
Musk’s misleading election posts viewed 1.2 bln times: study
AFP | New York

False or misleading US elec-
tion claims posted on X by 

Elon Musk have amassed near-
ly 1.2 billion views this year, a 
watchdog reported Thursday, 
highlighting the billionaire’s 
potential influence on the high-
ly polarized White House race.

Ahead of the November elec-
tion, researchers have raised 
alarm that X, formerly Twitter, 
is a hotbed of political misin-
formation.

They have also flagged that 
Musk, who purchased the 
platform in 2022 and is a vo-
cal backer of Donald Trump, 
appears to be swaying voters 

by spreading falsehoods on his 
personal account.

Researchers from the Center 
for Countering Digital Hate 
(CCDH) identified 50 posts since 

January by Musk –- who has 
more than 193 million followers 
on the social media site -- with 
election claims debunked by 
independent fact-checkers.

None of the posts displayed 
a “Community Note,” a crowd-
sourced moderation tool that 
X has promoted as the way for 
users to add context to posts, 
CCDH said, raising questions 
about its effectiveness to com-
bat falsehoods.

“Elon Musk is abusing his 
privileged position as owner of 
a... politically influential social 
media platform to sow disinfor-
mation that generates discord 
and distrust,” warned CCDH 
chief executive Imran Ahmed.

Almost a new ‘heist of 
the century’ in Argentina

AFP | Buenos Aires

It could have been a new 
heist of the century -- if it 

hadn’t been for a metal rod 
popping up in the middle of a 
cobblestone street.

Authorities in San Isidro, 
Argentina -- location of the 
fabled 2006 “heist of the cen-
tury” -- announced Thursday 
that they had prevented a re-
peat crime.

On Wednesday, a parked 
driver heard a noise in the 
chassis of his car that turned 
out to be caused by the rod 
emerging from the street sur-
face.

After police arrived at the 
scene on the northern out-
skirts of Buenos Aires, an ex-
cavation found a tunnel be-
ginning in a warehouse about 
220 meters from a branch of 
Macro bank.

Large amount of earth had 
been moved and extraction 
machines were discovered.

The tunnel was lined with 

wood, had ventilation and 
electric light, and ended al-
most at the door of the bank, 
according to police. So far, po-
lice have not found the would-
be robbers.

Investigators said construc-
tion took between six and nine 
months, and called the tunnel 
an engineering feat “better 
than the one El Chapo Guz-
man” used to escape from pris-
on in 2015 in Mexico.

The incident was reminis-
cent of the so-called “heist 
of the century,” which took 
place in 2006 in the same up-
market town, when criminals, 
with meticulous planning, 
stole nearly $19 million from 
a bank and escaped through a  
tunnel.

In that robbery, which 
spawned books, TV series and 
films, the robbers used toy 
weapons and left a note in the 
vault that read “In a neighbor-
hood of rich people, with no 
weapons or grudges, it’s just 
money.”

A MAN MUST NOT DENY HIS 
MANIFEST ABILITIES, FOR THAT IS 
TO EVADE HIS OBLIGATIONS
WILLIAM FEATHER
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We need a ceasefire 
in Gaza now. That’s 

the only way to save lives, 
restore hope for peace, 
and secure the return of 
hostages. Thus I strongly 
support the efforts led by 
the U.S., Egypt, and Qatar 
to help achieve the peace 
and stability the region 
needs.

@vonderleyen

In Kursk, Ukraine shows 
Putin’s vulnerabilities, 

while treating Russian 
civilians with respect 
Putin’s army isn’t capa-
ble of. …meanwhile Putin 
continues to bomb ordi-
nary civilians in grocery 
stores… The international 
community must #Stand-
WithUkraine

@guyverhofstadt

Too many lives have 
been lost in Gaza. The 

destruction must stop, and 
hostages must be released. 
The region is on the brink 
of a terrible conflict. We 
urgently need a ceasefire. 
Full support to the U.S., 
Egypt, and Qatar in their 
mediation efforts.

