
Legislative employees are 
active despite pandemic
1,870 employees of Shura, Representatives Council and municipal councils 

participate in 74 specialised events during fifth legislative term

• In line with 
royal directives to 
provide training 
programmes, studies 
and research related 
to constitutional and 
legal fields for different 
groups of people

TDT | Manama

A total of 1,870 employees 
of the Shura Council, 
Representatives Coun-

cil and municipal councils have 
taken part in 74 specialised 
events – both in-person and 
virtual – during the fifth legis-
lative term.

The Bahrain Institute for Po-
litical Development said that 
despite the existing coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic, the fifth 
legislative term has witnessed 
a significant growth in the 
number, quality and volume of 
participation in specialised ac-
tivities such as training courses 
and awareness programmes, as 
well as a series of discussions on 
various important topics.

The activities included 55 

workshops, 10 lectures, five dis-
cussion sessions, three training 
sessions, and one special meet-
ing for the legislative sector’s 
employees.

In 2020, five specialised pro-
grammes were organised such 
as training courses, workshops 
and lectures.

They also included Parlia-
mentary Support Programme 
for the employees of the General 
Secretariat of the Shura Coun-
cil, the Municipal Support Pro-
gramme for the employees of 
municipal councils and Ministry 
of Works, Municipalities Affairs 

and Urban Planning, as well as a 
Municipal Skills Programme for 
municipal councils,and mem-
bers of the Shura Council and 
the House of Representatives.

Last year, the institute im-
plemented five programmes, 
which included Parliamentary 
Skills Programme for members 
of the House of Representatives, 
secondment programme for 
Their Excellencies the Repre-
sentatives, Parliamentary Skills 
Programme for members of 
the Shura Council, Municipal 
Skills Programme for members 
of the Capital Municipality and 
municipal councils, and Parlia-
mentary Support Programme 
for Parliament secretariat em-
ployees. The implementation 
of these activities comes from 
the directives of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister.

The directives are in line with 
a royal decree providing train-
ing programmes, studies and 
research related to the consti-
tutional and legal fields for dif-
ferent groups of people, particu-

larly to members of the Shura 
and Representatives Councils 
as well as members of municipal 
councils.

Cooperation
On this occasion, the institute 

affirmed the continuation of 
cooperation with the legislative 
authority and municipal coun-
cils during the coming period, as 
a commitment to implementing 
the plans and programmes ap-
proved by the Board of Trustees, 
while adapting their implemen-
tation in line with the precau-
tionary measures against the 
COVID-19.

In 2018, the Parliamenta-
ry Support Programme was 
launched. It included crisis 
management workshop, parlia-
mentary research preparation 
skills workshop, skills interpret-
ing legal texts workshop, and 
how to deal with the internal 
regulations of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

In 2019, the institute imple-
mented six specialised pro-
grammes for members of the 
Shura and Representatives 
Councils, municipal councils 
and the Capital Municipality.
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KNOW WHAT

Despite the existing corona-
virus (COVID-19) pandemic, 

the fifth legislative term has 
witnessed a significant growth 

in the number, quality and 
volume of participation in 

specialised activities such as 
training courses and awareness 

programmes, as well as a se-
ries of discussions on various 

important topics.

Representatives Councils ... democracy in motion

Outrage over ‘unloading 
veggies at open ground’
Staff Reporter 
TDT | Manama

Residents of Sehla have ex-
pressed their anger over 

an open ground being used by 
a group of wholesale traders to 
unload vegetables before they 
are packed and sent to retail 
shops and outlets. 

They asked why the author-
ities are turning a blind eye to 
the issue despite being brought 
to their attention many times. 

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, a resi-
dent in the 
area said 
tonnes of 
vegetables 
a r e  u n -
loaded to 
the open 
g r o u n d , 
which is a 
grave vi-
olation of 
rules. 

“Vegetables must be unload-
ed and stored in a warehouse. 
How can they do it in an open 
ground?” 

Another resident said, every 
day, the ground has become 
slushy after rains and “mud 
soaked vegetables were be-
ing transported to retail stores 
from the open ground”. 

He said at least 
20 trailer trucks 
transport vegeta-
bles to the place, 
from where it 
is  packed and 
carried in light 
trucks and other 
vehicles to retail 
stores. 

Sources said 
generally trail-
er  trucks car-

rying vegetables from Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan direct-
ly unload them at the Bah-
rain Central Market, from 
where it goes to the retail  
market. 

