
Britain mourns Queen Elizabeth
People gather outside Buckingham Palace and other royal sites across the UK as a 10-day mourning period begins for the queen

AP | London

Bells tolled across Britain 
yesterday and mourners 
flocked to palace gates to 

honour Queen Elizabeth II as the 
country prepared for a new age 
under a new king. Around the 
world, her exceptional reign was 
commemorated, celebrated and 
debated.

As the country began a 10-day 
mourning period, people around 
the globe gathered at British 
embassies to pay homage to the 
queen, who died Thursday at Bal-
moral Castle in Scotland.

In London and at military sites 
across the United Kingdom, spe-
cial guns fired 96 shots in an elab-
orate, 16-minute salute marking 
each year of the queen’s life.

In Britain and across its former 
colonies, the widespread admi-
ration for Elizabeth herself was 
occasionally mixed with scorn for 
the institution and the imperial 

history she symbolized.
As the second Elizabethan Age 

came to a close, hundreds of peo-
ple arrived through the night to 
leave flowers outside the gates of 
Buckingham Palace and other roy-
al residences. Some came simply to 
pause and reflect.

Finance worker Giles Cudmore 
said the queen had “just been a 
constant through everything, 
everything good and bad.”

At Holyrood Palace in 
Edinburgh, mourner 
April Hamilton stood 
w i t h  h e r  y o u n g 
daughter, strug-
gling to hold back 
tears.

“It’s just such 
a  m o m entous 
change that is 
going to hap-
pen,” she 
said. “I’m 
t r y i n g 
to hold 
i t  t o -
gether 
today.”

Every-
day politics 
was put on hold, with 
lawmakers  paying 

tribute to the monarch in Parlia-
ment over two days, beginning 
with a special session where Truss 
called the queen “the nation’s 
greatest diplomat.” Senior law-
makers will also take an oath to 
King Charles III.

Meanwhile, many sporting and 
cultural events were canceled 
as a mark of respect, and some 
businesses — including Selfridges 
department store and the Lego-
land amusement park — shut their 
doors. The 
Bank 
o f 

England postponed its meet-
ing by a week.

Archbishop of Canterbury 
Justin Welby said, “A part 

of our lives we’ve 
taken for granted 

as being per-
m a n e n t 
i s  n o 
l o n g e r 
there.”

B u t 
w h i l e 
E l i z -

a b e t h ’ s 
d e a t h  p o r-

tends a monumental shift for some, 
day-to-day life in Britain went on 
in other respects, with children in 
school and adults at work, facing 
concerns about inflation.

After a vigil in Edinburgh, the 
queen’s coffin will be brought to 
London, and she will lie in state for 
several days before her funeral in 
Westminster Abbey.

Elizabeth was Britain’s long-
est-reigning monarch and a sym-
bol of constancy in a turbulent era 
that saw the decline of the British 
empire and disarray in her family.

The impact of Elizabeth’s loss 
will be unpredictable. She helped 
stabilize and modernize the mon-
archy across decades of enormous 
social change, but its relevance in 
the 21st century has often been 
called into question. The public’s 
abiding affection for the queen 
had helped sustain support for 
the monarchy during the family 
scandals, but Charles is nowhere 
near as popular.

“Charles can never replace her, 
you know,” said 31-year-old Lon-
doner Mariam Sherwani.

Like many, she referred to Eliza-
beth as a grandmother figure. Oth-
ers compared her to their mothers 
or great-grandmothers.

But around the world, her pass-
ing revealed conflicting emotions 
about the nation and institutions 
she represented.

In Ireland, some soccer fans 
cheered.

In India, once the “jewel in 
the crown” of the British empire, 
entrepreneur Dhiren Singh de-
scribed his own personal sadness 
at her death, but added, “I do not 
think we have any place for kings 
and queens in today’s world.”

For some, Elizabeth was a queen 
whose coronation glittered with 
shards of a stunning 3,106-carat 
diamond pulled from grim south-
ern African mines, a monarch 
who inherited an empire they  
resented.

OBSTACLES ARE THINGS A PERSON 
SEES WHEN HE TAKES HIS EYES OFF 
HIS GOAL
E. JOSEPH COSSMAN
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Londoners and visi-
tors have come to-

gether to pay tribute to 
Her Majesty Queen Eliz-
abeth II. We’re immense-
ly grateful for Her Majes-
ty’s 70 years of service to 
our nation and the legacy 
our longest serving sov-
ereign leaves behind.

@SadiqKhan

Today, we are unit-
ed in mourning for 

Queen Elizabeth II, our 
country’s greatest mon-
arch. Though our Eliz-
abethan age is now at an 
end, her legacy will live 
on forever.

