
Miss Universe owner files for 
bankruptcy in Thailand
AFP | Bangkok

The Thai media company 
that owns the Miss Uni-

verse beauty pageant brand 
said yesterday it has filed for 
bankruptcy while it tries to 
resolve a “liquidity problem”.

JKN Global Group made the 
announcement in a statement 
to the Thai Stock Exchange 
two months after it missed a 
deadline to repay bonds worth 
around $12 million.

The company, owned by 
media mogul and transgender 
rights campaigner Anne Jaka-
pong Jakrajutatip, bought the 
pageant -- previously owned 
by former US president Don-
ald Trump -- in 2022 for $20 
million.

JKN’s statement said its 
board of directors agreed on 
Tuesday to submit a business 
rehabilitation plan to the king-
dom’s bankruptcy court.

“Submitting the rehabilita-
tion petition will effectively 
solve the Company’s liquidity 
problem under legal mecha-

nism and provide fair protec-
tion to all stakeholders,” the 
statement said.

Operations will continue un-
der the plan, it added.

J K N’s  s h a re  p r i c e  h a s 
dropped by nearly 80 percent 
over the past 12 months, stand-
ing at 0.77 baht yesterday.
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Thank you @Em-
manuelMacron for 

convening this confer-
ence on Gaza. The EU is 
the largest donor to the 
Palestinian people. We 
are committed to the hu-
manitarian needs of the 
civilians in Gaza

@vonderleyen

Met with Republic of 
Korea @FMPark-

Jin here in Seoul. The 
United States is commit-
ted to working with the 
Republic of Korea and 
other regional partners 
to continue to support 
Ukraine and build con-
sensus internationally 
for a just and lasting 
peace.

@SecBlinken

War is a virus that 
c a t c h e s  e v e r y 

chance to expand. The 
insupportable situation 
in #Gaza is a warning: we 
cannot allow a regional 
escalation. We need a hu-
manitarian ceasefire. My 
remarks in Paris today

@UNReliefChief

Wheels down in In-
dia. At a time of 

great momentum in the 
U.S.-India partnership, I 
look forward to produc-
tive discussions with @
SecBlinken and our In-
dian counterparts here 
in New Delhi.

@SecDef

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u One of 
Pablo Picasso’s 
masterpieces, 

“Woman with a Watch,” was 
sold at auction Wednesday 
night for $139.3 million by 
Sotheby’s in New York, the 
second-highest price ever 
achieved for the artist. In a jam-
packed room at the venerable 
auction house, it only took a few 
minutes of telephone bidding for 
the 1932 painting depicting one 

of the Spanish artist’s companions and muses, the French painter Marie-Therese 
Walter, to be sold. “Femme a la montre” had been valued at over $120 million 
before going on the block, according to Sotheby’s.

 u Japanese billionaire 
Yusaku Maezawa announced 
yesterday the postponement 
of his journey around the Moon on a 
SpaceX rocket, a voyage that boasts an 
artist-filled crew. “We were planning for our 
lunar orbital mission ‘dearMoon’ to take place 
in 2023, but seems like it will take a little 
longer,” Maezawa said. “We’re not sure when 
the flight will be,” the entrepreneur said on 
X, formerly Twitter. The crew on the mission 
announced in 2018 would be travelling on 
SpaceX’s Starship rocket, which is still under development and will be the most 
powerful rocket ever built when complete.

 u Apple co-founder 
Steve Wozniak has been 
hospitalized in Mexico 

City, where he was scheduled to speak at 
a business forum, Mexican and US media 
reported. Wozniak, 73, was slated to speak 
at the World Business Forum on Wednesday 
afternoon, but was taken to a hospital after 
fainting, CNN reported, citing an unnamed 
source from the forum’s organizers. Details 
of his health status were not included in the 

report. According to Mexican media, including the Televisa network and the El 
Universal newspaper, Wozniak had a stroke and was in a private hospital where 
his condition was “stable.”