@CharlesMichel

My number one pri-
ority is to make sure 

our communities are safe. 
Thanks to our police forc-
es, those who participate 
in violence online and 
offline will face the full 
force of the law.

@Keir_Starmer

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Thailand’s main 
opposition party 
relaunched with a new 

leader and name yesterday, two days 
after it was disbanded by the nation’s 
top court for campaigning to reform 
defamation laws. The new party will be 
led by tech entrepreneur Natthaphong 
Ruengpanyawut, 37, and known as 
“Prachachon”, or “People” in English, a 
spokesperson told journalists in Bangkok. 

“I have been elected to become the leader of the party,” Natthaphong said. 
“Our mission is to set up the ‘change’ government for the 2027 election.” The 
Constitutional Court in Bangkok voted unanimously on Wednesday to dissolve the 
Move Forward Party (MFP), the vanguard of the country’s youthful pro-democracy 
movement, and ban its executive board members from politics for 10 years.

 u The former chairman 
of the Philippines election 
commission was indicted 
by a US federal grand jury in Florida on Thursday 
for allegedly taking bribes from a company that 
provided voting machines for the country’s 2016 
elections. Andres “Andy” Bautista, 60, faces one count of 
conspiracy to commit money laundering and three counts of 
international laundering of monetary instruments, the Justice Department said in 
a statement. Three executives of the voting machine company were also indicted 
for their roles in an “alleged bribery and money laundering scheme to retain and 
obtain business related to the 2016 Philippine elections,” it said.

 u Brazil and Nicaragua expelled 
each others’ ambassadors on 
Thursday, as souring relations 

between the two Latin American nations 
deepened into a fresh diplomatic feud. 
A Brazilian diplomatic source told AFP the 
latest flareup in tensions came after Brazil’s 
ambassador to Nicaragua skipped an official 
ceremony in Managua. The event was the 19 
July commemoration of Nicaragua’s Sandinista 
revolution that would eventually lead to 

President Daniel Ortega coming to power, several exiled Nicaraguan opposition 
media reported. Brazil’s ambassador was not the only diplomat absent from 
the ceremony, the source noted. Nicaragua nonetheless asked the Brazilian 
ambassador to leave the country, leading Brasilia to reciprocate on Thursday.

Disbanded Thai opposition party 
relaunches under new name, leader

Brazil, Nicaragua expel 
each others’ ambassadors

Ex-Philippines election 
official facing US bribery charges

Elon Musk speaks at the Milken 
Institute’s Global Conference in 
Beverly Hills, California (file photo)

A hole in the street in front of a Banco Macro branch in San Isidro -- 
Argentine

Russia scrambles troops, arms 
to counter Ukraine incursion

Ukraine advances into Kursk, Russia retaliates with deadly missile strikes

• Ukrainian push into 
Russia’s Kursk region with 
1,000 troops and tanks

• Moscow sends 
artillery, tanks, and troops 
to bolster defenses

• Thousands flee Kursk 
region as Ukrainian 
forces advance

AFP | Washington

Russia said yesterday it was 
deploying more troops and 
munitions to a border re-

gion where Ukraine had mount-
ed a major ground offensive, as 
Ukraine said a Russian strike on 
a supermarket in its east killed 
11 people.

Kyiv’s troops have been driving 
into Russia’s western Kursk re-
gion since Tuesday in a surprise 
offensive that appears to be the 
most significant attack on Rus-
sian soil since Moscow invaded 
in February 2022.

Russia’s defence ministry said 
it was sending columns of mili-
tary hardware, including rocket 
launchers, artillery, tanks and 
heavy trucks to reinforce its de-
fences in the region, state media 
reported.

Around 1,000 Ukrainian troops 
and more than two dozen ar-
moured vehicles and tanks were 
involved in the initial attack, 
according to Russia’s estimates, 
although it has since claimed to 
have destroyed many more pieces 
of equipment.

