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We ’ r e  w o r k i n g 
with our partners 

around the world to im-
prove our energy securi-
ty and stand up to Putin’s 
appalling war in Ukraine.

@trussliz

We had a thorough 
first discussion on 

how to limit gas prices, 
guarantee the the good 
functioning of the Single 
Market and boost invest-
ments via #REPowerEU

@vonderleyen

Kherson — way to the 
Ukrainian Crimea 

and historical frontier of 
battles. Quite special re-
gion for Ukraine, where 
Ukraine democracy start-
ed its own way out: Cos-
sack’s sich, the first Con-
stution of Pylyp Orlyk in 
1710. Now, as centuries 
ago, Kherson stands for 
freedom, @United24me-
dia .

@ZelenskyyUa

Instead of recovery, re-
cession looms. People 

are experiencing a cost-
of-living crisis, which is 
hitting women & young 
people the hardest. We 
need responses that are 
people-oriented and 
multilateral in approach, 
cooperative in nature, 
and global in scope.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Putin’s nuclear threat brings risk 
of ‘Armageddon,’ Biden says

US President says nuclear risk highest since 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis

• Russia’s Eastern 
Commander sacked 
as defeats mount

Reuters | Kyiv

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s threat to use nu-
clear weapons in Ukraine 

has brought the world closer 
to “Armageddon” than at any 
time since the Cold-War Cuban 
Missile Crisis, US President Joe 
Biden said.

As Putin’s seven-month inva-
sion unravels, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy said 
Kyiv’s forces were swiftly re-
capturing more territory, includ-
ing more than 500 sq km in the 
south where they burst through 
a second major front this week.

Russia’s failings on the battle-
field have brought unusual pub-
lic recrimination from Kremlin 
allies, with one Russian-installed 
leader in occupied Ukrainian 
territory going so far as to sug-
gest Putin’s defence minister 
should have shot himself.

Biden said the prospect of de-
feat could make Putin, who was 
70 yesterday, desperate enough 
to use nuclear weapons, the big-
gest risk since US President John 
Kennedy and Soviet leader Niki-
ta Khrushchev faced off over 
missiles in Cuba in 1962.

“We have not faced the pros-
pect of Armageddon since 
Kennedy and the Cuban mis-
sile crisis,” Biden said in New 

York. “For the first time since 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, we 
have a direct threat to the use of 
nuclear weapons, if in fact things 
continue down the path they’d 
been going.”

Putin was “not joking when 
he talks about potential use of 
tactical nuclear weapons or bio-
logical or chemical weapons, be-
cause his military is, you might 
say, is significantly underper-
forming,” Biden said.

Concern so far has been over 
the prospect of Russia deploying 
a so-called “tactical” nuclear 
weapon - a short-range device 
for use on the battlefield - rather 
than the “strategic” weapons on 
long-range missiles that Wash-
ington and Moscow have stock-
piled since the Cold War.

But Biden suggested it made 
little difference: “I don’t think 
there’s any such thing as the 

ability to easily (use) a tactical 
nuclear weapon and not end up 
with Armageddon.”

Putin has warned he would 
use all means necessary, includ-
ing Russia’s nuclear arsenal, to 
protect Russian soil, which he 
now says includes four Ukraini-
an regions he declared annexed 
last week.

In remarks to Australia’s Lowy 
Institute, Zelenskiy said NATO 
should launch preventive strikes 
on Russia to preclude its use of 
nuclear weapons.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov denounced those com-
ments as “an appeal to start yet 
another world war with un-
predictable, monstrous conse-
quences”. Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergei Lavrov said Zelens-
kiy’s remarks demonstrated why 
Russia was right to launch its 
operation.

‘What have you done?’

Putin signed a bill this week 
annexing Ukraine’s Donestk, 
Luhansk, Kherson and Zapor-
izhzhia regions, representing 
about 15% of the country, al-
though none is fully under Rus-
sian control.

Ukrainian forces have ad-
vanced swiftly since bursting 
through the Russian front in the 
northeast at the start of Septem-
ber, and in the south this week.