Picasso’s ‘Woman with a Watch’ 
fetches $139 mn at NY auction

Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak 
hospitalized in Mexico: media

Japanese billionaire’s lunar 
SpaceX voyage postponed

Miss Universe aspirants pose for a selfie during a gala event in San Salvador

Israel to begin four-hour ‘pauses’ in Gaza, US says
Israel agrees to daily four-hour military pauses in northern Gaza for humanitarian purposes

• Pauses will allow 
humanitarian aid 
to get into the area 
and allow civilians to 
flee the fighting

AFP | Washington

Israel has agreed to daily four-
hour military pauses in north-
ern Gaza for humanitarian 

purposes, the White House said 
yesterday, even as President Joe 
Biden said there was no chance 

of a full ceasefire.
Biden has been pressing Israeli 

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu for longer breaks in the 
fighting after more than a month 
of war sparked by the October 7 
attacks by Hamas.

White House National Security 
Council spokesman John Kirby 
said the pauses were “significant 
steps forward” as heavy fight-
ing took hold of Gaza City in the 
north of the Gaza strip.

“Israel will begin to imple-
ment four-hour pauses in areas 
of northern Gaza each day, with 
an announcement to be made 

three hours beforehand,” Kirby 
told reporters.

“We’ve been told by the Israelis 
that there will be no military op-
erations in these areas over the 
duration of the pause (and) that 
this process is starting today.”

The pauses would allow hu-
manitarian aid to get into the 
area and allow civilians to flee 
the fighting, he said.

Israel had also opened up “hu-
manitarian corridors” for the past 
few days that had already allowed 
“many thousands” of people to 
leave the worst-hit area of north 
Gaza to the south, Kirby added.

“We would like to see pauses 
continue for as long as humani-
tarian assistance is needed,” he 
said.

Fighting has raged since gun-
men from Hamas poured over 
the Gaza border with Israel and, 
according to Israeli officials.

Vowing to destroy Hamas, Isra-
el retaliated with an aerial bomb-
ing and ground offensive that the 
health ministry in the Hamas-run 
Gaza Strip says has killed more 
than 10,500 people, many of them 
children.

‘No possibility’ 
International calls for a cease-

fire have mounted, as have pro-
tests, including one at the week-
end which targeted the White 
House. However, Biden ruled out 
a longer truce for now.

“None. No possibility,” Bid-
en told reporters as he left the 
White House for a trip to Illinois 
when asked about the chances of 
a ceasefire.

He said he was “still optimistic” 
about freeing hostages -- includ-
ing the fewer than 10 US citizens 
held in Gaza. “We’re not going to 
stop until we get them out.”

He later confirmed that in a 
call with Netanayhu that “I’ve 
asked for a pause longer than 

three days”. When asked if he 
was frustrated with Netanyahu, 
he said, “it’s taken a little longer 
than I hoped.”

The United States has firmly 
stood by key ally Israel since the 
attacks, saying that Hamas cannot 
be allowed to remain in control 
of Gaza.

But Washington has also been 
publicly calling on the Israe-
li military to obey the “laws of 
war” and avoid civilian casualties, 
while privately pushing Israel to 
scale back its offensive and to de-
velop a plan for what comes next.

Biden visited Israel in October 
in a show of support. During the 
trip he announced that Egypt had 
agreed to open the Rafah cross-
ing into southern Gaza to let aid 
trucks in.

Israel has pressed on with 
its offensive and has encircled 
northern Gaza in recent days. 
It said yesterday it had fought a 
10-hour battle that toppled one 
of the Palestinian group’s strong-
holds.

The army said 50,000 people 
had fled their homes in the main 
battle zone of northern Gaza on 
Wednesday, a sharp increase in 
numbers from earlier this week, 
adding to the more than 1.5 
million people already seeking 
safety in the south of the coastal  
strip.

