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Hanukkah Sameach! 
I extend my warm-

est greetings to our Jew-
ish friends in India and 
around the world on the 
occasion of Hanukkah. 
May this festival bring 
peace, hope and bright-
ness in everybody’s lives. 
@netanyahu

@narendramodi

We’re determined to 
help Israel ensure 

that October 7th never 
happens again. We have 
to back that up with re-
sources. We also must 
do everything possible 
to help the many inno-
cent civilians in Gaza 
who desperately need 
humanitarian assistance.

@SecBlinken

My thanks to Sheikh 
Mo h a m m e d  b i n 

Abdulrahman bin Jassim 
Al Thani, Prime Minis-
ter of #Qatar, for a con-
structive dialogue on the 
health situation in #Gaza. 
I thanked him for Qatar’s 
diplomatic efforts. 

@DrTedros

I’ve just invoked Art.99 
of the UN Charter - for 

the 1st time in my tenure 
as Secretary-General. 
Facing a severe risk of 
collapse of the humani-
tarian system in Gaza, I 
urge the Council to help 
avert a humanitarian ca-
tastrophe & appeal for a 
humanitarian ceasefire 
to be declared.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Russia yesterday set 
March 17 as the date for a presidential 
election which is expected to be 
another shoo-in for Vladimir Putin, 
who has silenced opposition during 
over two decades in power. In a 
meeting broadcast live on Russian 
television, the upper house of 
parliament unanimously approved the 
date of the vote. The decision “practically 
kicks off the presidential campaign,” said the 
head of the chamber, Valentina Matvienko. 
Putin, a former KGB agent who has been 
in power in Russia either as president or 
prime minister since 1999, has not officially 
announced if he will stand in the vote for another six-year mandate. “So far there 
have been no statements by Putin, so let’s be patient here,” Putin’s spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told reporters, when asked about whether the president planned 
to run. Putin, 71, is due to hold an end-of-year press conference next week, where 
he could announce his candidacy. It will be the first time he holds such a press 
conference since he ordered Russian troops into Ukraine in February 2022.

u UNESCO has backed a multi-million-euro 
plan to renovate the barracks of the papal Swiss Guard 
within the Vatican, a World Heritage Site, organisers 
said yesterday. An assessment by experts for the UN 
cultural agency was “overall very positive,” Jean-Pierre 
Roth, president of the foundation set up to oversee 
the renovation, told reporters. Some “architectural 

elements” had still to be defined in the 44-million-euro 
($47.4 million) project, he said. The Swiss Guards, the 
world’s oldest practising army who currently number 
about 125, was founded by Pope Julius II in 1506 and is 
renowned for its blue, yellow and red striped uniform. 
Under plans launched in 

2016, the foundation aims to demolish the 19th-
century buildings that house the pope’s personal 
protection force and construct new facilities.

u A zoo in Pakistan has been shut down 
after a man was mauled to death by tigers in an 
attack discovered during routine cleaning, officials 
said yesterday. The body was found on Wednesday 
morning in Bahawalpur’s Sherbagh Zoo in the eastern 
province of Punjab after staff spotted one of the three 
tigers with a shoe in its mouth. “The zoo is closed 
right now as we determine how the man got in,” Ali 
Usman Bukhari, a senior officer of the province’s 
wildlife department, which operates the zoo, told AFP. The condition of the body 
suggests the attack happened late Tuesday night. “The autopsy report has not 
been released, however evidence gathered from the enclosure points towards him 
being alive when he was attacked by the tigers,” Bukhari said.
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attack

Russia sets 
presidential election 
for March 17

Putin’s trip on Wednesday, which 
also included a stop in the United 
Arab Emirates, was only his third 
outside the former Soviet Union 

since he invaded Ukraine in 
February 2022.
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Russian girl, 14, shoots and kills classmate, commits suicide
AFP | Moscow, Russia

A 14-year-old girl shot a 
classmate dead and injured 

five people before killing her-
self at a secondary school in the 
Russian city of Bryansk near the 
Ukraine border yesterday. 

