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Roman Emperor Theodosius de-
clares Christian religion the state 
religion

1st meeting of Aztec Emper-
or Moctezuma II and Spanish 
Conquistador Hernán Cortés 

in Tenochtitlan, Mexico

 William Penn presents 
Charter of Privileges, guar-
anteed religious freedom for 
the colony in Pennsylvania

German physicist Wilhelm Röntgen 
produces and detects electromagnetic 
radiation in a wavelength range today 

known as X-rays or Röntgen rays

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

Pleasure to welcome 
His Majesty the King 

of Bhutan, Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuk to 
India. We had very warm 
and positive discussions 
on various facets of the 
unique and exemplary 
India-Bhutan relation-
ship. Deeply value His 
Majesty’s vision for the 
development and well 
being of the friendly peo-
ple of Bhutan.

@narendramodi

Thinking about the 
hostages seized from 

#Israel a month ago dur-
ing the shocking attacks 
by Hamas. When I spoke 
with some of the fami-
lies last month, their pain 
was palpable. @WHO

 reiterates its call for the 
immediate release of the 

hostages, many of whom 
are fragile, with medical 
conditions.

@DrTedros

Over 2,200 trains run 
on the Northeast 

Corridor every day serv-
ing 800,000 passengers. 
It’s the busiest corridor 
in the United States – and 
one of the busiest in the 
world. Today, it gets the 
investment it deserves.

@POTUS

More  @ UN  a id 
workers have been 

killed in recent weeks 
than in any comparable 
period in the history of 
our organization. I join 
in the mourning of 89 of 
our @UNRWA  colleagues 
who have been killed in 
Gaza – many of them 
with members of their 
family.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A luxury resort operator 
in Singapore said yesterday that 
the personal data of about 665,000 
members of its shopping loyalty 
programme had been hacked. 
The breach of Marina Bay Sands 
was the latest in a string of major 
cybersecurity incidents reported in the 
city-state. Last week public healthcare 
institutions had their internet access 
disrupted by a flood of malicious traffic in a 
so-called distributed denial of service (DDoS) 
attack. Marina Bay Sands, which is owned 
by US casino giant Las Vegas Sands, said it 
became aware of the “data security incident” 
on October 20, according to an email sent to some customers on Tuesday and 
seen by AFP. “Investigations have since determined that an unknown third 
party accessed customer data of about 665,000 non-casino rewards programme 
members,” the message from chief operating officer Paul Town said.

u The trial of the man who allegedly attacked the husband of US politician 
Nancy Pelosi with a hammer in the couple’s California home got under way 

Monday. A jury was being selected in the federal trial 
of David DePape, who is charged with the assault 
of Paul Pelosi and the attempted kidnapping of the 
then-speaker of the US House of Representatives in 
October 2022. Prosecutors say DePape earlier admitted 
to breaking into the Pelosis’ San Francisco residence 
with the intention of getting the senior Democrat to 

acknowledge her party’s “lies” on pain of smashing 
her kneecaps. But finding only her then-82-year-old 
husband at home, he engaged in what he told officers 
was a “pretty amicable” exchange, during which Pelosi 
managed to call for help from law enforcement.

u President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said yesterday that Ukraine 
had deployed more Western air defence systems, as 
it braces for a second full winter of Russian attacks 
on energy facilities. Kyiv has said it is bolstering 
defences to protect key infrastructure ahead of 
winter, fearing a renewed Russian aerial onslaught 
during the cold months. Systematic strikes by 
Moscow’s forces last year targeted Ukraine’s energy 
grid, leaving thousands without heating or electricity 
in freezing temperatures for long periods. “I received 
reports on the receipt of ammunition, hardware and 
equipment over the past day,” Zelensky said on social 
media. “Additional NASAMS systems from partners have been put on combat 
duty. Timely reinforcement of our air defence before winter,” he added.  Zelensky 
has been calling on Western allies to provide additional arms ahead of winter to 
fend off feared Russian attacks.