Republican presidential hopefuls spar as Trump rallies nearby
AFP | Miami

Five Republican presiden-
tial candidates clashed on 

the debate stage Wednesday 
over Ukraine, China, abortion, 
and the future path of the par-
ty, while saving some of their 
ire for the absent frontrunner, 
Donald Trump.

While the challengers ap-
peared united in their support 
of Israel and its war against Ha-
mas, tensions flared -- including 
fierce personal attacks -- in the 
debate barely two months be-
fore the all-important first votes 

in the White House nomination 
battle.

The third televised debate 
occurred a day after Democrats 
snatched key election victo-
ries in conservative and swing 

states, particularly over abor-
tion rights, but the perennially 
thorny issue was not discussed 
until more than 90 minutes into 
the two-hour event.

Florida Governor Ron De-

Santis and entrepreneur Vivek 
Ramaswamy voiced fury about 
their party’s recent political 
losses, while Trump’s onetime 
UN envoy Nikki Haley, who is 
enjoying growing momentum 
in the race, urged Americans to 
“find consensus” over reproduc-
tive rights.

The ex-president, leading in 
every major Republican nomi-
nation poll, snubbed the Miami 
event and instead held a rally 
just a few miles away, maintain-
ing his strategy of refusing to 
debate challengers.

Bangladesh police clash with 25,000 protesting garment workers
AFP | Dhaka

Up to 25,000 garment work-
ers clashed with police in 

Bangladesh yesterday, officials 
said, as protests rejecting a gov-
ernment-offered pay rise forced 
the closure of at least 100 facto-
ries outside Dhaka.

A government-appointed 
panel raised wages on Tuesday 
by 56.25 percent for the South 
Asian nation’s four million gar-
ment factory workers, who are 
seeking a near-tripling of their 
monthly wage.

Bangladesh’s 3,500 garment 
factories account for around 
85 percent of its $55 billion 
in annual exports, supplying 
many of the world’s top brands 
including Levi’s, Zara and  
H&M.

But conditions are dire for 
many of the sector’s four mil-
lion workers, the vast majori-

ty of whom are women whose 
monthly pay starts at 8,300 taka 
($75).

Police said violence broke 
out in the industrial towns of 
Gazipur and Ashulia outside the 
capital after more than 10,000 
workers staged protests in fac-
tories and along highways to 

reject the panel’s offer.
“There were 10,000 (protest-

ing) workers at several spots. 
They threw bricks and stones at 
our officers and factories, which 
were open,” Mahmud Naser, 
Ashulia’s deputy industrial po-
lice chief, said.

“One of our officers was in-

jured. We fired rubber bullets 
and tear gas to disperse the 
workers,” Naser said.

He said more than 100 facto-
ries were shut down in Ashulia 
and surrounding areas.

Contenders for the Republican Party nomination take part in the debate

UK minister condemned for attacking 
policing of pro-Palestinian protests

AFP | London

British interior minister Suella 
Braverman sparked outrage 

yesterday for accusing police of 
double standards before a politi-
cally charged pro-Palestinian rally 
on Armistice Day, the latest incen-
diary rhetoric from the hardline 
Conservative.

Braverman, 43, suggested that 
officers “play favourites” when 
policing protests, claiming they 
largely ignored “pro-Palestini-
an mobs” during massive recent 
demonstrations against the Isra-
el-Hamas war.

The comments, seen as red meat 
to the right wing of the Tory party, 
come after she described the ral-
lies calling for a ceasefire in Gaza 
as “hate marches” and claimed 
some people were homeless as a 
“lifestyle choice”.

Her words have heightened 
speculation she is positioning 
herself for a future Tory leader-
ship contest or that they are a de-
liberate ploy by Prime Minister 

Rishi Sunak’s party to appeal to 
right-wingers before the next gen-
eral election.

