
“THE HUMAN RACE HAS ONE 
REALLY EFFECTIVE WEAPON, AND 
THAT IS LAUGHTER”
MARK TWAIN
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Catholic Order of the Golden Fleece 
founded in Bruges in celebration of 
the prosperous and wealthy domains 
of Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy

Stephen III of Moldavia defeats 
the Ottoman Empire at the Battle 

of Vaslui

First tea from leaves of indigenous plants 
of Assam, India arrives in the United 
Kingdom

UN General 
Assembly meets for 

1st time in London
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We built the Muse-
um of the Future 

as a global hub for sci-
entists, thinkers and in-
novators - it is the ideal 
headquarters to develop 
the potential of our re-
gion’s finest minds. We 
will act as an incubator 
and accelerator for fos-
tering Arab and global 
talent..

@HHShkMohd

Harry Reid and I 
grew up on differ-

ent sides of the country, 
but we came from the 
same place where cer-
tain values run deep. 
Loyalty. Faith. Resolve. 
Service. He was a dear 
friend, a great American, 
and a giant of our history. 
May he rest in peace.

@JoeBiden

Our fragile planet is 
hanging by a thread. 

Every fraction of a de-
gree warming matters. 
We need maximum am-
bition – from all countries 
on all fronts – to keep the 
1.5 degree warming goal 
of the #ParisAgreeement 
alive. It’s time to go into 
emergency mode.

@antonioguterres

Greetings to everyone, 
especially the Indi-

an diaspora on Pravasi 
Bharatiya Diwas. Our di-
aspora has distinguished 
itself all over the world 
and has excelled in dif-
ferent spheres. At the 
same time, they have 
remained connected to 
their roots. We are proud 
of their accomplish-
ments.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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New deaths 
+382,263

+1,609

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 391,945 21,938 326,265 43,742

Saudi 
Arabia

578,753 +3,460 8,893 +1 546,614 23,246

UAE 785,625 +2,759 2,174 +1 753,033 30,418

Kuwait 430,920 2,471 413,309 15,140

Oman 307,722 +373 4,118 +1 300,964 2,640

Qatar 266,962 618 247,553 18,791

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 60,954,028 859,046

2 India 35,528,004 483,790

3 Brazil 22,499,525 619,981

4 UK 14,333,794 150,057

5 France 11,815,121 125,348

6 Russia 10,650,849 316,163

7 Turkey 9,916,725 83,529

8 Germany 7,510,185 114,674

9 Italy 7,281,297 138,881

10 Spain 7,164,906 89,934

11 Argentina 6,237,525 117,465

12 Iran 6,206,405 131,878

13 Colombia 5,300,032 130,288

14 Indonesia 4,266,195 144,129
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Former Malaysian prime 
minister Mahathir Mohamad, 
96, successfully underwent 
an “elective medical procedure” 
and is expected to be discharged in a 
few days, the National Heart Institute 
said yesterday.  The procedure was 
uneventful and went as planned,” the 
institute said in a statement. Mahathir 
was admitted into the institute on Friday, 
the second time in as many months that he 
has been hospitalised. Mahathir, who has a 
history of heart problems, was admitted on 
Dec. 16 before being discharged a week later.

u Israeli foodtech startup Remilk has raised $120 million to 
scale up production of an animal-free protein that can be used in vegan 
dairy products like cheeses, yogurt and ice cream, the company said. Remilk 

developed a yeast-based fermentation process to 
generate proteins that it said taste and function the 
same as proteins in cow milk. They are free of lactose, 
cholesterol, and growth hormones, and the process 
reduces the environmental impact of dairy farming, it 
said. The funding round was led by NY-based Hanaco 
Ventures.

u Uttar Pradesh, India’s most populous state and a key 
battleground for Prime Minister Narendra Modi and opposition 
groups, will hold elections in seven phases starting from Feb. 10, Chief Election 
Commissioner Sushil Chandra said on Saturday. The outcome of the election in 
the northern state, currently ruled by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), will 
be seen a barometer for national elections due in 2024. Voting will be finalised 
on March 7, 
with results 
expected from 
March 10, the 
Commission 
said. It has 
announced polling dates for five states at a time when the country is facing a 
soaring number of coronavirus infections.

