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The people-to-people 
ties between The Ba-

hamas and the United 
States are longstanding 
and as strong as ever.

@VP

We must keep tell-
ing the horrors of 

the Holocaust and never 
forget. Europe wouldn’t 
be what it is today with-
out Jewish culture, val-
ues and contributions to 
science. We will co-fi-
nance a new section at 
@yadvashem on Jewish 
life in Europe before the 
Shoah.

@vonderleyen

Amazing to see our 
@ E u r o p a r l _ E N 

full of young people to-
day in Strasbourg at 
the #EYE2023. 10,000 
change-makers ready to 
regenerate our project. 
This is Europe @Eu-
roparl_EYE

@EP_President

2.3 billion people – 
over 1 in 4 – use pol-

luting fuels for cooking, 
leading to millions of 
deaths each year. This 
puts women and children 
particularly at greater 
risk of chronic diseases, 
while also contributing 
to climate change and 
perpetuating gender in-
equity. #AirPollution

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u Public trust in police 
in England and Wales is 
“hanging by a thread” 
following a series of “dreadful” scandals, the 
head of a law enforcement watchdog warned 
yesterday. Andy Cooke, head of His Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire & Rescue 
Services (HMICFRS), said the police service was at a 
“historic turning point” as he demanded “definitive 
action” to restore public faith. In his annual 
assessment, Cooke called for legal powers so failing police forces can be ordered 
to improve when there are serious concerns for public safety.

 u The Netherlands’ highest 
court ruled yesterday that a 
priceless collection of Crimean 

gold must be handed over to Ukraine, the 
latest move in a legal tug-of-war spanning 
almost a decade. The treasures, dubbed the 
“Scythian Gold,” were loaned to the Allard 
Pierson Museum in Amsterdam just before 
Moscow annexed Crimea in 2014. Both Ukraine 
and four museums in the occupied peninsula 

have demanded that the treasures be returned to them, but the Allard Pierson 
Museum said it would not do so until a judge ruled to which party it should go.

 u Myanmar’s 
junta has 
suspended 
travel authorisations for aid workers trying 
to reach hundreds of thousands of people in 
the cyclone-ravaged Rakhine state, the UN’s 
humanitarian affairs office said yesterday. 
Cyclone Mocha brought lashing rain and winds of 
195 kilometres per hour (120 miles per hour) to 
Myanmar and neighbouring Bangladesh last month, 
killing at least 148 people in Myanmar. The cyclone destroyed homes and brought 
a storm surge to Rakhine state, where hundreds of thousands of Rohingya 
minority refugees live in displacement camps following decades of ethnic conflict. 

Dutch top court says 
Crimean gold must go to Kyiv

Trust in England police 
‘hanging by a thread’: watchdog

UN says Myanmar junta halts 
humanitarian access to cyclone survivors

China slams US over reported ‘spy base’ in Cuba
AFP | Beijing

China warned the United 
States yesterday against 

“interfering in Cuba’s internal 
affairs,” in response to reports 
that Beijing was planning to set 
up a spy base on the island just 
off American shores.

The media reports, based on 
comments by anonymous US 
officials to The Wall Street Jour-
nal and CNN, were dismissed by 
Cuba’s deputy foreign minister 
as “mendacious and unfound-
ed,” while the White House 
called them inaccurate.

When asked about the alleged 

spying base at a regular press 
briefing, Chinese foreign minis-
try spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
said he was “unaware of the 
situation” before criticizing US 
policy on Cuba.

“As we all know, spreading 
rumors and slander is a common 
tactic of the United States, and 
wantonly interfering in the in-
ternal affairs of other countries 
is its patent,” said Wang.

“The United States should 
reflect on itself and stop inter-
fering in Cuba’s internal affairs 
under the banner of freedom 
and democracy, and immedi-
ately cancel the economic, com-

mercial and financial embargo 
against Cuba.”

