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‘Source of pride’
HRH Prince Salman: Bahrain is home to talented individuals writing success stories

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s success in in-
ternational and region-
al championships and 

forums serves as a significant 
source of pride.

This was emphasised by His 
Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, as he met yesterday with the 
players, as well as the technical 
and administrative staff of the 
Bahrain national football team, 
at Riffa Palace, to celebrate their 
victory at the 26th Arabian Gulf 
Cup.

He affirmed that the achieve-
ments of the people of Bahrain 
in various sports are a result of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa’s unwavering support 
for the Kingdom’s sports sector.

HRH Prince Salman noted that 
Bahrain is home to talented in-
dividuals who consistently write 
success stories through their 
achievements, strengthening the 
Kingdom’s standing.

Every new achievement by 
Team Bahrain contributes to 
the Kingdom’s comprehensive 
development, which began 25 
years ago with the Accession 
of His Majesty the King to the 
throne, he added.

HRH the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister congratulated 
the team on their outstanding 
performance throughout the 
championship, which culminat-
ed in this historic victory.

Stepping stone
His Royal Highness noted 

that this achievement serves as 
a stepping stone for the team to-
ward future success in Bahraini 
football.

He affirmed the dedication 
and commitment of His Maj-
esty the King’s Representative 
for Humanitarian Work and 
Youth Affairs, Chairman of the 
Supreme Council for Youth and 
Sports, His Highness Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
and the First Deputy Chairman 

of the Supreme Council for 
Youth and Sports, President of 
the General Sports Authority 
and President of Bahrain Olym-
pic Committee, His Highness 
Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, to developing Bahrain’s 
sports sector and achieving the 
Kingdom’s aspirations.

Efforts
HRH Prince Salman com-

mended the efforts of the Pres-
ident of the Bahrain Football 
Association (BFA), Shaikh Ali 
bin Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khal-
ifa, as well as all BFA members 
and members of the national 
workforce who supported the 
Bahrain National Football Team 
in achieving this distinguished 

accomplishment.
His Royal Highness highlight-

ed the unwavering support of 
the Bahraini fans for the nation-
al football team throughout the 
championship, emphasising that 
their encouragement was the 
greatest incentive for the team’s 
triumph as champions of the 
prestigious tournament.

He praised the State of Kuwait 
for its exceptional organisation 
of the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup 
and praised the efforts of all the 
teams that competed, wishing 
them success in future cham-
pionships.

Appreciation
The players, along with the 

administrative and technical 

staff, expressed their appreci-
ation for HRH Prince Salman’s 
support for the people of Bah-
rain, which contributed to this 
historic achievement.

They also pledged to achieve 
further sporting accomplish-
ments that enhance Bahrain’s 
global standing.

HH Shaikh Nasser, HH Shai-
kh Khalid, HH Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Isa bin Salman 
Education Charitable Trust, and 
Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Labour Fund, Tam-
keen, HH Shaikh Mohammed 
bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, and number of senior officials 
also attended the meeting.

HRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister with the Bahrain national football team

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, 
met yesterday with the Ombudswoman and Chairperson of the Prisoners and Detainees Rights 
Commission (PDRC), Ghada Hameed Habib, at Riffa Palace. During the meeting, HRH Prince Salman 
was presented with the Prisoners and Detainees Rights Commission Report 2020-2023. He affirmed 
the Kingdom’s adoption of societal and humanitarian initiatives and programs, which enhance the 
legal system and consolidate the principles of justice, under the visionary leadership of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. His Royal Highness expressed his appreciation for the PDRC's efforts 
to uphold the principles of transparency within the framework of a state founded on institutions 
and the rule of law.

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, 
met yesterday with the outgoing World Health Organization (WHO) Representative in Bahrain, Dr. 
Tasneem Ghaleb Atatreh, at Riffa Palace. HRH Prince Salman affirmed the Kingdom’s commitment 
to advancing the health sector, improving the efficiency of health services, and ensuring their 
sustainability to achieve the Kingdom’s comprehensive development goals under the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. His Royal Highness emphasised the importance of 
strengthening cooperation with specialised health organizations and institutions to adopt best 
practices and enhance the efficiency of the national workforce in the medical field. This aims to 
improve the health of Bahrain’s citizens and residents.

Upholding justice Bahrain-WHO cooperation

HM King thanked 
by Amir of Qatar
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 

received a cable of thanks 
from His Highness Sheikh 
Tamim bin  Hamad Al 
Thani, the Amir of Qatar, in 
response to HM’s cable of 
congratulations on Qatar’s 
National Day.

HM the King

Harris set to visit 
Bahrain next week
 TDT | Manama

The Court of the Crown 
Prince has announced 

that US Vice President Ka-
mala Harris will arrive in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain on 
Thursday, January 16, 2025, 
for an official visit.

During her visit, Vice 
President Harris will meet 
with His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
to discuss matters of mu-
tual interest and further 
strengthen Bahrain-US re-
lations.

The Court of the Crown 
Prince extended a warm 
welcome to the Vice Presi-
dent and her accompanying 
delegation, wishing them 
a pleasant and productive 
stay in the Kingdom.

Fikra e-voting
TDT | Manama

Electronic voting for the 
sixth edition of the Gov-

ernment Innovation Com-
petition (Fikra) has been 
launched through the Prime 
Minister’s Office website 
at www.pmo.gov.bh to de-
termine the winner of the 
“Public Vote” category.
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Open your Turkish bank 
account from Bahrain

AL BARAKA ISLAMIC BANK EXCLUSIVE

BORDERLESS
BANKING

Apply today to open your Turkish bank 
account whilst visiting your nearest
Al Baraka Islamic Bank branch.

13300400
Licensed as an Islamic Retail Bank by The Central Bank of Bahrain

For more information   

albaraka.bh

Major upgrade
Telecommunications Regulatory Authority approves wholesale 
price changes to boost fibre broadband speeds in Bahrain
TDT | Manama

In an era where the inter-
net is integral to daily life, 
supporting everything from 

information access and enter-
tainment to commerce and 
business, Bahrain stands out as 
one of the most advanced com-
munications markets globally.

With nationwide 5G coverage 
and widespread fibre broad-
band availability, consumers in 
Bahrain can select the broad-
band services that best meet 
their needs.

The Telecommunications 
Regulatory Authority (TRA) 
yesterday approved changes 
to the wholesale services BNET 
provides to internet service 
providers to support consumer 
and business fibre broadband 
services.

This decision will allow the 
speed of fibre broadband ser-
vices to more than double at no 
additional cost to consumers.

Digital economy
Broadband connectivity is 

essential for fostering inclu-
sive participation in the digital 
economy.

Whether through 5G or fi-
bre networks, it is imperative 
that consumers have access to 

high-quality services at com-
petitive prices.

The TRA believes that these 
changes to BNET’s services will 
contribute to Bahrain’s vision 
of being one of the best-con-
nected nations globally, while 
maintaining internationally 
competitive pricing.

Development
Philip Marnick, General Di-

rector of TRA, commented on 
the development: “To ensure 
the prices we pay are global-
ly competitive, we benchmark 
prices not just against our 
neighbors in the GCC, but also 
against other advanced com-
petitive markets. We already 
have competitive mobile pric-
es, and these changes we have 
approved will help ensure the 
prices we pay for fibre broad-
band services remain globally 
competitive.

“In approving the changes, 

we have also ensured that all 
telecommunications operators 
can continue to invest in their 
networks and services to en-
sure we always remain one of 
the best-connected countries 
in the world.”

The TRA remains commit-
ted to fostering a robust and 
competitive telecommunica-
tions environment that benefits 
consumers, supports economic 
growth, and positions Bahrain 
as a leader in digital connec-
tivity.

ILA and THMC forge 
strategic partnership

TDT | Manama

The Indian Ladies Associa-
tion (ILA) and the Thattai 

Hindu Merchants Communi-
ty (THMC) officially signed a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing (MoU) at the ILA premis-
es on January 7, marking the 
beginning of a collaborative 
journey to foster community 
service, entrepreneurship, and 
cultural exchange in Bahrain.

The event brought togeth-
er prominent representatives 
from both organizations, in-
cluding Mrs. Kiran Abhijit 
Mangle, Hon. President, ILA, 
and key members from THMC.

THMC representatives pres-
ent during the signing ceremo-
ny were Mr. Mukesh T. Kavalan, 
Hon. President, Kavalani & Sons 
W.L.L; Mr. B.C. Thaker, Past 
President, THMC; Mrs. Bharti 
Gajria, Hon. Board Member, 
Gajria, and Mr. Yogesh N. Bha-
tia, Hon. Treasurer, THMC. The 
ILA delegation included Mrs. 
Kiran Abhijit Mangle, Hon. 

President, ILA, along with the 
Executive Committee 2024, 
Past President Mrs. Thanuja 
Anil, and Advisory Committee 
Member Mrs. Anjali Gupta.

Key areas of collaboration 
included the following: Com-
munity Service Initiatives: Joint 
programs aimed at enhancing 
community welfare and sup-
porting charitable activities; 
Entrepreneurial Development: 
Special emphasis on empow-
ering women entrepreneurs 
through workshops, network-
ing opportunities, and trade 
exhibitions; and Cultural Ex-
change: Promoting bilateral 
cultural ties and fostering deep-

er integration between Indian 
communities in Bahrain.

In her address, Mrs. Kiran 
Abhijit Mangle, Hon. Presi-
dent, ILA, emphasized, “This 
collaboration is a significant 
step towards strengthening our 
community ties and creating 
opportunities for cultural and 
economic empowerment.”

Mr. Mukesh T. Kavalani, Hon. 
President, THMC, echoed sim-
ilar sentiments, stating, “To-
gether, we can build a stronger 
platform for mutual growth, co-
operation, and shared success.”

The partnership underscores 
a shared vision for social re-
sponsibility.

ILA and THMC representatives at the MoU-signing ceremony

The consumers 
will have access 
to high-quality 

services at 
competitive 

prices.
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‘Education key to building stronger future’
TDT | Manama

Investing in education leads to 
a stronger and more prosper-

ous future, requiring initiatives 
that enhance and innovate with-
in the education sector. 

This was emphasised by His 
Highness Shaikh Isa bin Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
Isa bin Salman Education Char-
itable Trust and Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the Labour 
Fund, Tamkeen, as he chaired 
the Trust’s Board meeting yes-
terday at Riffa Palace.

HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman not-
ed that such investment ensures 
future generations are equipped 
with the necessary knowledge to 
make Bahrain even more pros-
perous.

Development
He highlighted the impor-

tance of education in driving 
the Kingdom’s comprehensive 
development, which began 25 
years ago with His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s Ac-
cession to the throne.

His Highness also affirmed the 
support provided by His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, in 
developing the Kingdom’s edu-
cation sector, which contributes 
to achieving sustainable devel-
opment and advancing achieve-
ments across various fields.

During the meeting, a re-
port on the beneficiaries of the 
Trust’s scholarships, the exec-
utive plan for undergraduate 
scholarships the postgraduate 
studies program for 2025-2026, 
and the Trust’s annual report for 
2024 were discussed.

Investment 
HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman 

highlighted the importance of 
providing quality educational 
opportunities for the people 
of Bahrain, emphasising that 
they represent the most valu-
able investment for building a 
brighter future and driving the 
Kingdom’s development.

He affirmed the importance of 
partnerships between the public 
and private sectors and their 
role in supporting educational 
initiatives that contribute to the 
development of human resourc-
es and the preparation of the 
national workforce to address 
future challenges.

HH Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa chairs the Board of Trustees 
meeting

Short films, big impact
‘Hope from the Ashes’ dominates awards at US-Bahrain documentary screening
Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama

Emerging Bahraini film-
makers showcased their 
talents in the third edi-

tion of the “Project Documen-
taries” film screening, organised 
by the US Embassy in partner-
ship with Bahrain’s Ministry of 
Youth Affairs.

The event, held at Al-Dana 
Mall’s EPIX Cinema, celebrat-
ed the rich history and beauty 
of Bahrain through compelling 
short documentaries.

The initiative followed a 
workshop led by US filmmaker 
and producer Todd Thompson 
in October 2024, where Bah-
raini filmmakers honed their 
skills.

