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Amid war crisis, Putin turns
70 with a prayer for his health

Reuters | London
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resident Vladimir Putin turned Ty ;_.
70 yesterday amid fawning e «iﬁ
congratulations from subordi- B
nates and a plea from Orthodox

Patriarch Kirill for all to pray for ] =
the health of the longest-serving
paramount leader of Russia since
Josef Stalin.

Putin, who rose to the Kremlin’s
top job on the last day of 1999, is
facing the biggest challenge of his
rule after the invasion of Ukraine
triggered the gravest confronta- ;
tion with the West since the 1962 Y i
Cuban Missile Crisis. His army :
there is reeling from a series of
defeats in the past month. =

On his birthday, Putin is due to A view shows an apartment block with a mural depicting Russian President Viadimir
attend an informal summit of the Putin in the town of Kashira in the Moscow region

ssile Crisis

fence minister who had allowed
such a state of affairs, they could,
as officers, have shot them-
selves,” said Kirill Stremousov,
deputy head of the Russian-in-
stalled administration in Kher-
son. “But you know the word
‘officer’ is an incomprehensible
word for many.”

There was no immediate com-
ment from Russia’s defence min-

T Instead of recovery, re-

Al cession looms. People
are experiencing a cost-
of-living crisis, which is
hitting women & young
people the hardest. We
need responses that are
people-oriented and
multilateral in approach,
cooperative in nature,

In the northeastern
charkiv region where

Ukrainian forces re-
lined a large swath of
rritory in September,
1e bodies of 534 civil-
ans including 19 chil-
ren were found after
ussian troops left

istry.

“Please explain to me what
the general staff’s genius idea is
now?” Vladimir Solovyov, one of
the most prominent Russian talk
show hosts, said on his channel.
“Do you think time is on our
side?”

Commonwealth of Independent
States in St Petersburg, the former
imperial capital founded by Peter
the Great that is his hometown.
Obsequious officials hailed
Putin as the saviour of modern
Russia while the patriarch of Mos-
cow and All Russia implored the

KNOW WHAT

and global in scope.
@antonioguterres

In the northeastern Kharkiv
region where Ukrainian forces
regained a large swath of terri-
tory in September, the bodies of
534 civilians including 19 chil-
dren were found after Russian
troops left, said police official
Serhiy Bolvinov.

The total included 447 bod-
ies found in Izium. He also said
that investigators had found ev-
idence of 22 “torture rooms”.
Russia denies torturing civilians
in areas it occupied.

On Thursday, a suspected
Russian missile demolished
an apartment block in Zapor-
izhzhia. Ukraine still controls
the city, capital of a province that
Russia claims to have annexed.

Ukrainian rescuers had re-
trieved 11 bodies and rescued 21
people from the rubble of build-
ings destroyed in missile attacks
there, the State Emergency Ser-
vice said in a statement.

country to say two days of special
prayers so that God grants Putin
“health and longevity”.

“We pray to you, our Lord God,
for the head of the Russian State,
Vladimir Vladimirovich, and ask
you to give him your rich mercy
and generosity, grant him health
and longevity, and deliver him
from all the resistances of visi-
ble and invisible enemies, con-
firm him in wisdom and spiritual
strength, for all, Lord hear and
have mercy,” Kirill said.

Putin, who vowed to end the
chaos which gripped Russia after
the 1991 fall of the Soviet Union,
is facing the most serious military
crisis any Kremlin chief has faced
for at least a generation since the
Soviet-Afghan war of 1979-89.

Opponents such as jailed oppo-
sition leader Alexei Navalny say
that Putin has led Russia down a
dead end towards ruin, building
a brittle system of incompetent

Putin has dominated
Russia for nearly 23
years since being hand-
picked by President
Boris Yeltsin as his pre-
ferred successor in a
surprise announcement
on New Year’s Eve 1999

1ents in Kherson in October. CHECHEN LEADER RAMZAN KADYROV

There are successes in the
-as well. The day will surely
1e when we will report on
cesses in the Zaporizhzhia
on (in the south) as well, in
se areas that the occupiers
control,” the president said.
utin has responded to the
es by ordering the call-up
undreds of thousands of re-
7ists, a move that sent thou-
ds of men fleeing the country
scape the draft.

ublic criticism of the au-
rities - once all but unheard
has become common, with
mlin supporters openly
<ing scapegoats and demand-
punishment. Anger has been
ed at Defence Minister Ser-
Shoigu, a Putin loyalist for
ades.

Vlany say, if they were a de-

“Putin has changed the global
position of Russia and forced the
world to reckon with the position
of our great state.”

But the war in Ukraine has
forced Putin to burn through vast
amounts of political, diplomatic
and military capital.

More than seven months into
the invasion, Russia has suffered
huge losses in men and equipment
and been beaten back on several
fronts within the past month as
Putin’s army has lurched from one
humiliation to the next.

Putin has resorted to proclaim-
ing the annexation of territories
only partly under Russian control
- and whose borders the Kremlin
has said are yet to be defined - and
threatening to defend them with
nuclear weapons.

herson — way to the

Ukrainian Crimea
and historical frontier of
battles. Quite special re-
gion for Ukraine, where
Ukraine democracy start-
ed its own way out: Cos-
sack’s sich, the first Con-
stution of Pylyp Orlyk in
1710. Now, as centuries
ago, Kherson stands for
freedom, @United24me-
dia.

sycophants that will ultimately
collapse and bequeath chaos.

Supporters say Putin saved Rus-
sia from destruction by an arro-
gant and aggressive West.

“Today, our national leader,
one of the most influential and
outstanding personalities of
our time, the number one pa-
triot in the world, President of
the Russian Federation Vladimir
Vladimirovich Putin, turns
70 years old!” Chechen leader
Ramzan Kadyrov said.

@Zelenskyyua
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e’re working
with our partners
around the world to im-
prove our energy securi-

ourn dozens, mainly kids, killed i day care attack
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Rescue workers carry coffins containing the body of victims at Song Serm Tham
Foundation after transfer from Udon Thani hospital in Udon Thani province

Norway in 2011, while
the death toll in other

Relatives mourn during a ceremony for those killed in the attack on the Young

. ] i . functioning of the Single
Children’s Development Center in Uthai Sawan, north eastern Thailand
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