The reports suggested that 
the Chinese spying base would 

be capable of eavesdropping on 
communications across broad 
swathes of the southeastern 
United States.

The developments come as 
Chinese leader Xi Jinping has 
pushed a rapid expansion of 
the country’s security presence 
around the world.

A base in Cuba, which lies 150 
kilometers off Florida’s south-
ern tip, would present the most 
direct challenge yet to the con-
tinental United States.

The Soviet Union had elec-
tronic spying facilities in com-
munist Cuba to monitor the 
United States.

Greta Thunberg marks last ‘school’ strike as she graduates
AFP | London

Swedish climate activist Greta 
Thunberg said yesterday she 

was marking her last “school 
strike” as she was graduating 
high school, but said she would 
continue partaking in weekly 
protests.

“Today, I graduate from 
school, which means I’ll no 
longer be able to school strike 
for the climate. This is then 
the last school strike for me,” 
Thunberg said in a post on so-
cial media.

Thunberg, who spearheaded 
the global Fridays for Future 
movement, also said she didn’t 
plan on giving up the protests 
completely.

“I’ll continue to protest on 
Fridays, even though it’s not 

technically ‘school striking’. 
We simply have no other op-
tion than to do everything we 
possibly can,” said the 20-year-
old, adding “the fight has only 
just begun.”

Greta Thunberg was only 15 

when she began her “School 
strike for climate” in front of 
Sweden parliament in Stock-
holm.

“When I started striking in 
2018 I could never have expect-
ed that it would lead to any-
thing,” she said in a statement.

Sweden’s Greta Thunberg and other young climate activists stage a 
demonstration (file photo)

A decade on, giant duck brings a 
friend home to roost in Hong Kong

AFP | Hong Kong

Ten years after a giant in-
flatable yellow duck cap-

tivated crowds in Hong Kong, 
the art installation returned 
to the city’s Victoria Harbour 
yesterday as a double-bill ex-
hibition.

The twin 18-metre-tall (59-
feet) sculptures by Dutch artist 
Florentijn Hofman are part of 
the Rubber Duck series that 
has made appearances in ma-
jor cities since its 2007 debut.

The faddish artwork pre-
viously made headlines in 
Hong Kong for drawing huge 
audiences and for accidental 
deflations, including when it 
shrank to a flat disk next to a 
ferry pier in 2013.

Following stormy weather 
early yesterday before they 
were released onto the water, 
Hofman joked that the two 
ducks “took a bath this morn-
ing”.

“In a world where we suf-
fered from a pandemic, wars 
and political situations, I think 
it is the moment to bring back 
the double luck,” he said.

Setting sail in front of Hong 
Kong’s landmark Convention 
and Exhibition Centre, the 
mighty ducks moved through 
the harbour before stopping 

to nest near the city govern-
ment’s headquarters.

Office workers strolled by 
during lunch breaks to snap 
selfies, while others carried 
yellow duck balloons to cel-
ebrate the sunny duo’s new 
perch.

“I think it’s very good to 
have the duck back after 10 
years because it is simple 
happiness, especially after 
the pandemic,” one admirer 
named Vivian said.

“It’s a form of flashback,” 
said 32-year-old bank employ-
ee Zenj. “I think it brings luck.”

During its 2013 visit to Hong 
Kong, the solo lemon-hued 
bird ruffled feathers in Bei-
jing after internet users ed-
ited the famous “Tank Man” 
photo from the 1989 Tian-
anmen Square crackdown 
by replacing the tanks with  
ducks.

