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Adam Smith publishes the influen-
tial economics book “The Wealth of 
Nations”

Russian Bolshevik Party becomes 
the Communist Party

US Congress is called into special session 
by FDR, beginning its “100 days”

Soviet flight Sputnik 9 carries 
and returns from orbit a dog 

named Chernushka (Blackie), 
frogs and a guinea pig

TOP 

4
TWEETS

04

03

01

On Women’s Day, I sa-
lute our Nari Shakti 

and their accomplish-
ments in diverse fields. 
The Government of In-
dia will keep focusing on 
women empowerment 
through i ts  various 
schemes with an empha-
sis on dignity as well as 
opportunity.

@narendramodi

With European se-
curity threatened 

once again, I hosted @
JustinTrudeau and @
MinPres here to ensure 
that Putin’s barbaric in-
vasion ends in failure.

@BorisJohnson

5 metric tonnes of @
WHO  medical sup-

plies have arrived in 
Kyiv, #Ukraine, to treat 
patients with trauma and 
injuries, and to continue 
the delivery of essential 
#primaryhealthcare. We 
are working with health 
authorities and volun-
teers to get these items to 
health facilities.

@DrTedros

The cascading crises 
of recent years have 

highlighted how wom-
en’s leadership is more 
crucial than ever. We 
need a sustainable, fem-
inist pandemic recovery 
centred around — and 
driven by — women and 
girls. #IWD2022

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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448,624,192

6,029,874

382,865,150

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+2,809

+771,831

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 491,892 24,222 422,223 45,447

Saudi 
Arabia

747,934 +219 9,011 +2 728,723 10,200

UAE 883,593 +323 2,302 845,470 35,821

Kuwait 623,769 2,546 615,509 5,714

Oman 385,513 +360 4,249 376,019 5,245

Qatar 358,564 +146 671 +1 355,957 1,936

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 80,979,977 985,914

2 India 42,971,308 515,241

3 Brazil 29,069,469 652,418

4 France 23,071,822 139,451

5 UK 19,245,301 162,147

6 Russia 17,081,394 357,601

7 Germany 16,057,509 125,077

8 Turkey 14,388,231 95,681

9 Italy 13,048,774 156,017

10 Spain 11,136,425 100,574

11 Argentina 8,942,888 126,842

12 Iran 7,102,159 138,260

13 Netherlands 6,837,874 21,624

14 Colombia 6,072,656 139,120

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Tens of thousands of 
Sydney residents have been 
told to evacuate their homes 
as severe storms and flash flooding 
inundated swathes of Australia’s 
largest city yesterday. The national 
weather bureau warned of “a tough 48 
hours ahead” for the city, with 60,000 
people subject to evacuation orders 
and warnings across the affected areas, 
according to emergency services. The death 
toll from a week of what officials have called 
“unprecedented” floods across much of 
Australia’s east coast rose to 18 on Tuesday, 
as police continued to search for a mother 
and son whose car was discovered abandoned in a stormwater canal in Sydney’s 
flood-hit west.

u Russia has a self-interest in preventing Iran from acquiring 
nuclear arms, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said during a visit to Estonia yesterday. “We continue 
to work to see if we can come back to mutual 
compliance with Iran on the deal. Russia continues to 
be engaged in those efforts and it has its own interest 
in ensuring that Iran is not able to acquire a nuclear 
weapon,” Blinken said. Moscow threw a potential 
spanner in the works on Saturday, just as months 

of indirect talks between Tehran and Washington in Vienna appeared to be 
headed for an agreement, with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov saying the Western 
sanctions over Ukraine had become a stumbling block for a nuclear deal.

u Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has 
signed a law allowing his 
government to quickly raise 
pensions, part of a set of 
anti-crisis measures after 
Russia was hit by a wave 
of economic sanctions over Ukraine, the RIA news agency reported yesterday.  
Another new initiative signed into law by Putin gave individuals and small- and 
medium-sized businesses the right to request “credit holidays,” RIA reported.

u Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) has successfully put a second military satellite, the 
Noor 2, into orbit, the state-media said yesterday. The 
announcement came as talks held in Vienna to revive an 
agreement restraining Iran’s nuclear program have reached 
a critical stage. Noor 2 is orbiting at an altitude of 500 
kilometres (311 miles). The first military satellite, launched 

by the Islamic Republic in April 2020, placed the Noor, or “light” in Persian, at 
an orbit of 425km (265 miles) above the earth’s surface. Iran will send a series 
of military satellites into orbit over the coming years, Space Commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards’ Aerospace Force Ali Jafarabadi said on Tuesday, the semi-
official Fars news agency reported.

u Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskiy was 
given a standing ovation from lawmakers in the British 
House of Commons at the beginning and end of a 
speech delivered by video link.
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1,335
The United Nations 

human rights office said 
on Tuesday that it had 
verified 1,335 civilian 
casualties in Ukraine, 

including 474 killed and 
861 injured, since Russia’s 
invasion began on Feb. 24.

KNOW WHAT

Ukraine’s children caught in the chaos of Russian invasion

A man with his newborn child takes shelter in the 
basement of a perinatal centre as air raid siren sounds 
are heard

Children look out from an evacuation train 
from Kyiv to Lviv as they say goodbye to their 
father at Kyiv central train station in Ukraine

A woman fleeing the Russian invasion of Ukraine hugs a child at a 
temporary camp in Przemysl, Poland,

Children, who came with the humanitarian transport of 
children from Ukrainian public orphanages following 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, have breakfast at the 
Hotel Ossa near Rawa Mazowiecka, Poland

Children take shelter in the basement of a perinatal 
centre as air raid siren sounds are heard

Children wearing foil blankets fleeing the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine cross the border from Ukraine to 
Poland at the border checkpoint in Medyka, Poland

A child fleeing Russian invasion of Ukraine reacts as 
she stands outside the tent, at a temporary camp in 
Przemysl, Poland

Attacks on Ukrainian hospitals, 
ambulances increasing rapidly, 
WHO warns

Reuters

Attacks on hospitals, am-
bulances and other health 

care facilities in Ukraine have 
increased rapidly in recent 
days and the country is run-
ning short of vital medical sup-
plies, the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) said on Tuesday.

The UN agency confirmed 
on Monday that at least nine 
people had died in 16 attacks 
on health care facilities since 
the start of a Russian invasion 
of Ukraine on Feb. 24. It did 
not say who was responsible.

The WHO’s senior emergen-
cy officer for Europe, Cathe-
rine Smallwood, told a news 
briefing that the tally included 
incidents where ambulances 
had been commandeered for 
purposes other than emergen-
cy healthcare.

“We will continue to update 
those numbers. They’ve been 
increasing quite rapidly over 
the past few days,” Smallwood 
said.

The agency is working to 
rapidly provide medical sup-
plies to Ukraine, where ox-
ygen, insulin, personal pro-

tective equipment, surgical 
items and blood products are 
running low, Europe regional 
director Hans Kluge told the 
briefing.

The supply of oxygen, chil-
dren’s vaccines, especially 
against polio amid an out-
break, and mental health ex-
pertise are among the WHO’s 
top priorities for the region, 
he said.

In a separate statement, 
the European Centre for Dis-
ease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) said countries neigh-
bouring Ukraine which are 
hosting Ukrainian refugees 
should include them in their 
vaccine programmes against a 
range of diseases.

They should prioritise vac-
cinating against COVID-19 and 
polio and also against measles, 
as the current inoculation cov-
erage is insufficient to prevent 
measles outbreaks, the ECDC 
said in a statement.

“Crowding in bomb shelters 
and reception centres could 
facilitate the start of a mea-
sles outbreak, particularly as 
spring coincides with the nat-
ural seasonality of the disease,” 
the agency added.

Medical specialists transport an injured woman to an ambulance following 
recent shelling in the separatist-controlled city of Donetsk, Ukraine

Russia warns West of $300 per 
barrel oil, cuts to EU gas supply
• Deputy PM calls 
for US Europe to not 
ban oil imports

• Says Europe should be 
honest with consumers 
about price hikes

• Moscow warns 
could halt gas supply 
via Nord Stream 1

Reuters | Dublin

Western countries could 
face oil prices of over 
$300 per barrel and 

the possible closure of the main 
Russia-Germany gas pipeline if 
governments follow through on 
threats to cut energy supplies 
from Russia, a senior minister 
said on Monday.

