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The bill also limits public sector 
jobs to foreigners with at least 
10 years of experience. Addi-
tionally, contracts would be 

capped at two years, with only 
one renewal allowed.

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain yesterday expressed solidarity with the United States following the tragic wildfires in California, which have resulted in numerous deaths, injuries, and 
the destruction of hundreds of homes. In a statement issued by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bahrain conveyed its condolences to the government and people 
of the United States for the victims of the wildfires and wished the injured a speedy recovery. In this aerial view taken from a helicopter, homes burned from the 
Palisade fire smoulder near the Pacific Palisades neighbourhood of Los Angeles, California. Among the hundreds who lost their homes to the devastating wildfires 
are celebrities such as hotel heiress Paris Hilton, two-time Oscar winner Anthony Hopkins, Oscar-winner Jeff Bridges, “Roseanne” actor John Goodman, and Oscar 
winner Jamie Lee Curtis. The massive wildfires, which have ravaged entire neighbourhoods and displaced thousands, remain completely uncontained, according 
to authorities. Meanwhile, US National Guard soldiers are preparing to assist in quelling unrest. Large swaths of Los Angeles, the nation’s second-largest city and a 
hub of the entertainment industry, lie in ruins, with smoke shrouding the skyline and an acrid stench permeating the air.

Hollywood ablaze: Stars and Streets reduced to ashes

B a h r a i n  e x p r e s s e s  s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  U S

India readies for 
mammoth festival 
of 400 million 
pilgrims
New Delhi, India

The world’s largest gath-
ering of humanity be-

gins in India on Monday 
with the opening of the 
Kumbh Mela, a six-week 
festival organisers expect 
to attract up to 400 million 
pilgrims.

“Some 350 to 400 mil-
lion devotees are going to 
visit the mela, so you can 
imagine the scale of prepa-
rations,” festival spokesman 
Vivek Chaturvedi said.

The last  celebration 
at the site, the “ardh” or 
half Kumbh Mela in 2019, 
attracted 240 million pil-
grims, according to India’s 
government.

That compares to an esti-
mated 1.8 million who take 
part in the annual hajj pil-
grimage to Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Limit foreigners, MPs 
say; Shura differs

Mps propose to limit foreign public sector jobs to Master’s Degree holders
H Naser
TDT | Manama 

A controversial bill calling 
for hiring only foreigners 
with a master’s degree in 

the public sector has hit a road-
block. Opposition is mounting 
against the bill, originating from 
the House of Representatives, 
with key committees and the 
Civil Service Bureau (CSB) rais-
ing alarms.

The bill also limits public 
sector jobs to foreigners with 
at least 10 years of experience. 
Additionally, contracts would be 
capped at two years, with only 
one renewal allowed.

Critics warn the bill, which 
aims to tighten hiring rules 
for foreign nationals, could 
create skill shortages, disrupt 
key sectors, and slow recruit-
ment processes. The CSB and 
the Shura Council's Legislative 
and Legal Affairs Committee 
argue that the proposal is im-
practical and could harm key 
sectors like healthcare and ed-
ucation, where over 90% of for-
eign workers in the Kingdom 
are employed.

Declining numbers 

Foreign workers in public sec-
tor are already on the decline. 
CSB data shows a 23% drop over 
the last five years, from 7,582 in 
2019 to 5,800 in 2024. Bahrainis 
now make up 86% of the pub-
lic sector workforce, with for-
eign nationals comprising only  
14%.

The bureau warns that im-
posing such strict requirements 
would worsen the situation. 
Varying roles across sectors of-

ten require specialized skills 
and certifications rather than 
advanced academic qualifica-
tions. Blanket requirements like 
a master’s degree would force a 
re-evaluation of hiring criteria, 
potentially delaying recruit-
ment processes.

Critical sectors
The CSB emphasizes that 

the healthcare and education 
sectors would be the hardest 

hit. The proposal could lead to 
significant skill shortages, dis-
rupting operations and affecting 
essential services.

To address these challenges, 
the bureau has been actively 
training Bahraini workers. All 
contracts for foreign employees 
already include provisions for 
skill transfer to local staff, en-
suring long-term sustainability.

Already favour Bahrainis
The Shura Committee high-

lights that existing laws already 
prioritize Bahraini nationals 
for public sector roles. Foreign 
workers are hired only when 
there is a critical skills gap that 
cannot be filled locally.

Additionally, the committee 
noted that Bahrainis currently 
head all HR departments un-
der the Civil Service Bureau’s 
purview. 

A risky proposal
Critics argue that while the 

proposal aims to empower Bah-
raini workers, it could have un-
intended consequences. Skill 
shortages, delayed recruitment, 
and disrupted workflows are 
among the risks highlighted by 
experts.

Trump sentenced 
to ‘unconditional 
discharge’ for hush 
money conviction

New York, United States

A judge sentenced Don-
ald Trump to an un-

condit ional  d ischarge 
yesterday for covering up 
hush money payments to 
a porn star despite the US 
president-elect’s last-ditch 
efforts to avoid becoming 
the first felon in the White 
House.

The judge spared Trump 
prison or a fine even though 
the 34 counts of falsifying 
business records on which 
he was convicted in May 
2024 carried potential jail 
time.

Instead New York judge 
Juan Merchan handed 
down the mildest criminal 
sanction available, an un-
conditional discharge -- a 
relatively uncommon meas-
ure.

“Never before has this 
court been presented with 
such a unique and remark-
able set of circumstances,” 
said Merchan.

“The only lawful sentence 
that permits entry of a judg-
ment of conviction without 
encroaching on the high-
est office of the land is an 
unconditional discharge.” 
Trump attended his sen-
tencing virtually.

HM King Hamad, 
HRH CP, PM receive 
phone call from US 
Vice President

TDT | Manama 

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa 

received a phone call yes-
terday from US Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris. The 
conversation focused on the 
strong bilateral relations be-
tween Bahrain and the Unit-
ed States, as well as ways to 
further enhance them.

Vice President Harris 
expressed deep appreci-
ation for Bahrain's role in 
strengthening cooperation 
and friendship between the 
two nations across various 
fields, supporting their 
shared interests. Bahrain's 
strategic importance to the 
United States was empha-
sised, along with its vital 
contribution to regional se-
curity, stability, and peace.

King Hamad highlighted 
the historical depth and sol-
id nature of the partnership 
between the two countries 
and expressed gratitude for 
the efforts made to strength-
en Bahraini-American ties.

During discussions with 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, Vice Pres-
ident Harris emphasised 
Bahrain’s importance as 
a strategic partner of the 
United States. 

2024 hottest year 
on record, crossed 
1.5 global warming 
limit: UN
Geneva, Switzerland

The year 2024 was the 
hottest measured, with 

global surface temperatures 
averaging 1.55 degrees Cel-
sius above pre-industrial 
levels, culminating a dec-
ade-long "extraordinary 
streak of record-breaking 
temperatures", the United 
Nations said Friday.

While this does not mean 
the internationally-agreed 
1.5C warming threshold 
has been permanently 
breached, UN chief Antonio 
Guterres said the "blazing 
temperatures in 2024 re-
quire trail-blazing climate 
action in 2025".
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Los Angeles fire deaths at 10 as National Guard called in11
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‘Wicked’ tops SAG Awards nominations 8 CELEBS

S P O R T S

Djokovic alleges 
poisoning in 2022 
detention
Novak Djokovic 
claims he was 
poisoned with lead 
and mercury before 
2022 Australian Open 
deportation | P12
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A night of culture and excellence
Annual Day Celebrations of BIS

TDT | Manama 

Bhavans Bahrain Indian 
School (BIS) celebrated its 

Annual Day on Thursday at the 
Cultural Hall, marking a signif-
icant occasion for the school 
community and its senior stu-
dents. The event was graced by 
Ms. Huwaida Saleh Aldoseri, 
Person in charge of the duties of 
the head of the administrative 
and educational stafwf support 
group, Directorate of Licens-
ing and Follow-up of Private 
Schools at the Ministry of Edu-
cation, who served as the chief 
guest. Directors Mr. Himanshu 
Verma & Mrs. Ritu Verma also 
graced the occasion.

The event commenced with a 
welcome from the Principal Mr. 
Saji Jacob. The audience was 
then treated to a welcome song 
performed by the students.

This special occasion also 
witnessed BIS’s commitment 
to social responsibility. School 
Director Mr. Himanshu Ver-
ma handed over a donation 
cheque amounting BD 1000 to 
Mr. Yusuf Al Yaqoob, Assistant 
Secretary General, from Royal 
Humanitarian Foundation. 

The event featured a range 
of performances, including 
classical songs, vibrant dance 
routines, and a skit based on the 
story of Pocahontas. 

A highlight of the evening 
was the release of the school’s 
annual magazine by Chief 
Guest and BIS Management. 
The magazine features articles, 
photographs, and achievements 
from the past year. 

Following the magazine re-
lease, the Annual Report was 
presented, detailing the school’s 
accomplishments and future 
goals. Director Mr. Himanshu 
Verma emphasized the impor-
tance of perseverance, team-
work, and the pursuit of knowl-
edge in shaping future leaders.

In his address, Director Mr. 
Verma stated, “Education is not 
just about imparting knowl-
edge; it is about nurturing 
character and instilling values 
that will guide our students 
throughout their lives.” He en-
couraged students to embrace 
challenges as opportunities for 
growth.

Muharraq demands action 
on stalled investment panel
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

Missed investments and 
delayed projects have 
prompted the Muhar-

raq Municipal Council to renew 
calls for reviving its Investment 
Panel, arguing that inaction is 
squandering opportunities to 
transform public properties 
into productive assets.

During its latest meeting, 
council members voiced frus-
tration over the lack of progress 
in setting up the panel, previ-
ously proposed as a key step 
toward better managing and 
enhancing the value of munici-
pal properties.

“The current bidding terms 
scare off investors,” said council 
member Ahmed Al Moqahwi. 
“We need to be in the loop to 
ensure projects succeed. Let’s 

tackle this together to create 
the right conditions for invest-
ment that benefits the whole 
community.”

The push to establish the 
panel began in late Septem-
ber, when the council recom-
mended that it be chaired by 
the Director General of Mu-
harraq Municipality. A formal 
letter urged municipal officials 
to finalise the panel’s structure, 

convene its first meetings, and 
advance plans to overhaul mu-
nicipal property management.

Despite reassurances from 
officials that the issue is being 
addressed, councillors claim 
there is no tangible progress. 
Director General Khalid Al 
Qallaf has since promised in-
creased collaboration with the 
council, but members remain 
sceptical.

Al Moqahwi stressed the 
need for better coordination 
in shaping projects to avoid re-
peating past mistakes. “We’ve 
looked at previous bids and 
projects to identify what went 
wrong,” he said. “We hope to 
review bidding documents be-
fore they’re sent out so we can 
address issues that deterred 
investors in the past. We need 
to build something solid this 
time around.”

Muharraq Municipality Director 
General Khalid Al Qallaf

Osama bin Saleh 
Al Alawi,  Social 
Development Minister, 
conducted an inspection 
visit to the Child 
Welfare Home. The visit 
aimed to enhance field 
supervision, assess the 
home’s operations, and 
review the services 
provided to children. 
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Parliament to vote on 
BD500m grant proposal
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

A BD500 million proposal 
aimed at helping Bahrai-

nis manage rising living costs 
will be put to a vote in Parlia-
ment next Tuesday.

The Financial and Econom-
ic Affairs Committee, which 
has endorsed the proposal, be-
lieves it could alleviate finan-
cial strain and promote social 
stability.

Led by MP Khalid Saleh 
Buanaq, the proposal seeks 
to allocate the funds to the 
‘Improving Living Standards’ 
section of the 2025–2026 
 budget.

If approved, the funding 
would be used to increase so-
cial security payments, provide 
cash support for low-income 
families, and expand subsidies 
for utilities like electricity and 
water. Public sector workers 
would also benefit from wage 
increases and bonuses, along-
side initiatives to create job 
opportunities for unemployed 
Bahrainis in government roles.

The report supporting the 
proposal was prepared under 
the leadership of rapporteur 
Zainab Abdulameer and com-
mittee chair Ahmed Sabah Al 
Salloom.

In an interview with The 
Daily Tribune, Buanaq high-
lighted the urgency of the 
situation, stating, “Flat wages 
and rising costs are stretching 
families thin. This funding is 
crucial to bridge the gaps and 
build a more resilient com-
munity.”

The Financial and Econom-
ic Affairs Committee’s report 
argues that the BD500 million 
would not only ease imme-
diate financial pressure but 
also work towards reducing 
utility costs, raising social ben-
efits, and providing direct cash 
support to vulnerable groups. 
Buanaq also envisions creating 
government jobs to reduce un-
employment while improving 
pay and bonuses for public sec-
tor employees.

“This is our chance to make 
a meaningful difference,” Bua-
naq concluded.

Halt heavy vehicles during peak 
hours on King Hamad Highway

H Naser
TDT | Manama 

A proposal to restrict heavy 
vehicles on King Ham-
ad Highway during peak 

hours has received preliminary 
backing from the Ministry of 
Interior.

The ministry stated that its 
response is initial, with a more 
detailed official stance to be 
provided in the government’s 
memorandum.

