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HM King Hamad
back from UK

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa
returned to the kingdom
yesterday following a visit
to the UK at the invitation
of His Majesty King Charles
111 of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland and Head of the
Commonwealth.

During the visit, HM the
King attended the corona-
tion of HM King Charles 111,
held at Westminster Abbey.

HM King Hamad also at-
tended a reception hosted
by HM King Charles III at
Buckingham Palace.

Saudi invites Assad

AFP | Damascus

Syrian President Bashar
Al Assad received an in-
vitation to next week’s Arab
summit in Saudi Arabia, the
presidency said yesterday,
the first since his country’s
war began over a decade ago.
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Budget plan for fiscal years 2023-2024 discussed

TDT | Manama

Top officials of the executive
and legislative branches of
government met yesterday to
discuss the draft law approving
the state’s general budget for the
fiscal years 2023-2024, attached
to Decree No. (34) of 2023.

Representatives Council
Speaker Ahmed bin Salman Al
Musallam and Shura Council
Chairman Ali bin Salah Al Saleh
co-chaired the session with the
Minister of Finance and Nation-
al Economy Shaikh Salman bin
Khalifa Al Khalifa.

The Government’s team,
led by the Minister of Finance
and National Economy, staged

a presentation. The legislative
side also outlined its feedback
on the state’s general budget
draft law for the fiscal years
2023-2024.

The executive and legislative meeting in progress

The two sides pledged to give
full priority to citizens when
formulating initiatives and strat-
egies, and planning projects and
programmes

They also discussed a number
of service projects included in
the state’s general budget draft
law for the fiscal years 2023-
2024 in the sectors of health,

works and municipalities.

They emphasised commit-
ment to reach consensus on
the state’s general budget,
which will have a positive im-
pact on various development
paths in Bahrain and spur
growth.

The foundations of the draft
law approving the state’s general
budget 2023-2024 came under
the spotlight, mainly fiscal sta-
bility and sustainable econom-
ic growth, creating promising
opportunities for citizens, and
adhering to the fiscal balance
program, in addition to contin-
uing to improve the efficiency of
government service and develop
performance.

Cross-horder fire

Israel and Palestinians trade rockets over Gaza as violence intensifies

AFP | Gaza City

ers traded heavy cross-bor-

der fire yesterday, with 22
Palestinians killed over two days
amid the worst escalation of vio-
lence to hit the coastal territory
in months.

Sirens in the Tel Aviv area and
Israel’s south warned of incom-
ing rockets in a fresh evening
salvo, with an AFP reporter
in Gaza observing dozens of
launches as Israeli officials said
Egypt was working on a possible
truce with the Islamic Jihad.

Israeli Defence Minister
Yoav Gallant noted “over 400”
launches from Gaza late yes-
terday, as the Islamic Jihad said
Palestinian “resistance” was
keeping up its fire.

Earlier in the day, smoke bil-
lowed from the densely popu-
lated coastal enclave after Isra-
el announced it was targeting
rocket launch sites of the Islam-
ic Jihad.

Gaza’s health ministry said
seven people were killed, a day
after Israeli strikes on the Pales-
tinian territory left 15 dead.

Four of those killed yesterday
were fighters with the Popu-
lar Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, the group said in a
statement.

Israel’s air defences intercept-

I srael’s army and Gaza fight-

Rockets are fired from Gaza City toward Israel. (AFP)

ed rockets above the coastal city
of Ashkelon and elsewhere in
the south.

In a televised address late yes-
terday, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said Israel was “still
in the midst of the campaign,”
noting that “no Israeli civilian
has been wounded up to now”.

The Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict has escalated since Netan-
yahu’s latest coalition, including

extreme right and ultra-Ortho-
dox parties, took office in De-
cember.

It has come against the back-
drop of Israel’s biggest domes-
tic crisis in decades around
now-shelved judicial reforms
proposed by the government of
Netanyahu, himself on trial for
corruption he denies.

Ceasefire

Earlier, an Israeli official said
on condition of anonymity that
Egypt was “trying to facilitate a
ceasefire”.

Sources in Gaza close to the
Islamic Jihad and Hamas con-
firmed Egyptian efforts to se-
cure a truce, without providing
further details.

The latest violence comes a
day after Israeli strikes on Gaza
killed three top Islamic Jihad

YOU

KNOW WHAT

The Arab League yester-
day condemned the “ag-
gressive (and) barbaric
Israeli raids on the Gaza
Strip, which targeted
civilians, children and
women in residential
neighbourhoods”.

fighters and 12 others, including
four children, according to a
health ministry toll.

Israeli Foreign Minister Eli
Cohen told public broadcaster
Channel 11 late yesterday the
Islamic Jihad were “begging for
a ceasefire”.

Islamic Jihad had vowed on
Tuesday to retaliate, with TIs-
rael warning its residents near
the border to stay near bomb
shelters.
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Julia Cassano and Tofoof
AlMansoor

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s rape laws have
Bonce again come under

scrutiny, with critics ar-
guing that the current laws are
unfair and place an undue bur-
den on victims of rape, particu-
larly women.

The current laws place wom-
en in a difficult circumstance
as they are often required to
provide evidence that the act
was non-consensual, which can
be difficult to prove, especially
when there are no witnesses or
physical evidence.

Another issue is the fact that
a rapist can avoid prosecution
if he marries his victim. This
is a provision in Bahraini law
known as Article No. (353) of
the Penal Code of 1976, and it
has been widely denounced as
a violation of women’s rights.

During Bahrain’s weekly par-
liamentary session, Nawaf Al
Maawada, Minister of Justice,
Islamic Affairs and Endow-
ments, said that rapists will not
escape punishment, and that
the Kingdom is a conservative
Muslim society with respect
shown to multiple faiths.

He also identified that as so-
ciety and cultures are changing,
this leads for governments to
review and update legislation
accordingly.

The provision essentially al-
lows a rapist to evade punish-
ment by marrying his victim,
thereby legitimising the act of
rape and perpetuating a culture
of impunity.

Critics argue that these laws
send a message that rape is not
taken seriously in Bahrain and
that victims are not given the
appropriate protection and sup-
port they deserve, when suffer-
ing through a grueling act. They

- NAWAF AL MAAWADA, MINISTER
OF JUSTICE, ISLAMIC AFFAIRS AND
ENDOWMENTS

also argue that the current laws
discourage victims from com-
ing forward and reporting the
crime, which can lead to a cycle
of abuse and violence.

In addition, when women are
given proper treatment and safe
spaces to come forward, this
encourages women to reveal
their truth, which therefore en-

Rape victims set to
receive due justice

courages other women to do
the same.

In recent years, there have
been calls for reform of Bah-
rain’s rape laws. As times are
changing globally, govern-
ments are realising that laws
must change with society. There
have been many proposals by
the Bahraini parliament to re-
move article 353 from the 1976
penal code.

The issue of rape laws in Bah-
rain is a complex and sensitive
one, but it is clear that there
is a need for reform to ensure
that victims of rape are given
the protection and support they
rightfully deserve as humans.

It is hoped that the govern-
ment will take these concerns
seriously and work to enact
meaningful change in the near
future to create a progressive
and modernised society, in
which all feel safe and protect-
ed.

Dr Kiran Bedi visit
N

India’s most famous pollce officer Dr

Kiran Bedi visited the Indlan Embassy

in coordination with the Indian Ladies Association (ILA). The Ladies Social
and Charity Association has been giving back to the community for 68 years
across the GCC. The occasion was attended by Mrs. Monika Srivastava, wife
of the Indian Ambassador to the Kingdom of Bahrain, H.E. Piyush Srivastava,
Miss Sharada, the ILA President, and ILA members. During the interaction
with the ILA members, Dr Bedi discussed the difficulties she encountered
while performing her duties in a prison where 10,000 inmates were all men
and had never seen a woman managing them.

Iconic Backstreet Boys
show in Bahrain successful!

Julia Cassano
TDT | Manama

Sold out Backstreet Boys
show held at Al Dana Am-
phitheatre proved a success,
as videos circulating online
display the fun-spirited and ul-
tra-fun atmosphere during the
show, and concert attendees
cite this as one of the best ex-
periences for the millennials as

they reminisce about the past.

The iconic act performed
their biggest hits of all time
and memorable moves that
sparked for the concert to be
a mega fun night filled with
overly satisfied guests.

Concert goers said that as
the Backstreet Boys are the
longest active boy band in the
world, the show exhibited
reminiscent times for the old-
er generations of the group’s
biggest hits.

NBB awarded Best Retail Bank in Bahrain and
Best App for Customer Experlence in MENA

TDT | Manama

he National Bank of Bahrain

(NBB) has been named as
the ‘Best Retail Bank in Bahrain
2023’ maintaining this position
for the second consecutive year,
while the Bank’s Loyalty & Re-
wards application ‘Points by
NBB’ has won the title of ‘Best
App for Customer Experience in
MENA 2023’ at the MENA Bank-
ing Excellence Awards, organ-
ised by MEED (Middle East Eco-
nomic Digest).

The awards ceremony took
place yesterday in Dubai, UAE
and was attended by senior NBB
representatives.

NBB is the Kingdom of Bah-
rain’s leading financial insti-
tution and the award is a rec-
ognition of the Bank’s highly
innovative and customer centric
products, services and digital
platforms.

As a digitally advanced and
data-driven organisation, NBB
continues to deliver tailor-made
products and services to meet
the day-to-day banking needs
of its growing customer base.

Usman Ahmed

‘Points by NBB’, the Bank’s new
Loyalty & Rewards platform is
one of many new innovations
that led to the NBB app being
named as the Best App for Cus-
tomer Experience.

For its recognition as Best
Retail Bank, the Judging Pan-
el commented: “National Bank
of Bahrain (NBB) has emerged
as a digital and data-driven or-
ganisation, delivering innova-
tive solutions to customers with
immediate value to clients. This
success has been driven by the
Bank offering an enhanced cus-
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NBB's two awards

tomer experience with bespoke
and customised service offerings
to cater to all customer segments.
They provide an array of product
offerings, ensuring efficiency and
proficiency in their service level.

“The Bank’s 21 branches, mul-
tiple alternative channels, dig-
ital banking services, contact
centre, and website provide a
variety of channels for custom-
ers to connect with the Bank.
NBB’s commitment to customer
satisfaction has earned them
this position as Best Retail Bank
Bahrain.”
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Commenting on NBB’s award
for Best App for Customer Ex-
perience, MEED’s MENA Bank-
ing Excellence Awards Judging
Panel said: “The National Bank
of Bahrain (NBB) has revolution-
ised digital banking with its in-
novative Points by NBB loyalty
rewards platform. Offering per-
sonalised experiences, various
redemption options and support
for SMEs, the platform is tes-
tament to NBB’S commitment
to customer-centricity and em-
bracing the latest technological
trends, setting a new standard in

Subah Abdullatif Al Zayani

the banking industry.”
Reflecting on the awards
success, Usman Ahmed, NBB’s
Group Chief Executive Officer,
said; “We’re delighted that our
best-in-class Retail Banking
offerings and digital platforms
have been recognised at the
MEED’s MENA Banking Excel-
lence Awards. These awards
are a testament to the Bank’s
commitment to being customer
centric and digital-first in it’s
product and service offerings,
ensuring a simplified and re-
warding banking experience

for it’s customers in the rapidly
transforming regional banking
industry.”

Commenting on the achieve-
ments, Subah Abdullatif Al
Zayani, Chief Executive Retail
Banking, also stated; “In recent
years, we have curated an ex-
tensive line-up of products that
put our customers first and en-
sure that they receive a highly
personalised customer journey.
Furthermore, thanks to the ex-
tensive work that went into mak-
ing our fast-developing rewards
platform ‘Points by NBB’ user
friendly, and accessible where
many new and exciting features
are being planned, our app is now
regarded as one of the best of its
kind and we’re very pleased that
ithas been named as the Best App
for Customer Experience.”

The National Bank of Bah-
rain has continuously positioned
itself as the preferred bank of
choice across the Kingdom and
the region. NBB aims to further
develop its customer-centric of-
ferings and business practices in
honour of its promise of being
‘Closer to You'.

Union Minister V Muraleedharan visits Indian School

TDT | Manama

ndian Union Minister of

State for External Affairs and
Parliamentary Affairs V Mu-
raleedharan interacted with the
students at the Indian School
Bahrain (ISB) on May 5.

The programme was held at
the school’s Jashanmal audito-
rium in Isa Town campus.

Indian Ambassador to the King-
dom of Bahrain Piyush Srivastava,
ISB Hon. Chairman Prince Nata-
rajan, Hon.Secretary Saji Antony,

Executive Committee Members
Binu Mannil Vrughese, Rajesh
MN, Premalatha NS, Mohammad
Nayaz Ullah, Principal VR Pala-
niswamy, Riffa Campus Principal
Pamela Xavier, Staff Represent-
ative Johnson K Devassy, Indian
Embassy Second Secretary Ravi
Kumar Jain, Thjas Aslam, Princi-
pals of the CBSE affiliated schools
in the Kingdom, staff and students
attended the programme which
began with the national anthem.

