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Key development projects’ progress reviewed

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, chairs the 469th Government Executive Committee meeting. Developments on the distinguished government 
employees in customer service programme, development projects in the real estate sector, updates on priority competitiveness indicators, and a project to establish a College of Engineering at the 
University of Bahrain were reviewed.
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Fuel for freedom
No ceasefire, no gasoline delivered to Gaza until hostages are freed: Netanyahu

• Death toll rises 
to 10,328: Palestine 
health ministry

• Israeli troops 
are ‘in the heart of 
Gaza City’: Gallant

• US opposes Israel 
plan to eventually 
reoccupy Gaza

AFP | Gaza, Tel Aviv

Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said yesterday 
there will be no fuel de-

livered to Gaza and no ceasefire 
with Hamas unless hostages 
seized by the Palestinian fight-
ers are freed.

Yesterday, the Palestine health 
ministry said that 10,328 people, 
adding more than 300 to the 
figure from Monday, have been 
killed by Israel’s offensive in the 
month-long war.

The toll includes more than 
4,200 children, according to the 
ministry.

Israeli troops are “in the heart 
of Gaza City”, Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant told a news confer-
ence yesterday.

The announcement comes as 
the US State Department spokes-
man Vedant Patel declared 
Washington’s opposition to a 
new long-term occupation of 
the Gaza Strip by Israel, which 

vowed “overall security” of the 
territory following the war.

“We do not support the reoc-
cupation of Gaza,” Patel said.

Hezbollah warned

In a televised statement mark-
ing the first month of Israel’s 
war with Hamas, Netanyahu 
also warned Iran-backed Hez-
bollah “it will be making the 
mistake of its life” if it opens a 
new front in the war from its 
base in Lebanon.

The Israel-Hamas war started 
on October 7 when fighters from 
Palestine burst out of the Gaza 
Strip and into southern Israel.

According to Israel, Hamas 
killed some 1,400 people - most-
ly civilians - and seized more 
than 240 hostages, in the worst 
attack on the nation since its 
founding in 1948.

I n  re s p o n s e  Is ra e l  h a s 
launched a withering assault 
on Hamas in the Palestinian en-
clave it rules, home to some 2.4 
million people.

‘Overall responsibility’

In a television interview with 
ABC News broadcast on Monday, 
Netanyahu said that his country 
will take “overall responsibility” 
of Gaza’s security for an indef-

inite period after its war with 
Hamas ends.

“Israel will, for an indefinite 
period, will have the overall se-
curity responsibility,” he said.

“When we don’t have that se-
curity responsibility, what we 
have is the eruption of conflict 
with Hamas on a scale that we 
couldn’t imagine.”

Ignoring support

Despite growing internation-
al calls for a ceasefire from UN 
Secretary General Antonio Gu-
terres and other world leaders, 
Netanyahu said he did not sup-
port one.

“There will be no ceasefire 
— general ceasefire — in Gaza 
without the release of our hos-
tages,” he said.

“As far as tactical, little pauses 
— an hour here, an hour there — 
we’ve had them before.”

Israel may agree to pauses 
to let humanitarian goods into 
Gaza, or to allow for hostages 
to leave the besieged Palestinian 
territory, he added.

But Netanyahu said there 
would be “no entry of gasoline... 
no ceasefire without the release 
of our hostages”.

‘Thousands’ of casualties 

Washington acknowledged on 
Monday there had been “thou-
sands” of civilian casualties in 
Gaza, after President Joe Biden 
previously called into question 
the validity of numbers pub-
lished by Hamas.

“As it relates to civilian casual-
ties in Gaza... we know the num-
bers are in the thousands,” Penta-
gon spokesman Brigadier General 
Pat Ryder told journalists.

160 children killed each 
day

The World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) said an average of 
160 children are killed each day 
in Gaza as a result of the Isra-
el-Hamas war.

“The level of death and suf-
fering is hard to fathom,” WHO 
spokesman Christian Lindmeier 
told reporters in Geneva.

A Palestinian man carries a victim of an Israeli bombardment in the southern Gaza Strip yesterday. (AFP)

Portuguese prime 
minister resigns 
over corruption 
claims probe
AFP | Lisbon

Portuguese Prime Min-
ister Antonio Costa 

announced his resignation 
yesterday after he was em-
broiled in a corruption in-
vestigation into the award-
ing of energy-related con-
tracts.

The probe involving Cos-
ta and others covers alleged 
“misuse of funds, active and 
passive corruption by polit-
ical figures, and influence 
peddling,” according to a 
statement from public pros-
ecutors.

Costa will also be investi-
gated independently for al-
legedly intervening person-
ally to speed up the award-
ing of licences for lithium 
exploration and hydrogen 
production, the statement  
said.

US base in Iraq 
hit by drones
AFP | Arbil, Iraq

Three drones yesterday 
targeted a military base 

at Arbil airport in Iraqi 
Kurdistan that plays host 
to troops from the US-led 
anti-jihadist coalition, local 
officials said.

On Tuesday morning, “at 
two different points, three 
drones attacked the in-
ternational coalition”, the 
anti-terrorism service of 
the autonomous region of 
Kurdistan said in a state-
ment.

In the first attack “on the 
military base at Arbil air-
port, two drones were shot 
down”, the service said.
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His Excellency Interior Minister, General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, received the newly appointed 
French Ambassador to Bahrain, Eric Giraud-Telme, yesterday. He welcomed the envoy, hailing the distinguished ties, 
cooperation and coordination between Bahrain and France, especially in security. He wished the ambassador the best in 
his new assignments. The two sides reviewed security cooperation and topics of common interest.

Interior Minister, General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, yesterday held a meeting with governors, in the 
presence of the Chief of Public Security. The minister hailed the role of the governors in promoting interaction with 
citizens and residents, as well as meeting the needs of residents of the governorates in coordination with concerned 
authorities. He said that the active presence of the governorates on all occasions promotes cooperation and interaction 
with all segments of society. The meeting also discussed the governorates’ topics and projects.

Bahrain-France cooperation

‘Let’s protect public funds’
TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,  the Crown 

Prince and Prime Minister, high-
lighted the Kingdom’s commit-
ment to adopting and implement-
ing plans and programmes that 
ensure the effective and optimal 
management of public funds, in 
line with the aspirations and vi-
sions of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa.

HRH Prince Salman was 
speaking as he received the Au-
ditor-General of the National 
Audit Office (NAO), HE Shaikh 
Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khal-
ifa, who presented the 20th NAO 
Annual Report 2022-2023, at 
Riffa Palace.

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
HE Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla 
Al Khalifa, the Minister of Fi-
nance and National Economy, 
HE Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa 
Al Khalifa, and the Minister of 

Cabinet Affairs, HE Hamad bin 
Faisal Al Malki, also attended 
the meeting.

His Royal Highness under-
lined the Kingdom’s firm com-
mitment to address all the NAO’s 
observations, implement meas-
ures to enhance oversight and 
accountability and consolidate 
integrity, honesty, and profes-

sionalism across government 
workstreams.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister emphasised 
Team Bahrain’s commitment to 
performing their responsibilities 
professionally and efficiently, 
and ensuring that public funds 
are managed according to na-
tional regulations.

He noted the NAO’s dedica-
tion to their regulatory man-
date, which is reflected in their 
reports issued annually.

Best practices

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister commended 
government agencies’ commit-

ment to adopting the best prac-
tices across their administrative 
and financial procedures to en-
sure the optimal management of 
public funds.

HRH Prince Salman stressed 
the importance for government 
agencies to review, analyse, and 

document all observations and 
ensure that the necessary legal 
measures are taken immediately.

His Royal Highness stressed 
the importance for government 
agencies that have observations 
of non-compliance in their fi-
nances and administration to 
correct these observations and 
ensure they are not repeated in 
future reports.

Unwavering support 

HE Shaikh Ahmed highlight-
ed that the NAO continues to 
develop, thanks to the unwa-
vering support of HM the King, 
and HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister.

He noted that the report in-
cluded findings from various 
economic, social, and service 
sectors, explaining that the fun-
damental observations and rec-
ommendations outlined within 
the report cover the team’s find-
ings for the 2022-2023 year.

HRH Prince Salman receives the 2022-2023 NAO Annual Report from HE Shaikh Ahmed bin Mohammed

“The Kingdom is 
firmly committed to 

addressing all the 
NAO’s observations, 

implementing 
measures to 

enhance oversight 
and accountability 
and consolidating 
integrity, honesty, 

and professionalism 
across government 

workstreams.”   
- HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS PRINCE SALMAN 

BIN HAMAD AL KHALIFA, THE CROWN 
PRINCE AND PRIME MINISTER

HM King deputises BDF chief to visit Royal Artillery
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, the Supreme 

Commander of the Armed Forc-
es, yesterday deputised Field 
Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, the Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Bahrain 
Defence Force (BDF), to visit the 
Royal Artillery, marking the 47th 
anniversary of its establishment.

Upon arrival, the BDF chief 
was welcomed by Lieuten-

ant-General Abdulla bin Hassan 
Al Nuaimi, Defence Affairs Min-
ister, Lieutenant-General They-
ab bin Saqr Al Nuaimi, BDF Chief 
of Staff, Major-General Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Hassan Al Khalifa, 
Royal Artillery Commander, and 
senior officers.

On behalf of HM the King, the 
BDF chief presented the fallen 
servicemen’s families and the 
wounded with medals bestowed 
upon them by HM the King. He 
also presented them with com-

memorative gifts.
The servicemen who were 

injured during the aggression 

that had targeted them at a time 
of truce greeted the Command-
er-in-Chief, who conferred on 

them the Wound Badge, in ap-
preciation of the courage and 
valour they had shown while 

performing their national duty.
A commemorative gift was 

also presented to HM the King, 
the Supreme Commander, by 
the Royal Artillery Commander.

Field Marshal Shaikh Khal-
ifa bin Ahmed paid tribute to 
the late servicemen’s families 
for their patience and fortitude, 
commending the courage show-
cased by the wounded while car-
rying out their sacred patriotic 
duties. He wished them a speedy 
recovery.

Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed with senior officials and BDF officers

Private sector hailed for 
supporting school events

TDT | Manama

His Excellency Dr. Muham-
mad bin Mubarak Juma, 

Minister of Education, received 
a number of owners of institu-
tions and companies in the pri-
vate sector, who actively con-
tributed to supporting school 
sports activities and competi-
tions implemented by the Min-
istry of Education, including 
football, handball, chess and 
other sports competitions.

Dr. Juma extended his thanks 
and appreciation to all spon-
sors for their partnership with 
the Ministry and their support 
for these activities, which will 
have a major impact on raising 
the sports and mental levels of 
male and female students, ap-
preciating the keenness of these 
institutions from the private 
sector to communicate with 
the Ministry and interact with 
its educational and student pro-
grams and projects.

The Minister also thanked 
the Educational Services Sec-
tor team, which carried out 
the promotion of school sports 
tournaments and activities, 
headed by Ms. Kifaya Habib 
Al-Anzour.

The institutions that received 
the platinum supporter rating 
for the Ministry of Education 
championships are the Na-
tional Bank of Bahrain and Al 
Haqbaz Company, while the 
institutions that received the 

gold supporter rating are the 
main company, GMI Company, 
Ahli United Bank, First Motors 
Company, and Sarah Group. 
While Engineer Transporta-
tion Company, Al Qasr Projects, 
Bahrain Cinema Company, Ku-
wait Finance House, Planera 
Holding Company, Maina Wa-
ter Company, Marathon Sports 
Company, Al Ayyam Newspa-
per, and Bukari Sweet Company 
received the bronze supporter  
rating.

H.E. Dr. Juma with owners of institutions and companies in the private sector

Left, Rashid AlHamer, Editor of Al Ayam newspaper and Secretary to the Board 
and Head of International Relations at Bahrain Journalists Association (BJA), 
with dignitaries

Governors’ meeting
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HRH Prince Salman hails growing Bahrain-US strategic ties
TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, highlighted the 
longstanding Bahrain-US rela-
tions, which have grown over 
the years through close strategic 
multisector collaboration and 
partnership.

HRH Prince Salman noted the 
importance of building on ex-
isting bilateral cooperation and 
collaboration in line with mutual 
aspirations.

His Royal Highness was 
speaking as he met yesterday 
with the Ambassador of the US 

to the Kingdom of Bahrain, HE 
Steven C. Bondy, at Riffa Palace.

The Minister of Finance and 
National Economy, HE Shaikh 
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, 
also attended the meeting.

HRH Prince Salman highlight-
ed the importance of furthering 
bilateral relations within the 
framework of historic relations 
and mutual agreements, includ-
ing the recently signed Compre-
hensive Security Integration and 
Prosperity Agreement (C-SIPA), 
which will further cooperation 
in security, military, advanced 
technology, trade, and invest-
ment to benefit all

HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-

ad outlined the importance of in-
ternational efforts to safeguard 
regional security and stability, 
and support development, in 
line with the aspirations of the 

people of the region and the 
world.

Regional and international is-
sues, as well as developments in 
the Gaza Strip, were discussed.

Ceasefire
His Royal Highness stressed 

the importance of a ceasefire 
for a humanitarian truce, the 

protection of innocent civilians’ 
lives, the release of hostages and 
detainees, and the necessity of 
opening urgent, unhindered hu-
manitarian corridors to deliver 
aid and assistance into the Gaza 
Strip.

HRH  the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister underlined the 
importance of reinforcing uni-
fied efforts to prevent the esca-
lation of the situation and to halt 
violence that threatens security 
and stability.

He emphasised that a just and 
comprehensive peace is the only 
option to protect and realise the 
legitimate rights of the Palestin-
ian people.

HRH Prince Salman meets with HE Ambassador Bondy

Winter season flight 
bookings plummet
Demand hits record low due to political scenario; hopes high for November increase
Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

In the Kingdom, the win-
ter season has always been 
synonymous with overseas 

travel to celebrate Christmas, 
New Year’s, and relish in the 
joy of snowfall. However, travel 
agents are expressing worries 
due to an unusually low demand 
for flight bookings during this 
festive period.

Typically, travelers secure 
their flight tickets well in ad-
vance to avoid the steep prices 
often associated with Decem-
ber.

Furthermore, finding avail-
able seats becomes increas-
ingly challenging due to high 
demand. Yet, this year, travel 
agents are noticing a significant 
decrease in bookings, leaving 
them searching for explana-
tions.

Thaha Marzooque, the Direc-
tor of Travel Knits & Vacanza, 
sheds light on the reasons be-
hind the unexpected trend of 
low demand for winter holiday 
flight bookings in an interview 
with The Daily Tribune.

Marzooque expresses con-
cerns regarding the lack of 
bookings and speculates on po-
tential factors contributing to 
this decline.

Factor
One factor he highlights is 

the current political scenario 
and ongoing conflicts, which 
may be dissuading travelers 
from making holiday plans. 
The uncertainty surrounding 
these events could be a major 
deterrent. However, Marzooque 
acknowledges that the political 
situation alone may not provide 
a complete explanation, as eth-
nic traffic has consistently been 
low since September.

Marzooque further points 
out that popular winter hol-
iday destinations like the UK 
and Turkey are also experienc-
ing fewer bookings compared 
to last year. Nevertheless, he 
remains hopeful, stating, “We 
are optimistic and anticipate 

an increase in bookings during 
the second week of November.”

Despite the overall decrease 
in demand, specific holiday 
packages are being offered to 
take advantage of the upcoming 
Bahrain National Day holidays.

Packages

“Fixed departures to Azer-
baijan and Turkey are availa-
ble, and other travel agents are 
promoting packages to Georgia. 
Moreover, early bird discounts 
on National Day holiday pack-
ages to Azerbaijan are being 
offered, with a BD 52 discount in 
celebration of the 52nd Bahrain 
National Day,” he added.

Marzooque pointed out the 
popularity of mini vacations 
during the National Day peri-

od. With the three to four-day 
holiday provided, many people 
opt to extend their time off and 
embark on nearby country get-
aways.

As the travel industry grap-
ples with the unexpected de-
cline in winter holiday flight 
bookings, travel agencies and 
airlines are closely monitoring 
the situation.

There is hope that the second 
week of November will bring an 
upturn in bookings as travelers 
embrace the festive spirit and 
finally make their long-awaited 
travel plans.

Cost-friendly air travel packages await inbound and outbound tourists

“We are optimistic 
and anticipate an 

increase in bookings 
during the second 

week of November.”    
- THAHA MARZOOQUE, THE DIRECTOR OF 

TRAVEL KNITS & VACANZA

IFAS platform to raise awareness for RHF’s aid work
TDT | Manama

The Indian Fine Arts Socie-
ty, a premier organisation 

promoting classical Indian arts, 
showcased the talent of over 40 
local dancers in a production 
titled “Manifestations”. 

