa bin Rashid
Bahrain Volleyball League.

Defending champions Dar
Kulaib needed to dig deep to
overcome an inspired Al Naj-
ma challenge 3-2 (25-18, 25-22,
22-25,18-25,15-9); while Nabih
Saleh ousted Al Nasser 3-1 (25-
19, 25-16, 12-25, 25-23).

Both tightly contested affairs
were held at Isa bin Rashid
Arena at the Bahrain Volleyball
Association headquarters at
Tsa Sports City in Riffa.

Dar Kulaib and Nabih Saleh
strengthened their bids to
secure a place in the Golden
Square semi-finals with last
night’s results.

In Dar Kulaib’s win, they got
off to a strong start and then
were able to stave off the Naj-
ma surge to narrowly take the
five-set thriller.

Dar Kulaib were spearhead-
ed by Mohammed Yaqoob,
Hassan Alaiwi, Ali Habib, Ali
Mohammed, Hassan Al Warqa,
Abdulla Mohammed, Brazilian
import Caio Oliveira, and vet-
eran Mahmoud Abdulwahed,
who was playing despite nurs-
ing an injured left hand.

Paced

Najma were paced by Fadhel
Abbas, Hassan Dhahi, Hussain
Mahdi, Mahmood Hassan and
Swedish professional Jacob
Link, but they could not out-
play their rivals in the end.

Dar Kulaib’s win helped
them claim their fifth victory
of the Top Six. They are vir-
tually assured of a spot in the
last four. Najma, on the other
hand, stayed on a single victory
from six tries, and will need to
fight back in their remaining
fixtures in order to compete
for a spot in the Golden Square
semis.

In Nabih Saleh’s win, leading
the way for the victors were
Sayed Hashem Isa, Moham-
med Jassim, Hussain Ashoor,
Hassan Jaffar and Nigerian
professional Oyewale Oyede-
po, among others.

Nasser tried to rally behind
their top stars Ebrahim Mo-
hammed, Yousif Ali, and Mo-
hammed Omar, but could not
build from their momentum in
the third set.

Nabih Saleh claimed an
all-import third win from six
games and stayed in the final
spot for a place in the Gold-
en Square. Nasser, like Najma,
suffered their fifth loss to go
with just one win.

Top Six action continues to-
night with Al Ahli squaring off
with Muharraq at 6.30pm at
the same venue.

Nadal out of Australian
Open with muscle tear

Rafael Nadal withdraws due to muscle tear after recent comeback; future in doubt

Nadal sidelined
by a “micro tear on a
muscle” post Brisbane
International

AFP | Melbourne

panish superstar Rafael
SNadal yesterday pulled

out of the Australian Open
with a “micro tear on a muscle”
barely a week after making his
comeback from a year-long inju-
ry absence, but said he remained
positive.

The 37-year-old had been out
of the game since injuring his
hip at the 2023 Australian Open,
undergoing surgery before mak-
ing his return at the Brisbane
International.

He won his opening two
matches in straight sets and
looked in good touch, but need-
ed a medical timeout towards
the end of his quarter-final loss
to Australia’s Jordan Thompson
after feeling pain in his upper
left thigh.

“During my last match in
Brisbane I had a small problem
on a muscle that as you know
made me worried,” he said on
X, formerly known as Twitter.

“Once I got to Melbourne 1
have had the chance to make
an MRI and I have micro tear on
a muscle, not in the same part
where I had the injury and that’s
good news.

“Right now I am not ready to
compete at the maximum level
of five-set matches. I'm flying
back to Spain to see my doctor,
get some treatment and rest.”

His absence from the Aus-
tralian Open could mean he has
played at Melbourne Park for
the last time, having said there

Rafael Nadal reacts as he leaves the court after his loss against Jordan Thompson

RAFAEL NADAL

was a “high percentage” that
2024 would be his farewell to
the tour.

He said in Brisbane that his
health would be the deciding
factor in any decision about con-
tinuing to play after this season.

“We will miss you in Mel-
bourne, Rafa,” the Australi-
an Open said on its official X
feed. “Sending all our love and
best wishes for a speedy re-
covery. See you on the court
soon.”

