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Godolphin bid for HM 
the King’s Cup glory
Most prestigious race day 
in Bahrain horseracing 
season takes place today 
at REHC | P12

BIGS offer a perfect meeting place for 
international exporters and investors in the 
gardening, agriculture and related industries – 
introducing them to the thriving agro-business 
environment in the Kingdom of Bahrain and in 
the Arab region.

KNOW WHAT

BIGS 2023 begins
Bahrain International Garden Show kicks off at Exhibition World

• 18,000 square 
meters, 176 exhibitors

• Theme "Water: 
Regenerating Life

• Open to public 
from 10 am to 9pm 
at Exhibition World 
until Sunday

TDT | Manama

Shining a light on the flour-
ishing agro-business in-
dustry in Bahrain and wid-

er the Arab region, the Bahrain 
International Garden Show 
2023 kicked off yesterday at 
Exhibition World Bahrain, in 
Sakhir. 

Created in response to the 
increasing demand from local 
and international gardening and 
agriculture companies, BIGS, or-
ganisers said, offers a platform 
for international exporters and 
investors. 

This year, the show focuses on 
the theme "Water: Regenerating 
Life," emphasising the need for 
strong water management pol-
icies and sustainable manage-
ment practices. 

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Isa bin Salman 
Educational Charitable Trust, 
inaugurated the show under the 
patronage of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. 

The expo will continue un-
til Sunday at Exhibition World 
Bahrain.

During the inauguration, 
Shaikh Isa stressed the impor-
tance of the show in promoting 
investment in the agricultural 
sector and introducing prom-
ising opportunities. He also 
highlighted the interest of HRH 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, and HRH Prin-
cess Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al 
Khalifa, wife of the great King 
of the country, and Chair of the 
Advisory Board of the National 
Initiative for the Development 
of the Agricultural Sector, in de-
veloping the agricultural sector.

Shaikh Isa also highlighted 

Bahrain’s efforts to diversify its 
economy by promoting agricul-
ture and honouring winners of 
the Bahrain Garden Club com-
petition.

He also recognised the con-
tributions of both official and 
private institutions towards 
making agriculture a vital com-

ponent of Bahrain's economic 
diversification efforts. 

Two exhibition spaces have 
been allocated for the winners 
of the Best Bahraini Farmer 
in the King Hamad Prize for 
Agricultural Development, in 
addition to other spaces which 
have been allocated for twelve 
Bahraini farmers to display local 
produce.

Thunderstorms 
expected today
TDT | Manama 

The Meteorological De-
partment has warned 

about thunderstorms and  
gusts expected today, urging 
people to take caution. 

According to the report, 
the weather will be cloudy 
with chances for sporadic 
rain, which may turn thun-
dery, particularly in marine 
areas. The minimum tem-
perature would reach 18 
degrees.

The wind will be south-
easterly, ranging from 5 to 
10 knots and reaching up 
to 30 knots at times, before 
turning Northerly from 17 
to 22 knots in the evening. 
The wave height could 
reach from 1 to 2 feet near 
the coasts and 3 to 7 feet 
during gusts offshore.

Another depression is 
expected to pass through 
the region next week, caus-
ing an unstable atmosphere 
with opportunities for thun-
der on Monday.

The Meteorological De-
partment is calling on citi-
zens to remain vigilant.

The heads of delegations from the legislative councils of Jordan, Egypt, Oman, Saudi Arabia, and Algeria arrived in Bahrain yesterday for the 146th session of the 
General Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and its associated meetings. The Shura Council Chairman and Speaker of the Council of Representatives 
welcomed them at the airport. The meetings will be held from Saturday to Wednesday. Among the delegates who arrived were Jordan’s Lower House Speaker 
Ahmad Safadi, Egypt’s House of Representatives Speaker Dr Hanafi Jebali, Oman’s Shura Council Chairman Shaikh Khalid Al-Mawali, Saudi Shura Council members 
Dr Abdullah Salama and Major General Abdulrahman Al-Harbi, as well as their accompanying members.

 Inter-Parliamentary Union

His Highness Shaikh Isa opens Bahrain International Garden Show 2023

Botanical Atlas, Green Technology Lab p3

Saudi to allocate 
$800 min loans to 
least developed 
countries
TDT | agencies

Saudi Arabia will allocate 
$800 million through 

the Saudi Fund for Devel-
opment to finance devel-
opment projects for the 
Least Developed Countries 
in regions including Africa 
and Asia, a statement by the 
ministry of economy and 
planning said yesterday, re-
ported Reuters.

Saudi posts budget 
surplus of $27.68 
bln in 2022

TDT | agencies

Saudi Arabia recorded a 
budget surplus of 103.9 

billion riyals ($27.68 bn) in 
2022, beating its own esti-
mates, as higher oil prices 
boosted government rev-
enues by 31%, Reuters re-
ported citing finance min-
istry data.

The world's top oil ex-
porter recorded real GDP 
growth of 8.7% in 2022 
leading to its first budget 
surplus in almost a decade.

It had previously estimat-
ed a budget surplus of 102 
billion riyals, or about 2.6% 
of GDP, for 2022, but is pro-
jecting a narrower surplus 
for 2023.

Total revenues in 2022 hit 
nearly 1.27 trillion riyals, up 
31% over 2021, and slightly 
higher than estimated. Oil 
revenues in 2022 totalled 
about 857.3 bn riyals, up 
52% from the previous year.

However, non-oil reve-
nue picked up in the fourth 
quarter, rising 19% from the 
prior-year period, outper-
forming oil revenue which 
increased 17% in the fourth 
quarter, according to a re-
port from the finance min-
istry.

Total spending in 2022 
rose 12% from the previous 
year to 1.16 trillion riyals.

The Gulf state recorded 
a fiscal surplus in the first 
three quarters of 2022, but 
reported a deficit of 45.7 
billion riyals in the fourth 
quarter, when OPEC+ oil 
production cuts kicked in.

Head of the Saudi Investment 
Fund, Yasser al-Rumayyan

Abu Dhabi shakes 
up wealth funds 
TDT | agencies

Abu Dhabi announced 
a reshuffle at the top 

of its two biggest sovereign 
wealth funds yesterday, ap-
pointing senior members 
of the royal family as chair-
men.

Shaikh Tahnoun bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan was named 
chair of the Abu Dhabi In-
vestment Authority (ADIA), 
among the world’s largest 
sovereign wealth funds, the 
government’s media office 
said.

Shaikh Tahnoun is the 
brother of United Arab 
Emirates President Shai-
kh Mohammed bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, who took office 
last May after acting as the 
country’s de facto ruler for 
years.

Abu Dhabi also changed 
the top team of its sec-
ond biggest wealth fund, 
Mubadala Investment Com-
pany, with Shaikh Mansour 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, owner 
of Manchester City football 
club and also the president’s 
brother, appointed chair-
man yesterday. Newcomers 
to ADIA’s board announced 
on Thursday were Shaikh 
Khaled bin Mohammed bin 
Zayed, the president’s son 
and chairman of the Abu 
Dhabi Executive Office, Jas-
sem Mohammed Al Zaabi 
and Hamad Mohammed Al 
Suwaidi.
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Lane closure 
on Wali AlAhed 
Highway to affect 
Riffa route

TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Works 
has announced the clo-

sure of the fast and middle 
lanes on Wali AlAhed High-
way for maintenance works. 

The closure affects the 
eastbound traffic to Riffa, 
while one lane will remain 
open for vehicles at the 
junction with Bahrain De-
fence Force (BDF) Hospital 
and Road 2819 (Wadi Alsail 
Junction). 

The lane closure started 
at 11 pm yesterday and will 
last until Sunday, with the 
maintenance works expect-
ed to be ongoing during this 
period.

Bahrain, UAE discuss tourism 
cooperation at ITB Berlin
TDT | Manama

A ministerial-level meet-
ing between Bahrain 
and UAE mulled ways 

of enhancing cooperation be-
tween the two countries in 
the tourism and hospitality 
industry.

The meeting at the Interna-
tional Tourism Exhibition “ITB 
Berlin” was between Bahraini 
Tourism Minister, Fatima bint 
Jaffer Al Sairafi and UAE Min-
ister of Economy, Abdullah bin 
Touq Al Marri. 

Al Sairafi expressed her 
pride in the strong relations 
between Bahrain and the UAE 
and their progress in the tour-
ism sector. The two ministers 
exchanged experiences, espe-
cially in the field of business 

and leisure tourism, and dis-
cussed ways to promote the 
two countries locally, region-
ally, and globally as a unified 
tourist destination.

Al Sairafi praised the pro-
gress made by the UAE in 
the tourism industry and its 
increasing contribution to 
the country’s GDP, as well 
as the growth and prosperi-
ty achieved by this sector in 
both countries. She also em-
phasised the ministry’s keen-
ness to widen cooperation 
with the various authorities 
responsible for tourism in the 
UAE.

 ITB Berlin exhibition brings 
together key players from the 
tourism industry to showcase 
the latest developments and 
trends in the field.

Bahraini and UAE officials at the ITB Berlin expo

US delegates hail public-
private housing initiative

TDT | Manama 

Members of the United 
States House of Repre-

sentatives and Senate praised 
Bahrain's successful partner-
ship with the private sector 
in providing housing for its 
citizens. 

During a meeting held at 
the Ministry of Housing and 
Urban Development, the del-
egates also mulled ways to 
exchange expertise in suc-
cessfully completing housing 
projects. 

The delegation was briefed 
on Bahrain's latest urban 
development and housing 
achievements, highlighting the 
efforts led by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. 

Separately, Foreign Minister 
Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al 
Zayani held talks with the US 
Congress, headed by Kate Bon-
ner. During the meeting, the 
two sides reviewed historical 
strategic relations between the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and the 
United States of America.

The meeting held at the Ministry of Housing and Urban Development

Long-term parking in 
public lots: Authorities 
vows action
TDT | Manama

A viral video clip showing 
cars occupying public 

parking lots for long period 
caught the attention of au-
thorities here. 

The General Traffic De-
partment has confirmed 
that they are currently 
monitoring the situation 
and will take action soon. 
The video, which was cir-
culated on social media, 
showed several cars occu-
pying public parking lots in 
a residential neighbourhood 
for extended periods.

Traffic officials have stat-
ed that they will take the 
necessary measures to en-
sure that all residents in the 
area have equal access to 
parking spaces.

Yesterday, Al Izdihar Primary Girls' School in Hamad Town was inaugurated by Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Khalid 
bin Abdulla Al Khalifa. The school, which cost BD4.550 million and was funded by the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 
Development (KFAED), includes thirty-three classrooms that can accommodate up to 1155 students and other amenities. 
The opening ceremony was attended by Dr Mohammed bin Mubarak Juma, the Minister of Education, Thamer Jaber Al 
Ahmed Al Sabah, the Kuwaiti Ambassador, officials from the Ministry of Education, and representatives from the KFAED 
Technical Bureau.

The Kims Health Dialysis Centre opened yesterday in Umm Al Hasam, under the patronage of Supreme Council for 
Health (SCH) President Dr Shaikh Mohammed bin Abdulla Al Khalifa.  Health Ministry Undersecretary Dr Waleed Khalifa 
Al Manea inaugurated the medical facility. The centre on the second floor of KimsHealth Medical Centre consists of 10 
dialysis units, 3 private rooms with 2 rooms with isolation facilities, and a comprehensive nephrology programme for 
patients. The centre is under the supervision of American Board-certified nephrologists, who work together under the 
umbrella of the Arab Kidney Care Group.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-Zayani, accepted 
the credentials of Anne Gallandoan Lewis, who has been appointed as 
the new Ambassador of the Republic of the Philippines to the Kingdom 
of Bahrain. During the meeting, the Minister praised the longstanding 
relationship between Bahrain and the Philippines and expressed his hopes 
for the Ambassador's success in her diplomatic endeavours. Ms. Lewis 
also reiterated her country's interest in strengthening friendships and 
broadening their scope. The Chief of Protocol at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Ambassador Salah Mohamed Shehab, was also present at the 
meeting.

National Security Advisor, Royal Guard Commander, Major General His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
yesterday stressed the strategic partnership between Bahrain and the USA. His Highness was speaking during a visit 
to the USA where he met with a group of Congressmen at the Capitol Building in Washington. He affirmed keenness of 
Bahrain, under the leadership of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and the vision of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, to boost bilateral cooperation and coordination 
mainly in the military and defence field.

Bahrain Defence Force (BDF) Commander-in-Chief Field Marshal Shaikh Khalifa bin Ahmed Al Khalifa yesterday 
inspected a BDF unit and learned about the latest development and training programmes. Shaikh Khalifa stressed the 
importance of keeping pace with the latest development to face threats and challenges.

Judicial cooperation 
between Bahrain 
and Singapore
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain and Singapore 
held discussions yester-

day on enhancing coopera-
tion in the field of arbitra-
tion to provide a favourable 
legal environment for re-
solving international com-
mercial disputes. 

The meeting was attend-
ed by Deputy President of 
the Supreme Judicial Coun-
cil (SJC) and President of 
the Court of Cassation Shai-
kh Khalid bin Ali Al Khalifa, 
Minister of Justice, Islamic 
Affairs and Endowments 
Nawaf bin Mohammed 
Al-Maawda, and a delega-
tion from Singapore Inter-
national Arbitration Centre 
(SIAC) led by its CEO, Gloria 
Lim. Both sides expressed 
their commitment to fur-
thering their collaboration, 
noting that Bahrain’s spe-
cialised arbitration super-
visory court handles cases 
in English if the language 
used in the arbitration pro-
ceedings is English and the 
award value is BD 500,000 
or more.

Al Izdihar Primary Girls’ School

National Security Advisor

Kims Health Dialysis Centre

Bahrain Defence Force
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Botanical Atlas, Green Technology Lab, Newborn 
Alarm System shine as BIGS gains momentum

Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama 

Over 1,000 people walked 
into the exhibition world 
yesterday to catch a 

glimpse of the Bahrain Interna-
tional Garden Show, which had 
on display several exciting techs 
and solutions.  

The event, spans over 18,000 
square meters, boasts 176 exhib-
itors showcasing their products, 
designs, technologies, and inno-
vations. 

Most of them told The Daily 
Tribune that they are excited 
about the new items and tech-
nology at BIGS. 

Lina Kreida, an artist from 
Belarus, shared her experience 
with The Daily Tribune and stat-
ed that she found inspiration 
from nature at the exhibition. 

“I came with my family to the 
exhibition for the first time, and 
we really enjoyed it,” Kreida told 
The Daily Tribune. 

“As an artist, I draw inspira-
tion from nature, and this exhi-
bition puts me in my element! 

“I’m glad that this event is 
here every year, and I will defi-
nitely put it on my calendar!”

Botanical Atlas
Grabbing attention yesterday 

at BIGS 2023 was a Botanical 
Atlas of Bahrain in 2022, which, 
the creators said, took over a 
year to complete. 

The map, developed by the 
Geographic Information System 
directorate at the Information 
and eGovernment authority, 
shows the vegetation height in 
Bahrain under three main cat-
egories: Trees, Shrubs and Her-
baceous.

The western part of Bahrain is 
fully green on the map.