Fatal attacks at educational 
facilities -- previously a rarity 
-- have become more common 
in Russia in recent years.

Moscow has taken steps to 
tighten already strict gun laws 
after a series of school attacks. 
After the Bryansk attack, the 
Kremlin said it would look 
into “why the measures did 
not work”. Moscow has voiced 

concern after previous at-
tacks, with President Vladimir 
Putin calling the incidents a 
US import.“A 14-year-old girl 
brought a pump-action shotgun 
to school, which she used to 

shoot her classmates,” Russia’s 
Investigative Committee said 
in a statement. “As a result, two 
people died -- one of them the 
shooter -- and there are five 
wounded,” it added. 

Emergency vehicles are seen on the grounds of Gymnasium Number Five 
following a shooting, in Bryansk

‘Clear shift’ in West Bank 
gunshot victim injuries
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

Palestinian gunshot victims 
in the occupied West Bank 
are now being shot more 

often in the head and torso rather 
than the limbs, Doctors Without 
Borders (MSF) said yesterday. 

The medical charity’s interna-
tional president, who recently 
returned from the West Bank, said 
that since the war between Israel 
and Hamas erupted on October 7, 
there had been a “clear shift” in 
the injuries being witnessed by 
MSF staff in West Bank hospitals.

“The type of trauma they are 
dealing with has changed com-
pletely,” Christos Christou told 
reporters at MSF’s headquarters 
in Geneva.

“In the past, the mechanism of 
the shooting was different. They 
were targeting the limbs,” he said.

“Instead of having injuries 

in the limbs, they have gunshot 
wounds in the abdomen, the trunk 
and the head. This is a clear shift.

“When you see that shift in the 

trauma, you will see more and 
more dead people.”

Christou called for greater 
international attention on the 

West Bank, where violence has 
flared since the outbreak of war 
between Israel and the Palestin-
ian militant group Hamas in the 
Gaza Strip.

The Palestinian Authority says 
Israeli fire and settler attacks 
in the West Bank -- which has 
been occupied by Israel since 
1967 -- have killed more than 250 
Palestinians during the current 
conflict.

During an Israeli military in-
cursion into the Jenin refugee 
camp witnessed by Christou, am-
bulances were prevented from 
reaching patients and the hospital 
entrance was blocked.

“Inside the hospital you can feel 
the level of desperation, knowing 
that you’re not able to reach the 
people. There’s nothing worse 
for a doctor than not being able 
to reach patients,” he said.

Christou said that within the 

Gaza Strip, patients were arriving 
in hospitals with severe injuries 
due to Israel’s bombardment and 
dehydration.

“Something quite under-re-
ported is the level of psychologi-
cal trauma that we see,” he added, 
notably among children arriving 
in Gaza hospitals with no surviv-
ing relatives.

“Even if they are intact and 
they are OK, there is a huge psy-
chological trauma there that will 
take, I don’t think only years, 
it will take generations to be  
healed.”

The latest toll from the Ha-
mas-run government media office 
said 16,248 people in Gaza, most 
of them women and children, had 
been killed.

Israel has vowed to destroy Ha-
mas and free 138 hostages still 
held after scores were released 
during a short-lived truce.

An injured Palestinian girl is helped onto a stretcher by Egyptian paramedics on the 
Egyptian side of the Rafah border crossing

Putin, Saudi leader urge oil 
cooperation as prices flag
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The leaders of Saudi Ara-
bia and Russia used a rare 

face-to-face meeting to urge oil 
producers to stick to pledged 
supply cuts, a joint statement 
said yesterday.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s trip to the Saudi capital 
a day earlier came as oil prices 
continued to slide, with US oil 
finishing below $70 per barrel 
for the first time since July.

Analysts have begun to con-
sider the possibility that Saudi 
Arabia could abruptly decide 
to open the spigots, recalling a 
move by the kingdom in 2014 to 
counter rising US production.