Long-time rival and world
number one Novak Djokovic
also has an injury cloud hanging

over him ahead of the opening
Grand Slam of the season.

The Serbian needed treat-
ment on a troublesome right
wrist during the United Cup last
week, but said: “I think I have
enough time to get myselfin the
right shape for the Australian
Open.”

‘Sad news for me’

Injuries have been arecurring
theme of Nadal’s record-break-
ing career, a painful by-product
of his all-action, brutal-hitting
style that has led to struggles
with serious knee, wrist and
foot problems.

The 22-time Grand Slam
champion stressed in Brisbane
that he did not come into the
tournament expecting to win,
and hinted that the Australian
Open might come too soon.

“I have worked very hard dur-
ing the year for this comeback
and as I always mentioned my
goal is to be at my best level in
three months,” he said.

“Within the sad news for
me for not being able to play

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Injuries have been a
recurring theme of
Nadal’s record-break-
ing career, a painful
by-product of his
all-action, brutal-hit-
ting style that has led
to struggles with se-
rious knee, wrist and

foot problems

in front of the amazing Mel-
bourne crowds, this is not very
bad news and we all remain pos-
itive with the evolution for the
season.

“I really wanted to play here
in Australia and I have had the
chance to play a few matches
that made me very happy and
positive. Thanks all for the sup-
port and see you soon.”

During his career, Nadal dom-
inated the French Open, where
he won 14 of his majors, his first
arriving just days after his 19th
birthday in 2005, his last in 2022
making him the event’s oldest
champion.

He is a four-time champion at
the US Open, won Wimbledon
in 2008 and 2010, and is a two-
time winner at the Australian
Open -- with 13 years spanning
his first triumph at Melbourne
Park in 2009 and his second in
2022.

The injury absence saw Na-
dal’s ranking slip to 672 while
rival Novak Djokovic has passed
him in the Grand Slam title
count with 24.

Confident Rybakina, resurgent Dimitrov win in Brisbane

AFP | Brisbane

lena Rybakina will head to

the Australian Open full of

confidence after demolishing
Aryna Sabalenka in the Brisbane
International final yesterday,
while Grigor Dimitrov upset
Holger Rune to win his first title
since 2017.

Rybakina, who will now be-
come world number three, won
the first eight games in a row on
her way to a 6-0, 6-3 win in just
73 minutes over the Australian
Open champion in a repeat of
the 2023 Melbourne Park final.

It was her sixth WTA title and
comes a week before the first
Grand Slam of the year.

“For sure it gives me confi-
dence,” she said about her Aus-
tralian Open prospects.

“But this week is just the be-
ginning for all the players. I feel
like maybe not everyone is in the
best form yet.

“I’'m playing well now, so
hopefully, as I said, I continue.”

The 2022 Wimbledon winner
was in irresistible form all week,
spending only three hours and
40 minutes on court in her four
matches.

Elena Rybakina with her trophy after winning the Brishane International

The final was expected to be
a different challenge -- the two
players had met seven times
previously with all but two of
those matches going to three
tough sets, including last year’s
Australian Open final.

But Rybakina soon put those
expectations to bed with a blis-
tering start, racing through
the first set in 24 minutes,
only dropping three points on
serve.

She outshone the Belarusian
in all aspects, serving beautifully

and hitting her groundstrokes
with power and depth.

Rybakina admitted she was
surprised at her form after being
sick in the lead-up and unable to
practise before the tournament
because of rain.

“Also the first few days here it
was really tough with the jetlag
and everything,” she said.

“I’'m just pleased with the
way I started the tournament
because I was not feeling the
greatest physically after the
illness and everything.”

ELENA RYBAKINA

World number two Sabalenka
also had an impressive run to
the final, but she appeared out
of sorts and made a host of un-
forced errors.

She finally got on the board
when she surprisingly broke
Rybakina’s serve at 0-2 in the
second set, but dropped her
next serve and there was no
way back.

Sabalenka saw the humorous
side during the presentations,
laughingly blaming her own
team for the loss.

“Congratulations to my team,”
she said. “6-0, 6-3. That’s all
your fault guys.