Fathi Al Burshaid, Chief of 
Spatial Information and Remote 
Sensing Information & eGovern-
ment Authority, said this map 
would be available for public 
reference in near future.

The map includes various 
classifications of Bahrain's vege-
tation cover, such as agricultural 

crops, their areas, and locations.

Green Technology Lab
Another highlight yesterday 

was the green technology labo-
ratory created by a team of eight 
Bahrain Polytechnic students. 
The laboratory employs elec-
tronic equipment to provide 
comprehensive information 
about agricultural products.

Team leader, Mohammed Hu-
sain, told The Daily Tribune: 

"This green tech lab can deter-
mine the water intake of plants 
and detect plant diseases at an 
early stage."

Newborn alarm system
A special booth from the Bah-

rain Deaf Society drew a large 
crowd, with people taking an 
interest in a unique newborn 
alarm system designed to alert 
deaf mothers through vibrations 
or lighting up.

The system is programmed to 
alert deaf mothers by vibrating 
or lighting up.

The Bahrain Mobility Inter-
national stall showcased organ-
ic broccoli sprouts and coffee 
made from roasted date seeds, 
both produced by members of 
the disabled community. , 

Ebrahim Hameed, the found-
er, said: "They worked very hard 
as a team to develop these things, 
and we had a lot of favourable 

feedback from the customers."

More for Green Bahrain
In an interview with the Daily 

Tribune, Raweya Al Mannaei, 
the technical advisor to the Min-
ister of Municipality Affairs and 
Agriculture, expressed her com-
mitment to introducing the lat-
est green solutions in Bahrain. 

"We are keen to introduce the 
latest solutions for green Bah-
rain."

She mentioned that prepara-
tions are underway to provide 
solutions for farming in desert 
areas, as well as address issues 
such as food security, water scar-
city, and irrigation systems that 
use drain water.

180 exhibitors, 49,000 visitors
Last year, the show had 180 

exhibitors from 25 countries and 
49,000 visitors. 

This year, the show features 
a pavilion dedicated to Bahraini 
farmers and a children’s corner 
called “Khalasi Garden,” offering 
daily workshops and electronic 
games on water conservation. 

The expo also welcomes par-
ticipants from various countries, 
including the United Kingdom, 
Spain, the Netherlands, Rus-
sia, Greece, Japan, Italy, Tur-
key, India, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Kyrgyzstan, 
Pakistan, Kenya, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, Ku-
wait, Oman, Morocco, Jordan, 
Palestine, Egypt, and Syria.

Winners honoured 
His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 

Salman bin Hamad Al Khali-
fa, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Isa bin Salman 
Educational Charitable Endow-
ment, yesterday honoured the 
winners of the Bahrain Garden 
Club competition. 

Jalila Sayed Mahdi received 
the Cup of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa in the 
Residence Gardens category, and 
Dalal Sami won the Cup of His 
Majesty Sheikh Isa bin Salman 
Al Khalifa in the category of 
flowers and vegetables.

Fawaz Hamdan won the Cup 
of Her Royal Highness Princess 
Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa 
in the professional photography 
category,  Esmat Ahmed Abdulla 
in the Amateur Photography, 
and Erics Sony in the student  
category. 

Bethan Robinson received the 
Cup of Her Highness Shaikha 
Haya bint Mohammed Al Khal-
ifa for the best presentation of 
rare and exotic plants.

Ssatellite imagery of vegetation in Bahrain Green Tech Lab 

Bader Alnoaimi and Lina Kreida Ebrahim Hameed with his team Fathi Al BurshaidA.Sayed Hasan Abdulla Alguraifi - 
President - Bahrain Deaf Society

Indonesian vendors at the exhibition

Raweya Al Mannaei

Cabin Crew member arrested for gold smuggling 
• The cabin crew was 
of Bahrain-Kozhikode-
Kochi flight

TDT | Manama

A cabin crew member of 
Bahrain-Kozhikode-Kochi 

services was apprehended by 

customs officials at Cochin In-
ternational Airport for carrying 
1.487 grams of gold. The suspect, 
identified as Shafi, a native of 
Wayanad in the south Indian 
state of Kerala, was caught by 
the Air Intelligence Unit of the 
Customs department.

In response to the incident, 
the Customs Preventive Com-
missionerate issued a statement 
confirming the arrest. Mean- while, Air India Express, the air-

line that employed Shafi, also re-
leased a statement, announcing 
his suspension and condemning 
his actions. The airline reiter-
ated its “zero tolerance” poli-
cy towards such behaviour and 
pledged to take “stern action,” 
including termination of service, 
following receipt of the investi-
gative report.

Further interrogation is un-
derway. 

 The suspect, identified 
as Shafi, a native of 

Wayanad in the south 
Indian state of Kerala, 
was caught by the Air 

Intelligence Unit of the 
Customs department.
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I remember riding as 
a pillion when I was 
just eight-years-old. 
My father, who was 

a school headmaster 
at the time was 

so angry with the 
person who gave 

me a ride he nearly 
dismissed him from 

school!
SAJIDA SAEED TABBARA

With the correct information, 
scammers can access almost every 

aspect of your life. This includes 
financial and other accounts, as 
well as stealing your identity. 
Never share account numbers, 
Social Security numbers, credit 

card numbers or passwords with 
anyone—unless you know the 

person or know it’s a legitimate 
request.

KNOW WHAT

They called her a ‘bad role model’, but she stood up and now inspires other women
TDT | agencies

Sajida Saeed Tabbara, a re-
tired linguistics professor 

from Bahrain, faced criticism 
when she first started riding a 
motorbike in 2008. 

Some said she was a bad role 
model for girls. 

However, her children and 
students stood up for her, inspir-
ing her to continue pursuing her 
passion for biking.

“It was very difficult for me as 
a woman, it was tough because 
people passed a lot of judge-
ments,” she was quoted as saying 
by Reuters. 

Standing next to her red 
Softail Deluxe Harley Davidson, 
she said, “But the most won-
derful thing was that my kids, 
my own students, stood up for 
me and said ‘how dare you say 
something like this about her!”

The retired linguistics profes-
sor, who was dressed in leathers, 

displaying her biking badges, be-
lieves that change is difficult for 

any society, particularly when it 
comes to women.

“Change is difficult for every-
body, change is difficult for any 

society and in any community, 
particularly when it comes to 
women,” she said.

“I remember riding as a pillion 
when I was just eight years old. 
My father, who was a school 
headmaster at the time was so 
angry with the person who gave 
me a ride he nearly dismissed 
him from school! 

“During my career as a Profes-
sor, I decided one day that I had 
to go after my dreams.”

“I actually talked a number of 
my female students into becom-
ing bikers and they did. Yeah, 
that was quite something.”

Tabbara’s story shows that 
breaking stereotypes and chal-
lenging societal norms can be 
difficult but also rewarding. She 
serves as a role model for women 
who want to pursue their pas-
sions, regardless of what others 
may think. 

Her determination and com-
mitment to her love for biking 
prove that anyone can achieve 
their dreams with hard work and 
perseverance.

SCW’s digital art expo features works by HRH Princess Sabeeka
• Expo opens to 
public today and 
tomorrow from 05:00 
pm to 10:00 pm

TDT | Manama 

The digital expo, "Athar (Im-
pact) Expo for Digital Arts," 

featuring paintings by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sabeeka bint 
Ibrahim Al Khalifa and other 
Bahraini artists, is on display 
at the Bahraini Women's Mon-
ument, "Athar," at the Bahrain 
FinTech Bay.

The exhibition showcases a 
selected sample of paintings and 
selected works by HRH Prin-
cess Sabeeka, Wife of HM the 
King and SCW President, who 
is a keen supporter of Bahrain's 
artistic movement and its talent-
ed artists.

Organised by the Supreme 

Council for Women (SCW) in 
cooperation with the UN Wom-
en Regional Office for the Arab 
States (ROAS) and ROAS' office 

in Bahrain, the three-day event 
marks International Women's 
Day and runs alongside the 
67th session of the Commis-

sion on the Status of Women  
(CSW67).

SCW Secretary-General, Hala 
Al-Ansari, UN Resident Coor-

dinator in Bahrain, Khaled El 
Mekwad, Bahraini artist Leena 
Al Ayoobi, UN Women officials, 
and President of the National 

Council for Arts, Shaikh Rashid 
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, and art-
ists and specialists were present 
at the event.

The digital exhibition sheds 
light on Bahrain's efforts in 
promoting equal opportuni-
ties and gender balance, which 
are among the main themes of 
CSW67. 

Josephine Moss, of UN Wom-
en’s ROAS, emphasised the sig-
nificance of the expo, which 
showcases the ability of art to 
keep pace with modern technol-
ogies, promote innovation and 
creativity, and advance gender 
equality.

The exhibition, which is 
open to the public on Friday 
and Saturday from 05:00 pm 
to 10:00 pm, highlights the role 
of digital arts in advancing the 
Kingdom's artistic and cultur-
al scene, including the use of 
NFT applications, which ena-
bles the possession of artworks  
digitally.

Officials during a photocall at the expo

Police bust criminal gang 
running bank account scam
TDT | Manama

A criminal gang involved in 
stealing money from un-

suspecting individuals’ bank ac-
counts has been apprehended 
by the police. 

According to the Chief of the 
Cybercrime Prosecution, the 
matter was brought to their at-
tention after a victim reported 
that funds had been withdrawn 
from their account without 
their knowledge.

Acting on intelligence re-
ceived from the Anti-Econom-
ic Crimes Department of the 
General Directorate for An-
ti-Corruption and Economic 
and Electronic Security, law 
enforcement officials initiated 
an investigation that led to the 
arrest of four suspects. 

These individuals, all of 
whom are Asian nationals, ad-
mitted to running a scam in 
which they contacted victims 
and unlawfully obtained per-
sonal and banking information. 
The suspects then used the ac-

quired data to take control of the 
bank accounts.

The Public Prosecution or-
dered that the suspects be held 

in custody for seven days as 
investigations continue. The 
case is set to be transferred to 
a competent court once all nec-
essary procedures have been 
completed.

Acting on intelligence received from the An-
ti-Economic Crimes Department of the General 
Directorate for Anti-Corruption and Economic 

and Electronic Security, law enforcement officials 
initiated an investigation that led to the arrest of 

four suspects. 

New Chinese envoy 
presents credentials 
to Foreign Minister

TDT | Manama

Ni Ruchi, who has been 
appointed as the new 

Ambassador of the People’s 
Republic of China to Bahrain, 
presented his credentials to 
Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al-
Zayani, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, at the Ministry’s head-
quarters yesterday. 

During the meeting, Mr. 
Ruchi highlighted the exten-
sive friendship and coopera-
tion between the two nations 

and expressed China’s eager-
ness to bolster the bilateral 
relationship and expand its 
scope. The Minister also re-
iterated the strong bonds that 
exist between Bahrain and 
China and extended his best 
wishes to the Ambassador for 
his diplomatic responsibilities.

The Chief of Protocol at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Ambassador Salah Mohamed 
Shehab, was also present at 
the meeting.

New Chinese envoy presents crediential to minister
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Lexus reinvents the luxury 
crossover with all-new RX
TDT | Manama

The all-new Lexus RX has 
been introduced by Ebra-
him K. Kanoo, the sole 

distributor of Lexus vehicles in 
Bahrain. 

This luxury crossover utility 
vehicle, first launched in 1998, 
has been completely reimagined 
for its fifth generation to offer 
greater style, comfort, and per-
formance

It comes with a choice of three 
powertrains, two of which are 
electrified, in line with the com-
pany’s aim to have a full lineup of 
electrified vehicles in all catego-
ries by 2030 and sell 100% BEVs 
globally by 2035. 

Takaaki Ohno, Chief Engineer 
in charge of the vehicle’s devel-
opment, said: “Created without 
compromise through the com-
bined efforts of development 
and production, the all-new RX 
will become a companion 
that enriches your life. 
We hope customers in 
the Middle East will look 
forward to it.” 

Complementing the 
all-new RX’s distinctive 
design is a thrilling drive 
personality imbued by 
three powertrain options. 
A newly developed inline 
4-cylinder, 2.4-litre turbo-
charged engine that pro-
duces 275 hp and 430 nm 
of torque ‎is mated to a 
new 8-speed Direct-Shift 
automatic transmission 
(8AT). Meanwhile, the 
new hybrid-electric sys-
tem combines a 2.5-litre petrol 
engine and electric motor to pro-
duce a total of 247 hp, which is 
mated to an electronically-con-
trolled continuously variable 
transmission (E-CVT) to provide 

a fuel consumption value of 20.7 
km/L. A hybrid-electric system 
pairing a 2.4-litre turbocharged 
engine with an electric motor is 
also available, which provides 

a combined power of 366 hp 
mated to a 6-speed automat-
ic transmission that offers fuel 
consumption of 15.5 km/L while 
delivering a new level of driving 

pleasure. 
The RX’s design has been im-

proved with a sleeker silhou-
ette, including a coupé-like feel, 
triple LED headlights, and wid-

er track. The interior of the RX 
features Lexus’ Tazuna concept 
for the driver’s cockpit, and the 
spacious cabin offers ample lug-
gage space, five luxury seats, and 

several intelligent features. 
The RX features Lexus Safety 

System+, an advanced safety and 
driver assistance system with 
new features such as Safe Exit 
Assist. The system detects traf-
fic or cyclists approaching from 
the rear and automatically can-
cels door opening if an occupant 
tries to open the door to avoid a 
collision. 

The 2023 RX also includes 
comprehensive safety features 
designed to protect its occu-
pants, including seven SRS air-
bags, Vehicle Stability Control 
(VSC), Traction Control (TRC), 
Anti-lock Braking System (ABS), 
Electronic Brakeforce Distri-
bution (EBD), Brake Assist 
(BA), Parking Assist Monitor 
(PAM), Rear Cross-Traffic Alert 
(RCTA), Active Cornering As-
sist (ACA), Drive-Start Control 
(DSC), Panoramic View Moni-
tor (PVM), and Hill-start Assist 

Control (HAC), among many  
others. 

Customers can choose 
from nine distinctive ex-
terior colours, including 
the newly developed Son-
ic Copper. Meanwhile, the 
interior comes in a choice 
of four elegant colours, in-
cluding the newly devel-
oped DK. 

The RX 500h F SPORT 
Performance’s new hybrid 
electric system comes with 
a front unit that integrates 
a high-torque 2.4-liter tur-
bo engine, six-speed au-
tomatic transmission, and 
an electric motor. It also 

features a new hybrid electric 
system comes with a front unit 
that integrates a high-torque 
2.4-liter turbo engine, six-speed 
automatic transmission, and an 
electric motor. 

The launch of all-new Lexus RX

Al Baraka Islamic Bank, RAM 
Medical Clinics sign Medical 
Service Finance Agreement 
TDT | Manama

Al Baraka Islamic Bank re-
cently signed a medical 

service financing agreement 
with RAM Dental Clinics. 

The signing ceremony was 
attended by high-level rep-
resentatives from both par-
ties, including Fatema AlAla-
wi, Chief Retail Officer at Al 
Baraka Islamic Bank, and Dr 
Mohammed Al-Omari, Chief 
Executive Officer of RAM Med-
ical Clinics, in addition to other  
officials. 