People take photos of two large inflatable yellow ducks called “Double 
Ducks” by Dutch artist Florentijn Hofman in Hong Kong’s Victoria Harbour

Fighting in southern Ukraine 
as offensive expectations build

Intense fighting erupts in Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia region, amidst destructive flooding

• Russian official 
reports ongoing combat 
in Zaporizhzhia, 
potentially marking 
Kyiv’s anticipated 
counter-offensive

• Ukraine remains 
silent, but expectations 
rise for Western-backed 
forces to reclaim 
occupied territories

• Russia claims 
Ukrainian offensive 
involved 1,500 soldiers 
and 150 armored vehicles 
but was repelled

AFP | Washington

Fighting raged yesterday in 
Ukraine’s southern Zapor-
izhzhia region, a Russian 

official said, with observers see-
ing the combat as the possible 
start of Kyiv’s long-expected of-

fensive.
Ukraine has not offered any 

confirmation but expectations 
have built for months over when 
its forces, bolstered with West-
ern weapons and training, would 
launch a counter-offensive in a 
bid to reclaim land occupied by 
Russian forces.

The fighting comes as the hu-
manitarian and environmental 
cost climbed after the destruction 

of the Kakhovka dam unleashed 
destructive flooding in a different 
part of Ukraine’s south.

“At the moment, active combat 
is ongoing in the region between 
Orekhovo and Tokmak,” Vladimir 
Rogov, an official with Russian 
occupation authorities, wrote on 
the Telegram messaging service, 
referring to a locality known in 
Ukrainian as Orikhiv.

Alexander Sladkov, a corre-

spondent for Russian media, 
wrote on Telegram of “intense 
fighting” in the area.

“The enemy is undertaking in-
credible efforts, attacks. In vain. 
Our forces are holding on. The 
front line is stable,” he wrote.

The information could not be 
independently verified.

Ukraine’s army said only that 
“the adversary remains on the 
defensive” in Zaporizhzhia, in a 
Facebook post.

It said it destroyed four missiles 
and 10 drones, out of some 20 
that Russia had fired at “military 
installations and critical infra-
structure”.

Russia said on Thursday that its 
forces had fought a two-hour bat-

tle with Ukrainian troops in the 
early hours in the Zaporizhzhia 
region, which neighbours the 
flood-hit areas.

Russian Defence Minister Ser-
gei Shoigu said the Ukrainian of-
fensive involved 1,500 soldiers 
and 150 armoured vehicles.

“The enemy was stopped and 
retreated after heavy losses,” he 
said.

Ukrainian officials have said 
their forces are ready for a 
long-expected counteroffensive 
but that there would be no formal 
announcement when it begins.

Ukrainian Deputy Defence 
Minister Ganna Maliar said only 
that Russia was conducting “de-
fensive actions” near the town 
of Orikhiv in the Zaporizhzhia 
region.

Parallel to the fresh fighting, 
the destruction of the major Rus-
sian-held dam on the Dnipro Riv-
er on Tuesday left 600 square 
kilometres of the region under 
water.

Emergency services were rac-
ing to rescue people stranded by 
the flood-swollen waters of the 
Dnipro, which have forced thou-
sands to flee.

A dog walks on the debris of a destroyed building in the town of Orikhiv, in the 
Zaporizhzhia region (file photo)

The enemy is 
undertaking incredible 

efforts, attacks. In vain. 
Our forces are holding 

on. The front line is 
stable

ALEXANDER SLADKOV, A CORRESPONDENT FOR 
RUSSIAN MEDIA

Trump indicted in classified documents probe
AFP | Washington

Donald Trump said Thurs-
day he has been indicted 

over his handling of classified 
documents after leaving office, 
the US ex-president’s most se-
rious legal threat yet as a fire-
storm of criminal investigations 
imperil his bid for a second 
White House term.

“The corrupt Biden Ad-
ministration has informed 
my attorneys that I have been 
Indicted, seemingly over the 
Boxes Hoax,” Trump wrote on 
his Truth Social platform as he 
broke the bombshell news of a 
historic moment for the United 
States: the first time a sitting or 
former commander-in-chief 
has ever faced federal charges.

There was no immediate 
confirmation from the Justice 
Department regarding Trump’s 
assertion.