u The northern coastal city of Tianjin began testing its 
population of around 14 
million yesterday after 
at least two local cases of the 
highly-transmissible Omicron 
variant were detected, state 
media reported. Residents in 
four districts would be tested 
over the next 24 hours while other districts would be tested 
the next day, the Tianjin government said. Residents will 
only get the green health code necessary to travel once they 
receive a negative result, it said. The city advised residents 
not to leave town for unnecessary reasons, the government 
said late on Saturday. So far no full lockdown order has 
been given. The Tianjin outbreak poses risks to Beijing and the upcoming Winter 
Olympics, because of the large number of commuters working and living in the 
two cities, the state-owned Global Times said, citing an unnamed immunologist.
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The violence has dealt a 
blow to Kazakhstan’s image 
as a tightly controlled and 

stable country, which it has 
used to attract hundreds of 

billions of dollars of Western 
investment in its oil and 

minerals industries.
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Kazakhstan says situation stabilised, 
president firmly in charge after unrest
• 5,800 people had been 
arrested in connection 
with the unrest

• Internet remained 
heavily restricted, with 
access only available to 
the presidential website

• Magnum, the biggest 
supermarket chain, 
said of the 68 stores 
in Almaty, 15 had been 
completely looted

Reuters | Almaty

Kazakhstan authorities said 
yesterday they had stabi-
lised the situation across 

the country after the deadliest 
outbreak of violence in 30 years of 
independence, and troops from a 
Russian-led military alliance were 
guarding “strategic facilities”.

Security and intelligence of-
ficials briefed President Kass-
ym-Jomart Tokayev that they 
were continuing “clean-up” 
actions in what he has called a 
huge counter-terrorism operation 
across the oil-producing former 
Soviet republic that borders Rus-
sia and China.

Dozens of people have been 
killed, thousands detained and 
public buildings torched over the 
past week, prompting Tokayev to 
issue shoot-to-kill orders to end 
unrest he has blamed on bandits 

and terrorists.
At Tokayev’s invitation, the 

Russia-led Collective Security 
Treaty Organisation (CSTO) sent 
troops to restore order, an inter-
vention that comes at a time of 

high tension in Russia-US rela-
tions ahead of talks this week on 
the Ukraine crisis.

“A number of strategic facilities 
have been transferred under the 
protection of the united peace-

keeping contingent of the CSTO 
member states,” the presidential 
office said in a statement detailing 
the security briefing chaired by 
Tokayev.

It did not identify the facilities. 
Last week, Russia’s space agency 
said security had been strength-
ened around Kazakhstan’s Bai-
konur Cosmodrome, used by 
Russia for space launches. The 
protests disrupted production 
at the Chevron-operated Tengiz 
oil field.

“The situation has been stabi-
lized in all regions of the country,” 
it said, adding law enforcement 
agencies had seized back control 
of administrative buildings and 
vital services were being restored.

What began a week ago with 
demonstrations against a fuel 
price rise exploded into a wider 
protest against Tokayev’s gov-
ernment and the man he replaced 

as president of the resource-rich 
former Soviet republic, Nursultan 
Nazarbayev.

It has opened a rift in the ruling 
elite, with Tokayev fighting to 
consolidate his authority after 
sacking key officials and remov-
ing Nazarbayev from a power-
ful role as head of the Security 
Council.

The former intelligence chief 
and two-time prime minister Ka-
rim Massimov, seen as close to 
Nazarbayev, has been arrested on 
suspicion of treason but authori-
ties have not disclosed any details 
of the allegations against him.

State television took the unu-
sual step at the top of its hourly 
news bulletin of underlining that 
Tokayev was “the highest official 
of the state, the chairman of the 
Security Council. In this capacity 
he takes decisions independent-
ly.”

A man walks past the office building of the Nur Otan ruling party, which was 
damaged during mass protests triggered by fuel price increase, in Almaty, 
Kazakhstan

A Kazakh law enforcement officer stands guard near a burnt truck while checking vehicles in a street following mass protests 
triggered by fuel price increase in Almaty, Kazakhstan

Baby lost in chaos of Afghanistan airlift found, returned to family
Reuters | Kabul, Afghanistan

An infant boy handed in des-
peration to a soldier across 

an airport wall in the chaos of 
the American evacuation of Af-
ghanistan has been found and 
was reunited with his relatives in 
Kabul on Saturday.

The baby, Sohail 
Ahmadi, was just 
two months old 
when he went 

missing on Aug. 
19 as thousands of 
people rushed to 
leave Afghanistan 
as it fell to the Tali-

ban.
Tthe baby was located in Kabul 

where a 29-year-old taxi driver 
named Hamid Safi had found him 
in the airport and took him home 
to raise as his own.

After more than seven weeks 
of negotiations and pleas, and 
ultimately a brief detention by 
Taliban police, Safi finally hand-
ed the child back to his jubilant 
grandfather and other relatives 
still in Kabul.

They said they would now seek 
to have him reunited with his par-

ents and siblings who were evac-
uated months ago to the United 
States.