Commenting on this occa-
sion, AlAlawi stated: “This 
collaboration with RAM Dental 
Clinics is part of our obligation 
to allowing our valued custom-
ers to obtain funding for any 
medical procedure in the best 
medical facilities in the King-
dom”.

Dr Al-Omari said this part-

nership will contribute to pro-
viding easy payment solutions 
to “our valued patients to en-
sure that their treatment and 

cosmetic requirements are eas-
ily met, which will reflect pos-
itively on the customer experi-
ence at RAM Medical Centre”. 

The deal signing

UK unveils US-style digital border permit
London, United Kingdom

The United Kingdom yester-
day announced the rollout 

of an Electronic Travel Author-
isation (ETA) scheme, with vis-
itors from Qatar the first to use 
it from October.

Qataris will apply in advance 
for an ETA, which authorises 
an individual to travel to the 
UK and which the government 
says will make border crossings 
more efficient and secure.

By the end of 2024, ETAs will 
be required for all foreign vis-
itors who are eligible to come 
visa-free for short stays, includ-
ing from Europe.

Currently, travellers from the 
continent and countries such as 
the United States and Australia 
do not need to make any form 
of application to visit to the UK.

"Strengthening our border 
remains one of the govern-
ment's top priorities," British 
Immigration Minister Robert 
Jenrick said.

"ETAs will enhance our bor-
der security by increasing our 
knowledge about those seeking 
to come to the UK and prevent-

ing the arrival of those who 
pose a threat.

"It will also improve travel for 
legitimate visitors, with those 
visiting from Gulf Cooperation 
Council states being among the 
first to benefit," he added.

The United States has a simi-
lar scheme, the Electronic Sys-
tem for Travel Authorization 
(ESTA).

As with the ESTA, the UK gov-
ernment said the application 
process would be online. Most 
visitors will apply via a mobile 
app and receive a "swift deci-
sion", it said.

Once granted an ETA, indi-
viduals will be able to make 
multiple visits to the UK over 
a two-year period, but the gov-
ernment did not specify how 
much applications will cost.

After the initial launch for 
Qatar, the scheme will be open 
to visitors from the rest of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
states and Jordan from Febru-
ary 2024.

The European Union has 
plans to launch a similar elec-
tronic permit next year which, 
following Brexit, will include 
Britons.

While Britain has left the EU, 
Ireland remains in the bloc. But 
Irish nationals will be exempt 
from the new UK scheme, as the 
two countries continue to share 
a "Common Travel Area".

Who will need 
an ETA

From 15 November 
2023, you’ll need an ETA 
if you’re travelling to the 
UK and you’re a national 
of Qatar.

From 22  February 
2024, you’ll need an ETA if 
you’re travelling to the UK 
and you’re a national of:

• Bahrain
• Jordan
• Kuwait
• Oman
• Saudi Arabia
• U n i t e d  A r a b 

Emirates
More countries will be 

added to the scheme later.



NASA spacecraft captures images 
of circular sand dunes on Mars

TDT | Agencies

NASA recently reported an 
unusual discovery made by 

the Mars Reconnaissance Or-
biter (MRO) spacecraft while 
orbiting the red planet.

The MRO captured images 
of sand dunes that appear to 
be circular in shape, leaving 
officials stunned.

The MRO’s High-Resolution 
Imaging Experiment (HiRISE) 
spacecraft’s colour camera had 
previously taken stunning im-
ages of crescent-shaped dunes 
and other circular objects on 
Mars. 

However, the latest batch 
of images has revealed some-
thing never seen before on the 
planet.

The pictures of the dunes 
were taken in late November 
of last year using the HiRISE 
camera, which is operated by 
the University of Arizona. 

The MRO has been orbit-
ing Mars since 2006 and is 
equipped with high-resolution 
sensors to study the atmos-

phere and topography of the 
planet.

In addition to its scientific 
duties, the MRO also serves 
as an essential relay station 
for several Martian missions. 
With the latest discovery of the 
strange circular sand dunes, 
the MRO’s ongoing mission 
to explore and study the red 
planet has yielded yet another 
exciting development.
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Together, #C5plusUS 
promotes a more 

prosperous and peaceful 
Central Asia and beyond. 
Thankful to my Central 
Asian counterparts for a 
great Ministerial in As-
tana to advance our work 
together on economic, 
energy, environment, and 
security cooperation.

@SecBlinken

International Women’s 
Day is an opportuni-

ty to celebrate women’s 
achievements, and also 
a time to remember 
the women and girls of 
Afghanistan who have 
lost access to schooling. 
Education is a universal 
human right.

@GitaGopinath

Financing is the life-
blood of our EU busi-

nesses. It will power for-
ward our green & digital 
transitions, create jobs, 
and make us more sov-
ereign. We need to speed 
up progress on the Capital 
Markets Union. We are up 
to the challenge.

@eucopresident

We are living in a pe-
riod of great un-

certainty and the risks 
that we face are grow-
ing and becoming more 
complex. Enhanced in-
ternational cooperation 
is the only way we can 
adequately respond to 
complex global shocks.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Indonesia landslide death toll rises to 30
AFP | Jakarta

The death toll from a land-
slide on a remote Indo-

nesian island rose to 30 after 
rescuers found more bodies 
yesterday, an official said.

The landslide struck Mon-
day on Serasan Island, located 
in the Natuna region between 
Borneo and Peninsular Malay-
sia.

“As of 11:50 am (0450 GMT) 
today, nine bodies have been 
found,” local government 
spokesperson Patli Muhamad 
said.

The bodies were found bur-
ied under the rubble and land-
slide debris at Pangkalan vil-
lage, Muhamad said, adding 
that 24 people are still missing.

Muhamad said the poor 
weather that had previously 
hampered search and rescue 

efforts had improved and com-
munication lines were also be-
ing gradually restored.

Three arrested in Japan for ‘sushi terrorism’ pranks
AFP | Tokyo

Three people have been ar-
rested in Japan over unhy-

gienic pranks at a conveyor-belt 
sushi restaurant after footage 
of their antics -- dubbed “sushi 
terrorism” -- sparked outrage 
online.

Police accused the young 
trio of seeking to obstruct busi-
ness at major restaurant chain 
Kura Sushi, which was bom-
barded with customer com-
plaints after the video went  
viral.

The clip shows one member 
of the group grabbing a piece of 
sushi from a plate as it passes, 
shoving the whole morsel into 
their mouth and then drinking 
soy sauce directly from a com-
munal bottle.

Similar videos filmed at 
different chains surfaced last 
month on platforms including 
Twitter and TikTok, with some 
apparently weeks or even years 
old.

Other unsavoury pranks in-
cluded customers touching 
moving pieces of sushi with a 
freshly licked finger, or sucking 
the rim of a teacup before plac-
ing it back on a shelf.

Russia pounds Ukraine with 
deadly ‘retaliation’ strikes
Barrage of Russian missiles strike cities across Ukraine killing at least nine

• Russia says the 
wave of attacks were in 
retaliation for a border 
incursion last week

AFP | Kyiv

Russia hit Ukraine with a 
barrage of missiles yester-
day, killing nine people and 

triggering a wave of power cuts, 
including at Europe’s biggest nu-
clear power plant.

The UN nuclear agency’s chief 
warned next time “luck will run 
out” in reference to the danger 
of repeated electricity outages at 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia facility.

Russia said the strikes were a 
response to a border incursion 
earlier this month and cast doubt 
over the extension of a vital 
UN-brokered grain deal, saying 
it would discuss its renewal with 
the UN on Monday.

The missiles fell across the 
country, causing the first civilian 
deaths in the western Lviv region, 
considered relatively safe and far 
from the front lines, in a long 
time as fighting raged in town of 
Bakhmut in the east.

In Velyka Vilshanytsia, a small 
village outside the city of Lviv, 
shocked villagers searched 
through the rubble where Ukrain-
ian officials said a Russian missile 
killed five people around 120 kilo-
metres (75 miles) from the Polish 

border.
“We thought we were safe 

here,” said Oksana Ostapen-
ko, who lost her sister and two 
brothers-in-law when the missile 
struck.

For months Russia has pum-
melled key infrastructure in 
Ukraine with missiles and drones 
-- disrupting water, heating and 
electricity supplies for millions 
of people.

Kyiv mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said two people were wounded 
yesterday and 40 percent of the 
population had been left without 
power for several hours.

On Prospekt Peremogy, in the 
west of Kyiv, three cars parked 
near a high-rise apartment build-
ing were charred and the ground 
was littered with shattered glass 

from windows, an AFP reporter 
said.

‘Very scary’
“I’d seen (the missile) flying to-

wards my block of flats and when 
I got there I saw a big fire,” said 
resident Igor Yezhov, 60, a car 
dealer.

“I was very scared.”
A 34-year-old man died in the 

eastern city of Dnipro, local au-
thorities said.

At least three others were killed 
when shelling hit a bus stop in the 
southern city of Kherson, said 
Andriy Yermak, Ukraine’s presi-
dential chief of staff.

The Russian missile strikes also 
left the country’s second city of 
Kharkiv in the northeast without 
power, water or heating, the re-

gional governor said.
Ukraine said the strikes cut off 

electricity supplies to the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear power plant -- in 
Russian occupied territory -- forc-
ing it to operate on diesel gener-
ators before power was restored 
later yesterday.

Ukraine said it was the sixth 
time that the facility had been 
disconnected from the electricity 
grid since Russian forces cap-
tured the plant last year.

The UN nuclear agency chief 
Rafael Grossi warned of the dan-
ger of the outages, saying “each 
time we are rolling a dice”.

“If we allow this to continue 
time after time then one day our 
luck will run out,” he warned.

The Russian army called the 
strikes “massive retaliation” in 
response to “terrorist actions 
organised by the Kyiv regime in 
the Bryansk region” and said that 

it had used Kinzhal hypersonic 
missiles.

Transnistria claims
It referred to claims that 

Ukrainian nationalists  had 
crossed into the southern Bry-
ansk region and killed two civil-
ians, which Kyiv dismissed as a 
provocation.

Russia also called a vital 
UN-brokered grain deal -- that 
ensures supplies to large parts of 
the developing world -- “compli-
cated” and not properly imple-
mented.

It said it would discuss the re-
newal of the deal -- which expires 
on March 18 -- with the UN on 
Monday in Geneva.

The year-long Russian invasion 
of Ukraine has revived tensions 
in the pro-Russian separatist re-
gion of Transnistria in Moldova, 
where Moscow-backed authori-
ties accused Ukraine of plotting 
a “terror attack”.

Local authorities said the plot 
was “directed by Ukrainian se-
curity services, being prepared 
against a number of officials.”

Ukraine denied the claims as 
a “provocation orchestrated by 
the Kremlin” while Moldova’s 
government said it was investi-
gating the claim but could not yet 
confirm it.

On the ground, Russia reported 
gains in the battle for the indus-
trial city of Bakhmut, which has 
been the focus of months of fierce 
combat.

Georgia drops 
‘foreign agent’ 
bill but faces 
more protests

AFP | Tbilisi

Georgia was gearing up 
for fresh anti-govern-

ment protests on Thursday 
as popular anger showed 
no signs of cooling in the 
pro-Western Black Sea na-
tion, despite the ruling par-
ty’s promise to drop a “for-
eign agent” law reminiscent 
of Russian legislation.

Concerns have been 
mounting that the moun-
tainous ex-Soviet country, 
which aspires to join the EU 
and NATO, is taking an au-
thoritarian turn and main-
taining links with Moscow.

Since Russia invaded 
Ukraine, Georgia has hosted 
an influx of anti-war Rus-
sians. But in recent weeks 
authorities have barred 
some Kremlin critics from 
entering the country, with 
observers warning of a drift 
towards Moscow.

The ruling Georgian 
Dream party has insist-
ed it remains committed 
to Georgia’s EU and NATO 
membership bid enshrined 
in the constitution and sup-
ported -- according to opin-
ion polls -- by at least 80 
percent of the population.

News in brief 
 u Malaysian 
anti-graft 
authorities 

yesterday questioned former prime 
minister Muhyiddin Yassin following 
allegations that his party misused 
public funds meant to fight Covid-19. 
Muhyiddin was prime minister for 17 
months between 2020 and 2021, at the 
height of Malaysia’s battle against the 
coronavirus, and now leads an opposition 
coalition. The Malaysian Anti-Corruption 

Commission (MACC) has not commented on why they are questioning Muhyiddin, 
but it came weeks after it launched the probe into the alleged misuse of pandemic 
funds by Bersatu, his political party. The 75-year-old said in a Facebook post on 
Wednesday that he had been asked to appear before MACC, but did not say why.

 u The US State 
Department signalled 
Wednesday it would let 
Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen visit 
California to meet with House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy, downplaying the 
significance of the event in the face of 
protests by China. McCarthy confirmed 
Tuesday that he would see Tsai in his home 
state, sidestepping a potential visit by the top 
Republican to Taiwan that policymakers there 
feared could provoke a military response from 
Beijing. State Department spokesman Ned Price described Tsai’s expected travel 
as “transit” rather than a “visit” to the United States, which supports but does not 
recognize the self-ruling democracy claimed by Beijing.

 u Top United States 
Senate Republican Mitch 
McConnell was hospitalized 

after he tripped and fell during a private dinner, 
his spokesperson said. The 81-year-old from 
Kentucky has been the Republican Senate leader since 
2007, and a major opponent of President Joe Biden 
on several legislative issues. “This evening, Leader 
McConnell tripped at a local hotel during a private 
dinner. He has been admitted to the hospital where 
he is receiving treatment,” his spokesperson said in a 
statement sent to media.

Malaysia ex-premier Muhyiddin 
questioned by anti-graft body

US Republican Senator 
McConnell hospitalized after fall

US ready to let Taiwan leader 
visit to see top Republican

North Korea fires ballistic missile 
ahead of US-South Korea drills
AFP | Seoul

North Korea fired a short-
range ballistic missile yes-

terday, Seoul’s military said, 
Pyongyang’s latest show of 
force just days before South 
Korea and the United States 
kick off major joint military 
exercises.

Relations between the two 
Koreas are at one of their worst 
points in decades, with the nu-
clear-armed North conducting 
ever more provocative banned 
weapons tests as Seoul moved 
to ramp up security cooperation 
with Washington in response.

Last year, Kim Jong Un’s re-
gime declared North Korea an 
“irreversible” nuclear power 
and vowed to exponentially in-
crease weapons production, in-
cluding tactical nuclear weap-
ons, as the US looks to move 
more assets to the region to 
defend ally Seoul.

Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said that it “detected the launch 
of one short-range ballistic mis-
sile from the North’s western 
port city of Nampo at 6:20 pm 
(0920 GMT)”.

It added it was analysing “the 
possibility that North Korea 
fired multiple short-range bal-
listic missiles from the same 
region simultaneously”.

“Our military maintains a full 
readiness posture while closely 
cooperating with the US as we have strengthened surveillance 

and vigilance,” it said.
North Korea has long claimed 

its nuclear weapons and missile 
programmes are for self-de-
fence, and has bristled over US-
South Korea military exercises, 
describing them as rehearsals 
for an invasion.