If passed, the proposal would 
prohibit heavy vehicles from us-

ing King Hamad Highway be-
tween 6:30 AM and 8:00 AM, and 

between 2:00 PM and 3:00 PM.
The proposal, put forward by 

MP Lulwa Al Rumaihi, aims to 
regulate the movement of trucks 

and heavy vehicles, particular-
ly during morning and evening 

rush hours. Al Rumaihi argues 
that the measure would improve 
road safety, as heavy vehicles—
often transporting materials like 
rocks and industrial goods—pose 
a significant danger to other 
road users.

The Foreign Affairs, De-
fence, and National Security 
Committee has reviewed and 
recommended the proposal for 
approval. If implemented, the 
restriction is expected to im-
prove traffic flow and greatly 
enhance safety for commuters 
during peak times.

BD 72 Million infrastructure upgrades 
underway in Southern Governorate
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

Over BD 72 million worth 
of infrastructure projects 

are currently underway in the 
Southern Governorate, focus-
ing on road improvements, sew-
er networks, and public spaces, 
Minister of Works Ebrahim Al 
Hawaj announced in Parlia-
ment.

A total of 24 schemes are be-
ing carried out, including the 
development of four main roads 
to serve Khalifa City Housing. 
The Minister revealed that 10 
major upgrades have already 
been completed, covering roads 
in the Educational Zone, Block 
929 in Hajiyat, and Northern 
Riffa. Additionally, a plan to 
enhance rainwater drainage 
networks is part of broader  
efforts to improve local infra-
structure.

Al Hawaj also disclosed that 
34 ongoing projects, worth 
more than BD 50 million, are 
in progress, with over 87% of 
developed areas now connected 
to the sewer network. Some 
individual projects exceed BD 
2 million in cost.

Meanwhile, Minister of Mu-
nicipalities and Agriculture 
Affairs Wael Al Mubarak high-
lighted the region’s green spac-
es, noting that the Southern 
Governorate currently has 42 
parks and walkways, with 11 
more under development and 
19 planned for the future. Over 

96,000 trees have been planted, 
and the area is home to four 
markets and shopping centres, 
with two more in development. 
The Minister confirmed that 
more than 70 active or planned 
projects are ongoing in the 
region. MP Mohammed Al 
Ma’arafi raised concerns about 
the reliance on sewage tankers 
in some areas and criticised the 
year-long delay in completing 
work on Hajiyat Avenue.

MP Maryam Al Dhaen point-

ed out the lack of urban de-
velopment in Isa Town, where 
a growing population is bur-
dened by an outdated road net-
work. She called for a thorough 
review to expand and improve 
access to the town, including 
better street lighting.

The Southern Governorate 
is at the forefront of a series of 
upgrades aimed at addressing 
long-standing challenges and 
improving residents’ quality 
of life.

Minister of Municipalities Affairs, 
Wael Al Mubarak

Minister of Works, Ebrahim Al Hawaj

Maryam Al DhaenMohammed Al Ma’arafi, MP

Youth Centres set for 
increased funding and 
support

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

Youth centres are in line 
for enhanced support, 

including more funding and 
tailored programmes to as-
sist young people, Minister 
of Youth Affairs Rawan bint 
Najeeb Tawfiqi told Parlia-
ment.

In response to MP Mu-
nir  Seroor ’s  quest ion, 
Tawfiqi emphasised the 
ministry ’s commitment 
to making youth centres a 
hub for emerging talent. A 
new department has been 
established to assess and 
address the specific needs 
of young people, with 127 
youth-led projects already 
funded under the Youth 
Market scheme, covering 
areas such as arts, technol-
ogy, and sports.

Funding for youth cen-
tres is linked to their activ-
ity plans and adherence to 
youth development guide-
lines. Additional financial 
support is available for ur-
gent needs like rent or re-
pairs. Tawfiqi highlighted 
that centres now have the 
opportunity to branch into 
business ventures under re-
cent legal changes, offering 
an extra source of income.

The Minister confirmed 
that centres in the North-
ern Governorate, including 
Qurayyah Youth Centre, 
Dumistan Youth Centre, and 
Buri Club, are considered 
for extra funding based on 
specific needs and available 
resources. Requests must 
outline innovative ideas or 
pressing needs for review.

Rawan Tawfiqi, Minister of Youth 
Affairs

Dr Muneer Seroor, MP

Labour Ministry reviews 2,587 
grievances, approves 911 
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

The Labour Ministry ’s 
grievance committee an-

nounced that it reviewed 2,587 
complaints between June and 
October 2024, of which 911 
were accepted after careful 
consideration.

Common grievances in-
cluded delays in registration 
following involuntary job 
loss, non-compliance with 
electronic attendance re-
quirements, and refusals of 
job offers, training, or inter-
views. Some complaints also 
involved missed applications 
for opportunities or other pro-
cedural matters. In response 
to concerns raised by MP Bas-
ma Abdulkarim Mubarak, the 
Ministry referred to Bahrain’s 
Unemployment Insurance 
Law of 2006, which governs 
the benefits system.

Benefit payments and eli-
gibility decisions are handled 
automatically by an electronic 
system, reducing manual in-

tervention and ensuring con-
sistency. The system allows 
individuals to file complaints, 
track their status, and view 
decisions.

It also connects them to job 
openings and training schemes 
tailored to their qualifications. 
These systems are integrat-
ed with the Information and 
eGovernment Authority to 
ensure accuracy and trans-
parency.

Unemployment payments 
have been extended from 
six to nine months annually. 
University graduates now re-
ceive monthly allowances of 
BD200, up from BD150, and 
the compensation cap for dis-
missed workers has doubled 
to BD1,000.

The Ministry confirmed that 
some closed cases have been 
reopened after further review.

While the Ministry did not 
disclose the total number of 
closed files, it emphasised that 
its grievance-handling pro-
cess reflects its commitment 
to fairness.

Environmental cases: Appeal period may double

H Naser
TDT | Manama 

The Public Utilities and En-
vironment Committee has 

endorsed MP Dr. Ali Al Noaimi’s 
proposal to extend the appeal 
period for administrative deci-
sions under Bahrain’s environ-
mental protection law from 30 

to 60 days.
Dr. Al Noaimi argued that 

the current 30-day window is 
insufficient for stakeholders to 
challenge decisions effectively. 
The proposal aligns with exist-
ing Bahraini laws that provide 
a 60-day timeframe for similar 
appeals, such as the 2022 law 
on biological weapons.

The Ministry of Oil and En-
vironment and the Supreme 
Council for the Environment 
deferred to the government for 
an official stance, while the Su-
preme Judicial Council stated 
it cannot provide input at this 
stage.

The House of Representa-
tives will discuss and vote on 
the proposal next Tuesday.

Dr. Al Noaimi 
argued that the 

current 30-
day window is 

insufficient for 
stakeholders 
to challenge 

decisions 
effectively. Dr. Ali Al Noaimi
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KNOW WHAT

According to the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO), approximately 1.3 million 
people die each year as a result of road 
traffic accidents, with reckless driving 

behaviors such as speeding, alcohol 
impairment, and distracted driving being 

major contributing factors.

Parliamentary report calls for stricter 
Bahrainisation policies in key sectors

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama 

Government offices contin-
ue to rely heavily on for-
eign consultants, while 

key sectors like healthcare, ed-
ucation, and banking avoid set-
ting quotas for hiring Bahrainis, 
according to a parliamentary 
investigation.

The report reveals that many 
government departments bypass 
restrictions on hiring expatri-
ates, and private companies in 
critical sectors fail to guaran-
tee local employment. Govern-
ment-owned companies were 
also criticised.

The investigation also high-
lighted that Bahrainis are often 
overlooked for scholarships in 
high-demand fields, with lim-

ited opportunities for practical 
training.

To address this, the commit-
tee proposed several solutions. 
These include setting quotas for 
Bahraini workers in private hos-
pitals, schools, and universities, 
and urging government-owned 
companies to ensure at least 

90% of their workforce is local. 
The committee also called for 
stricter oversight to prevent ex-
patriates from filling positions 
that Bahrainis are qualified for 
and recommended that Tam-
keen fund practical training to 
help locals transition into the 
workforce more smoothly.

The report further suggest-
ed stronger hiring policies in 
the private sector, particularly 
for senior roles and HR depart-
ments, which should be reserved 
for Bahrainis. Private companies 
meeting these targets would be 
rewarded with incentives, while 
government agencies would be 

required to provide regular pro-
gress updates.

However, the investigation 
faced setbacks. Some ministries 
and government bodies were 
criticised for delaying or failing 
to provide requested data.

On a positive note, the report 
acknowledged several govern-

ment entities that have achieved 
full Bahrainisation, including 
the Ministry of Labour, Min-
istry of Industry and Com-
merce, Ministry of Electricity 
and Water Affairs, Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Planning, 
and Ministry of Youth Affairs. 
Municipal councils in the cap-
ital, Muharraq, and other re-
gions, along with the Bahrain 
Tourism and Exhibitions Au-
thority and the Real Estate Reg-
ulatory Authority, were also 
praised for having no expatriate  
employees.

The Parliamentary Investiga-
tion Committee on Bahrainisa-
tion, led by MPs Basema Mubar-
ak, Hassan Ebrahim, Hamad Al 
Doy, and Hanan Fardan, is set 
to present its findings to Parlia-
ment on Tuesday.

Hamad Al Doy, MPMaryam Al Dhaen, MPHassan Ebrahim, MPBasema Mubarak, MPw

The Indian School celebrates Vishwa Hindi Diwas

TDT | Manama

The Indian School Bahrain 
(ISB) celebrated Vishwa 

Hindi Diwaswith a series of vi-
brant programmes at the Jash-
anmal auditorium on Thursday. 

ISB Asst.Secretary & Mem-
ber-Academics Ranjini Mohan 
inaugurated the festivities in 
the presence of Principal VR  
Palaniswamy, Senior School 
& Academic Administration 
Vice-Principal  G Satheesh, Mid-
dle Section Vice-Principal Jose 
Thomas,Staff Representative 
Parvathi Devadas, Head Teach-
ers, Heads of Departments, and 
other esteemed guests.

The programme, orchestrat-
ed by the Hindi Department, 
commenced with the national 
anthems of Bahrain and India, 
followed by the school prayer. 

Grade 8 student Shahid Qamar 
recited verses from the Holy 
Qur’an.  Janki Sajikumar extend-
ed a warm welcome to the gath-
ering, marking the grand finale 
of the celebrations conducted in 
two phases. 

The first phase featured in-
ter-school competitions held 
in December, engaging various 
CBSE schools, including The 
New Millennium School, The 
Asian School, The New Indian 
School, Bahrain Indian School, 
New Horizon School, and Ibn 
Al Hytham Islamic School. Apart 
from these competitions, the 
programme featured a diverse 
array of patriotic songs, val-
ue-based songs, and folk dances. 
First prize winners in categories 
such as Hindi Poem Recitation, 
Hindi Doha Recitation, and Hin-
di Solo Song showcased their 

talents.
HoD Baboo Khan announced 

the names of winners who were 
presented with trophies and cer-
tificates by Ranjini Mohan. 

The organizing team   includ-
ed   Srilata Nair, Kahkashan 
Khan, Mahanaz Khan, Mala 
Singh, Shabreen Sulthana, Shee-
ma Attukandathil, Sayali Amod 
Kelkar,   Sreekala Suresh, Nan-
ditha Devu Sunil,Smita Helwat-
kar,Girija MK, Yogeeta Srivas-
tava, Ganga Kumari, Simarjit 
Kaur, Viji Vijoy, Nita Pradeep 
and Joolie Vivek.Students Janki 
Sajikumar, Aiza Mariam, Ayesha 
Khan, Khadeeja Subhani, Ishan 
Mistry, Arjun K Binil, Zoya 
Shaikh, Deepshikha Kishore, 
Insia Rizvi, Asra Rashid, Shreya 
Mathur, Prakrithi G Shetty and 
Devika Bineesh were the mas-
ters of ceremonies.ISB Chairman 

Adv. Binu Mannil Varughese, 
Secretary V Rajapandian, Ex-
ecutive Committee Members 
and Principal VR Palaniswamy 
congratulated the winners.

Winners:
• Hindi Handwriting Com-

petition (Class IV): 1.Beryl Ma-
hilvetharaj Jerusha-The Asian 
School,2.Serah Soni-The New 
Horizon School,  Jewel Susan 
Abraham-The Indian School 
Bahrain,3. Prathiksha Mura-
li-The Asian School, Ameya 
Suresh-New Millennium School.

• Hindi Poem Recitation 
(Class V):1.Mihika Amitkumar 
Bamanya-The Indian School 
Bahrain,2.Sharon Aiman-Ibn Al 
Hytham Islamic School,3.Sahil-
kumar Mistry- Bahrain Indian 
School,Shirsh Yadu-The New 
Indian School.

• Hindi Storytelling Com-
petition (Class VI):1.Chan-
dra Khyathi,-Bahrain Indian 
School,2. Akshat Suresh Ku-
mar-New Millennium School,3.
Uday Pratap Singh-The Asian 
School.

• Hindi Speech Competi-
tion (Class VII): 1.Deepanshi 
Gopal-The Indian School Bah-
rain,2. Aditya Mishra-Bahrain 

Indian School,3.Aaditi Saxe-
na-The Asian School.