Kyiv has not officially taken re-
sponsibility, but Ukrainian Presi-

dent Volodymyr Zelensky said in 
an address Thursday that Russia 
needed to “feel” the consequences 
of its invasion.

Both sides also stepped up 
aerial attacks behind the front-
lines yesterday.

A Russian missile strike on a 
supermarket in the east Ukrain-
ian town of Kostyantynivka in 
the middle of the day killed at 
least 11 people and wounded 44, 
Ukraine’s State Emergency Ser-
vice said.

The town is about 13 kilometres 
(eight miles) from the nearest 
Russian positions.

“Russia will be held accounta-
ble for this terror,” Zelensky said 
in a post on Telegram.

AFP journalists on the scene saw 
dozens of people fleeing as police 
officers warned of a potential sec-
ond strike.

 ‘The war has come to us’ 
Ukraine’s surprise offensive 

into the Kursk region appeared 

to catch Russia off guard, with 
some analysts suggesting Kyiv 
was hoping to divert resources 
and relieve pressure on parts of 
the frontline where Moscow is 
advancing.

Influential Russian military 
bloggers have blasted army lead-
ers for failing to spot or quash the 
incursion.

Senior Kyiv officials have 
stayed largely tight-lipped, al-
though Zelensky alluded to the 
attack on Thursday.

“Everyone can see that the 
Ukraine army knows how to sur-
prise and knows how to achieve 
results,” he said.

Moscow has not presented de-
tailed information on the extent 
of the Ukrainian advance.

It said yesterday it had struck 
Ukrainian positions on the west-
ern edge of Sudzha, a town around 
eight kilometres (five miles) from 
the border that appeared to be the 
focus of Kyiv’s offensive.

Several Russian media outlets 
shared a video purporting to show 
residents from the town appeal-
ing to President Vladimir Putin 
for help, warning that many were 
unable to evacuate.

Japan PM scraps overseas trip 
after ‘megaquake’ advisory

AFP | Tokyo

Japan’s Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida yesterday 

cancelled a trip to Central 
Asia after earthquake sci-
entists warned the country 
should prepare for a possible 
“megaquake”.

The Japan Meteorologi-
cal Agency (JMA) issued the 
advisory on Thursday after 
eight people were injured by 
a tremor of magnitude 7.1 in 
the south.

Kishida was due yesterday 
to travel to Kazakhstan, Uz-
bekistan and Mongolia and 
had planned to attend a re-
gional summit.

“As the prime minister with 
the highest responsibility for 
crisis management, I decided I 
should stay in Japan for at least 
a week,” he told reporters.

Kishida added that the 
public must be feeling “very 
anxious” after the JMA issued 

its first advisory under a new 
system drawn up following a 
major magnitude 9.0 earth-
quake in 2011 which triggered 
a deadly tsunami and nuclear 
disaster.

“The likelihood of a new 
major earthquake is higher 
than normal, but this is not an 
indication that a major earth-
quake will definitely occur,” 
the JMA said.

Traffic lights and cars shook 
and dishes fell off shelves dur-
ing Thursday’s earthquake off 
the southern island of Kyushu, 
but no serious damage was 
reported.

The Fire and Disaster Man-
agement Agency said eight 
people were hurt -- including 
several hit by falling objects.

Sitting on top of four major 
tectonic plates, the Japanese 
archipelago of 125 million peo-
ple sees some 1,500 quakes 
every year, most of them mi-
nor.

A cyclist navigates through traffic in the business district of Otemachi in 
central Tokyo

A Russian battle tank T-72 drives outside the town of Sudzha

Turkey bus crash kills 9, injures 26

AFP | Istanbul

A bus traveling between cit-
ies in Turkey swerved off 

a highway and slammed into 
an overpass pillar yesterday, 
killing nine people on board 
and injuring at least 26 others, 
the provincial governor said.