Earlier this week, North 
Korea accused the US of “in-
tentionally” ramping up ten-
sions, and Kim’s powerful sister 
warned that if the US were to 
intercept one of Pyongyang’s 
missile tests, it would be seen 
as a “clear declaration of  
war”.

After talks between Kim 
and then-US president Donald 
Trump collapsed in 2019, diplo-
macy has stalled and the North 
has doubled down on military 
development.

Taliban governor of Afghan province killed in suicide attack
AFP | Kabul

The Taliban governor of Af-
ghanistan’s Balkh province, 

known for fighting against Islamic 
State jihadists, was killed in a sui-
cide attack at his office yesterday, 
officials said.

The killing, a day after he met 
top government officials visit-
ing from Kabul, makes Moham-
mad Dawood Muzammil one of 
the highest-ranking figures slain 
since the Taliban stormed back to 
power in 2021.

Violence across Afghanistan 
has dramatically dropped since 
the Taliban seized control, but the 
security situation has again dete-
riorated with IS claiming several 
deadly attacks.

“Two people, including Mo-
hammad Dawood Muzammil, 
the governor of Balkh, have been 
killed in an explosion this morn-
ing,” local police spokesman Asif 
Waziri said, adding that the blast 
happened on the second floor of 
his office, in the provincial capital 
Mazar-i-Sharif.

“It was a suicide attack. We 
don’t have information as to how 
the suicide bomber reached the 
office of the governor,” he said, 
adding that two people were also 
wounded.

The explosion happened mo-
ments after the governor arrived 

in his office, said Khairuddin, who 
was wounded in the incident and 
in a hospital in Mazar-i-Sharif.

“There was a bang. I fell on the 
ground,” he said, adding that he 
witnessed a friend lose a hand in 
the blast.

Authorities deployed extra se-
curity at the governorate, who 

forbade journalists from taking 
photos.

Muzammil was “martyred in 
an explosion by the enemies of 
Islam”, tweeted government 
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid.

Muzammil was initially ap-
pointed governor of the eastern 
province of Nangarhar, where he 
led the fight against IS jihadists, 
before being moved to Balkh last 
year.

On Wednesday, he met two 
deputy prime ministers and 
other senior officials visiting 
Balkh to review a major irriga-
tion project in northern Afghan-
istan, according to a government  
statement.

IS has emerged as the biggest 
security challenge to the Taliban 

government since last year, car-
rying out attacks against Afghan 
civilians as well as foreigners and 
foreign interests.

Several attacks have rocked 
Balkh, including in Mazar-i-Sha-
rif last year, some claimed by IS.

In January, a suicide bomber 
killed at least 10 people when he 
blew himself up near the foreign 
ministry in Kabul, in an attack 
claimed by IS.

The Taliban and IS share an 
austere Sunni Islamist ideology, 
but the latter are fighting to estab-
lish a global “caliphate” instead of 
the Taliban’s more inward-look-
ing goal of ruling an independent 
Afghanistan.

Strategic cruise missile Hwasal-2 launching from a platform during a drill in the 
area of Kim Chaek City in North Hamgyong Province

Health warnings as Bangkok 
chokes on pollution

AFP | Bangkok

Nearly 200,000 people in 
Thailand have been ad-

mitted to hospital because of 
air pollution this week, offi-
cials have said, with Bangkok 
shrouded in a harmful haze.

The Thai capital, home to 
an estimated 11 million people 
and one of the world’s most 
popular tourist destinations, 
has been blanketed for days 
by an unpleasant yellow-grey 
mix of vehicle fumes, indus-
trial emissions and smoke from 
agricultural burning.

More than 1.3 million people 
have fallen sick in the kingdom 

since the start of the year as 
a result of air pollution, with 
nearly 200,000 admitted to 
hospital this week alone, ac-
cording to the public health 
ministry.

Kriangkrai Namthaisong, 
a doctor at the ministry, on 
Wednesday urged children 
and pregnant women to stay 
indoors.

Anyone going outside should 
wear a high-quality N95 an-
ti-pollution mask, he added.

During another pollution 
peak in late January and ear-
ly February, city authorities 
urged people to work from 
home.

A protesters wave the Georgian, 
Ukrainian and European flags 
during a demonstration

The 69-meter tall giant Buddha statue of Wat Paknam Phasi Charoen temple 
is seen amid smoggy conditions due to air pollution in Bangkok

Men shift a wounded man inside a hospital in Mazar-i-Sharif

Rescue team evacuate the body of a victim that was found buried by a 
landslide at Pangkalan village, in Natuna Islands

Plates of sushi on a conveyor belt at a sushi chain restaurant in Tokyo

Circular sand dunes on the surface of Mars

Emergency service workers search through the rubble for injured civilians in 
Ukraine’s western Lviv Oblast

Each day of the defense 
of the town (Bakhmut) 
allows us to gain time 

to prepare reserves 
and prepare for future 

offensive operations. The 
enemy loses the most 
prepared and combat-

capable part of his army
OLEKSANDR SIRSKIY, COMMANDER OF 

UKRAINE’S GROUND FORCES

North Korea has long 
claimed its nuclear 

weapons and missile 
programmes are for 

self-defence, and has 
bristled over US-South 

Korea military exer-
cises, describing them 
as rehearsals for an 

invasion

KNOW WHAT

It was a suicide 
attack. We don’t have 
information as to how 

the suicide bomber 
reached the office of the 

governor
LOCAL POLICE SPOKESMAN ASIF WAZIRI

IS has emerged as the 
biggest security chal-

lenge to the Taliban gov-
ernment since last year, 

carrying out attacks 
against Afghan civilians 

as well as foreigners 
and foreign interests

KNOW WHAT

The MRO has been 
orbiting Mars since 

2006 and is equipped 
with high-resolution 

sensors to study 
the atmosphere and 

topography of the 
planet

KNOW WHAT

241 BC 1783 1952 2000
First Punic War: Battle of the 
Aegates Islands - The Romans sink 
the Carthaginian fleet bringing 
the First Punic War to an end

USS Alliance under Captain 
Barry fights and wins last na-
val battle of US Revolution-
ary War off Cape Canaveral

Military coup led by 
General Fulgencio 
Batista in Cuba

The NASDAQ Composite stock 
market index peaks at 5132.52, 
signalling the beginning of the 
end of the dot-com boom
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NASA spacecraft captures images 
of circular sand dunes on Mars

TDT | Agencies

NASA recently reported an 
unusual discovery made by 

the Mars Reconnaissance Or-
biter (MRO) spacecraft while 
orbiting the red planet.

The MRO captured images 
of sand dunes that appear to 
be circular in shape, leaving 
officials stunned.

The MRO’s High-Resolution 
Imaging Experiment (HiRISE) 
spacecraft’s colour camera had 
previously taken stunning im-
ages of crescent-shaped dunes 
and other circular objects on 
Mars. 

However, the latest batch 
of images has revealed some-
thing never seen before on the 
planet.

The pictures of the dunes 
were taken in late November 
of last year using the HiRISE 
camera, which is operated by 
the University of Arizona. 

The MRO has been orbit-
ing Mars since 2006 and is 
equipped with high-resolution 
sensors to study the atmos-

phere and topography of the 
planet.

In addition to its scientific 
duties, the MRO also serves 
as an essential relay station 
for several Martian missions. 
With the latest discovery of the 
strange circular sand dunes, 
the MRO’s ongoing mission 
to explore and study the red 
planet has yielded yet another 
exciting development.

TOMORROW IS ONLY FOUND IN 
THE CALENDAR OF FOOLS
OG MANDINO
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Together, #C5plusUS 
promotes a more 

prosperous and peaceful 
Central Asia and beyond. 
Thankful to my Central 
Asian counterparts for a 
great Ministerial in As-
tana to advance our work 
together on economic, 
energy, environment, and 
security cooperation.

@SecBlinken

International Women’s 
Day is an opportuni-

ty to celebrate women’s 
achievements, and also 
a time to remember 
the women and girls of 
Afghanistan who have 
lost access to schooling. 
Education is a universal 
human right.

@GitaGopinath

Financing is the life-
blood of our EU busi-

nesses. It will power for-
ward our green & digital 
transitions, create jobs, 
and make us more sov-
ereign. We need to speed 
up progress on the Capital 
Markets Union. We are up 
to the challenge.

@eucopresident

We are living in a pe-
riod of great un-

certainty and the risks 
that we face are grow-
ing and becoming more 
complex. Enhanced in-
ternational cooperation 
is the only way we can 
adequately respond to 
complex global shocks.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

Indonesia landslide death toll rises to 30
AFP | Jakarta

The death toll from a land-
slide on a remote Indo-

nesian island rose to 30 after 
rescuers found more bodies 
yesterday, an official said.

The landslide struck Mon-
day on Serasan Island, located 
in the Natuna region between 
Borneo and Peninsular Malay-
sia.

“As of 11:50 am (0450 GMT) 
today, nine bodies have been 
found,” local government 
spokesperson Patli Muhamad 
said.

The bodies were found bur-
ied under the rubble and land-
slide debris at Pangkalan vil-
lage, Muhamad said, adding 
that 24 people are still missing.

Muhamad said the poor 
weather that had previously 
hampered search and rescue 

efforts had improved and com-
munication lines were also be-
ing gradually restored.

Three arrested in Japan for ‘sushi terrorism’ pranks
AFP | Tokyo

Three people have been ar-
rested in Japan over unhy-

gienic pranks at a conveyor-belt 
sushi restaurant after footage 
of their antics -- dubbed “sushi 
terrorism” -- sparked outrage 
online.

Police accused the young 
trio of seeking to obstruct busi-
ness at major restaurant chain 
Kura Sushi, which was bom-
barded with customer com-
plaints after the video went  
viral.

The clip shows one member 
of the group grabbing a piece of 
sushi from a plate as it passes, 
shoving the whole morsel into 
their mouth and then drinking 
soy sauce directly from a com-
munal bottle.

Similar videos filmed at 
different chains surfaced last 
month on platforms including 
Twitter and TikTok, with some 
apparently weeks or even years 
old.

Other unsavoury pranks in-
cluded customers touching 
moving pieces of sushi with a 
freshly licked finger, or sucking 
the rim of a teacup before plac-
ing it back on a shelf.

Russia pounds Ukraine with 
deadly ‘retaliation’ strikes
Barrage of Russian missiles strike cities across Ukraine killing at least nine

• Russia says the 
wave of attacks were in 
retaliation for a border 
incursion last week

AFP | Kyiv

Russia hit Ukraine with a 
barrage of missiles yester-
day, killing nine people and 

triggering a wave of power cuts, 
including at Europe’s biggest nu-
clear power plant.

The UN nuclear agency’s chief 
warned next time “luck will run 
out” in reference to the danger 
of repeated electricity outages at 
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia facility.

Russia said the strikes were a 
response to a border incursion 
earlier this month and cast doubt 
over the extension of a vital 
UN-brokered grain deal, saying 
it would discuss its renewal with 
the UN on Monday.

The missiles fell across the 
country, causing the first civilian 
deaths in the western Lviv region, 
considered relatively safe and far 
from the front lines, in a long 
time as fighting raged in town of 
Bakhmut in the east.

In Velyka Vilshanytsia, a small 
village outside the city of Lviv, 
shocked villagers searched 
through the rubble where Ukrain-
ian officials said a Russian missile 
killed five people around 120 kilo-
metres (75 miles) from the Polish 

border.
“We thought we were safe 

here,” said Oksana Ostapen-
ko, who lost her sister and two 
brothers-in-law when the missile 
struck.

For months Russia has pum-
melled key infrastructure in 
Ukraine with missiles and drones 
-- disrupting water, heating and 
electricity supplies for millions 
of people.

Kyiv mayor Vitali Klitschko 
said two people were wounded 
yesterday and 40 percent of the 
population had been left without 
power for several hours.

On Prospekt Peremogy, in the 
west of Kyiv, three cars parked 
near a high-rise apartment build-
ing were charred and the ground 
was littered with shattered glass 

from windows, an AFP reporter 
said.

‘Very scary’
“I’d seen (the missile) flying to-

wards my block of flats and when 
I got there I saw a big fire,” said 
resident Igor Yezhov, 60, a car 
dealer.

“I was very scared.”
A 34-year-old man died in the 

eastern city of Dnipro, local au-
thorities said.

At least three others were killed 
when shelling hit a bus stop in the 
southern city of Kherson, said 
Andriy Yermak, Ukraine’s presi-
dential chief of staff.

The Russian missile strikes also 
left the country’s second city of 
Kharkiv in the northeast without 
power, water or heating, the re-

gional governor said.
Ukraine said the strikes cut off 

electricity supplies to the Zapor-
izhzhia nuclear power plant -- in 
Russian occupied territory -- forc-
ing it to operate on diesel gener-
ators before power was restored 
later yesterday.

Ukraine said it was the sixth 
time that the facility had been 
disconnected from the electricity 
grid since Russian forces cap-
tured the plant last year.

The UN nuclear agency chief 
Rafael Grossi warned of the dan-
ger of the outages, saying “each 
time we are rolling a dice”.

“If we allow this to continue 
time after time then one day our 
luck will run out,” he warned.

The Russian army called the 
strikes “massive retaliation” in 
response to “terrorist actions 
organised by the Kyiv regime in 
the Bryansk region” and said that 

it had used Kinzhal hypersonic 
missiles.

Transnistria claims
It referred to claims that 

Ukrainian nationalists  had 
crossed into the southern Bry-
ansk region and killed two civil-
ians, which Kyiv dismissed as a 
provocation.

Russia also called a vital 
UN-brokered grain deal -- that 
ensures supplies to large parts of 
the developing world -- “compli-
cated” and not properly imple-
mented.

It said it would discuss the re-
newal of the deal -- which expires 
on March 18 -- with the UN on 
Monday in Geneva.

The year-long Russian invasion 
of Ukraine has revived tensions 
in the pro-Russian separatist re-
gion of Transnistria in Moldova, 
where Moscow-backed authori-
ties accused Ukraine of plotting 
a “terror attack”.

Local authorities said the plot 
was “directed by Ukrainian se-
curity services, being prepared 
against a number of officials.”

Ukraine denied the claims as 
a “provocation orchestrated by 
the Kremlin” while Moldova’s 
government said it was investi-
gating the claim but could not yet 
confirm it.

On the ground, Russia reported 
gains in the battle for the indus-
trial city of Bakhmut, which has 
been the focus of months of fierce 
combat.

Georgia drops 
‘foreign agent’ 
bill but faces 
more protests

AFP | Tbilisi

Georgia was gearing up 
for fresh anti-govern-

ment protests on Thursday 
as popular anger showed 
no signs of cooling in the 
pro-Western Black Sea na-
tion, despite the ruling par-
ty’s promise to drop a “for-
eign agent” law reminiscent 
of Russian legislation.

Concerns have been 
mounting that the moun-
tainous ex-Soviet country, 
which aspires to join the EU 
and NATO, is taking an au-
thoritarian turn and main-
taining links with Moscow.

Since Russia invaded 
Ukraine, Georgia has hosted 
an influx of anti-war Rus-
sians. But in recent weeks 
authorities have barred 
some Kremlin critics from 
entering the country, with 
observers warning of a drift 
towards Moscow.