Documentaries 
The final three documenta-

ries – The Dive, Hope from the 
Ashes, and Heroes Behind the 
Track – were screened during 
the event, captivating the audi-
ence with their unique narra-
tives and creative approaches.

Among the highlights was 
Hope from the Ashes, a grip-
ping documentary about the 
fire that devastated the historic 
Manama Souq.

The film offered a message of 
resilience and renewal, leaving 
viewers moved and inspired. 

Bahraini youth
US Ambassador to Bahrain, 

His Excellency Steven C. Bondy, 
praised the initiative for em-
powering Bahraini youth.

“We aim to ensure that 
young people in Bahrain are 
equipped with the skills they 
need to thrive in the labour 

force,” Ambassador Bondy  
said.

He emphasised that such pro-
jects align with the shared goals 
of the US and Bahraini govern-
ments in fostering youth devel-
opment.

The ambassador also com-
mended the exceptional talent 
of Bahraini youth, noting their 
potential to make significant 
contributions to creative indus-
tries.

Unbelievable talents
“Bahraini youth have unbe-

lievable talents,” Ambassador 
Bondy told The Daily Tribune.

The event underscored the 
importance of collaboration, 

with US experts providing valu-
able insights to the filmmakers 
during the workshops.

The success of the screening 

and awards ceremony highlight-
ed the power of storytelling in 
bridging cultures and celebrat-
ing local heritage.

Best Directing: Jassim Ahmed (Hope from the Ashes)

Best Producing: Alaa Alshowaikh (Hope from the Ashes)

Best Storytelling: Hope from the Ashes (General)

Best Cinematography: Anwar Alzaki & Abdulla Naser (AlDana)

Best Editing: Sayed Mujtaba Hasan (Hope from the Ashes)

Best Audio & Sound: Taimoor Walayat (Heroes Behind the Track)H.E. Steven C. Bondy, US Ambassador 
to Bahrain

'Hope from the Ashes' Documentary Team (Pictures by Ashen Tharaka)

'AlDana' Documentary Team

Young Bahraini filmmakers with the Minister of Youth Affairs, Her Excellency Rawan bint Najeeb Tawfiqi

Ambassador Bondy and the Minister of Youth Affairs at the 
red carpet ceremony with other officials ‘Heroes Behind the Track’ Documentary Team 

Tamkeen covers 
50% of solar panel 
costs for businesses

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Tamkeen has revealed that 
its financing programme 

covers up to half the costs 
of installing solar panels for 
businesses in Bahrain, while it 
also looks at adding new ways 
to support renewable energy 
projects.

The announcement came 
after Shura Council member 
Talal Mohammed Al Man-
nai asked about the Labour 
Fund’s efforts to encourage 
investment in cleaner energy 
sources, particularly within 
the commercial sector.

In a letter to the Shura 
Council, Tamkeen Chief Exec-
utive Maha Mufeez explained 
how its range of programmes 
helps businesses across vari-
ous stages.

Global standards
She said the Fund aims to 

strengthen Bahrain’s energy 
sector by backing sustainable 
resources and ensuring local 

firms can meet global stand-
ards.

“Our focus is on helping 
businesses thrive by provid-
ing them with tools and sup-
port that match their needs. 
This includes helping them 
tackle energy challenges 
with practical solutions,” said  
Mufeez.

One of the main initiatives, 
the Financing Support Pro-
gramme, works with local 
banks to offer funding options.

Costs
Businesses can receive up 

to 50 per cent of the costs for 
projects such as buying and 
installing solar panels.

The programme also offers 
guarantees to make borrowing 
easier, allowing firms to grow 
and expand.

Tamkeen’s Start Your Busi-
ness Programme also supports 
new ventures by covering up 
to 50 per cent of expenses, 
helping early-stage companies 
launch and grow.

Maha Mufeez, Tamkeen Chief 
Executive

Talal Mohammed Al Mannai, Shura 
Council member

Father and son compensated 
for damage to five vehicles 
TDT | Manama

A father and son have suc-
cessfully claimed compen-

sation for damage to their five 
vehicles caused by a construc-
tion company’s application of 
insulating material on a neigh-
bouring property.

The vehicles suffered sig-
nificant damage due to the 
spraying of materials, which 
the court found resulted from 
the company’s failure to exer-
cise the necessary caution.

According to lawyer Fati-
ma Al Shirawi, the plaintiffs 
filed a lawsuit against both the 
owner of the company and the 

contracting firm responsible 
for the insulation work, seek-
ing a total of 16,892 dinars in 
damages.

The plaintiffs argued that 
the spraying occurred near the 
area where their vehicles were 
parked, and the company did 
not take adequate precautions, 
leading to the insulation mate-
rials contaminating their cars.

Market value
The plaintiffs reported that 

the damage included the melt-
ing of the vehicle paint and the 
creation of small holes, sub-
stantially reducing the market 
value of their cars.



Workers’ rights 
are on the line
Bahrain Free Labour Unions Federation reports 158 worker dispute cases in 2024
H Naser
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Free La-
bour Unions Federation 
has reported a notable 

increase in labour disputes, 
receiving 158 cases involving 
approximately 468 workers in 
2024.

This figure represents an in-
crease from 127 cases recorded 
in 2023.

The disputes encompass 
a range of issues, including 
wrongful termination, delayed 
salaries, and refusal to pay enti-
tlements, with foreign workers 
constituting about 95% of the 
cases.

Ahmed Aqeel Faqihi, Vice 
President of the Bahrain Free 
Labour Unions Federation for 
Labour Relations and Com-
plaints, told the Daily Tribune 
that the federation has been ac-
tively addressing these issues 
since the beginning of the year.

Challenges
He emphasised that the vari-

ety of cases illustrates ongoing 
challenges within the labour 
market.

Among the 158 cases, 51 were 
related to wrongful termination, 
indicating a persistent issue in 
the workplace.

The most common complaints 
involved delayed salaries and 

non-payment of entitlements, 
which accounted for 84 cases.

Obligations
This highlights the critical 

need for employers to comply 
with their obligations regarding 
workers’ rights.

Additionally, there were ap-
proximately 23 other cases of 
varying nature.

Faqihi noted that the feder-
ation is committed to support-
ing workers across all sectors, 
employing systematic methods 
to address each case with the 
workers’ interests as a priority. 

Discussions
“This process begins with 

listening to the affected indi-
viduals, ensuring discussions 
occur in their native languages 
for clear and comprehensive un-
derstanding. For foreign work-
ers, translators are provided to 
facilitate communication and 
ensure accurate information 
exchange, reflecting the feder-
ation’s dedication to offering 
exceptional services to all work-
ers, regardless of nationality or 
background,” he said.

He mentioned that nearly 
70% of the cases received by the 

federation are resolved amica-
bly, showcasing its effectiveness 
in finding fair and swift solu-
tions that help workers avoid 
legal complications.

Cases that cannot be resolved 
through these means are re-
ferred to the courts.
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The federation 
is committed 
to supporting 

workers across all 
sectors, employing 

systematic methods 
to address each case 

with the workers’ 
interests as a 

priority
AHMED AQEEL FAQIHI, VICE PRESIDENT 

OF THE BAHRAIN FREE LABOUR UNIONS 

FEDERATION FOR LABOUR RELATIONS 

AND COMPLAINTS

Joint panel reviews government programme’s progress
 TDT | Manama

Under the directives of His 
Royal Highness Prince Sal-

man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, a joint government-parlia-
ment meeting was held to brief 
the Council of Representatives 
on the latest updates regarding 
the implementation of the gov-
ernment programme.

The meeting was chaired by 
Ahmed bin Salman Al Musal-
lam, Speaker of the Council of 
Representatives, on behalf of the 
council, and H.E. Shaikh Khalid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Deputy 
Prime Minister, on behalf of the 
government.

The government delegation 
included H.E. Shaikh Salman 
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Finance 

and National Economy Minis-
ter; H.E. Ghanim bin Fadhel Al 
Buainain, Shura and Represent-
atives Councils Affairs Minister; 
H.E. Wael bin Nasser Al Mubar-
ak, Municipalities and Agri-
culture Affairs Minister, H.E. 
Ibrahim bin Hassan Al Hawaj, 
Works Minister; H.E. Dr. Jalee-
la bint Al Sayed Jawad Hasan, 
Health Minister; H.E. Hamad 
bin Faisal Al Maliki, Cabinet Af-
fairs Minister; H.E. Amna bint 
Ahmed Al Romaihi, Housing 
and Urban Planning Minister; 
and H.E. Osama bin Ahmed Al 
Alawi, Social Development Min-
ister, along with several other 
officials.

Al Musallam expressed pride 
in the productive and construc-
tive cooperation between the 
executive and legislative au-

thorities, which has resulted 
in achievements across various 
sectors.

He noted that these ef-
forts align with the vision of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and the sup-
port and follow-up of HRH 
the Crown Prince and Prime  
Minister.

Al Musallam highlighted that 
the Council of Representatives’ 
unanimous approval of the gov-
ernment programme (2023–
2026), with its four priorities 
and six pillars, reflects a shared 
commitment to achieving na-
tional aspirations.

He commended the poli-
cies and initiatives in the pro-
gramme, which embody an ad-
vanced methodology for pro-
gress and success.Government-Parliament joint meeting in progress

Expats fill 14% of public sector 
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

The Civil Service Bureau 
has revealed that Bahrai-

nis make up the lion’s share of 
the public sector workforce, 
accounting for 86 per cent 
with 35,663 employees, while 
foreigners represent 14 per 
cent, or 5,800 individuals.

Most of these expatriate 
workers are found in health-
care and education, which to-
gether comprise 90 per cent 
of all non-Bahrainis in govern-
ment jobs.

Since 2019, the number of 
foreign workers has fallen by 
23 per cent, dropping from 
7,582 to 5,800.

Contracts
The bureau explained that 

hiring and renewing contracts 
for foreign employees are driv-
en by genuine workforce needs 
and only occur when no qual-
ified Bahrainis are available.

Before signing off on any re-
newal, it ensures the absence 

of suitable Bahraini candidates 
and provides government enti-
ties with a list of local options 
to fill vacancies.

All employment decisions 
are tied to strict job evaluation 
systems to keep things running 
smoothly.

Tighter restrictions
Meanwhile, the Shura Coun-

cil’s Legislative and Legal Af-
fairs Committee has called for 
rejecting a proposed change to 
the Civil Service Law aimed at 
imposing tighter restrictions 
on hiring foreigners.

The amendment, approved 
earlier by Parliament and set 
for discussion in the Shura 
Council’s next session, would 
allow foreign hires only if no 
Bahrainis meet the require-
ments.

It stipulates that non-Bah-
raini candidates must hold at 
least a master’s degree, have 
ten years of experience, and 
work on contracts limited to 
two years, with renewals only 
in exceptional cases.

Manufacturing sector tops Bahraini absenteeism chart
H Naser
TDT | Manama

Recent official statistics from 
the Social Insurance System 

have highlighted notable dispar-
ities in absenteeism between 
different sectors and among 
national and foreign workers in 
Bahrain for the year 2023. 

The manufacturing sector 
topped the list for days of ab-

senteeism among Bahraini cit-
izens, recording a total of 205 
days, which exceeds the total 
absenteeism recorded for for-
eign workers in the same sector, 
which was 104 days.

Overall, the total number of 
absentee days for Bahraini cit-
izens across all sectors reached 
566 days, compared to 311 days 
for foreign workers, reflecting 
an increase of 45% in absentee-

ism among local employees.
The wholesale and retail sec-

tor ranked second in absentee-
ism for Bahraini citizens, with 
133 days recorded, followed by 
the transportation and storage 
sector at 117 days. 

The hospitality and restau-
rant sector reported 51 days of 
absenteeism, while the con-
struction sector had the lowest 
at 34 days.

Notably, the health and so-
cial work sector recorded 
the least absenteeism with 
only 26 days, and the real es-
tate sector had just one day of  
absence.

For foreign workers, the 
wholesale and retail sector came 
in second after manufacturing, 
with 100 days of absenteeism, 
followed by the construction 
sector at 92 days.

Fake ministry papers 
used in BD2,400 scam
TDT | Manama

An Asian businessman un-
covered a BD2,400 scam 

after discovering that trade-
mark certificates provided by 
a Bahraini man in his fifties 
were forged.