• Hindi Doha Vachan Compe-
tition (Class VIII):1. Shashankit 
Rupesh Iyer-The Indian School 
Bahrain,2.Kenisha Gupta-Bah-
rain Indian School,3.Debabrato 
Biswas-The New Indian School.

• Hindi Solo Song Competi-
tion (Class IX): 1.Tanvi M Nam-
biar-The Asian School,2.Shreya 
Muralidharan-The Indian 

School Bahrain,3.Shaik Meha-
jabeen-Ibn Al Hytham Islamic 
School,Rajneer Singh Sethi-New 
Millennium School.

• Hindi Vigyapan Making 
Competition (Class X):1.Go-
pikha Bharathi Rajan-The Asian 
School,2.Vedika Sudheer-The 
Asian School,3.Nidhi Nair,-The 
Indian School Bahrain,Mani-
sha Sandhu-The Indian School 
Bahrain.

MPs to revisit proposal for tougher penalties on reckless drivers
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

A proposal to impose tougher 
penalties on reckless drivers 

responsible for fatal crashes is 
back for parliamentary discus-
sion this Tuesday, following its 
review in October.

The amendment calls for a 
minimum six-month jail sen-
tence and fines between BD 
2,000 and BD 6,000. However, it 
has faced strong opposition from 
the Ministry of Interior, which 

questions the practicality and 
narrow scope of the proposal.

Supported by five MPs—Ab-
dulla Al Rumaihi, Abdulhakim 
Al Sheno, Ali Al Doseri, Najeeb 

Al Kuwari, and Waleed Al Dos-
eri—the amendment targets 
dangerous driving behaviours 
such as reckless overtaking and 
misuse of emergency lanes, 

which are often linked to fatal 
accidents.

The Ministry of Interior ar-

gues that the proposal could 
undermine judges’ ability to 
consider individual circum-

stances by imposing mandatory 
minimum penalties. The min-
istry also criticised the vague 
wording in the amendment, 
particularly terms like ‘secu-
rity and safety,’ which it be-
lieves could lead to inconsistent  
enforcement.

The committee reviewing 
the proposal has recommend-
ed rejecting it, citing existing 
laws—such as Article 342 of the 
Penal Code—that already ad-
dress reckless driving leading 
to fatalities.

Abdulla Al Rumaihi, MPAli Saqer Al Doseri, MP
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An interesting fact about GDP is that it is often used as an indicator of a country’s 
economic health, but it doesn’t measure the overall well-being of a population. For 

example, GDP can grow due to increased production or spending, but it doesn’t 
account for factors like income inequality, environmental sustainability, or quality 

of life. This has led to the development of alternative indicators, such as the Human 
Development Index (HDI), which aims to provide a broader view of societal progress.

KNOW WHAT

Non-Oil GDP hits 86%
Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama 

Non-oil sectors now con-
tribute approximately 
86% of Bahrain’s GDP, 

according to third-quarter 2024 
data announced by Deputy 
Prime Minister Shaikh Khalid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa. 

Shaikh Khalid added that the 
Kingdom has transformed its 
economy into one of the most 
varied in the region, thanks to 
the guidance of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and the oversight of His Roy-
al Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.  

Progress has been steady, with 
68% of planned projects com-
pleted by the close of 2024.

His remarks came in response 
to parliamentary questions from 
MPs Khalid Saleh Buanaq and 
Abdulwahid Qarata on the pro-
gress of the Government Action 
Plan (2023–2026). 

Shaikh Khalid  explained 
that an advanced digital system 
keeps track of ministries’ work, 
project timelines and progress, 
with updates regularly provided 
to the Cabinet and ministerial 
committees.

Bahrain has made headway 
through its Economic Recovery 
Plan, launched in October 2021. 
Of 27 programmes, 22 have been 
completed, focusing on job cre-
ation, business efficiency, major 
development projects, strength-
ening sectors, and sound public 
finances. In employment, over 
29,000 Bahrainis were hired in 
both 2022 and 2023, and another 
27,147 in 2024, alongside tens of 

thousands trained, exceeding 
yearly targets. Foreign invest-
ment brought in $2.86 billion 
by the end of 2023, surpassing 
earlier goals. Major infrastruc-
ture undertakings valued at over 
$30 billion included the Bap-
co Modernisation Programme 
(BMP), King Hamad American 
Mission Hospital and upgrades 
to utilities in Hawar Island and 
East Hidd. Bahrain’s non-oil 
economy grew by 7.5 per cent 
in 2022 and 4 per cent in 2023, 
supported by focused strategies 
across key industries such as 
logistics, manufacturing, and 
finance.

EWA

Infrastructure remains a cor-
nerstone of the government’s 
efforts. In electricity, new trans-
mission stations, including the 
Jasra 400 kV station and three 
66 kV stations in Karzakan, 
Northern Riffa and Bilaj Al-
Jazair, have been established. 
Water supply systems, such as 
the East Sitra project with 11 
million gallons of capacity and 
new reservoirs in South Saar 
and Hunainiya holding 22.5 mil-
lion gallons, have enhanced the 
kingdom’s water infrastructure.

Kuwait Health Centre
In healthcare, the expansion 

of the Kuwait Health Centre 

is nearing completion, while a 
long-term care hospital in Mu-
harraq has been built, with its 
inauguration expected soon. 
By the end of 2024, Bahrain 
registered 941 healthcare fa-
cilities, including 29 hospitals 
and 368 medical centres, as part 
of efforts to broaden access to 
medical services. The ‘Sahati’ 
insurance scheme is also being 
developed to streamline health 
coverage.

Academic buildings
Education has seen similar in-

vestment. New academic build-
ings were added to schools in 
Riffa, Busaiteen and Qalali, in-

creasing capacity for hundreds 
of students. Private investment 
in education surpassed BD 12 
million in 2023, demonstrating 
strong collaboration between 
the government and local busi-
nesses to support infrastructure 
and training.

Sitra Housing Project
Housing projects continue 

apace, with 1,269 units complet-
ed as part of the third phase of 
the Sitra Housing Project. Other 
works in Salman City and Buhair 
are underway, alongside the re-
development of older areas such 
as Muharraq. Plans for Muhar-
raq include 300 new or renovat-

ed homes, upgraded services, 
and the introduction of spaces 
for tourism and culture.

Tree planting
The environment is also firm-

ly on the agenda. Tree plant-
ing, waste management pro-
grammes, and updated systems 
for monitoring air quality have 
been implemented. Efforts to 
protect marine life and habitats 
reflect Bahrain’s focus on bal-
ancing growth with ecological 
care.

Kept inflation low
To ease cost-of-living pres-

sures, the government has kept 
inflation low at 1.3 per cent dur-
ing the first half of 2024, com-
pared to a global average of 4.3 
per cent. Citizens continue to 
benefit from a range of support 
programmes, including allow-
ances for housing, pensions, 
and disability assistance. Fuel 
and utility subsidies are main-
tained for eligible households. 
The ‘Tamkeen’ Labour Fund has 
launched initiatives targeting 
50,000 Bahrainis, helping to 
raise wages in the private sec-
tor and bolster small businesses.

‘Sijilat 3.0’
Digital transformation has 

been a key focus, with 695 gov-
ernment services now available 
online. Upgrades to platforms 
such as ‘Sijilat 3.0’ and the ‘Ta-
wasul’ national complaints sys-
tem have streamlined processes 
for residents and businesses 
alike. Plans are in place to devel-
op another 300 services, ensur-
ing that the government remains 
accessible and efficient.

Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Deputy Prime Minister

Bahraini manufacturers secure 75% 
of GCC market with strategic deals

Mohammed Darwish 
TDT | Manama

Preferential treatment deals 
with Saudi Arabia and UAE in 

government procurements have 
ensured Bahraini manufacturers 
access to 75% of the GCC market, 
said Industry and Commerce 
Minister Abdulla Fakhro.

Speaking in Parliament, 
Fakhro outlined the ministry’s 
evaluation of 200 factories as 
part of its digital transformation 
initiative, supported by 20 inter-
nationally certified Bahraini as-
sessors through Tamkeen. A key 
component of this strategy is the 
‘Takamul’ programme, launched 
in August 2023, which redirects 
industrial sector spending to-
wards the local market.

The Minister explained that 
the reciprocity agreements 
with Saudi Arabia and the UAE, 
reached in February and Novem-
ber of the previous year, grant 
Bahraini manufacturers the 
same advantages once reserved 
for domestic producers in these 
countries. He also highlighted 
a new incentive for business-
es that employ more Bahrainis, 
invest in their training, and of-
fer competitive wages. These 

businesses can qualify for a val-
ue-added certificate from the 
ministry, which provides a 10% 
advantage in future government 
tenders. Additionally, Fakhro 
revealed that a study on man-
ufacturing gaps has been com-
pleted to help localise industries 
and reduce dependency on im-
ports. The findings were shared 
with the Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (BCCI), 
paving the way for new opportu-
nities for existing factories and 
international investors.

The minister encouraged the 
private sector to capitalise on 
these opportunities, noting that 
several initiatives, including 
smart factories incorporating 
Fourth Industrial Revolution 
technologies, are already in pro-
gress.

MP Ahmed Al Salloom praised 
the achievements, recognising 
them as the result of collabora-
tive efforts by various govern-
ment entities, particularly the 
Ministry of Industry and Com-
merce. He also advocated for a 
regular review of incentives for 
industrial companies, especially 
start-ups, small businesses, and 
large foreign firms contributing 
to Bahrain’s economy.

Minister of Industry and Commerce, Abdulla Fakhro Ahmed Al Salloom, MP



Trump sentenced to ‘unconditional 
discharge’ for hush money conviction
AFP | New York

A judge sentenced Donald 
Trump to an unconditional 

discharge yesterday for cover-
ing up hush money payments to 
a porn star despite the US presi-
dent-elect’s last-ditch efforts to 
avoid becoming the first felon 
in the White House.

The judge spared Trump 
prison or a fine even though 
the 34 counts of falsifying busi-
ness records on which he was 
convicted in May 2024 carried 
potential jail time.

Instead New York judge 
Juan Merchan handed down 
the mildest criminal sanction 
available, an unconditional dis-
charge -- a relatively uncom-
mon measure.

“Never before has this court 
been presented with such a 
unique and remarkable set of 
circumstances,” said Merchan.

“The only lawful sentence 
that permits entry of a judg-
ment of conviction without en-
croaching on the highest office 
of the land is an unconditional 
discharge.”

Trump attended his sentenc-
ing virtually, with the judge, 
lawyers and media packed into 
the scruffy Manhattan court-
room that was the backdrop 
to the trial’s high drama, legal 
wrangling and vitriolic per-
sonal attacks by the divisive 
Republican.

“This has been a very terrible 
experience. I think it’s been a 
tremendous setback for New 
York and the New York court 

system,” Trump said before the 
discharge was passed.

“It was done to damage my 
reputation, so I would lose the 
election.”

The former president ap-
peared on screens in the court-
room with two large US flags 
behind him, wearing a red tie 
with white stripes and looking 
on impatiently as the brief pro-

ceeding unfolded.
Ahead of the sentencing, 

prosecutor Joshua Steinglass 
said Trump had been convicted 
of a “premeditated and contin-
uous deception.”

“The verdict in this case was 
unanimous and decisive and it 
must be respected,” he said.

The trial saw Trump forced 
to look on as a string of wit-
nesses testified that he had 
fraudulently covered up illicit 
payments to porn star Stormy 
Daniels in an effort to stop her 
disclosing their tryst ahead of 
the 2016 presidential election, 
which he ultimately won.

Trump had sought a suspen-
sion of the criminal proceed-
ings after a New York State ap-
peals court dismissed his effort 
to have the hearing delayed.

But the Supreme Court ruled 
that the sentencing could pro-
ceed.

Los Angeles fire deaths at 10 as National Guard called in
Thousands displaced, over 10,000 structures destroyed in devastating California fires

• Over 35,000 acres burned 
across Los Angeles County

• Pacific Palisades and 
Altadena hit hardest; 
celebrity homes destroyed

AFP | Los Angeles

Massive wildfires that en-
gulfed whole neighborhoods 
and displaced thousands in 

Los Angeles have killed at least 10 
people, authorities said, as California’s 
National Guard soldiers readied to hit 
the streets to help quell disorder.

Swaths of the United States’ sec-
ond-largest city lay in ruins yesterday, 
with more than 10,000 structures 
destroyed according to the state’s fire 
service.

“I lost everything. My house burned 
down and I lost everything,” said Hes-
ter Callul, who had reached a shelter 
after fleeing her Altadena home.

Firefighters were battling multiple 
blazes backed by water-dropping hel-
icopters, thanks to a temporary lull 
in winds, as the Los Angeles County 
Medical Examiner announced the 
death toll had reached 10.

With reports of looting, Los Angeles 
County ordered a nighttime curfew, 
and the state’s National Guard was on 
hand to patrol affected areas.

Governor Gavin Newsom said the 

service members were part of a thou-
sands-strong deployment of state per-
sonnel.

“We’re throwing everything at our 
disposal -– including our National 
Guard service members –- to protect 
communities in the days to come,” 
he said.

“And to those who would seek to 
take advantage of evacuated commu-
nities, let me be clear: looting will not 
be tolerated.”