The ruling Georgian 
Dream party has insist-
ed it remains committed 
to Georgia’s EU and NATO 
membership bid enshrined 
in the constitution and sup-
ported -- according to opin-
ion polls -- by at least 80 
percent of the population.

News in brief 
 u Malaysian 
anti-graft 
authorities 

yesterday questioned former prime 
minister Muhyiddin Yassin following 
allegations that his party misused 
public funds meant to fight Covid-19. 
Muhyiddin was prime minister for 17 
months between 2020 and 2021, at the 
height of Malaysia’s battle against the 
coronavirus, and now leads an opposition 
coalition. The Malaysian Anti-Corruption 

Commission (MACC) has not commented on why they are questioning Muhyiddin, 
but it came weeks after it launched the probe into the alleged misuse of pandemic 
funds by Bersatu, his political party. The 75-year-old said in a Facebook post on 
Wednesday that he had been asked to appear before MACC, but did not say why.

 u The US State 
Department signalled 
Wednesday it would let 
Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen visit 
California to meet with House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy, downplaying the 
significance of the event in the face of 
protests by China. McCarthy confirmed 
Tuesday that he would see Tsai in his home 
state, sidestepping a potential visit by the top 
Republican to Taiwan that policymakers there 
feared could provoke a military response from 
Beijing. State Department spokesman Ned Price described Tsai’s expected travel 
as “transit” rather than a “visit” to the United States, which supports but does not 
recognize the self-ruling democracy claimed by Beijing.

 u Top United States 
Senate Republican Mitch 
McConnell was hospitalized 

after he tripped and fell during a private dinner, 
his spokesperson said. The 81-year-old from 
Kentucky has been the Republican Senate leader since 
2007, and a major opponent of President Joe Biden 
on several legislative issues. “This evening, Leader 
McConnell tripped at a local hotel during a private 
dinner. He has been admitted to the hospital where 
he is receiving treatment,” his spokesperson said in a 
statement sent to media.

Malaysia ex-premier Muhyiddin 
questioned by anti-graft body

US Republican Senator 
McConnell hospitalized after fall

US ready to let Taiwan leader 
visit to see top Republican

North Korea fires ballistic missile 
ahead of US-South Korea drills
AFP | Seoul

North Korea fired a short-
range ballistic missile yes-

terday, Seoul’s military said, 
Pyongyang’s latest show of 
force just days before South 
Korea and the United States 
kick off major joint military 
exercises.

Relations between the two 
Koreas are at one of their worst 
points in decades, with the nu-
clear-armed North conducting 
ever more provocative banned 
weapons tests as Seoul moved 
to ramp up security cooperation 
with Washington in response.

Last year, Kim Jong Un’s re-
gime declared North Korea an 
“irreversible” nuclear power 
and vowed to exponentially in-
crease weapons production, in-
cluding tactical nuclear weap-
ons, as the US looks to move 
more assets to the region to 
defend ally Seoul.

Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff 
said that it “detected the launch 
of one short-range ballistic mis-
sile from the North’s western 
port city of Nampo at 6:20 pm 
(0920 GMT)”.

It added it was analysing “the 
possibility that North Korea 
fired multiple short-range bal-
listic missiles from the same 
region simultaneously”.

“Our military maintains a full 
readiness posture while closely 
cooperating with the US as we have strengthened surveillance 

and vigilance,” it said.
North Korea has long claimed 

its nuclear weapons and missile 
programmes are for self-de-
fence, and has bristled over US-
South Korea military exercises, 
describing them as rehearsals 
for an invasion.

Earlier this week, North 
Korea accused the US of “in-
tentionally” ramping up ten-
sions, and Kim’s powerful sister 
warned that if the US were to 
intercept one of Pyongyang’s 
missile tests, it would be seen 
as a “clear declaration of  
war”.

After talks between Kim 
and then-US president Donald 
Trump collapsed in 2019, diplo-
macy has stalled and the North 
has doubled down on military 
development.

Taliban governor of Afghan province killed in suicide attack
AFP | Kabul

The Taliban governor of Af-
ghanistan’s Balkh province, 

known for fighting against Islamic 
State jihadists, was killed in a sui-
cide attack at his office yesterday, 
officials said.

The killing, a day after he met 
top government officials visit-
ing from Kabul, makes Moham-
mad Dawood Muzammil one of 
the highest-ranking figures slain 
since the Taliban stormed back to 
power in 2021.

Violence across Afghanistan 
has dramatically dropped since 
the Taliban seized control, but the 
security situation has again dete-
riorated with IS claiming several 
deadly attacks.

“Two people, including Mo-
hammad Dawood Muzammil, 
the governor of Balkh, have been 
killed in an explosion this morn-
ing,” local police spokesman Asif 
Waziri said, adding that the blast 
happened on the second floor of 
his office, in the provincial capital 
Mazar-i-Sharif.

“It was a suicide attack. We 
don’t have information as to how 
the suicide bomber reached the 
office of the governor,” he said, 
adding that two people were also 
wounded.

The explosion happened mo-
ments after the governor arrived 

in his office, said Khairuddin, who 
was wounded in the incident and 
in a hospital in Mazar-i-Sharif.

“There was a bang. I fell on the 
ground,” he said, adding that he 
witnessed a friend lose a hand in 
the blast.

Authorities deployed extra se-
curity at the governorate, who 

forbade journalists from taking 
photos.

Muzammil was “martyred in 
an explosion by the enemies of 
Islam”, tweeted government 
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid.

Muzammil was initially ap-
pointed governor of the eastern 
province of Nangarhar, where he 
led the fight against IS jihadists, 
before being moved to Balkh last 
year.

On Wednesday, he met two 
deputy prime ministers and 
other senior officials visiting 
Balkh to review a major irriga-
tion project in northern Afghan-
istan, according to a government  
statement.

IS has emerged as the biggest 
security challenge to the Taliban 

government since last year, car-
rying out attacks against Afghan 
civilians as well as foreigners and 
foreign interests.

Several attacks have rocked 
Balkh, including in Mazar-i-Sha-
rif last year, some claimed by IS.

In January, a suicide bomber 
killed at least 10 people when he 
blew himself up near the foreign 
ministry in Kabul, in an attack 
claimed by IS.

The Taliban and IS share an 
austere Sunni Islamist ideology, 
but the latter are fighting to estab-
lish a global “caliphate” instead of 
the Taliban’s more inward-look-
ing goal of ruling an independent 
Afghanistan.

Strategic cruise missile Hwasal-2 launching from a platform during a drill in the 
area of Kim Chaek City in North Hamgyong Province

Health warnings as Bangkok 
chokes on pollution

AFP | Bangkok

Nearly 200,000 people in 
Thailand have been ad-

mitted to hospital because of 
air pollution this week, offi-
cials have said, with Bangkok 
shrouded in a harmful haze.

The Thai capital, home to 
an estimated 11 million people 
and one of the world’s most 
popular tourist destinations, 
has been blanketed for days 
by an unpleasant yellow-grey 
mix of vehicle fumes, indus-
trial emissions and smoke from 
agricultural burning.

More than 1.3 million people 
have fallen sick in the kingdom 

since the start of the year as 
a result of air pollution, with 
nearly 200,000 admitted to 
hospital this week alone, ac-
cording to the public health 
ministry.

Kriangkrai Namthaisong, 
a doctor at the ministry, on 
Wednesday urged children 
and pregnant women to stay 
indoors.

Anyone going outside should 
wear a high-quality N95 an-
ti-pollution mask, he added.

During another pollution 
peak in late January and ear-
ly February, city authorities 
urged people to work from 
home.

A protesters wave the Georgian, 
Ukrainian and European flags 
during a demonstration

The 69-meter tall giant Buddha statue of Wat Paknam Phasi Charoen temple 
is seen amid smoggy conditions due to air pollution in Bangkok

Men shift a wounded man inside a hospital in Mazar-i-Sharif

Rescue team evacuate the body of a victim that was found buried by a 
landslide at Pangkalan village, in Natuna Islands

Plates of sushi on a conveyor belt at a sushi chain restaurant in Tokyo

Circular sand dunes on the surface of Mars

Emergency service workers search through the rubble for injured civilians in 
Ukraine’s western Lviv Oblast

Each day of the defense 
of the town (Bakhmut) 
allows us to gain time 

to prepare reserves 
and prepare for future 

offensive operations. The 
enemy loses the most 
prepared and combat-

capable part of his army
OLEKSANDR SIRSKIY, COMMANDER OF 

UKRAINE’S GROUND FORCES

North Korea has long 
claimed its nuclear 

weapons and missile 
programmes are for 

self-defence, and has 
bristled over US-South 

Korea military exer-
cises, describing them 
as rehearsals for an 

invasion

KNOW WHAT

It was a suicide 
attack. We don’t have 
information as to how 

the suicide bomber 
reached the office of the 

governor
LOCAL POLICE SPOKESMAN ASIF WAZIRI

IS has emerged as the 
biggest security chal-

lenge to the Taliban gov-
ernment since last year, 

carrying out attacks 
against Afghan civilians 

as well as foreigners 
and foreign interests

KNOW WHAT

The MRO has been 
orbiting Mars since 

2006 and is equipped 
with high-resolution 

sensors to study 
the atmosphere and 

topography of the 
planet

KNOW WHAT

241 BC 1783 1952 2000
First Punic War: Battle of the 
Aegates Islands - The Romans sink 
the Carthaginian fleet bringing 
the First Punic War to an end

USS Alliance under Captain 
Barry fights and wins last na-
val battle of US Revolution-
ary War off Cape Canaveral

Military coup led by 
General Fulgencio 
Batista in Cuba

The NASDAQ Composite stock 
market index peaks at 5132.52, 
signalling the beginning of the 
end of the dot-com boom

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R
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Across
1- On ___ with; 5- Potala Palace site; 10- Env. notation; 14- Allot; 15- Bar fare; 16- Andean country; 
17- Rare-earth metallic element; 19- Rind; 20- Penultimate round; 21- Stronghold; 23- Actor 
Erwin; 25- Inhibit; 26- Small batteries; 29- Raced; 31- Hawaiian state birds; 35- Alien’s subj.; 
36- Steer clear of; 37- Congenitally attached; 38- What plots may do; 40- See-through material; 
41- Closer; 42- ___’acte; 43- No gentleman; 44- It’s a good thing; 45- Singing voice; 46- ___-daisy; 
47- Muffler; 49- Cartoon Chihuahua; 51- Mental; 54- Plant life; 58- To ___ (perfectly); 59- Having 
a face unsuitable for TV; 63- Extended family unit; 64- Accumulation of fluids; 65- Witnessed; 
66- Legal wrong; 67- Rod used to reinforce concrete; 68- Having a sound mind;

Down
1- Rock blasters; 2- French father; 3- Molecular component; 4- Negligent; 5- D-Day craft; 6- So 
there!; 7- Clay today; 8- Intoxicated; 9- Allow to enter; 10- Obvious; 11- Prepared to drive; 12- 
Family portrait?; 13- Without value; 18- Ballpark fig.; 22- Not tough; 24- Member of the wedding; 
25- Cub Scout unit; 26- MetLife competitor; 27- Barbecue leftovers?; 28- Rap sheet info; 30- 
Groaner; 32- Civil rights org.; 33- Kett and James; 34- Squalid; 36- Rough design; 37- Participant; 
39- Semilunar; 40- Colonial insect; 42- Pixie; 45- Area with coin-operated games; 46- If not; 48- 
Broadcaster; 50- Alphabetical trio; 51- Treaty; 52- WWII battle site; 53- 365 days; 55- Fit for service; 
56- Nothing, in Nice; 57- Skin eruption; 60- Ball girl; 61- “___ Believer” (Monkees hit); 62- Scull;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Millie Bobby Brown is ‘ready 
to leave Stranger Things
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Millie Bobby Brown 
is “ready to leave” 
‘Stranger Things.’

The 19-year-old actress has 
starred as Eleven in the hit 
Netflix science fiction series 
since she was a child but now 
that the show is set to wrap up 
completely when its fifth season 
next year, has admitted that she 
is “ready” to try new things.

Asked if she was prepared to 
say goodbye to the character, 
she told Parade magazine: “Yes, 
I think I am ready. I think it’s 
been—it’s been a long time com-
ing, and I think the fans need 
closure, and so do the actors. So 
I think we’re definitely ready to 
be able to say goodbye to those 

roles and thank them 
and be grateful for 
the time that I’ve 
had with them, 
but I’m ready 
to move on to 
new projects 
and new roles 
to fulfill.”

The ‘Eno-
la Holmes’ 
s t a r  we n t 
o n  t o  a d d 
that she has 
no idea what the 
show’s final outing 
- which is report-
edly set to begin 
filming in June 
- will entail but 
explained that 
after making her 

directorial debut for a Samsung 
campaign in 2022 that step-

ping behind the camera is 
something she would 

like to purse further.
She added: “I 
d o n ’ t  k n o w 

w h a t  i t ’ s 
about. Like 

I honest-
ly  don’t 
k n o w 
w h a t 

it’s about. 
Nobody’s shared an-
ything with me, so 
you’d have to ask 
the people that are 
experts in Stranger 
Things for that one.

“Yeah, absolute-
ly, [I’d do more di-

recting]. I have many passions 
and ambitions, but I also am 
very aware that it takes a lot 
to fill those boots and I don’t 
want anything handed to 
me. I want to be able to 
work for what I want 
and I’m striving for  
that.”

After making her 
directorial debut for 
a Samsung campaign 
in 2022, Millie Bobby 

Brown said that 
stepping behind the 
camera is something 

she would like to 
purse further

Lady Gaga won’t 
sing at Oscars
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Lady Gaga will not perform 
at the Oscars on Sunday.

The 36 -year- old  s ing-
er-and-actress’ track ‘Hold 
My Hand’, from the ‘Top Gun: 
Maverick’ soundtrack, is nom-
inated for Best Original Song 
at the ceremony but she will 
be unable to join the other 
shortlisted artists at Los An-
geles’ Dolby Theater due to 

scheduling conflicts with 
‘Joker: Folie a Deux’, 

in which she plays 
Harley Quinn.

Oscars producer 
Glenn Weiss said 

during the Oscars 
Creative Team press 

c o n f e r e n c e : 
“ W e  h a v e 
great  rela-
t i o n s h i p s 
with  Lady 
G a g a  a n d 
h e r  c a m p 
[but] she’s in 
t h e  m i d d l e 
of shooting a 
movie right 
now, and here 

w e  a r e 
honour-

i n g 
t h e 

movie industry and what it 
takes to make a movie.

“After a bunch of back and 
forth, it didn’t feel like she can 
get a performance to the ca-
liber that we’re used to with 
her, that she’s used to and all 
that stuff.”

“So she is not going to per-
form on the show, however, 
this is all, from our point of 
view, about someone making 
a movie and us completely un-
derstanding that that’s what is 
priority in this business, espe-
cially when we are honoring 
movies.”

While Gaga - who per-
formed at the 2019 Oscars 
with Bradley Cooper, when 
‘Shallow’ from their movie ‘A 
Star Is Born’ won Best Origi-
nal Song - won’t be singing at 
this year’s ceremony, the other 
nominated acts are all con-
firmed to perform, including 
Rihanna (‘Lift Me Up’ from 
‘Black Panther: Wakanda For-
ever’), Sofia Carson and Di-
ane Warren (‘Applause’ from 
‘Tell It Like a Woman’), David 
Byrne, Son Lux and Steph-
anie Hsu (‘This Is a Life’ from 
‘Everything Everywhere All at 
Once’, and Rahul Sipligunj and 
Kaala Bhairava (‘Naatu Naatu’ 
from ‘RRR’).

