
US braces for migration surge with 
thousands of forces at border
AFP | Washington

The United States yester-
day was readying its re-

sponse to an expected surge 
of migrants seeking to enter, 
with officials saying 24,000 law 
enforcement personnel have 
been deployed to the Mexican 
border.

President Joe Biden has ac-
knowledged that the border 
will be “chaotic for a while” 
with the expiration of Covid 
pandemic rules that had forbid-
den virtually all asylum claims 
there.

Tens of thousands of people 
are waiting at crossing points 
for the end of so-called Title 42 
overnight Thursday into Friday, 
despite the Biden administra-
tion vowing to enforce the bor-
der vigorously.

A senior administration offi-
cial said that 24,000 border po-
lice and 1,100 border processing 

personnel have been deployed, 
double the number a year ago.

The Pentagon has also been 
sending 1,500 extra troops to 
the border to reinforce 2,500 
already in place.

Thousands of people, largely 
from Central America and Haiti 
as well as Venezuela, have been 
seeking to enter the world’s 
wealthiest country as they flee 
poverty, violence and drought 
exacerbated by climate change.

The crossings have become 
a political flashpoint in the 
United States, with the rival 
Republican Party under Donald 
Trump championing stringent 
anti-immigration measures.

Trump as president used Ti-
tle 42, officially a public health 
measure, as a blunt tool to block 
migrants, but both the United 
States and World Health Or-
ganization say the emergency 
phase of the pandemic is over.
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Viktor Orbán last week 
said “Mr Trump, 

come back, make Amer-
ica great again”. Does he 
still ask that ? Europe’s 
far - right turn a blind 
eye to Trump’s abuse of 
women, now confirmed 
by jury in a civil trial. This 
man is totally unfit for 
elected office!

@guyverhofstadt

Glad to be back in Chi-
na after reopening. 

Had very constructive 
discussions with key 
economic policymakers 
on China’s economic 
rebound, domestic pol-
icy challenges and how 
we can strengthen our 
engagement and work 
together to foster global 
prosperity and develop-
ment.

@GitaGopinath

@POTUS and @FLO-
TUS will host Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi 
of the Republic of India 
for an Official State Vis-
it to the United States, 
which will include a state 
dinner, on June 22, 2023.

@PressSec

In a world of overlap-
ping and converging 

crises, the health emer-
gency preparedness and 
response architecture 
must be able to effective-
ly address emergencies 
of all kinds.

@DrTedros
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by columnists are personal and 
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News in brief 
 u There were once 
again two popes at the 
Vatican yesterday, 

at least briefly, when Pope Francis 
welcomed Pope Tawadros II, head of the 
Coptic Orthodox Church, to his weekly 
audience. Francis, the 86-year-old head of 

the global Catholic Church, embraced the Egyptian patriarch in St Peter’s Square 
before the pair took to the stage, where they both addressed the rain-soaked 
crowds. Tawadros is on a four-day visit to mark 50 years since the historic 
meeting between pope Paul VI and patriarch Shenouda III in May 1973.

 u Jewels belonging to 
an Austrian billionaire 
whose German husband 
made his fortune under the Nazis was set to 
go under the hammer later yesterday, despite 
demands by Jewish groups to call the sale off. 
The Christie’s auction house plans to sell the entire 
collection of 700 jewels, estimated to be worth 
more than $150 million, by the end of the year. A 
portion has been available online since last week, 
while nearly 100 pieces will be sold in person in Geneva yesterday and another 
150 on Friday. The jewellery, including pieces from 20th-century designers such 
as Cartier, Bulgari and Van Cleef & Arpels, belonged to Heidi Horten who died last 
year aged 81, with a fortune of $2.9 billion, according to Forbes. 

 u Cooler 
temperatures 
and light 

rain brought relief that allowed some wildfire 
evacuees to return home in Canada’s Alberta 
province, but several blazes were still out 
of control and a coming sharp rise in the 
mercury could set back efforts to tame the 
fires. Authorities have lifted evacuation orders for 

a handful of communities after beating back flames, but suffocating smoke still 
fills the air -- carried by winds across the continent as far as the Arctic and the 
US Atlantic coast. The number of wildfires that forced 30,000 people to flee in 
the past four days has fallen from a peak of 110 to 81, with 24 still listed as out of 
control. But officials warned that a return to hot and dry conditions was expected 
by Friday and would persist through the weekend.