Los Angeles County Sheriff Robert 
Luna said his officers were patrolling 
evacuation zones and would arrest 
anyone who was not supposed to be 

there.
The flames have so far burned more 

than 35,000 acres (14,160 hectares) in 
Los Angeles, the state’s fire agency 
reported.

With such a huge area scorched, 
evacuees feared not enough was being 
done and some were taking matters 

into their own hands.
Nicholas Norman mounted an 

armed vigil at his home after seeing 
suspicious characters in the middle 
of the night.

“I did the classic American thing: I 
went and got my shotgun and I sat out 
there, and put a light on so they knew 
people were there,” he told AFP.

 ‘Death and destruction’ 
The biggest of the multiple blazes 

has ripped through almost 20,000 
acres of the upscale Pacific Palisades 
neighborhood, while another fire 
around Altadena has torched about 
13,700 acres.

Firefighters said they were starting 
to get a handle on the Pacific Palisades 
blaze, with six percent of its perimeter 
contained -- meaning it can’t spread 
any further in that direction.

But after a lull, winds were return-
ing and new fires continued to erupt.

One flared near Calabasas and the 
wealthy Hidden Hills enclave, home 
to celebrities like Kim Kardashian.

The Kenneth Fire exploded to al-
most 1,000 acres within hours, forcing 
more people from their homes, with 
over 180,000 displaced.

US President Joe Biden told a White 
House briefing he had pledged extra 
federal funds and resources to help 
the state cope with “the most... dev-
astating fire in California’s history.”

Unlike on Tuesday when the mul-
ti-pronged disaster roared to life and 
100-mile (160-kilometer)-an-hour 
winds grounded all aircraft, firefight-
ers were able to keep up a steady 

stream of sorties.
Some of those forced out of their 

homes began to return Thursday to 
find scenes of devastation.

Kalen Astoor, a 36-year-old parale-
gal, said her mother’s home had been 
spared by the inferno’s seemingly 
random and chaotic destruction. But 
many other homes had not.

“The view now is of death and de-
struction,” she told AFP. “I don’t know 
if anyone can come back for a while.”

 ‘Critical’ 
Meanwhile an AFP overflight of the 

Pacific Palisades and Malibu -- some 
of the most expensive real estate in 
the world and home to celebrities like 
Paris Hilton and Anthony Hopkins 

-- revealed desolation.
“This is crazy... All these homes, 

gone,” said helicopter pilot Albert 
Azouz.

On highly coveted Malibu ocean-
front plots, skeletal frames of build-
ings indicated the lavish scale of what 
has been destroyed.

Multimillion-dollar mansions have 
vanished entirely, seemingly swept 
into the Pacific Ocean by the force of 
the fire.

In the Palisades, grids of roads that 
were until Tuesday lined with stun-
ning homes now resemble makeshift 
cemeteries.

The fires could be the costliest ever 
recorded, with AccuWeather estimat-
ing total damage and loss between 
$135 billion and $150 billion.

For millions of people in the area, 
life was disrupted: schools were 
closed, hundreds of thousands were 
without power and major events were 
canceled or, in the case of an NFL 
playoff game between the Los Ange-
les Rams and the Minnesota Vikings, 
moved somewhere else.

Meteorologists have warned that 
“critical” windy and dry conditions, 
though abated, were not over.

A National Weather Service bul-
letin said “significant fire growth” 
remained likely “with ongoing or new 
fires” into yesterday.

Wildfires occur naturally, but sci-
entists say human-caused climate 
change is altering weather and chang-
ing the dynamics of the blazes.

The only lawful 
sentence that permits 

entry of a judgment 
of conviction without 

encroaching on the 
highest office of the 

land is an unconditional 
discharge

NEW YORK JUDGE JUAN MERCHAN

Last 2 years crossed 1.5C global 
warming limit: EU monitor

AFP | Paris

The last two years exceeded 
on average a critical warming 

limit for the first time as global 
temperatures soar “beyond what 
modern humans have ever experi-
enced”, Europe’s climate monitor 
said yesterday.

This does not mean the inter-
nationally-agreed 1.5C warming 
threshold has been permanently 
breached, but the Copernicus Cli-
mate Change Service said it was 
drawing dangerously near.

Copernicus confirmed that 
2024 was the hottest year on re-
cord, surpassing 2023 and extend-
ing a streak of extraordinary heat 
that fuelled climate extremes on 
all continents.

Another record-breaking year is 
not anticipated in 2025, as climate 
sceptic Donald Trump takes of-
fice, and a deadline looms for na-
tions to commit to curbing rising 
levels of greenhouse gases.

But scientists predict that 2025 
will likely still rank among the top 
three warmest years in the history 
books.

This excess heat supercharges 
extreme weather, and 2024 saw 
countries from Spain to Kenya, 
the United States and Nepal hit by 
disasters that cost more than $300 
billion by some estimates.

Los Angeles is battling dead-
ly wildfires that have destroyed 
thousands of buildings and forced 
tens of thousands to flee their 
homes. US President Joe Biden 
said the fires were the most “dev-
astating” to hit California and 
were proof that “climate change 
is real”.

Copernicus said sustained, 
unprecedented warming made 
average temperatures over 2023 
and 2024 more than 1.5 degrees 
Celsius hotter than pre-industrial 
times.

This “should alarm us all”, Brit-
ain’s Energy Security Minister Ed 
Miliband said yesterday.

A woman walks through flood waters

Kenneth fire (below) approaches homes while the back side of the Palisade fire (above) continues

A Bank of America is fully engulfed in flames along Lake Ave. during the Eaton fire in the Altadena area of Los Angeles county

The Los Angeles wildfires 
could be the costliest ever 
recorded, with estimated 

damages and losses 
ranging from $135 billion 

to $150 billion

KNOW WHAT

Trump says arranging a meeting with Putin
AFP | Washington

US President-elect Donald 
Trump said Thursday that 

Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
wanted to meet and that a ren-
dezvous between the pair was 
being arranged.

He made the statement just a 
week and a half before taking of-
fice, following promises during 
his campaign to bring peace to 
Ukraine, which has been under 
Russian invasion since February 
2022.

“He wants to meet, and we’re 
setting it up,” Trump said at a 
meeting with Republican gov-
ernors at his Mar-a-Lago resort 
in Palm Beach, Florida.

“President Putin wants to 
meet, he’s said that even pub-

licly, and we have to get that war 
over with, that’s a bloody mess.”

Trump has never made any 

concrete proposals for a cease-
fire or peace deal, and has often 
criticized the large amount of 

military aid the United States 
has sent to Kyiv.

Trump has also frequently 
mocked Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky as a “sales-
man,” while raising eyebrows 
in Washington by rarely criti-
cizing Putin -- and even speak-
ing admiringly of the Kremlin  
leader.

In addition to criticizing the 
massive military aid sent to 
Ukraine under President Joe 
Biden, Trump has raised doubts 
over continued US involvement 
in the Western military alliance 
NATO.

The United States under Bid-
en has been Ukraine’s biggest 
wartime backer, providing mil-
itary aid worth more than $65 
billion since February 2022.

Globally ostracized, Venezuela’s Maduro takes third presidential oath
AFP | Caracas 

Venezuela’s President Nico-
las Maduro is set to take the 

oath of office for a third six-year 
term later yesterday, shunned 
internationally over claims of 
voter fraud and repression but 
bolstered by a loyal military.

The ceremony comes a day 
after thousands took to the 
streets to protest his alleged 
power grab, with opposition 
leader Maria Corina Machado 
briefly held by security forces, 
according to her team.

Critics have reported a fresh 
wave of repression in the lead-
up to yesterday, with several 
activists and opposition fig-
ures arrested in recent days -- 

prompting the UN to express 
alarm.

Just Thursday, at least 17 pro-
testers were detained, accord-
ing to a post on X by Gonzalo 

Himiob of the NGO Foro Penal.
Maduro had ordered the de-

ployment of thousands of police 
and soldiers who cast a menac-
ing pall over Thursday’s rallies 

and are keeping a watchful eye 
over the capital Caracas.

“We are ready!” Maduro pro-
claimed on his Telegram chan-
nel ahead of the investiture 
ceremony scheduled for noon 
(1600 GMT).

“No fascism or imperialism 
that can stop” the swearing-in, 
he added -- using terms by 
which he often refers to the 
opposition. The opposition ac-
cuses Maduro, 62, of stealing 
the election of July 28 last year, 
and the United States, Euro-
pean Union and several Latin 
American countries have rec-
ognized opposition candidate  
Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia as 
Venezuela’s legitimate presi-
dent-elect.

US President Donald Trump (R) attends a meeting with Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin during the G20 summit in Osaka (file photo)

US President-elect Donald Trump appears remotely for a sentencing hearing

Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro gestures next to First Lady Cilia Flores

Nobel laureate Malala Yousafzai to 
visit native Pakistan for girls’ summit

AFP | Islamabad

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Malala Yousafzai will at-

tend an international summit 
on girls’ education hosted by 
her native Pakistan, where she 
was nearly killed by militants 
as a schoolgirl.

Yousafzai was evacuated 
from the country in 2012 after 
being shot by the Pakistan Tal-
iban, who were enraged by her 
activism, and she has returned 
to the country only a handful 
of times since.

A spokesperson for the 
Malala Fund charity con-
firmed Yousafzai will appear 
in person at the summit, which 
will focus on education in Is-
lamic nations.

“I am excited to join Mus-
lim leaders from around the 
world for a critical confer-
ence on girls’ education,” 
she said yesterday in a post  
on X.

“On Sunday, I will speak 
about protecting rights for 
all girls to go to school, and 
why leaders must hold the 

Taliban accountable for their 
crimes against Afghan women 
& girls.”

Pakistan’s education minis-
ter Khalid Maqbool Siddiqui 
said the Taliban government 
have been invited to attend, 
however officials from the 
neighbouring country have not 
responded to AFP requests for 
comment.

Afghanistan is the only 
country in the world where 
girls and women are banned 
from going to school and uni-
versity.

Since returning to power 
in 2021, the Taliban govern-
ment has imposed an austere 
version of Islamic law which 
the United Nations has called 
“gender apartheid”.

Girls are only allowed to 
attend primary school, while 
women are largely restricted 
to working in segregated en-
vironments in health or edu-
cation.

The Taliban administration 
claims that Islamic law “guar-
antees” the rights of Afghan 
men and women.

IF WE DESIRE RESPECT FOR THE 
LAW, WE MUST FIRST MAKE THE 
LAW RESPECTABLE
LOUIS D. BRANDEIS
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President Jimmy Cart-
e r ’s  re s o l u t e  a n d 

humble leadership saved 
millions of lives. I hope 
his legacy will serve as a 
guide for the world and 
generations to come.

@DrTedros

Almost 3 years into 
Russia’s war of ag-

gression, Ukraine can 
keep counting on its 
friends and partners. To-
day, we deliver €3 billion 
to Ukraine, the 1st pay-
ment of the EU part of the 
G7 loan. Giving Ukraine 
the financial power to 
continue fighting for its 
freedom – and prevail.

@vonderleyen

António Guterres @
antonioguterres · 9h 

I congratulate Joseph 
Aoun on his election as 
President of the Repub-
lic of Lebanon. After a 
presidential vacuum of 
over two years, this is an 
important development. 
I encourage the swift for-
mation of a new govern-
ment to address the needs 
& aspirations of the Leba-
nese people.

@antonioguterres

I’m surging every fed-
eral resource possi-

ble to Southern Califor-
nia, including hundreds 
of federal firefighters, 
30 firefighting helicop-
ters and planes, 8 DoD 
C-130s, and 500 military 
ground-clearing person-
nel. We’re working with 
@DeptofDefense to iden-
tify what more we can 
surge.

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u A Russian court 
was to issue guilty 
verdicts yesterday in 

an “extremism” trial against three lawyers 
who worked for Alexei Navalny, escalating a 
crackdown against the Kremlin critic’s allies 
even after his death. The charismatic opposition 
leader brought tens of thousands onto the streets 
to protest against President Vladimir Putin, 
while his investigations into the hidden wealth 
of Putin’s inner circle racked up millions of views 

online -- drawing scorn and retribution from the Kremlin. Following his death in 
an Arctic prison colony almost one year ago, Russian authorities have targeted 
Navalny’s allies and relatives, most of whom had already fled abroad.

 u South Korea’s 
presidential 
security chief said 
yesterday there must be no bloodshed 
if investigators attempt to execute 
another arrest warrant for impeached 
President Yoon Suk Yeol over his 
failed martial law bid. Yoon has refused 
questioning and last week resisted arrest 
in a tense stand-off between his guards and 
investigators after his short-lived power 
grab plunged South Korea into its worst 
political crisis in decades. “I understand many citizens are concerned about the 
current situation where government agencies are in conflict and confrontation,” 
Presidential Security Service (PSS) chief Park Chong-jun told reporters yesterday 
before he was questioned at the Korean National Police Agency.

 u Eight people were 
wounded in a hammer attack 
at a university in Tokyo 

yesterday, with a 22-year-old student 
arrested at the scene, Japanese media 
said. All those hurt were conscious, 
according to public broadcaster NHK, 
which cited police sources as saying that 
the afternoon attack took place at Hosei 
University’s Tama Campus. NHK and other 
media outlets said the attacker, a woman 

sociology student, had swung a hammer during a class..