In addition, Lenny Kravitz 
will sing during the In Memo-
riam segment.

Jessica Simpson had an affair 
with a ‘massive movie star’
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Jessica Simpson says she had an 
affair with a “massive movie star.”

The 42-year- old singer - who is 
now married to Eric Johnson and 
has Birdie, three, Ace, nine, and 
Maxwell, ten, with him but was in-
itially married to Nick Lachey from 
2002 until 2006 - and wrote the 
story she “never thought she would 
tell” as part of new short story for 
Amazon Original Stories, ‘Movie  
Star.’’

She told PEOPLE: “This is a very 
personal story and I really thought 
I would never share it! The whole 
period was very surreal. There were 
times I had a lot of fun, don’t get me 
wrong! But a lot of the time it felt 
isolating because I am someone who 
likes to deeply connect with people 

and I didn’t know who was trust-
worthy and who was not. You 
can’t always take people at their 
very persuasive word—seems 
obvious but it really isn’t when 
you are dealing with someone 
who sells it so well.”

The ‘I Wanna Love You 
Forever’ hitmaker went on to 
add that although the affair 
was “sexy and enticing” , it made her 
feel like a “call girl” and she knew 
her younger self would not be proud 
of her.

She said: “Yes, there was something 
sexy and enticing about all this, but 
there was also something demeaning 
about it. I felt like a call girl. I didn’t 
care if he was my teenage fantasy 
come to life, this was not a choice that 
same girl, my younger self, would be 
proud of.”

Paul Rudd: This could 
be the end of Ant-Man!
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Paul Rudd has teased that 
the latest ‘Ant-Man’ 

movie could be his last.
The 53-year-old actor is 

known for starring in the 
title role of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe 
for a string of mov-
ies but explained 
t h a t  h e  c o u l d 
have played the 
role for the final 
time in the lat-
est blockbuster 
‘Ant-Man and the 
Wasp: Quantuma-
nia’, although he 
ultimately remains 
unsure about his 
future in the fran-

chise.
He said: “Maybe it is the 
end of Ant-Man. I don’t re-
ally know. As far as what’s 
next, the only thing I can 
say for sure is that the Kang 
the Conqueror is going to be 

a very big part of whatever 
it is.”

The ‘Ideal Home’ 
s t a r  we n t  o n  t o 
add that it has felt 
“huge” working on 
the series over the 
course of five films 
since 2015 as he 
paid tribute to studio 

president Kevin Feige 
and the other bosses 
at the MCU, noting that 
they seem to “really 
care” about the movies.

Rupert Grint plans to scale back acting
Celebretainment | Los Ange-
les

Rupert Grint is hoping to 
scale back his acting work 

to just “one or two” projects 
a year.

The 34-year-old ‘Harry 
Potter’ actor has admitted he 
doesn’t feel the need to work 

continuously and would rath-
er take a step back to give 
himself time to focus on his 
hobbies as well as spend-
ing time with his partner 
Georgia Groome and their  
daughter.

He told GQ magazine: “The 
dream is to do one to two [act-
ing] projects a year, then spend 

the rest of my time doing dad 
stuff, or crafts.”

During the interview, Ru-
pert was asked about rumours 
a new ‘Harry Potter’ TV show 
is in the works at HBO Max 
and he insisted it would be a 
great idea to bring the wiz-
ard franchise to the small  
screen.

Millie Bobby Brown

Jessica Simpson

Lady Gaga

Paul Rudd
Rupert Grint
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MANNAI TRADING & CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17729935 or AHMED@PANORAMABH.COM
ALMATOOQ CONSTRUCTIONS EST has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32133133 or amirmatooq@icloud.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39980260 or ANDREW.
WRANKMORE@RELAY-ENGINEERIN.COM
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39980260 or ANDREW.
WRANKMORE@RELAY-ENGINEERIN.COM
SUPER COLOR GARAGE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39401344 or BHHELLI@
GMAIL.COM
BDC MANPOWER SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17180530 or mona.alnokhedha@bas.
com.bh
FOOD VEST MANPOWER COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17722171 or mail@foodvestholding.
com
Charcoal Gourmet Burger Snack has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOOD SERVICE 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36020031 or PRINCEBURGER@
GMAIL.COM
SMELTERS TECHNICAL SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(EQUIPMENTS ASSEMBLING 
INSTRUMENTS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17503158 or OPERATIONS@
SMELTERSTS.COM
ABU RIAZ COLD STORE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35100685 or 
RASHAIDKHADAM@YAHOO.COM
Wood line carpentry workshop has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36922339 or 
BURASHED20@GMAIL.COM
ALDALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252256 or ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED ANWAR TEXTILE TRADING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39020014 or AHMILON77@GMAIL.COM
FORWELL DRIVE FOR AUTO PARTS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33887506 or BAHRAINSPAREPARTS20@
GMAIL.COM
EVERGREEN FACILITIES SUPPORT 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17005554 or 
FASTWAYBAH@GMAIL.COM
JANNUSAN PHARMACY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PHARMACIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17402224 or 
SATVIKN17N@GMAIL.COM
WHITE WAY WELDING AND FABRICATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39313818 or RAMESH.TPP@GMAIL.
COM
OLIVE COLD STORE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37224245 or 
ALWAHADCCR@GMAIL.COM
NOOR AL DIYAR INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38479047 or NEXUSGROUPBH@
GMAIL.COM
MURAD CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17000303 or 
MURADCOWLL@GMAIL.COM
TWIN TURBO SERVIES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COMPUTER OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36410165 or MKAUSAR204@GMAIL.COM
LEUPARZ COLLECTION ABAYA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DESIGNER(FASHION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33096097 or LEUPARZCOLLECTION1@
GMAIL.COM
SRISOUKYA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39054585 or INFO@
SRISOUKYA.COM
MSP CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36237819 or 
MSPCONTRA@GMAIL.COM
LOVELY LATHER SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39309547 or 
WAQARKARI143@GMAIL.COM

THE MURCH SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33309279 or 
SARAALHUSAINI@ICLOUD.COM
MAJD ALMAALI GENERAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES REPRESENTATIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35570811 or 
M.A.H.ALZAHRANI7@GMAIL.COM
HAPPY LIFE WATER DESALINATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MARKETING SPECIALIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35390485 or 
HAPPYLIFEADSBH@GMAIL.COM
GLOBAL PACIFIC OCEAN LOGISTICS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MANAGER (OPERATIONS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35456756 or 
EAGLEEYECLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
LOVELY SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33732154 or 
WAHEEDBHATTI2018@GMAIL.COM
D A C CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33159070 or 
SUNDARSRIDEVI812@GMAIL.COM
ADEY ABEBA FASHION AND DECOR W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37113247 or IAMY112@YAHOO.COM
MASCOT TRADING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
STOREKEEPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39313179 or 
RAYMONTCHERIAN@GREATERGULFFAB.
COM
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39980260 or ANDREW.
WRANKMORE@RELAY-ENGINEERIN.COM
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39980260 or ANDREW.
WRANKMORE@RELAY-ENGINEERIN.COM
MANNAI TRADING & CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17729935 or AHMED@PANORAMABH.
COM
ALZEMAH has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39672167 or alzemmah@gmail.com
STAR GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300013 or ahmed@stargroupbh.com
Al fateh cleaning and Maintenance Company 
w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17830078 or kanakaraj.pk@
horizonintlgroup.com
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39770606 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17732252 or 
gm@sitrafactory.com
ANDALUSIAN ORNATE DECOR CO. W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17408014 or ornatedecor.bh@gmail.com
VISSION CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39300177 or 
TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM
Beroa Abu Obaid Industrial Insulation 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700204 or 
ABUOBAIDGROUB@GMAIL.COM
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39980260 or ANDREW.
WRANKMORE@RELAY-ENGINEERIN.COM
Relay Engineering Limited has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39980260 or ANDREW.
WRANKMORE@RELAY-ENGINEERIN.COM
Mushan Real Estate Co.W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HOUSEKEEPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35542884 or 
MSBMASHAN@HOTMAIL.COM
Pisgah Cleaning Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33797932 or 
GEORGE2099@GMAIL.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
LUCKY FALCON REPAIR WORKSHOP FOR 
REFRIGERATOR AND AIR CONDITIONER 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39692931 or AZAMZAKARIA@YAHOO.COM
LULLYA SWEET KARAK BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35109004 or 
RAFIBH1233@GMAIL.COM
BROWN WOOD INTERIOR DECORATION 

W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37220124 or BROWNWOODWLL@
GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36845820 or 
PADAM1739@GMAIL.COM
SCALDO INTERNATIONAL TRADE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
OFFICER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17503006
ARADOUS DELMON DECOR W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38960752 or ALAADIN_AKREMI@
HOTMAIL.COM
ALWAYS ON TIME SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36130533 or SAIFALIBH3@GMAIL.COM
ALWAYS ON TIME SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36130533 or SAIFALIBH3@GMAIL.COM
FIAZ BUTT INTERIOR DECORATION CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33364037 or MULTANTOUR321@
GMAIL.COM
DAREEN GARAGE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17779774 or DHIMAN.MECHWORKSHOP@
GMAIL.COM
GREEN VILLAGE CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35437262 or SHIFANFAROOQ@GMAIL.COM
FABULOUS DECORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37765145 or 
ASIM.REHMAN1988@GMAIL.COM
JAHAN ZEB CONSTRUCTION OF FLOATING 
STRUCTURES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66948680 or 
janzebkhan65285@gmail.com
MUHAMMAD AZEEM CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34599572 or MUHMMEDAZEEM02@GMAIL.
COM
SHAM CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34067232 or 
AHTSHAMDANISH45@GMAIL.COM
CLASSIC MODERN MENS SALON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39931932 or 
MEEER82@HOTMAIL.COM
CLEAN AND FRESH LAUNDRY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PRESSER 
(HAND), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35001718 or SAJIDAMJAD786@
GMAIL.COM
ROVER SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34232787 or 
IMRAANMALIK@HOTMAIL.CO.UK
DOLE OPERATIONS MARKETING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36657757 or MUHAMMADSAIF3581@
GMAIL.COM
MEATAIN PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38822092 or TALHADP41@GMAIL.
COM
HIGH  LEVEL  INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34377547 or ALMAALIFURNITURE27@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED ABDUL RAHMAN CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33495428 or ARAMANBH6@GMAIL.COM
SONA CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36232297 or 
SYEDTAHZIB12@GMAIL.COM
PHILIPPINE SCHOOL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECRETARY, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17645451 or info@psb.
edu.bh
HASAN ABDULNABI HABIB HUSAIN(MANBA 
ALJUDE/9540) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SEAMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36621806 or hasanabdulnabi88@gmail.com
YONES MOHAMED SALEH ABDULRAHMAN 
JANAHI has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39655113 or YOMODXB@GMAIL.COM
RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39888023 or 
CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM
HARLEEN SPECIALIZED CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33615001 or BITTUSANDHU530@
GMAIL.COM
VISION SECURITY SYSTEMS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39455811 or 
SHAMSCLEARING@YAHOO.COM

PURE FILPINO LUCKY LAUNDRY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39655512 or 
ADELSWAR689@YAHOO.COM
AL YOSR AUTO SERVESES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39130137 or 
ALWESAM71@HOTMAIL.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17491190 or 
usmc@batelco.com.bh
STAR GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300013 or ahmed@stargroupbh.com
Al fateh cleaning and Maintenance Company 
w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17830078 or kanakaraj.pk@
horizonintlgroup.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17268111 or 
HRD1@macbh.com
LEBANESE RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17877033 or 
MAHMOA@SPU.EDU
ALDHABYANIYA SUPER MARKET has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33022299 or SAMEERALFAYEZ99@
HOTMAIL.COM
ADMECCO MECHANICAL CONTRACTING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SAFETY INSPECTOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262256 or 
ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.COM
PLANNERS GROUP INTERNATIONAL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC(MAINTENANCE).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17532010 or m.vishal@exibah.com
Quality wire products w.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17456343 or ADMIN@
QUALITYWIRE.COM.BH
Noof jewellery has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33345415 or A123AFTAB@HOTMAIL.
COM
ALROWISH CONSTRCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17592120 or hani_814@
hotmail.com
Al ameed for car rent and sales has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39966665 or 
ALAMEEDMOTORS@GMAIL.COM
SUNDAY INTERNATIONAL MARKETING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17703242 or SUNDAY@BATELCO.
COM.BH
BOSS SALON has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36611882 or M.66661666@GMAIL.
COM
ABACUS BUILDERS COLLAGE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17789689 or GOLDNEON@BATELCO.COM.BH
BAHRAIN PRIDE TRADING CENTRE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17601873 or NAYLASHAKEEL.STC@
gmail.com
ARSHAD BASHIR BASHIR 
AIRCONDITIONERS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33058503 or 
abufaizanac@gmail.com
DERAMS SCISSORS MAN SALON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33133188 or 
KINDNESS-H@HOTMAIL.COM
VISSION CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39300177 or 
TAHAHAJ@GMAIL.COM
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
JUBAIR INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39402008 or amsal@batelco.com.bh
LAND THAI MASSAGE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17554202 or 
khejair@gmail.com
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh

KRONOS ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17564981 or ashokrma@gmail.com
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13300444 or 
HROFFICER@AIMSBAHRAIN.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
JOUBAR MACHINERY HIRING AND 
CARGO has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39555002 or info@joubar.com
DAHBASHI HEAVY EQUIPMENT PARTS 
& SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39622727 or DEHEBS@
BATELCO.COM.BH
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17558558 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
BLACK RUSTURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39679118 or 
SADIQJAWAD@HOTMAIL.COM
AAROM CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34477650 or HASAN.ALJAD@HOTMAIL.COM
AAROM CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34477650 or HASAN.
ALJAD@HOTMAIL.COM
MOHAMMAD KHALID ABDULSATTAR 
TRADING EST has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES REPRESENTATIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39680188 or mkas.trading@gmail.com
Sara gate electrical equipments has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17231939 or MKAS.
TRADING@GMAIL.COM
MOUSSA Beauty Trading has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES REPRESENTATIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252595 or beautytr@batelco.com.bh
SOVEREIGN ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17583155 or 
info@sovereign.bh
Global Center for Sustainable Development 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MARKETING 
EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36999899 or HYAGA2015@GMAIL.
COM
SILK HOUSE CENTER FOR CARPETS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39683412 or KM829749@GMAIL.COM
DURRAT RESORT MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33599939 or gosi@
DRM.BH
SHAHEER UPHOISTERY AND CURTAINS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39837288 or FATEH44M@GMAIL.COM
APPLEBEES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39791111 or 
INFO@SUNCITYVENTURES.COM
TRUST WORTH TRADING wll has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33366602 or mkhalifa@trustworth.me
CAPITAL FACILITIES MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77132211 or jobcfmbah@gmail.com
ALICIA TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ACCOUNTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39217723 or 
ALICIATRADING@GMAIL.COM
SHAHEEN ELECTROMECHANICAL W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17813535 or hrd@shaheengroup.com
Satkar contracting has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39032045 or rajesh.poojary@alshatra.com
RMD KWIKFORM ALMOAYED BAHRAIN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382724 or seham@akalmoayed.com
Alqattan accounting services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECRETARY, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17178509 or 
KHULOODALQATTAN@GMAIL.COM
MENMA FOR PACKING FOOD STUFF has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33336652
MAJESTIC ARJAAN BY ROTANA has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38899899 or HEOFFICE@BATELCO.
COM.BH
EVER BUILD TRADING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39982230 or MAHER@EVERBUILD.NET