Sunak has  described the 
planned march in London on Sat-
urday -- a day when Britain hon-
ours its war dead -- as “provoc-
ative and disrespectful” and has 
tried to pressure the Metropolitan 
Police into banning it.

Police have said the march in 
support of Palestinians under 
Israeli bombardment following 
Hamas’s October 7 attacks does 
not meet the legal threshold for 
requesting a government order to 
stop it going ahead.

Tensions between London’s 
Met Police and Sunak appeared 
to ease on Wednesday after an 
emergency meeting at which the 
force’s chief, Mark Rowley, con-
firmed the march would not clash 
with remembrance events for the 
country’s war dead.

But Braverman, writing in The 
Times daily yesterday, was scath-
ing about the Met’s policing of 
different groups.

Protesters take part in a protest inside Charing Cross station

Bottles of water are handed out as Palestinians families fleeing Gaza City and other 
parts of northern Gaza towards the southern areas, walk along a highway

Bangladeshi security personnel disperse protesting garment workers

Armed rebellion risks break-up of Myanmar: junta-backed president
AFP | Yangon

Myanmar’s junta-backed 
president said the coun-

try is at risk of breaking apart 
if the military cannot crush a 
joint offensive by ethnic armed 
groups along the border with 
China, state media reported 
yesterday.

Fighting has raged for almost 
two weeks across northern 
Shan state near the China bor-
der, posing what analysts say is 
the biggest military challenge to 
the junta since it seized power 
in 2021.

“If the government does not 
effectively manage the inci-
dents happening in the border 
region, the country will be split 
into various parts,” Myint Swe 

said Wednesday, according to 
the Global New Light of My-
anmar.

The Myanmar National 
Democratic Alliance Army, 
the Ta’ang National Liberation 
Army and the Arakan Army say 
they have seized dozens of mil-
itary outposts and blocked vital 
trade routes to China.

The junta has admitted to 
losing control of a key trade 
hub, but had not commented 
on the progress of the fighting 
for days.

Myint Swe made the remarks 
at a meeting of the National 
Defence and Security Council, 
attended by junta chief Min 
Aung Hlaing and other top mil-
itary officials.

Myint Swe was vice presi-
dent under the democratically 
elected government of Aung 
San Suu Kyi that the military 
ousted in 2021.

He was later appointed acting 
president by the junta.

“Stability can be restored to 
some extent due to the sacrifice 
of the lives” of junta troops, he 
said, without giving details.

Philippines to launch five coast guard patrol ships with Japan aid 
AFP | Manila

The Philippines is to launch 
five coast guard vessels 

worth half a billion dollars 
through a Japanese govern-
ment loan, a senior official said 
yesterday, to improve its patrol 
capability in disputed waters of 
the South China Sea.

Manila announced the pro-
ject after a visit by Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishi-
da, who pledged in a speech 
that Japan would “continue to 
contribute to the enhancement 
of the Philippines’ security ca-
pabilities”.

The Philippines has been 
upgrading its maritime se-
curity assets and boosting 
ties with allies to counteract 

China’s aggressive actions in 
the South China Sea, includ-
ing areas disputed by the two  
neighbours.

Economic Planning Secre-
tary Arsenio Balisacan told re-

porters the five 97-metre (318-
foot) vessels will be delivered 
between 2027 and 2028, with 
funding worth worth 29.3 bil-
lion pesos ($525 million) loaned 
from Tokyo.

Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida (2nd L) receives a gift from Philippine 
coast guard commandant Admiral Ronnie Gavan (2nd R)

Bangladesh’s 3,500 
garment factories 

account for around 
85 percent of its 

$55 billion in annual 
exports, supplying 

many of the world’s 
top brands including 

Levi’s, Zara and H&M
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Moscow ‘shocked’ by timeline to evacuate Russians from Gaza
AFP | Moscow

Russia said yesterday it was 
“shocked” by the Israeli am-

bassador saying it could take up 
to two weeks to evacuate Rus-
sian citizens from the Gaza Strip.