Navalny lawyers face long 
sentences in ‘extremism’ trial

Hammer attacker wounds 8 
at Japanese university: media

S. Korea presidential security chief 
urges ‘no bloodshed’ in Yoon arrest

Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Malala Yousafzai (file photo)

1599 1838 1879 1922
Jacob van Neck’s fleet leaves Bantam, Java in 
modern day Indonesia with 1 million pounds 
of pepper and cloves and a further half a 
ship full of nutmeg, mace and cinnamon

First public demonstration of telegraph 
messages sent using dots and dashes at 
Speedwell Ironworks in Morristown, New 
Jersey by Samuel Morse and Alfred Vail

Anglo-Zulu War begins as 
British Lieutenant-General 
Lord Chelmsford invades 
Zululand in South Africa

Insulin first used on humans 
to treat diabetes, Frederick 

Banting injects fellow Canadian 
Leonard Thompson, aged 14

S P O T L I G H T
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celebs

Across
1- Tickle pink; 6- Flat sound; 10- Environmental sci.; 14- Unit of volume; 15- ___ Ness monster; 
16- That’s ___!; 17- The devil; 18- Winglike parts; 19- Makes brown; 20- Wipe off; 21- Light 
ax; 23- Paranormal letters; 25- Start to fix?; 26- Emulates Eminem; 29- ... ___ saw Elba; 32- 
Alpaca’s cousin; 37- Greek letter; 38- Actual; 39- Sailor; 40- In spite of; 43- Tempt; 44- Little 
bit; 45- It’s nothing; 46- Place on a scale; 47- Russo of “Tin Cup”; 48- Designer Chanel; 49- 
Yale student; 51- U-turn from NNW; 53- Malarkey; 58- California-Nevada lake; 62- First class; 
63- Russian ruler; 64- Unified; 65- Matches a bet; 66- Goldfinger portrayer Frobe; 67- Beat 
back; 68- Warts and all; 69- Garfield’s pal; 70- Short literary composition;

 Down 
1- Otherwise; 2- Storyteller; 3- ___ boy!; 4- Tantalizes; 5- Sea eagles; 6- Blind piece; 7- Han 
___ was a “Star Wars” character; 8- Shrimp dish; 9- Clip wool; 10- I could ___ horse!; 11- Cat’s 
nail; 12- Sty cry; 13- ___ Misérables; 22- Treasure State capital; 24- Golfer Calvin; 26- Extend a 
subscription; 27- Make up for wrongdoing; 28- Singer LaBelle; 30- College cheer; 31- Borden 
bovine; 33- Boy; 34- Acid type; 35- Crazed; 36- ___-Saxon; 38- Wealth; 39- Fills to the gills; 41- 
Hairpiece; 42- Imperial unit of weight; 47- Washed lightly; 48- Stops; 50- Release; 52- Blank 
look; 53- Denials; 54- That’s ___ haven’t heard; 55- Capone’s nemesis; 56- Indian garment; 
57- Harper’s Bazaar illustrator; 59- Jumps on one leg; 60- Draft rating; 61- Hard to hold; 
62- Al Jolson’s real first name;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

‘Wicked’ tops SAG Awards nominations
• Wicked earns five 
nominations, including 
Best Cast, Lead Actress, 
and Stunt Ensemble

• Bob Dylan 
biopic A Complete 
Unknown secures 
four nominations, 
including Lead Actor

• Adrien Brody’s The 
Brutalist only scores 
one nod; Angelina 
Jolie’s Maria shut out

• Globes darling 
Emilia Perez and 
Cannes favorite 
Anora each receive 
three nominations

AFP | Los Angeles

Hit musical “Wicked” 
topped the nominations 
Wednesday for the in-

fluential Screen Actors Guild 
Awards, which are key to Oscars 
glory, while Golden Globes dar-
ling “The Brutalist” only got one 
nod and “Maria” star Angelina 
Jolie was shut out.

“Wicked,” the big-screen ad-
aptation of the Broadway smash, 
earned five nods including for 

“outstanding performance by a 
cast” -- the top SAG Awards prize 
-- lead actress, supporting actor 
and actress, and stunt ensemble.

Bob Dylan biopic “A Complete 
Unknown” scored four nomina-
tions while surreal narco-musi-
cal “Emilia Perez,” a major win-
ner at Sunday’s Globes, scored 
three nods.

Those three films will battle 
with Cannes favorite “Anora,” 
which also had three nomina-
tions, and papal thriller “Con-
clave” for the top cast award, 

organizers announced.
“The Brutalist,” an epic im-

migrant drama about a Hun-
garian architect who survives 
the Holocaust and moves to the 
United States, was left out of 
that category, only earning one 
nomination for Globes winner 
Adrien Brody.

The SAG Awards are voted on 
by Hollywood actors, who rep-
resent the biggest branch of the 
membership of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Scienc-
es, which votes for the Oscars.

The prizes are therefore close-
ly watched as indicators of who 
might be in the running for an 
Academy Award.

Jolie’s failure to secure a SAG 
nomination for her portrayal of 
opera diva Maria Callas in “Ma-
ria” may not bode well for her 
Oscars hopes.

Vying for lead actress honors 
with “Wicked” star Cynthia Eri-
vo will be Globes winner Demi 
Moore for body horror film “The 
Substance,” Pamela Anderson 
(“The Last Showgirl”), Karla 

Sofia Gascon (“Emilia Perez”) 
and Mikey Madison (“Anora”).

Also left out in that stacked 
category was Nicole Kidman, 
who earned critical acclaim for 
her turn in the steamy “Baby-
girl,” and Globes winner Fernan-
da Torres, for “I’m Still Here” 
about Brazil’s military dictator-
ship.

Brody will compete for lead 
actor honors against Ralph Fi-
ennes in “Conclave,” Timothee 
Chalamet for his turn as Dylan in 
“A Complete Unknown,” Daniel 
Craig in “Queer” and Colman 
Domingo for “Sing Sing.”

“Wicked” had a difficult night 
at the Golden Globes, only win-

ning the award for cinematic 
and box office achievement, 
but it came roaring back in the 
SAG nominations, with Ariana 
Grande and Jonathan Bailey 
earning individual nods.

The SAG Awards also honor 
television, with Japanese histor-
ical drama “Shogun” -- already 
a big winner at the Emmys and 
Golden Globes -- leading with 
five nominations.

The SAG Awards will take 
place on February 23 in Los An-
geles, and will stream live for the 
second year running on Netflix.

The live in-person announce-
ment of the nominations on 
Wednesday was cancelled due 
to the devastating wildfires in 
the Los Angeles area.

Later Wednesday, organizers 
of the Critics Choice Awards -- 
scheduled for Sunday -- told AFP 
the gala would be postponed due 
to the blazes.

DGA nominations 
Hollywood’s directors’ guild 

also announced its own nomi-
nations on Wednesday.

The shortlist includes Sean 
Baker for “Anora,” Jacques Au-
diard for “Emilia Perez,” Edward 
Berger for “Conclave,” Brady 
Corbet for “The Brutalist” and 
James Mangold for “A Complete 
Unknown.”

Jon Chu was shut out for 
“Wicked.”

The DGA Awards take place on 
February 10.

Johnny Depp warns fans over 
‘deceptive’ social media accounts
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Johnny Depp has warned his 
fans of the dangers posed 
by “online scammers”.

The 61-year-old actor 
has taken to social me-
dia to wish his fans a 
happy New Year and to 
warn them of “decep-
tive social media and 
email accounts” that 
are “impersonating” 
him.

Johnny wrote on 
Instagram: “Happy 
New Year, Everyone -

“Sadly, it has been 
brought to my at-
tention that  on-
line scammers are 

intensifying their 
efforts to target my 

fans and supporters. As 

part of their tactics, they create 
multiple, deceptive social me-
dia and email accounts imper-
sonating me and members of my  
team.

“Today, AI can create the illu-
sion of my face and voice. Scam-
mers may look and sound just like 
the real me. But, neither I, nor my 
team, will ask you for money or 
your personal information.

“We are actively working to 
combat these illicit schemes. 
(sic)”

Johnny then listed the handles 
of his official accounts on Insta-
gram, Facebook and TikTok.

The Hollywood star - who has 
more than 28 million followers 
on Instagram - noted that he 
doesn’t “interact directly with 
fans on any social media plat-
forms, via email, or via chat-based  
platforms”.

Tom Holland and Zendaya get matching tattoos
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Tom Holland and Zendaya 
got matching tattoos before 

getting engaged.
The 28-year-old actor is 

believed to have popped the 
question to his ‘Spider-Man: 
No Way Home’ co-star over the 
Christmas period but before 
they agreed to get married, they 
made another commitment by 
getting one another’s first ini-
tial inked onto their bodies on 
27 November.

Lily Jarnryd told how the 
pair visited the Boston Tattoo 
Company and she inked a small 
‘t’ just underneath 28-year-old 
Zendaya’s armpit, and a tiny ‘z’ 
at the top of Tom’s ribcage.

She added to People maga-
zine: “They were lovely to meet 
and it was a lot of fun!”

News of the couple’s engage-
ment emerged after fans spot-

ted the ‘Challengers’ actress 
sporting a huge diamond ring at 
the Golden Globe awards over 
the weekend, and it was later 
claimed that, while she initial-
ly planned to keep the news 

secret, Zendaya was ultimately 
too “excited” to stay quiet.

A source told UsWeekly: 
“Tom figured the holidays were 
the best time to propose in a 
very low-key way.

“She didn’t want anything 
over the top.”

“Zendaya tried to keep it a 
secret but was very excited to 
show off her ring. She didn’t 
think people would notice but 
didn’t care either way.”

The insider noted that Tom - 
who met Zendaya in 2018 and 
the pair went public with their 
relationship in 2021 - feels as if 
it is “right time” for marriage 
even though she never put any 
“pressure” on him to pop the 
question.

The source said: “Tom want-
ed to propose because he feels 
he is at the right time in his 
life and feels ready to settle  
down.

Johnny Depp

Tom Holland and Zendaya

Screen Actors Guild 
Awards, voted on by 

Hollywood actors and 
closely watched as an 
Oscars predictor, will 

take place on February 
23 in Los Angeles and 
will be streamed live 

on Netflix

KNOW

BETTER

Marc Platt, Ethan Slater, Ariana Grande, and Cynthia Erivo accept the Best Film Award for “Wicked” from Ryan Reynolds 
onstage during The National Board of Review Annual Awards Gala
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ALGHANIM INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - For has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300616 or karim.eissa@falghanim.
com
WA Tech Water Technology W.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OPERATOR(MECHANI-
CAL MACHINERY)GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17720617 or CON-
TACT@WATECHMENA.COM
WOOD ART WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36922339 or RAS-
HOOD2655@GMAIL.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17369993 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
WOOD ART WORKSHOP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER(FURNITURE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36922339 or 
RASHOOD2655@GMAIL.COM
AL BUTAIN SUPERMARKET has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39441044 or FAW-
ZEYA57@OUTLOOK.COM
First Choice Cleaning Services Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 36491411 
or MURTAZAWALI100@GMAIL.COM
ALHANAFI CLEANING CO. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39904366 or hanafico@batelco.com.bh
G4S GENERAL CLEANING AND MAINTE-
NANCE SERVICES  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17714409 or ossama.
ibrahim@BH.G4S.COM
ABDULLA ALI AHMED MOHAMMED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17772520 or ABDULLAKWI22@GMAIL.COM
CINDERELLA STAR LADIES TAILORING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33578798 or 
ALZUBAIDY1967@GMAIL.COM
PARADISE RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17535306 or lonenuman@
gmail.com
nwader abu ali birds and veterinary and trad-
ing has a vacancy for the occupation of POR-
TER (SHOP), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33207757 or NWADER.4VET@GMAIL.
COM
ASSURE CONSULTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ASSISTANT MANAG-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17531883 or assureconsult@gmail.com
GHAZALI USED TOOLS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36505588 or RE-
MOO112211REMO@GMAIL.COM
MODERN KNOWLEDGE SCHOOLS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17727712 or hr@mkschoolsbh.com
ALNAIZAK TRANSPORT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66673333 or ALNAIZAKCARGO@HOT-
MAIL.COM
TAYSHET CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33286823 or 
SAMIULLAH5896@GMAIL.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17369993 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM
ZAFAR IQBAL ELECTRONICS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39859292 or 
RAJAZAFARIQBAL92@GMAIL.COM
MTQ OILFIELD SERVICES W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17166827 or 
ahmed@mtqos.com
ALHANAFI CLEANING CO. W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39904366 or hanafico@batelco.com.bh
AIRMECH COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for 