During the tumultuous Afghan 
evacuation over the summer, 
Mirza Ali Ahmadi - the boy’s fa-
ther who had worked as a security 
guard at the US embassy - and 
his wife Suraya feared their son 
would get crushed in the crowd 
as they neared the airport gates 
en route to a flight to the United 
States.

Ahmadi told Reuters in ear-
ly November in his desperation 
that day, he handed Sohail over 
the airport wall to a uniformed 
soldier who he believed to be 
an American, fully expecting he 
would soon make it the remaining 

5 meters (15 feet) to the entrance 
to reclaim him.

Just at that moment, Taliban 
forces pushed the crowd back and 
it would be another half an hour 
before Ahmadi, his wife and their 
four other children were able to 
get inside.

But by then the baby was no-
where to be found.

Ahmadi said he searched des-
perately for his son inside the air-
port and was told by officials that 
he had likely been taken out of the 
country separately and could be 
reunited with them later.

The rest of the family was evac-
uated - eventually ending up at a 
military base in Texas. For months 
they had no idea where their son 
was.

On the same day Ahmadi 
and his family were separated 
from their baby, Safi had slipped 
through the Kabul airport gates 
after giving a ride to his broth-
er’s family who were also set to 
evacuate.

Safi said he found Sohail alone 
and crying on the ground. After he 

said he unsuccessfully tried to lo-
cate the baby’s parents inside, he 
decided to take the infant home 
to his wife and children. Safi has 
three daughters of his own and 
said his mother’s greatest wish 
before she died was for him to 
have a son.

In that moment he decided: “I 
am keeping this baby. If his family 
is found, I will give him to them. 
If not, I will raise him myself,” he 
told Reuters in an interview in 
late November.

Safi told Reuters that he took 
him to the doctor for a check-up 
after he was found and quickly 
incorporated the child into his 
family. They called the baby Mo-
hammad Abed and posted pic-
tures of all the children together 
on his Facebook page.

Hamid Safi, a 29-year-old taxi driver who had found baby Sohail Ahmadi in the 
airport, cries as he hands over Sohail to his grandfather Mohammad Qasem Razawi 
in Kabul, Afghanistan

Baby Sohail Ahmadi is carried by a relative as they leave the house of Hamid Safi

During the tumultuous Afghan 
evacuation over the summer, 
Mirza Ali Ahmadi - the boy’s 
father who had worked as a 

security guard at the US embas-
sy - and his wife Suraya feared 
their son would get crushed in 
the crowd as they neared the 

airport gates en route to a flight 
to the United States.

Seven dead, 3 missing after rock 
face collapse at Brazilian waterfall
Reuters | Brasilia

At least seven people died 
and nine were seriously in-

jured when a wall of rock col-
lapsed on top of motor boats 
below a waterfall in southeast-
ern Brazil on Saturday, the fire 
department said.

A tower of rocks suddenly 
broke away from the canyon 
wall and came crashing down 
on several leisure boats, send-
ing out a huge wave over the 
lake at Capitolio, in Minas Ge-
rais state.

Videos posted on social me-
dia showed tourists shouting as 
the column of rock crashed into 
the water, smashing two boats.

Authorities said three peo-
ple were still missing after oth-
ers feared lost were located by 
telephone. Divers searched the 
lake.

The people hurt in the ac-

cident had broken bones and 
one was in serious condition 
in hospital with head and fa-
cial injuries. Some 23 others 
were treated for light injuries, 
he said.

The region has been under 

heavy rainfall for two weeks, 
which could have loosened the 
rock face. On Saturday, a dike 
overflowed at an iron ore mine 
300 kilometers to the east, cut-
ting off a major federal high-
way. r

Firefighters of Minas Gerais state search for victms after a wall of rock 
collapsed on top of motor boats below a waterfall in Capitolio, in Minas Gerais 
state, Brazil

New Dutch finance 
minister Kaag 
tests positive 
for COVID-19 day 
before inauguration

Reuters | Amsterdam

The Netherlands’ new 
finance minister Sigrid 

Kaag will miss the cere-
monial inauguration of the 
new Dutch government on 
Monday as she has tested 
positive for the coronavirus.

“I have tested positive for 
corona. It will be a slightly 
different start then I had 
hoped for”, Kaag tweeted 
on Sunday.

“My installation will take 
place digitally. Luckily I feel 
fine.”

Prime Minister Mark 
Rutte’s fourth consecutive 
government is set to be in-
stalled by Dutch King Wil-
lem-Alexander on Monday, 
almost 10 months after the 
last election and a year since 
his previous administration 
stepped down.