Meeting in Riyadh, Putin and 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman highlighted the work of 
the 23-member OPEC+ group of 

oil producers “in enhancing the 
stability of global oil markets.”

“They stressed... the need for 
all participating countries to 
adhere to the OPEC+ agreement, 
in a way that serves the inter-
ests of producers and consum-
ers and supports the growth 
of the global economy,” said 
a statement from the official 
Saudi Press Agency.

The OPEC+ bloc unveiled 
fresh supply cuts after a virtual 
meeting last week, with Russia 
saying it would slash oil ex-
ports by 500,000 barrels a day 
between January and March, 
having already introduced a cut 
of 300,000 barrels a day earlier 
this year.

Putin hails ties with Iran
Russian President Vladimir 

Putin praised his country’s re-

lations with Iran at a meeting 
with his Iranian counterpart 
Ebrahim Raisi, as the two dis-
cussed the Israel-Hamas war.

Since launching its assault 
on Ukraine in February 2022, 
Moscow has sought to deep-
en its economic and political 
ties with Tehran, both of which 
have been sanctioned by the 
West. “Our relations are devel-
oping very well. Please convey 
my best wishes to leader (Aya-
tollah Ali) Khamenei,” Putin 
told Raisi, referring to Iran’s 
head of state. “Thanks to his 
support, we have gained good 
momentum over the past year,” 
Putin said.

“It is very important for us 
to exchange views on the situ-
ation in the region, especially 
with regard to the situation in 
Palestine,” Putin said.

Russian state agency Sputnik shows Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman attending a welcoming ceremony 
ahead of their talks in Riyadh

Heavier rains in East Africa 
due to human activity: study

Nairobi, Kenya

Climate change caused by 
human activity made tor-

rential rains that have lashed 
East Africa since October and 
killed more than 300 people 
up to twice as intense, a scien-
tific study said Thursday.

Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia 
are grappling with heavy rain-
fall that has caused flooding in 
the latest devastating climate 
disaster to strike the region 
after a record drought.

Scientists from the World 
Weather Attribution (WWA) 
group said the current rainfall 
“was one of the most intense 
ever recorded in the region” 
between October and Decem-
ber.

“Climate change also con-
tributed to the event, making 
the heavy rainfall up to two 
times more intense,” they said, 
adding that the exact contri-

bution of global warming was 
unknown.

The Indian Ocean Dipole 
(IOD) -- a climate system de-
fined by the difference in sea 
surface temperature between 
western and eastern areas of 
the ocean -- also added to “un-
usually extreme” rainfall, the 
WWA report said.

“The scientists note that as 
long as the planet continues 
to warm, heavy rainfall events 
such as this one will be more 
frequent in East Africa,” the 
report warned.

The Horn of Africa is one of 
the regions most vulnerable to 
climate change -- even though 
the continent’s contribution 
to global carbon emissions is 
a fraction of the total.

“The prolonged hardship 
caused by the drought meant 
many people struggled to cope 
with the devastating rainfall” 
in the region, the report said.

Israel tank fire killed journalist 
in Lebanon: Reuters probe
AFP | Paris, France

Two Israeli tank rounds 
were used in the attack that 

killed a Reuters journalist and 
wounded six others in southern 
Lebanon on October 13, an in-
vestigation published yesterday 
by the news agency found.

Issam Abdallah, 37, was killed 
instantly in the incident. The 
others present -- two other Reu-
ters journalists, two from Qatari 
broadcaster Al Jazeera, and two 
from AFP -- were all injured.AFP 
photographer Christina Assi, 
28, was seriously wounded, lat-
er had a leg amputated and is 
still in hospital.

An AFP investigation con-
ducted with Airwars, an NGO 
that investigates attacks on ci-
vilians in conflict situations, 
showed that the first strike in-
volved a 120-mm tank shell only 
used by the Israeli army in this 
region.

Amnesty and Human Rights 
Watch also concluded that the 
first strike that killed Abdal-
lah and severely wounded Assi 
was most likely a tank round 
fired from Israel.For its inves-
tigation, Reuters worked with 
the Netherlands Organisation 
for Applied Scientific Research 
(TNO), an independent research 
institute which works with the 
Dutch defence ministry.