@Keir_Starmer

She showed the world 
not just how to reign 

over a people, she showed 
the world how to give, 
how to love and how to 
serve. It was that indom-
itability, that humour, that 
work ethic, that sense of 
history which together 
made her Elizabeth the 
Great.

@BorisJohnson

On behalf of a griev-
ing nation I offer my 

deepest condolences on 
the passing of Her Maj-
esty. She was the rock on 
which modern Britain 
was built. The thoughts 
of this government and 
this nation are with His 
Majesty The King and 
his family.

@trussliz

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Former 
US President 
Donald 

Trump’s team may not have returned 
all the classified records removed 
from the White House at the end of his 
presidency even after an FBI search of 
his home, US prosecutors warned, calling 
it a potential national security risk that 
needs investigation. That revelation came 
in a Justice Department court filing asking 
US District Judge Aileen Cannon to let it 

continue reviewing about 100 classified records seized by the FBI at Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago estate while it investigates whether classified documents were illegally 
removed from the White House and improperly stored there. 

 u Italy’s right-wing 
bloc is on track to win 
a clear majority in both 
houses of parliament at this month’s election, 
according to studies based on the final opinion 
polls before a ban on their publication kicks in 
today. The far-right Brothers of Italy which dominates 
the conservative alliance is set to be the largest single 
party at the Sept. 25 vote, according to the latest 
surveys which show it widening its lead over the centre-left Democratic Party 
(PD). A study by the Cattaneo Institute think tank, based on polls conducted up to 
Aug. 31, suggests the conservative bloc could elect at least 258 lawmakers out of 
400 in the Chamber of Deputies, and 131 out of 200 in the Senate.

 u China’s ruling 
Communist Party will 
amend its constitution 

next month during a leadership reshuffle 
held over five years, a move that some 
analysts said could consolidate President 
Xi Jinping’s authority and stature within 
the party. State news agency Xinhua said 
yesterday that the Politburo discussed a 
draft amendment to the party constitution in 
a meeting chaired by Xi, without specifying 

the changes. Xi is widely expected to break with precedent at the congress that 
starts on Oct. 16 and secure a third five-year leadership term, cementing his 
status as China’s most powerful leader since Mao Zedong, founder of the People’s 
Republic.

 u New 
York 
Governor Kathy Hochul declared a state disaster 
emergency yesterday after samples of the polio 
virus were discovered in wastewater in three 
counties outside of New York City. Hochul’s 
executive order came more than a month after an 
adult in Rockland County, north of New York City, 
was diagnosed with the disease in July. It was the first confirmed case of polio in 
the United States in nearly a decade. The declaration would expand the number 
of people authorized to administer polio vaccines and other steps to accelerate 
inoculation rates. The state of emergency will stay in effect until October 9.

US reveals more classified records 
may be missing in Trump probe

China’s Communist Party to amend 
its constitution at October congress

Italy’s right heads for clear 
election victory, final polls indicate

New York governor declares disaster 
emergency after polio found in wastewater

The Queen 
Who Stood For 
Climate Action

KOTA SRIRAJ

The 8th of September saw the end of an era as Queen 
Elizabeth the second, Britain’s long serving mon-
arch breathed her last in Britain. The Queen who 

saw the appointment of 15 Prime Ministers of UK in her 
era, the recent most being Liz Truss, was a remarkable 
personality who stood witness to a kaleidoscope of world 
events such as the Second World War . The stunning span 
of the Queen’s reign included some milestones of history 
such as the term of Winston Churchill as Prime Minis-
ter and the era of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 
The Queen’s  96 
years of life jour-
ney almost seems 
unreal, given the 
scores of global 
events the mon-
arch was witness 
to. 

Queen Elizabeth 
was passionate 
about her health 
as is evident in 
her longevity, but 
she was also very 
passionate about 
nature and en-
vironment.  For 
a person born in 
1926 when envi-
ronmental con-
cerns were a far off 
worry, the Queen 
quickly adapted 
to the  awareness 
of worsening en-
vironment  and 
climate change. 
As a result the 
British monarchy 
officially discontinued the use of fur’s in designing the 
royal wardrobe and increased the use of hybrid cars 
in the royal motor pool of the Buckingham Palace. 
Additionally, curbs were also placed to limit the use 
of private jets by the members of the royal family, her 
included. These were some of the first active steps tak-
en by the Queen to rein in the carbon footprint of the  
monarchy.

The Queen also kept a watchful eye over how much 
non-renewable energy was used across her estates, 
monitoring consumption through a network of 60 smart 
meters. Furthermore, in an initiative to cut down power 
usage, energy-efficient LED lighting, which promised to 
use 86 per cent less electricity,  were installed in the royal 
estates at the Queens insistence. It is also interesting to 
know that the Queen’s estate is also not heated by the 
National Grid of Great Britain, instead the Buckingham 
Palace and Windsor castle both use combined heat and 
power plants and boilers to convert natural gas into 
electricity. 