The show, at the Regency In-
terContinental on November 4, 
was held to help raise awareness 
about the work of the Royal Hu-
manitarian Foundation. Indian 
Ambassador H.E. Mr. Vinod Ja-
cob and the Secretary-General 
of the RHF, H.E. Dr. Mustafa Al 
Sayed presided over the evening. 
Also present was the Ambas-
sador of Sri Lanka, H.E. Mrs. 
Wijeratne Mendis.

Choreographed by Bharatan-
atyam exponent Mrs. Hansul 
Gani with collaborative inputs 
from experts in the US and Ker-
ala, India, the production ex-
plored the mystic connection be-
tween life on earth and the five 

sacred elements: Earth, Water, 
Fire, Air and Space. With stun-
ning costumes, vivid backdrop 
and specially composed music 
score, the production was a treat 
for art lovers.

Commendation

In his address, Dr. Al Sayed 
commended the Indian com-
munity’s response to the work 
of the RHF, saying that Indians 

in Bahrain had time and again 
supported the RHF’s aid drive for 
natural disasters.

“The Indians in Bahrain have 
always aligned their compassion 
with the example of His Majesty 
the King whose vision empow-

ers the RHF,” Dr. Al Sayed said, 
“Today our timely and first-to-
support response to any human-
itarian crisis has brought admi-
ration to the RHF and the organ-
isation is ranked No. 11 in the 
Arab world for its effectiveness. 
With His Majesty’s leadership 
as our guiding light, we have 
helped rebuild churches, schools 
and also helped support refugee 
camps all over the world, with-
out discrimination and in keep-
ing with the One-Family Spirit 
of Bahrain.”

He added, “I am particularly 
happy that this program by IFAS 
to raise awareness for our work 
comes through art.

Dr. Al Sayed (sixth from left) receiving donation to RHF in the presence of diplomats and IFAS members

New SCE directors named
TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 

Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, yester-
day issued Edict (101) of 2023, 
appointing directors at the Su-
preme Council for Environ-
ment (SCE), based on a propos-
al by the President of the SCE.

The edict stipulates the fol-
lowing:

The following directors shall 
be appointed at the executive 
apparatus of the SCE:

Article (I)
1. Shaikh Mishal bin Ibrahim 

bin Jaber Al Khalifa shall be 
appointed as Director of Al 
Areen Wildlife Directorate.

2. Nouf Ali Abdul Mohsen 
Al-Wasmi shall be appointed 
as Director of the Reserves Di-
rectorate.

3. Amna Hamad Ali Al Ro-
maihi shall be appointed as Di-
rector of the Communication 
and Environmental Awareness 
Directorate.

4. Maryam Mohammed Ab-
dulla Al Ansari shall be ap-
pointed as Director of the En-
vironmental Evaluation and 
Licensing Directorate.

5. Lama Abbas Al Mahroos 
shall be appointed as Director 
of the Environmental Moni-
toring and Protection Direc-
torate.

6. Ali Abdulla Ali Isa shall be 
appointed as Director of the 
Biodiversity Directorate.

Article (II)
The President of the SCE 

shall implement the provisions 
of this edict, which comes into 
effect upon its issuance and 
will be published in the Offi-
cial Gazette.

Stage set for Jewellery Arabia
Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s jewelry enthusi-
asts and industry profes-

sionals are eagerly anticipating 
the arrival of one of the most 
prestigious events in the Mid-
dle East’s jewelry calendar, the 
Jewellery Arabia.

From November 14th to No-
vember 18th, the Exhibition 
World Bahrain in Zallaq will 
be transformed into a dazzling 
haven for jewelry lovers, offer-
ing an unparalleled shopping 
experience.

Renowned as one of the 
largest and most established 
jewelry exhibitions in the re-
gion, Jewellery Arabia brings 
together renowned manufac-
turers from across the globe 

to showcase their latest cre-
ations.

The event promises to be a 
feast for the eyes, with an ar-
ray of exquisitely crafted jew-
elry, luxurious watches, and 
gemstones of every imaginable 
size, shape, and cut.

On display are an impressive 
selection of watches, bracelets, 
earrings, and gold jewelry, and 
much more. 

Jewelry lovers will flock to the event
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Takaful International Company B.S.C.
INTERIM CONDENSED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
AS AT 30th SEPTEMBER 2023
INTERIM STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION INTERIM STATEMENT OF INCOME 
As At 30 September 2023 (Reviewed) For the nine month period ended 30 September 2023 (Reviewed)

30 September 31 December 1 January

2023 2022 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022

(Reviewed) (Reviewed) (Reviewed) (Reviewed) (Restated) (Reviewed) (Restated) (Reviewed) (Restated)

ASSETS Restated Restated Recognised takaful contributions                 -                    -     18,204,302    17,765,969     18,204,302   17,765,969 
Statutory deposit        125,000        125,000             125,000 Recognised takaful costs                 -                    -    (14,061,392)  (13,843,333)   (14,061,392)  (13,843,333)
Cash and balances with banks   10,166,915   21,867,048        22,073,266 Retakaful net results                 -                    -      (3,353,431)    (3,605,546)     (3,353,431)    (3,605,546)
Investments   22,120,293     8,632,293          8,242,584 Takaful participants' gross margin                 -                    -          789,479         317,090          789,479        317,090 
Investment in an Associate        224,202        190,145             184,856 Net participants' investment income                 -                    -          405,513         303,270          405,513        303,270 
Retakaful arrangement assets     2,468,874     1,666,714          1,038,481 Amortisation of deferred cost (related to provision of takaful arrangements)                 -                    -         (766,547)       (158,652)        (766,547)       (158,652)
Other receivables, accrued income and prepayments     4,705,501     5,507,953          3,621,865 Amortisation of deferred income (related to retakaful arrangements held)                 -                    -          109,064           64,598          109,064          64,598 
Property and equipments        123,991 61,565                      85,814 Other participants' expenses                 -                    -           (61,259)       (173,518)          (61,259)       (173,518)
Intangible assets        503,729                 -                         -   Net participants' surplus                 -                    -          476,250         352,788          476,250        352,788 
Right of use asset        443,285        452,743             519,960 Wakala fee income    2,929,978      3,165,534                  -                    -         2,929,978     3,165,534 
TOTAL ASSETS   40,881,790   38,503,461        35,891,826 Net shareholders' investment Income       430,452         169,006                  -                    -            430,452        169,006 

Mudarib share       138,450         101,090                  -                    -            138,450        101,090 
LIABILITIES, PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS AND SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY Income from associate 33,021                  13,510                  -                    -   33,021                   13,510 
LIABILITIES Other shareholders' income 13,380                    8,532                  -                    -   13,380                     8,532 
Takaful arrangement liabilities   24,238,593   21,260,984        19,142,149 Total shareholders' Income 3,545,281   3,457,672                     -                    -   3,545,281     3,457,672    
Retakaful arrangement liabilities        662,718        570,375             906,231 General and administrative expenses   (1,533,057)    (1,629,429)                  -                    -       (1,533,057)    (1,629,429)
Payables and accrued liabilities     3,432,405     4,465,341          4,016,681 Other fees, commission and related expenses   (1,077,428)       (955,952)                  -                    -       (1,077,428)       (955,952)
Ijara liabilities        478,797        477,515             529,525 Other shareholders' expenses      (261,682)       (227,578)                  -                    -          (261,682)       (227,578)
TOTAL LIABILITIES   28,812,513   26,774,215        24,594,586 Total sharholders' expenses   (2,872,167)    (2,812,959)                  -                    -       (2,872,167)    (2,812,959)

Net profit for the period       673,114         644,713        476,250         352,788       1,149,364        997,501 
PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS

Surplus / (deficit) in participants' funds        757,730        268,503            (126,495) Earnings per share 7.92 Fils 7.58 Fils
Investments fair value reserve      (232,054)        (86,733)             211,492 
TOTAL PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS        525,676        181,770               84,997 INTERIM STATEMENT OF INCOME 

For the three month period ended 30 September 2023 (Reviewed)
SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY

Share capital     8,500,000     8,500,000          8,500,000 
Treasury shares          (2,087)          (2,087)                       -   2023 2022 2023 2022 2023 2022

Statutory reserve        963,869        963,869             863,664 (Reviewed) (Restated) (Reviewed) (Restated) (Reviewed) (Restated)

General reserve        200,000        200,000             200,000 Recognised takaful contributions                 -                    -       5,921,904      5,570,935       5,921,904     5,570,935 
Retained earnings     2,162,260     1,884,720          1,552,060 Recognised takaful costs                 -                    -      (4,321,247)    (4,832,084)     (4,321,247)    (4,832,084)
Investments fair value reserve      (280,441)               974               96,519 Retakaful net results                 -                    -      (1,254,789)       (966,988)     (1,254,789)       (966,988)
TOTAL SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY   11,543,601   11,547,476        11,212,243 Takaful participants' gross margin                 -                    -          345,868       (228,137)          345,868       (228,137)
TOTAL LIABILITES, PARTICIPANTS' FUNDS AND SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY   40,881,790   38,503,461        35,891,826 Net participants' Investment income                 -                    -            92,015         126,625            92,015        126,625 

Amortisation of deferred cost (related to provision of takaful arrangements)                 -                    -         (207,254)       (119,397)        (207,254)       (119,397)

INTERIM STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME Amortisation of deferred income (related to retakaful arrangements held)                 -                    -            26,908           34,659            26,908          34,659 
For the nine-month period ended 30 September 2023 (Reviewed) Other participants' expenses                 -                    -             (3,892)         (33,892)            (3,892)         (33,892)

Net participants' surplus / (deficit)                 -                    -          253,645       (220,142)          253,645       (220,142)

Wakala fee income       895,200         987,088                  -                    -            895,200        987,088 
Shareholders Participants' Total Shareholders Participants' Total Net shareholders' investment Income / (loss)       121,864         (31,375)                  -                    -            121,864         (31,375)

Mudarib share         44,881           42,094                  -                    -              44,881          42,094 
Net profit and surplus for the period        673,114 476,250     1,149,364         644,713 352,788      997,501            Income from associate 12,621                    4,109                  -                    -   12,621                     4,109 
FAS 30 Transition impact           (5,503)         (3,155) (8,658)                        -                   -                         -   Other shareholders' income 5                             7,350                  -                    -   5                              7,350 
Other comprehensive loss Total shareholders' Income 1,074,571   1,009,266                     -                    -   1,074,571     1,009,266    

Investment at fair value through equity: General and administrative expenses      (476,401)       (335,188)                  -                    -          (476,401)       (335,188)
Fair value changes arising during the period       (258,507)     (144,107) (402,614)         (209,050)      (242,155) (451,205)          Other fees, commission and related expenses      (275,401)       (306,048)                  -                    -          (275,401)       (306,048)
Recycled to interim condensed Other shareholders' expenses        (78,085)         (47,891)                  -                    -            (78,085)         (47,891)
statement of profit or loss Total sharholders' expenses      (829,887)       (689,127)                  -                    -          (829,887)       (689,127)

on disposal / impairment          11,940 14,918       26,858                38,256 (17,988)       20,268              Net profit / (loss) for the period       244,684         320,139        253,645       (220,142)          498,329          99,997 

Earnings per share 2.88 fils 3.77 fils

Other comprehensive loss for the period       (246,567)     (129,189)     (375,756)      (170,794)      (260,143)            (430,937)
INTERIM STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN PARTICIPANTS' FUND 

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME FOR THE PERIOD        421,044       343,906       764,950        473,919          92,645             566,564 For the nine-month period ended 30 September 2023 (Reviewed)

General Family General Family

INTERIM STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME    takaful    takaful     takaful    takaful        Total

For the three-month period ended 30 September 2023 (Reviewed) Balance at 1 January 2023         284,051         (15,548)         (84,210)            (2,523)        181,770 
Impact of initial application of FAS 30           12,118               859         (15,011)            (1,121)           (3,155)
Restated balance as at 1 January 2023 296,169         (14,689)         (99,221)         (3,644)             178,615        

Shareholders Participants' Total Shareholders Participants' Total Unrealised fair value (loss) / gains on investments                  -                    -         (134,283)              5,094       (129,189)
Surplus / (deficit) for the period         579,737       (103,487)                  -                     -          476,250 

Net profit and surplus / (deficit) for the period        244,684 253,645     498,329            320,139 (220,142)     99,997              Balance as at 30 September 2023 (Reviewed)         875,906       (118,176)       (233,504)              1,450        525,676 
FAS 30 Transition impact                  -                  -   -                             -                   -                         -   Balance at 1 January 2022         564,910          79,990           98,499          112,993        856,392 
Other comprehensive (loss) / income Impact of initial application of FAS 43       (513,693)       (257,702)                  -                     -         (771,395)
Investment at fair value through equity: Restated balance as at 1 January 2022 51,217           (177,712)       98,499           112,993          84,997          

Fair value changes arising during the period       (142,805)       (86,078) (228,883)             69,933        (22,718) 47,215              Realised fair value losses / (gains) on investments                  -                    -             25,710          (43,698)         (17,988)
Recycled to interim condensed Unrealised fair value loss on investments                  -                    -         (235,702)            (6,453)       (242,155)
statement of profit or loss Surplus for the period         266,709          86,079                  -                     -          352,788 

on disposal / impairment          16,210 20,130       36,340                60,620 (36,017)       24,603              Balance as at 30 September 2022 (Restated)         317,926         (91,633)       (111,493)            62,842        177,642 

INTERIM STATEMENT OF CHANGES IN SHAREHOLDERS' EQUITY
Other comprehensive (loss) / income for the period       (126,595)       (65,948)     (192,543)        130,553        (58,735)               71,818 For the nine-month period ended 30 September 2023 (Reviewed)

TOTAL COMPREHENSIVE INCOME / (LOSS) Share Statutory General Retained Investments Treasury Total

   FOR THE PERIOD        118,089       187,697       305,786        450,692      (278,877)             171,815 capital reserve reserve earnings fair value 
reserve shares equity

Balance at 1 January 2023  8,500,000       963,869         200,000     1,884,720                974            (2,087)   11,547,476 

Impact of initial application of FAS 30               -                   -                    -            29,345         (34,848)                   -             (5,503)
Restated balance as at 1 January 2023  8,500,000       963,869         200,000     1,914,065         (33,874)            (2,087)   11,541,973 

INTERIM STATEMENT OF CASH FLOWS Profit for the period               -                   -                    -          673,114                  -                     -          673,114 
For the nine-month period ended 30 September 2023 (Reviewed) Other comprehensive loss               -                   -                    -                    -         (246,567)                   -         (246,567)

Total comprehensive income / (loss)  8,500,000       963,869         200,000     2,587,179       (280,441)            (2,087)   11,968,520 
2023 2022 Dividend for the year 2022               -                   -                    -         (424,919)                  -                     -         (424,919)

(Reviewed) (Restated) Balance as at 30 September 2023 8,500,000 963,869      200,000       2,162,260    (280,441)      (2,087)           11,543,601  
Net cash from operating activities     2,007,492          1,519,474 Balance at 1 January 2022  8,500,000       863,664         200,000     1,985,488           96,519                   -     11,645,671 
Net cash used in investing activities   (7,362,524)         (8,531,780) Impact of initial application of FAS 43               -                   -                    -         (433,428)                  -                     -         (433,428)
Net cash used in financing activities      (465,101)            (494,613) Restated balance as at 1 January 2022  8,500,000       863,664         200,000     1,552,060           96,519                   -     11,212,243 
NET DECREASE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS   (5,820,133)         (7,506,919) Profit for the period               -                   -                    -          644,713                  -                     -          644,713 
Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the period     8,087,048        17,331,265 Other comprehensive loss               -                   -                    -                    -   (170,794)                        -         (170,794)
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS AT END OF THE PERIOD     2,266,915          9,824,346 Dividend for the year 2021               -                   -                    -         (425,000)                  -                     -         (425,000)
COMPRISING: Purchase of treasury shares            (2,087)           (2,087)
CASH AND BALANCES WITH BANKS Restated Balance as at 30 September 2022 8,500,000 863,664      200,000       1,771,773    (74,275)        (2,087)           11,259,075  

Cash and balance in current accounts 2,266,915   5,844,346         
Bank deposits with original maturities of three months or less -              3,980,000         These Financial Statements have been reviewed by Ernst & Young and approved by the board of directors at their meeting held on 7 November 2023

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS     2,266,915          9,824,346 
Bank deposits with original maturities of more than three months 7,900,000   12,217,056       Ebrahim  Mohamed Sharif  Alrayes AbdulRahman Abdulla Mohammed Essam Mohamed Al Ansari
Cash and balances with banks as per interim statement of financial position 10,166,915 22,041,402       Chairman Vice Chairman Chief Executive Officer

Licensed as a General and Family Takaful Company by the CBB www.gigtakaful.bh
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Takaful International’s profit 
rises 15% to BD1.149 million 

• Q3 net profit 
attributable to 
the shareholders 
was BD 245K

• Nine-month net 
profit was BD 673K

TDT | Manama

Takaful International 
Company reported prof-
its for the third quarter 

and nine-month 2023, which 
the company said achieved de-
spite the continuous rise in loss 
ratios in the market, and the ac-
counting impact resulting from 
the adoption of new accounting 
standards, which affected the 
approach used in determining 
allocations and technical re-
serves.