DHUFAR BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33331663 or 
JEFFREEBH@GMAIL.COM
PURPLE HOUSE MEDIA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39398982 or 
RBDEVES91@GMAIL.COM
SALON SUSANA DY FARHAN has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39697339 or 
red462368@gmail.com
SEVEN HILLS FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39976476 or 
SRIRAO@7HILLS-GROUP.COM
SIMSCON TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33380738 or SAMEEER.
ISHTIAQ@GMAIL.COM
Suit Me Tailoring has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33225888 or 
SUITMEBH@GMAIL.COM
Bahrain Wake Parks Co.W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OPERATOR(AMUSEMENT 
PARK EQUIPMENTS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39863337 or ADMIN@
BAHRAINWAKE.COM
K GRILL RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39978899 or SH_
AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM
K GRILL RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39978899 or SH_AMNAH@HOTMAIL.COM
NUSRAT AIR CONDITIONING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39266650 or 
BASHIRCONSTRUCTION2014@GMAIL.COM
MY CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66666730 or INFO@
MYCAFEBH.COM
LEISURE INTERNATIONAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33660252 or SHAMEEM@
LEISUREQATAR.COM
STAR GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300013 or ahmed@stargroupbh.com
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL & 
TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17708888 or lmra@
mmetc.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Texas Chicken has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33629071 or HUMAN.
RESOURCES@BINRAJAB.CO
AMERICAN MISSION HOSPITAL has a vacancy 
for the occupation of NURSE(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17177711 or CATHERINE@AMH.ORG.BH
ALGHANIM INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - For 
has a vacancy for the occupation of STEEL 
FABRICATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300616 or karim.eissa@falghanim.
com
BURJ NIAZI REFRIQERATOR AND 
AIRCONDITIONER REPAIR has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33532798 or SFC.MS@
LIVE.COM
NATURAL BLENDS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33447800 or 
FATEMA.HH.ALAALI@GMAIL.COM
AL RABEEH MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39338879 or 
NISARKKA@GMAIL.COM
YOUSEF ALABDULJALEEL REAL ESTATE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33787333 or YOUSEF_
ALABDULJALEEL@HOTMAIL.COM
GUARDIAN GLASS MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (MARKETING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39945773 or mbaqer@guardian.com
Oasis gents salon has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33694867 or 
WALEEDBANGASH1967@GMAIL.COM
Rose Bely International United Contracting 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37700067 or SALMAN3ALI.66@GMAIL.COM
RESTAURANT BAIT ALKEBDA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17262444 or 
BAITALKEBDA@GMAIL.COM
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Bahrain win GCC golf silver medals
Kingdom’s senior team finish as runners-up in 25th GCC Men Golf Championship, Ahmed Mohammed Al Zayed wins individual bronze

• Bahraini men five 
go strokes behind 
champions Qatar in final 
seniors’ teams ranking

• Ahmed Mohammed 
Al Zayed goes nine shots 
behind gold-medallist 
in individual play

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s na-
tional golf team won the 
silver medals yesterday in 

the 25th GCC Men Golf Cham-
pionship, which came to a close 

at The Royal Golf Club at Rif-
fa Views following 72 holes of  
play.

Team member Ahmed Mo-
hammed Al Zayed came away 
with a bronze medal in individ-
ual play.

The Bahraini men finished 
five strokes behind tournament 
champions Qatar on the teams’ 
classification. The nationals 
were 50 over par after playing 
17-over in yesterday’s fourth and 
final round. The Qataris were 52 
shots over and were 24-over-par 
on the last day.

At the end of yesterday’s 
round, the awards presentation 
and closing ceremony took place, 
attended by General Sports Au-
thority CEO Dr Abdulrahman 

Askar and Bahrain Golf Associ-
ation president Brig Col Ali bin 
Saqer Al Nuaimi.

The Bahraini seniors team 
featured Khalifa Duaij Alkaa-
bi, Fahad Al Hakam, Al Zayed 
and Khalifa Mohammed Khal-
ifa. Only the top three scores 
are counted on each day and 

yesterday it was the totals of 
Alkaabi (+4), Al Hakam (+6) and 
Al Zayed (+7) that made it onto 
the score card, with the +11 of 
Khalifa disregarded.

T h e  U A E  f i n i s h e d  a s 
bronze-medallists 65 shots over 
par, while Saudi Arabia (+98) 
were fourth and Oman (+128) 

fifth, while Kuwait did not fin-
ish.

Meanwhile, Al Zayed claimed 
his individual bronze medal af-
ter posting an 11-over-par 299 
gross score after completing four 
rounds. He had a 79 yesterday to 
add to his previous outings of 69, 
81 and 70.

Al Zayed finished nine strokes 
behind Qatar’s Saleh Ali Alkaabi, 
who won the individual gold 
medal with a two-over-par 290 
total. Ahmad Akram Skaik of 
the UAE was the silver-med-
allist with a 10-over-par 298  
score.

Bahrain’s Alkaabi narrowly 
missed out on a podium after 
finishing fourth overall with a 
19-over-par total of 307.

Al Hakam (+30, 318) followed 
in ninth place while Khalifa 
(+36, 324) was 13th individually 
for Bahrain.

Bahrain’s senior men’s silver 
medals added to the gold of the 
junior national golf team, which 
they won in the 14th GCC Juniors 
U18 Golf Championship, held 
simultaneously.

The young Bahrainis clinched 
the coveted title after finishing 
their competition, held over just 
54 holes, with a total team score 
of 44 over par.

The team featured Abdulrah-
man Hasan Mehaizea, Abdul-
rahman Ebrahim Alseedi and 
Abdulla Rashid Saeed. Mehaizea 
also claimed the individual jun-
iors bronze medal.

Bahrain have come away with 
four awards over the week, win-
ning team silver and individual 
bronze in the 25th GCC Men Golf 
Championship, as well as team 
gold and individual bronze in 
the 14th GCC Juniors U18 Golf 

Championship

KNOW WHAT
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Bahrain’s senior team on the podium with officials at the awards ceremonyBahrain’s junior national team players with their awards at the prize-giving ceremony alongside officials

Texas Chicken has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33629071 or HUMAN.
RESOURCES@BINRAJAB.CO
HELEN GLOBEL MANTENANCE 
COMPANY_PARTNERSHIP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39550042 or 
AA22AA99@HOTMAIL.COM
BU Jazi Garage has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39622651 or 
A.YOUSIF1928@GMAIL.COM
Tamween Trading Establishment has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN 
(GROCERY OR COLDSTORE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 65008833 or 
MAKTAB@HOTMAIL.COM
Burj Mushraf Contracting Co. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33346825 or bmc.bahrain111@gmail.com
Li Da Fashion Station W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33170959 or 
ZGZ520ZGZ778899@GMAIL.COM
Danway Electrical & Mechanical Engineering 
L.L.C has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17297600 or danbahrain@danwayeme.com
SAJID CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39419391 or RAJA133SAJID@GMAIL.COM
NOOR ALKHAYR SALE OF FISH has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33057576 or SALMANZOHAIR61@GMAIL.COM
PETROJANA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34688884 or 
LOAI@PETROJANA.COM
Area car services has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39665776 or 
althuraiya-143@hotmail.com
STAR MAX DOCUMENT CLEARANCE 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33610310 or STARMAXDOCUMENT@GMAIL.COM
GARAGE ONE STOP SMART has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36668020 or 
YK4ME@WINDOWSLIVE.COM
Be Beyoutiful Beauty Saloon has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39000727 or 
AMAL.TUBLANI@GMAIL.COM
H L B BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33539886 or 
NAHID850114950A@GMAIL.COM
SIKANDRABAD FRUITS AND VEGETABLE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36902060 or MESHMESHDON@GMAIL.COM
Al hallaq gate for Construction of buildings 
company bahraini pa has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17555536 or INFO@
ALHALLAQ.COM
KHAFILA TRADING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38288313 or 
KHAFILATRADING@GMAIL.COM
KRIZEMA BEAUTY SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33322207 or AHMED@BTSBAH.COM
ALPHA INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39956377 or 
BERNARD@ALPHABH.NET
DOWNTOWN ROTANA HOTEL W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(FOOD & BEVERAGES SECTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17110196 or 
JEHAD.AMIN@LIVE.COM
5OZ SMOKED BURGER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77292626 or 
MOHSN19999@HOTMAIL.COM
ALDALEEM CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FIRE & SAFETY 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17252256 or ALDALEEM@HOTMAIL.
COM
SAFINA FACILITIES SUPPORT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SANDBLASTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

17674319 or DUAIJMALKHALIFA@ASRY.NET
ZESHAN & IRFAN SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34342810 or ABBAS307@YAHOO.COM
A & A TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33933997 or WORD_
TODAY82@YAHOO.COM
BOKHOWA CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17255980 or ADEEBALI@
BOKHOWAGROUP.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36552200 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com
Al fateh cleaning and Maintenance Company 
w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17830078 or kanakaraj.pk@
horizonintlgroup.com
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39289289 or 
teamco98@gmail.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or HRD1@MACBH.COM
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17732252 or 
gm@sitrafactory.com
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BUTCHER (ANIMALS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17732252 or gm@sitrafactory.com
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER MARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17556665 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
SEVEN HILLS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39697979 or 
HASSAN800@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD HANIF CONSULTANCY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33440122
SAIF AND HARJIT CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33621007 or 
BHHARJIT64@GMAIL.COM
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of HUMAN 
RESOURCES CONSULTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39693569 or waleed.
alsaif@inforadtech.com
INFORAD TECHNOLOGIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39693569 or waleed.
alsaif@inforadtech.com
AL-BINDAIRA CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38700027 or 
salwa@al-abraaj.com
ALABRAAJ RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CASHIER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38700027 or salwa@al-abraaj.com
ALABRAAJ RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38700027 or salwa@al-abraaj.com
LA ROTISSERIE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38700027 or 
SALWA@AL-ABRAAJ.COM
MASALA DARBAR RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(RESTURANTS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39259304 or MASALADARBAR786.
BH@GMAIL.COM
LISHBA CLEANING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 

for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33379322 or 
SKMGROUP.BAH@GMAIL.COM
ANFAL MODERN COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33404315 or ANFALMODERN@GMAIL.COM
BEST MUGHAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36130533 or TAHIRMUGHAL325@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN DAYS MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36653272 or 
SUMANTYHN2016@GMAIL.COM
AL ARIF CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38038442 or AH7951291@GMAIL.COM
GURU NANAK INTERIOR DECORATION 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39960975 or OLIVERLEA.100@GMAIL.COM
ARABIAN GREEN PLANTS TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33549786 or SADIEYOUSIF@GMAIL.COM
WASEEM SAJJAD MARKETING BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39960975 or 
OLIVERLEA.100@GMAIL.COM
DREAM DELMON CONTRACTING CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33543707 or TOPDELMON.SE@GMAIL.COM
NAWAZ ZONE CONSTRUCTION OF 
FLOATING COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33349787 or 
A82637127@GMAIL.COM
AFGHAN CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36967770 or WALEEDBANGASH1967@
GMAIL.COM
AWESOME CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33101063 or AWESOMECARGOHANDLING@

GMAIL.COM
AL SULTAN REPAIR OF ELECTRONICS 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66913415 or SULTANMALIK3379@
GMAIL.COM
DHAFER TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39132678 or 
DHAFERTRADING@GMAIL.COM
BANOO WORLD FOR CLEARING AND REAL 
ESTATE MANAGEMENT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34181985 or BANOO.
CLEARING.REALESTATE@GMAIL.COM
MAR KHOR FOR INTERIOR DECORATION 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33240774 or BLBILALA112233@GMAIL.COM
ENWAM INTERIOR DESIGN CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040580 or A3DOCUMENT36@GMAIL.COM
ADNAN CARGO HANDLING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35935010 or SERVICEMONICA9@
GMAIL.COM
SHAM CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34067232 or 
AHTSHAMDANISH45@GMAIL.COM
OKARA CONTRUCTION OF FLOATING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33770166 or SHAHIDRAO10@YAHOO.COM
SILVER DREAM HOME CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33347222 or BRANA3229@
GMAIL.COM
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39289289 or 
teamco98@gmail.com
Al fateh cleaning and Maintenance Company 
w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17830078 or kanakaraj.pk@
horizonintlgroup.com
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Najma power into volleyball league finals
TDT | Manama

Al Najma last night barged 
into the championship 

series of the 2022/2023 Isa 
bin Rashid Bahrain Volleyball 
League.

Najma secured their berth 
after sweeping past Muhar-
raq 3-0 (25-21, 25-20, 25-18) in 
their Golden Square semi-fi-
nal match, played at the Isa bin 
Rashid Arena at Isa Sports City 
in Riffa.

The victors had a twice-to-
beat advantage in the contest, 
and with the result, earned 
their direct place in the fi-
nals, which will be played in 
best-of-three format for the  
title.

With their two-set lead last 
night, Najma headed into the 
third determined to close things 
out. They were up 20-15 and 
then went in for the kill.

Najma were spearheaded by 
their key players including Es-
tonian professional Kevin Saar 
and Bahraini stars Ali Ebrahim, 
Fadhel Abbas, Hassan Dhahi 
and Mohammed Habib, to 

name a few.
For Muharraq, putting in a 

valiant effort were Nigerian 
Samuel Anthony Ogwuche, 
Abbas Ehsan, Hussain Khalifa, 
Hassan Al Haddad and Sayed 
Ali Mohammed, among others.

Najma are now set to take on 

the winners of the other final 
four match-up between Dar 
Kulaib and Al Ahli. They play 
a best-of-three series follow-
ing Dar Kulaib’s participation 
in the ongoing first West Asia 
Men’s Club Championship in 
Amman.

Khawaja’s ‘very special’ ton stamps 
Australia’s day one dominance
AFP | Ahmedabad

Australia opener Usman 
Khawaja yesterday said 

emotions took over after he 
struck his first Test century in 
India as the tourists dominated 
the opening day of the fourth 
match.

Australia reached 255-4 at 
stumps after they won the toss 
and elected to bat in their bid 
to square the four-match series 
at the world’s biggest cricket 
stadium in Ahmedabad.

After a long grind, Khawaja 
was batting on 104 alongside 
Cameron Green, on 49, at close 
of play as the pair put together 
an attacking stand of 85.

The left-handed Khawaja put 
on key stands including a 79-
run third-wicket partnership 
with skipper Steve Smith, who 
made 38, to hand Australia a 
strong start.

