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Rising COVID-19 cases 
affect cleaning services 

Staff Reporter 

TDT | Manama 

The rise in COVID-19 cas-
es has adversely affected 
the functioning of many 

cleaning services companies in 
the Kingdom. 

Sources said all major clean-
ing companies have been forced 
to temporarily close many sites 
owing to COVID-19 cases among 

the staff.  Speaking to The Daily 
Tribune, a manager with a clean-
ing company, who doesn’t want 
to be named, said: “Once a staff 
tests positive for COVID-19 all 
contacts would have to go for 
self-isolation. And this is making 
it very difficult to allocate staff to 
different sites.”

He said there is heavy demand 
for cleaning services across the 
Kingdom, but “on the contrary, 
sending staff to sites have be-

come difficult”. 
Cleaning companies generally 

offer commercial and residential 
cleaning along with disinfecting 
and sanitising services. 

“Our services are highly re-
quired at this point of time to 
tackle COVID-19 spread. Sani-
tising indoor areas have been 
proved to be of highest effective-
ness in curbing the infection.” 

Cleaning companies have 
played a vital role in the King-

dom’s battle against the virus as 
disinfection operations were car-
ried across the Kingdom during 
the beginning of the pandemic 
season. 

Many advanced methods along 
with new measures were adopt-
ed by the cleaning companies to 
contain the virus. 

The Kingdom saw 1,694 new 
cases yesterday while the total 
number of active cases stood at 
11,061.A cleaning services worker is at risk of contracting COVID-19

Bolstering Bahrain and Jordan relations
Council of Representatives and Jordan’s House of Representatives sign 

memorandum of understanding to strengthen parliamentary cooperation

TDT | Manama

The Council of Representa-
tives and Jordan’s House of 

Representatives have signed a 
memorandum of understanding 
to bolster parliamentary coop-
eration.

The MoU, signed in the pres-
ence of Speakers Fawzia bint 
Abdullah Zainal and the Speak-
er of the House of Representa-
tives of Jordan’s Parliament, Ab-
dul Karim Al Daghmi, stipulates 
working together to enhance, 
strengthen and develop coop-
eration through parliamentary 
tools across various fields.

The two parties will also work 
on exchanging delegations to 
benefit from their parliamen-
tary experiences and activities.

Under the MoU, the two sides 
will exchange views on issues 
on the agendas of the regional 
and international parliamen-
tary organisations attended by 
representatives of the two coun-

cils in order to reach a common 
vision on these issues. The two 
sides will also form joint work-
ing groups.

Historical ties
Speaker Zainal emphasised 

the depth of the strong and dis-
tinguished historical relations 
between Bahrain and Jordan 
that have contributed to achiev-
ing advanced levels of integrat-
ed coordination in all political, 
security, development and par-
liamentary fields.

She commended the consol-
idation of the relations of the 
two brotherly countries based 
on the keenness of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and His Majesty King Abdullah 
II Ibn Al Hussein.

The talks covered develop-
ing parliamentary relations and 
joint work mechanisms, activat-
ing agreements and memoranda 
of understanding, and exchang-
ing views on regional and in-
ternational issues and topics of 

shared interest.
The two Speakers stressed 

that parliamentary cooperation 
has become more important to 
face common challenges, saying 
there is greater need for wider 
coordination of visions and po-
sitions, convergence of views, 
and holding more meetings 
through visits and all available 
means of communication.

Al Daghmi stressed the depth 
of the relations between Bah-
rain and Jordan and expressed 
pride in the coordination of vi-
sions on various regional and 
international issues.

He emphasised Jordan’s firm 
position in supporting the se-
curity and stability of Bahrain, 
and the decisions it takes to 
protect its national unity and 
sovereignty.

He also praised the solidarity 
of Bahrain’s leadership, govern-
ment and people with Jordan 
and support for the measures 
it takes to protect its achieve-
ments from any attempt to un-

dermine them.

Bilateral efforts
Shura Council Chairman Ali 

bin Saleh Al Saleh also received 
yesterday the Jordanian House 
of Representatives Speaker and 
his accompanying delegation.

The Chairman affirmed the 
deep Bahraini-Jordanian rela-
tions and the development in 
both countries. He praised the 
bilateral efforts in the health, 
education, economy, trade, se-
curity, tourism, culture, and oth-
er important sectors.

Al Saleh stressed the close 
parliamentary relations and 
the constant keenness to en-
hance them in a way that forms 
a unified stance regarding issues 
discussed among regional and 
international parliaments.

He said that the Jordanian 
delegation’s visit opened an im-
portant dimension to exchange 
parliamentary expertise and 
review bilateral achievements 
at all levels.

Speaker Zainal and Chairman Al Saleh with Jordan’s Parliament Speaker Al Daghmi

Defense Minister receives newly
 appointed Australian military 

attache

Special Envoy for Climate
 receives lawmaker

Defense Affairs Minister Lieutenant-General Abdullah bin Hassan Al Nuaimi 
received the newly-appointed Riyadh-based Australian Military Attache to 
Bahrain Colonel Bradley John Vizard. The minister welcomed the military 
attache and wished him every success in carrying out his duties. The meeting 
discussed military cooperation.