The defendant, who con-
fessed in court, admitted to us-
ing a Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce template to pro-
duce fraudulent documents as 
part of the scheme.

The businessman had paid 
the defendant via an e-pay-

ment app in 2022, believing 
the money would cover the 
registration of three trade-
marks with the ministry.

Shortly after, the defendant 
handed him printed certifi-
cates that appeared to confirm 
the trademarks were officially 
registered.

However, the businessman’s 
suspicions were raised, leading 
him to check the certificates 
directly with the ministry.

He soon found out they were 
bogus and alerted the author-
ities.

Trafficking awareness lecture 
TDT | Manama

The Human Trafficking and 
Public Morality Protection 

Department of the Criminal 
Investigation and Forensic Sci-
ence Directorate organised an 
awareness lecture focused on 
combating human trafficking 
for frontline workers.

The session aimed to en-
hance skills and knowledge 
in tackling human trafficking, 
targeting law enforcement of-
ficers within the Ministry of 

Interior.
The lecture was attend-

ed by a number of officers 
and civilians from various 
departments  within  the  
ministry.

This initiative is part of the 
Ministry of Interior’s ongo-
ing efforts to combat human 
trafficking and support the 
enhancement of capabilities 
for early detection and identi-
fication of human trafficking 
victims.
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BisB partners with 
Conserving Bounties

To support food redistribution and sustainability initiatives
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain Islamic Bank 
(BisB), the leading pro-
vider of innovative Is-

lamic financial solutions for 
simplifying money matters in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, has 
entered a strategic partnership 
with Conserving Bounties, a 
non-profit organisation dedicat-
ed to collecting surplus food and 
redistributing it to underserved 
families, expatriate workers, and 
individuals across Bahrain.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) aims to 
strengthen national efforts to 
combat food poverty, reduce 
waste, and promote conscious 
production and consumption. 
By ensuring fair and responsible 
redistribution of surplus food 
to vulnerable communities, it 
contributes to the attainment of 
UN’s Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 
2: Zero Hunger. Both organisa-
tions will also work on raising 
public awareness about the im-
portance of food preservation. 
BisB’s volunteer team ‘Jood’ 
will actively help Conserving 
Bounties by participating in food 
distribution and providing ad-
ministrative and logistical as-

sistance. 
Ms. Fatema AlAlawi, Acting 

Chief Executive Officer of BisB, 
remarked, “Our partnership 
with Conserving Bounties em-
bodies BisB’s steadfast commit-
ment to addressing food inse-
curity across Bahrain. By sup-

porting initiatives that preserve 
surplus resources and promote 
equitable distribution, we are 
reinforcing our dedication to 
the community and Bahrain’s 
national development goals. 
Through BisB’s volunteer team 
Jood, we aim to play our part 

in creating a culture of mindful 
consumption and usher in posi-
tive social impact.”

Shaikh Zeyad bin Faisal Al 
Khalifa, Deputy Chairman of 
Conserving Bounties, added, 
“This joint endeavour with BisB 
marks a pivotal step in our mis-

sion to alleviate hunger and re-
duce food waste, amplifying our 
ability to effectively serve vul-
nerable communities. Together, 
we are setting a strong example 
of how strong collaborations can 
drive meaningful progress to-
ward a more sustainable future.”

Officials following the deal signing

Indonesia 
upholds iPhone 
16 sales ban after 
Apple offers $1 bn 
investment

Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia on Wednesday 
upheld a ban on iPhone 

16 sales despite Apple’s $1 
billion pledge to invest in 
the country after a negoti-
ation deadlock, citing the 
company’s failure to meet 
domestic market require-
ments.

Indonesia in October pro-
hibited the marketing and 
sale of the iPhone 16 model 
over Apple’s failure to meet 
local investment regulations 
requiring that 40 percent of 
phones be made from local 
parts as the country seeks 
to boost investments from 
giant tech companies.

Investment Minister 
Rosan Roeslani told report-
ers on Tuesday that Apple 
was fully committed to in-
vest $1 billion to build an 
AirTag factory on Batam 
island, which was expected 
to supply 65 percent of the 
global supply.

It was unclear if the deal 
on the factory in the indus-
trial zone had been signed.

Vendors wait for customers at a 
mobile phone shopping centre in 
Jakarta

TVs get smarter as makers cater to AI lifestyles
AFP | Las Vegas, United States

Dazzling televisions that 
routinely star at the Con-
sumer Electronics Show 

opening here Tuesday are get-
ting ever smarter with an eye 
toward being at the heart of 
AI-centered lifestyles.

TV titans like LG, Samsung and 
TCL are packing ever more AI 
into stunning, huge screens that 
are inching toward being digital 
assistants capable of chatting 
with users and other devices in 
homes, some with the help of 
Google or Microsoft.

South Korea-based LG touted 
the arrival of “Affectionate In-
telligence” in which home appli-
ances watch over people -- from 
tracking how well they sleep to 
making sure they remember to 
take an umbrella when rain is in 
the forecast.

“At LG, we’re seamlessly in-
tegrating AI into physical living 
spaces around us,” chief execu-
tive William Cho said at a media 
event Monday.

“We see space not merely as a 
physical location but as an envi-
ronment where holistic experi-

ences come to life -- across the 
Home, Mobility, Commercial 
and even Virtual spaces.”

LG is making advances with 
its digital assistant that employs 
generative AI and sensors in de-
vices to understand what people 
are doing and coordinate devices 
in responses tailored to the con-
text, according to the company.

LG announced a strategic part-
nership with Microsoft to put 
Copilot AI to use in its consumer 

electronics.
“We are joining forces to shape 

the future of AI powered spaces,” 
Cho said of LG and Microsoft.

“Our ultimate goal is simple 
yet profound -- to leverage AI 
as a means of creating holistic 
customer value in each whatever 
space you are.”

LG and Microsoft are working 
on AI “agents” for homes, cars, 
hotels and other “spaces” and 
plan to develop some that not 
only understand and interact 
with customers but also predict 
their needs, according to the 
companies.

“At Microsoft, we believe AI 
will fundamentally change the 
way we live and work,” Micro-
soft chief commercial officer 
Judson Althoff said in a video 
appearance at an LG press event.

“We could not be more excited 

to partner with LG Electronics - 
the pioneers of smart, connected 
spaces - to integrate AI into life’s 
everyday experiences.”

Cho stressed that LG’s plan 
for connected homes governed 
by AI would be an open mod-
el, meaning devices from other 
manufacturers can be designed 
to synch with the network.

TCL teams with Google 
Chinese TV titan TCL an-

nounced a new QM6K line of 
premium TVs starting at $800, 
along with a partnership with 
Google to build the internet gi-
ant’s Gemini AI into some mod-
els.

“TV is already well positioned 
as a hub for entertainment and 
information,” Google vice pres-
ident of TV platforms Shalini 
Govil-Pai said during a TCL me-

dia event.
“With the Gemini model and 

new hardware capabilities like 
the proximity sensor and the 
far field microphones, 
we will be able to 
unlock whole new 
use cases that will 
evolve how you 
i ntera ct  w i th 
your TV.”

G o v i l - Pa i 
d e s c r i b e d 
Gemini-en-
h a n c e d  T V s 
a s  h u b s  f o r 
k n o w l e d g e 
and manag-
ing connect-
ed devices in 
homes.

“Your Google 
TV will always 
be ready to 

help when you need it,” she said.
“Our upgraded voice assistant 

with Gemini capabilities can 
understand natural language.”

Gemini features will start roll-
ing out later this year to Google 
TV devices and some TCL mod-
els, according to Govil-Pai.

China-based consumer elec-
tronics colossus Hisense an-
nounced it is working Google 
“Home” software into its line-
up of products to enable “true 
home automation.”

Samsung Electronics, mean-
while, is at CES with an “AI for 
All” roadmap aimed at making 
AI an “every day, everywhere” 
experience.

Samsung executives said that 
its devices from sensor-packed 
wearables to televisions were 
increasing intuitive and collab-
orative interactions with the 
help of AI.

“It’s the age of Home AI,” 
said Jonathan Gabrio, head 

of the Connected Experience 
Center at Samsung Electronics 
America.

“We’ve brought intelligent, 
powerful and personalized ex-

periences lever-
aging every break-

through advance-
ment we can dream 
up to make AI work 
for you.”

Attendees tour the inside of the AC Future’s AI-Transformable Home RV

The Clicks physical keyboard for Apple 
iPhone

Attendees look at a John Deere 
autonomous lawnmower

Spectators walk past an Electric Refuse Collection Vehicle at the Oshkosh booth

An Autonomous 
Refuse Robot 
runs through a 
demonstration at 
Oskosh’s booth
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Judges’ investigations for the tri-
al of Joan of Arc begin in Rouen, 
France, the seat of the English 
occupation government

Afghans defeat the In-
dian Maratha Empire in 
the Battle of Barari Ghat

 Louis Daguerre demonstrates his ‘da-
guerreotype’ photographic process to 
the French Academy of Sciences

Apple CEO Steve 
Jobs announces 

the iPhone
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Pleased to speak with 
President  @anton-

iolscosta. India and the 
EU are natural partners. 
We are committed to 
working closely togeth-
er to further strengthen 
the India-EU Strategic 
Partnership, including 
in the areas of technolo-
gy, green energy, digital 
space, trade and invest-
ments. @eucopresident

@narendramodi

Please call your mem-
ber of parliament 

and tell them that the 
hundreds of thousands 
of little girls in Britain 
who were, and are still 
are, being systematically, 
horrifically gang-raped 
deserve some justice in 
this world.  This is vitally 
important or it will just 
keep happening.

@elonmusk

Four years ago, violent 
insurrectionists at-

tacked the Capitol, threat-
ened the lives of elected 
officials, and assaulted 
brave law enforcement of-
ficers. We cannot forget.

@JoeBiden

I’m profoundly sad-
dened by the loss of 

life caused by the earth-
quake that struck the Ti-
bet Autonomous Region 
of China. I wish a speedy 
recovery to those injured 
& express my sincere 
condolences to the vic-
tims’ families. The @UN

 stands ready to provide 
support if requested.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Mexico’s government 
plans to offer up to $1,300 for people 
who hand in firearms including 
machine guns and assault rifles under 
a citizen disarmament program aimed 
at reducing violent crime. The financial 
incentives for people dropping off 
weapons at collection points in 
churches were published late Monday 
in the country’s official gazette. They include 
8,700 pesos ($430) for a revolver, 25,000 
pesos ($1,200) for an AK-47 rifle and 26,450 
pesos ($1,300) for a machine gun. President 
Claudia Sheinbaum last month encouraged 
residents to participate in the “Yes to 
Disarmament, Yes to Peace” program, assuring those skeptical that they would 
not be prosecuted if they gave up weapons. “It’s about setting up places like the 
lobbies of churches where people can go to turn in their weapons voluntarily, and 
give them economic incentives to give up their firearms,” she said.

u There is not a “snowball’s chance in hell” that 
Canada will merge with the United States, outgoing Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau said Tuesday, while his foreign 
minister added the country will “never back down” from 
threats by Donald Trump. The comments from Trudeau 
and Foreign Minister Melanie Joly followed the US 
President-elect’s statement at a news conference about 
using “economic force” in pursuit of his unlikely plan for 

Canada to merge with the United States. “There isn’t a snowball’s chance in hell 
that Canada would become part of the United States,” Trudeau reacted on X, while 
also highlighting close bilateral security and trade ties. Joly, meanwhile, accused 
Trump of showing with his remarks “a complete lack of understanding” of Canada. 
“Our economy is strong. Our people our strong. We will never back down in the 
face of threats,” she said on the social media platform owned by Trump ally Elon 
Musk.

u The breakaway Moldovan region of 
Transnistria will run out of gas used for limited 
cooking and heating in less than a month, authorities 
warned yesterday, as a shutdown in Russian supplies 
plunges the separatist state into crisis. The tiny 
self-proclaimed republic bordering Ukraine has been 
unable to provide heating and hot water to residents 
since January 1, when Moscow cut off gas supplies to 
Moldova. “The country is not only in a state of energy 
crisis, but also a humanitarian one,” the region’s 
deputy prime minister, Sergei Obolonik, was quoted as 
saying in a statement on a government website. “The 
13 million cubic metres of gas in reserve make it possible to supply a number of 
social facilities and other vital infrastructure, as well as residential multi-storey 
buildings for cooking... The resource will be enough for another 24 days from 
today,” the statement said.