Q3 results 
Quarterly net profit attrib-

utable to the shareholders was 
BD 245K compared to BD 320K 
for the same period last year, a 
decrease of 23%. Earnings per 
share was 2.88 Fils compared 
with 3.77 Fils in the year-ago 
quarter. Total comprehensive 
income stood at BD 118K com-

pared to BD 451k for the same 
period last year, a decrease of 
74%. 

Total net profit was BD 498K 
compared to BD 100K for the 
same period last year. The 
participants’ Takaful funds 
achieved a surplus of BD 253k 
compared to a deficit of BD 
220K for the same period last 
year. 

The shareholders’  fund 
achieved a net profit of BD 245K 
compared to a net profit of BD 
320K for the same period last 
year, a decrease of 23%. 

Recognized Takaful Contribu-

tions were BD 5.922m compared 
to BD 5.571m for the same peri-
od last year, an increase of 6%. 
Recognized Takaful Costs also 
decreased by 11% to BD 4.321m 
as compared to BD 4.832m for 
the same period last year. 

Nine months results
Nine-month net profit attrib-

utable to the shareholders was 
BD 673K compared to BD 645K 
for the same period last year, 
an increase of 4%. Earnings per 
share was 7.92 Fils compared 
with 7.58 Fils for the same peri-
od last year. Total comprehen-

sive income stood at BD 421K 
compared to BD 473K for the 
same period last year, an in-
crease of 11%.

Net profit was BD 1.149 mil-
lion compared to BD 998k for 
the same period last year with 
an increase of 15%. The Partic-
ipants’ Takaful funds achieved 
a surplus of BD 476K compared 
to a surplus of BD 353K for the 
same period last year, an in-
crease of 35%. The sharehold-
ers’ fund achieved a net profit 
of BD 673K compared to a net 
profit of BD 645K for the same 
period last year with an increase 
of 4%. 

Recognized Takaful Contri-
butions increased by 2.4% to 
BD 18.204m compared to BD 
17.766m in the same period last 
year. Recognized Takaful Costs 
slightly increased by 1.5% to 
BD 14.061m compared to BD 
13.843m in the same period last 
year. 

Ebrahim Al Rayes, Chairman 
of the Board of Directors, com-
mented that the Board of Di-
rectors are satisfied with the 
financial performance results 
for the nine months ended 30 
September 2023, that were in 
line with the budget approved 
by the Board of Directors at the 
end of last year. 

Ebrahim Al Rayes, Chairman Essam Al Ansari, CEO 

Batelco first in MENA to 
launch mobile peering
TDT | Manama

Batelco, part of the Beyon 
Group, announces its lat-

est service “Mobile Peering” 
which is available on Mana-
ma IX (MN-IX) for members 
of the platform. Batelco is the 
first in the MENA region to of-
fer a Mobile Peering service, 
which is an open interconnect-
ing solution, enabling mobile 
operators and Internet Packet 
Exchange (IPX) providers to 
securely exchange their global 
mobile roaming data. 

The many benefits of this 
service include enhanced net-
work efficiency and reduced 
latency by establishing direct 
connections between mobile 
providers on MN-IX. Exchang-
ing mobile traffic directly with 

other mobile networks results 
in a better roaming experience 
for the mobile operators’ end 
users. Additionally, the mo-
bile peering service eliminates 
the need to pay a third party 
to carry mobile data traffic, 
hence reducing overall costs, 
which can be passed on to the 
end-users, leading to more 
competitive mobile roaming 
data plans.

Stocks retreat as weak growth concerns weigh
• Oil prices slid by 
2.5% on data showing 
China’s exports fell

• United States trade 
deficit widened more 
than anticipated

• Asian equity markets 
were on the back foot

London, United Kingdom

Major stock markets most-
ly retreated yesterday as 

concerns about weak growth 
offset hopes of an end to global 
interest-rate hikes.

On Wall Street, the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average and 
the S&P500 opened lower as a 
huge rally that began last week 
appears to be fading but the 
tech-heavy Nasdaq bucked the 
trend as it rose.

European markets were down 
in afternoon trading while Asian 
indices mostly closed in the red.

Oil prices slid by 2.5% on data 
showing China’s exports fell 
at a faster pace than predicted 
in October, as the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy is buffeted 
by faltering global demand and 
a sluggish domestic recovery.

At the same time, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund raised 
its 2023 economic growth fore-
cast for China, citing stronger 
consumption and recent policy 
measures announced by Beijing.

But official data showed Ger-
man industrial output slumped 
more than expected in Septem-
ber, signalling that Europe’s big-
gest economy was struggling to 
emerge from a slowdown.

In the United States, trade 
figures released by the US gov-
ernment showed that the trade 

deficit widened more than an-
ticipated, with exports and im-
ports both growing.

Investors also remain con-
cerned about the potential im-

pact of the Israel-Hamas con-
flict on the world economy.

“Last week was all about 
dawning expectation that inter-
est rates might not stay as high 

for as long as had been previous-
ly expected, and this week it’s 
all about growth -- or the lack 
of it,” noted Danni Hewson, AJ 
Bell head of financial analysis.

Investors were unable to 
maintain the momentum seen 
after US officials hinted that the 
era of rising borrowing costs 
was over, while a jump in Treas-
ury yields Monday revived jit-
ters that there could still be one 
more lift to come.

Patrick O’Hare, analyst at 
Briefing.com, said it looks “like 
there is a bid by the market to 
catch its breath coming off last 
week’s huge gains”.

Speeches by a number of de-
cision-makers this week includ-
ing Federal Reserve chairman 
Jerome Powell will be analysed 
for clues about the outlook, with 
some officials still reluctant to 
call an end to the tightening 
cycle.

“Fed officials remain ex-
tremely cautious, fearing stop-
ping too soon and suffering 
another onslaught of criticism 
for underestimating the infla-
tionary pressures,” said Craig 
Erlam, analyst at OANDA trading 
platform.

Asian equity markets were 
on the back foot Tuesday, with 
Hong Kong among the biggest 
losers after a three-day ral-
ly that was worth more than  
four%.

Traders this week will be 
keeping tabs also on a meeting 
between US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen and Chinese coun-
terpart He Lifeng in San Fran-
cisco, hoping for a further thaw-
ing of long-chilled ties between 
the economic superpowers.

The two-day get-together 
comes ahead of an expected 
one-on-one between presidents 
Joe Biden and Xi Jinping on the 
sidelines of the APEC summit 
later this month.

Key figures around 1345 GMT
New York - Dow:   0.1% at 34,055.99 points

London - FTSE 100:   0.1% at 7,413.71

Frankfurt - DAX:   0.1% at 15,125.91

Paris - CAC 40:   0.5% at 6,981.66

EURO STOXX 50:   0.3% at 4,145.68

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:   1.3% at 32,271.82 (close)

Hong Kong - Hang Seng Index:   1.7% at 17,670.16 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:  n at 3,057.27 (close)

Euro/dollar:   at $1.0670 from $1.0723 on Monday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.2291 from $1.2342

Dollar/yen:   at 150.60 yen from 150.00 yen

Euro/pound:   at 86.80 pence from 86.85 pence

Brent North Sea crude:   2.5% at $83.06 per barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   2.5% at $78.81 per barrel

Bahrain All Share Index closes higher

TDT | Manama

Bahrain All Share Index 
closed at 1,923.95 points 

marking an increase of 3.20 
points above the previous clos-
ing. This increase was due to 
the raise in the and material 
sector. Bahrain lslamic Index 
closed at 720.17 points marking 

an increase of 1.33 points above 
the previous closing.

Results indicated that 90 eq-
uity transactions took place 
with a volume of 3,625,145 
worth BD 2,799,453.

Investors traded mainly in 
the material sector represent-
ing 91.15% of the total value of 
securities traded.

Bangladesh garment workers 
reject 56% pay rise
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Bangladesh raised the min-
imum monthly pay for the 

country’s four million garment 
workers by 56.25% yesterday, a 
decision immediately rejected 
by unions seeking a near-tri-
pling of the figure.

The South Asian country’s 
3,500 garment factories ac-
count for around 85% of its 
$55 billion in annual ex-
ports, supplying many of the 
world’s top fashion names 
including Levi’s, Zara and  
H&M. But conditions are dire 
for many of the sector’s four 
million workers, the vast ma-
jority of whom are women 
whose monthly pay starts at 

8,300 taka ($75).
Workers have gone on strike 

to demand a near-tripling 
of their wages, with violent 
scenes in recent days, while 
employers offered 25 percent.

The minimum wage is fixed 
by a state-appointed board that 
includes representatives from 
the manufacturers, unions and 
wage experts.

“The new minimum month-
ly wage for garment factory 
workers has been fixed at 
12,500 taka ($113),” Raisha 
Afroz, the board secretary, 
told AFP.

The figure was immediately 
rejected by unions, which have 
been demanding a 23,000 taka 
minimum.

Garment workers clash with police personnel during a rally, demanding a 
near-tripling of their wages in Ashulia. Police said at least 300 factories had 
been shut down in the weeklong protests, which have so far left two workers 
dead and dozens more injured

IMF raises China 2023 growth forecast to 5.4%
AFP | Beijing, China

The International Monetary 
Fund yesterday raised its 

2023 economic growth fore-
cast for China, citing stronger 
consumption and recent pol-
icy measures announced by 
Beijing.

After a tough year for the 
world's number-two econ-
omy, there have been flick-
ers of life in recent weeks, 
with third-quarter expan-
sion coming in more than  
expected.

The Fund said it saw gross 
domestic product expanding 
5.4% this year, compared with 
a previous estimate of 5.0%, 
while it lifted its outlook 2024 
to 4.6% from 4.2%.

Gita Gopinath, First Depu-
ty Managing Director of the 
IMF, told a news conference 
in Beijing on Tuesday that the 
upgrade reflected "a strong 
post-reopening rebound in do-
mestic demand, particularly 
consumption".

The economy grew 4.9% in 
July-September, slower than 

the previous quarter but a lot 
better than expected and a lit-
tle shy of the government's 
goal of "around five%" for the 
year -- one of its lowest targets 
in years.

China's economy expanded 
just 3.0% last year -- well be-
low the official target of 5.5% -- 
as it was choked by draconian 
Covid-19 measures.

A string of below-par eco-
nomic data in the first half -- 
which came despite the lifting 
of zero-Covid curbs at the end 
of 2022 -- led the government 
to unveil a number of targeted 
stimulus measures aimed at 
supporting key sectors, par-
ticularly the troubled property 
industry.

And in October Beijing said 
it would issue one trillion yuan 
($137 billion) of sovereign 
bonds to boost infrastructure 
spending.

Gopinath said the new fore-
cast were made "reflecting 
stronger than expected growth 
in the third quarter and the 
new policy support that was 
recently announced".



BE YOURSELF; EVERYONE ELSE IS 
ALREADY TAKEN
OSCAR WILDE
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392 1519 1701 1895TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Roman Emperor Theodosius de-
clares Christian religion the state 
religion

1st meeting of Aztec Emper-
or Moctezuma II and Spanish 
Conquistador Hernán Cortés 

in Tenochtitlan, Mexico

 William Penn presents 
Charter of Privileges, guar-
anteed religious freedom for 
the colony in Pennsylvania

German physicist Wilhelm Röntgen 
produces and detects electromagnetic 
radiation in a wavelength range today 

known as X-rays or Röntgen rays
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Pleasure to welcome 
His Majesty the King 

of Bhutan, Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuk to 
India. We had very warm 
and positive discussions 
on various facets of the 
unique and exemplary 
India-Bhutan relation-
ship. Deeply value His 
Majesty’s vision for the 
development and well 
being of the friendly peo-
ple of Bhutan.

@narendramodi

Thinking about the 
hostages seized from 

#Israel a month ago dur-
ing the shocking attacks 
by Hamas. When I spoke 
with some of the fami-
lies last month, their pain 
was palpable. @WHO

 reiterates its call for the 
immediate release of the 

hostages, many of whom 
are fragile, with medical 
conditions.

@DrTedros

Over 2,200 trains run 
on the Northeast 

Corridor every day serv-
ing 800,000 passengers. 
It’s the busiest corridor 
in the United States – and 
one of the busiest in the 
world. Today, it gets the 
investment it deserves.

@POTUS

More  @ UN  a id 
workers have been 

killed in recent weeks 
than in any comparable 
period in the history of 
our organization. I join 
in the mourning of 89 of 
our @UNRWA  colleagues 
who have been killed in 
Gaza – many of them 
with members of their 
family.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A luxury resort operator 
in Singapore said yesterday that 
the personal data of about 665,000 
members of its shopping loyalty 
programme had been hacked. 
The breach of Marina Bay Sands 
was the latest in a string of major 
cybersecurity incidents reported in the 
city-state. Last week public healthcare 
institutions had their internet access 
disrupted by a flood of malicious traffic in a 
so-called distributed denial of service (DDoS) 
attack. Marina Bay Sands, which is owned 
by US casino giant Las Vegas Sands, said it 
became aware of the “data security incident” 
on October 20, according to an email sent to some customers on Tuesday and 
seen by AFP. “Investigations have since determined that an unknown third 
party accessed customer data of about 665,000 non-casino rewards programme 
members,” the message from chief operating officer Paul Town said.

u The trial of the man who allegedly attacked the husband of US politician 
Nancy Pelosi with a hammer in the couple’s California home got under way 

Monday. A jury was being selected in the federal trial 
of David DePape, who is charged with the assault 
of Paul Pelosi and the attempted kidnapping of the 
then-speaker of the US House of Representatives in 
October 2022. Prosecutors say DePape earlier admitted 
to breaking into the Pelosis’ San Francisco residence 
with the intention of getting the senior Democrat to 

acknowledge her party’s “lies” on pain of smashing 
her kneecaps. But finding only her then-82-year-old 
husband at home, he engaged in what he told officers 
was a “pretty amicable” exchange, during which Pelosi 
managed to call for help from law enforcement.

u President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said yesterday that Ukraine 
had deployed more Western air defence systems, as 
it braces for a second full winter of Russian attacks 
on energy facilities. Kyiv has said it is bolstering 
defences to protect key infrastructure ahead of 
winter, fearing a renewed Russian aerial onslaught 
during the cold months. Systematic strikes by 
Moscow’s forces last year targeted Ukraine’s energy 
grid, leaving thousands without heating or electricity 
in freezing temperatures for long periods. “I received 
reports on the receipt of ammunition, hardware and 
equipment over the past day,” Zelensky said on social 
media. “Additional NASAMS systems from partners have been put on combat 
duty. Timely reinforcement of our air defence before winter,” he added.  Zelensky 
has been calling on Western allies to provide additional arms ahead of winter to 
fend off feared Russian attacks.

Trial over 
alleged hammer 
attack of Pelosi’s 
husband opens

Ukraine says 
bolstered air 
defence for winter 

attacks

Singapore luxury 
resort says data of 
665,000 customers 

hacked

Israeli forces have encircled 
Gaza City where they say 
Hamas’s main command 
and control facilities are 

located. The Israeli military 
has repeatedly called on Pal-
estinian civilians to evacuate 

and move south.

KNOW
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EU boosts funds for Jordan as 
Mideast war rages
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU yesterday  an-
nounced more than 900 

million euros in aid for Jordan 
after European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen 
met King Abdullah II for talks 
dominated by the Israel-Ha-
mas war.

Von der Leyen thanked the 
Jordanian king for “his critical 
stabilising role in the region,” 
amid fears that the conflict, 
which has left thousands dead, 
could spill over to other coun-
tries.

The two leaders did not hold 
a press conference after the 
meeting.

On social media however, 
von der Leyen said the talks in-
cluded Israel’s military offen-
sive against Gaza in response 
to the October 7 attacks by 
Hamas, which controls the 
Palestinian territory.

Jordan is among countries 
in the region that fears a mass 
exodus from Gaza.

“I reiterated my position on 
no forced displacement of Pal-
estinians from Gaza and the 
EU’s support for a two-state 
solution,” von der Leyen said.

A statement said “discus-
sions focused on recent de-
velopments and the need to 
avoid a negative spill-over 
in the region, where Jor-
dan plays a key stabilising  
role”.

It said the EU support pack-
age was worth 902 million 
euros ($963 million) -- 402 
million euros in grants and 500 
million euros in European In-
vestment Bank loans.

Von der Leyen said the mon-
ey was to bolster “Jordan’s re-
form process and modernisa-
tion of its economy”.

The bulk of it was to go to 
improving water supplies in 
the parched kingdom, while 
other funding would go to 
youth education and tourism 
schemes, and improving ener-
gy efficiency.