Special Envoy for Climate Affairs and Chief Executive Officer of the Supreme 
Council for Environment (SCE) Dr Mohammed bin Mubarak Bin Dinah 
received the Representatives Council’s Public Utilities and Environment 
Committee member Hamad Ahmed Al Kooheji. The meeting discussed ways 
to strengthen cooperation between the SCE and the Council. Bin Dinah 
praised the executive and legislative branches’ partnership in promoting the 
development and democracy process and serving the country and citizens 
under the leadership of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. He hailed 
the lawmaker’s keenness to enhance bilateral efforts to meet the Kingdom’s 
sustainable development goals.

HH Shaikh Khalid opens ‘burqa’ artwork exhibition
TDT | Manama

First Deputy Chairman of the 
Supreme Council for Youth 

and Sports, His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
has inaugurated the “burqa” ex-
hibition.

HH Shaikh Khalid, also pres-
ident of the Public Sports Au-
thority and Bahrain Olympic 
Committee (BOC), was delegat-
ed by Representative of HM the 
King for Humanitarian Work 
and Youth Affairs and Chair-
man of the Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports, HH Shaikh 

Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, to 
attend the event.

The exhibition by Shaikha 
Hala bint Mohammed Al Khal-
ifa is a mixture of the past and 
the present, the “burqa” (leather 
hood) to cover the eyes of fal-
cons, and the facemask imposed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

 It is hosted by the Shaikh Sal-
man bin Ahmed Al Fateh Fort in 
Riffa, and will run until Thurs-
day.

HH Shaikh Khalid expressed 
his pride in the creative artwork 
by Shaikha Hala that highlights 
the Kingdom’s falconry heritage.

Artistic and cultural movement

HH Shaikh Khalid praised the 
expansion of the artistic and cul-
tural movement in Bahrain dur-
ing the reign of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 
praised the support of His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

HH Shaikh Khalid commend-
ed the artists who contributed 
to supporting the Bahraini artis-
tic and cultural movement and 
wished Shaikha Hala further 
success.HH Shaikh Khalid with Shaikha Hala
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Leadership greets Oman’s Sultan on accession anniversary
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and His Roy-

al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, sent 
cables of congratulations to His 
Majesty Sultan Haitham bin 
Tariq Al Said of Oman on the 
anniversary of his accession to 
the throne.

HM the King and HRH the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister wished HM Sultan Haitham 
abundant health and happiness 
and the Omani people further 
progress and prosperity under 
his leadership.

HM King Hamad and HRH 
Prince Salman praised the deep 
bilateral relations and the devel-
opment in both countries across 
various fields. HM the King HM Sultan HaithamHRH the Crown Prince and Prime Minister

Imported livestock 
exempted from VAT
TDT | Manama

His Royal  Highness 
Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, announced yester-
day that imported livestock 
is to be included in the list 
of the 94 basic commodities 
exempt from VAT.

Following His Royal 
Highness’ directives, im-
ported livestock will be 
added to the list of basic 
food products exempt from 
VAT, which includes fresh 
and frozen beef, lamb, goat, 
poultry and fish. Bahrain will ‘invest’ in government initiatives

HRH Prince Salman honours Fikra winners, vows to incorporate their ideas into Kingdom’s development process
TDT | Manama

Hi s  Roya l  H i g h n e s s 
Prince  Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, has affirmed Bahrain’s 
commitment to investing in and 
supporting government initi-
atives, including Fikra, which 
has proven to further the qual-
ity of government services.

Fikra, or the Government 
Innovation Competition, has 
produced an array of creative 
ideas which have contributed 
to furthering excellence across 
government services benefiting 
the Kingdom’s citizens in line 
with Bahrain Economic Vision 
2030. HRH Prince Salman yes-
terday received the 12 finalists 
of Fikra, at Gudaibiya Palace.

The Deputy Prime Minister, 
His Highness Shaikh Moham-
med bin Mubarak Al Khalifa, 
the Speaker of the Council of 
Representatives, Fawzia bint 
Abdullah Zainal, and a number 
of senior officials attended the 
meeting.

HRH the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister highlighted 
that creativity and excellence 
are characteristic of Bahrain’s 
citizens, and highlighted the 
importance of implementing 
plans and programmes based on 
creative ideas to turn challeng-
es into opportunities.

His Royal Highness further 
highlighted that this approach 
enhances competitiveness and 
creates promising opportuni-
ties in line with the Kingdom’s 
comprehensive development 
goals, led by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

HRH Prince Salman hon-
oured Fikra’s winners, noting 
that their ideas will be incor-
porated into the Kingdom’s 
development process, which 
will enhance the public sector’s 
efficiency.