Although the government 
coalition consists of the 
same four parties that have 
been in charge since 2017, 
it took a record of almost 
300 days to bring them back 
together after the incon-
clusive March 17 elections 
made parties more reluctant 
than ever to compromise.

Their installation comes 
amid a sharp rise in coro-
navirus infections due to 
the Omicron variant, de-
spite a broad lockdown that 
has kept most public places 
closed since mid-December.

Former United Nations 
diplomat Kaag served as 
foreign minister in the pre-
vious government and is the 
leader of the second-largest 
party in the coalition, pro-
EU D66.

Besides missing the meet-
ing with the king, she will 
also be absent from the tra-
ditional photograph of the 
new cabinet taken on the 
steps of the royal palace.

Sigrid Kaag, Dutch minister for 
foreign trade and development 
cooperation

No concessions: Russia takes hard 
line before vital talks with US

• Minister says 
diplomacy could fail 
after one session

• US official says 
won’t discuss limits 
on deployments

• West threatening 
sanctions if Russia 
invades Ukraine

Reuters | Moscow

Russia said yesterday it 
would not make any con-

cessions under US pressure at 
talks this week on the Ukraine 
crisis and its demands for West-
ern security guarantees, and 
that there was a risk they might 
end quickly.

The hard line from Mos-
cow underscored the fragile 
prospects for negotiations that 
Washington hopes will avert 
the danger of a new Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, at the tens-
est point in US-Russia relations 
since the Cold War ended three 
decades ago.

Talks are due in Geneva, 
Brussels and Vienna but the 
state-owned RIA news agency 
quoted Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Ryabkov as saying it 
was entirely possible that diplo-
macy could end abruptly after a 

single meeting.
“I can’t rule out anything, this 

is an entirely possible scenar-
io and the Americans... should 
have no illusions about this,” he 
was quoted as saying.

“Naturally, we will not make 
any concessions under pressure 
and in the course of threats that 
are constantly being formed by 
the Western participants of the 
upcoming talks.”

Interfax news agency quot-
ed Ryabkov, who will lead the 
Russian delegation in Geneva, 
as saying Moscow was not op-
timistic going into the negoti-
ations.

The comments from Ryabkov, 

who has compared the situa-
tion to the 1962 Cuban missile 
crisis when the world stood on 
the brink of nuclear war, were 
consistent with the uncompro-
mising line that Russia has been 
signalling for weeks.

Tens of thousands of Rus-
sian troops are gathered with-
in reach of the border with 
Ukraine in preparation for what 
Washington and Kyiv say could 
be an invasion, eight years after 
Russia seized the Crimea pen-
insula from Ukraine.

Russia denies invasion plans 
and says it is responding to what 
it calls aggressive and provoca-
tive behaviour from the NATO 
military alliance and Ukraine, 
its former Soviet neighbour 
which has tilted towards the 
West and aspires to join NATO.

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken has accused Russia 
of pushing a false narrative. 
“That’s like the fox saying it had 
to attack the hen house because 
its occupants somehow pose a 
threat. We’ve seen this gaslight-
ing before,” he said last week.

Further complicating the pic-
ture, Russia sent troops into 
neighbouring Kazakhstan last 
week after the oil-producing 
former Soviet republic was hit 
by a wave of unrest. Its foreign 
ministry reacted furiously on 
Saturday to a jibe by Blinken 
that “once Russians are in your 
house, it’s sometimes very diffi-
cult to get them to leave”

Russia’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov sits into a car after 
talks with U.S. Under Secretary of 
State Victoria Nuland in Moscow, 
Russia

Stay away in event of accident with Olympics 
vehicle, Beijing police warn
Reuters | China, Shenzhen

People should stay away from 
the special vehicles used to 

ferry people to and from the 
Winter Olympic venues in the 
event of a traffic incident, Bei-
jing’s traffic management au-
thority warned on Sunday.

Personnel involved in the 
Winter Olympics will be kept 

in a “closed loop” operation and 
should avoid contact with peo-
ple outside it, the Beijing Traffic 

Management Bureau said in a 
post on its Twitter-like Weibo 
account.

If there is an accident with 
one of the vehicles, people 
should maintain a safe distance, 
avoid contact with those inside 
and wait for professionals to 
arrive at the scene, the post said.

On Wednesday organisers 
said they had begun the “closed 

loop” operation, in which par-
ticipants can only leave if they 
are exiting the country or un-
dergo quarantine, to prevent 
a COVID-19 outbreak among 
Games participants from leak-
ing into China’s general public.

The 2022 Games, which open 
on Feb. 4, are set to take place 
as the world grapples with the 
highly transmissable Omicron. 


