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Adam Smith publishes the influen-
tial economics book “The Wealth of 
Nations”

Russian Bolshevik Party becomes 
the Communist Party

US Congress is called into special session 
by President Franklin D Roosevelt, begin-
ning its “100 days”

Soviet flight Sputnik 9 carries 
and returns from orbit a dog 

named Chernushka (Blackie), 
frogs and a guinea pig
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India eagerly awaits 
your arrival! Looking 

forward to productive 
deliberations to fur-
ther the India-Australia 
friendship.

@narendramodi

Last year the @Lion-
esses changed the 

game and changed our 
country. On #IWD2023 
I am pleased to say from 
now on every girl will 
have the opportunity to 
do the same sports as 
boys in school – with a 
minimum of 2 hours of 
PE. So future generations 
can bring it home.

@RishiSunak

Russia is kidnapping 
our children. It is the 

largest state-sponsored 
kidnapping of 🇺🇺🇺🇺 children.
With this forced deporta-
tion, 🇺🇺🇺🇺 tries to erase the
family & national identity 
of young Ukrainians. It is 
the genocide of a nation. 
Everyone who organized 
it will be held to account.

@ZelenskyyUa

Women and girls 
everywhere are 

demanding their rights 
- and their words rever-
berate around the world. 
Investing in women and 
girls is the surest way to 
uplift all people, all com-
munities and all coun-
tries.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u The UK yesterday 
announced the opening of a military 
base in the far north of Norway to 
strengthen NATO’s capabilities in 
the Arctic amid concerns following 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. The 
newly established Norwegian site, 
called Camp Viking, will serve as a hub 
for Royal Marines Commandos, said 
Britain’s Royal Navy. It described the troops 
as “the tip of the Arctic spear” and “the unit 
the UK turns to when it needs troops able 
to fight in cold weather extremes. “A new 
Arctic operations base will support Britain’s 
commandos for the next 10 years as the UK 
underscores its commitment to security in the High North,” the statement added. 
Norway, which borders Russia, refuses to host permanent bases for foreign 
soldiers, so Camp Viking is due to remain open for just a decade. The purpose-
built base, located around 40 miles (65 kilometres) south of Tromso, will be able 
to accommodate all personnel from the elite commando-led Royal Marines force 
which reacts to emerging crises in Europe.

u The leaders of the United States, Britain and Australia will meet 
in the United States next week to discuss security 
and foreign policy, the British Prime Minister’s office 
announced on Wednesday, ahead of an expected 
nuclear submarine deal aimed at countering China’s 
growing assertiveness in the Pacific. After 18 months of 
negotiations, it is anticipated that Australia will reveal 
plans to obtain eight nuclear-powered submarines, in 

what Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese has 
called “the single biggest leap” in defence capability in 
his country’s history. The deal is part of the fledgling 
regional security pact between Australia, the United 
Kingdom and the United 

States known as AUKUS.

u US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and 
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi reaffirmed 
their countries’ close military ties Wednesday, 
Sisi’s office said, during the Cairo leg of Austin’s 
regional tour. Sisi highlighted “Egypt’s eagerness to 
strengthen its strategic partnership with the United 
States”, particularly in military and security cooperation, 
presidential spokesman Ahmed Fahmy said. The 
Pentagon chief’s stop in Cairo comes on the heels of his 
surprise visit to Baghdad ahead of the 20th anniversary 
of the US-led invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein, as well as after talks in 
Amman with staunch US ally King Abdullah II.

Australia, 
US, Britain 
leaders to meet, 
submarine deal 

expected

Austin and Sisi 
reaffirm US-Egypt 
military ties: 

presidency

UK opens military 
base in northern 
Norway

Zelensky said Russia would 
have an “open road” into 
eastern Ukraine if it cap-
tures the besieged city of 

Bakhmut
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135 years after abolition, slavery still exists in Brazil
AFP | Rio De Janeiro, Brazil

It sounded like a good job: 
picking grapes at a vineyard in 

southern Brazil.
It was only when workers were 

awakened with electrical shocks, 
beaten and threatened with death 
that they realized they had been 
recruited into the nightmare of 
modern-day slavery.

One hundred thirty-five years 
after Brazil became the last coun-
try in the Americas to abolish 

slavery, in 1888, stories like this 
are disturbingly common -- and 
have been growing more so.

“There are more and more peo-
ple in Brazil working in condi-
tions resembling slavery,” says 
Italvar Medina, a prosecutor on 
the national anti-slave labor task 
force, CONAETE.