The Union Minister with Indian Ambassador Srivastava and Indian School Bahrain officials

Union Minister V Mu- lamp, gave a felicitation speech achievements of the Indian
raleedharan, who lighted the in which he appreciated the schools in the Kingdom.

Referring to the ISB, the min-
ister said: “I’'m delighted to be

here in this historic and one of
the largest schools in the region.
I'm glad to know that the Indian
School Bahrain is a UNESCO af-
filiated school which has earned
a great reputation as a center of
educational excellence in the
country. It’s a pleasure to interact
with the ignited minds. I take this
opportunity to thank the vision-
ary leadership of the Kingdom of
Bahrain for providing facilities to
create institutions like the Indian
School Bahrain to teach the Indi-
an curriculum.”
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Appeals hearing is set
for Asians convicted of
doing illicit activities

Drug use and
possession of pistols

TDT | Manama

ive Asian men convicted of
drug use, robbing an aban-
doned deceased businessman’s
house, and possessing three
pistols and ammunition are set
to stand trial before the High
Appeals Court which will hear
their appeals on May 22.
The defendants earlier re-
ceived sentences ranging be-
tween four years and one year

in prison.

According to court files, an
Asian labourer reported the
convicted men to the police
after witnessing their illicit
activities.

As a result, their place of
living was searched, and the
drugs were found hidden in
addition to the pistols, while it
was discovered that they were
involved in robbing the house
of the businessman. The latter
died in 2013.

Further investigations un-
covered that the pistols were
stolen from the businessman’s
house.

Italian Ambassador visits KHAMH

The Italian Ambassador to Bahrain, H.E. Paola Amadi, visited the King
Hamad American Mission Hospital in Aali. The Ambassador was given a tour
of the new facility by the Corporate CEO of American Mission Hospital, Dr
George Cheriyan. The AMH Group, which comprises of the main hospital in
Manama and clinics in Amwaj, Saar and Riffa besides KHAMH, is committed
to meeting the increasing demands and expectations of its patients now and
well into the future.

Qualified Bahrainis
to take over jobs:
Dr Jalila Al Sayed

Tofoof AlIMansoor

here are only seven ex-
Tpats at the Health Minis-

try working in legal con-
sultations, drug quality assur-
ance, and information systems
development.

This was confirmed by Health
Minister Dr Jalila Al Sayed in
her response to the parliamen-
tary question submitted by MP
Mahdi Al Showaikh, a member
of the Council of Representa-
tives.

The minister explained that
contracts signed with non-Bah-
rainis are considered annual
contracts, and the services of
foreign employees are termi-
nated at the end of the contract
whenever a qualified Bahraini
employee is available to fill the
position.

The ministry works according

KNOW WHAT

The Health Ministry
works according to its
plan to nationalise jobs,
and with the approval of
its organisational struc-
ture, qualified Bahraini
employees are substi-
tuted for non-Bahraini
employees.

to its plan to nationalise jobs,
and with the approval of its
organisational structure, qual-
ified Bahraini employees are
substituted for non-Bahraini

employees.

Currently, the ministry is pre-
paring the second tier for legal
specialisations and preparing
Bahraini employees to replace
non-Bahrainis by training and
developing their skills.

Dr Al Sayed emphasised her
complete commitment to giving
priority to citizens in employ-
ment whenever qualified Bah-
raini cadres are available to fill
vacant positions.

The ministry, through its plan

Health Ministry to
end expat contracts

- DR JALILA AL SAYED, HEALTH
MINISTER

to nationalise jobs, regularly
reviews jobs and works to ter-
minate the contract of non-Bah-
raini employees whenever a
qualified Bahraini employee is
available.

A group of contracts has al-
ready been terminated, and
efforts are underway to train
and qualify Bahraini employees
to replace non-Bahraini em-
ployees currently present. It is
expected that all jobs will be
nationalised.

Impressive musical talent

shines at Melody

1 il

Brilliant musical performances captivate the crowd

TDT | Manama

he Melody Nite 2023, held

on 5 May at the grand Ha-
war Banquet Hall at Olive Hotel
in Juffair, was an extraordinary
event that showcased the musi-
cal talent of 55 students of the
Performing Arts Centre of iSo-
cial Projects Company, Bahrain
and supported by nearly 300
excited audience.

The parents of students and
other well-wishers in the au-
dience were treated to a series
of captivating musical perfor-
mances themed “West meets
East”

While the vocalists belted
some of the best chartbusters
comprising of country, pop,
rock and Bollywood hits; the

instrumentalists displayed their
talent via guitar, violin, ukulele,
keyboard and drums.

After enchanting melodies
and exceptional stage presence
that left the audience mesmer-
ised, the latest group of music
program completers secured
their plaques during the event.

The finale included a group
performance by all 55 students
that received a standing ovation
from the audience.

As part of the casual session,
Sonia Prabhu - Mentor and Di-
rector of the event rendered a
set of electrifying songs, which
were a mix of international and
regional Indian hits accompa-
nied by fellow music enthu-
siasts.

Nite 2023__
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The Board of Directors of the Company (CR No. 15210) cordially invites the shareholders of the Company
("shareholders") to attend the Extraordinary General Meeting of the Company (the “Meeting”). The Meeting will
be held on Thursday, 1 June 2023, commencing at 1:30 pm, at Rotonda Meeting Room, The Ritz-Carlton Hotel, Seef

ITHMAAR HOLDING B.S.C. (THE "COMPANY")
INVITATION FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING

District, Kingdom of Bahrain, to discuss items set forth in the following agenda.

In the event that the quorum for the Meeting is not achieved, a second Meeting will be held on Sunday, 4 June 2023,
at the same time and the same venue. In the event that the quorum for the second Meeting is not achieved, a third
Meeting will be held on Monday, 5 June 2023, at the same time and the same venue.

AGENDA OF THE EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING:

1. To receive and approve the minutes of the Extraordinary General Meeting of the Company held on 17 March 2022.

2. To approve the issuance of Tier 1 Mudaraba Financing up to USD 200,000,000 in cash or in-kind in one or more
tranches, and to authorize the Board of Directors to take the necessary actions and decisions regarding profit rate
on the instrument, issuance value, costs of issuance, accepting different type and forms of cash and/or in-kind
subscriptions, write down and/or conversion features, and any other terms, including but not limited to any
subsequent required capital increase, modifications of contractual terms, etc, subject to the approval of the Central

Bank of Bahrain (“CBB”).

3. To approve the amendment and restatement to the Company’s Memorandum and Articles of Association to
comply with the law amendments of the Bahrain Commercial Companies Law No. (21) for the year 2001 and its
amendments (“BCCL"), in addition to any other amendment, subject to the approval of the (BB and the Ministry of

Industry and Commerce (“MolC”).

4. To authorize Mr. Abdulla Abdulaziz Taleb, Chief Executive Officer, or any other person whom he duly authorizes,
to represent the Company before the MolC, the Notary Public, Private Notary and/or any other governmental or
non-governmental authority as may be necessary or required to carry out and complete the procedures required,
including but not limited to, amending, restating and notarizing the Memorandum and Articles of Association to

reflect the matters under Agenda Items 2 and 3.

NOTES:

() Each Shareholder, regardless of the number of the shares he or she owns, shall have the right to attend the Meeting,
and shall have a number of votes equal to the number of shares he or she owns in the Company. Any provision or

She did not fail to appreciate
the dedication, hard work and
passion for music of each and
every performer on stage, and
extended her immense grati-
tude to the parents, well-wish-
ers, volunteers and supporters
for their collective contribution
that led to the resounding suc-
cess of the event.

Finally, with the island’s lead-
ing emcee and DJ in the house,
the audience were treated to a
fun-filled evening with lots of
dancing, music, gifts, prizes and
a sumptuous dinner apart from
the creating memories via pho-
to booth at the venue that was
meticulously crafted and put
together by an inspiring group
of students.

decision to the contrary shall be null and void (Article 203 of the BCCL).

(b) Any Shareholder may appoint a proxy to attend the Meeting on their behalf, provided that the proxy holder shall not
be the Chairman of the Board of Directors, a Director serving on the Board of Directors or an employee of the Company.
However, this shall not prejudice the right to delegate a first-degree relative. This shall be by virtue of a special proxy
evidenced in writing designated for this purpose by the Company. Legal representatives of the members lacking
capacity or under legal incapacity shall represent them in the Meeting (Article 203 of the BCCL).

(c) Shareholders intending to appoint a proxy to represent them at the Meeting are requested to present the proxy form
to KFin Technologies (Bahrain) W.L.L. (“KFin Technologies”) (on bahrain.helpdesk@kfintech.com) no later than 24
hours prior to the time of the Meeting (Article 203 of the BCCL). Proxy forms may be obtained electronically from the
Company's website www.ithmaarholding.com, Bahrain Bourse website or Dubai Financial Market website.

(d) For any inquiries, please do not hesitate to contact ‘Investor Relations” on 17585094 or at IR@ithmaarholding.com.

Amr Mohammed Al Faisal
Chairman of the Board of Directors

Ithmaar Holding B.S.C. PO = (31 ’
C.R.: 15210-20 , P.0. Box 2820, Seef District, Kingdom of Bahrain. U.D.II.DJ' jLO_I ;JI
Tel: (+973) 17584000, Fax: (+973) 17584017, Website: www.ith holding.com Ithmaar Holdlng

Licensed as an Investment Firm Category 1 by the Central Bank of Bahrain
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Understanding stigma of

Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

he Kingdom of Bahrain
participates in the nation-
wide effort to address the
stigma and spread awareness
about mental health every year
during the month of May.
Mental health is as important
as our physical health, visiting
the psychiatrist would be the
least thing you reward yourself
with when you feel stressed out.
Whether or not someone per-
sonally suffers with a mental
health issue, Mental Health
Awareness Month helps people
recognise the way mental illness
impacts their lives, educates
people about available services,
and highlights ways to advocate.
To increase citizen’s aware-

-

Dr Hamda Alhashmi

ness of the significance of men-
tal health, many psychological
specialists and consultants from
the Kingdom spoke to The Daily
Tribune.

Dr Hamda Alnashmi, special-
ist in psychiatry department at
Bahrain Specialist Hospital, said:
“T've seen people who lost their

Dr Noor Yasser

jobs and their marriages due
to delay in seeking help, either
out of fear of being stigmatised
or because they mistakenly be-
lieved that their traits were in-
grained in them from birth.

“In addition to being multifac-
torial, mental illness can also be
brought on by chronic medical

L iy

Dr Sama Gouda

conditions like obesity, diabe-
tes, cancer, strokes, and alcohol
abuse. The solution is simply to
choose a psychiatrist who would
understand you and guide you
through your journey of healing.”

Dr Noor Yasser, a clinical ad-
ministrator for special needs
at American Mission Hospital,

Dr Nada Aly Hassan '

said: “Let’s bring more aware-
ness to not only mental health
for adults, but for children too,
more and more children are be-
ing diagnosed with anxiety and
depression, as well as alarming
rates of suicide.

“We need to be able to openly
talk about mental health and

mental health awareness

well-being and break stigmas in
society about seeking help, there
is no shame in being vulnerable
and asking for support.”

Dr Sama Gouda, consultant
neurosurgeon at Middle East
Hospital, said: “Simply giving
someone space to talk, and lis-
tening to how they’re feeling,
can be really helpful in itself.
If they’re finding it difficult, let
them know that you’re there
when they are ready.

“Seeking help can feel lonely,
and sometimes scary. You can
reassure someone by letting them
know that they are not alone, and
that you will be there to help.

“If possible, take time each
day to be with your family and
friends, for example, try arrang-
ing a fixed time to eat dinner
together.”

As part of the promotion of the Malayalam language amongst expatriate
Keralites, the Kerala Government will launch the International
“Viswamalayalam” Initiative tomorrow at 4:30 pm, at the Diamond
Jubilee Hall of Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam. The Minister for Culture and
Youth Affairs, and Fisheries of Kerala State Government, Mr Saji Cherian,
will launch the initiative. The event will also host Malayalam Mission’s
Director and celebrated poet Murugan Kaattakada. The launch event is
organised by Malayalam Mission’s Bahrain Chapter in association with its

International ‘Viswamalayalam’ Initiative

first accredited learning centre outside India, Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam.
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[Reviawed]

[l N E xpressed in Bahrain Dinars)

Hat profit and other comprehansive incoma

Three months Three months ASSETS
. . o m M TRk 11 ]
pariod ended period ended Froperty, palrn snd Bcuiprasnt
31 March 2023 31 March 2022 TNl propedies
(Rewiawed) (Feviawad)
1,111,088 1,049,155
Current assets
IMAETON0S
{1,217 564) (1,073,691) Financial assols al lak valug through prolll of loss
Tra i offfuer rocoon i
Coash and baank Bualarcos
[106.475) (24,536)
Taolal agsals
91,742 1,322,184 ECQUITY AND LIABILITEES
235,131 100,059 | Sheitsd and reserves
Shy
626,873 1422243
[360,824) (450,104)
(57.317) (37 BTR) Mon-current llabiities
- L M- T portion of BT o
P Curmenl porbon of s ekl b
. Employaas’ lamminal and ofrer band b
[#18,141) (487.982)
Curren Babilities
Cunmend portion of
Curmand ponian of harm oan
. Capmand oy of laass lakikiag
102257 909,725 Trand o aabing
Bank crvardrafts
1filg 121ils

Tolad equity and labllEles

Condensed consolidated interim statement of changes in shareholders’

equity for the three months period ended 31 March 2023 [ (Expressed in Bahrain Dinars)

Company Bs.C.