Following a multi-tiered 
evaluation process, 12 concepts 
qualified for the final stage of 
the competition. The ideas 
were presented to an evaluation 
committee comprised of several 
Ministers and were the subject 
of a public vote.

The following are the three 

winning concepts:
1. The ‘Hawiyati Application’, 

presented by Mohammed Ab-
dulrahman Al Ansari and Sayed 
Ahmed Hameed Ahmed from 
The King Hamad University 
Hospital.

2. ‘Green by Grey’, presented 
by Hamad Badu from The Min-
istry of Works, Municipalities, 
and Urban Planning.

3. ‘Nasmaek’ (We Hear You) 
presented by Muhannad Al 
Noaimi from The Ministry of 
Information Affairs won the 
public vote.

The finalists expressed their 
thanks and appreciation of His 
Royal Highness’ commitment 
to supporting government em-
ployees and promoting creativ-
ity and innovation across gov-
ernment workstreams.

The winners also expressed 
their pride in winning the com-
petition launched by His Royal 
Highness and their aspiration 
to implement their ideas that 
will contribute to the King-
dom’s comprehensive devel-
opment.

HRH Prince Salman with Fikra winners and senior government officials

Kingdom condoles 
with Israeli 
President
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, sent cables 
of condolences to Israel 
President Isaac Herzog on 
the demise of his mother.

HM the King and HRH 
Prince Salman offered sin-
cere condolences to the Is-
raeli President and his fam-
ily, wishing them patience 
and consolation.

HM King holds call 
with Kazakh leader
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 

held yesterday a telephone 
call with Kazakh President 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, 
who informed him about 
developments in Kazakh-
stan.

HM the King reiterated 
Bahrain’s support to Ka-
zakhstan in its efforts to 
maintain its security, stabil-
ity and citizens’ safety. He 
wished Kazakhstan and its 
people continuous security 
and prosperity.

The Kazakh President 
commended the role of 
Bahrain in fostering friend-
ly relations between both 
countries.

Cabinet firms up executive and legislative cooperation
(Continuation from Page 1)
TDT | Manama

The Cabinet discussed several 
memorandums during its 

weekly meeting yesterday.
The following memorandums 

were approved:
1. A memorandum by the Min-

isterial Committee for Legal and 
Legislative Affairs on avenues 
of cooperation between the Ex-

ecutive and Legislative Author-
ities. The memorandum aims 
to progress shared objectives 
which benefit the Kingdom and 
its citizens, and the adoption of 
a government guide in support 
of this.

2. A Memorandum by the 
Ministerial Committee for Fi-
nancial and Economic Affairs 
and Fiscal Balance concerning 
a draft decision on private ex-

ecutor licensing and renewal of 
licenses.

3. A memorandum by the Min-
isterial Committee for Legal and 
Legislative Affairs regarding the 
government’s response to a pro-
posal submitted by the Council 
of Representatives.

The Cabinet also reviewed the 
following:

1. A memorandum by the Min-
isterial Committee for Legal and 

Legislative Affairs regarding 
draft legislation approving the 
accession of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain to the United Nations 
Convention on International 
Settlement Agreements Result-
ing from Mediation.

2. A memorandum by the Min-
isterial Committee for Finan-
cial and Economic Affairs and 
Fiscal Balance reporting on the 
Committee’s work during 2021, 

which focused on the delivery 
of the government program and 
the Fiscal Balance Program, and 
its priorities which are struc-
tured around 7 pillars and in-
clude 31 programs.

3. A memorandum by the Min-
ister of Electricity and Water 
Affairs on the electronic trans-
formation of 10 services provid-
ed to over 400,000 subscribers.

Embassy of India celebrates World Hindi Day 2022
TDT | Manama

The Embassy of India organ-
ised a function to celebrate 

World Hindi Day 2022 yester-
day.

The programme began with 
the screening of messages from 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi and External Affairs Min-
ister Dr S Jaishankar on the oc-
casion of World Hindi Day.

This was followed by a vid-
eo message by Minister of 
State for External Affairs, Smt. 
Meenakashi Lekhi.

In the run-up to this event, all 
eight Indian schools in Bahrain 
organised an inter-school com-
petition among the students for 
Hindi song, poetry and story-
telling.

During the event at the Em-
bassy, Indian Ambassador to 
Bahrain Piyush Srivastava fe-
licitated and gave away prizes 

to the winners. The Embassy 
congratulates all the children for 
their enthusiastic participation.

A video message by Isa Al-
mutawaj, a Bahraini national 
who studied in India, was also 

played, reflecting the deep root-
ed historical, cultural and peo-
ple-to-people ties between India 

and Bahrain.
Following all COVID-19 proto-

cols, the event was organised in 
a hybrid format.

Indian professors at different 
Bahraini universities, principals, 

teachers and winning students 
physically participated, while 
close to 250 others, including 
teachers, members of Indian 
associations and members of 
Indian community joined online.

Indian Ambassador Srivastava with inter-school competition winners

Part of the celebrations is the holding of an online discussion


