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e town of Sudzha

dent Volodymyr Zelensky said in
an address Thursday that Russia
needed to “feel” the consequences
of its invasion.

Both sides also stepped up
aerial attacks behind the front-
lines yesterday.

A Russian missile strike on a
supermarket in the east Ukrain-
ian town of Kostyantynivka in
the middle of the day killed at
least 11 people and wounded 44,
Ukraine’s State Emergency Ser-
vice said.

The town is about 13 kilometres
(eight miles) from the nearest
Russian positions.

Ukraine’s unexpected
offensive in Kursk is
one of the boldest
moves since the
war began. Analysts
believe it aims to
divert Russian military
resources and relieve
pressure on key
battlefronts

“Russia will be held accounta-
ble for this terror,” Zelensky said
in a post on Telegram.

AFP journalists on the scene saw
dozens of people fleeing as police
officers warned of a potential sec-
ond strike.

‘The war has come to us’

Ukraine’s surprise offensive
into the Kursk region appeared

to catch Russia off guard, with
some analysts suggesting Kyiv
was hoping to divert resources
and relieve pressure on parts of
the frontline where Moscow is
advancing.

Influential Russian military
bloggers have blasted army lead-
ers for failing to spot or quash the
incursion.

Senior Kyiv officials have
stayed largely tight-lipped, al-
though Zelensky alluded to the
attack on Thursday.

“Everyone can see that the
Ukraine army knows how to sur-
prise and knows how to achieve
results,” he said.

Moscow has not presented de-
tailed information on the extent
of the Ukrainian advance.

It said yesterday it had struck
Ukrainian positions on the west-
ern edge of Sudzha, a town around
eight kilometres (five miles) from
the border that appeared to be the
focus of Kyiv’s offensive.

Several Russian media outlets
shared a video purporting to show
residents from the town appeal-
ing to President Vladimir Putin
for help, warning that many were
unable to evacuate.

Turkey bus crash kill 9, injures 26

P

Wreckage of the bus is seen after the crash

AFP | Istanbul

bus traveling between cit-
ies in Turkey swerved off
a highway and slammed into
an overpass pillar yesterday,
killing nine people on board
and injuring at least 26 others,
the provincial governor said.
The crash occurred near
the town of Polatli, some 80
kilometers (50 miles) from the
capital, Ankara, Gov. Vasip Sa-
hin told HaberTurk television
station. The bus was traveling
from Izmir in western Turkey
to Agri in the east of the coun-

try, he said.

A deputy chief prosecutor
was assigned to oversee an in-
vestigation into the cause of
the crash, which led to the clo-
sure of one side of the highway,
the state-run Anadolu Agency
reported.

Sahin told reporters at scene
of the crash that there were no
skid marks on the road, sug-
gesting the driver might have
dozed off.

There was no information on
the conditions of the injured
passengers, who were taken to
hospitals in Polatli and Ankara.

Two Sri Lankan ministers
sacked over defection

AFP | Colombo

wo government minis-
ters who defected from
Sri Lanka’s main opposition
were sacked from the cabinet
yesterday, after the Supreme
Court upheld disciplinary ac-

tion against them.

The decision came ahead
of presidential elections next
month, the first vote since the
unprecedented economic cri-
sis of 2022, when months of
protests toppled then-presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Trump offers three S

AFP | Washington

onald Trump proposed

three September debates
against Kamala Harris Thurs-
day as he sought to wrest back
some of the attention lavished
on his rival since her blockbust-
er entry into the US presidential
election.

Harris has ignited the Demo-
cratic ticket in the last 18 days,
pulling in record fundraising
and obliterating the Republican
ex-president’s polling lead to
open up a much broader path
to victory than her party would
have dared to hope for just a
month ago.

The country’s first female,
Black and South Asian vice

T

Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks
during a press conference at his Mar-a-Lago estate

president heads into the Dem-
ocratic National Convention
in Chicago later this month on
the back of a series of packed

rallies that have won plaudits

for a positive message that has

reenergized the base.
Meanwhile Trump -- who

eptember debates against surging Harris

addressed journalists at his
oceanfront estate in Florida --
has found himself on unfamil-
iar ground as something of a
bystander, eclipsed by Harris’s
rise as he has scaled back his
own campaigning.