Condensed consolidated interim financial information for the three months period ended 31 March 2023

for the three months period ended

31 March 31 Decomber
1 2022

2023
| Rardaruwi

(LT R]

Operating activities
Mat profit for the panicd
Adjustments for
Depraciaton
Amorisation of oot 10 right-of- use assets

143,154 146,660
5,400 858 9,414,355 Proft on sake of proparty, plant and equipmant
4wl 458,008 Net shane of nsatpeodt) om irvestment in an

o 7% !
185,874 IT5.127 AssOCiabe
14,885,012 14,384,957 Dividend scoma
70,370,788 78,016,354 Linrpalised gains on financial assels al tair

value through prolit or loes
Profd from fixed deposits and call accounts
Fenl concasgions
Irvtrast incomie Inom suluks and boncs
= income = discount Bmortisation
L ST O long 18rm ricervabias
Imierest income on loan o8 melaked party
Fanance costs
Changas in oparaling assets and kabilities:
Irreerilonies
Tracke and olher recesvables
Emplopees barminal banahils
Track and other payables

Mot cash {used in)fprovided by operaling acthities

Inwesting activities

Purchasa ol proparty. plant and eguipment
Additions 1o investment properties

Propeeds from sale of propay, plant and aqugmant
Imlgrest income on lng lerm redehabis

Irlerest income on loan 1o a related party

Profit from fined deposit and call accounls neoeinsd
Procaeds from sale of Snancial assets a1

tair valuie theough profit of loss

Irierest income from bonds and sukuks

Share Sharme Fevaluation  Stahdory Charity Ratained Traasury Purchazs ol financial assets &l amorised cosl
capital  premium resene resene  resene samings shares Total | Purchata of financial assets at
lar wahm through peolil or bas
Dividend income received
8,262,345 811,442 4557442 4131173 305695 41956873 (A70,975) 58,753,985 .
) ) ) ~ i (1,183, 706) . (1.183706) Mot cash provided byYused in) imasting activities
Financing activities
£ | Amount repaid agains! Muabaha lacility
809,725 909,725 Leass liatihbes paid
Term loan cbilained
8262345 911,442 4557442 4131173 305695 41682892  (370,975) 59,480,014 E’I:;"r' L"‘:I“-‘d against lem loan
¥ P&
Dwwdends pend
8,262,345 11,442 4557 442 4111173 2007 41802340 (370,875) 59,705,774 | Finance costs paid
- - . - = (1,183, 823) = (LIB3E23) | Net cash (used injiprovided by Snancing acivities
- (60,000) = (60,000
: Mot decrease in cash and cash equivalents
102 257 102 257 Cash and cash eguivalénts, beginning of the penod
Cash and cash equivalénts, end of the pericd
8,262 345 011,442 4,557,442 4131173 252007 40,820.074 (370,975) 58,564,408

Comprising: Cash and bank balances
| Bank overdralts

31 March 2023
Ll (Expressed in Bahrain Dinars)
Threse: manihs Thinee 5
pariod erded peeeriod ended
31 March 2023 31 March 2022
(Reviewed) [Reviewed)
102,257 908,725
206,364 150,621
244 746 181,845
. (14)
&7.648 (72,354)
{130,338) {(101,134)
{113,859) (1.015,465)
{11, 5853)
- {10,204}
{197 ATE) (121.278)
{7817} .
(i T, 928}
37878
{6, 568)
315,745)
13,785
1,345,425
913,652
(29,362) (1,393}
2527 (566)
a 14
35,463 70,928
16,887 -
11,953
- 504,151
1HTATE 121,278
- {13,850,827)
. (408,233
130,338 101,134
A s (13,541, 351)
{145,288)
{204,852)
{452 803)
(B0, 000) .
(1,183,623) {1,1B3,708)
(S7.317) {37,878}
(2,107,683) 8762978
(2,404,930) (3,964, 731)
{BA3,133) 3,966,738
(3,088,063 2,007
165,674 321,268
(3,253,737 (316.261)
(3,088,063 2007
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INOVEST reports financial
reports for Q1 2023

TDT | Manama

NOVEST has released its Q1
12023 financial report, show-
ing its performance during the
first quarter of the year.

The consolidated net prof-
it attributable to the parent
shareholders was reported at
$103,000, in contrast to last
year’s US$ 1.292 million, a de-
cline of 92%.

The Basic Earnings Per
Share for this period also
dropped, reaching US cents
0.03 compared to US cents 0.43
in 2022.

The management fees and a
small decline in income from
investments were cited as pri-
mary reasons for the decline.
Net operating income for Q1
declared at US$ 275,000 com-
pared to US$ 1.281 million last
year, reflecting a decline of
79%.

The consolidated operating
income showed a decline of

29% and reached US$ 2.431
million compared to US$ 3.448
million last year. However, the
group’s operating expenses
reduced to US$ 2.156 million,
from US$ 2.167 million in Q1
of 2022.

The equity attributable to
parent shareholders stood at
US$ 143.939 million in com-
parison to US$ 143.836 million
at the end of 2022, indicating a
slight increase in consolidated
total assets amounting to US$
242.184 million compared to
US$ 240.327 million at the end
of 2022.

On the liquidity front, IN-
OVEST’s cash and bank balanc-
es stood at 6% of the total con-
solidated assets, representing a
16% decline due to the settle-
ment of financing facilities and
ongoing operational expenses.

The cash and bank balanc-
es stood at US$ 14.958 million
compared to US$ 17.819 million
for the end of 2022.

Shell wins legal case over Nigeria oil spill

AFP | London

B ritain’s highest court ruled
yesterday it was too late
for people in Nigeria’s Niger
delta region to lodge pollu-
tion claims against energy gi-
ant Shell after a huge oil spill
more than one decade ago.
The Supreme Court said in
a statement that its five judg-

es “unanimously” rejected
an appeal over the 2011 spill,
upholding prior rulings that
claims were not made before
a legal deadline. Nigerian
claimants say their shoreline
faced a “devastating impact”
from a leak at the Bonga oil-
field which unleashed 40,000
barrels of crude into the Gulf
of Guinea.

EU court overturns approval of
Lufthansa, SAS Covid bailouts

o

EU court backs
Ryanair challenge
against bailout

AFP | Frankfurt

n EU court yesterday
overturned the Europe-
an Commission’s deci-
sion to approve massive gov-
ernment bailouts for German
airline Lufthansa and Scandi-
navia’s SAS during the corona-
virus pandemic, after a legal
challenge by rival airlines.
Lufthansa, one of Europe’s
biggest airline groups, received
a multi-billion-euro cash injec-
tion in 2020 to save it from col-
lapse as the pandemic brought
air travel to a halt.

A technician walks behind the fin of a Lufthansa aircraft parked behind a SAS
aircraft at Stockholm Arlanda airport (file photo)

In the same year, the Euro-
pean Commission approved a
bailout of just over one billion
euros ($1.1 billion) for sAS from
Sweden and Denmark.

The ruling was made in re-
sponse to a complaint lodged by
Irish airline Ryanair, which has
long railed against what it sees
as unfair aid paid out to rivals, as
well as German charter airline
Condor.

The court said mistakes in-
cluded considering Lufthansa
could not obtain financing on
the markets, failing to require
a mechanism incentivising
Lufthansa to buy back Germa-
ny’s shareholding, and potential
impacts on market competitive-
ness.

The commission said in a
statement it would study the

EU General Court, Europe’s
second-highest court, said the
commission “committed several
errors”, and annulled its deci-
sion to approve six billion euros

In the case of Lufthansa, the

of bailout funds.

judgement and “reflect on pos-
sible next steps”.

Given Lufthansa paid back
the bailout cash in 2021, it is
not clear if the ruling will have
any impact.

Musk says video and audio calls coming to Twitter

AFP | Washington

witter boss Elon Musk on
Tuesday put out word that
audio and video calls are coming
to the platform.
“Coming soon will be voice and
video chat from your handle to
anyone on this platform,” Musk

said in a tweet.

“So you can talk to people any-
where in the world without giving
them your phone number.”

In a subsequent comment fired
off on Twitter, Musk contended
that the WhatsApp messaging
service operated by Meta “cannot
be trusted.”

A messaging feature at Twit-
ter would compete with an array
of free services including Mes-
senger, Signal, Telegram and

WhatsApp.

Musk added that Twitter will
start encrypting direct messages
on the platform, scrambling con-

tents to safeguard privacy.

Elon Musk
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ASSETS

Non-current assets

Property, plant and equipment

Right-of-use assets

Financial assets at fair value through other
comprehensive income

Financial assets at fair value through profit or loss

Investments at amortised cost

Current assets

Inventories

Trade and other receivables
Cash and bank balances

TOTAL ASSETS

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES

Capital and reserves

Share capital

Statutory reserve

General reserve

Development and raw material reserve
Investment fair value reserve

Retained earnings

Treasury shares

Total shareholders’ equity

Non-current liabilities

Non-current portion of lease liability
Non-current portion of deferred income
Employees’ terminal benefits

Current liabilities

Current portion of lease liabilities
Current portion of deferred income
Trade and other payables
Short-term borrowings

Total liabilities

TOTAL EQUITY AND LIABILITIES

At 31 December 2021 (Audited)

Net profit for the period

Other comprehensive income for the period
Dividends for 2021

At 31 March 2022 (Reviwed)

At 31 December 2022 (Audited)

Net profit for the period

Other comprehensive Income for the period
Dividends for 2022

At 31 March 2023 (reviewed)
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Delmon Poultry Companysesc

Financial Statement for three months period ended 31 March 2023

Condensed interim statement of financial position as at 31 March 2023

Condensed interim statement of profit or loss for the three months ended 31 March 2023 Condensed interim statement of cash flows for the three months period ended 31 March 2023
31 March 2023 31 December 2022 Three months Three months Three months Three months
( Reviewed ) (Audited) period ended period ended period ended period ended
31 March 2023 31 March 2022 31 March 2023 31 March 2022
(Reviewed) (Reviewed) (Reviewed) (Reviewed)
5,135,304 4,688,861
552,412 565,033 Sales 4,881,574 4,569,726 Operating activities
Cost of sales (4,539,029) (4,280,286) Net profit for the period 277,000 273,483
3,196,180 3,149,453 ji :
o241 ) Gross Profit for the period 342,545 289,440 Adjustments for
679, 0,463 Otheri 60.608 44844 Depreciation of property,plant and equipment 95,484 106,457
er income X . - N
250,000 250,000 ! ) Amortisation of right-of-use asset 12,621 7,878
9,813,137 9,363,810 Other operating expenses (193,047) (209,590) Finance costs 23,732 7,167
Unrealised fair value losses/(gains) on financial assets at
Profit from operations 210,106 124,694 fair value through profit or loss 36,364 (49,556)
3,194,035 2,972,473 Finance costs (23,732) (7,167) Unrealised foreign exchange gains (5,143) -
2,986,571 2,897,793 :
899,290 1.084.813 Investment income 126,990 130,027 Share of loss of associate - 23,627
Unrealised fair value (losses)/gains on financial assets at fair Interest and dividends income (126,990) (130,027)
7,079,896 7,155,079 value through profit or loss (36,364) 49,556 Changes in operating assets and liabilties:
sh floss i at 28,627) Inventories (221,562) 391,556
are of loss in an associate X X
16,893,033 16,518,889 ! ! ( Trade and other receivables (88,778) (349,882)
Trade and other payables 197,374 161,102
Net profit for the period 277,000 273,483 Employees’ terminal benefits, net 2,764 1,959
3.120.928 3120928 Net cash provided by operating activities 202,866 443,764
1,560,464 1,560,464 Basic earnings per share (fils) 9.05 8.94
3.993,000 3,993,000 Investing activities
1,000,000 1,000,000 Condensed interim statement of comprehensive income for the three months ended 31 March 2023 Purchase of property, plant and equipment (541,927) (269,555)
2.478.798 2432071 Interest and dividends income received 126,990 130,027
e e T | s —— —
t cash used in investing activities
(122,398) (122,398) 31 March 2023 31 March 2022 © : :
14,314,806 14,144,056 (Reviewed) (Reviewed) Financing activities
Principal repayment of lease liabilities (31,526) (24,330)
Net profit for the period 277,000 273,483 Net movement in short-term borrowing 51,116 (97,969)
597,164 629,686 Net movement in deferred income (16,333) (3,450)
12?)323 1i§;:2 Other comprehensive income Finance cost paid (23,732) (7,167)
: - Items that will not be reclassified to profit or loss: Dividends paid (152,977) (152,977)
786,643 832,734 Valuation gains on financial assets at fair Net cash used in financing activities (173,452) (285,893)
14.650 13.654 value through other comprehensive income 46,727 257,431 Net (decrease)/increase in cash and cash equivalents  (385,523) 18,343
13,806 13,806 . P N
1.211.310 1.013.937 Items that may be reclassified into profit or loss: Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of the period 1,284,813 1,124,427
S e . Cash and cash equivalents, end of the period 899,290 1,142,770
551,818 500,702 Company’s share in associate’s other comprehensive loss - (4,173)
1,791,584 1,542,099
2,578,227 2,374,833 Other comprehensive income for the period 46,727 253,258
16,893,033 16,518,889 Total comprehensive income for the period 323,727 526,741
Condensed interim statement of changes in shareholders’ equity for the three months period ended 31 March 2023 The§e financial statements approved and authorlsgd f(?r |slsue' by, the Bogrd
" of Directors on 10 May 2023. Full set of condensed interim finanial information
Share Statutory General Development Investment Retained Treasury . .
capital reserve reserve and raw fair value earnings shares Total can be seen on Company website: www.dawa]en.bh
material reserve reserve
3,120,928 1,560,464 3,993,000 1,000,000 2,326,594 2,288,326 (122,398) 14,166,914
- - - - - 273,483 - 273,483
- 253,258 - 253,258
- - (152,977) (152,977) Abdul Rahman Moh. d Jamsh Ab in Khalil Dewani Abdulhadi Mirza Jaffar
Chairman Vice Chairman Chief Executive Officer
3,120,928 1,660,464 3,993,000 1,000,000 2,579,852 2,408,832 (122,398) 14,540,678 (CEO)
3,120,928 1,560,464 3,993,000 1,000,000 2,432,071 2,159,991 (122,398) 14,144,056
. . - - - 277,000 - 277,000 Financial information Reviewed b
) 46,727 B 46,727 inancial information Reviewed by
BDO
- - - - - (152,977) - (152,977)
3,120,928 1,660,464 3,993,000 1,000,000 2,478,798 2,284,014 (122,398) 14,314,806
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News in brief