The number of workers freed 
from slave-like conditions in Bra-
zil has more than doubled in two 
years, from 936 in 2020 to 2,075 

in 2022, official statistics show.
Last year’s figure was the high-

est since 2013, when there 2,808.
And the trend appears to con-

tinue: late last month, Brazilians 
were shocked by news of a police 
operation that freed 207 people 
from slave-like conditions at 
three vineyards in the seemingly 
idyllic southern region of Ben-
to Goncalves, in the state of Rio 
Grande do Sul, a picturesque area 
known for its sparkling wines.

Debt slavery

The government said the vine-
yard workers had been recruit-
ed 3,000 kilometers (more than 
1,850 miles) away, in the north-
eastern state of Bahia -- home 
to the largest black population 
in Brazil.

Authorities were alerted after a 
group of them escaped. They told 
harrowing stories of supervisors 
using electrical shocks to wake 
them at dawn and beating them 

with clubs and broomsticks.
“The only good Bahian is a dead 

Bahian,” workers remembered 
being told.

Forced to sleep in an over-
crowded shed, the workers were 

served food that had been left to 
rot in the sun, they said.

To avoid starving, they had to 
buy additional food from the farm 
store at exorbitant prices, forcing 
them into debt that their employ-
ers then used to justify not paying 
their wages.

The vineyards involved said 
they repudiated the use of slave 
labor, and blamed the company 
that recruited the workers.

“This isn’t an isolated case. It’s 

the product of an economic mod-
el that kills,” says Andrei Thomaz 
Oss-Emer of the Pastoral Land 
Commission (CPT), a Catholic 
organization that fights for rural 
workers’ rights.

“A lot of companies in the food 
and beverage sector use this hir-
ing model, where they bring in 
third-party firms that employ 
workers in demeaning conditions, 
to the point that it is essentially 
slavery,” he told AFP.

The number of workers freed 
from slave-like conditions in 

Brazil has more than doubled in 
two years, from 936 in 2020 to 

2,075 in 2022

White tiger cub found 
dumped on Greek street: 
animal park

Athens, Greece

Greece’s leading animal 
park yesterday said it 

had recovered a rare white 
tiger  cub found abandoned 
on a nearby street earlier this  
week.

Attica Zoological Park out-
side Athens said the four-
month-old female cub, which 
was found beneath a garbage 
bin near the premises, was par-
alysed from the waist down.

“No one knows where it 
came from or how it got here,” 
park founder Jean Jacques 
Lesueur told Proto Thema dai-
ly, adding that the feline was 
likely abandoned on Monday.

“It’s in terrible condition,” 
he said.

Conservation group World 
Wildlife Fund (WWF) de-
scribes white tigers as “a ge-
netic anomaly,” with none 
known to exist in the wild.

They are often the result of 
inbreeding, exposing them to 
a host of health problems at 
birth.

The park says it  hosts 
more than  2,000  animals 
from 290 different species.

It was criticised last year af-
ter an alpha male chimpanzee 
escaped its enclosure during 
operating hours, and was lat-
er shot dead for public safety 
reasons.

picture courtesy of Yahoo

NATO chief warns Bakhmut 
may fall ‘in coming days’

Wagner claimed to have captured the eastern bank of the industrial town

• The intense fighting 
around Bakhmut has 
been the longest and 
bloodiest in Russia’s more 
than year-long invasion

• Zelensky told 
CNN that his armed 
forces were resolved 
to stay in Bakhmut

AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

NATO Secretary General Jens 
Stoltenberg warned yester-
day the eastern Ukrainian 

city of Bakhmut may fall into Rus-
sian hands in the coming days fol-
lowing months of intense fighting.

His remarks come as Russia’s 
Wagner mercenary group, which 
has spearheaded the attack on 
Bakhmut, claimed to have cap-
tured the eastern bank of the in-
dustrial town that has been dev-
astated in the longest battle since 
Moscow invaded.

In Stockholm, EU ministers 
were discussing plans to ramp up 
defence production and rush am-
munition to Ukraine as it burns 
through thousands of howitzer 
shells each day.

Wagner chief and Kremlin ally 
Yevgeny Prigozhin said on social 
media Wednesday that his forc-
es “have taken all of the eastern 
part of Bakhmut”, a salt-mining 
town with a pre-war population 

of 80,000.
The intense fighting around 

Bakhmut has been the longest and 
bloodiest in Russia’s more than 
year-long invasion, which has 
devastated swathes of Ukraine 
and displaced millions of people.