The probe pointed to "the 
tail fin of a 120 mm tank round 

fired by a smoothbore tank gun 
positioned 1.34 km away from 
the reporters, across the Leba-
nese border".

It analysed evidence from 
the scene, satellite images and 
hours of footage, including 
footage from Italian broadcast-
er Rai "that showed the launch 
point of the second strike as 
well as the tank round in flight, 
and the audio of the firing and 
the impact of both rounds taken 
from Al Jazeera's live feed".

"Using the Al Jazeera au-
dio, TNO calculated the inter-
val between the sound of the 
two strikes and the thud of the 
muzzle blasts to determine that 
the firing point was 1,343 me-
tres away from the reporters," 
Reuters said. "It said the sound 

signatures from the strikes 
matched, showing they were 
both tank rounds fired from the 
same position."

It determined they originated 
from an Israeli military outpost 
in Jordeikh next to the border.

"The evidence we now have, 
and have published today, 
shows that an Israeli tank crew 
killed our colleague Issam Ab-
dallah," Reuters editor-in-chief 
Alessandra Galloni said.

“We call on Israel to explain 
how this could have happened 
and to hold to account those re-
sponsible for his death and the 
wounding of Christina Assi of 
the AFP, our colleagues Thaier 
Al-Sudani and Maher Nazeh, 
and the three other reporters,” 
she said.

Prince Harry says 
UK not safe for him 
and family without 
security

AFP | London, United King-
dom

Prince Harry believes 
he was forced to leave 

the UK and that he and his 
family can never feel safe 
during visits home without 
adequate security, a court 
was told yesterday. 

The youngest son of King 
Charles III quit the British 
royal family with his wife 
Meghan in early 2020, and 
moved to north America, 
eventually settling in Cal-
ifornia. He has brought a 
case against the British gov-
ernment at the High Court 
in London after his UK tax-
payer-funded protection 
was removed.

A hearing has been taking 
place since Tuesday, with 
only the opening and clos-
ing session open to the me-
dia and public for security 
reasons. On Thursday, his 
lawyer Shaheed Fatima said 
Harry did not accept that he 
chose to stop being a “full-
time working member of 
the royal family”.

Prince Harry

US military grounds 
fleet of Osprey after 
crash off Japan
Washington, United States

The US mil itary an-
nounced Wednesday 

it was grounding its fleet 
of V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor 
aircraft following a deadly 
crash last week off the coast 
of Japan.

The Air Force Special Op-
erations Command said in 
a statement the move was 
to "mitigate risk while the 
investigation continues" 
on the November 29 crash 
which killed eight US air-
men.

T h e  Nava l  A i r  Sy s -
tems Command said later 
Wednesday it was following 
suit.

The hybrid V-22 Osprey 
aircraft, which can take 
off and land vertically like 
a helicopter and rotate its 
propellers forward to fly 
like an airplane, has been 
involved in three fatal ac-
cidents in just over a year.

The air force is probing 
what caused the fatal acci-
dent off southwest Japan.

"Preliminary investiga-
tion information indicates 
a potential materiel failure 
caused the mishap, but the 
underlying cause of the 
failure is unknown at this 
time," it added.

Israel approves ‘minimal’ fuel 
increase to Gaza: PM office
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel on Wednesday approved a 
“minimal” increase in fuel sup-

plies to war-torn Gaza to prevent 
a “humanitarian collapse”, Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
office said.

The announcement comes as 
the United Nations warned of a 
total breakdown of public order in 
Gaza as fighting intensifies in the 
south of the Palestinian territory.

A “minimal supplement of fuel 
-- necessary to prevent a human-
itarian collapse and the outbreak 
of epidemics” had been approved 
to enter “into the southern Gaza 
Strip”, Netanyahu’s office wrote 
on X, formerly Twitter.