Israel’s envoy to Moscow told 
Russian state media this week 
that with 500-600 people leav-
ing each day, and 7,000 waiting 
to be evacuated, it could take two 
weeks to get Russian citizens out 
of Gaza.

“We were truly shocked to 
hear that statement,” Russia’s 

foreign ministry spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova told reporters.

“This logic is unacceptable,” 
she said, adding that Russia had 
followed all the requested proce-
dures for submitting evacuation 
lists to the relevant authorities.

More than 500 Russian citi-
zens are awaiting evacuation, 
Russian state media reported 
this month, citing Russian dip-
lomats.

“There are a lot of children 
on the lists for evacuation from 
Gaza. We are talking about ap-
proximately 300 Russian mi-

nors,” Zakharova said separately 
on social media.

“For a month they have been 
in a blockade,” she added.

No Russians have yet been 
publicly confirmed as having left 
Gaza since the Rafah checkpoint 
with Egypt first reopened on No-
vember 1 to allow the evacuation 
of stranded foreigners and dual 
nationals.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has criticised the West for 
allegedly stoking tensions in the 
region and Israel for its conduct 
in the conflict.

Gaza-Egypt border reopens for wounded, foreign nationals
AFP | Cairo

The Rafah crossing between 
Gaza and Egypt reopened 

yesterday to allow a limited 
number of wounded people and 
foreign passport holders to flee 
the war, a Palestinian official 
said.

The vast majority of Gaza’s 
2.4 million residents are una-
ble to escape the conflict, which 
erupted between the territory’s 
Hamas rulers and Israel on Oc-
tober 7.

The crossing’s media direc-
tor on the Palestinian side said 

Rafah “reopened to transfer the 
wounded, for foreign nationals 
to leave and aid trucks to enter”.

An AFP photographer on the 
Egyptian side saw people on 
stretchers being transferred into 
ambulances, as well as children 
and adults walking across the 
border.

Crossings were suspended for 
the second time on Wednesday 
due to Israel refusing to approve 
the list of wounded people to 
be evacuated, which had been 
sent by the Hamas government 
to Egypt.

The route was previously shut 

on November 3 and 4 for the 
same reason.

More than 2,000 people with 
foreign passports have entered 
Egypt this month, according to 
the Palestinian crossings author-
ity. Over the same period, 107 
wounded, 13 people with cancer 
and 90 patient companions have 
been able to leave Gaza.

The health ministry warned 
yesterday the evacuations were 
happening too slowly.

“A large number of the serious 
cases must leave urgently, before 
they lose their lives while wait-
ing,” a ministry statement said.

Italy sends hospital ship to aid Palestinians
AFP | Rome

Italy is sending a hospital ship 
to the Middle East to aid the 

Palestinian population, the de-
fence ministry said yesterday.

The navy ship “Vulcano”, 
which is equipped with operat-
ing rooms, is carrying 30 medical 
staff and is heading initially to 
Cyprus, according to details pub-
lished by the ministry.

It is expected to arrive “in a 
couple of days, weather permit-
ting”, a defence ministry spokes-
man told AFP, without confirm-
ing how close the ship would get 
to Gaza.

Defence Minister Guido Cro-
setto said Wednesday the navy 
ship would be followed “in the 
next few days” by an army field 

hospital -- efforts he said were “a 
concrete sign of the humanitar-
ian aid our country is sending to 
the Gaza Strip”.

In a comment to the press, cit-
ed by AGI news agency, he said 
he believed “an initiative of this 
type will be welcomed by Israel 
as much as by the Palestinians”.

“No-one can have anything to 
say about a humanitarian act”.

The ministry is ready to send 
out other medical personnel 
once the hospital is up and run-
ning, including three anaesthe-
tists, two surgeons and eight 
critical care nurses, it said in a 
statement.

Italian Navy’s “Vulcano” ship