The crash occurred near 
the town of Polatli, some 80 
kilometers (50 miles) from the 
capital, Ankara, Gov. Vasip Sa-
hin told HaberTurk television 
station. The bus was traveling 
from Izmir in western Turkey 
to Agri in the east of the coun-

try, he said.
A deputy chief prosecutor 

was assigned to oversee an in-
vestigation into the cause of 
the crash, which led to the clo-
sure of one side of the highway, 
the state-run Anadolu Agency 
reported.

Sahin told reporters at scene 
of the crash that there were no 
skid marks on the road, sug-
gesting the driver might have 
dozed off.

There was no information on 
the conditions of the injured 
passengers, who were taken to 
hospitals in Polatli and Ankara.

Two Sri Lankan ministers 
sacked over defection
AFP | Colombo

Two government minis-
ters who defected from 

Sri Lanka’s main opposition 
were sacked from the cabinet 
yesterday, after the Supreme 
Court upheld disciplinary ac-

tion against them.
The decision came ahead 

of presidential elections next 
month, the first vote since the 
unprecedented economic cri-
sis of 2022, when months of 
protests toppled then-presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Wreckage of the bus is seen after the crash

Ukraine’s unexpected 
offensive in Kursk is 
one of the boldest 
moves since the 

war began. Analysts 
believe it aims to 

divert Russian military 
resources and relieve 

pressure on key 
battlefronts

KNOW WHAT

Maduro heads to 
Supreme Court hoping to 
cement disputed vote win

AFP | Caracas

President Nicolas Maduro is set 
to appear before Venezuela’s 

Supreme Court yesterday, as he 
asks the top judicial body to affirm 
his disputed reelection.

The court appearance comes 
as the country’s main opposition 
leader continues to challenge the 
July 28 vote, saying that she would 
offer Maduro “guarantees and in-
centives” for a “negotiated tran-
sition” of power which sees him 
leave office.

The nation has been in political 
crisis since election authorities 
declared Maduro the winner of last 
month’s poll, a decision questioned 
both domestically and abroad.

The National Electoral Council 
(CNE) has yet to release detailed 
results from the vote, while the 
opposition has released copies of 
84 percent of ballots cast, showing 
an easy win for their candidate, 
Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia. The 
government says those results are 
forged.

The Supreme Court -- widely 
seen as aligned with Maduro -- has 
summoned all presidential candi-
dates before it, though some of the 
opposition have refused to attend.

Nicolas Maduro

US envoy skips 
Nagasaki memorial 
after Israel snub

AFP | Tokyo

The US ambassador to 
Japan skipped a cere-

mony yesterday marking 
the 79th anniversary of the 
atomic bombing of Naga-
saki in protest at Israel not 
being invited.

Rahm Emanuel instead 
attended a prayer meeting 
at a Tokyo temple with 
Israeli ambassador Gilad 
Cohen and Britain’s Julia 
Longbottom, who also boy-
cotted the Nagasaki event.

On August 9, 1945, the 
United States dropped an 
atomic bomb on Nagasaki, 
killing 74,000 people in-
cluding many who survived 
the explosion but died later 
from radiation exposure.

The bomb fell three days 
after the first nuclear bomb 
hit Hiroshima and killed 
140,000 people. Japan an-
nounced its surrender in 
World War II on August 15, 
1945.

Former US ambassador 
John Roos in 2010 became 
the first American repre-
sentative to attend the Hi-
roshima commemoration 
and followed suit in Naga-
saki two years later.

A view of the Nagasaki memorial

612 BC 1497 18461675
Killing of 
Sinsharishkun, King 
of Assyrian Empire. 
Destruction of Nineveh

John Cabot 
tells King 
Henry VII of his 
trip to “Asia”

US Act of Congress passes 
establishing the Smithsonian 
Institution, now world’s largest 
museum and research complex

King Charles II and John 
Flamsteed lay the foundation 
stone of the Royal Observatory 
in Greenwich, London
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Trump offers three September debates against surging Harris
AFP | Washington

Donald Trump proposed 
three September debates 

against Kamala Harris Thurs-
day as he sought to wrest back 
some of the attention lavished 
on his rival since her blockbust-
er entry into the US presidential 
election.