A Thai student returning from Israel hugs family members during a meeting 
at Rajanagarindra University in Thailand’s southern province of Narathiwat

Israeli strike kills Palestinian 
reporter in Gaza: news agency
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined 

A Palestinian journalist was 
killed in an Israeli air 

strike in the Gaza Strip and 
another was wounded, the of-
ficial Palestinian news agency 
reported yesterday. 

Mohammad Abu Hasira was 
the latest among dozens of 
journalists killed in the month-
long conflict that began with 
Hamas’s October 7 attack on 
southern Israel.

He “was killed in an Israe-
li bombing that targeted his 
house located near the fisher-
men’s port west of Gaza City,” 
said the WAFA news agency, 
where he worked.

WAFA reported that Abu Ha-
sira “and 42 members of his 
family, including his sons and 
brothers” were killed in the 
strike. The Hamas-run news 
press service in the Gaza Strip 
said the bombardment that 
killed Abu Hasira took place 
overnight between Sunday 
and Monday, but that his body 
was only found in the rubble 
on Tuesday. On Thursday, the 
official Palestinian TV station 

said one of its correspondents 
in the Gaza Strip was killed 
in an Israeli air strike in the 
southern Gaza Strip.

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) said Monday 
that at least 37 journalists and 
media employees (32 Palestini-
ans, four Israelis, one Lebanese 
citizen) had been killed since 
the start of the war.

In a separate incident, a 
journalist with Lebanese Al-
Mayadeen television channel 
filed a police complaint against 
an Israeli journalist who she 
alleged had “intimidated” her.

Hana Mohamed said Israe-
li journalist Haim Etgar con-
fronted her at a post office 
after allegedly impersonating 
a postal employee and “threat-
ening” her.

South African 
minister robbed 
at gunpoint
AFP | Johannesburg, South 
Africa

A South African minister 
said yesterday she had a 

gun pointed at her head be-
fore being  robbed and her 
bodyguards’ weapons sto-
len in what police called an 
“unprecedented incident”

Transport Minister Sin-
disiwe Chikunga said she 
was  unhurt but traumatised 
by the ordeal in the early 
hours of Monday.

“I am in one piece,” Chi-
kunga told a parliamenta-
ry committee on Tuesday. 
“The whole experience was 
very traumatising and dev-
astating.”

Chikunga’s car was forced 
to stop on a highway south 
of Johannesburg, after the 
tyres were punctured by 
spikes, the transport min-
istry said.

As her bodyguards got out 
of the vehicle to change the 
tyres, three “well-dressed” 
gunmen wearing balacla-
vas appeared and disarmed 
them, Chikunga said.

“They opened my door... 
pointed a gun to my head 
and ordered me to come 
out,” she said.

Police said the robbers 
stole personal belongings 
and two South African Po-
lice Service (SAPS) pistols.

Chikunga said her lap-
top and phone were among 
the items stolen, adding the 
gunmen demanded money 
but she was carrying only 
200 rand ($10).

“A manhunt has since 
been launched following 
this unprecedented inci-
dent and to bring to book 
those responsible,” said 
police spokeswoman Ath-
lenda Mathe.  Involving a 
high-profile official with an 
armed security detail, the 
incident is striking even in 
crime-ridden South Africa.

UAE to set up 150-bed field 
hospital in Gaza: official media

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

The United Arab Emirates is 
to set up a field hospital in 

the Gaza Strip, official media 
said after the death toll from 
the war between Israel and 
Hamas passed 10,000, accord-
ing to the Hamas-run health 
ministry.

Five aircraft flew out of Abu 
Dhabi for Arish in northern 
Egypt carrying equipment and 
supplies for the 150-bed facili-
ty, WAM news agency said late 
Monday. An official contacted 
by AFP said there was no im-
mediate information on how 

the equipment will be trans-
ferred to Gaza, where there is 
only one operational border 
point, the Rafah crossing near 
Arish. The hospital’s facilities 
will include anaesthetics and 
surgery, gynaecology and in-
tensive care units “catering 
to both children and adults”, 
WAM said.

Since the start of hostil-
ities, 14 out of 35 hospitals 
with inpatient capacities have 
stopped functioning and 71 
per cent of all primary care 
facilities across Gaza have shut 
down due to damage or lack of 
fuel, OCHA says.

Indonesia denies Israel claim over Gaza hospital
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia denied yesterday an 
Israeli claim that a hospital 

built in Gaza using Indonesian 
funding sits atop a network of 
Hamas tunnels and is located near 
a launchpad for rocket attacks.

The hospital, situated in the 
north of the Gaza Strip near the 
fortified border with Israel, was 
built using Indonesian charity 
funds.

“The Indonesian Hospital in 
Gaza is a facility built by the Indo-
nesian people entirely for human-
itarian purposes and to serve the 
medical needs of the Palestinian 
people in Gaza,” Indonesia’s for-
eign ministry said in a statement 
yesterday. 

The statement came a day after 
Israeli military spokesman Daniel 
Hagari said the Indonesian Hos-
pital had been built at a site that 
sat on top of a network of Hamas 
tunnels.

He also said Hamas was using 
a nearby area as a base to launch 
rockets into Israel.

“I will show you the reason 

why they built the hospital there. 
Unsurprisingly, Hamas built the 
hospital on top of their infra-
structures,” Hagari said in a vid-
eo statement posted by the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) on YouTube.

“Here, the IDF identified a 

launch pad, meaning they launch 
rockets from here,” he added, 
pointing to what he said was pho-
tographic evidence of his claim.

Iqbal refuted the claims about 
the hospital, which, like other 
medical centres in war-ravaged 

Gaza, is currently treating pa-
tients far beyond its capacity.

The Indonesian charity that 
operates the hospital, MER-C, also 
denied the facility was used by 
Hamas.

“What Israel accused us of 

can be a precondition for them 
to launch an attack at the In-
donesian hospital in Gaza,” 
M E R - C  c h i e f  S a r b i n i  A b -
dul Murad said in Jakarta on  
Monday.

The “IDF’s accusation is a pre-

condition to justify attacks against 
us, therefore we need to debunk 
it”, Murad added.

Hamas has repeatedly denied 
Israeli accusations that hospitals 
and other civilian infrastructure 
are being used by its operatives.

Hundreds line up in Gaza to flee 
through Egypt crossing

Hundreds of Palestinian for-
eign passport holders waited on 
Tuesday inside the war-stricken 
and besieged Gaza Strip to escape 
through the Rafah crossing with 
Egypt.

While most still queued nerv-
ously, the first arrivals were 
seen on the Egyptian side where 
paramedics transferred an in-
jured woman on a stretcher into 
an ambulance to rush her to a  
hospital.

Yesterday was set to mark the 
fifth day on which Gaza’s sole 
land crossing not controlled by Is-
rael has opened in the past week, 
to wounded Palestinians as well 
as foreigners and Palestinian dual 
nationals.

Gazans raise white flags to flee Israeli onslaught on foot
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Clutching makeshift white 
flags, Gazans made their 

way in between dead bodies and 
Israeli troops yesterday as they 
followed Israel’s orders to flee 
across the Palestinian territory.

“It was so scary,” said Ola al-
Ghul, one of the masses of Gazan 
civilians displaced in the month-
old war between Israel and Ha-
mas. “We held our hands up and 
we kept walking. There were 
so many of us, we were holding 
white flags,” she said. 

The majority of the Gaza 
Strip’s 2.4 million residents have 
been displaced by the fighting, 

with around 1.5 million fleeing 
within the territory according to 
the United Nations.

Clutching one of her toddlers, 
Amira al-Sakani recalled Israel’s 
repeated air drops of flyers, seen 

by AFP, telling civilians to flee to 
the south.

“We came by foot from the cen-
tre of Gaza to the south,” she said. 
“I was not expecting the distance 
to be that long.”

On the way, Sakani saw “bodies 
of martyrs, some in pieces”.

“We want peace, enough is 
enough, we are tired, we want a 
happy future,” she said.

Haitham Noureddine said 
he walked four kilometres (2.5 
miles) with his mother and other 
relatives until they reached the 
southern Bureij refugee camp.

He told AFP the family left their 
Gaza City home near Al-Shifa 
hospital, due to the heavy bom-
bardment in the area, and saw de-
composing bodies en route. The 
Israeli military says its troops 
have encircled Gaza City but will 
allow civilians to leave the north.

Dead children in Gaza is world’s ‘moral failing’: Red Cross
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

A month after the war between 
Israel and Hamas erupted, the 

Red Cross demanded yesterday an 
end to the horrific suffering of 
civilians, and especially children, 
decrying a “moral failing”.

“One month on, civilians in 
Gaza and Israel are being forced 
to endure tremendous suffering 
and loss. This needs to stop,” the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) said in a state-
ment.

“Massive bombardments are 
gutting civilian infrastructure 
across Gaza, sowing seeds of hard-
ship for generations to come,” the 
ICRC statement said.

The organisation’s president 
Mirjana Spoljaric said she had 
been particularly shocked to see 
the suffering that children have 
had to endure.

“Children have been ripped 
from their families and held hos-
tage. In Gaza, ICRC surgeons treat 
toddlers whose skin is charred 
from widespread burns,” she said 
in the statement. “The images 
of suffering, dead and wounded 
children will haunt us all. This is 
a moral failing,” she added.

Spoljaric also called for the im-

mediate release of hostages seized 
by Hamas.“They play no part in 
this conflict and we reiterate our 
offer as neutral actor to facilitate 
any future release operation,” she 
said. “Until then we continue all 
our efforts to urge Hamas and all 
those with influence to allow ICRC 
personnel to visit the hostages,” 
she added.

The organisation insisted that 
all parties to the conflict “must 
uphold their obligations under 
international humanitarian law 
and spare all civilians from the 
conduct of military operations.”

It pointed out that the military 

siege of Gaza had deprived people 
there of food, water and medicine, 
and warned that the “sparse aid” 
trickling in was not able to pro-
vide people with the essentials 
to survive.

“Safe and sustained humani-
tarian access across Gaza is ur-
gently needed,” it said, stressing 
that “critical services like health 
care, water, and electricity must 
be immediately restored in Gaza 
as a lifesaving priority.”

It also decried attacks on health-
care, emphasising that “scenes of 
damaged hospitals and ambulanc-
es are unacceptable”.

Confiscated French love letters 
finally opened after 265 years
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Undelivered letters written 
to French sailors during 

an 18th century war between 
Britain and France have final-
ly been opened and studied 
-- after more than 250 years 
gathering dust.

The unread letters have pro-
vided a rare insight into the 
lives of sailors and their fami-
lies in the 1700s, from the wife 
of a senior naval officer to an 
elderly mother chastising her 
son for not writing.

The Royal Navy seized the 
messages during the Seven 
Years’ War, a global conflict 
that ended in 1763 that saw 
Britain and France lead rival 
alliances.

“I could spend the night 
writing to you... I am your 
forever faithful wife,” wrote 
Marie Dubosc to her husband 
Louis Chamberlain, the first 
lieutenant of a French warship 
in 1758.

“Good night, my dear friend. 
It is midnight. I think it is time 
for me to rest.”

Unknown to Marie, her hus-
band’s ship, the Galatee, had 

been captured by the British, 
researchers at the University 
of Cambridge found.

Louis never received the let-
ter and his wife died the fol-
lowing year, almost certainly 
before he was released by the 
British.

In another missive dated 
January 27, 1758, the mother of 
young sailor Nicolas Quesnel 
from Normandy takes him to 
task about his lack of commu-
nication.

“I think more about you than 
you about me... In any case I 
wish you a happy new year 
filled with blessings of the 
Lord,” 61-year-old Marguerite 
wrote in a letter probably dic-
tated to someone else.

“I think I am for the tomb, I 
have been ill for three weeks. 
Give my compliments to Varin 
(a shipmate), it is only his wife 
who gives me your news,” she 
added.

The Galatee was captured 
by the British en route from 
Bordeaux to Quebec in 1758.

British Admiralty officials 
at the time deemed the letters 
of no military significance and 
the vast majority languished in 
the archives, unopened, until 
they attracted the attention of 
Cambridge history professor 
Renaud Morieux.

“I only ordered the box out 
of curiosity,” said Morieux, 
whose findings were pub-
lished on Tuesday in the jour-
nal “Annales. Histoire, Scienc-
es Sociales”.

Palestinians fleeing Gaza City towards the southern areas walk on a road Palestinians pull a child from debris

An aerial view shows the compound of Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

People flee following air strikes on a neighbourhood in the al-Maghazi refugee camp

A picture taken from southern Israel near the border with the Gaza Strip shows 
Israeli army vehicles crossing back into Israel from Gaza

Palestinians cry following the death of relatives

Israeli soldiers during operations in 
northern Gaza

Israel falls silent to mark one month 
since Hamas attacks
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Quiet sobs pierced memori-
al speeches and mourning 

crowds lit candles as Israel 
briefly fell silent yesterday, 
marking one month since the 
deadly Hamas attacks of Octo-
ber 7 plunged it into war.

At Jerusalem’s Hebrew Uni-
versity around 1,000 people 
observed a minute of silence 
and recited prayers for the 
1,400 killed, mostly civilians, 

in the worst attack on Israel 
since its founding in 1948.

“The atrocities left a hor-
rible mark,” said university 
president Asher Cohen. “But 
there is hope. There will be  
rebirth.”

As they remembered the 
dead, the bloodiest Gaza war 
yet raged on in Israel’s cam-
paign to destroy Hamas and 
has claimed more than 10,300 
lives according to the Ha-
mas-run health ministry.

Displaced Palestinians prepare food in front of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNWRA) school at the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central 
Gaza Strip
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Roman Emperor Theodosius de-
clares Christian religion the state 
religion

1st meeting of Aztec Emper-
or Moctezuma II and Spanish 
Conquistador Hernán Cortés 

in Tenochtitlan, Mexico

 William Penn presents 
Charter of Privileges, guar-
anteed religious freedom for 
the colony in Pennsylvania

German physicist Wilhelm Röntgen 
produces and detects electromagnetic 
radiation in a wavelength range today 

known as X-rays or Röntgen rays
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Pleasure to welcome 
His Majesty the King 

of Bhutan, Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuk to 
India. We had very warm 
and positive discussions 
on various facets of the 
unique and exemplary 
India-Bhutan relation-
ship. Deeply value His 
Majesty’s vision for the 
development and well 
being of the friendly peo-
ple of Bhutan.

@narendramodi

Thinking about the 
hostages seized from 

#Israel a month ago dur-
ing the shocking attacks 
by Hamas. When I spoke 
with some of the fami-
lies last month, their pain 
was palpable. @WHO

 reiterates its call for the 
immediate release of the 

hostages, many of whom 
are fragile, with medical 
conditions.

@DrTedros

Over 2,200 trains run 
on the Northeast 

Corridor every day serv-
ing 800,000 passengers. 
It’s the busiest corridor 
in the United States – and 
one of the busiest in the 
world. Today, it gets the 
investment it deserves.

@POTUS

More  @ UN  a id 
workers have been 

killed in recent weeks 
than in any comparable 
period in the history of 
our organization. I join 
in the mourning of 89 of 
our @UNRWA  colleagues 
who have been killed in 
Gaza – many of them 
with members of their 
family.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u A luxury resort operator 
in Singapore said yesterday that 
the personal data of about 665,000 
members of its shopping loyalty 
programme had been hacked. 
The breach of Marina Bay Sands 
was the latest in a string of major 
cybersecurity incidents reported in the 
city-state. Last week public healthcare 
institutions had their internet access 
disrupted by a flood of malicious traffic in a 
so-called distributed denial of service (DDoS) 
attack. Marina Bay Sands, which is owned 
by US casino giant Las Vegas Sands, said it 
became aware of the “data security incident” 
on October 20, according to an email sent to some customers on Tuesday and 
seen by AFP. “Investigations have since determined that an unknown third 
party accessed customer data of about 665,000 non-casino rewards programme 
members,” the message from chief operating officer Paul Town said.

u The trial of the man who allegedly attacked the husband of US politician 
Nancy Pelosi with a hammer in the couple’s California home got under way 

Monday. A jury was being selected in the federal trial 
of David DePape, who is charged with the assault 
of Paul Pelosi and the attempted kidnapping of the 
then-speaker of the US House of Representatives in 
October 2022. Prosecutors say DePape earlier admitted 
to breaking into the Pelosis’ San Francisco residence 
with the intention of getting the senior Democrat to 

acknowledge her party’s “lies” on pain of smashing 
her kneecaps. But finding only her then-82-year-old 
husband at home, he engaged in what he told officers 
was a “pretty amicable” exchange, during which Pelosi 
managed to call for help from law enforcement.

u President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said yesterday that Ukraine 
had deployed more Western air defence systems, as 
it braces for a second full winter of Russian attacks 
on energy facilities. Kyiv has said it is bolstering 
defences to protect key infrastructure ahead of 
winter, fearing a renewed Russian aerial onslaught 
during the cold months. Systematic strikes by 
Moscow’s forces last year targeted Ukraine’s energy 
grid, leaving thousands without heating or electricity 
in freezing temperatures for long periods. “I received 
reports on the receipt of ammunition, hardware and 
equipment over the past day,” Zelensky said on social 
media. “Additional NASAMS systems from partners have been put on combat 
duty. Timely reinforcement of our air defence before winter,” he added.  Zelensky 
has been calling on Western allies to provide additional arms ahead of winter to 
fend off feared Russian attacks.
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hacked

Israeli forces have encircled 
Gaza City where they say 
Hamas’s main command 
and control facilities are 

located. The Israeli military 
has repeatedly called on Pal-
estinian civilians to evacuate 

and move south.
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EU boosts funds for Jordan as 
Mideast war rages
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU yesterday  an-
nounced more than 900 

million euros in aid for Jordan 
after European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen 
met King Abdullah II for talks 
dominated by the Israel-Ha-
mas war.