Trial over 
alleged hammer 
attack of Pelosi’s 
husband opens

Ukraine says 
bolstered air 
defence for winter 

attacks

Singapore luxury 
resort says data of 
665,000 customers 

hacked

Israeli forces have encircled 
Gaza City where they say 
Hamas’s main command 
and control facilities are 

located. The Israeli military 
has repeatedly called on Pal-
estinian civilians to evacuate 

and move south.
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EU boosts funds for Jordan as 
Mideast war rages
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU yesterday  an-
nounced more than 900 

million euros in aid for Jordan 
after European Commission 
chief Ursula von der Leyen 
met King Abdullah II for talks 
dominated by the Israel-Ha-
mas war.

Von der Leyen thanked the 
Jordanian king for “his critical 
stabilising role in the region,” 
amid fears that the conflict, 
which has left thousands dead, 
could spill over to other coun-
tries.

The two leaders did not hold 
a press conference after the 
meeting.

On social media however, 
von der Leyen said the talks in-
cluded Israel’s military offen-
sive against Gaza in response 
to the October 7 attacks by 
Hamas, which controls the 
Palestinian territory.

Jordan is among countries 
in the region that fears a mass 
exodus from Gaza.

“I reiterated my position on 
no forced displacement of Pal-
estinians from Gaza and the 
EU’s support for a two-state 
solution,” von der Leyen said.

A statement said “discus-
sions focused on recent de-
velopments and the need to 
avoid a negative spill-over 
in the region, where Jor-
dan plays a key stabilising  
role”.

It said the EU support pack-
age was worth 902 million 
euros ($963 million) -- 402 
million euros in grants and 500 
million euros in European In-
vestment Bank loans.

Von der Leyen said the mon-
ey was to bolster “Jordan’s re-
form process and modernisa-
tion of its economy”.

The bulk of it was to go to 
improving water supplies in 
the parched kingdom, while 
other funding would go to 
youth education and tourism 
schemes, and improving ener-
gy efficiency.

A Thai student returning from Israel hugs family members during a meeting 
at Rajanagarindra University in Thailand’s southern province of Narathiwat

Israeli strike kills Palestinian 
reporter in Gaza: news agency
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined 

A Palestinian journalist was 
killed in an Israeli air 

strike in the Gaza Strip and 
another was wounded, the of-
ficial Palestinian news agency 
reported yesterday. 

Mohammad Abu Hasira was 
the latest among dozens of 
journalists killed in the month-
long conflict that began with 
Hamas’s October 7 attack on 
southern Israel.

He “was killed in an Israe-
li bombing that targeted his 
house located near the fisher-
men’s port west of Gaza City,” 
said the WAFA news agency, 
where he worked.

WAFA reported that Abu Ha-
sira “and 42 members of his 
family, including his sons and 
brothers” were killed in the 
strike. The Hamas-run news 
press service in the Gaza Strip 
said the bombardment that 
killed Abu Hasira took place 
overnight between Sunday 
and Monday, but that his body 
was only found in the rubble 
on Tuesday. On Thursday, the 
official Palestinian TV station 

said one of its correspondents 
in the Gaza Strip was killed 
in an Israeli air strike in the 
southern Gaza Strip.

The Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) said Monday 
that at least 37 journalists and 
media employees (32 Palestini-
ans, four Israelis, one Lebanese 
citizen) had been killed since 
the start of the war.

In a separate incident, a 
journalist with Lebanese Al-
Mayadeen television channel 
filed a police complaint against 
an Israeli journalist who she 
alleged had “intimidated” her.

Hana Mohamed said Israe-
li journalist Haim Etgar con-
fronted her at a post office 
after allegedly impersonating 
a postal employee and “threat-
ening” her.

South African 
minister robbed 
at gunpoint
AFP | Johannesburg, South 
Africa

A South African minister 
said yesterday she had a 

gun pointed at her head be-
fore being  robbed and her 
bodyguards’ weapons sto-
len in what police called an 
“unprecedented incident”

Transport Minister Sin-
disiwe Chikunga said she 
was  unhurt but traumatised 
by the ordeal in the early 
hours of Monday.