“What we see is that Russia is 
throwing more troops, more forc-
es and what Russia lacks in qual-
ity they try to make up in quan-
tity,” Stoltenberg told reporters 
in Stockholm on the sidelines of 
an EU defence ministers meeting.

“We cannot rule out that 
Bakhmut may eventually fall in 
the coming days,” the head of the 

US-led military alliance said, add-
ing that “this does not necessarily 
reflect any turning point of the 
war”.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky warned in an interview 
with CNN what could happen if 
Bakhmut falls to Russian forces.

“We understand that after 
Bakhmut, (Russian forces) could 
go further” and attack nearby cit-
ies in the Donetsk region.

“They could go to Kramatorsk, 
they could go to Sloviansk, it 
would be an open road for the 
Russians after Bakhmut to other 
towns in Ukraine, in the Donetsk 

direction,” Zelensky said in an 
interview set to air Wednesday.

Russia aims for ‘further 
offensive’

Russian Defence Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu told military officials 
during a televised meeting on 
Tuesday that taking control of 
the city would allow for “further 
offensive operations” in eastern 
Ukraine.

Prigozhin estimated the day 
before that between “12,000 and 
20,000” Ukrainian troops were 
still defending the town.

Zelensky told CNN that his 

armed forces were resolved to 
stay in Bakhmut.

“Of course, we have to think 
about the lives of our military. 
But we have to do whatever we 
can whilst we’re getting weapons, 
supplies, and our army is getting 
ready for the counter-offensive.”

Zelensky on Wednesday host-
ed UN chief Antonio Guterres in 
Kyiv as he makes his third visit to 
Ukraine since Russia’s invasion.

In a statement following the 
talks, Guterres underscored the 
importance of extending an expir-
ing deal that has allowed Ukraine 
to export its grain.

“I want to underscore the crit-
ical importance of the rollover of 
the Black Sea Grain Initiative on 
18 March,” Guterres said.

EU defence ministers were 
meeting in Stockholm to discuss 
a plan to rush one billion euros 
worth of ammunition to Ukraine 
as pressure mounts on Kyiv’s al-
lies to bolster supplies to the war 
effort.

Ukrainian servicemen fire a 105mm Howitzer towards Russian positions, near the city of Bakhmut

Pele’s widow to inherit 30 percent of his assets
AFP | Sao Paulo                         

The widow of late football 
legend Pele will  inher-

it 30 percent of his assets, ac-
cording to his will, which also 
mentions a woman who could 
be Pele’s unrecognized daugh-
ter, the widow’s lawyer said on  
Tuesday.

The will states that Marcia Ci-
bele Aoki, Pele’s third and last 
wife, will inherit his mansion in 

Guaruja, a seaside resort town 
south of Sao Paulo, where the cou-
ple lived, according to her lawyer 
Luiz Kignel.

Other assets belonging to Pele, 
who died after battling cancer in 
late December at age 82, include 
more real estate and a stake in the 
Pele brand, Kignel said, adding 
that a complete inventory has yet 
to be made.

The remaining 70 percent is 
reserved for Pele’s children, in-

cluding an unrecognized daugh-
ter that he may have.

“He indicated the possibil-
ity of the existence of anoth-
er daughter, whose recogni-
tion will depend on a DNA test, 
which could not be carried out 
(on Pele) due to the pandemic 
and the state of his health,” said  
Kignel.

According to Kignel, the wom-
an in question is a Brazilian na-
tional and she has taken legal 
steps to be recognized as Pele’s 
daughter.

Marcia Aoki

In September 2022, a court 
in Sao Paulo ordered Pele to 
submit to a DNA test, accord-

ing to the G1 website. The 
test must now be performed 

on one of his seven recog-
nized children.

WHO regional 
chief Kasai 
ousted over 
bullying 
claims

Geneva, Switzerland

The World Health Or-
ganization has termi-

nated the contract of its 
powerful Western Pacific 
regional director Takeshi 
Kasai following staff accu-
sations of abusive and rac-
ist behaviour, a diplomatic 
source said yesterday. 

The WHO executive 
board called a two-day, 
closed-door special session 
at its Geneva headquarters 
to discuss the case of Japa-
nese doctor Kasai, who was 
suspended after allegations 
first surfaced in January 
2022.

“The regional director’s 
appointment has been ter-
minated”, the source told 
AFP.

A WHO letter said the 
decision was made “after 
careful consideration”.

The WHO said the exec-
utive board meeting was 
scheduled to consider “the 
recommendation of the re-
gional committee”, which 
was held in the Western 
Pacific headquarters in 
Manila last week -- also in 
private.