Von der Leyen thanked the 
Jordanian king for “his critical 
stabilising role in the region,” 
amid fears that the conflict, 
which has left thousands dead, 
could spill over to other coun-
tries.

The two leaders did not hold 
a press conference after the 
meeting.

On social media however, 
von der Leyen said the talks in-
cluded Israel’s military offen-
sive against Gaza in response 
to the October 7 attacks by 
Hamas, which controls the 
Palestinian territory.

Jordan is among countries 
in the region that fears a mass 
exodus from Gaza.

“I reiterated my position on 
no forced displacement of Pal-
estinians from Gaza and the 
EU’s support for a two-state 
solution,” von der Leyen said.

A statement said “discus-
sions focused on recent de-
velopments and the need to 
avoid a negative spill-over 
in the region, where Jor-
dan plays a key stabilising  
role”.

It said the EU support pack-
age was worth 902 million 
euros ($963 million) -- 402 
million euros in grants and 500 
million euros in European In-
vestment Bank loans.

Von der Leyen said the mon-
ey was to bolster “Jordan’s re-
form process and modernisa-
tion of its economy”.

The bulk of it was to go to 
improving water supplies in 
the parched kingdom, while 
other funding would go to 
youth education and tourism 
schemes, and improving ener-
gy efficiency.

A Thai student returning from Israel hugs family members during a meeting 
at Rajanagarindra University in Thailand’s southern province of Narathiwat

Israeli strike kills Palestinian 
reporter in Gaza: news agency
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined 

A Palestinian journalist was 
killed in an Israeli air 

strike in the Gaza Strip and 
another was wounded, the of-
ficial Palestinian news agency 
reported yesterday. 

Mohammad Abu Hasira was 
the latest among dozens of 
journalists killed in the month-
long conflict that began with 
Hamas’s October 7 attack on 
southern Israel.

He “was killed in an Israe-
li bombing that targeted his 
house located near the fisher-
men’s port west of Gaza City,” 
said the WAFA news agency, 
where he worked.

WAFA reported that Abu Ha-
sira “and 42 members of his 
family, including his sons and 
brothers” were killed in the 
strike. The Hamas-run news 
press service in the Gaza Strip 
said the bombardment that 
killed Abu Hasira took place 
overnight between Sunday 
and Monday, but that his body 
was only found in the rubble 
on Tuesday. On Thursday, the 
official Palestinian TV station 

said one of its correspondents 
in the Gaza Strip was killed 
in an Israeli air strike in the 
southern Gaza Strip.

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) said Monday 
that at least 37 journalists and 
media employees (32 Palestini-
ans, four Israelis, one Lebanese 
citizen) had been killed since 
the start of the war.

In a separate incident, a 
journalist with Lebanese Al-
Mayadeen television channel 
filed a police complaint against 
an Israeli journalist who she 
alleged had “intimidated” her.

Hana Mohamed said Israe-
li journalist Haim Etgar con-
fronted her at a post office 
after allegedly impersonating 
a postal employee and “threat-
ening” her.

South African 
minister robbed 
at gunpoint
AFP | Johannesburg, South 
Africa

A South African minister 
said yesterday she had a 

gun pointed at her head be-
fore being  robbed and her 
bodyguards’ weapons sto-
len in what police called an 
“unprecedented incident”

Transport Minister Sin-
disiwe Chikunga said she 
was  unhurt but traumatised 
by the ordeal in the early 
hours of Monday.

“I am in one piece,” Chi-
kunga told a parliamenta-
ry committee on Tuesday. 
“The whole experience was 
very traumatising and dev-
astating.”

Chikunga’s car was forced 
to stop on a highway south 
of Johannesburg, after the 
tyres were punctured by 
spikes, the transport min-
istry said.

As her bodyguards got out 
of the vehicle to change the 
tyres, three “well-dressed” 
gunmen wearing balacla-
vas appeared and disarmed 
them, Chikunga said.

“They opened my door... 
pointed a gun to my head 
and ordered me to come 
out,” she said.

Police said the robbers 
stole personal belongings 
and two South African Po-
lice Service (SAPS) pistols.

Chikunga said her lap-
top and phone were among 
the items stolen, adding the 
gunmen demanded money 
but she was carrying only 
200 rand ($10).

“A manhunt has since 
been launched following 
this unprecedented inci-
dent and to bring to book 
those responsible,” said 
police spokeswoman Ath-
lenda Mathe.  Involving a 
high-profile official with an 
armed security detail, the 
incident is striking even in 
crime-ridden South Africa.

UAE to set up 150-bed field 
hospital in Gaza: official media

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

The United Arab Emirates is 
to set up a field hospital in 

the Gaza Strip, official media 
said after the death toll from 
the war between Israel and 
Hamas passed 10,000, accord-
ing to the Hamas-run health 
ministry.

Five aircraft flew out of Abu 
Dhabi for Arish in northern 
Egypt carrying equipment and 
supplies for the 150-bed facili-
ty, WAM news agency said late 
Monday. An official contacted 
by AFP said there was no im-
mediate information on how 

the equipment will be trans-
ferred to Gaza, where there is 
only one operational border 
point, the Rafah crossing near 
Arish. The hospital’s facilities 
will include anaesthetics and 
surgery, gynaecology and in-
tensive care units “catering 
to both children and adults”, 
WAM said.

Since the start of hostil-
ities, 14 out of 35 hospitals 
with inpatient capacities have 
stopped functioning and 71 
per cent of all primary care 
facilities across Gaza have shut 
down due to damage or lack of 
fuel, OCHA says.

Indonesia denies Israel claim over Gaza hospital
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia denied yesterday an 
Israeli claim that a hospital 

built in Gaza using Indonesian 
funding sits atop a network of 
Hamas tunnels and is located near 
a launchpad for rocket attacks.

The hospital, situated in the 
north of the Gaza Strip near the 
fortified border with Israel, was 
built using Indonesian charity 
funds.

“The Indonesian Hospital in 
Gaza is a facility built by the Indo-
nesian people entirely for human-
itarian purposes and to serve the 
medical needs of the Palestinian 
people in Gaza,” Indonesia’s for-
eign ministry said in a statement 
yesterday. 

The statement came a day after 
Israeli military spokesman Daniel 
Hagari said the Indonesian Hos-
pital had been built at a site that 
sat on top of a network of Hamas 
tunnels.

He also said Hamas was using 
a nearby area as a base to launch 
rockets into Israel.

“I will show you the reason 

why they built the hospital there. 
Unsurprisingly, Hamas built the 
hospital on top of their infra-
structures,” Hagari said in a vid-
eo statement posted by the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) on YouTube.

“Here, the IDF identified a 

launch pad, meaning they launch 
rockets from here,” he added, 
pointing to what he said was pho-
tographic evidence of his claim.

Iqbal refuted the claims about 
the hospital, which, like other 
medical centres in war-ravaged 

Gaza, is currently treating pa-
tients far beyond its capacity.

The Indonesian charity that 
operates the hospital, MER-C, also 
denied the facility was used by 
Hamas.

“What Israel accused us of 

can be a precondition for them 
to launch an attack at the In-
donesian hospital in Gaza,” 
M E R - C  c h i e f  S a r b i n i  A b -
dul Murad said in Jakarta on  
Monday.

The “IDF’s accusation is a pre-

condition to justify attacks against 
us, therefore we need to debunk 
it”, Murad added.

Hamas has repeatedly denied 
Israeli accusations that hospitals 
and other civilian infrastructure 
are being used by its operatives.

Hundreds line up in Gaza to flee 
through Egypt crossing

Hundreds of Palestinian for-
eign passport holders waited on 
Tuesday inside the war-stricken 
and besieged Gaza Strip to escape 
through the Rafah crossing with 
Egypt.

While most still queued nerv-
ously, the first arrivals were 
seen on the Egyptian side where 
paramedics transferred an in-
jured woman on a stretcher into 
an ambulance to rush her to a  
hospital.

Yesterday was set to mark the 
fifth day on which Gaza’s sole 
land crossing not controlled by Is-
rael has opened in the past week, 
to wounded Palestinians as well 
as foreigners and Palestinian dual 
nationals.

Gazans raise white flags to flee Israeli onslaught on foot
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Clutching makeshift white 
flags, Gazans made their 

way in between dead bodies and 
Israeli troops yesterday as they 
followed Israel’s orders to flee 
across the Palestinian territory.

“It was so scary,” said Ola al-
Ghul, one of the masses of Gazan 
civilians displaced in the month-
old war between Israel and Ha-
mas. “We held our hands up and 
we kept walking. There were 
so many of us, we were holding 
white flags,” she said. 

The majority of the Gaza 
Strip’s 2.4 million residents have 
been displaced by the fighting, 

with around 1.5 million fleeing 
within the territory according to 
the United Nations.

Clutching one of her toddlers, 
Amira al-Sakani recalled Israel’s 
repeated air drops of flyers, seen 

by AFP, telling civilians to flee to 
the south.

“We came by foot from the cen-
tre of Gaza to the south,” she said. 
“I was not expecting the distance 
to be that long.”

On the way, Sakani saw “bodies 
of martyrs, some in pieces”.

“We want peace, enough is 
enough, we are tired, we want a 
happy future,” she said.

Haitham Noureddine said 
he walked four kilometres (2.5 
miles) with his mother and other 
relatives until they reached the 
southern Bureij refugee camp.

He told AFP the family left their 
Gaza City home near Al-Shifa 
hospital, due to the heavy bom-
bardment in the area, and saw de-
composing bodies en route. The 
Israeli military says its troops 
have encircled Gaza City but will 
allow civilians to leave the north.

Dead children in Gaza is world’s ‘moral failing’: Red Cross
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

A month after the war between 
Israel and Hamas erupted, the 

Red Cross demanded yesterday an 
end to the horrific suffering of 
civilians, and especially children, 
decrying a “moral failing”.

“One month on, civilians in 
Gaza and Israel are being forced 
to endure tremendous suffering 
and loss. This needs to stop,” the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) said in a state-
ment.

“Massive bombardments are 
gutting civilian infrastructure 
across Gaza, sowing seeds of hard-
ship for generations to come,” the 
ICRC statement said.

The organisation’s president 
Mirjana Spoljaric said she had 
been particularly shocked to see 
the suffering that children have 
had to endure.

“Children have been ripped 
from their families and held hos-
tage. In Gaza, ICRC surgeons treat 
toddlers whose skin is charred 
from widespread burns,” she said 
in the statement. “The images 
of suffering, dead and wounded 
children will haunt us all. This is 
a moral failing,” she added.

Spoljaric also called for the im-

mediate release of hostages seized 
by Hamas.“They play no part in 
this conflict and we reiterate our 
offer as neutral actor to facilitate 
any future release operation,” she 
said. “Until then we continue all 
our efforts to urge Hamas and all 
those with influence to allow ICRC 
personnel to visit the hostages,” 
she added.

The organisation insisted that 
all parties to the conflict “must 
uphold their obligations under 
international humanitarian law 
and spare all civilians from the 
conduct of military operations.”

It pointed out that the military 

siege of Gaza had deprived people 
there of food, water and medicine, 
and warned that the “sparse aid” 
trickling in was not able to pro-
vide people with the essentials 
to survive.

“Safe and sustained humani-
tarian access across Gaza is ur-
gently needed,” it said, stressing 
that “critical services like health 
care, water, and electricity must 
be immediately restored in Gaza 
as a lifesaving priority.”

It also decried attacks on health-
care, emphasising that “scenes of 
damaged hospitals and ambulanc-
es are unacceptable”.

Confiscated French love letters 
finally opened after 265 years
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Undelivered letters written 
to French sailors during 

an 18th century war between 
Britain and France have final-
ly been opened and studied 
-- after more than 250 years 
gathering dust.

The unread letters have pro-
vided a rare insight into the 
lives of sailors and their fami-
lies in the 1700s, from the wife 
of a senior naval officer to an 
elderly mother chastising her 
son for not writing.

The Royal Navy seized the 
messages during the Seven 
Years’ War, a global conflict 
that ended in 1763 that saw 
Britain and France lead rival 
alliances.

“I could spend the night 
writing to you... I am your 
forever faithful wife,” wrote 
Marie Dubosc to her husband 
Louis Chamberlain, the first 
lieutenant of a French warship 
in 1758.

“Good night, my dear friend. 
It is midnight. I think it is time 
for me to rest.”

Unknown to Marie, her hus-
band’s ship, the Galatee, had 

been captured by the British, 
researchers at the University 
of Cambridge found.

Louis never received the let-
ter and his wife died the fol-
lowing year, almost certainly 
before he was released by the 
British.

In another missive dated 
January 27, 1758, the mother of 
young sailor Nicolas Quesnel 
from Normandy takes him to 
task about his lack of commu-
nication.

“I think more about you than 
you about me... In any case I 
wish you a happy new year 
filled with blessings of the 
Lord,” 61-year-old Marguerite 
wrote in a letter probably dic-
tated to someone else.

“I think I am for the tomb, I 
have been ill for three weeks. 
Give my compliments to Varin 
(a shipmate), it is only his wife 
who gives me your news,” she 
added.

The Galatee was captured 
by the British en route from 
Bordeaux to Quebec in 1758.

British Admiralty officials 
at the time deemed the letters 
of no military significance and 
the vast majority languished in 
the archives, unopened, until 
they attracted the attention of 
Cambridge history professor 
Renaud Morieux.

“I only ordered the box out 
of curiosity,” said Morieux, 
whose findings were pub-
lished on Tuesday in the jour-
nal “Annales. Histoire, Scienc-
es Sociales”.

Palestinians fleeing Gaza City towards the southern areas walk on a road Palestinians pull a child from debris

An aerial view shows the compound of Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

People flee following air strikes on a neighbourhood in the al-Maghazi refugee camp

A picture taken from southern Israel near the border with the Gaza Strip shows 
Israeli army vehicles crossing back into Israel from Gaza

Palestinians cry following the death of relatives

Israeli soldiers during operations in 
northern Gaza

Israel falls silent to mark one month 
since Hamas attacks
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Quiet sobs pierced memori-
al speeches and mourning 

crowds lit candles as Israel 
briefly fell silent yesterday, 
marking one month since the 
deadly Hamas attacks of Octo-
ber 7 plunged it into war.

At Jerusalem’s Hebrew Uni-
versity around 1,000 people 
observed a minute of silence 
and recited prayers for the 
1,400 killed, mostly civilians, 

in the worst attack on Israel 
since its founding in 1948.

“The atrocities left a hor-
rible mark,” said university 
president Asher Cohen. “But 
there is hope. There will be  
rebirth.”

As they remembered the 
dead, the bloodiest Gaza war 
yet raged on in Israel’s cam-
paign to destroy Hamas and 
has claimed more than 10,300 
lives according to the Ha-
mas-run health ministry.

Displaced Palestinians prepare food in front of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNWRA) school at the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central 
Gaza Strip
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Across
1- Disrespectful back talk; 5- Ticklish doll; 9- Skye cap; 12- Spillane’s “___ Jury”; 13- Scenes; 15- 
Commedia dell’___; 16- Bridle strap; 17- Mgmt.; 18- Fly catcher; 19- Infected; 21- Person-to-person; 
23- Border on; 25- Basic unit of heredity; 26- Tie the knot; 29- Long objects used to row a boat; 
31- Steal livestock; 35- Afore; 36- Meat; 38- Place; 39- Slender; 41- Ruhr city; 43- Longings; 
44- Lager holder; 46- Luster; 48- Born, in France; 49- Informal chat; 51- Capital city of Western 
Samoa; 52- Fashion monogram; 53- Big bash; 55- Cpls.’ superiors; 57- God of dreams; 61- Owl, e.g.; 
65- Not pro; 66- Improvise; 68- Like the White Rabbit; 69- Observed; 70- Connect with; 71- CPR 
experts; 72- Is afflicted with; 73- Redolence; 74- Show to a table;

Down
1- Letter opener; 2- To ___ (perfectly); 3- Pack and send; 4- Actress Berger; 5- Leave empty; 
6- Container cover; 7- Exec’s note; 8- Due (to); 9- Dixie Chicks, e.g.; 10- Env. notation; 11- Allot; 
14- Twisted expression?; 15- Pardon; 20- Native Nigerians; 22- Responsibility; 24- Head lock; 
26- From Cardiff; 27- One of the Muses; 28- Brightest star in Cygnus; 30- “Peter and the Wolf” 
bird; 32- Itty-bitty; 33- Ways to the pins; 34- Ford flop; 37- Hangs on to; 40- Boss; 42- Person who 
lives near another; 45- Flood survivor; 47- Defense grp. since 1949; 50- Sheep cry; 54- Recording 
of acoustic signals; 56- Mends a shoe; 57- Potato preparation; 58- Draft classification; 59- Hwys.; 
60- Go downhill fast?; 62- Domesticated; 63- Bluesy James; 64- Break; 67- How was ___ know?;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Megan Fox: Sometimes 
relationships are a ‘war’

Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Megan Fox be-
lieves rela-
tionships can 

be a “war”.
The ‘Transformers’ ac-

tress - who has three sons 
with ex-husband Brian Aus-

tin Green and is engaged to 
Machine Gun Kelly - explored 

toxic bonds in her new poetry 
collection, ‘Pretty Boys Are Poi-
sonous’, and despite the dark 
subject matter, she insisted 
“ugly” problems can be a way 
to grow and get stronger.