Harris has ignited the Demo-
cratic ticket in the last 18 days, 
pulling in record fundraising 
and obliterating the Republican 
ex-president’s polling lead to 
open up a much broader path 
to victory than her party would 
have dared to hope for just a 
month ago.

The country’s first female, 
Black and South Asian vice 

president heads into the Dem-
ocratic National Convention 
in Chicago later this month on 
the back of a series of packed 

rallies that have won plaudits 
for a positive message that has 
reenergized the base.

Meanwhile Trump -- who 

addressed journalists at his 
oceanfront estate in Florida -- 
has found himself on unfamil-
iar ground as something of a 
bystander, eclipsed by Harris’s 
rise as he has scaled back his 
own campaigning.

“I hope she agrees,” Trump 
told journalists, after he said he 
had arranged debates with tel-
evision networks on September 
4, 10 and 25.

Harris responded Thursday 
that she would “look forward” 
to facing off on ABC News on 
September 10, a previously 
scheduled debate that the two 
campaigns had sparred over af-
ter Trump temporarily backed 
out.

Harris doesn’t back Israel arms embargo, aide says
AFP | London

Kamala Harris does not sup-
port an arms embargo on 

US ally Israel, a top aide said 
Thursday, in one of the first sub-
stantive statements on her Gaza 
war policy since her July entry 
to the 2024 White House race.

The comment came a day af-
ter the US vice president was 
heckled by pro-Palestinian pro-
testers at a rally for the first time 
since she became the Demo-
cratic candidate less than three 
weeks ago.

Harris also met with groups 
opposed to the war after the 
rally in Detroit, Michigan. Par-
ticipants reportedly said they 
brought up the issue of halting 
US arms supplies to Israel.

“She does not support an arms 
embargo on Israel,” Harris’s na-
tional security advisor Phil Gor-
don said on X.

He added that the vice pres-
ident “has been clear: she will 
always ensure Israel is able to 
defend itself against Iran and 

Iran-backed terrorist groups.”
Harris faces pressure from 

the left wing of the Democratic 
party to change course from 
President Joe Biden’s strong 
military and political support 
for Israel’s war in Gaza since 
the October 7 attacks by Hamas.

The issue is also critical in 
Michigan, a battleground state 
in November’s election with a 
large population of Arab Amer-
icans who are vocally opposed 
to the war.

In Detroit on Wednesday, 
Harris found herself repeatedly 
interrupted by Gaza protesters.

“If you want Donald Trump 
to win, then say that. Other-
wise, I’m speaking,” she said, 
her expression hardening as she 
sought to quell the disruptions.

Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks 
during a press conference at his Mar-a-Lago estate

US Vice President and Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris speaks 
during a campaign rally in Romulus, Michigan

New finds in treasure-laden shipwreck off Colombia
AFP | Bogota

New artifacts have been 
found on the legend-

ary Spanish galleon San Jose, 
Colombia’s government an-
nounced Thursday, after the 
first robotic exploration of the 
three-century-old shipwreck.

In February, the Colombi-
an government announced it 
would begin extractions from 
the ship off its Caribbean coast, 
with the wreckage believed to 
be holding treasures worth bil-
lions of dollars.

“Results of this exploration 
have revealed an unprece-
dented set of archaeological 
evidence, which has greatly 
expanded our knowledge,” 
the institutions in charge of 
exploring the wreck said in a  
statement.

It said a robot surveyed the 
wreck, whose exact location 
has been kept secret since its 
discovery in 2015, between May 
23 and June 1.

“Although a concentration 
of archaeological remains was 

detected in 2022 in the area of 
the shipwreck, the recent ex-
ploration has allowed to char-
acterize these accumulations in 
more detail and to discover new 
isolated elements,” the state-
ment said.

Cannons of the wrecked Spanish galleon San Jose, off the coast of Cartagena, 
in the Caribbean Sea, Colombia


