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as president of the resource-rich
former Soviet republic, Nursultan
Nazarbayev.

It has opened arift in the ruling
elite, with Tokayev fighting to
consolidate his authority after
sacking key officials and remov-
ing Nazarbayev from a power-
ful role as head of the Security
Council.

The former intelligence chief
and two-time prime minister Ka-
rim Massimov, seen as close to
Nazarbayev, has been arrested on
suspicion of treason but authori-
ties have not disclosed any details
of the allegations against him.

State television took the unu-
sual step at the top of its hourly
news bulletin of underlining that
Tokayev was “the highest official
of the state, the chairman of the
Security Council. In this capacity
he takes decisions independent-

ly”

The violence has dealt a
blow to Kazakhstan’s image
as a tightly controlled and
stable country, which it has
used to attract hundreds of
billions of dollars of Western
investment in its oil and
minerals industries.

1ed to family

said he unsuccessfully tried to lo-
cate the baby’s parents inside, he
decided to take the infant home
to his wife and children. Safi has
three daughters of his own and
said his mother’s greatest wish
before she died was for him to
have a son.

In that moment he decided: “I
am keeping this baby. If his family
is found, I will give him to them.
If not, I will raise him myself,” he
told Reuters in an interview in
late November.

Safi told Reuters that he took
him to the doctor for a check-up
after he was found and quickly
incorporated the child into his
family. They called the baby Mo-
hammad Abed and posted pic-
tures of all the children together
on his Facebook page.

 as they leave the house of Hamid Safi

New Dutch finance
minister Kaag

tests positive

for COVID-19 day
before inauguration

Sigrid Kaag, Dutch minister for
foreign trade and development
cooperation

Reuters | Amsterdam

he Netherlands’ new

finance minister Sigrid
Kaag will miss the cere-
monial inauguration of the
new Dutch government on
Monday as she has tested
positive for the coronavirus.

“I have tested positive for
corona. It will be a slightly
different start then I had
hoped for”, Kaag tweeted
on Sunday.

“My installation will take
place digitally. Luckily I feel
fine.”

Prime Minister Mark
Rutte’s fourth consecutive
government is set to be in-
stalled by Dutch King Wil-
lem-Alexander on Monday,
almost 10 months after the
last election and a year since
his previous administration
stepped down.

Although the government
coalition consists of the
same four parties that have
been in charge since 2017,
it took a record of almost
300 days to bring them back
together after the incon-
clusive March 17 elections
made parties more reluctant
than ever to compromise.

Their installation comes
amid a sharp rise in coro-
navirus infections due to
the Omicron variant, de-
spite a broad lockdown that
has kept most public places
closed since mid-December.

Former United Nations
diplomat Kaag served as
foreign minister in the pre-
vious government and is the
leader of the second-largest
party in the coalition, pro-
EU D66.

Besides missing the meet-
ing with the king, she will
also be absent from the tra-
ditional photograph of the
new cabinet taken on the
steps of the royal palace.

Seven dead, 3 missing after rock
face collapse at Brazilian waterfall

Reuters | Brasilia

t least seven people died

and nine were seriously in-
jured when a wall of rock col-
lapsed on top of motor boats
below a waterfall in southeast-
ern Brazil on Saturday, the fire
department said.

A tower of rocks suddenly
broke away from the canyon
wall and came crashing down
on several leisure boats, send-
ing out a huge wave over the
lake at Capitolio, in Minas Ge-
rais state.

Videos posted on social me-
dia showed tourists shouting as
the column of rock crashed into
the water, smashing two boats.

Authorities said three peo-
ple were still missing after oth-
ers feared lost were located by
telephone. Divers searched the
lake.

The people hurt in the ac-

Firefighters of Minas Gerais state search for victms after a wall of rock

collapsed on top of motor boats below a waterfall in Capitolio, in Minas Gerais
state, Brazil

cident had broken bones and
one was in serious condition
in hospital with head and fa-
cial injuries. Some 23 others
were treated for light injuries,
he said.

The region has been under

heavy rainfall for two weeks,
which could have loosened the
rock face. On Saturday, a dike
overflowed at an iron ore mine
300 kilometers to the east, cut-
ting off a major federal high-
way. r

No concessions: Russia takes hard
line before vital talks with US

Minister says
diplomacy could fail
after one session

@ US official says
won’t discuss limits
on deployments

West threatening
sanctions if Russia
invades Ukraine

Reuters | Moscow

Russia said yesterday it
would not make any con-

cessions under US pressure at
talks this week on the Ukraine
crisis and its demands for West-
ern security guarantees, and
that there was a risk they might
end quickly.