She told People magazine: 
“Relationships are complicat-

ed.
“For most of us it’s not a fairy tale. 

Relationships are not pretty. They are 
ugly. Sometimes they are a war.

“But through a wound enters an 
opportunity to grow and become a 
stronger more whole version of your-
self.”

The 37-year-old beauty kept “the 
majority” of her work out of the book 
because she thought it would be too 
“unsettling” for readers.

She said: “I didn’t even bother 
sending the majority of what I wrote 
to my editor because they were too 
graphic and unsettling for others to  
read.”

But just writing the poems was more 
fulfilling than acting has ever been.

She explained: “Acting doesn’t really 

allow me to express myself fully in the 
way writing does because I’m reading 
someone else’s words under someone 
else’s direction.

“Poetry gives me a space to experi-
ence some catharsis through art.”

The ‘Jennifer’s Body’ actress didn’t 
only use her own life for inspiration 
for her poems.

She said: “It comes from a lot of 
places. Some of it is literal, while oth-
er parts are allegorical. Some poems 
contain a Grimm’s-fairy-tale-type 
element, and others serve the same 
purpose as memes in online culture.

“All of it “is something women can 
relate to.”

And Megan isn’t nervous about 
sending her personal writing into the 
public sphere.

Selena Gomez has 
learned to ‘appreciate’ 
her mental health 
struggles
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Selena Gomez has learned to 
“appreciate” her personal 

struggles.
The 31-year-old pop star re-

vealed in 2020 that she had 
been diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder before she opened up 
about her mental health in the 
2022 documentary ‘My Mind 
and Me’ and reflected that the 
older she gets, she no longer 
feels “held back” by anything.

She told People: “I have to 
say, turning 30 was a good mo-
ment for me. I’m 31 now, and I 
actually truly feel like the old-

er I’ve got-
ten, the 

m o r e 
I ’ v e 

re-

ally appreciat-
ed the struggles 
that I’ve had. And I 
don’t necessarily feel 
like I’m held back by 
anything. I just feel like 
I’ve been honest with the 
world, I’ve been honest 
with myself, I’ve called 
myself out, and I just 
want to be the best ver-
sion of myself.”

The ‘Single Soon’ 
hitmaker - who shot 
to fame in her ear-
ly teens when she 
was cast in the 
leading role 
of Alex Rus-
so in Disney 
Channel sit-
com ‘Wizards 
of Waverly Place - went on to 
assure fans that after all this 
time, she now feels “really 
happy” in herself, especially 
after retailer Sephora agreed 

to donate 100 per cent of 
the sales from her Rare 
Beauty brand to her Rare 
Impact fund in honour of 
World Mental Health Day.
She said: “I’ve done so many 

cool things in my life, but 
there’s never been a moment 
quite like this. I’m so grateful. I 
actually feel that way about my 
gala that’s coming up as well, 
and to know that my partner 
Sephora is actually supportive 
of [my mental health] mission 
is so incredible

Bradley Cooper ‘crashed Gigi 
Hadid’s girls’ night out’
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Br a d l e y  C o o p e r  r e p o r t e d l y 
“crashed” Gigi Hadid’s girls’ night 

out with Taylor Swift over the week-
end.

The 48-year-old actor has been ro-
mantically linked to Gigi, 28, over re-
cent months, and the celebrity duo 
were spotted leaving a nightclub in 
New York City at around 3am on Sun-
day.

A source told ‘Entertainment To-
night’: “After the ladies finished with 
their dinner, they went over to Zero 
Bond and some other friends joined - 
including Bradley Cooper.

“Bradley was there to meet up with 
Gigi. The two of them left the club 
together.”

Gigi spent much of the night with 
some of her showbiz pals, before she 
was seen leaving the club with the 
award-winning actor.

In October, a source 
claimed that Bradley 
felt  “excited” about 
getting to know the  
model.

The source told Dai-
lyMail.com: “Bradley is 
excited about getting to 
know Gigi.

“He hasn’t felt this ex-
citement about a woman 
in a very long time.

Priyanka Chopra Jonas ‘reintroduced’ 
to abs after movie training
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Priyanka Chopra Jonas 
has had a “reintroduc-

tion” to her abs.
The ‘Baywatch’ star, 41, 

says working out for a recent 
film left her torso so defined 
she is now back to wearing 
more crop tops to show 
off the results.

She told the PopSugar 
website: “I was training 
for a movie recently 
and I had a reintroduc-
tion with my abs after 
a long time. I hadn’t 
been confident about 

wearing crop tops and stuff like 
that.

“I was going to a pub-
lic place and I remem-
ber I wore a crop top 
and skirt, and I was 

really nervous 
about it.

“I was like, 
‘Oh man, I’m 
not going to 
be comfort-
able sitting,’ 
and all those 
things that 

y o u  t h i n k 
about  when 
you’re wearing 

a crop top.
“But I felt good because I felt 

healthy, confident, and fit and 
I was really surprised. I wasn’t 
sure when I was walking out 
the door but I was like, ‘Alright, 
I’m going to push myself.’

“And then eventually,  I 
turned around and added that 
into my wardrobe a lot more.”

Priyanka, who has a nine-
month-old daughter Malti with 
her Jonas Brothers star hus-
band Nick Jonas, 31, believes 
getting dressed can be a “ver-
sion” of “confidence” and its 
important to find your own 
path.

Austin Butler is selective 
about the roles he takes on
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Austin Butler has been in-
spired by other actors and 

directors to only take on “cer-
tain types of work”.

The 32-year-old former Dis-
ney star - who shot to fame in 
teen shows such as ‘Hannah 
Montana’ and ‘Zoey 101’ and 
became a massive star after 
playing the late King of Rock 
and Roll in 2022’s ‘Elvis’ biopic 
- thinks carefully before agree-
ing to work as he forms his own 
unique career trajectory.

Speaking to Total Film mag-

azine before the actors and 
writers’ strikes, he said: “I’ve 
been working as an actor 
since I was 12 years old, 
and hoping to do certain 
types of work, and work 
with certain people.

“The thing that’s been 
guiding me is direc-
tors and other 
actors that I 
would  just 
adore work-
ing with.”

T h e 
s t r i k e s 
have seen 

his upcoming movies ‘The Bik-
eriders’ and ‘Dune: Part Two’ 

delayed.
The former was de-

layed after the interview 
was conducted.

The acclaimed drama, 
which also stars Jodie 
Comer and Tom Hardy, 

was due to hit cine-
mas on December 1, 
but it has now been 
left with a question 

mark over the re-
lease date, according 
to The Hollywood 
Reporter.

Megan Fox

Selena Gomez

Priyanka Chopra Austin Butler

Bradley Cooper



VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

Call us on +973 36458394
email : advt@newsofbahrain.comClassifieds

PEARL PAPER PRODUCTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35096838 or pearlpapers.bh@gmail.com
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37722884 or GOVERNMENT@mre.co
FANSO MARKETING & PROMOTION 
ACTIVITIES BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37447677 or SAMELIKE472@GMAIL.
COM
SALOMY CLEANING CONTRACTING CO 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77908555 or 
SALOMYCC@GMAIL.COM
HUAWEI TECHNOLOGIES BAHRAIN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(PROJECT), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33993977 or MOHAMMED.
ALDERAZI@HUAWEI.COM
BONTONI FURNITURE WORKSHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
UPHOLSTERER(FURNITURE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32073500 or 
ALWATTAN.APT@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.
COM
EVET MEDICAL CLINICS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SPECIALISED DOCTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17490707 or ahmedalaahammad@gmail.com
AMARITA GENTS TAILORING WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39197719 or 
RAMDASKKRAM@GMAIL.COM
LOAY CAR SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39611353 or 
LOAY.C.S.353@GMAIL.COM
REGENT CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17722112 or Y-ALALRABI@HOTMAIL.COM
TEA JUNCTION CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33878334 or 
YAHYAALHARAM@GMAIL.COM
RELIANCE FOR FURNITURE CURTAINS AND 
UPHOLSTERY CO.W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER(DECOR), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39625000 or 
BUTALAL@YAHOO.COM
MIMOS FOR CARE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39984333 or 
LOULAH1983@GMAIL.COM
Monsoon restaurant W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34399991 or 
MISHAL@ALGHALIA.COM
TOUCHES STONE CLEANING BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33131142 or 
foj_rehman@yahoo.com
SENORITA CLEANING AND MANAGEMENT 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36527021 or SENORITA.BAH@GMAIL.
COM
ALMAZAIDEH FOR SWEETS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONFECTIONER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34149179 or 
OSAMAALSOUDI82@GMAIL.COM
SUFRYA FOR TRADITIONAL FOOD has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66667077 or 
FATIMA.GHAREEB@GMAIL.COM
TOKAR MODERN BAKERIES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33347547 or 
YAHYA238@ICLOUD.COM
MALACCA  MART W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR AND GENERAL 
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34444113 or BUWAAD82@HOTMAIL.
COM
WALCOA COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17792452 or 
walcoamalakiya@gmail.com
D.CORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77554444 or K.ALTAHER@DCOREBH.
COM
SAHEBT ALANKARA W.L.L has a vacancy 

for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35455430 or 
ABUBOKKORSIDDIK92@GMAIL.COM
AKWAN REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34000448 or RAIDAN@HAQBAZ.COM
JUFFAIR BOULEVARD HOTEL & 
SUITES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35475656 or HR@
JUFFAIRBOULEVARD.COM
AMYAR DESIGN has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39892211 or AMYAR.
DESIGN@GMAIL.COM
RESILIENT CLEANING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35006766 or 
7.starcleaning.groupco@gmail.com
SADEED FOR TECHNOLOGY AND 
BUSINESS SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANCY AFFAIRS 
INSTRUCTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17777910 or ADEL@SADEEDTECH.
COM
AL JAZEERA SECURITY CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822202 or info@jssbahrain.com
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37722884 or GOVERNMENT@mre.co
ADNAN HUSSAIN INFORMATION SERVICE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37211032 or ASIMVIRK220@GMAIL.
COM
BISNETO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34546268 or noora.jasim98@gmail.com
ALJOKER FOR TOBACCO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33296565 or ALIYAHYA33178209@GMAIL.
COM
SHEQAIL PHONES & SATELLITE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33604000 or MANSOOR_MAHA@HOTMAIL.
COM
AHMAD SOHAIL SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36582525 or ARAHEEL985@GMAIL.COM
TAJ MAHAL TOWERS CONTRACTING 
AND GENERAL TRADE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36233838 or 
BADARMOHAMMAD186@YAHOO.COM
143 RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33704583 or 
KAMRANALI7600150@GMAIL.COM
MIRACLE FINDER VISITOR SERVICE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32110104 or OVERLLC1@GMAIL.COM
SKENAR FOR  TRADE SALE OF 
ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC 
HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39008114 or SARBJEET2003@YAHOO.COM
MAHER ALTAF  SERVICES  CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33981084 or ALTAFGI1234@GMAIL.COM
SUNSET COFFEE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33555083 or 
NEENAKUTTATH@GMAIL.COM
NINU PRO SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34561904 or 
NIDUSERVICESBH@GMAIL.COM
V PERFUMES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17550470 or 
AYMAN.H.ALMUTAWA@GMAIL.COM
ALRIFAH TRADING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66627665 or 
IMRAN.CH19@YAHOO.COM
AYWA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33514410 or ELITEGC.
AY@GMAIL.COM
FREEJNA BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33334745 or 
SWEEGHOST69@GMAIL.COM
TOY JOYS GLOBAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 39126361 or 
SAJADTK44@GMAIL.COM
UPPAR DIR FOR CARGO HANDLING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35109470 or 
AHMADSARDARBI@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD TALHA BUSINESS 
SUPPORT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34489142 or 
MUHAMMEDTTALH.2001@GMAIL.COM
NADEEM BHAI CLEANING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36361633 or NG5517291@GMAIL.COM
YELLOW ZONE SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66348055 or MUJAHID01123@GMAIL.COM
IMPRESA CONSTRUCTION CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33654617 or 
IMPRESACONSTRUCTIONWLL@GMAIL.
COM
SHAZIB HABIB CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37358571 or SHM.BAHRAIN@GMAIL.
COM
IMRAN KHAN REAL ESTATE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36103666 or SAIF.ISLAM8484@GMAIL.COM
SALEM HASAN CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34128810 or SALEMHASANVH1@GMAIL.
COM
REEM FEEM INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34000816 or ISA7MUHAMMAD2022@
GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA MOHAMED ABDULLA ALNOAIMI 
( LASAIFI 1 / 11753 ) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39293782 or 
alahamedthenai@gamail.com
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17551111 or hr.admin@hajihassan.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh
Braas Workshop w.l.l has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR AND GENERAL 
FOREMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17701006 or HR@ACTBH.COM
AL REEM GATE CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FIRE & SAFETY 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39771192 or inter.island.bh@gmail.com
ALEZZ CONTRACTING & MECHANICAL 
SERVICES CO.W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17258381 or admin@
alezzco.com
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39770606 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT 
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
USMANS WORLD PERSONAL EVENTS 
PLANNERS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33704554 or USMAN_DC@YAHOO.
COM
Dima PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING CO 
. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33846661 or delmonpalacecontracting@
gmail.com
Saleh Al Abdullah Al Muhanna & Partners 
Trading & Contracting Co has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977021 or 
INFO@SMCOCONTRACTING.COM
HARLEEN SPECIALIZED CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 

WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33615001 or BITTUSANDHU530@
GMAIL.COM
NESTO HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
A J M KOOHEJI GROUP BSC CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17403304 or 
lmra@AJMKOOHEJI.COM
ASIA JEWELLERS B.S.C CLOSED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SHOP 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17534444 or hrbpm@asiajewellers.com
AIRMECH COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17768200 or 
AIRMECH.BAHRAIN@AIRMECH.NET
Uco Engineering W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36216664 or 
hr@bakgroup.net
Nidukki Trading Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17456218 or 
OPERATIONS@NIDUKKI.BH
TIKKA AND KABAB AMEEN (Simple 
Commandite Company) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39624680 or info@
dividendgatecapital.com
STAR TECHNICAL AND TRADING SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WIREMAN(ELECTRICAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17783780 or 
STARTECH@BATELCO.COM.BH
AHMED HAMAD JASSIM ALJOWDER 
CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17673922 or HAMAD691@HOTMAIL.COM
ITALIAN PRODUCTS CENTRE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17778619 or bassem@3csbahrain.com
EUROPEAN PASTRY CENTRE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17717330 or 
mmcobin@gmail.com
ALBANKI FOR FRESH FISH has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36659998 or 
ALIALBANKI454@GMAIL.COM
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL & 
TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17708888 or 
lmra@mmetc.com
ABU MAHMOOD ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39248626 or futuredocument@gmail.com
ALWAFA SPARE PARTS BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39548970 or 
ALBARAKACLEARING@GMAIL.COM
AL REEM GATE CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FIRE & SAFETY 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39771192 or inter.island.bh@gmail.com
ALJANOOB SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36292745 or 
MRADC2020@GMAIL.COM
ALNASEEM ICE CREAM has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33835614 or hanano.
herz71@gmail.com
RABT AL-REFAEN MOBILE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17553226 or 
GHANEMALATTAWI@GMAIL.COM
KING KARAK CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39857572 or HIND.
ALTHAWADI@GMAIL.COM
Adison World Garage has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33009736 or BU-
KHALID-@HOTMAIL.COM
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830330 or info@esmaelylenzohm.com
ALAZHAR CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17702454 or mohdnew28@gmail.com
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or HR@RAMSIS.COM.BH
ORANGE CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39145155 or CARGO.DOLPHIN@YAHOO.
COM
NASS SCAFFORM CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
AL AHBAB TRADING WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17125204 or ALAHBAB.
CO@HOTMAIL.COM
NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT 
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17404949 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Saleh Al Abdullah Al Muhanna & Partners 
Trading & Contracting Co has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977021 or 
INFO@SMCOCONTRACTING.COM
ALDALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17252256 or 
ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.COM
ZANGUL AUTO SERVICES STATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38151111 or ZAKIR34582@GMAIL.COM
TOGOS MARKETING SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34569303 or VISTAWORLDBH@GMAIL.COM
NESTO HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
BAHAR ALFADHEELA FOR VEGETABLES 
AND FRUITS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17701707 or 
MO7J2MEELALABB2S@GMAIL.COM
YOKOGAWA MIDDLE EAST & AFRICA 
B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DATA ANALYST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17358169 or sumedha.
munasinghe@yokogawa.com
ALMAROONI RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39466599 or HUSSAIN.
RADHI@AHLIUNITED.COM
MISTER MACHINE B.S.C c has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SHOVEL OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36566116 or TAHAABDULLA@MISTER-
MACHINE.COM
CITY GLASSES W L L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EMPLOYEE(OPERATING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39813203 or acityglass@yahoo.com
GEORGIA FASHIONS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36954445 or 
J.KHAMDAN@HOTMAIL.COM
DISCOVER REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39636858 or ATTAR88@
HOTMAIL.COM
AL REEM GATE CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FIRE & SAFETY 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39771192 or inter.island.bh@gmail.com
GULF DOLPHIN CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER (OPERATIONS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33673742 or dolphin_park@hotmail.com
ALGHALIA W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17710271 or hrvp@
alghalia.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ALI HABIB BIKE SELLING & SPARE PARTS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33684980 or ALIHABIB44ALI@GMAIL.COM
AIRTECH W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17675599 or admin@
airtech.com.bh
EFEL LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33345110 or 
FAOOOHA75@HOTMAIL.COM
QUEEN BEE NAILS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 36864444 or 
A.ALROMAIHI92@GMAIL.COM
ALOUMARI FOR FISH has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39699435 or 
FATIMAMOHD2202@ICLOUD.COM
SMELTERS TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17503158 or OPERATIONS@
SMELTERSTS.COM
ALAYED STORES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39440342 or IS.Ap@
HOTMAIL.COM
FAIZAN CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34056964 or 
FAIZANCONTRACTING66385@GMAIL.COM
HAJWAERI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33650550 or YR728@
LIVE.COM
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39697979 or 
HASSAN800@GMAIL.COM
ALDALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17252256 or 
ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.COM
WATER LINES CONTRACTING EST has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(MARKETING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39840693 or SE.SAMEER60@GMAIL.
COM
BARAAN SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36893541 or 
baraanservices@gmail.com
FAIR FIX WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33240114 or 
ALIALALLALI90@GMAIL.COM
MAZAYA SULTAN CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33601800 or MAZAYA.GM@HOTMAIL.COM
UM MARYAM CLEANING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39601504 or WESAM.
BIZ@HOTMAIL.COM
DRAGON MANS SALON COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33226658 or ARTLANDREALESTATE@
GMAIL.COM
Bahrain Indian School W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17598000 or 
HVERMA@BHAVANSBAHRAIN.COM
ABDUL HAI RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33558826 or KALTHOOM56@GMAIL.COM
FORCE POINT SECURITY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66767587 or Forceps17@gmail.com
Ahmed Sharif Furniture Factory W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17403403 or Rayees@asfbahrain.com
Saleh Al Abdullah Al Muhanna & Partners 
Trading & Contracting Co has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977021 or 
INFO@SMCOCONTRACTING.COM
NARENDRA JEWELLERY DESIGN CO - 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP CO. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33289619 or SAMANTASANAT44@
GMAIL.COM
SEPCOIII BAHRAIN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66331128 or fatima@
sepco3.com
Best Choice  Furnishing Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT 
(SALARY), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39669786 or HANEEFALANFAL@
GMAIL.COM
HIRA CAR CARE CO WLL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38970402 or 
sadathalameen@gmail.com
Cafe Sego W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17211152 or info@cafesego.com
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.
COM
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ALTAWFEEK MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17786828 or YASMEEN@
ALTAWFEEK.NET
G4S Secure Solutions Bahrain W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17714409 or SUMAIRA.YASMIN@
BH.G4S.COM
ALEZZ CONTRACTING MECHANICAL 
SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OPERATOR (FORKLIFT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17258381 or admin@alezzco.com
ALMOAYYED SCAFFOLDING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17404949 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
EXPRESS FOOD COMPANY LIMITED - 
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(RESTURANTS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39347757 or ADEL@EXPRESS-
FOODS.COM
SHAWARMA PARK S.P.C has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER (RESTURANTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17600114 or SADEQ.HASAN@GNJ-GROUP.COM
FOUR LEAF CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39633078 or admin@fourleafbh.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh

Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
MADRAS  BUILDING CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39890033 or 
PARTHADOCUMENTS1@GMAIL.COM
3lines Restaurant S P C has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17600114 or sadeq.
hasan@gnj-group.com
BU AMMAR HAIRDRESSING SALON 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36754019 or 
kaltham2014salman@gmail.com
AYSHA EARLY INTERVENTION CENTER 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SPECIALIST(EDUCATIONAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17003102 or 
AYSHACENTER.BH@GMAIL.COM
TOSHCA NURSERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 36349278 or 
ALIJUMA8@GMAIL.COM
SHAMASULQAMAR QAMARUDDIN 
TAJUDDIN has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39400253 or DR.BANO88@GMAIL.COM
TATA CONSULTANCY SERVICES LTD 
BAHRAIN has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SENIOR PROGRAMMER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17531709 or 
K.MAHESH@TCS.COM
HAFEEZUR REHMAN GARAGE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34394199 or SAIMAHAFEEZ75@GMAIL.COM
BAB AL SHAMS BUILDING MATERIALS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33248658 or CHAND00973@GMAIL.COM
AMIR MUNIR AUTO SERVICE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33326744 or amirmunir572@gmail.com
SRISOUKYA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 

occupation of PHARMACIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39054585 or INFO@
SRISOUKYA.COM
TECH SINGH ELECTRO MACHINES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39208388 or TECHSINGH.ELECMACH@
GMAIL.COM
LOVELY SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33732154 or 
WAHEEDBHATTI2018@GMAIL.COM
JHELUM STAR FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36963657 or SARGODHASTAR786@GMAIL.COM
CARPENTER ART WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37251579 or 
ABDALLLH_199@ICLOUD.COM
UNIFORMS CORNER W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39158852 or 
TECRISETNC@GMAIL.COM

Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
ABRAJ ALMASRI CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37122363 or JASSIMABBAS21@GMAIL.COM
PINK DOOR BEAUTY LOUNGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33441103 or 
E.ALKOBAISI13@GMAIL.COM
OMPES PLUS CARGO HANDLING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39025980 or ZILLEYFAROOQ@GMAIL.COM
SHEHARYAR ALI SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34569303 or VISTAWORLDBH@GMAIL.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
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New Zealand name five spin 
bowlers for Bangladesh Tests
AFP | Wellington

New Zealand yesterday se-
lected five spin bowlers 

to tackle the turning wickets 
expected in Bangladesh for 
the two-Test cricket series lat-
er this month following the 
50-overs World Cup.

Left-arm spinner Mitchell 
Santner returns to the Black 
Caps’ Test squad for the first 
time since 2021 to join Ajaz 
Patel and Ish Sodhi as the main 

spin bowlers.
New Zealand’s options with 

the turning ball are boosted by 
all-rounders Rachin Ravindra, 
who has hit three centuries at 
the ODI World Cup, and Glenn 
Phillips.

Seamer Kyle Jamieson re-
turns after back surgery to 
form a three-man pace attack 
with captain Tim Southee 
and Matt Henry, who is re-
covering from a hamstring  
injury.

HOUSE COOK WANTED

Wanted a house cook to work in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, for a Sau-
di family. Must be an expert in Arabic cooking. Salary depending 
on experience. Free accommodation + food will be provided. 
Persons with any GCC Driving license will be preferred.
Contact No. +973 35518789
Email Id: placementsbh@gmail.com
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Al Najma narrowly miss out on win
Bahrain and Asian clubs’ champions fall to Barlinek Industria Kielce of Poland in IHF Men’s Super Globe in Dammam

• Szymon Sicko scores 
in very last second to 
claim Group D win in 
preliminary round

• Mohammed Habib 
Ahmed scores eight 
goals to spearhead Al 
Najma in losing effort

TDT | Manama

Bahrain and Asian clubs’ 
champions Al Najma Club 
suffered a last-second 26-

27 defeat to Barlinek Industria 
Kielce of Poland yesterday in 
their opening match of the pres-
tigious IHF Men’s Super Globe in 
Dammam, Saudi Arabia.

The global competition, or-
ganised by the International 
Handball Federation (IHF), is in 
its 16th edition, with 12 champi-
on clubs from around the world 
taking part.

Szymon Sicko scored in the 
very last second of the match 
to claim the win in Group D of 

the tournament’s preliminary 
round, where they are in the 
same pool as the San Francisco 

Calheat from the US.
A Mohammed Habib Ahmed 

effort with two minutes remain-

ing gave the Bahrainis a slim 26-
25 edge after trailing by as many 
as five goals in the second half. 
But then, with seven seconds 
remaining, another Ahmed shot 
was saved.

That came in between two 
Sicko goals, which included the 
decisive throw, as Najma missed 
out on a golden opportunity to 
complete an impressive come-
back.

Najma will be looking to 
bounce back when they return to 

action today against the Calheat 
at 12.15pm, Bahrain time, at the 
same venue.

Ahmed finished as Najma’s 
leading scorer in the game yes-
terday against Barlinek Industria 
Kielce with eight goals, while 
Mujtaba Al Zaimour added six 
goals. Hasan Mirza chipped in 
with four, while Mohammed 
Ali Abdulredha and Sayed Shub-
bar Ali had a goal each. Hasan 
Madan, Belal Basham, Komail 
Mahfouz and Abdulla Al Zai-
mour chipped in with a goal 
apiece.

For Barlinek Industria Kielce, 
Artsem Karalek had five goals 
to pace the Poles, while Nicolas 
Tournat and Pawel Paczkowski 
finished with four each.

Group A in the preliminaries 
features Al Ahly of Egypt, Al 
Noor of Saudi and Barcelona 
from Spain; Group B includes 
Kuwait SC of Kuwait, San Fer-
nando HB of Argentina and 
Fuchse Berlin of Germany; while 
Group C comprises defending 
champions SC Magdeburg of 
Germany, Khaleej from Saudi 
and University of Queensland 
from Australia.

At  t h e  e n d  o f  a  s i n g l e 
round-robin, the top team in 
each group move on to the 
semi-finals, while the run-
ners-up go to the fifth-to-eighth 
place bracket. The bottom club 
in each group will play in the 
ninth-to-12th placement games 
to determine their final ranking.

Najma have a 16-player squad 
for the competition, many of 
whom are players on the King-
dom’s senior men’s national 
team.

Najma are participating in the 
event for the second time, fol-
lowing the 2018 edition when 
they finished seventh.

Najma secured their place in 
this year’s IHF Super Globe after 
being crowned champions of the 
25th Asian Men’s Club League 
Championship, held last June in 
Isfahan, Iran.

The Bahrain handball gi-
ants also recently secured the 
Bahrain Handball Super Cup, 
held just last Friday when they 
defeated Al Shabab 23-21. The 
match was a one-off contest 
that is the traditional opening 
fixture of the national handball  
season.

Al Najma’s Belal Basham goes for goal against Barlinek Industria Kielce

Al Najma held a 26-25 
lead with two minutes 

left, but two unan-
swered goals from 

Szymon Sicko, includ-
ing the winner in the 

last second, give Poles 
the victory

KNOW WHAT

Swiatek thrashes Pegula to win WTA Finals, reclaim No.1 ranking
AFP | Cancun

Poland’s Iga Swiatek thrashed 
Jessica Pegula to win the 

WTA Finals on Monday, sealing 
her return to world number one.

Second seed Swiatek domi-
nated Pegula from start to finish 
to clinch a 6-1, 6-0 victory in a 
59-minute masterclass.

The 17th win of Swiatek’s 
career ensures that the four-
time major singles champi-
on from Warsaw will 
finish the season 
as world number 
one for a sec-
ond straight 
year.

“The team 
that’s been with 
me the whole 
season, we had 
m a n y  u p s  a n d 
downs,” a jubilant 
Swiatek said af-
ter her win.

“This is for sure 
an up. We will for sure have 

many more if we keep working 
like that,” added Swiatek, who 
lost just 20 games across the 
tournament -- a new record.

Pe g u l a  h a d few com-

plaints about her defeat after an 
error-strewn display.

“It just was one of those days 
where I felt like I was going for 
too much,” Pegula said. “And 
she was just playing super sol-

id.”
Swiatek, 22, had 

beaten outgoing 
w o r l d  n u m -
ber one Aryna 
Sabalenka in 

the semi-finals on 
Sunday. Sabalenka took over 
the number one ranking from 
Swiatek following the US Open 

in September.
Pegula defeated Swi-

atek in the two play-
ers’ previous meeting 
in Montreal in August, 

and had impressed on 
her way to Monday’s 

final, which had been 
shunted back 24 hours af-

ter wet weather washed out 
play on Saturday.

But the 29-year-old Amer-
ican from New York never 

looked capable of pulling off a 
repeat of her Canadian victo-
ry against three-time French 
Open champion Swiatek, who 
was sharper in every facet of 
her game.

The Polish star dominated on 
serve, and pulled Pegula all over 
the court with whipped ground-
strokes that left her opponent 
flailing.

Pegula also struggled on serve, 
being broken five times while 
coughing up 23 unforced errors 
compared to Swiatek’s six.

The team that’s been 
with me the whole 

season, we had many 
ups and downs. This 
is for sure an up. We 

will for sure have many 
more if we keep working 

like that
IGA SWIATEK

Iga’s Swiatek 
with her 
trophy



World Cup ‘timed out’ dismissal row divides cricket
AFP | New Delhi

Cricket’s “timed out” con-
troversy split the game yes-

terday as Bangladesh captain 
Shakib Al Hasan headed for 
home nursing a broken finger 
and battered reputation.

Shakib was branded “dis-
graceful” by Sri Lanka bats-
man Angelo Mathews after he 
became the first player in the 
146-year history of international 
cricket to be given timed out.

Mathews had exceeded the 
two minutes allowed for a bats-
man to take strike as he attempt-
ed to secure the strapping on his 
helmet.

Shakib, who on yesterday was 
ruled out of the rest of the tour-
nament with a broken finger, 
refused to withdraw the appeal, 
explaining: “I had to take a deci-
sion to make sure that my team 
wins and whatever I had to do, 
I have to do it”.

“I think Shakib will also be 
asked the question of whether 
a batsman like Mathews needed 
to be dismissed like this at that 
time,” Bangladesh’s former ODI 
captain Gazi Ashraf Hossain 
wrote in Dhaka’s Prothom Alo 
daily yesterday.

However, India’s veteran 
commentator Harsha Bhogle 
said the issue was not about 
cricket’s rules.

“Let us leave the spirit of 
cricket out of this,” Bhogle 
wrote on X, formerly Twitter.

‘There are laws’ 
“It is a weak argument often 

used by those that are ignorant 

or at the wrong end of a mistake. 
There are laws and you play 
within them.”

“Beyond that, how to play the 
game is an individual choice. 
Mathews and Sri Lankan fans 
can be disappointed and angry 
but, as per the laws of the game, 
he was out.”

Ex-Bangladesh captain, 
turned match referee, Raqibul 
Hassan backed Shakib.

“Shakib made an appeal and 
the umpires gave their decision 

-- as long as it is within the laws, 
I don’t see any problem,” Hassan 
said.

But former Bangladesh open-
er Javed Omar criticised Shakib 
for not withdrawing his appeal.

“The rule was set so that no 
one could take any unfair advan-
tage,” said Javed, who played 40 
Tests and 59 one-day interna-
tionals for Bangladesh.

“Mathews was not taking any 
advantage here. Shakib should 
have avoided this controversy.”

Many on social media remind-
ed Mathews how he led his 
team during the controversial 
“Mankad” run-out of England’s 
Jos Buttler in 2014 --- where a 
bowler runs out the non-striker 
in their delivery stride if the 
batsman is out of his crease.

Mathews defended his ac-
tions at the time, saying it had 

been taken “after two warn-
ings”, adding that “even after 
the warnings it kept happening 
and clearly they were taking 
advantage.”

But Bangladeshi cricket jour-
nalist Manjur Morshed from 
Jamuna TV, pointing to the 
2014 “Mankading” incident, as 
well as Sri Lanka’s refusal to 
shake hands after the match, 
said a sense of fair play was  
missing.

“Mathews is not the right per-
son to give a lecture on sporting 
spirit,” he said.