While the WHO did not 
say what that recommen-
dation was, another dip-
lomatic source told AFP 
that the Manila meeting 
had called for Kasai to be 
dismissed.

“Up to the 11th hour they 
were giving him the option 
to resign,” but Kasai re-
fused, one source said.

“The vote was very 
close, 13-11… There were a 
lot of phone calls behind 
the scenes,” the source said, 
adding that Japan had tried 
to block a report on an in-
vestigation into the case 
from being published.

Headquartered in the 
Philippines’ capital, the 
WHO’s Western Pacific re-
gion covers almost 1.9 bil-
lion people across 37 ter-
ritories.

Four dead in Syria drone strike
AFP | Beirut

A drone strike killed four 
people in government-held 

eastern Syria yesterday in an 
area controlled by Iran-backed 
factions, a war monitor said.

“Four people were killed and 
eight wounded in a drone strike 
near a weapons factory belong-
ing to Iran-backed groups and 
near a truck loaded with weap-
ons,” Rami Abdel Rahman of 
the Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights told AFP.

There was no immediate 
word on who carried out the 
strike in the eastern city of Deir 
Ezzor or whether the dead 
were fighters or civilians.

The strike targeted a part of 
the city that is home to resi-
dences of top Iranian com-
manders and senior officers 
of Lebanon’s Hezbollah move-
ment as well as an Iranian hos-
pital to treat cholera patients, 
Abdel Rahman said.

Pro-Iran factions aligned 
with the Syrian government, in-
cluding Hezbollah, are heavily 
deployed south and west of the 
Euphrates River which bisects 
Deir Ezzor province.

Israel has carried out re-

peated air and missile strikes 
against government forces and 
their Iran-backed allies. A US-
led coalition has also carried 
out strikes.

State media said a land mine 
planted by “terrorists” explod-
ed in the same neighborhood, 
causing casualties.

“A number of citizens were 
killed and wounded when a 
land mine planted by terrorists 
exploded in the Al-Hamidiya 
neighborhood of Deir Ezzor,” 
state news agency SANA re-
ported. SANA published pho-
tographs of the aftermath of 
the blast which showed exten-
sive damage to a building and 

a truck. Wednesday’s attack 
followed a series of unclaimed 
drone strikes on January 30 
that targeted a suspected Ira-
nian weapons convoy in the 
province and killed 11 people, 
including a pro-Iranian com-
mander, the Observatory said 
at the time.

The conflict in Syria started 
in 2011 with the brutal repres-
sion of peaceful protests and 
escalated to pull in foreign pow-
ers and global jihadists.

The war has killed nearly 
half a million people and forced 
around half of the country’s 
pre-war population from their 
homes.

Aftermath of drone strike reveals destruction and wreckage of vehicles

France makes new arrests in 
two million euro German heist
AFP | Paris, France

French police investigating 
the armed robbery of over 

2 million euros from a money 
transporter in Germany have 
arrested eight more people, 
sources close to the investiga-
tion said Wednesday.

The eight, detained on Tues-
day and Wednesday, include the 
suspected brains of the opera-
tion, identified only as Gemal 
D., 58, who is known to police, 
the sources said.

Early in January, a team of 
five or more heavily armed peo-
ple used explosives to attack an 
armoured money transporter in 
Sarrelouis in Germany close to 
the French border.

One of the transporter’s 
guards and a policeman were 
injured in the attack, which also 
involved gunfire.

The attackers fled in several 
vehicles and fired shots at Ger-
man police during a car chase, 
a document seen by AFP said.

Gemal D. and three others 
were arrested in the southwest-
ern region of Pyrenees-Orien-

tales, and the others in northern 
France and the Paris region, 
they said. All were being ques-
tioned by anti-gang investiga-
tors.

One source said everybody 
connected to the robbery was 
now under arrest.

Ten other suspects have al-
ready been apprehended for 
their part in the heist.

Within hours of the attack, 
five suspects were arrested 
near Paris, including two well-
known figures in the French 
gang underworld, a source said.

Abdelkrim Lho, 56, and Loic 

Deliere, 45, both have convic-
tions for an attack on an ar-
moured money transport in 
2000 in which a guard was 
killed.

Five others, one of them a 
woman, were apprehend-
ed later in January and in  
February.

The robbers got away with 
2.1 million euros ($2.2 million), 
according to a German police 
estimate, of which 860,000 eu-
ros were recovered during the 
first waves of arrests.

The rest of the money is still 
missing.

Representative  picture courtesy of NBC News