Two popes in the Vatican as a;amm opes at the
Francis greets Copticleader  vatican yesterday,
at least briefly, when Pope Francis

| | welcomed Pope Tawadros Il, head of the

@_ Coptic Orthodox Church, to his weekly
— audience. Francis, the 86-year-old head of

the global Catholic Church, embraced the Egyptian patriarch in St Peter’s Square
hefore the pair took to the stage, where they both addressed the rain-soaked
crowds. Tawadros is on a four-day visit to mark 50 years since the historic
meeting between pope Paul VI and patriarch Shenouda 1l in May 1973.
4 Jewels belonging to . oy
an Austrian billionaire Jewe"ew with h!aZI IIF kS up for
whose German hushand auction despite criticism
made his fortune under the Nazis was set to
go under the hammer later yesterday, despite
demands by Jewish groups to call the sale off.
The Christie’s auction house plans to sell the entire
collection of 700 jewels, estimated to be worth
more than $150 million, by the end of the year. A
portion has been available online since last week,
while nearly 100 pieces will be sold in person in Geneva yesterday and another
150 on Friday. The jewellery, including pieces from 20th-century designers such
as Cartier, Bulgari and Van Cleef & Arpels, belonged to Heidi Horten who died last
year aged 81, with a fortune of $2.9 billion, according to Forbes.

Canada wildfires slow allowing evacuees t:m e‘:ﬂj:es
to return, but hot, dry weather coming and',’ight

rain brought relief that allowed some wildfire
evacuees to return home in Canada’s Alberta
1. province, but several blazes were still out
of control and a coming sharp rise in the
mercury could set back efforts to tame the
¥ fires. Authorities have lifted evacuation orders for
a handful of communities after beating back flames, but suffocating smoke still
fills the air -- carried by winds across the continent as far as the Arctic and the
US Atlantic coast. The number of wildfires that forced 30,000 people to flee in
the past four days has fallen from a peak of 110 to 81, with 24 still listed as out of
control. But officials warned that a return to hot and dry conditions was expected
by Friday and would persist through the weekend.
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Australia told to shoot
kangaroos before they starve

Kangaroos in Merimbula in Australia’s New South Wales state (file photo)

AFP | Sydney

ustralia’s kangaroos could

die in “catastrophic” num-
bers if a population boom is
left unchecked, ecologists have
warned, while backing the in-
dustrial-scale culling of the
marsupials.

To outsiders, the kangaroo is
an instantly-recognisable sym-
bol of the Australian wilder-
ness, but within the country
the native animal poses a ma-
jor environmental headache.

Kangaroos have a “boom
and bust” population cycle --
when fodder is plentiful on
the back of a good wet season
their numbers can balloon by
tens of millions.

Hopping mobs of kangaroos
can rapidly strip paddocks
bare, but ecologist Katherine
Moseby warned they would
starve to death in droves when
food ran out.

“The last drought we esti-
mated that 80 or 90 percent
of the kangaroos in some areas
died,” she told AFP.

“They are starving to death
-- going into public toilets and
eating toilet paper, or lying on
the road starving while their

Kangaroos have a
“boom and bust” pop-
ulation cycle -- when
fodder is plentiful on
the back of a good
wet season their
numbers can balloon
by tens of millions

joeys are trying to feed,” she
added, referring to events from
the last population boom.

Moseby said the kindest way
to save kangaroos from this
fate was to shoot them, and
harvest the meat, as a way of
keeping numbers in check.

“It keeps the numbers down
so that when we do get drought
we don’t get these welfare is-
sues,” she said.

“If we saw them as a re-
source and managed them like
that, we wouldn’t get the cat-
astrophic deaths that we see.”

Pakistan ex-PM Khan r

custody after arrest pr:

Army called in to
maintain law and order

AFP | Islamabad

ormer Pakistan prime min-
Fister Imran Khan was re-

manded in custody for eight
days yesterday by an anti-graft
court as violent nationwide pro-
tests over his arrest erupted for a
second day.

Khan was arrested on Tuesday
during a routine hearing in the
capital Islamabad and whisked
away to an unknown location
overnight before appearing be-
hind closed doors in a specially
convened court at police head-
quarters.

The drama follows months
of political crisis during which
Khan, who was ousted in April
last year, has waged an unprec-
edented campaign against the
country’s powerful military.

“If they think that the arrest
of Imran Khan will demoralise
us, then they are hugely mistak-
en,” said Niaz Ali in Peshawar,

Police (foreground) use tear gasto dlsperse Pakistan Tehreek-e- Insaf party activists
and supporters of Imran Khan during a protest

where several monuments and
government buildings have been
torched.

“We stand with Imran Khan
and will support him till death.”

Ali Bukhari, a lawyer for Khan,
told AFP by phone that the court
had approved eight days of phys-
ical remand of Khan demanded
by the country’s top graft agency.

Afzal Marwat, another of
Khan’s lawyers, earlier said Khan

was in “good spirits” but had com-
plained of being hit on the back of
the head and leg by paramilitary
forces who arrested him.

The former cricketing super-
star, who remains wildly popular,
has previously said the dozens
of cases brought against him are
part of an effort by the struggling
government and military estab-
lishment to prevent him from
returning to power.

Pakistan politicians
have frequently been
arrested and jailed since
the country’s founding
in 1947, but few have
so directly challenged a
military that has staged
at least three coups and
ruled for more than

three decades

His arrest has brought thou-
sands of his supporters to the
streets in cities across the coun-
try, where police have attempted
to quell crowds with tear gas.

At least six people have died in
protest-related incidents, police
and hospitals reported, including
one person who died from smoke
inhalation after a multi-storey

Trump found liable for sexually abusing writer

AFP | Washington

New York jury found Don-

ald Trump liable for sex-
ually abusing and defaming an
American former magazine col-
umnist and ordered the ex-pres-
ident to pay her $5 million in
damages.

The nine jurors rejected E.
Jean Carroll’s accusation of rape
but unanimously upheld her
other complaints in the closely
watched civil trial, following
less than three hours of delib-
erations.

It marks the first time Trump
has faced legal consequences
over a string of sexual assault
allegations dating back decades
-- and the former leader imme-
diately rejected the verdict as a
“disgrace.”

Carroll, 79, sued Trump last
year, alleging that he raped her
in the changing room of the lux-

e \
e 2
ey

PN

Donald Trump

ury Bergdorf Goodman store
on Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue
in 1996.

The former columnist for
Elle magazine also claimed that
Trump defamed her when he
called her “a complete con job”
after she went public with the
allegation in 2019.

Trump, the 76-year-old front-
runner for the Republican nom-
ination in next year’s presiden-
tial election, called her case a
“hoax” and “a lie.”

The jury determined that Car-

DONALD TRUMP

roll had proved sexual abuse
-- effectively sexual contact
without consent -- by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence and
awarded her $2 million.

The six men and three wom-
en on the jury also said Trump
should pay Carroll nearly $3
million for defamation.

Following the verdict, Car-
roll left the Manhattan federal
court smiling but did not speak
to reporters.

The six men and three
women on the jury also
said Trump should pay
Carroll nearly $3 mil-
lion for defamation

“We’re very happy,” said her
lawyer, Roberta Kaplan.

Trump slammed the outcome
on his social media platform
Truth Social.

“I have absolutely no idea
who this woman is,” he wrote,
using all capital letters. “This
verdict is a disgrace -- a continu-
ation of the greatest witch hunt
of all time.”

US woman who wrote book on grief charged with killing husband

AFP | Washington

US woman who wrote a

book on dealing with grief
after the death of her husband
has been charged with his mur-
der.

Kouri Richins penned “Are
You With Me?” in the months
after Eric Richins was found
dead in their bedroom in Utah
in March 2022.

Richins told police she had
mixed her husband a drink and
taken it to him in bed. When
she came back later she found
he was “cold to the touch,” Fox

Kouri Richins

13 reported Monday.

An autopsy revealed he had
died from an overdose of fen-
tanyl, with five times the lethal
dosage in his body.

Investigators found Kouri

Richins had asked an acquamt-
ance to get her strong prescrip-
tion pain medication, specifical-
ly “some of the Michael Jackson
stuff.”

Richins received up to 30 fen-
tanyl pills.

A few days later, Eric Richins
“told a friend that he thought
his wife was trying to poison
him,” investigators’ documents
said, according to Fox 13.

Kouri Richins obtained an-
other batch of fentanyl shortly
before her husband died.

Richins’ book, which was
published almost exactly a year

after her husband died, is de-
scribed by its blurb as “heart-
warming and reassuring.”

“Written by a loving moth-
er who personally faced this
challenge, this book is designed
to offer comfort and solace to
young minds.

“Are You With Me’ follows
the story of a child who has lost
their father, but who is remind-
ed that his presence still exists
all around them, just like an an-
gel watching over them.”

The couple, who had been
married for nine years, had
three children, all boys.
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Pennsylvania Hospital
founded by Dr. Thomas
Bond and Benjamin
Franklin, in Philadelphia

1995

More than 170 countries agree to extend
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty
indefinitely and without conditions to
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons
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Holy Roman Emperor Freder- -, #%
ick I Barbarossa and 100,000
crusaders depart Regens-

Newly built city of
Constantinople (Byzantium)
dedicated, becomes the capital
of the Eastern Roman Empire

burg for the Third Crusade ‘ {= 78 . _. k

emanded in
DMpts riots

building was set on fire in Lahore.

Confrontation with military

Khan’s arrest came hours af-
ter the military rebuked him for
alleging that a senior officer had
been involved in a plot to kill him.

Pakistan politicians have fre-
quently been arrested and jailed
since the country’s founding in
1947, but few have so directly
challenged a military that has
staged at least three coups and
ruled for more than three dec-
ades.

Criticism of the military es-
tablishment is rare in Pakistan,
where army chiefs hold signif-
icant influence over domestic
politics and foreign policy, and
have long been accused of inter-
fering in the rise and fall of gov-
ernments.

“The senior army leadership is
uninterested in repairing the rift
between itself and Khan,” said
Michael Kugelman, director of
the South Asia Institute at the
Wilson Center.

“So with this arrest it’s likely
sending a message that the gloves
are very much off.”

Internet cut, exams cancelled

The interior ministry had or-
dered mobile internet services
cut and restricted access to so-
cial media sites Twitter, Face-
book and YouTube, the coun-
try’s communications agency
said.

Authorities have ordered
schools closed across the nation
-- with end of year exams can-
celled for students.

Hundreds of police officers
have been injured across the
country, while in Pakistan’s most
populous province of Punjab
nearly 1,000 people have been
arrested and the army ordered to
deploy to keep peace.

“At a time when we are already
struggling to feed our children,
further uncertainty has been cre-
ated,” Farooq Bhatti, a van driver,
said in Rawalpindi.

Some protesters took out their
wrath on the military, torching
the residence of the corps com-
mander in Lahore and gathering
outside the entrance to the army’s
general headquarters in the garri-
son city of Rawalpindi and pelting
it with stones.

Shock, grief after Tunisian
policeman kills 5 outside synagogue

police secure an area near the Ghriba synagogue following a shootout
AFP | Tunis

Tunisia’s small Jewish commu-
nity was in shock and mourn-
ing yesterday after a bloody shoot-
ing rampage in which a police
officer killed five people outside
Africa’s oldest synagogue.