Bahrain’s Shitaye claims top
10 finish in Dubai Marathon

TDT | Manama

ahraini elite athlete

Shitaye Eshete claimed a
top 10 finish yesterday, taking
sixth, in the women’s race of
the Dubai Marathon.

The event was a World Ath-
letics Label road race which
featured a renowned super
flat course that stretched on
Jumeirah Beach Road.

Shitaye completed the
race distance in two hours
21 minutes 55 seconds. She
was more than five minutes
behind women’s race winner
Tigist Ketema of Ethiopia,
who made a stunning debut
in Dubai to triumph in 2:16:07.

Ruti Aga was the runner-up
in 2:18:09 and Dera Dida
third in 2:19:29 to make it an
all-Ethiopian top three. Me-
lat Kejeta of Germany came
fourth in 2:21:47 while Amid
Fozya Jemal of Ethiopia was
just two seconds ahead of
Shitaye at the finish in 2:21:53.

Shitaye’s time was close to
her personal best of 2:21:33,
which she set in 2019. Yes-

Shitaye Eshete

terday’s marathon was her
first participation of 2024,
which is an Olympic year
with the Paris Olympic Games
set to take place in July and
August.

Shitaye is one of Bah-
rain’s top elite athletes who
are looking to be a part of
the Kingdom’s Olympic del-
egation. The 33-year-old
long-distance specialist is a
three-time Asian champion
and also a former Asian in-
door champion.
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Loeb fights back to hoost
BRX Dakar victory hopes

Brilliant drive sees Bahrain Raid Xtreme star rise to third in Prodrive Hunter after gripping stage battle with Peterhansel

Loeb recovers from
setbacks, posts second
fastest time on Day 2

® Loeb finishes
29 seconds behind
Peterhansel after
dramatic duel

TDT | Manama

ebastien Loeb produced a
Sbrilliant fightback in the

Dakar Rally today to keep
Bahrain Raid Xtreme firmly in
the hunt for a first win in the
event.

Partnered by Fabian Lurquin
in the BRX Prodrive Hunter,
Loeb shrugged off the previ-
ous day’s trail of mishaps which
plunged him down the field to
take his BRX Prodrive Hunter to
the second fastest time on the
463 km second stage from Al
Henakiyah to Al Duwadimi.

The nine-time World Rally
Champion fought out a dra-
matic dual over the later part
of the stage with 14-time Dakar
winner and fellow-Frenchman
Stéphane Peterhansel, who ul-

Sebastien Loeb and Fabian Lurquin in action in their Bahrain Raid Xtreme Prodrive Hunter

timately edged him out by just
29 seconds in an Audi.

The result saw Loeb rise to
third place in the overall stand-
ings, finishing the day just 4

mins 17 secs behind the Audi
of new outright leader Carlos
Sainz, a gain for BRX of 16 places
and 18 minutes on the day. Saudi
Arabia’s Yazeed Al Rajhi is third

in his Toyota.

It was a perfect response by
Loeb following a frustrating
time on the opening desert stage
when he was halted by an early

Sebastien Loeb

SEBASTIEN LOEB

puncture, suffered a bent steer-
ing arm, and was forced to drive
in third gear for the majority of
the time.

Having recorded a record six
successive stage wins in last
year’s Dakar Rally, Loeb will be
eager to secure his first success
of this year’s event in tomor-
row’s 438km special from Al
Duwadimi to Al Salamiya.

Loeb said at the finish: “It was
a good stage for us. It was a very
long one. I tried to push quite
hard for all the stage. We had
two hesitations in the navigation
but finally we quickly got back
on track. It was not easy but it
was a nice stage to drive, so we
had a good day.”

After finishing second in the
Dakar for the last two years,
Loeb will be aiming for another
big performance tomorrow as he
pursues a first win in the rally for
himself, as well as BRX.

The driver who has denied
him victory in the last two edi-
tions, Qatar’s Nasser Al Attiyah,
was another big climber on the
day, setting the fourth best time
to rise from 22nd overnight to
seventh.

Peterhansel’s stage win to-
day, which saw him rise from
26th to ninth place overall, was
the 50th of his career, making
him the joint record stage win-
ner alongside flying Finn Ari
Vatanen.