“This sounds like a mystery. 
We don’t know who is buying 
these vegetables from these 
people?” they said.

A trailer truck is parked at the open 
ground in Sehla to unload vegetables

Vegetables must be 
unloaded and stored in 
a warehouse. How can 
they do it in an open 

ground?
CONCERNED RESIDENT

Verdict set for Industry Ministry employee accused of corruption
TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court will 
announce on Wednesday 

the verdict against a public em-
ployee accused of corruption.

The employee is serving 
at the Ministry of Industry, 
Commerce and Tourism and 
his misconduct was exposed 
after his illegal services were 
offered to an imitated products 

trader. According to court files, 
the trader found himself facing 
violation after he was caught 
selling counterfeited products. 
A clearance agent approached 
him and offered to remove the 
violation with the help of the 
Industry Ministry employee in 
return for cash money. How-
ever, the trader informed the 
police who seized the phones 
of the pair and examined their 

communications. It was estab-
lished that they were receiving 
bribes to remove violations. 

The Financial Crimes and 
Money Laundering Chief Pros-
ecutor said earlier that the 
pair landed in the police net 
after a tip-off sent from the 
Anti-Corruption Department 
to the Public Prosecution re-
vealing that business owners 
reported that the employee, 

with the help of clearance 
agent, were demanding bribes 
in return for removing the 
 violations. 

The Public Prosecution in-
vestigated the case, hearing 
witnesses and examining text 
messages traded between the 
pair. It was established that the 
pair committed the wrongdoing, 
as a result of which they were 
detained.

Bahraini man in the dock for human trafficking
TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court 
will be hearing today the 

defense of a 42-year-old man 
accused of holding an Asian 
woman and trafficking her. 

The Bahraini man denied the 
accusations levelled against 
him, stating that the case file 
against him is malicious as the 
woman demands unpaid sala-
ries from him, and she resort-

ed to suing him on different 
grounds. 

Investigations discovered that 
the man was implicated in in-
citing maids to flee from their 
sponsors by offering them bet-
ter salaries and lower working 
hours.

According to court files, 
the Bahraini man locked up 
the 22-year-old man in a flat 
and he physically assaulted  
her. 

She was saved after she man-
aged to contact a friend, who 
also happened to be a maid, and 
she informed her sponsor. The 
latter went to the police station 
and informed cops who rushed 

to the victim and rescued her.
The man was discovered to 

be already implicated in cases 
of indecent acts. He, however, 
denied any wrongdoing stat-
ing that he had several women 
working for him as cleaners.

He revealed that he had to 
terminate their contracts after 
facing financial struggles, indi-
cating that he kept the woman 
with him because he was in her 
debt.

Bahrain welcomes Sudan talks
TDT | Manama

Bahrain has welcomed the 
dialogue between the Su-

danese parties and stressed 
its support for reviving the 
political process in Sudan, 
which would achieve its 
security, peace, unity and  
stability.

In a statement, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs noted the 
constructive role of the United 

Nations in this regard and the 
efforts exerted by the United 
Nations Integrated Transition 
Assistance Mission in Sudan 
(UNITAMS), to hold political 
consultations among all com-
ponents.

It affirmed Bahrain’s soli-
darity and full support for Su-
dan to achieve the aspirations 
of its people for stability, peace 
and development.

Bahrain to host MENA 
forum on ‘women of 
technology’  on Jan. 25-26
TDT | Manama

The Kingdom of Bahrain 
will host the “Women of 

Technology in the Middle 
East and North Africa” forum 
on January 25 and 26.

The event is expected to 
attract more than 400 par-
ticipants representing 20 
countries from the Arab re-
gion, while more than 25 Arab 
women leaders and entrepre-
neurs will speak.

Ahmed Attia Al Hujairi, 
CEO of WorkSamat, the or-
ganiser of the event, said that 
the forum is being held with 
the participation of female 
leaders in the technology and 
business sector in the King-
dom of Bahrain and the entire 
Arab region.

They will discuss women’s 
leadership and innovations 
in the various business and 
technology sectors. Participa-
tion in the forum is also open 
to men who support women 
and their successes in various  
fields.

Al Hujairi explained that fe-
male technology leaders from 
all over the Middle East and 
North Africa will present var-

ious dialogue sessions during 
the forum, including a main 
session, panel discussions and 
technical talks, in addition to 
a mentoring session, and an 
innovative session for women 
entrepreneurs.