Oil prices spiked to their high-
est levels since 2008 on Monday 
after U.S. Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken said Washington and 
European allies were considering 
banning Russian oil imports.

“It is absolutely clear that a re-
jection of Russian oil would lead 
to ==catastrophic consequences 
for the global market,” Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Alexander 
Novak said in a statement on state 
television.

“The surge in prices would be 
unpredictable. It would be $300 
per barrel if not more.”

Novak said it would take Eu-
rope more than a year to replace 

the volume of oil it receives from 
Russia and it would have to pay 
significantly higher prices.

“European politicians need to 
honestly warn their citizens and 
consumers what to expect,” No-
vak said.

“If you want to reject energy 
supplies from Russia, go ahead. 
We are ready for it. We know 
where we could redirect the vol-
umes to.”

Novak said Russia, which sup-
plies 40% of Europe’s gas, was 
fulfilling its obligations in full but 
that it would be entirely within 
its rights to retaliate against the 
European Union after Germany 
last month froze the certification 
of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline.

“In connection with ... the im-
position of a ban on Nord Stream 
2, we have every right to take a 
matching decision and impose an 
embargo on gas pumping through 
the Nord Stream 1 gas pipeline,” 
Novak said.

“So far we are not taking such a 
decision,” he said. “But European 
politicians with their statements 
and accusations against Russia 
push us towards that.”

A police officer says goodbye to his son as his family flees from advancing Russian 
troops as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues in the town of Irpin outside Kyiv, 
Ukraine

Nord Stream is a system of offshore natural gas 
pipelines in Europe, running under the Baltic Sea from 
Russia to Germany. It includes the two Nord Stream 1 
pipelines running from Vyborg in northwestern Russia 
near Finland and the two Nord Stream 2 pipelines 
running from Ust-Luga in northwestern Russia near 
Estonia. All pipelines run to Lubmin in Northeastern 
Germany.

Nord Stream 1 is owned and 
operated by Nord Stream AG, 
whose majority shareholder is the 
Russian state company Gazprom. 
Nord Stream 2 is owned and 
planned to be operated by Nord 
Stream 2 AG, which is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Gazprom.

The first line of Nord Stream 
1 was laid by May 2011 and 
was inaugurated on 8 No-

vember 2011. The second line 
of Nord Stream 1 was laid in 
2011–2012 and was inaugu-

rated on 8 October 2012.

Putin says will not use conscript 
soldiers in Ukraine
Reuters

Russia will not use any con-
script soldiers in Ukraine, 

President Vladimir Putin said 
yesterday. 

“I emphasize that conscript 
soldiers are not participating 
in hostilities and will not par-
ticipate in them. And there 
will be no additional call-up 
of reservists,” Putin said in a 
televised message to mark In-
ternational Women’s Day.

Russian President Vladimir Putin 
attends a meeting with flight 
personnel, students and employees 
of the Aeroflot Aviation School on 
the suburbs of Moscow, Russia

More than two million flee war in Ukraine: UN
AFP | Geneva

More than two million people 
have now fled Ukraine since 

Russia launched its full-scale in-
vasion on February 24, according 
to the latest data from the United 
Nations yesterday. 

UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, 
recorded 2,011,312 refugees on 
its dedicated website, 276,244 
more than the previous count on 
Monday.

UNICEF, the UN children’s agen-
cy, believes hundreds of thou-
sands of them are youngsters.

Authorities and the UN expect 
the flow to intensify as the Rus-
sian army advances deeper into 
Ukraine, particularly as it ap-
proaches the capital, Kyiv.

Before Russia invaded, more 
than 37 million people lived in 

Ukrainian territory under the 
control of the central government.

Besides those who have left, an 
unknown number have been dis-
placed from their homes within 

the country.
The International Organization 

for Migration said that 103,000 
third-country nationals were 
among those who have fled.