Zverev-led Germany beat Swiatek’s

Pizzi calls up Hussain for Dubai training camp

Bahrainis went
straight back to training
yesterday morning
following 0-2 loss to
Australia in international
friendly on Saturday

TDT | Manama

ahrain head coach Juan An-

tonio Pizzi yesterday called
up Al Shabab Club defender
Salem Hussain to join the King-
dom’s senior men’s national
football team at their ongoing
training camp in Dubai.

Hussain joins a 26-mem-
ber squad already in the UAE
preparing for next week’s AFC
Asian Cup.

It is still unclear if Hussain
is a part of the team list for the
tournament.

The Bahrainis played an
international friendly match
Saturday night against power-
houses Australia and lost 0-2.
They went directly back to work
with a morning training session
yesterday supervised by Pizzi.

Bahrain are scheduled to play
an informal training match on
Wednesday against African side
Angola. They then fly to Doha
the following day for their final
lead-up to the AFC Asian Cup,
which kicks off Friday.

Bahrain players during training yesterday

The Bahrainis are in Group
E for the competition’s prelim-
inary round along with South
Korea, Malaysia and Jordan.
The nationals kick off their
campaign against the South Ko-
reans on 15 January at 2.30pm,
and then take on their Malay-
sian counterparts on 20 January
at 5.30pm. They complete the
preliminaries against Jordan on
25 January at 2.30pm. All times
are Bahrain.

Bahrain need to finish
amongst the top two in their
group to automatically advance
to the knockout stage, or be one
of four of the best-ranked third-

Salem Hussain

Group A features hosts Qatar,
China, Tajikistan and Lebanon.

Uzbekistan, Syria and India.
Group C is composed of Iran,
the UAE, Hong Kong and Pales-
tine. Group D comprises Japan,
Indonesia, Iraq and Vietnam.
And Group F features Saudi
Arabia, Thailand, Kyrgyzstan
and Oman.

Bahrain will be making their
seventh appearance in the AFC
Asian Cup, having qualified for
the competition’s sixth straight
edition. Their first appear-
ance came in 1988, and then
also played in 2004, 2007, 2011,
2015 and 2019. Their best finish
to date was fourth overall in
the 2004 tournament held in

placed teams from the six pools. Group B includes Australia, China.

Poland to win United Cup

AFP | Sydney

lexander Zverev saved two

match points in a gruel-
ling three-set win over Hubert
Hurkacz to help Germany up-
set top seeds Poland and clinch
a maiden United Cup title in
Sydney yesterday.

The world number seven
kept the tie alive with his nev-
er-say-die 6-7 (3/7), 7-6 (8/6),
6-4 victory after top-ranked
Iga Swiatek had swept past
Angelique Kerber 6-3, 6-0.

Zverev returned to partner
Laura Siegemund and seal the
title with a 6-4, 5-7, 10-4 win
over Swiatek and Hurkacz in
the deciding mixed doubles.

“It was a matter of millime-
tres today for you guys (Po-
land) to be the champions,”
Zverev said at the presentation
ceremony.

“To my team, it’s been amaz-
ing and so much fun. I couldn’t
be happier.”

Hurkacz and Zverev had not
met since the 2021 ATP Finals,
where the German was even-
tually crowned champion.

Both 26 years old and big
servers, there were only small
margins between them in the
singles clash, with Hurkacz
rising to the challenge in the
first set tiebreak.

It went the distance again in

Alexander Zverev

the second set after the Pole
saved two set points from
Zverev at 5-6.

But this time, he lost his
nerve in the tiebreak and blew
two championship points as
Zverev took it to a deciding
set despite showing signs of
fatigue.

With errors creeping in to
Hurkacz’s game, Zverev broke
for a 4-3 lead in the third and,
overcoming a bout of cramps,
found a way to win.

“I was exhausted,” said
Zverev, with Germany’s
semi-final not finishing until
2.18am yesterday.

“In the middle of the second
set I was already exhausted
and in the third set I was hang-
ing on a lot of the time and
somehow got the break,” he
added.

“Obviously mentally and
physically, it was extremely
difficult because playing three
days in arow singles and mixed
is tough.”
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