the occupation of FOREMAN ELECTRICAL 
WORKS, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17768200 or AIRMECH.BAHRAIN@
AIRMECH.NET
ALGHANIM INTERNATIONAL GENERAL 
TRADING AND CONTRACTING CO. - For has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17300616 or karim.eissa@falghanim.
com
BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE 
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39379127 or ANEESH@FOODVESTHOLD-
ING.COM
PARKFINE HOSPITALITY SERVICES COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CAR-PARK WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17704741 or BJOSEPH@
PARKFINEBH.COM
COOL WAY REFRIGERATION SPARE PARTS 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17216361 or MESAR-
FRAZ@HOTMAIL.COM
KABIR INTERIOR  DECORATION BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32083818 or 
NOWABMIAH22@GMAIL.COM
21 GRAINS HEALTHY FOODS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39435598 or 
SAJJADAWAN8366@GMAIL.COM
NOOR ALDEAA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DECORATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36444276 or ARCHDEAA83@GMAL.COM
SALON 1015 has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34440380 or ABDULLAHALZAGRI@
GMAIL.COM
AYAN MUHAMMAD ANWAR REPAIR EQUIP-
MENT ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of REPAIRMAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37516768 or AYANAYAN78697@GMAIL.COM
 PRIME CARE FACILITIES SUPPORT CO BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36560032 or 
RJANI555555@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD ASHRAF PUBLICITY AND 
ADVERTISING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66911697 or ASHRAF-
MUNEER21@GMAIL.COM
SUBHAN INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66904153 or FATIHOORAB100@GMAIL.COM
IBN ZAHID CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FITTER/ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33213724 or HTCCONTRACTING.BH@GMAIL.
COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAIN-
TENANCE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@
HOTMAIL.COM
EDGE TO EDGE INTERIOR DECORATIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33330719 or SAJIDUAF1@GMAIL.COM
FALAFEL CANADIAN TOWER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36511997 or 
ALMAHRIN4364@YAHOO.COM
Ramee Grand Hotel & Spa has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17111999 or hrg.bh@
rameehotels.com
YOUSIF AL-ZAYANI TRADING & CONTRACTING 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17224381 or ZAYNI-
CO@BATELCO.COM.BH
WAHAJ PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DECORATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37599534 or WAHAJULHASSAN9@
GMAIL.COM
BELLA BRAZIL BEAUTY SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HAIRDRESS-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13110311 or BELA_PATIF@HOTMAIL.COM
YOUSIF HAMAD MOHAMMED ALMUQLA ES-
TABLISHMENT has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 34376160 or ONTITA24@GMAIL.
COM
LAGOONA BEACH RESORT&SPA has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17660383 or INTERMILAN_1984@HOTMAIL.
COM
HASAN ALI MOHAMED HUSSAIN EST has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39717734 or HAJIHASSANALI.BH@GMAIL.
COM
Adamas Bahrain Motors Service Centre W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
EXCUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39689682 or KARL.HAMER@AD-
AMASCONSULTANTS.COM
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
INTERNATIONAL 360 SECURITY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77999360 or FISHERMAN-
SENSE@GMAIL.COM
IN & OUT SUPERMARKET has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39447117 or KHA-
LID@KBHGROUP.COM
synergic facility services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@YAHOO.
COM
AL RIYAH DOCUMENT CLERING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39802060 or alriyahdocument@gmail.com
MOHIB KHAN COMBINED FACILITIES SUP-
PORT ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36484758 or ATTAU3421@GMAIL.
COM
ARABIAN INTERNATIONAL SERVICES COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17473262 or AWALSERV@BATELCO.
COM.BH
MOHIB KHAN COMBINED FACILITIES SUP-
PORT ACTIVITIES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36484758 or AT-
TAU3421@GMAIL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.
COM.BH
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
Dolphin Consultancy Co.W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECRETARY, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17474576 or 
SELVAKUMAR4576@YAHOO.CO.IN
WELL HOMES SCRAB has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39615308 or SJA5206@
GMAIL.COM
SPECTRUM Other business support service 
activities WLL has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33330326 or 
AWAISCH3333@HOTMAIL.COM
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17784584 or 
HR@AMJASSIM.COM
ANNAI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33557702 or 
MD@MRITHUPHARMACY.COM
FAROOQ AHMED SAIN Contracting Co W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33165228 or F33165228@
GMAIL.COM
HAPPY FOOD INTERNATIONAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37154008 or SAFEERVKS1@GMAIL.COM
SCRAPPER CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 

33516400 or BUCHACONSTRUCTIONCOMPA-
NY@GMAIL.COM
PRIME CARE FACILITIES SUPPORT CO BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36560032 or 
RJANI555555@GMAIL.COM
ZAHRAT AFGHAN BUKHARI RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34336752 or EHSAN-
MASOOD500@GMAIL.COM
PANTRU REPAIR OF ELECTRONIC BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33837389 or 
MUBASHER3202@GMAIL.COM
GRAND AJK REAL ESTATE  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33423579 or SALEEMJAVED290@GMAIL.COM
ZENITH FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33087278 or HAID-
RAL1286983@GMAIL.COM
FADHEL ALI A.WAHAB  ALTAWEEL / ALMAR-
TAEISH - 7873 has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SEAMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39441924 or FALTWEEL77@
GMAIL.COM
GENERAL CONTRACTING & TRADING SER-
VICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17700663 or info@gcts-bahrain.
com
BESUITED TAILORS has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39403303 or m@besuited.
com
DURRAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING &MAIN-
TENANCE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17535158 or bucheeri5@gmail.com
FARHAN TOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16636500 or 
FARHANTOWER1@GAMIL.COM
HAMEEDA MOHAMMED ABUDLRAZZAQ has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BREAD BAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39456969 or BUZAAL1970@GMAIL.COM
middle east gate stationery has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLERK TYPIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77051514 or 
MGS.BH@HOTMAIL.COM
MASTER ZAIQA RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36545992 or BAHRAINPK@HOTMAIL.COM
Mumbai Spices has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKERS(FOOD & BEVERAGES INDUS-
TRY), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17720395 or hr@uniquewll.com
MOON STAR CLEANING CONSTRUCTION CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 16199376 or SUNSKYC.BH@GMAIL.
COM
AIRMECH COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORK SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17768200 or AIRMECH.BAHRAIN@AIRMECH.
NET
mr. sparkle cleaning has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33331155 or 
JSHAIBANI@GMAIL.COM
FARHAN TOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16636500 or 
FARHANTOWER1@GAMIL.COM
FARHAN TOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16636500 or 
FARHANTOWER1@GAMIL.COM
Madi International CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES OFFICER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17550084 or 
HR@MADI-INTL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
ATLAS ALUMINUM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SHEETMETAL WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34130996 or 
S.HUSSAIN.ISMAIL@ATLAS-ALUMINUM.COM
MERSIN SALON has a vacancy for the occu-

pation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17410045 or HALAL-
JASSMI@HOTMAIL.COM
TASNEEM DEVELOPMENT AGRICULTURE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FARMER(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17590078 or HANI.ALNOSAIF@GMAIL.
COM
ANWAR AKTHER ANWAR CONSTRUCTION OF 
FLOATING STRUCTURES CO.  W L L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36649908 or 
bhbd2030@gmail.com
ARDH  AREEJ  PERFUMES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77087794 or 
ARDHAREEJPERFUMES@GMAIL.COM
ON POINT TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37200500 or SIRAJ@ONPOINTBH.COM
FLYZONE MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39054185 or THREEKINGSPAZAWAY@
GMAIL.COM
IRON BUILD WELDING WORKSHOP W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELD-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33805276 or IRONBUILDWELDING@GMAIL.
COM
NBMT FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / FAR-
RASH, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33993272 or NEWBLUEMOONTRADING@
GMAIL.COM
AL NAWAHED FOR REPAIR OF ELECTRONICS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37092324 or SAMIULLAHSEAL-
BADSHAH@GMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
NOOR HANAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35904595 or 
ADILKHAN334442@GMAIL.COM
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WINDER 
(YARN,THREAD), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17830330 or info@esmaelylen-
zohm.com
METAFOX SERVICES CO  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34301771 or TELDOR.BH@
GMAIL.COM
KEEMA CHAPATI RESTAURANT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36960999 or HASH2H2@GMAIL.COM
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  CONSTRUC-
TION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.
COM
ATARED LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33141563 or alialkaabi549@
gmail.com
KATANA TORII JAPANESE CUISINE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38080801 or INFO@KATANATORII.COM
DESERT ART TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33990228 or SADRI-
TRADING@YAHOO.COM
EXPRESSMED DIAGNOSTICS AND RESEARCH 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SPECIALISED DOCTOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77298888 or ALKHE-
NAIZIK@GMAIL.COM
METAFOX SERVICES CO  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34301771 or TELDOR.BH@
GMAIL.COM
CAPITAL  school wll has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17008880 or pro@
ALSAFARGROUP.COM
Element Materials Technology ME Limited - 
Bahrain Branch has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of GENERAL MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39750200 or ADRIAN.
PETTITT@ELEMENT.COM

Nass Foods B.S.C. has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725522 or yousif@
aanass.net
BANT ALDERA GYPSON CARVINS CONSTR-
CUTION has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17791783 or alijmaa16@gmail.com
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
NOOR HANAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35904595 or 
ADILKHAN334442@GMAIL.COM
ENERSERV  WLL has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17599239 or 
ZAHAIR@REAMSIS.COM.BH
SEAPEAK BAHRAIN OPERATIONS L.L.C. - 
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OPERATOR(GAS 
PRODUCTION EQUIPMENTS), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34392814 or JA-
LAL.MEMARI@TEEKAY.COM
Circut zoon contracting has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39664593 or ALI-
MOHD33233@GMAIL.COM
Star-Grace Management Services W.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36863894 or stargracemanagement@gmail.
com
ALSABAT HOUS HOLD ANA SCHOOL ITEMS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
SALES), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17790311 or ABU80ALI@HOTMAIL.COM
DAR AL BAYAN GENTS SALOON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33261144 or 
BAYOON_CUTE@HOTMAIL.COM
AL AALIYA RECLAMATION CONSTRUCTION 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SHOVEL OPERATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 13646959 or aaliya.equip-
ment@gmail.com
BAB AL BAHRAIN CATERING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66662171 or SHIBASMOIDEEN@GMAIL.COM
SARGODHA 804 GARAGE FOR VEHICLES 
REPAIR has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANICAL FITTER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 35323037 or BADER.BA-
HAR@LIVE.CO.UK
Jaser Construction has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33220455 or JASERCONT@
GMAIL.COM
synergic facility services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@YAHOO.
COM
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
METAFOX SERVICES CO  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34301771 or TELDOR.BH@
GMAIL.COM
Curato Tower Construction & Maintenance Co. 
- Partnership Compan has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36441188 or CURATOSERVICES@
GMAIL.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
KINGDOM LANDSCAPE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(GARDENING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34436006 or JALALEBRAHIM@GMAIL.COM
ALKOOHEJI TECHNICAL SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17369993 or ABDULLA@
KOOHEJITECHNICAL.COM

VACANCIES
AVAILABLE
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POWER GHOST FOR CAR has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33777416 or MEE-
MEALTRKI@ICLOUD.COM
FILIPINO FOODSTUFF CENTRE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CASHIER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33910288 or IBN-
CLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
My first phone for phones, electrical appli-
ances and electronics has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35327272 or SSSN-
NN700@HOTMAIL.COM
GOLD LINE SECOND HAND EQUIPMENTS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33323381 or AHMADMOHD0200@GMAIL.COM
MASAHE SPA & SALON LOUNGE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES REPRE-
SENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33283936 or A.H.BH1141@GMAIL.COM
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SAFETY 
OFFICER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830330 or info@esmaelylenzohm.
com
KEEMA CHAPATI RESTAURANT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WAIT-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36960999 or HASH2H2@GMAIL.COM
AL MOHAMMEDIA AUTO-UPHOLSTERY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of UPHOL-
STERER(CAR), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33371333 or S.JBREEL1981@
GMAIL.COM
Jaser Construction has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33220455 or JASERCONT@
GMAIL.COM
BURJ ALNOOR MARKET Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39091127 or KADHARKOODAYIL@GMAIL.COM
MERCURY CONTRACTING CENTRE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17742858 or mjmh69@hotmail.com
SUDHOZAI CLEANING AND CONTRACTING 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36971841 or 
SAIMH9308@GMAIL.COM
MEJDAF TRADING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PURCHASING 
SPECIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33456800 or a.hasan@mejdaf.com
DESCON CONSULTANCY SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY 
/ FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34485519 or BESTOWSERVICESCO@
GMAIL.COM
HAIR ZONE STYLE SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32212919 or 
oliverlea.100@gmail.com
PURE CARGO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES SUPERVISOR (WHOLE-
SALE TRADE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37300672 or SUN999FLOWER@
GMAIL.COM
SAMARKANDI RESTAURANT FOR BUKHARI 
RICE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CASHIER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37454646 or INFO@3BROTRAVEL.
COM
SHAMS ALANEES RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 34443898 
or SAYEDSADIQ1996@OUTLOOK.COM
BAHRAIN ASPHALT ESTABLISHMENT B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ROAD-ROLLER OPERATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17551111 or MO-
HAMED.ABUALI@HAJIHASSAN.COM
RED MACK INDUSTRIAL SERVICES (BAHRAIN) 
W has a vacancy for the occupation of ME-
CHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39697800 or mannaigr@batelco.com.bh
SAYYAR TRADING AGENCIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17290111 or OFFICE@
SAYYAR.BH
MOGA MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33161222 or SARBJEET2003@YAHOO.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-