Poland
More than half of those who 

have fled Ukraine are now in Po-
land, with UNHCR saying on Mon-
day 1,204,403 refugees were now 
in the country.

The number swelled by 176,800 
in 24 hours.

Hungary
Some 191,348 refugees are now 

in Hungary -- 10 percent of the 
total who have fled Ukraine. The 
number was up 11,185 on Mon-
day’s figure.

Slovakia
Across Ukraine’s shortest bor-

der, some 140,745 refugees are 
now in Slovakia.

Russia
UNHCR says the number of ref-

ugees who have crossed Ukraine’s 
longest border into Russia since 
the invasion is 99,300.

Moldova
Some 82,762 refugees were now 

in Moldova, according to figures 
updated to the end of Sunday, 
though many thousands more 
have passed through the non-
EU state on their way to other 
countries.

Romania
Some 82,062 refugees from 

Ukraine are now in Romania, ac-
cording to latest figures dated to 
the end of Sunday.

Belarus
S o m e  4 5 3  r e f u g e e s  h a d 

made it to Belarus, according  
UNCHR.

The UN Refugee Agency has recorded 2,011,312 refugees from Ukraine since the start 
of Russia’s invasion

Russia proposes 
nationalising 
foreign-owned 
factories that 
shut operations
Reuters | VIV, Ukraine

A senior member of Rus-
sia’s ruling party has 

proposed nationalising for-
eign-owned factories that 
shut down operations in 
the country over what the 
Kremlin calls a special mil-
itary operation in Ukraine.

A reporter for Politico 
said Britain was expected 
to announce steps to reduce 
dependency on Russian en-
ergy.

Several foreign compa-
nies including Toyota, Nike 
and home furnishings re-
tailer IKEA have announced 
temporary shutdowns of 
stores and factories in Rus-
sia.

11-year-old flees 
Ukraine alone with 
just a phone number 
scribbled on his hand
Agencies

As women and children 
flee Ukraine while men 

of fighting age stay back to 
join local defence units amid 
Russia’s armed attack on the 
country, the photo of a young 
boy has gone viral.

The 11-year-old boy is being 
hailed as a “hero” after travel-
ling nearly 700 miles (1,000 
km) to Slovakia alone, armed 
with only a letter and a phone 
number written on his hand.

“With one plastic bag, 
passport and phone 
number written on 
his hand, he came 
completely alone 
because his par-
ents had to stay 
in Ukraine,” the 
Slovakian Ministry 
of Interior said in a 
Facebook post.

Hailing the boy for his 
courage, the ministry added: 
“[The boy] gained all of them 
with his smile, fearlessness 
and determination, worthy to 
be a true hero.”

Sharing images of him be-
ing greeted by volunteers 
at the border, the post said 
the volunteers took care of 
him making sure he was kept 
warm and provided him with 
food and drinks, and even 
packed some for him for his 
journey ahead.

According to the Interior 
Ministry, the young boy is 
from Zaporizhzhia – the site 
of the Ukrainian nuclear pow-
er plant, which was captured 
by Russian forces last week. 
Images show the boy wearing 
a beanie and a heavy winter 
coat while standing in front 
of a table stocked with drinks 
and food.

The Slovakian au-
thorities shared an-

other video of the boy’s 
mother explaining why he 
had to travel alone. Identified 
as Yulia Pisetskaya, in a vid-
eo posted on Facebook, the 
mother, a widow, said that she 
had put her son on a train to 
Slovakia out of desperation.

“I want to thank the Slo-
vak customs and volunteers 
who took care of my son and 
helped him cross the border. 
I am grateful you have saved 
my child’s life. Next to my 
town is a nuclear power plant 
that the Russians are shooting 
at. I couldn’t leave my mother 
- she can’t move on her own,” 
the woman said, as translated 
by HuffPost.

Authorities dialled the 
number on the boy’s hand 
and were able to contact his 
relatives in Bratislava, Slova-
kia, who later picked him up. 
The ministry, which posted 
photos of the child, said, “the 
whole story ended well”.