‘Snowball’s 
chance in hell’ 
Canada will 
merge with 
US: Trudeau

Breakaway 
Transnistria says 
it has less than a 

month of gas left

Mexicans offered 
$1,300 to hand in a 
machine gun

The China Earthquake 
Networks Center (CENC) 

measured the quake’s magni-
tude as 6.8, while the US Ge-
ological Survey reported it as 
7.1. The area most affected is 
surrounded by mountainous 
terrain on the Chinese side 

of Everest.

KNOW WHAT

Rescuers search for survivors after 
quake in China’s Tibet kills at least 126

• At least 126 people 
have been confirmed 
dead and 188 others 
injured in the Tuesday 
morning quake

• More than 3,600 
houses had collapsed 
due to the earthquake 
and 187 relocation sites 
have been set up

AFP | Beijing, China

Thousands of rescuers were 
searching for survivors in 
freezing conditions yes-

terday after a devastating earth-
quake in China’s remote Tibet 
region killed at least 126 people.

Videos published by state 
broadcaster CCTV on Wednesday 
showed rescue workers pulling 
injured victims from the rubble of 
collapsed buildings and carrying 
them to safety.

Footage also showed a man in a 
dusty, thick winter coat carrying a 
crying child piggyback as a rescue 
worker draped a jacket over him.

Rescues were also seen setting 
up makeshift tents and examining 
the injured inside.

At least 126 people have been 
confirmed dead and 188 others 
injured in the Tuesday morning 
quake that struck rural, high-al-
titude Tingri county, about 80 

kilometres (50 miles) north of 
Mount Everest near China’s bor-
der with Nepal.

Local officials said at a press 
conference on Wednesday after-
noon that there had been no in-

creases in the number of people 
killed or injured since the last 
update on Tuesday night.

More than 3,600 houses had 
collapsed due to the earthquake 
and 187 relocation sites have been 

set up, accommodating 46,500 
people, said Hong Li, director of 
Tibet’s Emergency Management 

Department.
The affected region is  a 

“high-altitude, cold plateau area 
with weak infrastructure such as 
transportation, communication, 
and electricity”, Hong said.

“The climate is cold, with large 
temperature differences between 
day and night, and low nighttime 
temperatures, making it difficult 
to maintain warmth and protect 
against the cold,” Hong said, add-
ing that search and rescue efforts 
have transitioned to the resettle-
ment of affected residents and 
post-disaster reconstruction.

The temperature in Tingri will 
drop to as low as minus 16 de-
grees Celsius (3.2 Fahrenheit) 
Thursday morning, according to 
the China Meteorological Admin-
istration. The county sits at an 
average altitude of 4,500 metres 
above sea level.

Authorities earlier said more 
than 12,000 people, including 
firefighters, soldiers, police of-
ficers and professional rescuers, 
had been deployed, Xinhua re-
ported.

Aid including tents, quilts and 
cold-weather equipment had 
been dispatched by central au-
thorities, it added.

When tourist Meng Lingkang 
arrived in the town of Lhatse, 65 
kilometres from the epicentre, he 
saw “the buildings had cracked 
open”.

“Some of the older houses col-
lapsed, and a large part of the 
buildings made from bricks had 

cracked open, with big fissures,” 
the 23-year-old told AFP.

“There were quite a few (rescue 
vehicles). One after the other they 
arrived,” he added.

Tingri, the epicentre, is home 
to around 62,000 people and 
much less developed than ur-
ban centres like Tibet’s capital  
Lhasa.

Many of the fallen houses ap-
peared constructed of tradition-
al materials such as stone, mud 
bricks and wooden beams.

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
has called for “all-out search and 
rescue efforts”, CCTV said.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said he was “profoundly 
saddened” by the lives lost in the 
earthquake.

“The United Nations is close-
ly monitoring the situation and 
stands ready to provide support 
if requested,” Guterres said in a 
statement.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron offered assistance to 
those affected, while Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and 
Japanese Prime Minister Shige-
ru Ishiba expressed their con-
dolences.

Tingri is under the administra-
tion of the prefecture-level city of 
Shigatse, home to the traditional 
seat of the Panchen Lama, one 
of the most important spiritual 
figures in Tibetan Buddhism after 
the Dalai Lama.

The Dalai Lama said he was 
“deeply saddened”.

“I offer my prayers for those 
who have lost their lives and ex-
tend my wishes for a swift recov-
ery to all who have been injured,” 
the exiled spiritual leader said in 
a statement.

AFP is unable to report from 
Tibet due to restrictions on for-
eign media.

Beijing imposes strict control 
on access to the Himalayan re-
gion, which it considers an inal-
ienable part of its territory.

China took control of Tibet in 
1951 before the Dalai Lama fled 
into exile in 1959.

Tibet had previously been 
largely autonomous, following 
the fall of the Qing dynasty which 
lasted three centuries.

An aerial view shows collapsed buildings after an earthquake and newly-erected aid tents at Cuoguo township in Shigatse, southwestern China’s Tibet region

OpenAI chief Sam Altman denies 
sister’s sexual abuse accusations
AFP | San Francisco, United 
States

Open AI CEO Sam Altman 
denied on Tuesday alle-
gations from his sister 

Annie Altman, who has filed 
a complaint accusing him of 
childhood sexual abuse.

“...Annie has made deep-
ly hurtful and entirely untrue 
claims about our family, espe-
cially Sam,” the boss of the Cal-
ifornia startup said in a letter 
co-signed by his mother and 
two brothers, and published on 
social platform X.

“Our family loves Annie and 
is very concerned about her 
well-being. Caring for a fam-
ily member who faces mental 
health challenges is incredibly 
difficult,” they wrote.

One of Silicon Valley’s more 
charismatic figures, Altman shot 
to global fame with the launch 
of ChatGPT in 2022, which ignit-
ed a race to advance AI research 
and development.

A prolific entrepreneur and 
already a billionaire, Altman, 
39, has set himself the mission 

of developing a so-called “gen-
eral” AI, with cognitive abilities 
similar to those of humans and 
which “benefits all of human-
ity”. The Altman family said 

that they have tried to help their 
daughter and sister, covering 
her expenses and guaranteeing 
her “monthly financial support, 
which we expect to continue for 

the rest of her life”. “Despite 
this, Annie continues to demand 
more money from us,” they said, 
pointing out that they have de-
cided to respond publicly fol-
lowing Anne’s legal complaint 
filed on Monday, and after years 
of tension.

“The worst allegation she has 
made is that she was sexually 
abused by Sam as a child,” said 
the family.

“Her claims have evolved 
drastically over time. Newly for 
this lawsuit, they now include 
allegations of incidents where 
Sam was over 18. “All these 
claims are utterly untrue.”

According to the complaint, 
Annie -- who is nine years 
younger than Sam Altman -- 
alleges the assaults took place 
from 1997, when she was three, 
until 2006.

In a report for New York Mag-
azine in 2023, a journalist who 
met Annie in Hawaii described 
her as an artist suffering from 
depression and the growing rift 
with her family, and supporting 
herself mainly through online 
sex work.

Philippines arrests 400 foreigners 
in scam centre raid

AFP | Manila, Philippines

Around 400 foreign nationals 
were arrested yesterday in a 

“large-scale” raid on a suspect-
ed online scam farm in Manila, 
the national immigration agency  
said.

Authorities raided a building 
and found workers allegedly en-
gaged in online scam operations 
targeting victims abroad.

International concern has 
grown in recent years over similar 
scam operations in Asia which are 
often staffed by trafficking victims 
who were tricked or coerced into 
promoting bogus cryptocurrency 

investments and other cons.
“Their operations were found 

to be in violation of immigration 
laws and posed significant risks 
to the public,” Fortunato Mana-
han, the Bureau of Immigration 
intelligence division chief, said in 
a statement describing the latest 
raid.

President Ferdinand Marcos 
in July announced a ban by the 
end of 2024 on Philippine online 
gaming operators (POGO) that Ma-
nila says have been used as cover 
by organised crime groups for 
human trafficking, money laun-
dering, online fraud, kidnappings 
and even murder.

Open AI CEO Sam Altman (right) and his younger sister Annie Altman.
“...Annie has made deeply hurtful and entirely untrue claims 
about our family, especially Sam,” the boss of the California 

startup said in a letter co-signed by his mother and two broth-
ers, and published on social platform X.
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Antarctic sea ice rebounds 
from record lows: US scientists

AFP | Paris, France

Antarctic sea ice rebounded 
in December after a long 

period of record lows, US sci-
entists said, giving pause to 
speculation that Earth’s frozen 
continent could be undergoing 
a permanent change.

The rate of sea ice loss dur-
ing the warmer spring months 
of November and December 
slowed to well below average, 
the US National Snow and Ice 
Data Center (NSIDC) said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

This followed a “prolonged 
period of record to near-re-
cord daily lows” in 2023 and 
2024 -- the hottest years in 
the history books for global 
temperature rises driven by 
climate change.

By the end of 2024, Antarctic 

sea ice extent had recovered to 
7.3 million square kilometres 
(2.8 million square miles) -- 
very close to the 1981 to 2010 
average, NSIDC said.

This erased the record and 
near-record low extents of Oc-
tober and November, it added.

“This provides a sharp illus-
tration of the high variability 
of Antarctic sea ice extent,” 
NSIDC said. Ocean temper-
ature records -- both at the 
surface and deep below -- have 
tumbled since 2023, driven 
partly by an El Nino phenom-
enon that elevated heat around 
the globe. Scientists have been 
concerned since mid-2016 that 
global warming could be set-
ting in motion more lasting 
changes in how much sea ice 
forms around the world’s cold-
est continent.

Red Cross urges unhindered aid access 
to flood-hit and freezing Gaza
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The Red Cross called yes-
terday for safe and unhin-

dered access to Gaza to bring 
desperately needed aid into 
the war-torn Palestinian ter-
ritory wracked by hunger and 
where babies are freezing to  
death.

Heavy rain and flooding have 
ravaged the makeshift shelters 
in Gaza, leaving thousands with 
up to 30 centimetres (one foot) 
of water inside their damaged 
tents, the International Fed-
eration of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies said.

The dire weather conditions 
were “exacerbating the unbear-
able conditions” in Gaza, it said, 
pointing out that many families 
were left “clinging on to surviv-
al in makeshift camps, without 
even the most basic necessities, 
such as blankets”.

Citing the United Nations, 
the IFRC highlighted the deaths 
of eight newborn babies who 
had been living in tents without 
warmth or protection from the 
rain and falling temperatures.

T h o s e  d e a t h s  “ u n d e r-
score the critical severity 
of the humanitarian crisis 

there”, IFRC Secretary-Gener-
al Jagan Chapagain said in a  
statement.

“I urgently reiterate my call 
to grant safe and unhindered 
access to humanitarians to let 
them provide life-saving assis-
tance,” he said.

“Without safe access -- chil-
dren will freeze to death. With-

out safe access -- families will 
starve. Without safe access 
-- humanitarian workers can’t 
save lives.”

According to a UN count, 
more than 330 humanitarian 
workers have been killed in 
Gaza since Israel unleashed its 
war there following Hamas’s 
October 7, 2023 attack.