Queen Elizabeth has always been known as an action 
oriented person. At the United Nations climate change 
summit held in 2021, the Queen remarked that “the 
time for words has now moved to the time for action”, 
as she urged world leaders to think of future genera-
tions when negotiating a deal to limit global warming. 
She urged the global leaders to shun “the politics of 
the moment” and focus on the environmental needs 
of the hour. This she said, would help “our children’s 
children”. The Queen emphasised that the effects of 
climate change are threatening the livelihoods of many 
people and communities, especially the poorest and 
those who are weak and therefore less able to adapt and  
adjust. 

The Queen’s passionate attachment with environmen-
tal conservation helped raise global awareness regarding 
the debilitating impact of climate change and enabled the 
world to fight against pollution and emissions.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article 
are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect 
the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)
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People react outside Buckingham Palace
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George Washington asks for 
a spy volunteer, Nathan Hale 
volunteers

American Naval Commander 
Oliver Hazard Perry defeats 
the British in Battle of Lake 
Erie

Elias Howe takes out a 
US patent for a lock-
stitch sewing machine

Leopold and Loeb found 
guilty of the murder of Robert 
Franks in Chicago in the “the 
crime of the century”

Crowds gather outside Buckingham Palace after the announcementA woman helps a small boy to lay down a flower at Buckingham Palace
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Six gifts Queen Elizabeth II received from Arab world leaders

Arab News | Dubai

HM King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, King of Bahrain

HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa presented Elizabeth with two 
purebred Arabian horses at the 
2013 Royal Windsor Horse Show.

The Queen was presented with 
two Bahraini arabians, in recogni-
tion of her efforts to promote Bah-
raini-British relations and bolster 
deep-rooted historic cooperation.

The famed Bahraini purebred 
arabian horses, rarely found out-

side the Kingdom, have been pre-
served for years by the rulers of 
Bahrain, the Al Khalifa dynasty.

HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa presented the Queen 
with the Royal Team gift of a mod-
el miniature carriage, driven by 
Arabian horses, along with an art-
work featuring Shaikh Salman and 
Windsor Forts linked by a genuine 
Bahraini sword.

Sultan Qaboos (Oman)
In 2010, former ruler of Oman 
Sultan Qaboos bin Said presented 
the queen with a 12-inch vase en-

graved in 21-carat gold, and a gold 
Faberge egg that opened to reveal 
a tiny toy horse.

Sheikh Khalifa  (Qatar)

In 1985, Qatar’s ruler at the time, 
Sheikh Khalifa bin Hamad Al-
Thani, gave the queen a diamond 
necklace with a centerpiece of two 
large rubies. 

Sheikh Rashid (Dubai)

In 1979, Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed 
Al-Maktoum, ruler of Dubai at the 
time, gifted Elizabeth diamond and 
sapphire jewelry, a solid-gold sculp-
ture of a camel, and two palm trees.

King Faisal (Saudi Arabia)

In 1967, Saudi Arabia’s King Faisal 
gifted the British monarch a neck-
lace with 300 diamonds, including 
baguettes and brilliants, weighing 
more than 80 carats. 

King Farouk (Egypt)

Egypt’s King Farouk gifted the 
queen a gold necklace in 1947 that 
dated back to the third century and 
incorporated one of the earliest 
Egyptian coins.

HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa (L) and Queen Elizabeth II attend the Endurance 
event of the Royal Windsor Horse Show in Windsor Great Park

Queen Elizabeth ll and Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa (1933-1999), the Emir of Bahrain, 
exchanging gifts at the Gudaibiya Palace, as part of the Queen’s tour of the Gulf States 
in 1979 (credits: Albawaba)

HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa (L) with Queen Elizabeth II at at her 90th birthday 
celebrations

Queen Elizabeth II with Isa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa (L), the Emir of Bahrain and HM 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa (R)
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

814,278 +86 9,313 +1 801,436 3,529

UAE 1,018,779 +398 2,342 998,341 3,510

Kuwait 657,745 2,563 654,870 312

Oman 397,846 4,260 384,669 8,917

Qatar 434,714 +561 682 +1 429,161 4,871

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 96,959,165 1,074,787

2 India 44,484,729 528,121

3 France 34,682,193 154,468

4 Brazil 34,545,816 684,685

5 Germany 32,386,089 148,098 

6 S. Korea 23,864,560 27,313

7 UK 23,554,519 189,026

8 Italy 22,004,612 176,098

9 Russia 19,908,189 385,069

10 Japan 19,882,393 42,101

11 Turkey 16,797,750 100,840

12 Spain 13,358,722 112,923 

13 Vietnam 11,435,472 43,126

14 Australia 10,111,190 14,359
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