The hard line from Mos-
cow underscored the fragile
prospects for negotiations that
Washington hopes will avert
the danger of a new Russian
invasion of Ukraine, at the tens-
est point in US-Russia relations
since the Cold War ended three
decades ago.

Talks are due in Geneva,
Brussels and Vienna but the
state-owned RIA news agency
quoted Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Ryabkov as saying it
was entirely possible that diplo-
macy could end abruptly after a

.,

Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov sits into a car after
talks with U.S. Under Secretary of
State Victoria Nuland in Moscow,
Russia

single meeting.

“I can’t rule out anything, this
is an entirely possible scenar-
io and the Americans... should
have no illusions about this,” he
was quoted as saying.

“Naturally, we will not make
any concessions under pressure
and in the course of threats that
are constantly being formed by
the Western participants of the
upcoming talks.”

Interfax news agency quot-
ed Ryabkov, who will lead the
Russian delegation in Geneva,
as saying Moscow was not op-
timistic going into the negoti-
ations.

The comments from Ryabkov,

who has compared the situa-
tion to the 1962 Cuban missile

= crisis when the world stood on

the brink of nuclear war, were
consistent with the uncompro-
mising line that Russia has been
signalling for weeks.

Tens of thousands of Rus-
sian troops are gathered with-
in reach of the border with
Ukraine in preparation for what
Washington and Kyiv say could
be an invasion, eight years after
Russia seized the Crimea pen-
insula from Ukraine.

Russia denies invasion plans
and says it is responding to what
it calls aggressive and provoca-
tive behaviour from the NATO
military alliance and Ukraine,
its former Soviet neighbour
which has tilted towards the
West and aspires to join NATO.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has accused Russia
of pushing a false narrative.
“That’s like the fox saying it had
to attack the hen house because
its occupants somehow pose a
threat. We’ve seen this gaslight-
ing before,” he said last week.

Further complicating the pic-
ture, Russia sent troops into
neighbouring Kazakhstan last
week after the oil-producing
former Soviet republic was hit
by a wave of unrest. Its foreign
ministry reacted furiously on
Saturday to a jibe by Blinken
that “once Russians are in your
house, it’s sometimes very diffi-
cult to get them to leave”

Stay away in event of accident with Olympics
vehicle, Beijing police warn

Reuters | China, Shenzhen

eople should stay away from
the special vehicles used to
ferry people to and from the
Winter Olympic venues in the
event of a traffic incident, Bei-
jing’s traffic management au-
thority warned on Sunday.
Personnel involved in the
Winter Olympics will be kept

R

in a “closed loop” operation and
should avoid contact with peo-
ple outside it, the Beijing Traffic

Management Bureau said in a
post on its Twitter-like Weibo
account.

If there is an accident with
one of the vehicles, people
should maintain a safe distance,
avoid contact with those inside
and wait for professionals to
arrive at the scene, the post said.

On Wednesday organisers
said they had begun the “closed

loop” operation, in which par-
ticipants can only leave if they
are exiting the country or un-
dergo quarantine, to prevent
a COVID-19 outbreak among
Games participants from leak-
ing into China’s general public.

The 2022 Games, which open
on Feb. 4, are set to take place
as the world grapples with the
highly transmissable Omicron.

Greetings to everyone,
especially the Indi-

an diaspora on Pravasi
Bharatiya Diwas. Our di-
aspora has distinguished
itself all over the world
and has excelled in dif-
ferent spheres. At the
same time, they have
remained connected to
their roots. We are proud
of their accomplish-
ments.

@narendramodi

ur fragile planet is
hanging by a thread.
Every fraction of a de-
gree warming matters.
We need maximum am-
bition - from all countries
on all fronts - to keep the
1.5 degree warming goal
of the #ParisAgreeement
alive. It’s time to go into
emergency mode.
@antonioguterres

We built the Muse-
um of the Future
as a global hub for sci-
entists, thinkers and in-
novators - it is the ideal
headquarters to develop
the potential of our re-
gion’s finest minds. We
will act as an incubator
and accelerator for fos-
tering Arab and global
talent..

@HHShkMohd
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Harry Reid and I
grew up on differ-
ent sides of the country,
but we came from the
same place where cer-
tain values run deep.
Loyalty. Faith. Resolve.
Service. He was a dear
friend, a great American,
and a giant of our history.
May he rest in peace.
@JoeBiden
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