The forum also includes 
interactive activities to moti-
vate participants during these 
sessions. It will also feature 
a virtual exhibition that will 
be held parallel to the vir-
tual forum to give sponsors 
an opportunity to showcase 
their services through this 
platform.

The forum sheds light on 
how women are leading the 
labour market in the Middle 
East and North Africa, and 
takes a future look at the en-
trepreneurship landscape of 
Arab women in the region, as 
well as provides career guid-
ance to build a successful ca-
reer in the technology sector.

It is also an opportunity 
for women entrepreneurs 
to learn from women lead-
ers in the technology and 
business sector, and pres-
ent their ideas and innova-
tive projects to speakers and  
participants.

C o u r t  S t o r i e s
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Labour growth in upswing: Humaidan
Creation of jobs and employment of more citizens part of Kingdom’s economic recovery plan

TDT | Manama

Bahrain is witnessing an 
increasing growth in var-
ious sectors, particularly 

involving the national work-
force.

Labour and Social Develop-
ment Minister Jamil bin Mu-
hammad Ali Humaidan attrib-
uted this to the implementation 
of the government’s economic 
recovery plan, which is aimed 
at job creation, accelerating the 
pace of employment of citizens, 
and job stability.

This came as Humaidan, who 
is also Labour Market Regula-
tory Authority (LMRA) Board 
of Directors chairman, met the 
Secretary General of the Gener-
al Federation of Bahrain Trade 

Unions, Abdul Qader Abdul 
Karim Al Shehabi, in his office 
yesterday.

He noted that the most impor-
tant ground on which the plan 
is based requires strengthening 
cooperation and coordination 
with various relevant authorities 

to achieve the common national 
goals that the government, head-
ed by His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, aspires to.

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed the economic recovery 

plan, the launch of the initiatives 
of the various sectors, particu-
larly the industrial sector; and 
the investment of the sector’s 
advancement plan to employ 
more citizens in this promising 
sector. 

The prospects for cooperation 

and coordination between the 
ministry and the trade unions 
during the next phase were also 
discussed.

Humaidan underlined the 
Kingdom’s achievements in 
maintaining the stability of na-
tional employment, as well as 
the success of the National Em-
ployment Programme second 
edition, stressing that this is a 
positive indicator despite the 
existence of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) pandemic.

Al Shehabi praised the success 
of the Labour Ministry in imple-
menting the National Employ-
ment Programme in its second 
edition, as well as the success of 
training plans to qualify citizens 
and integrate them into the la-
buor market.

He also stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening joint 
cooperation between the two 
parties.

Humaidan with Al Shehabi

The implementation 
of the government’s 
economic recovery 

plan is aimed 
at job creation, 
accelerating the 

pace of employment 
of citizens, and job 

stability
JAMIL BIN MUHAMMAD ALI HUMAIDAN, 

LABOUR AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
MINISTER

Community partnership 
key to meet citizens’ needs
TDT | Manama

Southern Governor His 
Highness Shaikh Khalifa 

bin Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa 
has stressed the importance 
of reaching out to citizens and 
bolstering community part-
nership in line with the di-
rectives of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

He paid tribute to His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, for 
spearheading the digitalisation 
of all services and transactions. 

HH Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali 
highlighted the prizes con-
ferred on the Southern Gov-
ernment as part of the 2021 
Electronic Government Excel-
lence Award. 

He noted the directives of 
the Minister of Interior Gen-
eral Shaikh Rashid bin Abdul-
la Al Khalifa to follow up on 

citizens’ needs and meet their 
aspirations. 

The Southern Governor 
underlined the importance of 
the online platforms which 
were provided by the Southern 
Governorate for citizens to for-
ward their demands, applica-
tions, queries and complaints. 

He cited in this regard the 
weekly virtual majlis, hosted 
by the Southern Governorate 
as well as the email com-
plaints@southern.gov.bh. and 
other online platforms.

Southern Governor

Deputy Prime Minister receives AP Speaker, Education Minister
Deputy Prime Minister and President of the 
Supreme Council for the Development of 
Education and Training, His Highness Shaikh 
Mohammed bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, received 
Speaker of the Arab Parliament (AP), Adel 
bin Abdulrahman Al Asoomi, and Education 
Minister, Dr Majid bin Ali Al Nuaimi. The Deputy 
Prime Minister was briefed on the conference 
that will be launched in Bahrain for education 
development in the Arab region under the 
theme “Bahrain is the gateway to education 
development in the Arab region.” He expressed 
his appreciation for the efforts made by the AP 
Speaker and members in the service of Arab 
issues in general and education development in 
particular, which confirms their keenness to keep 
pace with global changes.