“I hope she agrees,” Trump
told journalists, after he said he
had arranged debates with tel-
evision networks on September
4,10 and 25.

Harris responded Thursday
that she would “look forward”
to facing off on ABC News on
September 10, a previously
scheduled debate that the two
campaigns had sparred over af-
ter Trump temporarily backed
out.

Harris doesn’t back Israel arms embargo, aide says

AFP | London

Kamala Harris does not sup-
port an arms embargo on
Us ally Israel, a top aide said
Thursday, in one of the first sub-
stantive statements on her Gaza
war policy since her July entry
to the 2024 White House race.

The comment came a day af-
ter the US vice president was
heckled by pro-Palestinian pro-
testers at a rally for the first time
since she became the Demo-
cratic candidate less than three
weeks ago.

Harris also met with groups
opposed to the war after the
rally in Detroit, Michigan. Par-
ticipants reportedly said they
brought up the issue of halting
US arms supplies to Israel.

US Vice President and Democratic presidential candidate Kamala Harris speaks
during a campaign rally in Romulus, Michigan

“She does not support an arms
embargo on Israel,” Harris’s na-
tional security advisor Phil Gor-
don said on X.

He added that the vice pres-
ident “has been clear: she will
always ensure Israel is able to
defend itself against Iran and

Iran-backed terrorist groups.”

Harris faces pressure from
the left wing of the Democratic
party to change course from
President Joe Biden’s strong
military and political support
for Israel’s war in Gaza since
the October 7 attacks by Hamas.

The issue is also critical in
Michigan, a battleground state
in November’s election with a
large population of Arab Amer-
icans who are vocally opposed
to the war.

In Detroit on Wednesday,
Harris found herself repeatedly
interrupted by Gaza protesters.

“If you want Donald Trump
to win, then say that. Other-
wise, I'm speaking,” she said,
her expression hardening as she
sought to quell the disruptions.

Us envoy skips
Nagasaki memorial
after Israel snub

A view of the Nagasaki memorial
AFP | Tokyo

he US ambassador to

Japan skipped a cere-
mony yesterday marking
the 79th anniversary of the
atomic bombing of Naga-
saki in protest at Israel not
being invited.

Rahm Emanuel instead
attended a prayer meeting
at a Tokyo temple with
Israeli ambassador Gilad
Cohen and Britain’s Julia
Longbottom, who also boy-
cotted the Nagasaki event.

On August 9, 1945, the
United States dropped an
atomic bomb on Nagasaki,
killing 74,000 people in-
cluding many who survived
the explosion but died later
from radiation exposure.

The bomb fell three days
after the first nuclear bomb
hit Hiroshima and killed
140,000 people. Japan an-
nounced its surrender in
World War 11 on August 15,
1945.

Former US ambassador
John Roos in 2010 became
the first American repre-
sentative to attend the Hi-
roshima commemoration
and followed suit in Naga-
saki two years later.
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y number one pri-

ority is to make sure

our communities are safe.

Thanks to our police forc-

es, those who participate

in violence online and

offline will face the full
force of the law.

@Keir_Starmer
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00 many lives have
been lost in Gaza. The
destruction must stop, and
hostages must be released.
The region is on the brink
of a terrible conflict. We
urgently need a ceasefire.
Full support to the U.S.,
Egypt, and Qatar in their
mediation efforts.
@charlesMichel

‘ N Te need a ceasefire
in Gaza now. That’s
the only way to save lives,
restore hope for peace,
and secure the return of
hostages. Thus I strongly
support the efforts led by
the U.S., Egypt, and Qatar
to help achieve the peace
and stability the region
needs.
@vonderleyen

n Kursk, Ukraine shows
Putin’s vulnerabilities,
while treating Russian
civilians with respect
Putin’s army isn’t capa-
ble of. ..meanwhile Putin
continues to bomb ordi-
nary civilians in grocery
stores... The international
community must #Stand-
WithUkraine
@guyverhofstadt
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