People search the rubble of a building destroyed in an Israeli strike on the 
Bureij camp for Palestinian refugees in the central Gaza Strip

Representative picture
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celebs

Across
1- Swarm; 5- Like the Gobi; 9- Wagon; 13- ___ Lama Ding Dong; 14- Mexican moola; 16- 
Baseball stats; 17- Singer Redding; 18- “All My Children” vixen; 19- Opera set in Egypt; 
20- Bust maker; 21- Adult male; 22- Lengthier; 24- Strong ___ ox; 26- Needle case; 27- Ohio 
city; 29- Death notice; 33- Pertaining to punishment; 34- Small songbird; 35- Movie-rating 
org.; 36- “___ Beso” (1962 hit); 37- Chicago airport; 38- Up to, informally; 39- Steals; 41- Thaw; 
42- Wrong; 44- On an upper floor; 46- Color anew; 47- Ceremony; 48- Of ___ I Sing; 49- Leave; 
52- B’way hit sign; 53- Old Fords; 57- Diamond family name; 58- Devoured; 60- Support; 
61- Dick Tracy’s love; 62- Fear greatly; 63- Circle overhead?; 64- Chows down; 65- “The Thin 
Man” dog; 66- Rapper born Tracy Marrow;

 Down 
1- 1982 Disney film; 2- I could ___ horse!; 3- Chieftain, usually in Africa; 4- Eyelash cosmetic; 
5- Tarzan, e.g.; 6- Aired again; 7- The doctor ___; 8- Dwarf with glasses; 9- Skull; 10- You’re 
making ___ mistake!; 11- Travel on; 12- Winter Palace ruler; 15- Chowder cracker; 23- Not 
at home; 25- Costa del ___; 26- Movie critic Roger; 27- Greek fabulist; 28- Door handles; 
29- Some exams; 30- In a fitting way; 31- Elevate; 32- Ivy League school; 33- South American 
country, famous for Macchu Picchu; 34- In what place; 37- Left out; 40- Austrian composer; 
42- Lawyer’s charge; 43- Long Island university; 45- Broadcast; 46- Girl in a Beach Boys song; 
48- Unexpected pleasure; 49- Go out with; 50- Zeno’s home; 51- Pillar; 52- Canonized Fr. 
women; 54- ___ II (razor brand); 55- Pineapple vendor; 56- Dick and Jane’s dog; 59- The Altar;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Angelina Jolie wants to do 
more things that ‘scare her’
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Angelina Jolie wants to do 
more things that “scare” 

her.
The 49-year-old actress 

earned a Golden Globes nom-
ination for Best Performance 
by a Female Actor in a Mo-
tion Picture – Drama for her 
much-lauded portrayal of op-
era legend Maria Callas in the 
biopic ‘Maria’, and while she 
admits her biggest “fear” was 
“failing” the late Greek sopra-
no and her family, she insists 
facing her fears is exhilarating.

Speaking to Access Holly-
wood on the red carpet at the 
2025 Golden Globe Awards 
at The Beverly Hilton in Los 
Angeles on Sunday, she said: 
“Failing Maria Callas and the 
people who loved her really 
scared me.

“This was a big 
fear, but it’s fun. 
I mean, what are 
we alive for if not 
to confront our 
fears and get our 
hearts pumping 
and you know try 
things we’re not 
sure of.”

The ‘Tourist’ 
star declared: 
“This is my 
decade of 
d o  w h a t 
s c a r e s 
you.”

T h e 
H o l l y -
w o o d 
s t a r  – 
who has 
M a d -
dox, 23, 
Pax, 21, 
Z a h a -
ra ,  19, 
Shiloh, 
18, and 

twins Vivienne and Knox,16, 
with ex-husband Brad Pitt – 
also gushed over how grown-
up and “smart” her brood is.

She said: “I feel like I got re-
ally smart, capable individuals 
in my house and I love them 
older.”

Away from the awards buzz, 
Angelina recently reached a 
settlement in her divorce from 
Brad, 61, eight years after she 
first filed papers, citing “irrec-
oncilable differences”.

The ‘Girl, Interrupted’ star 
is “exhausted” and “relieved” 
that “this one part” of the fam-
ily’s “healing” journey is done 
and dusted.

Angelina’s lawyer James Si-
mon told PEOPLE: “More than 
eight years ago, Angelina filed 
for divorce from Mr. Pitt. She 

and the children left 
all of the properties 

they had shared 
with Mr. Pitt, and 
since that time 
she has focused 
on finding peace 
and healing for 
their family. 
This is just one 
part of a long 
ongoing pro-
cess that start-
ed eight years 

ago. Frankly, 
Angelina is 
exhausted, 
but  she  is 
relieved this 
one part is 
over.”

Angelina 
filed for di-
vorce from 
B r a d  i n 
September 
2016 – af-
t e r  j u s t 
two years 
o f  m a r -
riage.

Demi Moore: We need to celebrate all that we are
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Demi Moore thinks it’s im-
portant to celebrate “all 

that we are”.
The 62-year-old movie star 

won the Golden Globe for Best 
Performance by an Actress in 
a Motion Picture – Musical or 
Comedy, for her performance 
in ‘The Substance’, and Demi 
subsequently reflected on the 
central theme of the body hor-
ror film.

The Hollywood star - who 
plays a fading celebrity who 
uses a black market drug to cre-
ate a younger version of herself 
in the film - said backstage at the 
Beverly Hilton Hotel on Sun-

day (01.05.25): “We can spend 
our time on focusing on all that 
we’re not, or we can be celebrat-
ing all that we are. I think it’s 
subtle shift.”

Demi was once told by a man-
ager that she was just a “pop-
corn actress”. But the film star 
has always seen herself as so 
much more than that and she’s 
been determined to project her 
inner belief “out in the world”.

The actress - who starred in 
‘The Substance’ alongside Den-
nis Quaid and Margaret Qualley 
- explained: “All we have to look 
at is what we’re choosing to buy 
into. Because it exists doesn’t 
make it the truth.

“I think it all goes back to how 

we hold ourselves. And when 
we value ourselves, we have 
enough self-love that will 
then reflect out in the 
world, and the world can 
follow and change 
to accommodate 
how you’re reflect-
ing on yourself.”

Meanwhile, Demi 
admitted in her ac-
ceptance speech 
that she was “hum-
bled” by the award.

The actress said on 
stage: “I really wasn’t 
expecting that. I’m just 
in shock right now.

“I’ve been doing this 
a long time, like over 45 

years, and this is  
the first time I’ve 
ever won any-
thing as an ac-
tor. I’m just so 
humbled and so 

g r a t e -
ful.”

Zendaya and Tom Holland

Demi Moore

Ben Affleck and Jennifer Lopez settle divorce
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Ben Affleck and Jennifer 
Lopez have settled their 

divorce.
The 52-year-old Hollywood 

star tied the knot with the ‘Jenny 
from the Block’ hitmaker, 55, in 
2022 but they called it quits in 
2024 and now TMZ has reported 
that they will their marriage will 
“officially” be over by March.

According to the outlet, each 
party will “walk away with what 

they individually acquired dur-
ing the marriage”, meaning that 
the pair of them will get to keep 
whatever they earned during 
the production of their respec-
tive film projects whilst they 
were husband and wife.

Meanwhile, Ben will “keep 
his stake in his production com-
pany Artists Equity” which he 
founded in 2022 along with fel-
low actor Matt Damon, and has 
been responsible for films such 
as ‘The Instigators’ and ‘The 

Accountant 2’ amongst others.
During their marriage, Jen-

nifer worked on films such as 
‘Shotgun Wedding’ and ‘The 
Mother’, and she also released 
her ninth studio album ‘

‘This Is Me... Now.’
The couple have also reached 

a settlement regarding their $61 
million mansion, but specific 
details on that are being kept 
confidential.

Legal documents seen by the 
outlet also reveal that Jennifer 

intends to return to her maiden 
name of Jennifer Lynn Lopez.

Jennifer filed for divorce on 
August 20 - the date of their sec-
ond wedding anniversary - but 
a new report suggests the pair 
want to continue being a part of 
each other’s lives for the sake of 
their families.

A source told New York Post 
column PageSix: “They have 
every intention of continuing to 
be in each other’s lives despite 
not being romantically involved. Jennifer Lopez and Ben Affleck

Zendaya and Tom Holland engaged
AFP | Los Angeles

“Spider-Man” co-stars Ze-
ndaya and Tom Holland 

are engaged, US media report-
ed Monday, the day after she 
was spotted wearing a huge di-
amond ring.

The internet caught fire 
when Zendaya, 28, appeared 
on the Golden Globes red car-
pet on Sunday night with an 
enormous rock on her finger, 
with social media users specu-
lating Holland had popped the  
question.

Specialist outlet TMZ report-
ed Monday the pair, who have 
been dating since 2021, took 
their relationship to the next 
level during a cozy Christmas 
together.

The British actor, 28, went 
down on one knee “in a very 
intimate setting in one of Zen-
daya’s family homes in the Unit-
ed States,” TMZ said.

“We’re told Tom didn’t make 

a huge show of the engagement 
-- it wasn’t a big, over-the-top 
proposal -- instead, it was very 
romantic and intimate.

“Our sources say the family 
wasn’t there... it was just a sweet 
moment between Tom and Ze-
ndaya.”

The pair, who met on the set 

of “Spider-Man: Homecoming,” 
are one of Hollywood’s most 
beloved couples, despite fiercely 
guarding their privacy.

Holland was not at the Globes 
on Sunday -- Hollywood’s first 
major event of the awards sea-
son -- but Zendaya was there 
as a nominee for “Challengers,” 

a love triangle set in the world 
of tennis.

But the glitzy ceremony was 
not without romance: Timothee 
Chalamet and girlfriend Kylie 
Jenner set tongues wagging 
when some of their steamy dis-
plays of affection were caught 
on camera.

Angelina Jolie
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SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17742961 or smswllhr@gmail.com
M S F ARK INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER(DECOR), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34546396 or 
WAQARSANDHU121@GMAIL.COM
SEA VIEW INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66609107 or RBH0666@GMAIL.COM
ALBARZAKH CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17592120 or haifa@
alrowishgroup.com
Tip toes beauty lounge has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17774777 or tiptoes.
beauty12@gmail.com
KINGDOM OF FANOON UPHOLSTERY 
AND EMBROIDERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of UPHOLSTERER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39202078 or 
AKANO1437@GMAIL.COM
BREEZEE SECRET GENERAL TRADING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33189963 or NASSERBREEZEE@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
RAVEL SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33178630 or 
MOON62476@GMAIL.COM
SAQARA BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39435519 or 
VARUNDOOR@GMAIL.COM
ANWAR ABDULLA CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36262227 or 
ANWAR123@GMAIL.COM
KAWTHAR FASHION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33090296 or 
Malik31322@gmail.com
H ALDHAEN BOATS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SHIPS CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36555845 or HR@ALDHAENMARINE.COM
SHABAN LINE LADIES TAILORING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35301525 or rminhas560@gmail.com
GREAT DAWOOD 03 INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DECORATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38011687 or MINSAREALESTATE@
GMAIL.COM
JUST 4 U UNIFORMS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39625000 or 
BUTALAL1953@YAHOO.COM
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of QUALITY 
INSPECTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
SHOPFIT INTERIOR TRADING & 
CONTRACTING  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33536117 or HUSAIN.
MOHAMED@APPARELGROUP.COM
FARESHTA CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORK ER(MAINTENANCE W ).GENER AL , 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33595836 or WSAEED214@GMAIL.COM
JASJES INTERNATIONAL W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(ROAD MAINTENANCE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35660453 or 
MMOHAMEDRASOOLL@GMAIL.COM
GREEN SKENAR ELECTRIC WORKSHOP 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33161222 or 
SARBJEET2003@YAHOO.COM
MODERN HOUSE ABAYAT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33954398 or 
JAMALUDDEEN2016@GMAIL.COM
MARAQ FOR TRADITIONAL FOOD. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(RESTURANTS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38822302 or MKQ.UK.87@
GMAIL.COM
PET & VET SMART W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of VETERINARIAN, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 16010246 or 
AOUS.ALALI@GMAIL.COM
LIME LITE HAIR SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37910091 or 
LIMELTE6785116@GMAIL.COM
SAFE JOURNEY TOURS AND TRAVELS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TICKETING CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39205395 or 
ABDULLAKA3882AB@GMAIL.COM
RUYAT ALMAJD GENERAL TRADING. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER (MARKETING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33858376 or ADMIN@
RUYATALMAJD.COM
NEW DAEWOO PROMOTIONING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35624515 or AM9693@GMAIL.COM
FARHAN AND SABLU REPAIR OF 
ELECTRONICS CO BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of REPAIRER(ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33511090 or MIRZAMUBEEN1155@GMAIL.
COM
FUTUREWISE CONSULTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR 
FOR OPERATIONS, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35962151 or 
CHNUMAN1994@GMAIL.COM
FIVE STAR GARAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39144222 or 
YAHYABALOCH@YAHOO.COM
NAJMUS SAQIB CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35610495 or MANISHFARSIGTED@YAHOO.
COM
TRANS HAULERS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33178630 or 
MOON62476@GMAIL.COM
REVLINE CENTER FOR CAR FIXING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34442002 or BOUMAR78@GMAIL.COM
LAFAH KITCHEN has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33377910 or 
LAFAHBH@GMAIL.COM
NIAZI INTERIOR DECORATION  W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38008479 or MADNINIAZI1@GMAIL.COM
TWO CORNERS CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33939913 or ATTOOLY@HOTMAIL.COM
BREAD TOWN has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER,PASTRY COOK & 
CONFECTIONER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17744777 or eyateem@gmail.
com
Elkheshen for Creative Solutions W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MARKETING 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33203007 or gulfsigma92@gmail.
com
ALEXANDRIA RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39844374 or 
ALAWIJ@HOTMAIL.COM
KHALIL 87 SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36272017 or SIDRAMUGHAL1809@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN CITY CENTER TOWERS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CHIEF OF 
COOK(CHEF), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17811616 or BMFAQEEH@GMAIL.
COM
P&R FACILITIES MANAGEMENT SERICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36060365 or PREMSHEKER@GMAIL.
COM
AYAN INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33225904 or IK3075KHAN@GMAIL.
COM
TAIMOOR CARGO HANDLING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37275995 or arizona.consultancy@
yahoo.com
SMARTECH TECHNOLOGY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17822722 or 
HR.HAH@HAHCO.NET
ALGHANIM INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - For 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17300616 or karim.
eissa@falghanim.com
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES W.L.L. 