“I am in one piece,” Chi-
kunga told a parliamenta-
ry committee on Tuesday. 
“The whole experience was 
very traumatising and dev-
astating.”

Chikunga’s car was forced 
to stop on a highway south 
of Johannesburg, after the 
tyres were punctured by 
spikes, the transport min-
istry said.

As her bodyguards got out 
of the vehicle to change the 
tyres, three “well-dressed” 
gunmen wearing balacla-
vas appeared and disarmed 
them, Chikunga said.

“They opened my door... 
pointed a gun to my head 
and ordered me to come 
out,” she said.

Police said the robbers 
stole personal belongings 
and two South African Po-
lice Service (SAPS) pistols.

Chikunga said her lap-
top and phone were among 
the items stolen, adding the 
gunmen demanded money 
but she was carrying only 
200 rand ($10).

“A manhunt has since 
been launched following 
this unprecedented inci-
dent and to bring to book 
those responsible,” said 
police spokeswoman Ath-
lenda Mathe.  Involving a 
high-profile official with an 
armed security detail, the 
incident is striking even in 
crime-ridden South Africa.

UAE to set up 150-bed field 
hospital in Gaza: official media

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

The United Arab Emirates is 
to set up a field hospital in 

the Gaza Strip, official media 
said after the death toll from 
the war between Israel and 
Hamas passed 10,000, accord-
ing to the Hamas-run health 
ministry.

Five aircraft flew out of Abu 
Dhabi for Arish in northern 
Egypt carrying equipment and 
supplies for the 150-bed facili-
ty, WAM news agency said late 
Monday. An official contacted 
by AFP said there was no im-
mediate information on how 

the equipment will be trans-
ferred to Gaza, where there is 
only one operational border 
point, the Rafah crossing near 
Arish. The hospital’s facilities 
will include anaesthetics and 
surgery, gynaecology and in-
tensive care units “catering 
to both children and adults”, 
WAM said.

Since the start of hostil-
ities, 14 out of 35 hospitals 
with inpatient capacities have 
stopped functioning and 71 
per cent of all primary care 
facilities across Gaza have shut 
down due to damage or lack of 
fuel, OCHA says.

Indonesia denies Israel claim over Gaza hospital
AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia denied yesterday an 
Israeli claim that a hospital 

built in Gaza using Indonesian 
funding sits atop a network of 
Hamas tunnels and is located near 
a launchpad for rocket attacks.

The hospital, situated in the 
north of the Gaza Strip near the 
fortified border with Israel, was 
built using Indonesian charity 
funds.

“The Indonesian Hospital in 
Gaza is a facility built by the Indo-
nesian people entirely for human-
itarian purposes and to serve the 
medical needs of the Palestinian 
people in Gaza,” Indonesia’s for-
eign ministry said in a statement 
yesterday. 

The statement came a day after 
Israeli military spokesman Daniel 
Hagari said the Indonesian Hos-
pital had been built at a site that 
sat on top of a network of Hamas 
tunnels.

He also said Hamas was using 
a nearby area as a base to launch 
rockets into Israel.

“I will show you the reason 

why they built the hospital there. 
Unsurprisingly, Hamas built the 
hospital on top of their infra-
structures,” Hagari said in a vid-
eo statement posted by the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF) on YouTube.

“Here, the IDF identified a 

launch pad, meaning they launch 
rockets from here,” he added, 
pointing to what he said was pho-
tographic evidence of his claim.

Iqbal refuted the claims about 
the hospital, which, like other 
medical centres in war-ravaged 

Gaza, is currently treating pa-
tients far beyond its capacity.

The Indonesian charity that 
operates the hospital, MER-C, also 
denied the facility was used by 
Hamas.

“What Israel accused us of 

can be a precondition for them 
to launch an attack at the In-
donesian hospital in Gaza,” 
M E R - C  c h i e f  S a r b i n i  A b -
dul Murad said in Jakarta on  
Monday.