A Trump attorney,  Jim 
Trusty, told CNN his client has 
been indicted on seven charges 
including the willful retention 
of documents in violation of 
the Espionage Act, making false 
statements, obstruction of jus-
tice and a count of conspiracy.

Though the precise details of 
the charges were not immedi-
ately clear, people familiar with 
the matter told The New York 
Times the conspiracy charge 
was related to obstruction of 
justice.

In his post, Trump, who is 
running for president again, 
said he has been summoned to 
a federal courthouse in Miami 
next Tuesday -- the day before 

his 77th birthday.
“I never thought it possible 

that such a thing could happen 
to a former President of the 
United States,” he wrote.

His announcement came a 
day after US media said federal 
prosecutors had informed the 

former president’s lawyers that 
he is the target of the probe 
into his handling of classified 
documents.

He was already the first for-
mer or sitting president to be 
charged with a crime -- in his 
case over election-eve hush 
money payments to a porn 
star who said she had an affair 
with him. That indictment was 
handed down by Manhattan’s 
district attorney in March.

Smoke from Canadian wildfires detected in Norway
AFP | Washington

Smoke from Canadian wild-
fires has been detected 

thousands of kilometres away 
in Norway this week, the Scan-
dinavian country’s Climate and 
Environmental Research Insti-
tute NILU said yesterday.

“Very weak” concentrations 
of smoke particles have been 
detected since Monday, in par-
ticular at the Birkenes obser-
vatory in southern Norway, re-
searcher Nikolaos Evangeliou 
told AFP.

Measurements have varied 
depending on the fires’ inten-
sity, wind direction and pre-
cipitation.

“We don’t see serious peaks 
or large increases... so we don’t 
see any environmental issue 
(in Norway) nor serious health 
hazards either,” he added.

Larger and more power-
ful wildfires than ever have 
scorched some 3.8 million hec-
tares of Canadian forests and 
displaced tens of thousands of 
residents in recent weeks.

The scale is unprecedented, 
with some 2,300 fires registered 
so far this year.

Southern Norway, like much 
of northern Europe, has also 
experienced an unusually dry 
spring and early summer so far.

In southern Norway, no rain 
has fallen for 16 days and none 
is forecast for the coming days.

A three-week ban on fires in 
open spaces was introduced on 
Thursday.

Smoke from the West Kiskatinaw River and Peavine Creek wildfires in the 
Dawson Creek Zone, British Colombia, Canada

Former US President arrives to a Team Trump Volunteer Leadership Training 
in Grimes, Iowa

Larger and more 
powerful wildfires 

than ever have 
scorched some 3.8 
million hectares of 

Canadian forests and 
displaced tens of 

thousands of residents 
in recent weeks

The corrupt Biden 
Administration has 

informed my attorneys 
that I have been 

Indicted, seemingly 
over the Boxes Hoax. 

I never thought it 
possible that such a 

thing could happen to a 
former President of the 

United States
DONALD TRUMP

In a world where 
we suffered from a 

pandemic, wars and 
political situations, I 

think it is the moment 
to bring back the 

double luck
DUTCH ARTIST FLORENTIJN HOFMAN

I’ll continue to protest 
on Fridays, even though 

it’s not technically 
‘school striking’. We 
simply have no other 

option than to do 
everything we possibly 
can,” said the 20-year-
old, adding “the fight 

has only just begun
GRETA THUNBERG

A staff prepares a table before a 
meeting between Cuban foreign 
minister Bruno Rodriguez and his 
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in Beijing 
(file photo)

In a defiant video re-
leased after he shared 

the news, Trump re-
peatedly declared his 
innocence and framed 

the indictment as a 
form of election inter-

ference by a Justice 
Department “weap-

onized” by Joe Biden’s 
administration
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Third Crusade: Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick I Barbarossa drowns while 
crossing the Saleph River (modern 
Turkey) leading an army to Jerusalem