Since Putin proclaimed the 
annexation a week ago, Ukraine 
has recaptured the main Russian 
bastion in northern Donetsk, 
and a swath of territory on the 
west bank of the Dnipro River 
in Kherson.

Zelenskiy said in a video ad-
dress on Thursday that Kyiv’s 
forces had recaptured more 
than 500 square kilometres (195 
square miles) and dozens of set-

tlements in Kherson in October.
“There are successes in the 

east as well. The day will surely 
come when we will report on 
successes in the Zaporizhzhia 
region (in the south) as well, in 
those areas that the occupiers 
still control,” the president said.

Putin has responded to the 
losses by ordering the call-up 
of hundreds of thousands of re-
servists, a move that sent thou-
sands of men fleeing the country 
to escape the draft.

Public criticism of the au-
thorities - once all but unheard 
of - has become common, with 
Kremlin supporters openly 
seeking scapegoats and demand-
ing punishment. Anger has been 
aimed at Defence Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu, a Putin loyalist for 
decades.

“Many say, if they were a de-

fence minister who had allowed 
such a state of affairs, they could, 
as officers, have shot them-
selves,” said Kirill Stremousov, 
deputy head of the Russian-in-
stalled administration in Kher-
son. “But you know the word 
‘officer’ is an incomprehensible 
word for many.”

There was no immediate com-
ment from Russia’s defence min-
istry.

“Please explain to me what 
the general staff ’s genius idea is 
now?” Vladimir Solovyov, one of 
the most prominent Russian talk 
show hosts, said on his channel. 
“Do you think time is on our 
side?”

In the northeastern Kharkiv 
region where Ukrainian forces 
regained a large swath of terri-
tory in September, the bodies of 
534 civilians including 19 chil-
dren were found after Russian 
troops left, said police official 
Serhiy Bolvinov.

The total included 447 bod-
ies found in Izium. He also said 
that investigators had found ev-
idence of 22 “torture rooms”. 
Russia denies torturing civilians 
in areas it occupied.

On Thursday, a suspected 
Russian missile demolished 
an apartment block in Zapor-
izhzhia. Ukraine still controls 
the city, capital of a province that 
Russia claims to have annexed.

Ukrainian rescuers had re-
trieved 11 bodies and rescued 21 
people from the rubble of build-
ings destroyed in missile attacks 
there, the State Emergency Ser-
vice said in a statement.
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

817,403 +139 9,364 +2 804,375 3,664

UAE 1,030,146 +343 2,346 1,009,263 18,537

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 655,316 641

Oman 398,424 4,260 384,669 9,495

Qatar 456,371 +657 682 450,761 4,928

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,474,755 1,087,350

2 India 44,606,460 528,754

3 France 35,705,236 155,369

4 Brazil 34,750,108 686,759

5 Germany 33,826,367 150,406

6 S. Korea 24,933,756 28,614

7 UK 23,735,273 190,888

8 Italy 22,737,577 177,418

9 Japan 21,489,738 45,321

10 Russia 21,163,942 387,991

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139

12 Spain 13,431,098 114,262

13 Vietnam 11,485,361 43,152

14 Australia 10,274,479 15,358
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News in brief 
 u One person was 
killed and four were 
injured when a vehicle 

exploded in the northern Iraqi city of Erbil 
yesterday, the Kurdistan region’s counter-
terrorism service said. An explosive device attached 
to the bottom of the car detonated at around 1 pm 
(1000 GMT), killing the driver and injuring two women 
and two children who were in the car, it said in a 
statement. The counter-terrorism service has opened 

an investigation into the incident, the statement added.