The “IDF’s accusation is a pre-

condition to justify attacks against 
us, therefore we need to debunk 
it”, Murad added.

Hamas has repeatedly denied 
Israeli accusations that hospitals 
and other civilian infrastructure 
are being used by its operatives.

Hundreds line up in Gaza to flee 
through Egypt crossing

Hundreds of Palestinian for-
eign passport holders waited on 
Tuesday inside the war-stricken 
and besieged Gaza Strip to escape 
through the Rafah crossing with 
Egypt.

While most still queued nerv-
ously, the first arrivals were 
seen on the Egyptian side where 
paramedics transferred an in-
jured woman on a stretcher into 
an ambulance to rush her to a  
hospital.

Yesterday was set to mark the 
fifth day on which Gaza’s sole 
land crossing not controlled by Is-
rael has opened in the past week, 
to wounded Palestinians as well 
as foreigners and Palestinian dual 
nationals.

Gazans raise white flags to flee Israeli onslaught on foot
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Clutching makeshift white 
flags, Gazans made their 

way in between dead bodies and 
Israeli troops yesterday as they 
followed Israel’s orders to flee 
across the Palestinian territory.

“It was so scary,” said Ola al-
Ghul, one of the masses of Gazan 
civilians displaced in the month-
old war between Israel and Ha-
mas. “We held our hands up and 
we kept walking. There were 
so many of us, we were holding 
white flags,” she said. 

The majority of the Gaza 
Strip’s 2.4 million residents have 
been displaced by the fighting, 

with around 1.5 million fleeing 
within the territory according to 
the United Nations.

Clutching one of her toddlers, 
Amira al-Sakani recalled Israel’s 
repeated air drops of flyers, seen 

by AFP, telling civilians to flee to 
the south.

“We came by foot from the cen-
tre of Gaza to the south,” she said. 
“I was not expecting the distance 
to be that long.”

On the way, Sakani saw “bodies 
of martyrs, some in pieces”.

“We want peace, enough is 
enough, we are tired, we want a 
happy future,” she said.

Haitham Noureddine said 
he walked four kilometres (2.5 
miles) with his mother and other 
relatives until they reached the 
southern Bureij refugee camp.

He told AFP the family left their 
Gaza City home near Al-Shifa 
hospital, due to the heavy bom-
bardment in the area, and saw de-
composing bodies en route. The 
Israeli military says its troops 
have encircled Gaza City but will 
allow civilians to leave the north.

Dead children in Gaza is world’s ‘moral failing’: Red Cross
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

A month after the war between 
Israel and Hamas erupted, the 

Red Cross demanded yesterday an 
end to the horrific suffering of 
civilians, and especially children, 
decrying a “moral failing”.

“One month on, civilians in 
Gaza and Israel are being forced 
to endure tremendous suffering 
and loss. This needs to stop,” the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) said in a state-
ment.

“Massive bombardments are 
gutting civilian infrastructure 
across Gaza, sowing seeds of hard-
ship for generations to come,” the 
ICRC statement said.

The organisation’s president 
Mirjana Spoljaric said she had 
been particularly shocked to see 
the suffering that children have 
had to endure.

“Children have been ripped 
from their families and held hos-
tage. In Gaza, ICRC surgeons treat 
toddlers whose skin is charred 
from widespread burns,” she said 
in the statement. “The images 
of suffering, dead and wounded 
children will haunt us all. This is 
a moral failing,” she added.

Spoljaric also called for the im-

mediate release of hostages seized 
by Hamas.“They play no part in 
this conflict and we reiterate our 
offer as neutral actor to facilitate 
any future release operation,” she 
said. “Until then we continue all 
our efforts to urge Hamas and all 
those with influence to allow ICRC 
personnel to visit the hostages,” 
she added.

The organisation insisted that 
all parties to the conflict “must 
uphold their obligations under 
international humanitarian law 
and spare all civilians from the 
conduct of military operations.”