Chasing 280 for victory, Bang-
ladesh rode on a 169-run stand 
between Najmul Hasan Shanto 
(90) and Shakib (82) to reach 
their target with three wickets 
and 53 balls to spare.

Ironically, Shakib was dis-
missed by  Mathews who 
marked the breakthrough by 
pointing at an imaginary wrist-
watch on his arm.

Double-ton Maxwell downs Afghanistan 
as Australia reach World Cup semis

Glenn Maxwell’s record-breaking 201* rescues Australia from the brink to defeat Afghanistan

• Australia snatch 
a dramatic three-
wicket victory from 
Afghanistan in Mumbai

AFP | Mumbai

Glenn Maxwell’s stunning 
201 not out guided Aus-
tralia into the semi-fi-

nals of the World Cup as the 
five-time champions snatched a 
sensational three-wicket victory 
from the jaws of defeat against 
Afghanistan in Mumbai yester-
day.

At 91-7, chasing 292, Australia 
were all set to join title-holders 
England, 1996 champions Paki-
stan and 1992 winners Sri Lanka 
as yet another notable Afghani-
stan scalp at this World Cup.

Crucially, however, recalled 
al l -rounder  Maxwell  was 
dropped soon afterwards on 33 
when Mujeeb Ur Rahman some-
how floored a simple chance at 
short fine leg off fellow spinner 
Noor Ahmad.

“It would’ve been nice if it 
was chanceless, I’ve lived a very 
charmed life out there,” said 
Maxwell, appropriately nick-
named ‘The Big Show’.

He made Afghanistan pay 
with an astounding 128-ball in-
nings featuring 21 fours and 10 
sixes as he became just the third 

batsman after New Zealand’s 
Martin Guptill and West Indies’ 
Chris Gayle to score a World 
Cup double century.

Maxwell ended the match in 
style with nearly three overs to 
spare when he slammed Mujeeb 
for another six.

The 35-year-old Maxwell’s 
highest one-day international 
score was just his fourth century 
in 136 matches at this level, but 
second of the tournament after 
he scored the fastest hundred 
in men’s World Cup history, off 
just 40 balls, against the Neth-
erlands.

Australia captain Pat Cum-
mins was 12 not out but played 
his part by holding firm in an 
unbroken eighth-wicket stand 

of 202.
There was one more twist 

late on in a dramatic encounter 
when Maxwell, on 146, suffered 
a violent attack of cramp as he 
hobbled through for a single.

But following on-field treat-
ment a still-struggling Max-
well continued to pul-
verise Afghanistan’s 
attack with a daz-
z l i n g  a r ra y  o f 
shots.

These includ-
ed an extraor-
dinary reverse 
hit for six off 
paceman Az-
m a t u l l a h 
O m a r z a i 
-- earlier 

denied a hat-trick by Maxwell.
Afghanistan, despite this de-

feat, remain in last-
four conten-

tion but they 
will need to 
b e a t  s e c -

ond-placed 
South Afri-
ca and hope 

other results 
g o  t h e i r 

way to qualify for the knockout 
phase.

It had seemed the night 
would belong to Ibrahim Zad-
ran, whose 129 not out in a total 
of 291-5 was the first hundred 
by an Afghanistan batsman at a 
World Cup.

Thar left Australia needing 
to better their previous highest 
winning score to win a World 
Cup match of 287 against New 
Zealand in a 1996 quarter-final 
in Chennai

But opener Travis Head fell 
for a duck, caught behind off 
a superb Naveen-ul-Haq 
delivery that seamed away 
sharply, with the pace-
man also having Mitch-
ell Marsh lbw 
for 24.

Australia’s 43-2 then became 
49-4 as Omarzai struck with suc-
cessive deliveries, clean bowling 
veteran opener David Warner 
following the left-hander’s ugly 
heave across the line before Josh 
Inglis edged to first slip.

Maxwell survived the hat-
trick, nicking short of wicket-
keeper Ikram Alikhil.

Australia were 69-5 when a 
mix-up with Maxwell saw Mar-
nus Labuschagne run out by 
Rahmat Shah’s direct hit from 
midwicket before leg-spin-
ner Rashid Khan removed 

Marcus Stoinis 
a n d  M i t c h -

ell Starc as the 
crowd roared Af-

ghanistan on.
But then came Max-

well’s big reprieve, with 
Australia 112-7.
Earlier, opener Zadran 

took Afghanistan to their 
highest World Cup total as 

they topped their 288 they made 
against the West Indies at Head-
ingley in 2019.

Australia initially kept Af-
ghanistan in check after losing 
the toss, albeit they struggled for 
wickets with Zadran completing 
his fifth hundred in 27 ODIs, off 
131 balls, including seven fours.

Zadran, however, accelerated 
after going to three figures with 
Rashid making a dashing 35 not 
out during a quickfire unbroken 
stand of 58.

Bahrain to field two teams 
for FIBA 3x3 World Tour

• Al-Riffa men’s 
team to consist of 
Mustafa Hussain 
and professionals 
Nemanja Draskovic, 
Milan Skundric and 
Anže Srebovt

• Al-Manama women’s 
team to field Hessa Al 
Jaber, Marian Samir, 
and professionals 
Julia Jorritsma and 
Loyce Bettonvil

TDT | Manama

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
will be represented by two 

teams in the FIBA 3x3 World 
Tour basketball tournament, 
which will take place on No-
vember 16 and 17 in Bahrain 
amidst significant participa-
tion from various countries 
around the world.

Bahrain will attract the at-
tention of global basketball 
fans during these two days.

Bahrain will participate with 
a men’s team named “Al-Riffa” 
and a women’s team named 
“Al-Manama.” The tournament 
rules dictate that participating 
teams should be named after 
cities from the same country.

Al-Riffa men’s team will 
consist  of national team 
Mustafa Hussain and three 

professionals, namely Neman-
ja Draskovic, Milan Skundric, 
and Anže Srebovt.

Al-Manama women’s team 
will be composed of players 
Hessa Al Jaber and Marian 
Samir, along with two profes-
sional players, Julia Jorritsma 
and Loyce Bettonvil.

Both teams will be coached 
by experienced coach Abdul 
Kareem Al-Anzoor, who has 
previously led our national 
teams in various international 
events of this nature.

The tournament will take 
place at the Harbour North 
Financial Harbour Square, 
where dedicated 3x3 basket-
ball courts have been con-
structed along with grand-
stands and a series of facilities 
and tents that provide all logis-
tical services, sales booths, and 
amenities. The event is open 
to all citizens, residents, and 
communities to attend.
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Mustafa Hussain...top local talent

I had to take a decision 
to make sure that my 

team wins and whatever 
I had to do, I have to do 

it
SHAKIB AL HASAN

Marnus Labuschagne of Australia reacts after being dismissed

Glenn Maxwell’s incred-
ible 201* is only the 
third double century 

ever scored in a Cricket 
World Cup, joining the 
ranks of Martin Guptill 

and Chris Gayle

KNOW WHAT

Ironically, Shakib 
was dismissed by 

Mathews who marked 
the breakthrough by 
pointing at an imag-
inary wristwatch on 

his arm

KNOW WHAT

Scorecard

Australia 293 for 7 (Maxwell 201*, 
Rashid 2-44) beat Afghanistan 291 
for 5 (Ibrahim 129*, Rashid 35*, 
Hazlewood 2-39) by three wickets

Sri Lanka’s Angelo Mathews (R) watches as Bangladesh captain Shakib Al Hasan 
takes a run

Glenn Maxwell plays a hot
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Pizzi calls up full-strength Bahrain
Kingdom’s senior men’s national football team features 26-player line-up named for Asian qualifiers of 2026 FIFA World Cup

• Juan Antonio Pizzi 
selects four overseas-
based professionals, and 
from Al Khaldiya, Riffa, 
Muharraq, Manama, 
Al Ahli and Al Najma

• Bahrainis to play 
two Asian qualifiers this 
month for 2026 FIFA 
World Cup: 16 November 
against Yemen, 21 
November against UAE

TDT | Manama

Bahrain head coach Juan 
Antonio Pizzi has named 
a full-strength, 26-player 

senior men’s national football 
team for their two matches this 
month in continental qualifi-
cation for the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup.

The Bahrainis are set to play 
against Yemen on 16 November 
at Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz 
Sports City in Abha, Saudi Ara-
bia, and then go up against the 
UAE at the National Stadium in 
Riffa on 21 November.

Pizzi has capped up Bahrain’s 
biggest names for the qualifiers. 

Among them are the Kingdom;s 
four overseas-based profession-
als in Ali Madan from Ajman 
Club in the UAE, Mohammed 
Marhoon from Kuwait SC in 
Kuwait, Abdulla Yusuf from FK 
Mlada Boleslav in the Czech Re-
public and Moses Atede from 
Kedah Darul Aman FC in Ma-
laysia.

Meanwhile, his local selec-
tions are from defending Nass-
er bin Hamad Bahrain Premier 
League champions Al Khaldiya, 
Riffa, Muharraq, Manama, Al 
Ahli and Al Najma.

Mahdi Humaidan, Ahmed 

Bughammar, Mohammed Adel 
and Mohammed Al Hardan have 
been chosen from Khaldiya. 
From Riffa are Abdulkarim Al 
Fardan, Ali Hassan, Sayed Mahdi 
Baqer, Hussain Al Aker, Komail 
Al Aswad, Jassim Al Shaikh, 
Mohammed Abdulqayoom, and 
Hazza Ali.

From Muharraq are Sayed 
Mohammed Jaafar,  Amine 
Hasan, Waleed Al Hayyam, Ab-
dulla Al Khalasi and Mubarak 
Mohammed; while from Al Ahli 
are Ebrahim Luthfallah and Ab-
dulla Al Hashash.

Ebrahim Al Khattal was se-

lected from Manama, while 
completing the roster from Naj-
ma are Mohammed Abdulwahab 
and Ebrahim Al Wali.

Kick off
The nationals are scheduled 

to kick off their training pro-
gramme on Sunday.

Aside from FIFA World Cup 
qualification, Bahrain are also 

gearing up for the next edition 
of the AFC Asian Cup, to be held 
in Doha in January of next year. 
These are the national team’s 
first official games under Pizzi.

There are five rounds in the 
FIFA World Cup qualification 
format for the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), which will 
have eight teams book their tick-
ets to the global showcase, plus 
potentially another following 
an inter-confederation play-off.

Bahrain are directly in the 
second round of qualifiers in 
Group H with the UAE, Yemen 
and Nepal.

After these two upcoming 

matches, the qualifiers only re-
sume next year. They take on 
Nepal on 21 March, and then 
face off with the Nepalese again 
on 26 March. They then face 
Yemen on 6 June, before com-
pleting this stage against the UAE 
on 11 June.

There are 36 nations in all 
in this phase, divided into nine 
groups of four. The teams will 
play against each other on a 
home-and-away basis. The nine 
group winners and group run-
ners-up advance to the third 
round. In addition to this, they 
will also automatically qualify 
for the 2027 AFC Asian Cup.
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Standings
  P W D L +/- Pts
Riffa (Bahrain) 4 3 1 0 6 10
Al Zawraa (Iraq) 4 2 1 1 3 7
Al Arabi SC (Kuwait) 4 1 1 2 -3 4
Nejmeh SC (Lebanon) 4 0 1 3 -6 1

Riffa claim AFC Cup 
win over Kuwait’s Arabi

• Riffa claim third 
victory in four games 
to improve to 10 points

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Riffa Club were 
2-1 winners over Al Arabi 

SC of Kuwait in their Group 
C match of the 2023 AFC Cup, 
held at Khalifa Sports City Sta-
dium in Riffa.

Vinicius Vargas and Hashem 
Sayed Issa were both on target 
for the victors.

Vargas opened the Bahrai-
nis’ scoring in the 25th minute 
with a lobbed effort over an 
onrushing Arabi goalkeeper 
Sulaiman Abdulghafoor. That 
was enough to give them the 
single-goal lead at the break.

Just seven minutes after the 
re-start, Issa doubled Riffa’s 
advantage with a shot from 
close range off an assist from 
Hazza Ali.

Riffa were well on their way 
to the full three points but 

not without giving up a lone 
consolation to the Kuwaitis. 
Mamadou Thiam scored three 
minutes from full time for  
Arabi.

With the  result ,  Rif fa 
claimed their third win in four 
matches and improved to 10 
points on the Group C table 
with two games remaining.

Riffa’s next AFC Cup clash 
will be against Nejmeh SC of 
Lebanon on 27 November. 
They complete their group 
campaign on 12 December 
away at Al Zawra’a of Iraq.

The AFC Cup is the annual 
continental club competition 
of the Asian Football Confed-
eration (AFC) for continent’s 
top club teams not competing 
in the AFC Champions League. 
Riffa are the lone Bahraini out-
fit in this year’s competition.

Riffa’s Komail Al Aswad dribbles past his Al Arabi defenders

There are five rounds 
in the FIFA World Cup 
qualification format 

for the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), 
which will have eight 
teams book their tick-
ets to the global show-
case, plus potentially 
another following an 
inter-confederation 
play-off. Bahrain are 
directly in the second 

round of qualifiers

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain Bodybuilding Federation president Sami Al Haddad and Bahrain Olympic Committee (BOC) sports federations director Hisham Al Balooshi received the 
Kingdom’s national bodybuilding team upon their return from the IFBB World Bodybuilding Championships, held in Santa Susanna, Spain. There, they won four 
medals, including one gold, two silver and one bronze. The gold was claimed by Abdulla Farouk in the men’s bodybuilding up-to-85kg class. A silver was won 
by Abdulla Isa Ahmed Ali in the master men’s physique 45-49 years open, while the second silver was claimed by Khaled Alsaeedi in the men’s physique up-to-
176cm. Bahrain’s bronze was claimed by Muslem Albanna in the men’s bodybuilding up-to-90kg category. Bahrain finished an impressive 11th overall amongst 49 
competing nations on the final teams’ ranking, and were tied-24th from 50 countries in the men’s masters final teams’ classification. Above, the bodybuilders with 
officials upon their arrival

Bahrain’s Abdulla Yusuf in action against the Philippines in an international 
friendly held last month

Juan Antonio Pizzi supervises a training session

Bahrain’s Faris, Shadi advance in ITF boys’ doubles play
TDT | Manama

The Bahraini tandem of Faris 
Al Toobli and Shadi Kallel 

advanced to the boys’ doubles 
quarter-finals yesterday in the 
Bahrain ITF Juniors 2023 tour-
nament, which is currently be-
ing played at the Bahrain Tennis 
Federation (BTF) hard courts in 
Isa Town.

The competition is a J30 
event that is part of the 2023 
International Tennis Federation 
(ITF) World Tennis Tour Jun-
iors, which features the world’s 
top tennis talents aged 13 to 18.

Faris and Shadi booked their 
place after beating Germany’s 
Elias Kaan Held and Egypt’s 
Ahmed Ibrahim 6-3, 7-5 in their 
first-round match.

They next face off with the 
second-seeded Indian pair of 
Samprit Sharma and Rushikesh 

Sonawane, who were 6-2, 6-3 
winners against Georgii Arake-
lian and Daniil Karpukhin in 
another encounter in the open-
ing stage.

Other contests in the last 
eight pit top seeds Venkat Rishi 
Batlanki of the US and Dev Kan-
bargimath of Romania against 
Sacha Fontanges of France and 
Idhant Kastwar of India; Span-
iards Andres Pereiro Lopez 
and Victor Velasco Caballer 
with Turks Ozan Avanoglu and 
Mustafa Ege Topbas; and the 
Indian-Yemeni tandem of Kau-
shik Arunkumar and Ahmed 
Mohammed against third-seed-
ed Turkish pair Bora Bakici and 
Cagan Efe Tufekci.

Elsewhere in the tournament 
yesterday, Shadi went down 
fighting to Turkish sixth seed 
Bora 1-6, 4-6 in the boys’ sin-
gles first round. Others to win 

were fourth seed Rushikesh of 
India, fifth seed Josh Hinton of 
Great Britain, seventh seed Ca-
gan, Mustafa, Andres and Nikita 
Gribyakin of Estonia.

In the girls’ singles, seventh 
seed Alina Sogomonyan de-
feated Bahrain’s Hajar Zaidan 
6-0, 6-3; while in the girls’ dou-
bles, Hajar and partner Sai-
yette Varadkar of India lost to 
Arina Malygina and Anastasia 
Myachina 2-6, 6-7 (3).

Other winning tandems in 
the girls’ doubles yesterday 
were Egyptian third seeds Sara 
Dessouky and Sosanne Malak, 
fourth seeds Ariana Goguli-
na and Adiya Omarbek of Ka-
zakhstan; and Romania’s Simo-
na Cucu and Austria’s Emily 
Lederer.

Tournament action continues 
today at the BTF. It is the second 
of three straight ITF events be-
ing hosted by the Kingdom in 
succession. The second is also 
a J30 event, while the third, a 
J60 competition, will begin on 
13 November.

Bahrain’s Hajar Zaidan in action during 
her singles match last night