 u A Russian 
cosmonaut who 
caught a US lift to the 
International Space Station arrived 
at her new home Thursday for a 
five-month stay, accompanied by a 
Japanese astronaut and two from 
NASA, including the first Native 
American woman in space. The SpaceX 
capsule pulled up to the station a day 
after launching into orbit. The linkup 
occurred 260 miles (420 kilometers) above the Atlantic, just off the west coast of 
Africa. It was the first time in 20 years that a Russian hitched a ride from NASA’s 
Kennedy Space Center, the result of a new agreement reached despite friction 
over the war in Ukraine. Cosmonaut Anna Kikina joins two Russians already at 
the orbiting outpost. She’ll live and work on the Russian side until March, before 
returning to Earth in the same SpaceX capsule.

 u President 
Joe Biden 
took steps 

to overhaul US policy on marijuana by pardoning 
thousands of people with federal offenses for simple 
marijuana possession and initiating a review of 
how the drug is classified. Biden said thousands of 
people with prior federal convictions could be denied 
employment, housing or educational opportunities and 

his executive action would relieve such “collateral” consequences. Nearly 40 
US states have legalized marijuana use in some form, but it remains completely 
illegal in some states and at the federal level. Reclassification would be a first 
step toward wider legalization, a move backed by a majority of Americans, and 
usher in sweeping changes for companies and law enforcement and impact 
millions.

 u An attacker with 
a large kitchen knife 
killed two people and wounded six others in 
stabbings along the Las Vegas Strip before 
he was arrested Thursday, police said. Three 
people were hospitalized in critical condition 
and another three were in stable condition, 
according to Las Vegas police, who said they 
began receiving 911 calls about the stabbings 
around 11:40 a.m. across the street from the Wynn casino and hotel. Yoni Barrios, 
32, was booked on two counts of murder and six counts of attempted murder late 
Thursday, the Las Vegas Review-Journal reported.

One killed in Iraq’s Erbil 
after vehicle explodes

Biden overhauls US policy on 
marijuana, pardons prior federal offenses

SpaceX delivers Russian, Native 
American women to station

Two dead, Six injured in 
stabbings along Las Vegas Strip

Rescuers work at a residential building which was heavily damaged by a Russian 
missile strike, amid Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in Zaporizhzhia

We have not faced the 
prospect of Armageddon 

since Kennedy and the 
Cuban missile crisis. For 
the first time since the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, 
we have a direct threat 

to the use of nuclear 
weapons, if in fact 

things continue down 
the path they’d been 

going
JOE BIDEN

Death toll in Indian Himalayas avalanche rises to 26
AFP | New Delhi

At least 26 people have been 
confirmed dead after an av-

alanche struck climbers in the 
Indian Himalayas, officials said 
yesterday, with bad weather ham-
pering the fourth day of search 
and rescue efforts.

A group of 41 climbing trainees 
and their teachers were caught in 
Tuesday’s massive snowslide near 
the summit of Mount Draupadi ka 
Danda II in the northern state of 
Uttarakhand.

“We have retrieved 26 bodies so 
far – 24 of them were trainees and 
two bodies are those of instruc-
tors,” an official from the Nehru 
Institute of Mountaineering, a 
government agency, told AFP.

Three members of the expedi-
tion remained missing, the official 
added, but bad weather forced an 
early end to yesterday’s search. 
Rescue operations will resume in 
the morning.

Uttarakhand state disaster 
agency spokesperson Ridhim Ag-
garwal told AFP that 32 people had 
been rescued from the site.

An update from the Uttarkashi 
district disaster management 
agency later clarified that the 
figure included 20 people at the 
trek’s advance base camp who 
had not been hit by the avalanche.

Survivor Naib Subedar Anil 
Kumar told the Indian Express 
that he and some of his fellow 

climbers had been pulled into a 
crevasse when the avalanche hit 
their ropes.

“When the snow began to settle, 
I undid the ropes and started to 
rescue my teammates,” he told the 
newspaper. “However, there was 
little we could do.”

Sunil Lalwani, one of the res-
cued trainee climbers, credited 
the instructors for saving many 
lives.

“We were 50-100 metres from 
the summit with our instructors 
ahead of us, when suddenly an 
avalanche hit us and took every-
one down,” Lalwani was quoted 
as saying by the Hindustan Times 
on Thursday.

Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) personnel stand in position during preparations for 
a rescue operation for missing climbers struck by an avalanche

Although no sub-
stantial research has 
been done on the im-

pacts of climate change 
on mountaineering 

risks in the Himalayas, 
climbers have reported 

crevasses widening, 
running water on previ-
ously snowy slopes, and 
the increasing forma-

tion of glacial lakes

In the northeastern 
Kharkiv region where 
Ukrainian forces re-

gained a large swath of 
territory in September, 
the bodies of 534 civil-
ians including 19 chil-
dren were found after 
Russian troops left
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Thais mourn dozens, mainly kids, killed in day care attack
AP | Uthai Sawan

Relatives wailed and col-
lapsed in grief before the 

small coffins of children yester-
day after a fired police officer 
stormed a rural Thai day care 
center at naptime and massacred 
dozens of people.

Thailand’s deadliest mass 
killing left virtually no one un-
touched in this small commu-
nity nestled among rice paddies 
in one of the nation’s poorest 
regions. Grief also gripped the 
rest of the country, where flags 
were lowered to half-staff and 
schoolchildren said prayers to 
honor the dead.

At least 24 of the 36 people 
killed in Thursday’s grisly gun 
and knife attack were children, 
mostly preschoolers.

“I cried until I had no more 
tears coming out of my eyes. 
They are running through my 
heart,” said Seksan Sriraj, 28, 
whose pregnant wife worked at 
the Young Children’s Develop-
ment Center in Uthai Sawan. She 
was due to give birth this month.

“My wife and my child have 
gone to a peaceful place. I am 
alive and will have to live. If 

I can’t go on, my wife and my 
child will be worried about me, 
and they won’t be reborn in the 
next life,” he said.

A stream of people, including 
Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha, other government rep-
resentatives and relatives, left 
flowers yesterday at the day care 
center. By afternoon, bouquets 
of white roses and carnations 
lined the wall outside, along 
with five tiny juice boxes, bags of 
corn chips and a stuffed animal.

Later, relatives received the 

bodies at the local Buddhist tem-
ple. As the small, white coffins 
were opened, some screamed, 
while others fainted and were 
revived with smelling salts. For 
a time, the grounds outside the 
temple were crowded with peo-
ple overcome by grief.

“It was just too much. I can’t 
accept this,” said Oy Yodkhao, 51, 
sitting on a bamboo mat in the 
oppressive heat as relatives gave 
her water and gently mopped 
her brow.

Her 4-year-old grandson, 

Tawatchai Sriphu, was killed, 
and she said she worried for the 
child’s siblings. The family of 
rice farmers is close, with three 
generations living under one 

roof.
Som-Mai Pitfai collapsed 

when she saw the body of her 
3-year-old niece.

“When I looked, I saw she had 
been slashed in the face with 
a knife,” the 58-year-old said, 
holding back tears.

Elsewhere, King Maha Vaji-
ralongkorn and Queen Suthi-
da arrived at a hospital where 
some of the 10 people who were 
wounded were being treated.

In an interview with Amarin 
TV, Satita Boonsom, who worked 

at the day care center, said staff 
locked the glass front door to the 
building after seeing the assail-
ant shoot a child and his father 
out front. But the gunman shot 
and kicked his way through it.

The children, mainly pre-
schoolers, had been taking an 
afternoon nap, and photos taken 
by first responders showed their 
tiny bodies still lying on blan-
kets. In some images, slashes 
to the victims’ faces and gun-
shots to their heads could be  
seen.

Relatives mourn during a ceremony for those killed in the attack on the Young 
Children’s Development Center in Uthai Sawan, north eastern Thailand

Rescue workers carry coffins containing the body of victims at Song Serm Tham 
Foundation after transfer from Udon Thani hospital in Udon Thani province

The massacre is among 
the worst involving 

children killed by one 
person. Anders Brei-
vik killed 69 people, 
mostly teenagers, at 
a summer camp in 

Norway in 2011, while 
the death toll in other 
cases include 20 chil-
dren at Sandy Hook 

Elementary School in 
Newtown Connecticut 

in 2012, 16 at Dunblane 
in Scotland in 1996 and 
19 at a school in Uval-

de, Texas, this year
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Amid war crisis, Putin turns 
70 with a prayer for his health
Reuters | London

President Vladimir Putin turned 
70 yesterday amid fawning 

congratulations from subordi-
nates and a plea from Orthodox 
Patriarch Kirill for all to pray for 
the health of the longest-serving 
paramount leader of Russia since 
Josef Stalin.