It pointed out that the military 

siege of Gaza had deprived people 
there of food, water and medicine, 
and warned that the “sparse aid” 
trickling in was not able to pro-
vide people with the essentials 
to survive.

“Safe and sustained humani-
tarian access across Gaza is ur-
gently needed,” it said, stressing 
that “critical services like health 
care, water, and electricity must 
be immediately restored in Gaza 
as a lifesaving priority.”

It also decried attacks on health-
care, emphasising that “scenes of 
damaged hospitals and ambulanc-
es are unacceptable”.

Confiscated French love letters 
finally opened after 265 years
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Undelivered letters written 
to French sailors during 

an 18th century war between 
Britain and France have final-
ly been opened and studied 
-- after more than 250 years 
gathering dust.

The unread letters have pro-
vided a rare insight into the 
lives of sailors and their fami-
lies in the 1700s, from the wife 
of a senior naval officer to an 
elderly mother chastising her 
son for not writing.

The Royal Navy seized the 
messages during the Seven 
Years’ War, a global conflict 
that ended in 1763 that saw 
Britain and France lead rival 
alliances.

“I could spend the night 
writing to you... I am your 
forever faithful wife,” wrote 
Marie Dubosc to her husband 
Louis Chamberlain, the first 
lieutenant of a French warship 
in 1758.

“Good night, my dear friend. 
It is midnight. I think it is time 
for me to rest.”

Unknown to Marie, her hus-
band’s ship, the Galatee, had 

been captured by the British, 
researchers at the University 
of Cambridge found.

Louis never received the let-
ter and his wife died the fol-
lowing year, almost certainly 
before he was released by the 
British.

In another missive dated 
January 27, 1758, the mother of 
young sailor Nicolas Quesnel 
from Normandy takes him to 
task about his lack of commu-
nication.

“I think more about you than 
you about me... In any case I 
wish you a happy new year 
filled with blessings of the 
Lord,” 61-year-old Marguerite 
wrote in a letter probably dic-
tated to someone else.

“I think I am for the tomb, I 
have been ill for three weeks. 
Give my compliments to Varin 
(a shipmate), it is only his wife 
who gives me your news,” she 
added.

The Galatee was captured 
by the British en route from 
Bordeaux to Quebec in 1758.

British Admiralty officials 
at the time deemed the letters 
of no military significance and 
the vast majority languished in 
the archives, unopened, until 
they attracted the attention of 
Cambridge history professor 
Renaud Morieux.

“I only ordered the box out 
of curiosity,” said Morieux, 
whose findings were pub-
lished on Tuesday in the jour-
nal “Annales. Histoire, Scienc-
es Sociales”.

Palestinians fleeing Gaza City towards the southern areas walk on a road Palestinians pull a child from debris

An aerial view shows the compound of Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

People flee following air strikes on a neighbourhood in the al-Maghazi refugee camp

A picture taken from southern Israel near the border with the Gaza Strip shows 
Israeli army vehicles crossing back into Israel from Gaza

Palestinians cry following the death of relatives

Israeli soldiers during operations in 
northern Gaza

Israel falls silent to mark one month 
since Hamas attacks
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Quiet sobs pierced memori-
al speeches and mourning 

crowds lit candles as Israel 
briefly fell silent yesterday, 
marking one month since the 
deadly Hamas attacks of Octo-
ber 7 plunged it into war.

At Jerusalem’s Hebrew Uni-
versity around 1,000 people 
observed a minute of silence 
and recited prayers for the 
1,400 killed, mostly civilians, 

in the worst attack on Israel 
since its founding in 1948.

“The atrocities left a hor-
rible mark,” said university 
president Asher Cohen. “But 
there is hope. There will be  
rebirth.”

As they remembered the 
dead, the bloodiest Gaza war 
yet raged on in Israel’s cam-
paign to destroy Hamas and 
has claimed more than 10,300 
lives according to the Ha-
mas-run health ministry.

Displaced Palestinians prepare food in front of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNWRA) school at the Nuseirat refugee camp in the central 
Gaza Strip