The shooting Tuesday sparked
mass panic during an annual Jew-
ish pilgrimage at the historic Gh-
riba synagogue on the resort is-
land of Djerba, which was quickly
locked down by security forces.

“I never believed that I would
experience such terror,” recount-
ed one survivor, Raoudha Seibi.

The attack was “a real night-
mare”, said a tearful Seibi, a mem-
ber of the Tunisian Association for
the Support of Minorities. “I am
still in shock.”

Authorities were investigating
the motive of the killer, who was
shot dead after killing three po-
lice officers and two visitors, a
French-Tunisian and an Israe-
li-Tunisian man.

French President Emmanuel

The synagogue was
previously targeted in a
suicide truck bombing

that killed 21 in 2002

Macron vowed to keep up the fight
“against anti-Semitic hatred”, and
Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen
said the bloodshed proves “evil
and hatred are still there”.

The Ghriba pilgrimage was pre-
viously targeted in a 2002 sui-
cide truck bombing that killed 21
people.

The gunman, wearing his police
uniform and a bulletproof vest,
started the attack by killing a fel-
low officer and taking his gun and
ammunition at the island’s port,
said officials.

AFP | Washington

S President Joe Biden will

host India Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for a state visit
on June 22 that will affirm the
two countries’ “deep and close
partnership,” the White House
announced yesterday.

The visit, the highest level
of diplomatic reception at the
White House, will boost Wash-
ington and New Delhi’s “shared
commitment to a free, open,
prosperous, and secure In-
do-Pacific,” the statement said.

The invitation comes as both

Washington has
long sought to boost
India as a coun-
terinfluence to an
increasingly assertive
China in Asia -- and
New Delhi, worried
about Beijing’s build-
up on the other side
of its border, has also
sought to build ties

US President Joe Biden (R) greets India’s PM Narendra Modi as they arrive to
attend an event as part of G7 Summit in Germany (file photo)

India and the United States
seek to shore up support against
China’s growing assertiveness.

It will be the first state visit
by Modi to the United States.
He visited Biden at the White
House in 2021, but as part of the
Quad summit bringing together
the United States, Australia,
Japan and India.

This time India is understood
to have pushed for the pomp of
a full state visit. The trip will
include a state dinner.

The visit will also strength-

en the two countries’ “shared
resolve to elevate our strategic
technology partnership, includ-
ing in defense, clean energy,
and space,” the White House
statement continued.

“The leaders will discuss
ways to further expand our ed-
ucational exchanges and peo-
ple-to-people ties, as well as
our work together to confront
common challenges from cli-
mate change, to workforce de-
velopment and health security,”
it said.

15 children drown, 25 missing in Nigeria boat accident

AFP | Kano

Fifteen children drowned
and 25 others were miss-
ing when their overloaded boat
capsized in ariver in northwest
Nigeria, a local official said yes-
terday.

The children were on their
way from Dundeji village in
Sokoto State to collect firewood
in the bush on Tuesday on the
other side of Shagari river when
their boat sank, Aliyu Abubakar,
local administrator of Shagari
district, said.

“We woke up to a tragedy
yesterday morning, where a
boat carrying children capsized
mid-river,” Abubakar told AFP.

“Fifteen bodies, 13 girls and
two boys, were recovered by
local rescue teams and buried
in the village,” said the official,
who supervised the rescue op-
eration.

River accidents are frequent

(A

Rescuers search for victims at the
site of a capsized boat (image for
representation)

in Nigeria, often caused by
overloading, poor maintenance,
heavy flooding in rainy season
and disregard of safety regu-
lations.

Divers were working in the
Shagari river late on Tuesday
searching for more of the chil-
dren.

In April last year, 29 children
from nearby Gidan Magana vil-
lage in Sokoto drowned in the
same river when their vessel
capsized while they were also

YOU

KNOW WHAT

River accidents are
frequent in Nigeria,
often caused by over-
loading, poor mainte-
nance, heavy flooding
in rainy season and
disregard of safety

regulations

on their way to fetch firewood
for their families.

During massive flooding in
rainy season in December, at
least 76 people drowned when
their boat went down in a swol-
len river in southeast Anambra
State.

US braces for migration surge with
thousands of forces at border

AFP | Washington

he United States yester-

day was readying its re-
sponse to an expected surge
of migrants seeking to enter,
with officials saying 24,000 law
enforcement personnel have
been deployed to the Mexican
border.

President Joe Biden has ac-
knowledged that the border
will be “chaotic for a while”
with the expiration of Covid
pandemic rules that had forbid-
den virtually all asylum claims
there.

Tens of thousands of people
are waiting at crossing points
for the end of so-called Title 42
overnight Thursday into Friday,
despite the Biden administra-
tion vowing to enforce the bor-
der vigorously.

A senior administration offi-
cial said that 24,000 border po-
lice and 1,100 border processing

Migrants wait in line to turn themselves in for processing to US Customs and

- g-2)

Border Protection agents in El Paso, Texas

personnel have been deployed,
double the number a year ago.

The Pentagon has also been
sending 1,500 extra troops to
the border to reinforce 2,500
already in place.

Thousands of people, largely
from Central America and Haiti
as well as Venezuela, have been
seeking to enter the world’s
wealthiest country as they flee
poverty, violence and drought
exacerbated by climate change.

The crossings have become
a political flashpoint in the
United States, with the rival
Republican Party under Donald
Trump championing stringent
anti-immigration measures.

Trump as president used Ti-
tle 42, officially a public health
measure, as a blunt tool to block
migrants, but both the United
States and World Health Or-
ganization say the emergency
phase of the pandemic is over.

TOP
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TWEETS

In a world of overlap-
ping and converging
crises, the health emer-
gency preparedness and
response architecture
must be able to effective-
ly address emergencies
of all kinds.

@DrTedros

POTUS and @FLO-
@TUS will host Prime
Inister Narendra Modi
of the Republic of India
for an Official State Vis-
it to the United States,
which will include a state
dinner, on June 22, 2023.
@PressSec

'Viktor Orban last week
said “Mr Trump,
come back, make Amer-
ica great again”. Does he
still ask that 2 Europe’s
far - right turn a blind
eye to Trump’s abuse of
women, now confirmed
by jury in a civil trial. This
man is totally unfit for
elected office!
@guyverhofstadt

lad to be back in Chi-
na after reopening.
Had very constructive
discussions with key
economic policymakers
on China’s economic
rebound, domestic pol-
icy challenges and how
we can strengthen our
engagement and work
together to foster global
prosperity and develop-
ment.
@GitaGopinath

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
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ANI | Los An-
geles

Singer Brit-
ney Spears’
autobiography
’t‘ has been put on

hold over concerns

\’\ from some A-listers

who know her.
% The tome’s
! \\ publisher,
\ Simon &

\“ ‘\E\-‘

Schuster, received “strong-
ly worded legal letters” from
those who fear what the “Tox-
ic” singer has written, Page Six
reported, citing the US Sun.
“Britney is brutally hon-
est in the book -- there are
a lot of nervous A-listers,”
an insider told the outlet.
“Strongly worded legal letters
have been sent to the publishers
by people who know Britney and
who fear what she has written.”

The source added that not only
is there “no movement” on the
book “at the moment,” but there
are also new concerns over when
“it will eventually be able to come
out.” However, the reports did not
mention the names of the stars.
Fans’ curiosity to know the
details about the A-listers
has raised one notch higher.
“What...this is surprising. Who
are those two A-listers,” a so-
cial media user commented.

“Oh My God.. Please reveal the
details,” another one wrote.
Britney’s book deal is said to be
worth as much as USD 15 million.
Her younger sister, Jamie
Lynn Spears, has also re-
leased a memoir, “Things
I Should Have Said.”
The book had previously been
expected this past February,
but is now postponed to an
unannounced date at the end

of the year.

Britney

Spears Celebretainment | Los

Angeles

ourteney Cox finds
maintaining her so-
cial media accounts

“exhausting”.

The former ‘Friends’ star has
amassed over 12 million fol-
lowers on Instagram and tries
to give her fans “silly” posts to
keep them amused, rather than
just “daily reports” of what she’s
been doing, but she admitted it’s
not easy coming up with such
slick content.

Asked about her approach to

social media, she told Harpers-
Bazaar.com: “Be yourself. Be
silly. That’s just my personality.
I like to think in terms of what
would make me laugh.

“I don’t give you just daily re-
ports of where I am and what’s
happening. I do it kind of like
little productions.

“It’s exhausting. I’'m not gon-
na lie.”

In March, Courteney went
viral after she shared a video
of herself cleaning up the Hol-
lywood Walk of Fame stars of
herself and friends Jennifer
Aniston, Laura Dern and Reese

/1y ‘ Courteney Cox finds
social media ‘exhausting”

Witherspoon to promote her
Homecourt cleaning brand.

And the 58-year-old actress
- who is engaged to Johnny Mc-
Daid and has 18-year-old daugh-
ter Coco with ex-husband David
Arquette - admitted she feels
pressure to better her successful
posts.

She said: “Cleaning the stars
[on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame] that took about five min-
utes.

“I was on my way to Jimmy
Kimmel to promote ‘Scream’.
And I was like, oh, let’s do this
really quick. And my partner

Johnny said, ‘There’s no way
you can’t shoot something
right now. We’re gonna be
late. I said, ‘No, no, just
pull over.

“And we pulled over
and I just had some paper
towels went into a place
and it just worked. “But
then when it works really
well, you feel like you’ve
got to do something as
good the next week. And
that’s when you’re like,
oh my gosh, really? And
you compare it to the last

one.”
Courteney Cox

Robert De Niro
AFP | Washington

Robert De Niro has be-
come a father again at
the age of 79, the “Raging
Bull” actor said in a recent
interview.

Double-Oscar winner
De Niro corrected an in-
terviewer who suggested
he only had six children,
telling her it is now “seven,
actually”

“I just had a baby,” he told
ET Canada, without reveal-
ing the baby’s gender or the
identity of the mother.

The almost-octogenarian
already shares two children
with his first wife, “Taxi
Driver” co-star Diahnne
Abbott, and two more with
socialite Grace Hightower,
from whom he separated

Celebretainment | Los Angeles

d Sheeran is “coming to
Eterms” with the fact he

won’t always be success-
ful.

The “Thinking Out Loud’ hit-
maker - who has Lyra, two, and
Jupiter, 11 months, with wife
Cherry Seaborn - admitted he
doesn’t think any performer
finds it easy to accept when their
careers are on the decline so he
is already preparing for the day

Speaking in new docu-
mentary series ‘The Sum
of It All’, he said: “Careers
naturally plateau and I've
been coming to terms
with that, by the time
Lyra and Jupes are in |
school the world will |
naturally have said,
‘We’re good’.

“I don’t think anyone
copes with that well.”

The 32-year-old
star also opened up

of remembering his rela-
tionship with Cherry
before they had their
daughters.
He said: “I find
like when you be-
came parents you
forget you were
lovers in a rela-
tionship before,
had fun and just
fancying each
other.
“It’s impor-

ing each other you fancy each
other”

Ed gushed that his life became
“so much better” when he em-
barked on a relationship with his
former classmate.

He said: “My and Cherry’s re-
lationship is the most amazing
thing in my life that no-one re-
ally knows about.

“Everything in life sort of got
so much better when she got
into it

The hockey player reflected

Britney Spears’ autobiography delayed due
to A-listers’ fears, fans ask ‘who are they?’

Ed Sheeran coming to terms with
expected popularity decline

struggles in the docuseries as
he battled her being diagnosed
with cancer and the death of
Ed’s friend Jamal Edwards.

Cherry said: “He’s now per-
forming work for the first time
in his deepest darkest fears and
that’s a difficult thing to per-
form.