has a vacancy for the occupation of CRANE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742961 or smswllhr@gmail.com
QUSAI ALUMINIM FABRICATLON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39634868 or FOX_513@HOTMAIL.COM
SHAAZ CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37375004 or 
PADUPPILMUNEER@GMAIL.COM
SERVICES ALRIBAT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33331178 or HUSSAINMADAN78@GMAIL.
COM
DREAM HEAVENS SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORK ER(MAINTENANCE W ).GENER AL , 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39259693 or DREAMHEAVEN.BH@GMAIL.
COM
FAWAL RANOOSH has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39631630 or 
SPICYSAUSE@HOTMAIL.COM
ANSU EVENT MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DECORATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36653831 or MUHAMMADMU9822@GMAIL.
COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36491411 or MURTAZAWALI100@GMAIL.
COM
Juffair Grand Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17827600 or HRD@
THEJUFFAIRGRAND.COM
ALKHUNAIZI INSULATION SYSTEMS.AL-
KHUNAIZI COMPANIES GROUP W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17406633 or info@kuc-bh.com
ALGHANIM INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - For has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17300616 or karim.eissa@falghanim.com
WA Tech Water Technology W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OPERATOR(MECHANICAL MACHINERY)
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17720617 or CONTACT@
WATECHMENA.COM
HERCULES CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17769506 or 
ESEAS72@YAHOO.COM
OPEN SEAL CARPET SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33298000 or AZHARCARGO.BH@
GMAIL.COM
SEANIA FASHION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17827771 or 
FUTUREDOCUMENT@GMAIL.COM
LUBECK MARKETING BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36880843 or 
E.BRA5058@YAHOO.COM
BANAT ALYOOM SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39648452 or BNT.
ALSHAIKH@HOTMAIL.COM
PURPLE  PATCHOULI W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17640494 or 
khalid@casademorado.com
NADER ALAALI DECOR has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400827 or 
NADER66ALAALI@GMAIL.COM
awael public accountants and management 
consultants has a vacancy for the occupation 
of AUDITOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17104666 or ABBAS@AWAEL.BH
ZAFAR IQBAL ELECTRONICS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39859292 or 
RAJAZAFARIQBAL92@GMAIL.COM
SHABAN LINE LADIES TAILORING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35301525 or rminhas560@gmail.com
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17369993 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
Hydraulics and Pneumatics Trading W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33338916 or admnfluidtech@gmail.
com

BE SPORT SWEAR has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39886050 or 
MOHAMMED_13_17@HOTMAIL.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17369993 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COFFEE SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17111722 or 
ANEESH@FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
Alif Building Material has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33391015 or 
ALAYYAH62@YAHOO.COM
Agile Arabia Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33172532 or agilearabia1@gmail.
com
ASP AUDITING - Bahraini Specialized 
Partnership Co. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of AUDITOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17345236 or 
bahrain@aspauditing.com
MAGIC PASSION FRUIT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33848407 or 
adel.bh@live.com
EXCELLAR SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17601643 or 
PATRICK.JOHNSON@EXCELLARSERVICES.
COM
HILSA GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17792015 or BLODAN.
BH@GMAIL.COM
SHADER  GRILL FISH has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DISH WASHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36117676 or 
GALEELGALEEL44@GMAIL.COM
AL WAJIH TRANSPORT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39661808 or 
SSMALK@OUTLOOK.COM
WAHAJ PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37599534 or 
WAHAJULHASSAN9@GMAIL.COM
NEW SPARTAN GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORK SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
65001461 or INFOSPARTANGROUP@GMAIL.
COM
SHAHID YASSIN SUPPORT FACILITIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35317672 or 
NADEEMSHAHIDJOIYA@GMAIL.COM
SHAHID YASSIN SUPPORT FACILITIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35317672 or 
NADEEMSHAHIDJOIYA@GMAIL.COM
FSSI TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ENGINEER(COMPUTER), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33202933 or RIAZ@FSSITECH.COM
QANDEEL BOUTIQUE AND TEXTILES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33888565 or QANDEELBOUTIQUE2024@
GMAIL.COM
REAL HOMES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37516768 or 
ZIDIMAHAR441@GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALRAYES AND 
SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RIGGER(OIL & GAS WELLS 
DRILLING), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17252144 or HR@ALRAYESDECOR.
COM
FAIRDEAL CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17773898 or fairdealthomas@yahoo.com
MISS BAHRAIN SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39001234 or 
FATY1990.FA@GMAIL.COM
IKRAM SERVICES CO  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38823565 or 
FAISALBH328@GMAIL.COM
MARRIOTT  RESIDENCE INN WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HOUSEKEEPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17790090 or FRANCIS@ITICO.BH
CANDLE LIGHT RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17270874 or 

seeragam2025@gmail.com
synergic facility services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@YAHOO.
COM
MAXEL INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39944412 or ABUTHAR1975@
GMAIL.COM
Schneider men salon has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17456344 or 
ali.e.isssa@gmail.com
HIGH RIDER MOTORCYCLE SPARE PARTS 
& SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33309492 or MAHBOOBTABASSUM786@
GMAIL.COM
Prestige Gift Jewellery Co.W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DESIGNER(JEWELLERY), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33448080 or 
BURASHEDDOCUMENT@YAHOO.COM
AL ZAHID UPHOLSTRY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39299544 or 
ZAHIDRASHID_333@HOTMAIL.COM
UM ALSADAH BAKARY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17692693 or 
KHADIJAHG2009@GMAIL.COM
MASHTAN CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36668870 or 
S.MASHTAN@YAHOO.COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@HOTMAIL.
COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39279042 or gm@powertechdevelopment.
com
EAGLE FOR SAFE AND SECURITY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17270140 or alialtmimi@yahoo.com
BUSHANAB BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(GRILLING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34176204 or 
AMINSULAIMAN6204@GMAIL.COM
A3 DOCUMENT CLEARANCE EST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33860711 or YAYA_GHULAM@
YAHOO.COM
LILYAR BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33489933 or 
Lyool.12@icloud.com
RS UNITED EVENTS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33281084 or 
MUHAMMARASHIDSHOUKAT@GMAIL.COM
DESIGN QUBE FURNISHING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36746604 or DQBAHRAIN1@GMAIL.
COM
NAAZ AL NAJMA CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39767786 or naazkhan.12334@gmail.com
GENTLE LOOK MEN SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17772300 or RHANGAR@GMAIL.COM
R M F J CONSULTING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(ORCHARD).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66610096 or 
EJAZKHAN652@GMAIL.COM
NASEER AHMED INTERIOR DECORATION  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33006141 or 
RAJANASEER7500@GMAIL.COM
TASHYEED HOSPITALITY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17729935 or mannai.hr@mannaitrading.com
care plus construction has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17277796 or ARABWORLD2009@GMAIL.
COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@
HOTMAIL.COM
MAGNIUM ENTERPRISES CO.W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832244 or per121@alkhalidiagroup.com

MOON STAR CLEANING CONSTRUCTION CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 16199376 or SUNSKYC.BH@GMAIL.
COM
ALKHUNAIZI INSULATION SYSTEMS.AL-
KHUNAIZI COMPANIES GROUP W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17406633 or info@kuc-bh.com
ALGHADEER SEA INTERIOR DECOR has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DECORATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33656333 or SIMOCONT99@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
abo-hatim building contracting has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33608787 or ABO-
HATIM@OUTLOOK.COM
BRAXTONE PLUS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTING CLERK, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16676022 or 
statutory@braxtone.ae
TASNEEM DEVELOPMENT AGRICULTURE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
FARMER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17590078 or HANI.
ALNOSAIF@GMAIL.COM
ALEA WORLD CONTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39669225 or SAATI-2002@HOTMAIL.
COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@HOTMAIL.
COM
FARHAN TOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16636500 or 
FARHANTOWER1@GAMIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
JAMILA AKHTAR CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17346157 or jac.
servicesbh@gmail.com
AUTUMN GARDEN SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33468211 or 
MARKWELLBH@LIVE.COM
I AND G CLEANING SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39155054 or IMATAR86@HOTMAIL.COM
GENERAL CONTRACTING & TRADING 
SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700663 or info@
gcts-bahrain.com
ARHAM MAINTENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38205938 or 
MD38205938@GMAIL.COM
LAL CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33229998 or 
LALLALBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
.ACADEMY OF COLLABORATIVE EDUCATION 
FOR EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of STUDENT 
COUNSELOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39661777 or MZKAZEROONI@
GMAIL.COM
COMMON GROUNDS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17625900 or 
ENJAZWLL@BATELCO.COM.BH
AL-NAJASHI CAR MAINTENANCE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TIRE OILER, 
GREASER AND REPAIRER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39116675 or 
BHA554232@GMAIL.COM
GRAND AJK DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33423579 or 
SALEEMJAVED290@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN WORKSHOP CO. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700798 or Khalifa@
bwceng.com
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OPERATOR(EXCAVATION MACHINE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17830330 or 
info@esmaelylenzohm.com
EBRAHIM AHMED MOHAMMED ALI has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36233880 or ahmedyousif2219@gmail.com

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE



France coach Deschamps says 
will leave after 2026 World Cup
France’s World Cup-winning coach to end remarkable tenure after 14 years at helm

• Deschamps will 
focus on the Nations 
League and World 
Cup qualification

AFP | Paris

Fr a n c e ’s  2 0 1 8  Wo r l d 
Cup-winning coach Didi-
er Deschamps announced 

yesterday he will leave his post 
after the 2026 finals.

“It will be 2026,” Deschamps 
told French broadcaster TF1. “I 
have been there since 2012, it is 
planned that I will be there until 
2026... the next World Cup.

“It will end there because it 
has to end at some point. It’s 
clear in my mind.

“I have done my time, with 
the same desire, the same pas-
sion to keep the France team 
at the highest level, but 2026 
is good.”

Deschamps, 56, led France 
to World Cup glory in Russia 
in 2018 and guided them to the 
final of the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar where they lost to Lionel 
Messi’s Argentina on penalties.

Following the heartbreaking 
loss to Argentina in Doha, the 
French Football Federation re-
warded Deschamps with a four-
year contract extension.

That decision was not univer-

sally welcomed and criticism 
grew following last year’s Euros 
when France were beaten in the 
semi-finals.

Deschamps also experienced 
a difficult end to 2024 with de-
bate raging over the omission 
from the squad of star player 
Kylian Mbappe, who had a 
tough start to his time at Real 
Madrid and was, according to 
unconfirmed reports in Sweden, 
the focus of a rape allegation 
after a visit to Stockholm. The 
investigation has since been 
dropped.