Industry Ministry and House 
of Representatives solidarity

SEA head honoured as CSR 
international ambassador

High-level Jordanian parliamentary 
delegation arrives in Bahrain

Industry, Commerce and Tourism Minister Zayed bin Rashid Al Zayani 
yesterday received Representatives Council member Dr Sawsan Mohammed 
Kamal. They discussed important issues related to public affairs, and aspects 
of cooperation, coordination and joint work between the ministry and the 
House of Representatives, as well as the mechanisms to enhance this. Al 
Zayani commended the efforts of Dr Sawsan for everything that would 
enhance the march of progress and development, achieve the aspirations 
of citizens and raise the status of the Kingdom of Bahrain. He stressed 
the ministry’s constant keenness on cooperation and joint work with the 
legislative authority to enhance the gains and achievements of the country 
in all fields.

Defence Affairs Ministry Undersecretary Major General 
Shaikh Ahmed bin Mohammed Al Khalifa patronised the 10th 
Constituent Judicial Session for Military Prosecution officers with 
the participation of officers from the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries and the military and security bodies in the 
kingdom. The session is in line with the keenness of the Bahrain 
Defence Force (BDF) to cooperate with the military judicial 
entities of brotherly countries’ armed forces, commending 
the efforts exerted by the military judiciary to hold regular 
judicial and legal courses. He expressed appreciation to the BDF 
Commander-in-Chief, Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa, for his unlimited support for the military judiciary.

Sustainable Energy Authority (SEA) President Dr Abdulhussain bin Ali Mirza 
received a delegation from the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), led 
by its Advisory Board Chairman Professor Yusuf Abdul-Ghaffar. Dr Mirza 
was honoured to be an international ambassador in the International 
Ambassadors Programme for CSR, which includes a group of Arab and 
international figures influential in the areas of social responsibility and 
sustainable development. The delegation affirmed that Dr Mirza was 
honoured due to his keenness and interest in all initiatives aimed at serving 
the community, and his appreciation of the role of community institutions 
and organisations in advancing the development wheel in the Kingdom and 
enhancing their contributions at the regional and global levels.

Representatives Council Speaker Fawzia bint Abdullah Zainal received 
yesterday Jordanian Speaker of the House of Representatives, Abdul 
Karim Doghmi, on arrival in the Kingdom of Bahrain heading a high-level 
parliamentary delegation as part of an official visit to the kingdom. 
The visit reflects strong and growing fraternal relations between both 
countries thanks to the support of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and Jordanian Monarch King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussain. The Jordanian 
parliamentary delegation will hold an official discussion session tomorrow 
Monday at the Representatives Council premises to discuss ways of boosting 
bilateral parliamentary relations. The delegation will also hold meetings with 
senior officials in Bahrain.

10th Constituent Judicial Session for Military Prosecution officers kicks off

1,694 new COVID-19 cases and 853 additional recoveries
TDT | Manama

Bahrain yesterday recorded 
1,694 new COVID-19 cas-

es, the Ministry of Health an-
nounced.

There were zero deaths, while 

853 additional recoveries were 
reported.

The death toll stands at 1,397, 
while there are 280,114 survivors 
from the respiratory ailment.

There were no critical patients 
and 29 are in stable condition.

Relaxed entry requirements

The Kingdom relaxed its entry 
requirements starting yesterday.

Travellers to Bahrain will only 
need to take one PCR test on ar-
rival into the country.

Previously, vaccinated arrivals 
were required to take PCR tests 
on arrival, followed by the fifth 
and 10th days of their stay. The 
new changes came into effect 
yesterday and the cost of the PCR 
test has been reduced to BD12.

The non-vaccinated and those 
under 12 will still have to quar-
antine for 10 days on arrival.

It came as Bahrain received 
the highest score ever recorded 
on the Nikkei COVID-19 Recovery 
Index for its response to the pan-

demic in December 2021.
Health Ministry Undersecre-

tary Dr Waleed Khalifa Al Manea 
said 94 per cent of those eligible 
had been double vaccinated and 
83 per cent of those eligible for a 
booster had received one.