“I’ve never seen him cry on
stage, he never really cries in
general”

Cherry explained the ‘Drunk’
singer wanted to make the series

in 2018. when his star is on the wane. about the importance tant remind- on her husband’s emotional toshow he isn’t a “robot”.
Ed Sheeran
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

FLORIDA GULF CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33660370 or hr@jaradahfish.com

MINHAS TAILORING has a vacancy for
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33495010 or BILAL _
MINHAS@YAHOO.COM

RESTAURANT BAIT ALKEBDA has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17262444 or BAITALKEBDA@GMAIL.COM
HABARA GATE SNACKS & FISH WII has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33004894 or EXP.SEV4@GMAIL.COM
SEVEN DAYS CONTRACTING CO.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39454342 or SDC.SPC@YAHOO.
COM

TRIPLE SEVEN SALON has a vacancy
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36626993
or ZAKARIYAALI777@GMAIL.COM

THE BUTTERFLY WINGS BUILDING AND
INDUSTRIAL CLEANING CO. W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66660843 or SYEDKALEEMULLAH7@
GMAIL.COM

IDEAL STAR CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33210574 or PAIVALIKEHUSSAIN59@
GMAIL.COM

MAAZ ADVERTISMENT has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33700528
or RUSSHDA_87@YAHOO.COM

AlZaki Electronics Maintenance has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37112551 or alzakielectronics@gmail.com
ALRESALAH has a vacancy for the
occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39661615
or SALMANISA825@GMAIL.COM

K C A Chartered Certified Accountants
Specialized Bahraini Partn has a vacancy
for the occupation of AUDITOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17826400
or KCABAHRAIN2019@GMAIL.COM
KYRO LOUNGE W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17773377 or PETERELKHAIR@GMAIL.
COM

BUILD2LAST CONSTRUCTION CO.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39454408 or RASHED.
SHAHEEN@ICONGATEWAY.COM
SOUTH KOREA YOSKIN W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of HAIR
DRESSER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 35394762 or YUPINGZHOU@
LIVE.COM

Amrok Construction & Electrical of
buildings Co W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33386331 or
RAMAN.AMROK@GMAIL.COM

GRAND STATION FOR AUTO SERVICES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33972312 or gssbh.wli@gmail.com
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED
B.S.C(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700888
or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING
CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
Pasta Express has a vacancy for the
occupation of TEAM LEADER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17780161
or  HRHEAD@PASTAEXPRESSGROUP.
COM

TAMCON CONTRACTING CO W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER(FURNITURE), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36636624
or h.bukhamas@tamcon.bh

AL HAIBA ELECTRCAL CONTRACTING
has a vacancy for the occupation

of  WORKER, suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 39682224 or
ALHAIBAELECTRICAL@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY SERVICES
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 38080801 or HR@
issbh.com

MARINE & INDUSTRIAL SOLUTIONS CO
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 32261310 or FARZUKKAZI@
GMAIL.COM

ALRAHA CAFETERIA has a vacancy for
the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33009600 or alayanibade@yahoo.com
SIGN SOLUTION ADVERTISING &
PUBLICITY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 37320087 or
AKHTARW78@GMAIL.COM

FOBY STYLO SERVICES W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33941592 or ZULABADIN121@GMAIL.COM
TABASSUM  JEWELLERY  DESIGN
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33124163 or
TABASSUMFAROOQ61@GMAIL.COM
AHSAN 99 SERVICES WL.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33032025 or  AHSAN99SERVICES@
YAHOO.COM

MATAI NAJMAT ALSHAMAL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39652696 or METWALLY.2.1970@GMAIL.
COM

AL MUNTAHA SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33302324 or TANPREETBH@
GMAIL.COM

FN.F  CONSTRUCTION  COMPANY
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 38931414 or SARIFUDDIN9@
GMAIL.COM

EPSILON GENERAL TRADING AND
COTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 38888675
or ABDUL-MUNEER@HOTMAIL.COM

AL BAHR AL AZAM TRADING W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably — qualified
applicants can contact 37130887 or
SHRYFHDHYAB782@GMAIL.COM

NEW SAHARA CONSTRUCTION W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33097003 or HAMZA61200@
OUTLOOK.COM

FINE KARAK CAFETERIA W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34369200 or  TALALMARKETBAH@
TALALGROUPINTL.COM

BEST MUGHAL SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36130533 or TAHIRMUGHAL325@GMAIL.
COM

SUNRISE LOGISTICS W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33860711 or YAYA_GHULAM@YAHOO.
COM

FLYING STAR DECORATION CO
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39051880 or MMIANBILAL9@GMAIL.COM
INOSOL  FACADES WL.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE),  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39799151
or INOSOLF@GMAIL.COM
PROFESSIONAL LEADER GARAGE
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 34589817 or JANALAHMED1234@
GMAIL.COM

LADLI SERVICES W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39005310
or LADLI.BAH@GMAIL.COM

ALEEM MODERN CONSTRUCTION
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33515042 or  WADOCUMENTS.BH@
GMAIL.COM

HELPING HANDS  CONSULTANTS
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34681957 or MOHAMMED.
ATIF1267 @GMAIL.COM

QK CAR SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 35401910
or N.ALZADJALIB00@GMAIL.COM

50 CENT SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37445420 or MZAINSHEIKHO4@GMAIL.
COM

RAM MEDICAL CENTER W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
NURSE(GENERAL), suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 17422022 or
bh.ceo@rameclinics.com

MANNAI TRADING & CONTRACTING
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17729935 or AHMED@
PANORAMABH.COM

BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39468574 or ageel@basma.com.bh
ABDULAZIZ ALSAYED TRADING &
CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33747598
or AHMEDALSAYED88@HOTMAIL.COM
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASON ASST, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39602882
or alsediqqi12@outlook.com

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33660370 or hr@
jaradahfish.com

ALMOAYYED CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39770606
or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

SMALCO CONTRACTING W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
BAHRAIN BURGER COMPANY W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SERVER, suitably qualified applicants

can contact 17722171 or MAIL@
FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
EBRAHIM  KHALIL KANOO CO.

B.S.C.CLOSED has a vacancy for the
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17262262
or hr.s@ekkanoo.com.bh

AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
ABDULHADIALAFOO WLL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17874756
or alafoo@batelco.com.bh

AHMED HUSSAIN ALNAMLAITY &
SONS COMPANY has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39446004
or YOUSIF@POST-PROPERTIES.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED
B.S.C(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the
occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17700888
or NASSERAB@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABDULAZIZ ALSAYED TRADING &
CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33747598
or AHMEDALSAYED88@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39770606
or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

Burger Flare has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17692069 or
MSAEED9009@GMAIL.COM

NEW NATIONAL SALON COMPANY
Bahraini partnership company has a
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39043939 or NNSALON@GMAIL.COM
LOTUS ELECTRIC WORKSHOP has
a vacancy for the occupation of AIR-
CONDITIONING  TECHNICIAN,  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36675227
or shahab19@gmail.com

ALAHLAM TECHNICAL &

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17785335 or HAMED_996@HOTMAIL.
COM

ALAALI & ALSAYED TRANSPORT has
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER/
OPERATOR(SHOVEL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39731173 or sm@
ast-bh.com

AHMED ALSAYYAD TRADING EST. has
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17256494 or SAYYADTRADING@GMAIL.
COM

CHONG CHAN TING RESTAURANT
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39296004 or CHONGCHANTING@
GMAIL.COM

ABDULAZIZ ALSAYED TRADING &
CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33747598
or AHMEDALSAYED88@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39770606
or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

JAW RESORT CO. WLL has
a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE),  suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17778486
or ALIAAEST@BATELCO.COM.BH
AHMED MOHAMMED JASSIM
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17784584 or HR@AMJASSIM.COM
ALGHROOB CAR GARAGE has a vacancy
for the occupation of AUTOMOBILES
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17632078 or alghroob.car.
garage@gmail.com

ABDULAZIZ ALSAYED TRADING &
CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33747598
or AHMEDALSAYED88@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMOAYYED CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39770606
or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

BURJ ALARAB CONTRACTING has a
vacancy for the occupation of MASON,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17700654 or BURJALARABCOM@GMAIL.COM
Bahrain Electromechanical Services Co.
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39940152 or BEMCO@BATELCO.
COM.BH

HAMELON GENTS SALON has a vacancy
for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37001113 or  MARYAMALAWADHI@
HOTMAIL.COM

ALKHAWAJA TEXTILES EXPORT &
IMPORT CENTRE has a vacancy for
the occupation of TAILOR, MADE-TO
MEASURE GARMENTS (LADIES), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39609771
or KHAWAJAK@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABDULAZIZ ALSAYED TRADING &
CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy for
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33747598
or AHMEDALSAYED88@HOTMAIL.COM
Al fateh cleaning and Maintenance
Company w.llI has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17830078 or
kanakaraj.pk@horizonintigroup.com
ALMOAYYED CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39770606
or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

ZURICH INSURANCE COMPANY LTD
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CUSTOMER SERVICES COORDINATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17563180 or mohammad.nashmi@zurich.com
Layali Abdulwahab Restaurant W.L.L has
avacancy for the occupation of MANAGER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17131018 or snair@layaliabdulwahab.com
World Seas ship chandlers has a vacancy
for the occupation of ENGINEER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 77004681
or kjs.navy.24.365@gmail.com

NEW DIMENSION CONTRACTING CO.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can

contact 34403380 or FISHERMANSENSE@
GMAIL.COM

REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39770065 or REGALMSERVICES@
OUTLOOK.COM

SMALCO CONTRACTING W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation
of MASON, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36552200 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33660370 or hr@
jaradahfish.com

Shams AlAmazon restaurant has
a vacancy for the occupation of
COOK(ASSISTANT),  suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39676242 or
UM.ALI.JAMEEL@GMAIL.COM
ROLANDA FLOWERS has a vacancy for
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39634498
or AHMEDQMALIK@GMAIL.COM
DYNAMIC ZONE CLEANING
CONSTRUCTIONS has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39222337 or
arabspalacecleaning@gmail.com

SwISS BELHOTEL SEEF W.LL. has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39169696 or hrmsbse@swiss-belhotel.com
ALBADO PAINTING & DECORATION
CENTRE W.LLL has a vacancy for the
occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17403340 or albadocente@gmail.com
MELATH ALTAIR LADIES TAILORING has
a vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36678640 or  ISAM.SIDDIQUE202@
GMAIL.COM

BAHRAIN DUTCH FOUNDATION W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CRANE OPERATOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17369887 or info@
bahraindutch.com

Ramee Grand Hotel & Spa has a vacancy
for the occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17111999 or hrg.bh@rameehotels.com

Al Getara for romoval and fixing home
and offices furniture has a vacancy
for the occupation of ASSISTANT OF
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17141162
or SUNDUS@ALZAHRACARGO.COM
SARAYA CONTRACTORS CO. WL.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17691591 or md@sarayaco.com
AVOLA CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39108161 or RAJEESHKK4@GMAIL.COM
PERMANENT SHINE CAR SARVICES has
avacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33177776 or  YASSERSAMIR44@
OUTLOO.COM

ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation of
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36552200 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com

WESTPOINT HOME (BAHRAIN) W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17838129 or ADEL.JABBER@
WPHOME.COM

SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation
of EMPLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17552722 or SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L.
has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 13300444 or HROFFICER@
AIMSBAHRAIN.COM

EXPRESS FOOD COMPANY LIMITED -
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER
(RESTURANTS),  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 38933183 or
ADEL@EXPRESS-FOODS.COM

AL RAFEEQ TOWER EXCAVATION
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation

of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39000116
or MOSAWI67@HOTMAIL.COM

BAHRAIN COFFEE BREWERS
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of COFFEE SERVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17722171
or ANEESH@FOODVESTHOLDING.COM
NASS  CONTRACTING  COMPANY
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of
RIGGER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
TORINO MODA STYLE has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33779931
or torino.moda.bh@gmail.com

ALASKA ALUMINUM FABRICATION has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34348424 or  ALASKA_ALUMINIUM@
HOTMAIL.COM

MOHAMED  EBRAHIM  GENERAL
TRADE has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALESMAN, suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 33265545 or
JAAFARHAIDER026@GMAIL.COM

BU MEHR WORKSHOP has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 37777728
or SHAWQI.ALMEER64@HOTMAIL.COM
ALJALBOOT FISH RESTAURANT has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36363936 or daytona@daytonabh.com
ALRAYAN RIVER CONTRACTING has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33063053 or BHNASER12@GMAIL.COM
EXPRESS FOOD COMPANY LIMITED -
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER
(RESTURANTS),  suitably qualified
applicants can contact 38933183 or
ADEL@EXPRESS-FOODS.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation
of HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17400407
or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

SUREST HUGIENE LAUNDRY has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39111407 or A ALTWEEL1988@GMAIL.COM
AL RABEEH MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SPECIALISED DOCTOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39338879 or
NISARKKA@GMAIL.COM

RESTAURANT BAIT ALKEBDA has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
32366920 or BAITALKEBDA@GMAIL.COM
KHK SPORTS W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17000038
or anwar@khkmma.com

ARK FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17742595 or HUSSAINK@
KAZEROONIGROUP.COM

NEW IDEA CONTRACTING has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17722333
or HABIB73ALI@HOTMAIL.COM
EXPRESS FOOD COMPANY LIMITED -
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER
(RESTURANTS),  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 38933183 or
ADEL@EXPRESS-FOODS.COM

3lines restaurant Co S P C has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER
(RESTURANTS),  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 35606000 or sadeg.
hasan@gnj-group.com

KG PRIME MARKETING & SERVICES
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of DATA ENTRY OPERATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38242087 or KANADA.KOREA@GMAIL.
COM

SHARJA FOR GALVANISED STEEL CO.
W.LLL has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33074488 or SNCOATING@
GMAIL.COM

FEDORA CONTRACTING CO WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33871955 or maheshyogidas@gmail.com
AMERICAN MEDICAL CENTER W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SPECIALISED DOCTOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17111020 or
NUHAILY@HOTMAIL.COM
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NASEEB AIR CONDITIONERS &
REFRIGERATORS REPAIR WORKSHOP
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33240114 or ALIALALLALIS0@
GMAIL.COM

Adu Wadi Stevedoring Co. W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 36733315 or ATEFABUWADI@
YAHOO.COM

COCO SCRAP has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34199744 or
FAISALWASIF@GMAIL.COM