Now that Deschamps has re-
solved the question surround-
ing his future he can focus on 

the Nations League quarter-fi-
nal in March against the team 
they beat in the 2018 World 
Cup final, Croatia. Deschamps 
has already tasted success in 
the Nations League having 
guided France to the 2021  
crown.

The only trophy missing from 
his cabinet is the European 
championship -- France went 
closest when they lost to Portu-
gal on home soil in 2016.

He must also guide France to 
qualification for the 2026 World 
Cup finals which take place in 
the United States, Canada and 
Mexico.

As a player, Deschamps cap-

tained France when they won 
the 1998 World Cup at home, 
defeating Brazil in the final.

Once dismissed as a “water 
carrier” by Eric Cantona during 
his playing career, Deschamps 
also captained France to the 
Euro 2000 title.

He was the midfield pivot for 
the great Marseille side that 
remains the only French team 
to have won the Champions 
League, when they beat AC Mi-
lan in the 1993 final.

Deschamps is one of only 
three men to have won the 
World Cup both as a player 
and as a coach -- the other two, 
Mario Zagallo of Brazil and 
Germany’s Franz Beckenbauer, 
both died last year.

Stars Align for 
2025 Richard 
Mille AlUla 
Showdown

TDT | Manama

The 2025 Richard Mille 
AlUla Desert Polo—re-

nowned as the world’s first 
organized desert polo tour-
nament—returns to Saudi 
Arabia this month with an 
enticing blend of world-
class sport, entertainment, 
and cultural activities.

Organized by the Royal 
Commission for AlUla in 
collaboration with the Saudi 
Polo Federation, the prestig-
ious event is set for January 
17-18 at the scenic Al-Fursan 
Equestrian Village.

Friday’s matches kick off 
at 1:30 p.m. with three ex-
citing games, followed by 
a 30-minute interval fea-
turing live entertainment 
and surface leveling. The 
afternoon resumes at 3:45 
p.m. with another set of 
matches, concluding with a 
networking meet-and-greet  
session.

Saturday’s lineup begins 
with the wooden spoon 
match at 12:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by the subsidiary fi-
nal at 2:15 p.m., and culmi-
nates in the main final at 4 
p.m. The champions will be 
crowned during an awards 
ceremony.

Players are seen at Al-Fursan 
Equestrian Village 

Deschamps joins an 
elite group with Mario 

Zagallo and Franz 
Beckenbauer as the 

only individuals to win 
the World Cup as both 
player and coach

KNOW

BETTER

France’s head coach Didier Deschamps (C,R) celebrates his team’s victory after 
a match (file photo)

TENDER INVITATION
Delmon Poultry Company B.S.C. invites specialized companies to submit their proposal 
for the following: 

Tender Ref. Tender Title Tender  Initial 
  Document Fee Bond Fee

ADMIN /01/2025

Brief Description of project:
Delmon poultry company B.S.C. plans to provide medical insurance for Delmon Poultry Company 
employees. The contract shall start on 15th March 2025 for three years. Total number of sta�  
including dependents (spouse and children) is 310.

Guidelines for submission of bids:
1. Collect the tender documentation from the Purchasing Department in the Delmon’s Poultry-

Company Head o�ce located in Hamala (Building 701 – Road 101 – Block 1012(starting from 
Thursday 09. Jan.2025 until Wednesday 15. Jan.2025 (during office hours 8 am till 1pm)

2.  The initial bond should be in the form of a Certi�ed cheque, Bank Guarantee (or as speci�ed   
in the tender documents)

3. Documents to be enclosed with the bids:
a. A copy of the commercial registration certi�cate for the current year
b.      A copy of certi�cate of compliance with the Bahraini manpower employment 
         percentage issued by the Ministry of Labour.
c.      All the documents submitted with the tender must be stamped with the company’s  
         o�cial seal.
d.     Proposal envelops (With technical and commercial o�ers + required documents) must be     
        sealed and have the title of the tender, and must be addressed to the Head of Purchasing
e.     Department and deposited in the tender box at the same address mentioned above.
f.      This Tender Invitation is considered supplementary to the tender documents. In case of  
        any discrepancy between the Invitation and the tender document, the tender document   
        prevails.
4.    For more details, please contact Tel: +973 17 608 260 or +973 17 608 282 (ext. 250)

Providing Medical Insurance 
Scheme for all sta� in Delmon 
poultry company B.S.C.

BD 100 
(Nonrefundable)

1% of O�er Value 
Or minimum 
amount BHD 1,800 

  Tender Publish  Date Jan 09,2025
    Last date for purchasing tender documents Jan 15,2025-01:00PM
  Tender Closing Date Jan 22, 2025-01:00PM
  Bids opening Date Jan 23, 2025

RAFIQUE MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICER (ADMINISTRATIVE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37004845 or 
YASINALI.BH786@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Jaser Construction has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33220455 or JASERCONT@GMAIL.COM
ABU ALSHOOK MOBILE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36655256 or 
AALSHOOK@YAHOO.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17369993 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
MALIK JEWELLERS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17254922 or 
FAIRWINDCO@GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
BINT ALKHOZAMIA MARKET has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39757064 or 
MARIAMALKHOZAMI@HOTMAIL.COM
BAB AL BAHRAIN CATERING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66662171 or 
SHIBASMOIDEEN@GMAIL.COM
ADAM PASTERIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39600998 or 
PAINTPLUS@HOTMAIL.COM
Jaser Construction has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33220455 or 
JASERCONT@GMAIL.COM
SUFYAN MUTHANNA ALI BUILDING 
COMPLETION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35306735 or 
SUFYANMUTHANNA@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
SANGEETHA RESTAURANT DELIGHTS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17272768 or sangeethadelights@
gmail.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
The  Jewel  Hotel W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RESTAURANT MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33334274 or hasan@solararealestate.com
AlFateh Group W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17222222 or 
agm@alfateh.bh
SIGNATURE HOTEL (FOUR SEASONS 
BAHRAIN BAY) COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(FOOD & BEVERAGES SECTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17546000 or 
KBEDRI@PGC.COM.BH
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of RIGGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17273133 or 
SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ZAY FOR TIRES AND AUTO COSMETICS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34110348 or 
POOVIAZIZ@GMAIL.COM
Intertec Systems WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER (COMPUTER), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17228070 or MARYAM.HASSAN@
INTERTECSYS.COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
Le Meridien Hotel Bahrain City Center has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38885874 or ALI.ALQATTAN@
MAF.AE

K GRILL RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34440766 or 
SH_AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM
SHARDA SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38767254 or 
JANM12561@GMAIL.COM
RAZDANI BURJ FOR FOODSTUFFS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33535714 or SHAHIDBUTT2582@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
MODERN KNOWLEDGE SCHOOLS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727712 or hr@
mkschoolsbh.com
Professional Way Contracting W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822161 or INFO@PWCBH.COM
ALDIYAFA SNACK BAR W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38803426 or AISMAILTOP10@GMAIL.COM
WEB EYE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN(COMPUTER), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17041704 or INFO.WEBEYE@GMAIL.COM
FOOD INNOVATION CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17220000 or HR.FOODINNOVATION@
FAKHRO.COM
YUNES THANI HASAN HASAN / KHAIR 
YUNES - 15034 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37070505 or 
YOUNISALLHASSAN23@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PROJECTS COORDINATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17773006 or arnaud.allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.COM
RUE CATERING BOUTIQUE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PASTRY 
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17200025 or KHALID.ALALAWI@
KEYPOINT.COM
RASHID REPAIRING WORKSHOP W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COMPUTER 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35109067 or RASHIDNAZEER336@
GMAIL.COM
OKAZAKI LINE SATELLITE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33099711 or 
mananmohd93@gmail.com
AFAQ RIAZ SCRAP METAL GOODS RE-
EXPORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(METAL CLEANING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38715532 or RRANG266@GMAIL.COM
Star-Grace Management Services W.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36863894 or stargracemanagement@gmail.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
AL HAFIZ DECOR W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32054053 or 
QUEENCONTS@GMAIL.COM
FIZZ AND FRESH LAUNDRY & DRY CLEANING  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38884098 or 
WADIMASERVICES@GMAIL.COM
RED CUT GENTS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35666626 or 
MUJTABA7@HOTMAIL.COM
CAMILLE SAMSON SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34353664 or CAMSAMSON1234@
GMAIL.COM
LAZEEZ KITCHEN RESTAURANT. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36324959 or ADIL9433@GMAIL.COM
CHOPA CARGO HANDLING COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36488235 or Q0801704@GMAIL.COM
BANSEER 765 SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34004548 or MU196247@GMAIL.COM
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New Zealand crush Sri Lanka by 
113 runs in 2nd ODI to win series
AFP | Hamilton

Ne w  Z e a l a n d  r i p p e d 
through Sri Lanka’s top 

order yesterday to win the 
rain-reduced second one-day 
international in Hamilton by 
113 runs and clinch the series.

Sri Lanka spinner Maheesh 
Theekshana took a hat-trick as 
the home side posted 255-9 off 
37 overs, but the tourists could 
only muster 142 all out off 30.2 
overs in response.

It followed New Zealand’s 
comfortable nine-wicket win 
in Wellington to go 2-0 up 
in the series, with the third 
match to be played in Auck-
land on Saturday.

Sri Lanka’s top order has 
misfired badly in both games.

They slumped to 22-4 at 
Seddon Park, leaving little 
chance of reaching their tar-
get of 256 in a match reduced 
to 37 overs each because of 
early rain.

Kaminu Mendis top-scored 
with his ODI best of 64 off 66 
balls, but fell to a spectacu-
lar running catch from Daryl 

Mitchell from the bowling of 
Will O’Rourke to seal Sri Lan-
ka’s fate.

Janith Liyanage’s 22 was the 
next best score in a Sri Lanka 
chase marred by two run-outs 
and a series of risky shots that 
didn’t pay off.

O’Rourke was too quick 
for the tail, taking 3-31 off 6.2 
overs while Jacob Duffy was 
responsible for some of the 
early damage, claiming 2-30, 
including the key scalps of 
Pathum Nissanka and Kusal 
Men-dis.

11
THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2025

Eliezer Kubanza eyeing a fight with 
former champion Marcin Bandel in 2025
AFP | London

A new rivalry is brewing in 
the BRAVE Combat Feder-

ation Super Welterweight di-
vision as undefeated African 
superstar Eliezer Kubanza has 
expressed his interest in a show-
down with former champion 
Marcin Bandel this year.

Kubanza respectfully called 
out the former champion on so-
cial media yesterday, receiving a 
positive response from Bandel.

“OG, let’s throw some hands in 
2025. I’ll be honoured to share 
the cage with you,” Kubanza 
wrote.

Bandel, who didn’t have the 
best of 2024, was quick to re-
spond and left the door open for 
a future clash with the undefeat-
ed Kubanza.

“When I come back to a win-
ning streak, of course. All the 
best in 2025,” Bandel wrote.

Bandel is currently on a two-
fight winless streak in the or-
ganization. He lost the title to 

Kamal Ma-gomedov at BRAVE 
CF 77 in 2023 and was stopped 
by Alex Lohoré in his 2024 re-
turn at BRAVE CF 83. Now ea-
ger to re-enter the title picture, 
a potential showdown with 
Kubanza could be ideal for the 
Polish superstar.

Kubanza, in contrast, had a 
memorable 2024, securing two 
wins. His first victory came at 
BRAVE CF 85 against Salamat 
Orozakunov, followed by a win 
over Zagid Gaidarov at BRAVE 
CF 91. These wins have brought 
Kubanza closer to Super Wel-
terweight gold while keeping 
his undefeated professional 
MMA record intact.

Beyond Kubanza and Bandel, 
2024 was a busy year for the 
Super Welterweight division. 
The division saw the rise of a 
new champion, Luiz Cado, who 
claimed the title at BRAVE CF 
88. Fighters like Alex Lohoré 
and Rami Hamed also made im-
pacts, setting the stage for an 
exciting 2025.

Bahrain golf championship returns
Major champions Harrington, Walker, and Frittelli headline Bapco Energies Bahrain Championship

• Local talents 
Yaseen Le Falher 
and Ali Al Kowari to 
represent Bahrain

• Rising stars include 
Pakistan’s Aadam 
Syed and England’s 
Tom Sloman

• Tournament runs 
January 30 to February 2

TDT | Manama

The Bapco Energies Bah-
rain Championship is 
set to deliver a thrilling 

showcase of world-class golf as 
the DP World Tour returns to the 
Royal Golf Club from January 30 
to February 2. 