Two popes in the Vatican as 
Francis greets Coptic leader

Canada wildfires slow allowing evacuees 
to return, but hot, dry weather coming

Jewellery with Nazi links up for 
auction despite criticism

Pakistan ex-PM Khan remanded in 
custody after arrest prompts riots
Court rules Imran Khan can be held for questioning for eight days

• Army called in to 
maintain law and order

AFP | Islamabad

Former Pakistan prime min-
ister Imran Khan was re-
manded in custody for eight 

days yesterday by an anti-graft 
court as violent nationwide pro-
tests over his arrest erupted for a 
second day.

Khan was arrested on Tuesday 
during a routine hearing in the 
capital Islamabad and whisked 
away to an unknown location 
overnight before appearing be-
hind closed doors in a specially 
convened court at police head-
quarters.

The drama follows months 
of political crisis during which 
Khan, who was ousted in April 
last year, has waged an unprec-
edented campaign against the 
country’s powerful military.

“If they think that the arrest 
of Imran Khan will demoralise 
us, then they are hugely mistak-
en,” said Niaz Ali in Peshawar, 

where several monuments and 
government buildings have been 
torched.

“We stand with Imran Khan 
and will support him till death.”

Ali Bukhari, a lawyer for Khan, 
told AFP by phone that the court 
had approved eight days of phys-
ical remand of Khan demanded 
by the country’s top graft agency.

Afzal Marwat, another of 
Khan’s lawyers, earlier said Khan 

was in “good spirits” but had com-
plained of being hit on the back of 
the head and leg by paramilitary 
forces who arrested him.

The former cricketing super-
star, who remains wildly popular, 
has previously said the dozens 
of cases brought against him are 
part of an effort by the struggling 
government and military estab-
lishment to prevent him from 
returning to power.

His arrest has brought thou-
sands of his supporters to the 
streets in cities across the coun-
try, where police have attempted 
to quell crowds with tear gas.

At least six people have died in 
protest-related incidents, police 
and hospitals reported, including 
one person who died from smoke 
inhalation after a multi-storey 

building was set on fire in Lahore.

Confrontation with military 
Khan’s arrest came hours af-

ter the military rebuked him for 
alleging that a senior officer had 
been involved in a plot to kill him.

Pakistan politicians have fre-
quently been arrested and jailed 
since the country’s founding in 
1947, but few have so directly 
challenged a military that has 
staged at least three coups and 
ruled for more than three dec-
ades.

Criticism of the military es-
tablishment is rare in Pakistan, 
where army chiefs hold signif-
icant influence over domestic 
politics and foreign policy, and 
have long been accused of inter-
fering in the rise and fall of gov-
ernments.

“The senior army leadership is 
uninterested in repairing the rift 
between itself and Khan,” said 
Michael Kugelman, director of 
the South Asia Institute at the 
Wilson Center.

“So with this arrest it’s likely 
sending a message that the gloves 
are very much off.”

Internet cut, exams cancelled 
The interior ministry had or-

dered mobile internet services 
cut and restricted access to so-
cial media sites Twitter, Face-
book and YouTube, the coun-
try’s communications agency  
said.

Authorities have ordered 
schools closed across the nation 
–- with end of year exams can-
celled for students.

Hundreds of police officers 
have been injured across the 
country, while in Pakistan’s most 
populous province of Punjab 
nearly 1,000 people have been 
arrested and the army ordered to 
deploy to keep peace.

“At a time when we are already 
struggling to feed our children, 
further uncertainty has been cre-
ated,” Farooq Bhatti, a van driver, 
said in Rawalpindi.

Some protesters took out their 
wrath on the military, torching 
the residence of the corps com-
mander in Lahore and gathering 
outside the entrance to the army’s 
general headquarters in the garri-
son city of Rawalpindi and pelting 
it with stones.

Australia told to shoot 
kangaroos before they starve

AFP | Sydney

Australia’s kangaroos could 
die in “catastrophic” num-

bers if a population boom is 
left unchecked, ecologists have 
warned, while backing the in-
dustrial-scale culling of the 
marsupials.

To outsiders, the kangaroo is 
an instantly-recognisable sym-
bol of the Australian wilder-
ness, but within the country 
the native animal poses a ma-
jor environmental headache.

Kangaroos have a “boom 
and bust” population cycle -- 
when fodder is plentiful on 
the back of a good wet season 
their numbers can balloon by 
tens of millions.

Hopping mobs of kangaroos 
can rapidly strip paddocks 
bare, but ecologist Katherine 
Moseby warned they would 
starve to death in droves when 
food ran out.

“The last drought we esti-
mated that 80 or 90 percent 
of the kangaroos in some areas 
died,” she told AFP.

“They are starving to death 
-- going into public toilets and 
eating toilet paper, or lying on 
the road starving while their 

joeys are trying to feed,” she 
added, referring to events from 
the last population boom.

Moseby said the kindest way 
to save kangaroos from this 
fate was to shoot them, and 
harvest the meat, as a way of 
keeping numbers in check.