Wyndham Garden W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 66316666
or mohammed@panoramabh.com
EXPRESS FOOD COMPANY LIMITED -
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER
(RESTURANTS),  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 38933183 or
ADEL@EXPRESS-FOODS.COM
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact

34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com
LULU  MAINTENANCE, CLEANING
AND CONTRACTING CO. W.LLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17720648 or INFO@LCMWLL.
COM

KENTUCKY FRIED CHICKEN has
a vacancy for the occupation of
COOK(GENERAL),  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 17262998 or
ssaleh@americana-food.com

KAFLAN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 39871069
or ADEL.JABBER@WPHOME.COM

AL Alukah Publicity and advertising W
L L has a vacancy for the occupation of
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33330376 or MALMOGHERI@
GMAIL.COM

Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers
w. |. | has a vacancy for the occupation
of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17717730 or
ALAZZAMGROUP@YAHOO.COM

Devine Cleaning Contracting W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39205395 or  ABDULLAKA3882AB@

GMAIL.COM

NEW HESA MOHAMED SHOWAITER
SWEETS CO.W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39331022 or
CBGUPTA11@GMAIL.COM

DOUBLE OBSERVE SERVICES W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33640042 or SULTANTEPU.BH@GMAIL.
COM

PAK RISING STAR  FACILITIES
MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 34674093
or GULISRARO8@GMAIL.COM

AKM  CONSTRUCTION CO WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39474084 or MAJITH500@
GMAIL.COM

CHAUDHRY  CARGO  HANDLING
SERVICES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33757370
or TARIQ4SEASONS@YAHOO.COM
ARYANI  TECHNOLOGIES  W.L.L.
has a vacancy for the occupation of
ADMINISTRATOR,  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 13343433 or basel@

aryani.net

AIRTH MATIC MAINTENANCE W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36274303 or pshaljith@gmail.com
MOHAMMAD ANSARI FOR TAILORING
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 33442216
or AMIRANSARI280@GMAIL.COM
Zareena Contracting Company W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37116677 or LIBINCHANDRANG@GMAIL.
COM

ABDULHADI ALAFOO WLL has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 17874756
or alafoo@batelco.com.bh

MIMOS FOR CARE CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39984333 or LOULAH1983@GMAIL.COM
Maya optics W.LLL has a vacancy for
the occupation of SUPERVISOR SALES,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33402304 or mayaoptics99@gmail.com
GREAT WALL CONTRACTING COMPANY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can

contact 39105686 or BACCUMIYAU1@
GMAIL.COM

Spiller Garage has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 37744741 or
Yasseralharz@gmail.com

EXPRESS FOOD COMPANY LIMITED -
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY has
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER
(RESTURANTS),  suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 39347757 or
ADEL@EXPRESS-FOODS.COM

FB.L Fatmas Beauty Lounge has a
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17555655  or  FATIMA.ALHADAD@
HOTMAIL.COM

BIBA CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of RECEPTIONIST (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34399991 or MISHAL@ALGHAIA.COM
Shamna trading company W.LLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17691822 or SHAMNATRADING@GMAIL.
COM

Ushk perfume W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 32226482 or ali.
aljazeri@gmail.com

TUBLI SALON has a vacancy for the
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39718811 or
MATERAZZI85@HOTMIL.COM

PAEKY BLINDERS SALON has a vacancy
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact 36615519
or salmanabbasalmulla@gmail.com

M K A MECHANICAL CONTRACTS has a
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39611612 or MKA.MC.BAH@GMAIL.COM
DMS STAR ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
35159731 or DOLANSHIL63@GMAIL.COM
QASR AL NAKHIL RESTAURANT has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
66337630 or QASRALNAKHIL@GMAIL.
COM

PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
34111999 or sharef.works@gmail.com

BIN DHAIF GARAGE. has a vacancy for
the occupation of VEHICLE SHEETMETAL
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36466688 or BINDHAIF1@
HOTMAIL.COM

‘It has been an honour’ -- Barca

Saudi Arabia talks
are understood to be
in advanced stage

AFP | Barcelona

ergio Busquets will leave
Barcelona in June at the end
of his contract, the midfielder
confirmed yesterday, ending a
highly successful era at the club.

“The moment has arrived to
announce this is my last season
at Barcelona,” said Busquets on
Instagram.

“It has been an unforgettable
journey.”

Busquets has won the Cham-
pions League three times with
Barcelona and La Liga on eight
occasions before this season,
with the Catalans set to triumph
again for the first time in four
years.

The 34-year-old has been a key
player for Barca since breaking
into the first team under their
former coach Pep Guardiola in
2008, becoming the club’s cap-
tain in 2021.

Busquets is Barcelona’s
third-highest appearance mak-
er of all time, playing for the
club on 718 occasions, lifting 31
trophies in total.

Barcelona captain Sergio Busquets to leave club at the end of season

Barcelona midfielder Sergio Busquets (R) in action (file photo)

He did not say where he might
go next, with Spanish reports
suggesting he may move to a
team in Saudi Arabia.

“It has been an honour, a
dream, a pride. It has been
everything to be able to defend
and represent this badge for so
many years, but everything has

abeginning and an end,” contin-
ued Busquets.

“Although it has not been an
easy decision, I think the time
has come.”

Barcelona coach Xavi Hernan-
dez, who played with Busquets
in the team’s midfield for several
years, wanted the midfielder to

stay next season, but said the
decision was up to him.

Busquets’ team-mates past
and present paid tribute to him
on social media after he an-
nounced his future lay outside
the club.

“My friend, after so much
we’ve lived through together,

what can I say that you don’t
know?” wrote Barcelona defend-
er Jordi Alba on Instagram.

“You’re leaving your home,
having made an indelible im-
print on Barcelona’s history.

“More than 700 games and
a fundamental part of so many
titles, and glorious nights that
all Barca fans will forever re-
member.”

Former Barcelona playmaker
Andres Iniesta said Busquets
was “number one”.

‘An example’

“You are the best, Sergio, I will
miss you,” wrote Barca midfield-
er Sergi Roberto, who is set to
inherit the captain’s armband.

“An example in all senses, I
have been lucky to share many
moments with you and it will not
be easy day to day without you.”

Barcelona hailed him as “one
of the best players ever to repre-
sent the club”.

“Busquets’ story at Barca is
one of class and commitment in
the centre of midfield,” read a
statement on the club website.

“His talent and his ability to
read the game has made him one
of the best defensive midfielders
in the game.”

Busquets has been notable as
a ball-playing pivot, using per-
fect positioning and anticipation

legend Busquets to leave club

rather than physicality to recov-
er the ball for his side.

The veteran has long been
thought to favour a move to Ma-
jor League Soccer in the United
States at the end of his Barcelona
contract, with Inter Miami one
of the teams mentioned.

However in recent days the
player has been linked in Span-
ish media with a move to the
Saudi Arabian top flight.

Former Barcelona forward
Lionel Messi, a close friend of
Busquets, is another player who
may end up in the oil-rich king-
dom after a source close to nego-
tiations told AFP it was a “done
deal” for the Argentine forward
to move to the Middle East.

However Messi’s father and
agent Jorge Messi said Tuesday
that the World Cup winner’s
future would only be decided at
the end of the season.

Busquets won the World Cup
with Spain in 2010 and the Eu-
ropean Championship in 2012, a
key fixture in the national team
for nearly 15 years until he re-
tired from international duty in
December.

The midfielder was the only
player who won the World Cup
in 2010 who was part of Spain’s
squad for the Qatar tournament,
in which they were eliminated in
the last 16.

Embiid, Sixers close on series win after downing Celtics

AFP | Los Angeles

oel Embiid led the Phila-

delphia 76ers to within one
win of a series triumph over
the Boston Celtics on Tuesday,
scoring 33 points in a 115-103
road victory in their best-of-sev-
en Eastern Conference playoff

duel.

Embiid delivered another
towering performance that un-
derscored his NBA Most Valu-
able Player status as the Sixers
dominated from early in the
first quarter to leave Boston’s TD
Garden home crowd in stunned
silence.

The result gives the
third-seeded Sixers a 3-2 series
lead, meaning they can advance
to the conference finals with a
win in game six on home courtin
Philadelphia on Thursday.

The Sixers will head into that
game brimming with confidence
after an assured display in game

five that left second-seeded Bos-
ton’s postseason campaign hang-
ing by a thread.

Embiid led the scoring in a su-
perbly balanced Sixers offensive
performance, with five players
finishing in double figures.

Tyrese Maxey tormented the
Celtics with 30 points, includ-

ing six three-pointers, while
point guard James Harden was
a constant thorn in the side
of the Celtics, finishing with
17 points, 10 assists and eight
rebounds.

“I thought Joel did a great
job of shooting when he needed
to shoot, and passing when he

needed to pass,” Sixers coach
Doc Rivers said.

“Our composure overall was
good. You know they’re go-
ing to make shots, they’re go-
ing to make runs. That team is
tough, and you’ve got to breathe
through it. I thought our guys
did that”
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H Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad
HA] Khalifa, Representative
of HM the King for Humani-
tarian Works and Youth Affairs
and Captain of the Royal En-
durance team has instructed
the team to widely take part in
the Royal Windsor Endurance
Festival which will take place in
London.

His Highness underlined that
the continued presence in this
prestigious festival comes as an
extension of the deep-rooted
ties and connections between
Bahrain and the United King-
dom thanks to the Royal vision
of HM King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa, the King of the King-
dom of Bahrain, and the con-
stant support of HRH Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister.

HH Shaikh Nasser expressed
his optimism towards the Royal

\-1

Royal Endurance Team during training

Endurance team’s participation
in the race thanks to the team’s
rich experience in the event.
The championship village will
witness the participation of the

SPDOIES

HH Shaikh Nasser instructs Royal Endurance Team  Dog causes world champ
to widely part1c1pate in WlIldSOI‘ Endurance Festival

Royal Endurance team in the
veterinary tests ahead of the
races. The team will compete
in three categories, namely the

and the 160km competition.
Raed Mahmood, Abdul-
rahman Al Khateri and Nass-
er Khalifa Mubarak will take
part in the 100km race, while
HH Shaikh Isa bin Faisal bin
Rashid Al Khalifa, Jaber Bad-
er Jaffar, Zuhair Mohammed,
Shahad Waleed, Faisal Hameed

. Al Enzy, Khalid Yusuf Abdul-

rahman, Fahad Hilal Al Khateri,
Salman Isa, Sultan Abdulaziz Al
Rumaihi, Mohammed Khalid Al
Ruawaie, Yusuf Moahmmed Al
Sadoon, Khalifa Jamal Al Sendi,
Manal Fakhrawi and Asem Ab-
dulwahed Janahi will feature in
the 120km race.

Meanwhile, Shaikh Moham-
med bin Mubarak Al Khalifa,
Mohammed Abdulsamad Al
Bastaki, Isa Mohammed Al
Enzy, Hamad Isa Al Janahi,
Mohammed Abdulhameed Al
Hashemi, Mayoof Abdulaziz Al
Rumaihi and Ahmed Khalid Al
Thuwadi will compete in the
160km contest.

100km race, the 120km contest

Evenepoel to crash at GlI'O

Remco Evenepoel is assisted by members of his team after crashlng

AFP | Salerno

emco Evenepoel crashed

during the fifth stage of
the Giro d’Italia when to a
dog crossed the road early in
yesterday’s 171-kilometre ride
towards Salerno.

World champion Evene-
poel hit the deck more than
150km from the finish in rain-
soaked southern Italy after a

dog ran across Evenepoel’s
Soudal-Quick Step teammate
Davide Ballerini.

Evenepoel is second in the
Giro’s general classification
and is the favourite to win the
three-week Grand Tour.

The 23-year-old Belgian
was attended to by a number
of teammates and Quick Step
staff and once on his bike raced
back into the peloton, assisted
by his teammates.

Grealish warns Madrid that Man
City are ‘unstoppable’ at home

Real Madrid’s Antonio Rudiger vies with Manchester City’s Jack Grealish (R)

AFP | Madrid

ack Grealish said Manches-

ter City are confident of
finishing the job against Real
Madrid at home to reach the
Champions League final after
a 1-1 draw in their semi-final
first leg on Tuesday.

City have won all 14 games
at the Etihad this year by a
combined score of 49-7 as Pep
Guardiola’s men close in on
a potential treble of Premier
League, Champions League
and FA Cup.

But it is conquering Europe
for the first time that matters
most to the English champi-
ons.

City suffered heartache
against Madrid at the same
stage of the competition last
season as a late collapse in
the second leg at the Santia-
go Bernabeu saw the Span-
ish giants go on to win the
competition for the 14th
time.

But home advantage for
the return leg could make the
difference this year after the
sides could not be separated
in Madrid.
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Manchester City are

now unbeaten in 21

games in all compe-
titions

JACK GREALISH

Both goals came from spec-
tacular strikes from outside
the box as Kevin De Bruyne
cancelled out Vinicius Junior’s
opener.

“At the Etihad at the mo-
ment we feel unstoppable,”
Grealish told BT Sport.