Putin, who rose to the Kremlin’s 
top job on the last day of 1999, is 
facing the biggest challenge of his 
rule after the invasion of Ukraine 
triggered the gravest confronta-
tion with the West since the 1962 
Cuban Missile Crisis. His army 
there is reeling from a series of 
defeats in the past month.

On his birthday, Putin is due to 
attend an informal summit of the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States in St Petersburg, the former 
imperial capital founded by Peter 
the Great that is his hometown.

Obsequious officials hailed 
Putin as the saviour of modern 
Russia while the patriarch of Mos-
cow and All Russia implored the 
country to say two days of special 
prayers so that God grants Putin 
“health and longevity”.

“We pray to you, our Lord God, 
for the head of the Russian State, 
Vladimir Vladimirovich, and ask 
you to give him your rich mercy 
and generosity, grant him health 
and longevity, and deliver him 
from all the resistances of visi-
ble and invisible enemies, con-
firm him in wisdom and spiritual 
strength, for all, Lord hear and 
have mercy,” Kirill said.

Putin, who vowed to end the 
chaos which gripped Russia after 
the 1991 fall of the Soviet Union, 
is facing the most serious military 
crisis any Kremlin chief has faced 
for at least a generation since the 
Soviet-Afghan war of 1979-89.

Opponents such as jailed oppo-
sition leader Alexei Navalny say 
that Putin has led Russia down a 
dead end towards ruin, building 
a brittle system of incompetent 

sycophants that will ultimately 
collapse and bequeath chaos.

Supporters say Putin saved Rus-
sia from destruction by an arro-
gant and aggressive West.

“Today, our national leader, 
one of the most influential and 
outstanding personalities of 
our time, the number one pa-
triot in the world, President of 
the Russian Federation Vladimir 
Vladimirovich Putin,  turns 
70 years old!” Chechen leader 
Ramzan Kadyrov said.

“Putin has changed the global 
position of Russia and forced the 
world to reckon with the position 
of our great state.”

But the war in Ukraine has 
forced Putin to burn through vast 
amounts of political, diplomatic 
and military capital.

More than seven months into 
the invasion, Russia has suffered 
huge losses in men and equipment 
and been beaten back on several 
fronts within the past month as 
Putin’s army has lurched from one 
humiliation to the next.

Putin has resorted to proclaim-
ing the annexation of territories 
only partly under Russian control 
- and whose borders the Kremlin 
has said are yet to be defined - and 
threatening to defend them with 
nuclear weapons.

A view shows an apartment block with a mural depicting Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in the town of Kashira in the Moscow region

Putin has changed the 
global position of Russia 
and forced the world to 
reckon with the position 

of our great state
CHECHEN LEADER RAMZAN KADYROVPutin has dominated 

Russia for nearly 23 
years since being hand-

picked by President 
Boris Yeltsin as his pre-

ferred successor in a 
surprise announcement 
on New Year’s Eve 1999
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1480 1769 1856 1945
Great Stand on the Ugra river: Standoff between forc-
es of Akhmat Khan, Khan of the Great Horde and Ivan 
III, Grand Prince of all Rus. Ends with a Tatar-Mongol 
retreat, leading to the disintegration of the Horde

Captain James Cook lands 
in New Zealand at Pover-

ty Bay on the East Coast 
of the North Island

The Second Opium War 
or second Anglo-Chinese 
War: begins with the Arrow 
Incident on the Pearl River

Microwave oven pat-
ented by US inventor 
Percy Spencer