It said the fuel supply increase 

was “necessary to avoid a human-
itarian collapse and the outbreak 
of epidemics in the south of the 
Gaza Strip”, which is controlled 
by Hamas.

“The minimal amount will be 
determined from time to time by 
the War Cabinet according to the 
morbidity situation and human-
itarian situation in the Strip,” it 
added.

Israel approves new settlement in 
east Jerusalem: NGO
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli authorities have approved 
the construction of more than 

1,700 new homes, a non-govern-
mental organisation said Wednes-
day, a move constituting the ex-
pansion of settlements in occu-
pied east Jerusalem.

Half the “new neighbourhood” 
comprising 1,738 housing units 
will be in the city’s annexed east, 
the Israeli NGO Peace Now said.

“If it weren’t for the war (be-
tween Israel and Hamas), there 
would be a lot of noise. It’s a highly 
problematic project for the con-
tinuity of a Palestinian state be-
tween the southern West Bank 
and east Jerusalem,” Peace Now’s 
Hagit Ofran told AFP.

In a statement, the NGO said: 
“Half of the Lower Aqueduct 
neighbourhood is situated beyond 
the Green Line in east Jerusalem, 
and the other half is within the 

Green Line.
“However, its strategic location 

between the neighbourhoods of 
Givat Hamatos and Har Homa 
makes it particularly problematic 
from a political standpoint.”

The Green Line refers to the 
1949 Armistice Line established 
at the end of the war that accom-
panied Israel’s founding a year 
earlier. It divided the city between 
Israeli-governed west Jerusalem 
and east Jerusalem, which was 
administered by Jordan until the 
1967 Six-Day War.

G7 leaders urge two-state solution
AFP | Washington, United States

G7 leaders reaffirmed their 
support for a two-state 

solution to the long-run-

ning Israel-Palestinian con-
flict in a statement issued 
after a virtual meeting on  
Wednesday.

“We remain committed to 

a Palestinian state as part of a 
two-state solution that enables 
both Israelis and Palestinians to 
live in a just, lasting, and secure 
peace,” they said.

UNESCO recognises Lebanese flatbread manoushe
AFP | Beirut, Lebanon

The UN cultural agency on 
Wednesday said it was add-

ing Lebanon's iconic flatbread, 
manoushe, to its list of intangi-
ble cultural heritage.

The Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Safeguard-
ing of Intangible Cultural Her-
itage, convening in Botswana 
since Monday, approved the 
inscription of the renowned 
bread "topped with a mixture of 
thyme, sumac, toasted sesame 
seeds, salt and olive oil".

"The quintessential Leba-
nese breakfast, manoushe is a 
flatbread prepared in homes 
and specialised bakeries, and 
enjoyed by people of all back-
grounds," UNESCO said.

The flatbread is often topped 
with a soft cheese called labneh, 
as well as tomatoes, cucumbers, 
olives and mint leaves.

"While preparing the dough, 
the practitioners pray that it 

will rise, with Muslims recit-
ing the beginning of Fatiha 
and Christians reciting several 
prayers and making the sign 
of the cross before letting the 
dough rest," the UN agency 
added.

"The manoushe is eaten 
across communities, reflect-
ing the symbolic idea of living 
together among the Lebanese," 
said Bahjat Rizk, Lebanon's cul-
tural attache at UNESCO.

"The bakeries that prepare 
this dish are spread throughout 

the country," he told AFP.
Manoushe remains one of the 

least expensive food options in 
a country struggling from a se-
vere economic crisis since 2019.

" T h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f 
manoushe for sale in small bak-
eries also contributes to local 
economic development," UNE-
SCO said.

A popular  street  food, 
manoushe can also be found 
in bakeries around the world 
thanks to the Lebanese dias-
pora.

A baker tops traditional Lebanese manoushe flatbreads with mint, tomatoes 
and olives

An Israeli army self-propelled artillery howitzer fires rounds from a position 
near the border with the Gaza Strip in southern Israel

Israel occupied east Jerusalem in 1967 
and later annexed it in a move never 
recognised by the United Nations.
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