“We came here tonight to try
and win, but I think it shows
our character to go a goal
down and come back. In the
end it was a fair result.”

City are now unbeaten in 21
games in all competitions.

But they were not at their
fluent best as Madrid suc-
cessfully cut the supply line
to 51-goal striker Erling
Haaland.

The visitors had dominated
possession until they were hit
by the Real sucker punch when
Vinicius drove forward and
fired into the top corner on 36
minutes.

But the roles were reversed
after the break as just when
City appeared on the ropes,
they hit back when De Bruyne
drilled past his Belgian inter-
national teammate Thibaut
Courtois.

Asian volleyball thrills

set for Kingdom’s fans

BVA announces free entry to all matches in upcoming continental tournament

Al Ahli’s professionals are welcomed by a team official upon their arrival at

Bahrain International Airport

Al Ahli welcome
international
professional players
to Kingdom for
tournament

@ Bahraini side
continue daily training
programme ahead

of start of action

TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Volleyball As-

I sociation (BVA) is calling

on the Kingdom’s sports

fans to come and cheer for their

favourite teams in the upcoming

2023 Asian Men’s Club Volley-

ball Championship, set to be

hosted by the Kingdom from
Sunday.

The event is set to feature 16
leading teams from across the
continent with many top inter-
national players in the fray.

Entrance is completely free
for all the matches. There will
be eight games per day from
11.30am between two arenas at
Isa Sports City in Riffa.

The competition is to be held
under the patronage of Supreme
Council for Youth and Sports
first deputy chairman, Gener-
al Sports Authority president
and Bahrain Olympic Commit-
tee chief His Highness Shaikh
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

1t is being organised by the
Bahrain Volleyball Association
(BvA) in cooperation with the
Asian Volleyball Confederation
(AvC), and is scheduled to con-
tinue until May 21.

The champions will qualify
for the FIvB Volleyball Men’s
Club World Championship.

Bahrain volleyball giants Al
Ahli are flying the Kingdom’s
flag in the event. They are in
Pool A for the competition’s
preliminary round along with
Korean Air Jumbos Pro-Vol-
leyball Club from South Korea,
Canberra Heat from Australia
and Jakarta Bhayangkara Presisi
from Indonesia.

Pool B is set to feature Shah-
dab Yazd from Iran, South Gas
Sports Club from Irag, Taichung
Bank from Chinese-Taipei and
Kam Air vC from Afghanistan.
Pool C comprises Suntory Sun-
birds from Japan, Diamond
Food Fine Chef-Air Force

A
Al Ahli players during a practice
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Fans to watch 16 lead-
ing volleyball clubs
from across continent
in prestigious compe-
tition, with many top
international players
in the fray

from Thailand, Bayankhongor
Crownd Geo vC from Mongolia
and Khaypil Sports Club from
Yemen. Pool D features Atyrau
vC from Kazakhstan, Police
Sports Team from Qatar, Aspir-
ing Volleyball Team from Hong
Kong and Kuwait Sporting Club
from Kuwait.

Coached by Tunisian tacti-
cian Nezar Al Shakili, Ahli have
signed three international pro-
fessionals for the tournament,
namely Gabriel Jose da Silva
Candido from Brazil, Yosva-
ny Hernandez from Cuba and
Davide Saitta from Italy. They
arrived in Bahrain Tuesday

evening and have been wel-
comed to the Kingdom by Ahli
officials.

Ahli have stepped up their
preparations for the event with
daily training at the competition
venue.

Among Ahli’s top Bahraini
stars set to feature on the team
are Naser Anan, Mohammed
Anan, Abbas Al Khabbaz, Ali
Alsairafi, Sayed Mohammed
Alabbar and Mahmood Abdul-
hussain, along with Moham-
med Yaqoob and Hussain Sul-
tan, who have been signed from
Dar Kulaib for the tournament.

Ahli recently captured the sil-
ver medals in the 2023 Crown
Prince’s Cup Volleyball Tour-
nament along with the bronze
medals in the 2022/2023 Isa
bin Rashid Bahrain Volleyball
League.

This year’s event will be the
second time the Kingdom has
staged the competition. It pre-
viously held the 2007 edition,
which was won by Paykan Teh-
ran of Iran. A Bahrain club has
yet to step onto the podium in
the tournament.

Last year’s competition was
also won by Paykan, where they
defeated Japan’s Suntory Sun-
birds in the final.
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Draw set to be
held at Katara Opera
House starting at
2pm, Bahrain time

® Bahrain among
24 national teams
to be divided into
six groups of four

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s senior men’s na-
Btional football team will

today learn of their group
stage opponents for the next AFC
Asian Cup, which will be held in
January of next year in Doha.

The draw for the prestigious
Asian Football Confederation
(AFC) showcase takes place to-
day at the Qatari capital at 2pm,
Bahrain time.

Bahrain are in pot three for
the draw. As with the previous
editions of Asia’s crown jewel,
Qatar have been allocated the

SDOITS
Bahrain set for Asian Cup draw

Kingdom’s senior men’s national football team to learn of group stage opponents today for continental football showcase

Shaikh Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa at the AFC Executive Committee meeting
alongside FIFA president Gianni Infantino

champions Iran, two-time win-
ners South Korea, 2015 champi-
ons Australia, and Saudi Arabia,
who will be aiming to claim their
fourth continental crown.

Pot two will comprise 2007
champions Iraq, 2019 hosts the
UAE, Oman, 2011 semi-finalists
Uzbekistan, two-time runners
up China, and Jordan.

Meanwhile, joining Bahrain

first position in pot one to ensure
that the host nation commences
the tournament with the open-
ing match, scheduled for Janu-
ary 12, 2024.

Joining the hosts and defend-
ing champions in pot one are
the teams ranked from second
to sixth in Asia in the latest FIFA
World Ranking, namely four-
time winners Japan, three-time

SHAIKH SALMAN BIN EBRAHIM AL KHALIFA

in pot three are Syria, Pales-
tine, Vietnam, Kyrgyz Republic
and Lebanon. India, debutants
Tajikistan, Thailand, Malaysia,
Hong Kong and Indonesia will
complete the line-up in pot four.

The tournament’s 24 partic-
ipating national teams will be
divided into six groups of four
teams each, with the top two
and four best third-placed teams
advancing into the final 16 of the
competition before the Asian
champions are crowned on Feb-

The AFC Asian Cup trophy .

ruary 10.

Speaking ahead of today’s
draw, AFC president Shaikh
Salman bin Ebrahim Al Khal-
ifa of Bahrain underlined his
confidence yesterday in Qatar’s
ability to deliver a true g
celebration of .«
Asian foot- =
ball.

“As we all
witnessed |
just less ¢ 7
than six | \
months
ago at the
FIFA World
Cup, Qatar is
amongst the
best sporting
destinations, not
only in Asia, but
across the globe,
and we are confident
that we will experi- '/
ence a memorable
spectacle befitting | #'!"
the ever-growing i} !

stature of the AFC ,'F[ II i
| | .I|

Asian Cup,” Shaikh
Salman said as he /

Title-deciding fixtures scheduled by BFA

Manama to face Al
Ahli on Sunday, leaders
Al Khaldiya to take
on Bahrain Club on
Thursday next week

TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Football Associ-

ation announced yesterday
the dates for the remaining fix-
tures in the 2022/2023 Nasser
bin Hamad Bahrain Premier
Football League.

Three games are still to be
played, and they will decide this
season’s champions as well as
the play-off match-ups to avoid
relegation.

Al Khaldiya and Manama are
currently the two remaining

Standings on Thursday next week.
Khaldiya currently have a
. P WD L+ Pts one-point lead over Manama
Alkhaldiya 21 12 5 4 22 41 on the league standings and any-
Muharrag 22 10 10 2 22 40 thing short of a win for Manama
Manama 21 11 7 3 19 40  \yi]l gift the title to Khaldiya.
Riffa 2116 518 39 The third remaining fixture is
Sitra 2210 8 4 10 38 between East Riffa and Al Hala,
Al Ahli 207 9 51 30 who are both trying to avoid
AlShabab 227 6 9 -4 27 relegation, along with Bahrain
Hidd 27 6 99 27 Club.
EastRiffa 214 9 8 -6 21 East Riffa and Hala are pres-
Al Hala 215 6 10-10 21 ently tied on the table with 21
BahrainClub 21 4 6 11 -0 18 points apiece, with East Riffa
Budaiya* 221 2 19-53 -1  ninthand Hala1Oth, respective-

(*Budaiya deducted six points due to a de-
cision by the Bahrain Football Association)

teams who still have a shot at
clinching the title. Manama will
be playing Al Ahli in their final
game, scheduled for Sunday
night. Khaldiya, on the other

hand, will take on Bahrain Club

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Whichever team fin-
ishes ninth and 10th
will take to the pitch
in relegation play-offs
against the third and
fourth-ranked clubs
from Bahrain’s second
division

ly, on goal difference. Bahrain
Club are on 18 points in 11th
place.

Whichever team finishes
ninth and 10th will take to the second division.
pitch in relegation play-offs  Thellth-ranked side will join
against the third and fourth- bottom team Budaiya in the
ranked clubs from Bahrain’s lower-tier league next season.

Muharrag set for Ettihad semis clash

Game one of best-of-

three Golden Square series

between Muharraq and

Ettihad tips off tonight in Zain
Bahrain Basketball League

TDT | Manama

he Golden Square semi-finals of the
2022/2023 Zain Bahrain Basketball

League get underway tonight.

Game one of the exciting best-of-three
match-up between Muharraq and Al Et-
tihad is scheduled for a 7pm tip-off at the
Khalifa Sports City Arena in Isa Town.

Game two will then be played on Wednes-
day next week and game three, if needed,

will be held on Saturday.

The other Golden Square clash will be
between heated rivals Manama and Al Muharraq skipper Bader Abdulla Malabes...set for

Ahli. Manama are the league’s defending key role

! ‘ champions and will have to go through
~ their long-time nemesis in their hopes to
retain their crown.

Game one is scheduled for Thursday next
week, after which game two will be held on
May 25. Game three, if needed, will take
place May 28.

Meanwhile, Manama and Ahli are set
for another epic clash when they face off
tomorrow in game three of the Golden
Square semis in the Khalifa bin Salman
Cup.

The thrilling rubber-match will be held
at 7pm at the Khalifa Sports City Arena and
will determine the other finalists for the
prestigious tournament.

Manama won game one 90-88 but then
Ahli forced the decider after taking game
two 81-68.

Muharraq have already booked their
tickets to the final after sweeping past Sitra
in their Golden Square series.

The Khalifa bin Salman Cup final has yet
to be scheduled by the BBA.

chaired the first AFC Executive
Committee meeting for the term
2023-2027.

“For the first time in histo-
ry, Asia’s crown jewel will be
staged in FIFA World Cup sta-

~ diums, and we know that our

teams and play-
WL ers are eager to
g/ showcase their
talent in some
. of the world’s
finest sporting
arenas,” Shaikh
| Salman contin-
ued.
“The AFC has
reiterated our
ambitions to stage
world-class compe-
. titions for our teams,
players and match
officials, and we must
express our utmost grat-

gl _itude to the local organis-

m ing committee, the Qatar

By '.:-. Football Association and
! the Qatari Government
\:. for sharing our Vision

' and Mission for Asian

" football”

Argentina’s Etcheverry lines up

Tomas Martin Etcheverry in action (fil
AFP | Rome

ovak Djokovic’s will begin

his bid to retain the Italian
Open title against Tomas Etch-
everry after the Argentine beat
Luca van Assche in the first
round yesterday.

World number 61, Etchever-
ry beat Frenchman Van Assche
in straight sets, 7-6 (9/7), 6-3,
in Rome to reach the second
round, when the top seeds join
the fray.

Djokovic comes into the clay
court tournament he has won
six times recovering from an
elbow injury and set to lose
top spot in the world rankings
to young gun Carlos Alcaraz.

Spaniard Alcaraz just needs
to play a match in the Italian
capital to become world num-
ber one ahead of the French
Open which starts later this
month.

Djokovic won his re-
cord-equalling 22nd Grand
Slam at the Australian Open in
January but missed the Amer-
ican section of the hard-court
swing in March.

The 35-year-old has been
unconvincing since the start
of the European clay-court

Djokovic clash at Italian Open

e photo)

Djokovic comes
into the clay court
tournament he has
won six times recov-
ering from an elbow
injury and set to lose
top spot in the world
rankings to young
gun Carlos Alcaraz

season, being eliminated in
the last 16 at the Monte Carlo
Masters, in the quarter-finals
at Banja Luka and then pulling
out of Madrid.

Veteran Stan Wawrinka will
face 25th seed Grigor Dimitrov
in the last 64, the three-time
Grand Slam winner easing past
Ilya Ivashka 6-4, 6-2.

Later Andy Murray takes on
local hero Fabio Fognini af-
ter winning his first title since
2019 at the weekend.

Briton Murray, who has won
three Grand Slams, claimed
the honours at the Aix-en-
Provence Challenger tourna-
ment in France on Sunday.

The 35-year-old is now
ranked 42 in the world and is
gunning for a seeded spot at
Wimbledon in July.
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