ER(CONCRETE & CEMENT FINISHER), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
DOHA GENTS SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39663707 or AMOOL.
ALSHUWAIKH@GMAIL.COM
ALATHEER AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORK SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36002060 or ELIYAHHOUSE@HOTMAIL.COM
EYE LINE CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34585803 or WABDULLA979@GMAIL.COM
AL-QUFOOL MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39461566 or taweelja-
mal@gmail.com
A FOOD & BEVERAGE CONCEPTS MANAGE-
MENT COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER,PASTRY COOK & CON-
FECTIONER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36843013 or INFO@INTELHOT.COM.
BH
ONE STEP GENERAL TRADING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33535092 or 
BESTCAREREALESTATE100@GMAIL.COM
BAHZAD ELECTRICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700333 or BEHZAD-
CO@BATELCO.COM.BH
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@
SAUDIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
PERFECT COUNT COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35616128 or ASIMSHAHID.BH52@GMAIL.COM
110 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17259995 or nhbahrain@yahoo.com
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON ASST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786500 or 
careers@kcbahrain.com
UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY BAHRAIN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17787960 or RGPABIL-
LORE@UTB.EDU.BH
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
THE PEARL HOLDING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CO-ORDINATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17786110 or 
admin@shell-fisheries.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
BUKHALID LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17778868 or 
MAHMOODESA151@YAHOO.COM
Shahrasti RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34447865 or 
BOKANAAN@GMAIL.COM
PROPERTY INN W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17552233 or RAJAB.
AMFA@GMAIL.COM
SEA BIRD MECHANICAL AND MARINE CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17273133 or SIAM7373@
BATELCO.COM.BH
jawad habib & co. specialized partnership has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SENIOR AUDI-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17530077 or info@BDO.BH
AREEHA GATE CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33715201 or MO-
HAMMEDRASEB@HOTMAIL.COM
TASK MAGNET INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35948612 or BATTALIGHT@
GMAIL.COM
FOOD WORLD W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17777799 or FOOD-
WORLD.WLL@GMAIL.COM
MAHMOOD FOR IRONING CLOTHES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKERS(LAUN-
DRY), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36671633 or MUHARRAQY1@HOTMAIL.COM
SILVERSTONE CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39089204 or SHEHZAD27@LIVE.COM
AL Maha veterinary clinic has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33976710 or moustafa-
elboghdadi1@gmail.com
DEPAALPUR SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35306735 or REYAL-
MUHAMMAD@GMAIL.COM
FAST AND BEST CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 37335277 or DO-
AAALY2@GMAIL.COM
PERFECT COUNT COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 35616128 
or ASIMSHAHID.BH52@GMAIL.COM
WASAT ALFAREEG LAUNDRY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33315335 or BUFAHAD75@GMAIL.
COM
ALREEF MAZALI RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17292662 or LAY-
ALIBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
SILVERSTONE CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39089204 or SHEHZAD27@LIVE.COM
al hallaq gate for Construction of buildings 
company bahraini pa has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17555536 or INFO@
ALHALLAQ.COM
EAGLE FOR SAFE AND SECURITY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17270140 or alialtmimi@yahoo.com
SAJJAD KHAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34004548 or SAJJAD-
KHANBH1@GMAIL.COM
OFFERPEDIA Marketing and Technology Solu-
tions W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39217883 or JASSIM.
SHA@GMAIL.COM
Jehlum Contracting W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38398065 or SHABANGUJJAR3002@GMAIL.
COM
THE NEW THAL CHAK COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34569303 or 
mr2037645@gmail.com
RAMATH TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39839739 or SAID-
HELPEGROUP@GMAIL.COM
CHUNKZ THATTUKADA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(VEGETABLES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34655552 or PEVENT63@GMAIL.COM
GREEN LIFE CITY FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
2 W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33922311 or PRABHULESHP@
GMAIL.COM
MAEALIM  ALKHALIJ FOR  REAL ESTATE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DATA EN-
TRY OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33339277 or WWW0917884180@
GMAIL.COM
AMOW ADAM OVEN  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37251636 or 
GCS.BAH@GMAIL.COM
ABRAR AHMAD CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34395038 or JUTTBASHA3@GMAIL.COM

BB CITY SERVICES  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66360474 or 
JUTTBASHA3@GMAIL.COM
LATVIA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36815905 or 
ATTOCKSERVICES@GMAIL.COM
SIX STAR SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38112699 or 
TAHIRSHAFIQ705@GMAIL.COM
BEST WISH CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORK-
ER HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35910314 or TENDERCONSTRUC-
TION148@GMAIL.COM
ABDULNABI ALI BUHASAN has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FARMER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39436320 or EBRAHIMWADI@HOTMAIL.COM
ZOOM CLEANING SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17001321 or info@zoom-
cleaningbh.com
Jaser Construction has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASON, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33220455 or JASERCONT@
GMAIL.COM
SUFYAN MUTHANNA ALI BUILDING COM-
PLETION has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 35306735 
or SUFYANMUTHANNA@GMAIL.COM
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17448936 or 
regal@rmswll.com
GULF HOUSE ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRAFTSMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822666 or fp1@ghe.com.bh
ALYABOOR GARAGE has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of AUTOMOBILE PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17552131 or 
ALI_ALMAJED@HOTMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
MANAMA PRINTING PRESS  WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BOOKBINDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17253399 or 
MANAMAPRINTER@GMAIL.COM
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17448936 or 
regal@rmswll.com
CROWN COMPANY FOR SCRAP  BSC CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17830038 or CROWNMET@BATELCO.COM.BH
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17448936 or regal@rmswll.com
FIVE STARS PALACE BAKERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SANDWICHES MAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39894173 or mirzadalal6100@gmail.com
CLASSIC MOON BEAUTY SALON has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HAIRDRESSER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33366038 or masooma.shubber.1990@gmail.
com
LANGVISTING TRAINING INSTITUTE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34583412 or RANAFAISAL111000@
GMAIL.COM
7 HILLS POWER SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANICAL TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36437799 or NABEEL.FAQIHI@GMAIL.COM
MEHRAN AHSAN ISLAMABAD DECOR W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66340632 or MEHRANKHAN213@
YAHOO.COM
AL ETHAD GENTS HAIRDRSSING SALON has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33203080 or AMEENJAFFER1968@GMAIL.
COM
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM

Vadigen Hotel Management W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17296956 or 
hr@vadigenworld.com
ADEL SALMAN JASSIM AYYAD FOR BUILD-
ING AND CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33253112 or INFO@ALMATOOQ.COM
High Atlantic Ocean Laundry has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37771035 or farsanabahrain@gmail.
com
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17448936 or 
regal@rmswll.com
SUFYAN MUTHANNA ALI BUILDING COM-
PLETION has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35306735 or SUFYANMUTHANNA@GMAIL.COM
WATER CITY RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35002790 or 
SALMAN_BAHRAIN@YAHOO.COM
Spectrum Cleaning Co W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77122441 or MMKOHEJI@
YAHOO.COM
THERAPY FOR PHYSIOTHERAPY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17592401 or 
info@therapy-bh.com
DEEP LINE SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 37539255 
or USMAN.NEWNADIR@GMAIL.COM
RAGHWA CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35639011 or 
RAMZANMUGHAL786055@GMAIL.COM
SUYAM RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17123571 
or GREENTREEBH@GMAIL.COM
AL NAJDI CAR SERVICE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of AUTOMOBILE PAINTER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36660646 or ZAMZAMMOHAMED81@GMAIL.
COM
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTORS 
(SPECIAL PROJECTS), INC. BAHR has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPT TECHNICAL 
SERVICES, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17532326 or A.KURIAN@AICI.COM.EG
Star-Grace Management Services W.l.l has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36863894 or stargracemanagement@gmail.
com
Metal Tech Contracting W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of AIR-COND. SHEET-MET-
AL INSTALLER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17295455 or BASSEM@3CSBAH-
RAIN.COM
ALRAHILA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33865286 or alrahilaconstruc-
tion@gmail.com
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17401013 or 
hrteam@santyconstruction.com
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY SERVICES 
Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 66626168 or TDAINEH@
GMAIL.COM
KAISUL STAR SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33213724 or TAYYABZ213@GMAIL.COM
Mujahid Contracting Co. Partnership has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66921790 or ghulammustafa620822724@
gmail.com
ALAHLAM TECHNICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER-CONSTRUCTION-(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17785335 or HAMED_996@HOTMAIL.COM
Dost CONSTRUCTION CO. W L L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36344486 or DOST77MUHAMMAD@

GMAIL.COM
POWER MAN CARPENTRY WORKSHOP - 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35023205 or ABHI-
ANANGOOR@GMAIL.COM
NANO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227206 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
DESHLIAR WORLD FOR GENERAL TRADING 
AND CATTLE CO.W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66993322 or 
deshliarworld@batelco.com.bh
Abdulaal Cleaning & Maintenance Company 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17404101 
or SMALACME@GMAIL.COM
jawad habib & co. specialized partnership has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SENIOR AUDI-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17530077 or info@BDO.BH
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY SERVICES 
Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 66626168 or TDAINEH@
GMAIL.COM
LANGVISTING TRAINING INSTITUTE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34583412 or RANAFAISAL111000@
GMAIL.COM
FALCON ISLAND CLEANING EST has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER (SEWER-
AGE), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33454414 or falcon-i@hotmail.com
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM
ZADRAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35904595 or 
ADILKHAN334442@GMAIL.COM
ALSULTAN TEA TIME has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 32328727 or PASSION-
WAY.HR@HOTMAIL.COM
MBK TRADING AND SERVICES COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39400024 or ABDULAAL.MBK@
GMAIL.COM
ACNAN FOR  ALMUKHAWIR has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38818333 or AZYABA-
YTALMUKHAWIR@GMAIL.COM
TANJEENA ANOWER BOUTIQUE AND TAILOR-
ING  W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37334786 or MDSHIFULISLAMBD22@
GMAIL.COM
JAHECON W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17244111 or JAHECON@
BATELCO.COM.BH
COLOURLAB PUBLICITY AND ADVERTIS-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33857534 or COLOURLAB.GCC@
GMAIL.COM
DIAMOND DUST INTERIOR DECORATION CO 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DECORATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33240774 or BILALGODAL12345@GMAIL.COM
JAMAL SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36675632 or 
MRMJANNATUL@GMAIL.COM
TAYYAB & NAEEM SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33213724 or HTCCONTRACTING.BH@
GMAIL.COM
BLACK LAKE PUBLICITY & ADVERTISING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PRINTING 
PRESSMEN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36323466 or CHAINAPUNJABI2013@
GMAIL.COM
SHAHBAZ GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35943950 or 
IMRAN354364@GMAIL.COM
S.JAAFAR ALI SHARAF HASAN ( SAMUAL 
- 8267 ) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SEAMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39263338 or JALOOL-83@HOTMAIL.
COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
  CONTINUED



Sinner denies wrongdoing in doping case
Jannik Sinner maintains innocence as ATP chairman defends handling of his clostebol case

• Sinner twice tested 
positive for clostebol

• He claims 
contamination caused 
the positive tests

• WADA appealed 
the ITIA’s decision to 
not suspend him

AFP | Melbourne

World number one Jan-
nik Sinner said yes-
terday he had done 

nothing wrong as ATP chairman 
Andrea Gaudenzi stressed the 
Italian’s doping case was “run by 
the book” with no preferential 
treatment.

Defending Australian Open 
champion Sinner twice tested 
positive for traces of the steroid 
clostebol in March.

He was exonerated by the 
International Tennis Integrity 
Agency, which accepted his ex-
planation that the drug entered 
his system when his physio used 
a spray containing it to treat a 
cut, then provided massage and 
sports therapy to the player.

But the World Anti-Doping 
Agency appealed to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport and Sinner 

is awaiting the verdict with a 
suspension possible.

The 23-year-old said he had 
always been “very, very careful 
on every single medicine I take, 
even what I eat”.

“When the bottle is open, I 
throw it away, I take a new one,” 
he said in Melbourne on the eve 
of the Australian Open.

“In my mind I know exactly 
what happened, and that’s how 

I block it (out).
“I haven’t done anything 

wrong, that’s why I’m still here. 
That’s why I’m still playing.”

Sinner, who faces a stern first-
round test at Melbourne Park 
against big-hitting Chilean Nico-
las Jarry, admitted the scandal 
continued to play on his mind.

“You think about this, of 
course,” he said. “I would lie if 
I would tell you I forget.

“It’s something what I have 
with me now already for quite a 
long time. But it is what it is. I’m 
here trying to prepare the Grand 
Slam. Let’s see how it goes.”

Asked if he knew when a ver-
dict on the WADA appeal was 
due, he said: “I know exactly as 
much as you guys know.

“We are in a stage where we 
don’t know many, many things.”

Last week, Novak Djokovic 

called for more transparency 
around doping suspensions in 
tennis, saying high-ranked play-
ers appeared to be treated differ-
ently to others.

Gaudenzi told newswire Aus-
tralian Associated Press in an in-
terview published yesterday that 
was not true and Sinner’s case 
had been dealt with properly.

“I genuinely believe there has 
been a lot of misinformation out 
there, which is unfortunate,” 
Gaudenzi said.

“I am 100 percent sure that 
there has not been any prefer-
ential treatment. The process 
has been run by the book and ac-
cording to the rules, by the ITIA.”

While Djokovic said he be-
lieved Sinner when he said he 
tested positive due to contami-

nation, the 24-time Grand Slam 
winner asserted that players had 
been “kept in the dark” through-
out the process.

But Gaudenzi said he only 
found out about the case “two 
days before the announcement 
from the ITIA -- the way it should 
have been”.