Fans can look forward to see-
ing top stars including Major 
champion Pádraig Harrington 
from Ireland and Jimmy Walker 
from the USA, defending cham-
pion, South Africa’s Dylan Frit-
telli and fellow DP World Tour 
winners Thorbjørn Olesen from 
Denmark and Jorge Campillo 
from Spain.

While the spotlight will shine 
on these golfing greats, the tour-
nament also serves as a vital 

platform for the top homegrown 
talent from around the region 
and beyond, offering them in-
valuable experience competing 
alongside some of the world’s 
finest players.

Pakistan’s Aadam Syed earned 
his place with an impressive 
victory at the Bahrain Amateur 
Open, while local talent Yaseen 
Le Falher secured a spot as the 
highest-ranked Bahraini.

England’s Tom Sloman joins 
the field after a dramatic play-off 
win over Morocco’s Hugo Trom-
metter in the King Hamad Tro-
phy. Ali Al Kowari also claimed 
a Bahrain Championship berth 
as the next highest-placed Bah-
raini, with Le Falher already 

having qualified.
Qualifying for the Bahrain 

Championship on the DP World 
Tour is a dream realised,” said 
Le Falher. “Earning my spot 
through the Bahrain Amateur 
Open and King Hamad Trophy 
feels like a culmination of years 
of dedication. I’m especially 
grateful for the unwavering sup-
port of the Bahrain Golf Associ-
ation throughout this journey. 
Competing on the very course 
where I first learned golf adds a 
special significance. I’m thrilled 
to face world-class players and 
honoured to represent Bahrain 

on home soil, hoping to inspire 
the next generation of Bahraini 
golfers.”

Al Kowari said: “I’m grateful 
that I have this chance to play 
in such a big event with many 
top professionals from around 
the world thanks to the Bahrain 
Golf Federation. It wasn’t easy 
earning the spot but with hard 
work and preparation for the 
tournament I managed it. I’m 
now putting in more practice 
and hard work to be at the top 
of my game in order to repre-
sent Bahrain in the best way. 
I’m really looking forward to 
playing in this elite tournament 
and competing with players on 
a whole different level.”

Daji Khalifa, Vice President 
of the Bahrain Golf Association 
added: “It’s nice to see the Bapco 
Energies Bahrain Championship 
becoming a popular stop in the 
DP World Tour’s International 
Swing and attracting top players 
including former Major champi-
ons in a very short time. 

“The championship is a huge 
opportunity for our players to 
compete alongside some of the 
best in the game. I hope our play-
ers learn from this experience to 
elevate their games to advanced 
levels and gain vital experience 
of playing under pressure.”

The tournament follows the 
Team Cup, the Hero Dubai De-

sert Classic - the first Rolex Se-
ries event of the season - and the 
Ras Al Khaimah Championship 
as one of eight events on the 
International Swing.

Freddie Schmeisser, Champi-
onship Director of the Bahrain 
Championship, commented: 
“The Bapco Energies Bahrain 
Championship is not only about 
showcasing world-class golf but 
also about providing opportuni-
ties for emerging talent from the 
region and beyond. This event is 
a platform where rising stars can 
compete alongside some of the 
best in the game, gaining inval-
uable experience and exposure. 
It’s exciting to see the blend of 
established champions and fresh 
talent coming together, and we 
look forward to delivering an 
unforgettable experience for 

players and fans alike.”
Fans can secure free general 

admission for all four days of the 
Bapco Energies Bahrain Cham-
pionship. 

There are also a host of pre-
mium experiences available, in-
cluding a Ticket+ option which 
includes access to a dedicated 
bar and platform on the 18th 
hole. The Championship Chalet 
will return on the 18th which 
comes with a full programme 
of entertainment, including live 
music and a wealth of F&B op-
tions for the whole family to  
enjoy.

Outside of the world class golf 
action, friends and families will 
be treated to a full programme of 
activities and entertainment, in-
cluding live music and a wealth 
of food and beverage options. 

Earning my spot 
through the Bahrain 

Amateur Open and King 
Hamad Trophy feels 
like a culmination of 

years of dedication. I’m 
especially grateful for 

the unwavering support 
of the Bahrain Golf 

Association throughout 
this journey. Competing 

on the very course 
where I first learned 

golf adds a special 
significance

YASEEN LE FALHER

Local Bahraini golfer 
Yaseen Le Falher 

earned his spot in the 
Bahrain Championship 

through his perfor-
mance in the Bahrain 

Amateur Open and the 
King Hamad Trophy

KNOW WHAT

Action from a previous event

Yaseen Le Falher being awarded during the Bahrain Amateur OpenAli Al Kowari receives his award during the Bahrain Amateur Open

New Zealand’s Rachin Ravindra plays 
a shot
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Littler headlines field as Bahrain Darts 
Masters competitors confirmed

• Luke Littler returns 
as reigning World 
Champion after stellar 
2024/25 season

• Stephen Bunting 
and Chris Dobey make 
tournament debuts

• Seven other top 
PDC stars join Littler, 
including world No. 
1 Luke Humphries

TDT | Manama

Luke Littler will make his 
first appearance as World 

Champion at the 2025 Bahrain 

Darts Masters next week - with 
stars Stephen Bunting and Chris 
Dobey set to make their debuts 
in the PDC World Series of Darts 
event following the confirma-
tion of the 16-player field.

Littler marked his arriv-
al on the global stage with a 
nine-darter on his way to victory 
at the Bahrain Darts Masters 12 
months ago, following his amaz-
ing run to the 2023/24 World 
Championship final.

The teenager lifted the unique 
date palm trophy in the Bahrain 
International Circuit’s Dome 
to celebrate his success in the 
two-day PDC World Series of 
Darts event, and went on to win 
the Premier League and Grand 
Slam before last week’s amazing 
2024/25 World Championship 
triumph.

Littler will make his re-

turn to action to headline the 
now-confirmed 16-player field 
for this year’s third edition of the 
Bahrain Darts Masters, which 
will take place on January 16-
17 - tickets are available now 
through bahraingp.com. 

Littler is joined in this year’s 

Bahrain Darts Masters by sev-
en other top PDC stars - led by 
world number one Luke Hum-
phries, who won the New Zea-
land Darts Masters on the World 
Series circuit last August.

World Championship semi-fi-
nalists Stephen Bunting and 
Chris Dobey will make their first 
visits to Bahrain to compete in 
the event, following their Alex-
andra Palace success recently 
and their inclusion in the 2025 
Premier League.

In addition, former World 
Champions Rob Cross, Gerwyn 
Price and Peter Wright return to 
Bahrain alongside popular star 
Nathan Aspinall, the 2023 World 
Matchplay champion.

The eight Asian Representa-
tives include six stars from the 
PDC Asian Tour who also took 
part in the World Champion-

ship recently, alongside Bahrain 
Qualifiers Basem Mahmood and 
Abdulla Saeed.

P D C  A s i a n  C h a m p i o n 
Lourence Ilagan is joined by fel-
low Filipino stars Alexis Toylo 
and Paolo Nebrida, while there 
are also places for Chinese num-
ber one Xiaochen Zong, Hong 
Kong’s Lok Yin Lee and top In-
dian star Nitin Kumar.

The Bahrain Darts Masters 
is organised by BIC and sports 
promoter CBX and supported by 
Bahrain Tourism & Exhibitions 
Authority (BTEA).

The event’s growing populari-
ty is shown by record ticket sales 
in advance of the third Bahrain 
Darts Masters.

Premium seating tickets, 
which include stage-side tables, 
are available, as well as VIP hos-
pitality for the event. 

Luke Littler in action (file photo) Basem Mahmood greets fans (file photo) Abdulla Saeed in action (file photo)

PDC Representatives
Luke Humphries

Luke Littler

Rob Cross

Stephen Bunting

Gerwyn Price

Chris Dobey

Nathan Aspinall

Peter Wright

Asian Representatives
Lourence Ilagan

Alexis Toylo

Paolo Nebrida

Xiaochen Zong

Lok Yin Lee

Nitin Kumar

Basem Mahmood

Abdulla Saeed

Luke Littler marked 
his arrival on the 

global stage with a 
nine-darter at the 

2024 Bahrain Darts 
Masters, and went on 

to win the Premier 
League and Grand 

Slam

National Race Day returns at BIC
Bahrain’s top motorsport championships thrill fans with fierce races this weekend

• Fourth round of 
2024/2025 season of 
of BTCC and BMC 
championships at 
Bahrain International 
Circuit 

TDT | Manama

National Race Day takes 
centre stage once again 
this weekend at Bahrain 

International Circuit (BIC) in 
Sakhir, ‘The Home of Motor-
sport in the Middle East’.

Set for tomorrow will be the 
fourth round of the 2024/2025 
season, featuring two of the 
Kingdom’s premier local rac-
ing championships, namely the 
Bahrain Touring Car Challenge 
(BTCC) and the Bahrain Motor-
cycle Championship (BMC).

Racers will be hitting the tar-
mac along BIC’s 2.55-kilometre 
Inner Track from 9am onwards. 
All are welcome to attend. Tick-
ets cost just BD2 for adults and 
BD1 for children. 

National Race Day is organ-
ised and run by BIC, in cooper-
ation with the Bahrain Motor 
Federation, the Circuit Racing 

Commission, the Bahrain Mo-
torcycle Commission, and the 
Motorsport Marshals Club.

The BTCC is the region’s long-
est-running national circuit rac-
ing championship, and it contin-
ues its legacy this season in its 

current format. It was formerly 
known as the BIC, 2,000cc Chal-
lenge.

Winners from this campaign’s 
previous round were Moaaz 
Elzahrawi and Isa Ebrahim, and 
they are back for more this week-

end against another high-quality 
field. Joining them on the grid 
– all in Honda Civic challengers 
– are Hamad Khamis, Andreas 
Buelow, Ali Baqer, and Wiebke 
Buelow. The Radio Bahrain en-
trant will be racing in the lone 

Honda Integra in the field to 
round up the grid.

Friday’s events in the BTCC 
will feature a practice session, 
to be followed by qualifying, and 
then two races.

Meanwhile, the BMC will see a 
large group of 19 riders battling 
it out in the series’ two catego-
ries – the 1,000cc and 600cc.

In the third round of the sea-
son, Saud Al Tourah was trium-
phant amongst the 1,000cc com-
petitors and Ali Bousheri took 
the victory in the 600cc class. 
Both will be looking to maintain 
their winning ways on Friday.

Al Tourah, riding a BMW S 
1000 RR, will be joined in his 
category by Hassan Al Awadhi 
in a Yamaha R1, Nawaf Al Shuabi 
in a Honda CPR 100 RR, Bander 
Bahlul in a BMW 10004R, Fahed 
Al Hashash in a Suzuki GSXR, 
Marta Di Lauro in a Ducati 899, 
Abdulrahman Hassan in a BMW 
S 1000 RR, Bradley Stewart in a 
Ducati 848 Evo, Abdulaziz Al 
Fharm in a KTM Superduke EVO, 
and Mujahed Alkhashram in a 
Yamaha R1.

The 600cc bikers include 
Bousheri and Abdulrahman 
Ahmed in a pair of Honda 
CBR600RR bikes, Mohammed 
Al Zaidan in a Kawasaki ZX6, 
Shaikh Khalid Al Khalifa and 
Mohamed Al Sadiq in Triumph 
Daytonas; Nasser Al Khadra, 
Saif Al Buainain, and Hamad 
Al Tayeb in Yamaha R6 bikes; 
and Achraf Hamoud in a Suzuki 
GSXR600.

The BMC schedule will consist 
of a practice and qualifying ses-
sion, followed by a single race.

Following all the action, the 
podium ceremonies will take 
place for both series.

Seven rounds of National Race 
Day are scheduled as part of this 
2024/2025 season at BIC, to be 
held all the way through to May.

The Bahrain Touring 
Car Challenge (BTCC), 

formerly known as 
the BIC, 2,000cc 

Challenge, is the re-
gion’s longest-running 
national circuit racing 

championship

KNOW

BETTER

Action from a previous event at BIC
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