A landslide dam on the Dadu Riv-
er caused by earthquake ten days 
earlier collapses, killing 100,000 
in the Sichuan province of China

Apple Com-
puter ships its 
first Apple II 
computers

The Spirit Rover is 
launched, beginning 
NASA’s Mars Explo-
ration Rover mission

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Greta Thunberg was 
only 15 when she be-

gan her “School strike 
for climate” in front of 
Sweden parliament in 

Stockholm

UK jets scrambled 
to escort Russian 
planes near NATO 
airspace: govt

AFP | London

British Royal Air Force 
fighter jets were twice 

scrambled over the course 
of 24 hours to intercept 
Russian aircraft flying close 
to NATO airspace, the Min-
istry of Defence in London 
said yesterday.

RAF Typhoons based in 
Estonia and Swedish Grip-
en fighters were on Thurs-
day evening scrambled to 
“intercept” a Russian Il-20 
reconnaissance aircraft and 
a Su-27 fighter jet “flying 
close to NATO and Swedish 
airspace”, the ministry said.

The Russian aircraft 
“were not complying with 
international norms by fail-
ing to communicate with 
the relevant Flight Infor-
mation Regions (FIRs)” but 
“remained in international 
airspace and flew in a pro-
fessional manner”, it added.

Two British Royal Air Force 
Typhoon FGR4 aircraft fly over 
RAF Waddington near Lincoln, 
England

Macron says ‘positive’ news on 
children hurt in France knife attack

AFP | Paris

French President Emmanuel 
Macron yesterday said the 

health of the preschool children 
badly wounded in a mass knife 
attack by a Syrian refugee was 
“heading in the right direction”, 
as police questioned the attacker.

Four children -- aged between 
22 months and three years old 
-- were stabbed Thursday in a 
playground in the Alpine town of 
Annecy, a normally idyllic lakeside 
spot popular with tourists.

While France was in shock over 
the blood-curdling attack, there 
was a deluge of praise on social 
media for rescue workers and a 
man hailed as a hero for chasing 
the attacker out of the area.

Prosecutors insisted they did 
not see a terror motive, but the 
rampage intensified tensions in 
France over immigration, with 
right-wing politicians seizing on 
the suspect’s origins.

Macron and his wife Brigitte 
arrived in the southeastern city of 
Grenoble, where three of the chil-
dren are being treated, and are to 
visit those who have “contributed 
in helping and supporting them”, 
the presidency said.

“Everything that I was told is 
heading in the right direction,” 
he said in Annecy after visiting 
the wounded toddlers in hospital, 
adding that news on their condi-
tion was positive.

He added after the visit: “At-
tacking children is the most bar-
baric act there is” but also made 
clear his “pride” over the work of 
rescuers.

French President Emmanuel Macron (L) shakes hands Henri (2nd R), the 24-year-old 
known as the ‘backpack hero’, who suffered minor stab wounds as he tried to stop the 
fleeing suspect

Attacking children is the 
most barbaric act there 

is
EMMANUEL MACRON

UK former PM Johnson rewards Brexit allies with honours
AFP | London

Boris Johnson’s long-await-
ed resignation honours list 

was published  yesterday, with 
the British former leader re-
warding his key Brexit allies 
and a hairdresser -- but not his 
father.

Rumours earlier this year 
that Stanley Johnson was in line 
for a knighthood, to make him 
“Sir Stanley”, sparked outrage, 
and fresh claims of cronyism.

But Johnson senior’s name 
was conspicuously left off the 
list.

British prime ministers rou-
tinely name close political as-

sociates and aides for honours 
when they leave office, and 
make appointments to the un-
elected upper chamber House 
of Lords.

Johnson’s delayed list comes 
after he was forced out last July 
by a series of scandals, includ-
ing Covid lockdown-breaking 
parties at Downing Street, and 
finally left in September.

The highest award was to Bill 
Cash, who will become a com-
panion of honour.

Boris Johnson