“I initially was a bit shocked. 
(But) it is completely independ-
ent and they obviously went to 
an independent panel.”

Gaudenzi pleaded for pa-
tience so the saga could play out, 
while declaring that the sport 
would survive should Sinner be 
banned.

“If that is the case, I think he’ll 
survive and I think we’ll survive. 
Overall, tennis is a very strong 
product,” he said.

Combustible Kyrgios says tennis ‘a bit mundane’ without him
AFP | Melbourne

Nick Kyrgios claimed yes-
terday tennis was getting 

mundane without him as he pre-
pares for his Grand Slam come-
back at the Australian Open, 
saying he was feeling “pretty 
good” after an injury scare.

The polarising Australian 
made his return to tennis after 
18 months last week in Bris-
bane following knee surgery and 
wrist reconstruction.

He crashed out in the first 
round after three tough sets 
against rising French star Gio-

vanni Mpetshi Perricard, also 
playing two doubles matches 
with Novak Djokovic.

But he withdrew from an ex-
hibition match against Djokovic 
on Rod Laver Arena on Thurs-
day with an abdominal strain, 
raising concerns about his fit-
ness.

“Today, this morning, was out 
there feeling pretty good,” he 
said after an early practice ses-
sion, with a second hit sched-
uled for later.

“I’m just taking it day by day. 
Just enjoying all the moments 
again, being a part of the tour-
nament, going through the 
hallways, locker room, seeing 
everyone again.

“It’s been an emotional time 
for me the last couple weeks. 
I’m just enjoying being back.”

Kyrgios has always been com-
bustible and earned a reputation 
for outbursts and meltdowns on 
court early in his career, divid-
ing fans.

Veteran Monfils powers past 
teenager to reach 35th final
AFP | Auckland

The 38-year-old Gael Mon-
fils swept aside an oppo-

nent half his age yesterday to 
reach the final of the Auckland 
Classic, setting up a shot at his 
13th title.

The Frenchman beat Amer-
ican qualifier Nishesh Ba-
savareddy 7-6 (7/5), 6-4 in 
their semi-final to become the 
second-oldest men’s singles 
finalist at any event since the 
ATP Tour began in 1990.

Monfils capitalised on op-
portunities better than his 
19-year-old opponent, convert-
ing his only break point of the 
match late in the second set.

He said he was relieved to 
reach a 35th career final to 
kick-start his 21st year on tour, 
hoping it sets him up well for 
the Australian Open in Mel-
bourne starting Sunday.

“I’m very happy. This kid has 

a bright future in front of him, 
he pushed me to the limit,” 
said Monfils, who faces fellow 
Frenchman Giovanni Mpetshi 
Perricard in the first round of 
the Australian Open.

Saturday’s Auckland final 
will pit the unseeded world 
number 52 against either sev-
enth-seeded Portuguese Nuno 
Borges or unseeded Belgian 
Zizou Bergs.
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Nick Kyrgios

When the (medicine) 
bottle is open, I throw 
it away, I take a new 

one. In my mind I know 
exactly what happened, 
and that’s how I block 
it (out). I haven’t done 
anything wrong, that’s 

why I’m still here. 
That’s why I’m still 

playing
JANNIK SINNER

Jannik Sinner ex-
plained that the closte-
bol entered his system 
due to contamination 
from a spray used by 
his physio, a claim ac-
cepted by the ITIA but 

appealed by WADA

KNOW WHAT

Gael Monfils celebrates a point

Italy’s Jannik Sinner throws a sweat band after finishing a training session

Murray braced for Djokovic ire in coaching debut
AFP | Melbourne

Andy Murray says he is ready 
to be on the receiving end 

of Novak Djokovic’s ire in pres-
sure moments at the Australian 
Open, with the “unique oppor-
tunity” to coach him worth it.

The Serbian 24-time Grand 
Slam winner Djokovic made the 
shock decision to hire Murray in 
November, just months after the 
Scot called time on his playing 
career.

In his first comments since 
then, fellow former number one 
Murray, who has known Djok-
ovic since their junior playing 
days, said the call came out of 
the blue.

“I said to him: ‘Look, I need 
to think about it and talk to my 
family,’” the BBC quoted Murray 
as saying.

“So I spoke to them and after 
a couple of days I thought that it 
was a pretty unique opportunity 
and experience.

“I thought it would be a good 
idea to try it.”

Murray is himself a three-
time major winner -- and five-
time finalist in Australia -- with 

both players members of the 
so-called “Big Four”, along with 
Rafael Nadal, who retired last 
year, and Roger Federer, who 
left the sport in 2022.

Djokovic and Murray faced 
each other 36 times in their ca-
reers with the Serb winning 25 
of them.

Nineteen of those clashes 
came in finals, with both men 

known for sounding off at their 
box in pressure moments.

This time it could be Murray 
on the receiving end.

“I know it’s not easy out there 
-- it’s stressful and at times he’s 
going to want to vent towards 
his team and his box,” said Mur-
ray.

“Providing that he’s giving his 
best effort and trying as hard as 

he can, I’m absolutely fine with 
him expressing himself how he 
wants.”

With Djokovic chasing an 11th 
Australian Open title and record 
25th major, Murray made clear 
he was not in town for a holiday.

“At times it’s very enjoyable. 
But high performance is not 
supposed to be laughs and jokes 
and messing around,” he said.

“In all the times I’ve been on 
tour, I haven’t seen that from 
any of the best players in the 
world. I’ve seen it from some of 
the lower-ranked players, and 
that’s one of the reasons why 
they’re not there.”

Novak Djokovic (R) listens to coach Andy Murray during a training session

Murray is himself 
a three-time major 

winner -- and five-time 
finalist in Australia 
-- with both players 
members of the so-
called “Big Four”, 
along with Rafael 

Nadal, who retired last 
year, and Roger Feder-
er, who left the sport 

in 2022



Slot wary of Accrington’s ‘Champions League final’ at Anfield
AFP | London

Liverpool manager Arne Slot 
said Accrington Stanley’s 

trip to Anfield in the FA Cup 
third round on Saturday will be 
the League Two side’s “Cham-
pions League final”.

The clubs are 86 league posi-
tions apart in the 92-team pyra-
mid with Slot’s men leading the 
Premier League, while Stanley 
sit just outside the relegation 
zone in the fourth tier.

“I think every team that plays 
against us it is a special occa-
sion, but especially for a lower 
league team. They will be all up 
for it, they have looked forward 
to this game for many weeks,” 
said Slot at his pre-match press 
conference yesterday.

“If you go to a Champions 
League final everyone is com-
pletely hyped up and ready and, 

tomorrow, for them that will 
feel like it is the Champions 
League final, so we have to be 
aware of that.”

Despite that warning, the 
Dutchman is likely to take the 
opportunity to rotate his side 
during a hectic spell of fixtures 
in four competitions.

That could open the door for 
Federico Chiesa to make just 

his second start for the Reds 
since joining from Juventus in 
August.

The Italian international 
forward’s career has been in-
jury-ravaged and the 27-year-
old has struggled for fitness in 
the early months of his time in 
England.

But Slot said his fleeting 
appearances so far also have 
much to do with the form of 
Mohamed Salah and the rest of 
his forward line.

“It’s not only been difficult for 
him in terms of match fitness, 
it’s also that he has to compete 
with the likes of Cody Gakpo, 
Luis Diaz, Diogo Jota, Darwin 
Nunez and Mo Salah,” added 
Slot.

“Everybody here knows the 
numbers Mo Salah brings in. 
There’s not many times a reason 
to take him out during a game or 
before a game.

“It’s a combination of reasons 
why he didn’t play that much 
yet but let’s wait and see in the 
upcoming weeks and months if 
he’s able to help us because the 
second half of the season is even 
more important than the first.”

Newcastle boss Howe eager to 
hang onto goalkeeper Dubravka
AFP | London

Newcastle manager Eddie 
Howe still hopes goalkeep-

er Martin Dubravka will stay at 
St James’ Park beyond the end 
of the January transfer window.

The in-form 35-year-old Slo-
vakia international has been 
heavily linked with a move 
to Saudi Pro League side Al 
Shabab as he enters the final 
six months of his contract with 
the Magpies.

Dubravka has conceded just 
two goals in seven games in 
all competitions -- all of them 
victories -- while deputising for 
the injured Nick Pope during a 
run where Newcastle are clos-
ing in on a place in the English 
League Cup final and are fifth 
in the Premier League table.

“Martin’s been in a difficult 
situation,” Howe said yester-
day.

“Like any player that is com-
ing out of contract in the sum-
mer, with every player that I’ve 
ever worked with, there’s al-
ways that feeling of doubt.

Martin Dubravka

Arne Slot
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I think every team that 
plays against us it is a 
special occasion, but 
especially for a lower 

league team. They will 
be all up for it, they 
have looked forward 

to this game for many 
weeks
ARNE SLOT

Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Secretary-General of the Royal Humanitarian Foundation (RHF), visited the female riders representing the foundation participating in the Shaikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa Endurance Race held at the Bahrain 
International Endurance Village. The Secretary-General praised the participation of riders Shaima Ahmed and Al-Hanouf Abdullah in the race, wishing them success in this and all future competitions. He affirmed the foundation’s pride in their 
participation and its commitment to nurturing and encouraging the talents of its members and refining their skills to contribute to the nation’s progress and represent the Kingdom of Bahrain in various events and at all levels.

Royal Humanitarian Foundation Secretary-General visits Endurance Race riders

Djokovic alleges poisoning in 2022 detention
Novak Djokovic claims he was poisoned with lead and mercury before 2022 Australian Open deportation

• Djokovic was held in 
a detention hotel due to 
his vaccination status

• Australian authorities 
insist food provided 
was nutritious, safe, and 
culturally appropriate

• Djokovic says he 
holds no grudge against 
Australians despite 
the controversy

AFP | Melbourne

No v a k  D j o k o v i c  h a s 
claimed that he was 
“poisoned” by lead and 

mercury in his food while he 
was briefly held in Melbourne in 
2022 before being deported on 
the eve of the Australian Open.

The former world number 
one had his visa cancelled and 
was eventually kicked out of the 
country over his refusal to be 
vaccinated against Covid.

He was held in a detention ho-
tel as he fought a fruitless legal 
battle to remain.

“I had some health issues. And 
I realised that in that hotel in 
Melbourne I was fed some food 
that poisoned me,” the 37-year-

old Djokovic told GQ magazine 
in a lengthy interview published 
Thursday.

“I had some discoveries 
when I came back to 
Serbia. I never told 
this to anybody 
publicly, but 
discoveries 
that I had 
a  r e a l l y 
high level 
of heavy 
metal .  I 
had lead, 
a  v e r y 
high lev-
el of lead 
and mer-
cury.”

When asked if he believed his 
food was contaminated, the Serb 
replied: “That’s the only way.”

A spokesperson for Aus-
tralia’s Department of 
Home Affairs said it 
could not comment on 
individual cases “for 
privacy reasons”.

But the gov-
ernment says 
a lease agree-
m e n t  w i t h 
the Park Ho-
t e l  w h e r e 
he was 
held 

provides for freshly cooked, in-
dividually portioned lunches 

and dinners for detainees.

Nutritious 
All catering 

s t a f f  h ave 
undertaken 
food safety 
cert i f ica-
t i o n s ,  i t 
says.

And, as 
of  De-

c e m -
b e r 
3 1 , 

2021, the hotel had been pro-
viding samples of the food pro-
vided to detainees at each meal 
to the contractor responsible for 
detention services.

Australia says detainees had 
access to a variety of food and 
drink that was nutritious, cul-
turally appropriate and satisfied 
specific medical or dietary re-
quirements.

They were also offered break-
fast items such as bread, cereal, 
noodles, tea and coffee at any 
time of the day or night.

Djokovic will be bidding for an 
11th Australian Open title and a 
record-setting 25th major when 
the season’s first Grand Slam 
event gets underway on Sunday.

He insists that he does not 
hold “any grudge over the Aus-
tralian people” despite the 2022 

controversy. A year later, he 
returned to Melbourne 

where he swept to the title.
“A lot of Australian peo-

ple that I meet in Aus-
tralia the last few years 

or elsewhere in the 
world, have come 

up to me, apolo-
gising to me for 

the treatment 
I received be-
c a u s e  t h e y 
w e r e  e m -
b a r r a s s e d 
by their own 

government 

at that point,” he said.

“And I think the government’s 
changed, and they reinstated 
my visa, and I was very grateful 
for that.

“I actually love being there, 
and I think my results are a tes-
tament to my sensation of play-
ing tennis and just being in that 
country.”

However, he added: “Never 
met the people that deported 
me from that country a few years 
ago. I don’t have a desire to meet 
with them. If I do one day, that’s 
fine as well. I’m happy to shake 
hands and move on.”

I had some health 
issues. And I realised 

that in that hotel 
in Melbourne I was 
fed some food that 

poisoned me. I had some 
discoveries when I came 
back to Serbia. I never 

told this to anybody 
publicly, but discoveries 
that I had a really high 
level of heavy metal. 

I had lead, a very 
high level of lead and 

mercury
NOVAK DJOKOVIC

Djokovic stated his 
health issues stemmed 
from detention food, 
but Australia’s Park 
Hotel kept samples 

of detainee meals for 
quality assurance

KNOW WHAT

Novak Djokovic
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