The Pakistan-born Khawa-
ja jumped up in joy after he 
raised the second hundred of 

a low-scoring series with a 
boundary in the final over of 
the day.

“A lot of emotion in that. I 
have been to India two tours 
before this and carried the 
drinks for eight Test matches, 
so it was a long journey to fi-
nally hit a hundred in India,” 
Khawaja told broadcaster Star  
Sports.

Dar Kulaib dominant in 
West Asian volleyball
Bahraini giants register three-set sweep of Shabab Nabi Ilyas from Palestine in opener

• Nasser Anan, 
signed from Al Ahli, 
top scores for Dar 
Kulaib with 14 points

• Bahrainis set to 
return to playing 
court today against 
Al Rayyan of Qatar

TDT | Manama

Bahrain volleyball giants 
Dar Kulaib yesterday 
made a dominant start to 

their title bid in the first West 
Asia Men’s Club Championship, 
currently being played in Am-
man, Jordan.

The Kingdom’s representa-
tives posted a clean 3-0 (25-5, 
25-14, 25-8) sweep of Shabab 
Nabi Ilyas from Palestine in 
their opening fixture in Group 
B of the tournament’s prelimi-
nary round.

The competition is being or-
ganised and run by the West 
Asia Volleyball Association and 
it is scheduled to take place until 
March 18.

Dar Kulaib are the lone Bah-
raini side competing.

Nasser Anan was their top 
scorer in the contest with 14 
points. Anan was signed spe-
cifically for this event from fel-
low-Bahraini volleyball jugger-
nauts Al Ahli.

Also playing key roles for 
their team were Mohammed 
Yaqoob, Ali Habib, Mahmoud 
Abdulwahed, Ayman Isa, Hasan 
Alaiwi, libero Hussain Sultan, 
and Argentinian professional 
Juan Barrera.

Dar Kulaib are coached by 
Brazilian Leandro Kakaroto.

They and Shabab Nabi Il-
yas are in the same pool as Al 

Rayyan of Qatar, South Gas SC 
of Iraq and Shabab Al Hussein 
of Jordan.

Dar Kulaib return to the play-
ing court today in a crucial con-
test against Rayyan. The game 
is scheduled to get underway 
at 5pm, Bahrain time. They are 
then set to play South Gas on 

Sunday before facing Shabab 
Al Hussein in their final group 
fixture on Monday.

Meanwhile, Group A in the 
tournament features Kuwait SC 
of Kuwait, Police SC of Qatar, 
Almeena VC of Yemen, Oman 
SC of Oman and home team Al 
Wehdat.

Following a single round-rob-
in, the top four teams in each 
group march through to the 
tournament’s quarter-finals, 
which will be held in the knock-
out system.

Aside from the West Asia 
men’s tournament, Dar Kulaib 
are also set to compete in the 
Golden Square semi-finals of 
the 2022/2023 Isa bin Rashid 
Bahrain Volleyball League.

Bahrain’s Ahli bow to 
Kuwait SC in Gulf handball

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Al Ahli Club were 
dealt a tough start to their 

campaign in the 39th Gulf 
Clubs Men’s Handball Cham-
pionship, being hosted by the 
Kingdom.

The Bahraini representa-
tives lost to their rivals from 
Kuwait SC of Kuwait 20-27 in 
their opening fixture in Group 
B of the preliminary round.

Ahli trailed 10-13 at the half 
and could not close the gap 
over the final 30 minutes.

In yesterday’s other Group B 
game, Sharjah of the UAE and 
Al Safa of Saudi Arabia played 
to a 24-all stalemate.

Bahrain’s Ahli are now at the 
bottom of their division table, 
with Kuwait on top followed 
by Sharjah and Safa.

Ahli will be looking to 
bounce back when they re-
turn to the playing court at 
the Khalifa Sports City Arena 
in Isa Town tomorrow against 
Safa at 7pm, while Sharjah and 

Kuwait lock horns at 5pm.
Group A is comprised of de-

fending champions Al Najma 
Club, who are Bahrain’s other 
representatives in the tourna-
ment, along with Al Salmiya of 
Kuwait, Al Arabi of Qatar and 
Al Ahli Sidab of Oman.

In today’s fixtures, Salmiya 
and Arabi face off in the early 
game at 5pm, followed by Na-
jma looking for their second 
straight win when they play 
against Ahli Sidab.

The preliminaries continue 
until Monday next week, after 
which the semi-finals will take 
place with the top two clubs 
from each of the two groups 
advancing.

Najma won last year’s Gulf 
handball title after defeating 
Saudi outfit Mudhar in the 
tournament final in Kuwait 
City. It was the sixth time the 
Bahraini side claimed the cov-
eted championship. Their tri-
umph also ended a two-decade 
title drought, as their previous 
victories came in 2001, 1998, 
1990, 1985 and 1984.
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Dar Kulaib’s Jauan Barrera attacks the opposition’s double block

Dar Kulaib players and team officials prior to yesterday’s game

Dar Kulaib are in 
Group B of the tour-

nament’s preliminary 
round along with 

Shabab Nabi Ilyas of 
Palestine, Al Rayyan 
of Qatar, South Gas 

SC of Iraq and Shabab 
Al Hussein of Jordan. 

They need to finish 
in the top four to 

advance to the quar-
ter-finals

KNOW

BETTER

Al Najma’s Ali Ebrahim looks to attack Muharraq’s double block

Action from Al Ahli’s loss to Kuwait SC last night

Australia’s Usman Khawaja plays a shot

Throughout the middle 
of my career I got told 

I couldn’t play spin and 
that’s why I never got 
an opportunity to play 

in India
USMAN KHAWAJA



Najma power past Isa Town in basketball league
TDT | Manama

Al Najma posted a 96-86 
victory over Isa Town last 

night in their week 21 game of 
the 2022/2023 Zain Bahrain Bas-
ketball League.

Najma used a 33-20 sec-
ond-quarter to turn away a 21-
25 defeicit at the end of the first 
to take control of the contest. 
They maintained their strong 
play in the second half and led 
by as many as 16 points the rest 
of the way.

Ali Jaber came off the bench 
to contribute a team-high 28 
points while also grabbing 13 
rebounds and dishing out five 
assists. Mohammed Hussain 
added 24 while American Nick 
Ward had 15 points and Mo-
hammed Buallay 10 with seven  
assists.

For Isa Town, Oumar Barry 
scored 33 points and grabbed 12 
rebounds in the loss. Hussain 
Mahdi and Mohamed Nabeel 
each chipped in with 14.

With the result, Najma claimed 

their 12th win in 18 games and 
improved to 30 points on the 
league standings. Isa Town suf-
fered their 17th loss and went 
to 21 points in second-to-last  
place.

League action continues to-
night with a mammoth match-up 
between bitter rivals Manama 
and Al Ahli at 7.30pm. At 5.30pm, 
Nuwaidrat take on Samaheej. 
Tomorrow, Sitra and Al Etti-
had face off in the early game 
followed by Al Hala taking on  
Muharraq.

Muharraq, Sitra stay in 
contention in tight title battle

• Muharraq claim 
resounding 5-1 win 
over Budaiya, Sitra 
outclass East Riffa 2-0

• Only one point 
separates top four 
teams in league 
standings after 
week 16 play

TDT | Manama

Muharraq and Sitra stayed 
in the ultra-tight title 

race in the 2022/2023 Nasser 
bin Hamad Bahrain Premier 
Football League last night with 
big wins in their respective 
games, which wrapped up the 
16th week of action.

Muharraq registered a re-
sounding 5-1 victory over 
bottom-of-the-table Budaiya, 
while Sitra outclassed East 
Riffa 2-0.

Their wins helped both sides 
improve to 30 points on the 
league table, just one behind 
solo leaders Manama and tied 
with Al Khaldiya, while only 
four points ahead of defending 
champions Riffa.

In Muharraq’s win, four of 
their goals were scored in the 
first half. Muhammad Sulum-
ba opened the scoring for the 
winners in fifth minute with a 
header from close range, and 
then Victor Manuel Arboleda 
Murillo doubled their advan-
tage just seven minutes later 
with a shot from an acute angle 
in the box.

Abdulwahab Ali then made 
it 3-0 in the 22nd minute with 
a header off a long cross from 
the right, then Budaiya got 
their lone consolation in the 

29th minute from Seydou Bar-
ry.

But Muharraq restored their 
three-goal advantage on the 
stroke of half-time with a rock-
et from distance by Hassan 
Uqabi Haddush. Then, in the 
fifth minute of second-half 
stoppage time, Abdulwahab Al 
Malood applied the final nail 
in the coffin with Muharraq’s 
fifth from inside the six-yard 
box.

Muharraq claimed their 
eighth win while Budaiya suf-
ferd their league-worst 13th 
loss.

Meanwhile, in Sitra’s tri-
umph, skipper Barfo Ernest 
hit a brilliant goal from around 
a quarter-of-the-pitch’s dis-
tance in 12th minute. His rock-
et flew into the net, with East 
Riffa goalkeeper Eyad Nasser 
Salem powerless to make the  
stop.

Moatasem Iskandar then 
supplied their second goal 
from edge of the box, with an 
attempt that should have been 
controlled by the goalkeep-
er, but he instead fumbled the 
ball.

Sitra also claimed their 
eighth win while handing East 
Riffa their sixth loss.
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Godolphin bid for HM 
the King’s Cup glory
Most prestigious race day in Bahrain horseracing season takes place today at REHC

• Star-studded field 
of 14 horses go to post 
in HM the King’s Cup

• Godolphin to 
race with Passion 
And Glory (IRE) and 
First Ruler (GB)

TDT | Manama

The most prestigious 
race day in the Bahrain 
horseracing season takes 

place today at Rashid Eques-
trian and Horseracing Club 
(REHC) in Sakhir.

The day boasts a strong card 
with two Listed contests: the 
feature race, His Majesty The 
King’s Cup (sponsored by Bap-
co), and the Al Methaq Mile.

A star-studded field of 14 
horses go to post in HM The 
King’s Cup. Godolphin have two 
representatives in the race with 
Passion And Glory (IRE) lining 
up for trainer Saeed bin Suroor. 
The seven-year-old son of Cape 
Cross has shown good form in 
Bahrain already this season 
when finishing second behind 
stablemate Dubai Future in the 
Group 3 Bahrain International 
Trophy in November. Daniel 
Tudhope, who won the Bahrain 
International Trophy aboard 
Dubai Future, will take the ride.

Godolphin’s other runner in 
the race is the Charlie Apple-
by-trained First Ruler (GB) who 
will be ridden by British Cham-
pion Jockey William Buick. 
Appleby is no stranger to big 

race wins in Bahrain following 
a double at The Crown Prince’s 
Cup meeting in February and he 
will be looking to continue his 
winning ways this Friday.

First Ruler was last seen when 
winning in good style at Mey-
dan last month and his trainer 
hopes he can back that up with 
another victory on Friday. On 
his chances, Appleby said: “First 
Ruler has got a progressive pro-
file. This is his first test at Listed 
level so we will learn a bit more 
about him. His profile is going 
the right way that he doesn’t 
look out of place at this level, 
but we will be wiser afterwards. 

The track and conditions should 
suit him.”

Appleby also sends over Mod-
ern News (GB) who takes his 
chances in Al Methaq Mile. On 
Modern News Appleby added: 
“Modern News is a solid cam-
paigner; I was delighted with 
his last start at Meydan and 
stepping back up to a mile will 
suit him. With a nice draw, I 
think he is the one they’ve got 
to beat. He has got a penalty, 
but I think he can overcome 
that, and conditions will suit  
him.”

A host of top-quality horses 
trained in Bahrain feature in 
The King’s Cup. Leading jockey 
Neil Callan, who has enjoyed 
much success during his time 
in Bahrain, teams up with last 
year’s winner Zagato (GB) for 
trainer Fawzi Nass. Nass saddles 
eight of the 14 runners with Cal-
lan able to take his pick of the Al 
Mohamediya Racing runners.

On his decision to ride Zagato, 
Callan said: “Zagato won this 
race last year. I feel he’s at the 
same level this time round. He 
has been primed for this race. 
He didn’t start until a bit later 
this season, and I feel as though 
he is peaking at the right time.

“It’s always a very difficult 
decision when you have the 
likes of The Covex Kid (IRE) 
and Encourage (GB) who I’ve 
won multiple races on both. It’s 
a massive day’s racing and it’s 
the last big, prestigious race of 
the season in Bahrain. It would 
be nice to go out on a high with 
a winner.”

The King’s Cup is a race 
that has gone from strength 
to strength and the quality of 

horse required to be competi-
tive has increased over the last 
few years. Callan added: “It’s 
now internationally recognised 
as a Listed race which is good 
for Bahrain racing. You’re look-
ing at horses who are rated 100 
or above, so it just goes to show 
the level of horse you need to 
have.”

Of the other Bahrain-trained 
horses, Allan Smith has two in 
the race for Al Adiyat Racing: 
Rayounpour (IRE) and Recovery 
Run (GB). 

On their chances Smith said: 
“Recovery Run and Rayoun-
pour have both been in and 
out of form this season, but 
they’re both working well so 
we’re hopeful. It’s a tough old 
race! The competition is getting 
much better in Bahrain and the 
strength of the horses is amaz-
ing in the last three years. We 
love the competition that’s what 
it’s all about, it makes everyone 
get better horses and improve 
their stable.”

Smith added: “This is the 
raceday of our season. It always 
has been The King’s Cup. It’s 
the equivalent to Royal Ascot; 
it’s the pinnacle of racing in 
Bahrain.”

It’s a massive day’s 
racing and it’s the last 
big, prestigious race of 
the season in Bahrain. 
It would be nice to go 
out on a high with a 

winner
NEIL CALLAN

This is the raceday of 
our season. It always 
has been The King’s 

Cup. It’s the equivalent 
to Royal Ascot; it’s the 

pinnacle of racing in 
Bahrain
ALLAN SMITH

HM the King’s personal representative His Highness Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al Khalifa and REHC High Committee 
chairman His Highness Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa present last year’s HM the King’s Cup to the winning 
connections (File photo)

Muharraq’s Muhammad Sulumba tries to dribble past the defence of their 
Budaiya opposition
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Standings
  P W D L +/- Pts
Manama 16 9 4 3 15 31
Muharraq 16 8 6 2 15 30
Al Khaldiya 16 9 3 4 14 30
Sitra 16 8 6 2 10 30
Riffa 16 7 5 4 7 26
Al Ahli 16 5 6 5 -3 21
Al Shabab 16 6 2 8 0 20
Hidd 16 5 4 7 -10 19
Al Hala 16 4 6 6 -3 18
East Riffa 16 4 6 6 -4 18
Bahrain Club 16 3 4 9 -8 13
Budaiya 16 1 2 13 -33 5

Standings
 P W L Pts
Manama 18 15 3 33
Muharraq 18 14 4 32
Al Ahli 17 13 4 30
Al Ettihad 18 12 6 30
Al Najma 18 12 6 30
Bahrain Club 19 9 10 28
Al Hala 18 9 9 27
Nuwaidrat 18 7 11 25
Sitra 17 4 13 21
Isa Town 19 2 17 21
Samaheej 18 2 16 20

Action at REHC

Al Najma’s Ali Jaber looks to make a pass during their game against Isa Town