“It keeps the numbers down 
so that when we do get drought 
we don’t get these welfare is-
sues,” she said.

“If we saw them as a re-
source and managed them like 
that, we wouldn’t get the cat-
astrophic deaths that we see.”

Shock, grief after Tunisian 
policeman kills 5 outside synagogue

AFP | Tunis

Tunisia’s small Jewish commu-
nity was in shock and mourn-

ing yesterday after a bloody shoot-
ing rampage in which a police 
officer killed five people outside 
Africa’s oldest synagogue.

The shooting Tuesday sparked 
mass panic during an annual Jew-
ish pilgrimage at the historic Gh-
riba synagogue on the resort is-
land of Djerba, which was quickly 
locked down by security forces.

“I never believed that I would 
experience such terror,” recount-
ed one survivor, Raoudha Seibi.

The attack was “a real night-
mare”, said a tearful Seibi, a mem-
ber of the Tunisian Association for 
the Support of Minorities. “I am 
still in shock.”

Authorities were investigating 
the motive of the killer, who was 
shot dead after killing three po-
lice officers and two visitors, a 
French-Tunisian and an Israe-
li-Tunisian man.

French President Emmanuel 

Macron vowed to keep up the fight 
“against anti-Semitic hatred”, and 
Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen 
said the bloodshed proves “evil 
and hatred are still there”.

The Ghriba pilgrimage was pre-
viously targeted in a 2002 sui-
cide truck bombing that killed 21 
people.

The gunman, wearing his police 
uniform and a bulletproof vest, 
started the attack by killing a fel-
low officer and taking his gun and 
ammunition at the island’s port, 
said officials.

Trump found liable for sexually abusing writer
AFP | Washington

A New York jury found Don-
ald Trump liable for sex-

ually abusing and defaming an 
American former magazine col-
umnist and ordered the ex-pres-
ident to pay her $5 million in 
damages.

The nine jurors rejected E. 
Jean Carroll’s accusation of rape 
but unanimously upheld her 
other complaints in the closely 
watched civil trial, following 
less than three hours of delib-
erations.

It marks the first time Trump 
has faced legal consequences 
over a string of sexual assault 
allegations dating back decades 
-- and the former leader imme-
diately rejected the verdict as a 
“disgrace.”

Carroll, 79, sued Trump last 
year, alleging that he raped her 
in the changing room of the lux-

ury Bergdorf Goodman store 
on Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue 
in 1996.

The former columnist for 
Elle magazine also claimed that 
Trump defamed her when he 
called her “a complete con job” 
after she went public with the 
allegation in 2019.

Trump, the 76-year-old front-
runner for the Republican nom-
ination in next year’s presiden-
tial election, called her case a 
“hoax” and “a lie.”

The jury determined that Car-

roll had proved sexual abuse 
-- effectively sexual contact 
without consent -- by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence and 
awarded her $2 million.

The six men and three wom-
en on the jury also said Trump 
should pay Carroll nearly $3 
million for defamation.

Following the verdict, Car-
roll left the Manhattan federal 
court smiling but did not speak 
to reporters.

“We’re very happy,” said her 
lawyer, Roberta Kaplan.

Trump slammed the outcome 
on his social media platform 
Truth Social.

“I have absolutely no idea 
who this woman is,” he wrote, 
using all capital letters. “This 
verdict is a disgrace -- a continu-
ation of the greatest witch hunt 
of all time.”

Donald Trump

Kangaroos in Merimbula in Australia’s New South Wales state (file photo)

Migrants wait in line to turn themselves in for processing to US Customs and 
Border Protection agents in El Paso, Texas

Police (foreground) use tear gas to disperse Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf party activists 
and supporters of Imran Khan during a protest

15 children drown, 25 missing in Nigeria boat accident
AFP | Kano

Fifteen children drowned 
and 25 others were miss-

ing when their overloaded boat 
capsized in a river in northwest 
Nigeria, a local official said yes-
terday.

The children were on their 
way from Dundeji village in 
Sokoto State to collect firewood 
in the bush on Tuesday on the 
other side of Shagari river when 
their boat sank, Aliyu Abubakar, 
local administrator of Shagari 
district, said.

“We woke up to a tragedy 
yesterday morning, where a 
boat carrying children capsized 
mid-river,” Abubakar told AFP.

“Fifteen bodies, 13 girls and 
two boys, were recovered by 
local rescue teams and buried 
in the village,” said the official, 
who supervised the rescue op-
eration.

River accidents are frequent 

in Nigeria, often caused by 
overloading, poor maintenance, 
heavy flooding in rainy season 
and disregard of safety regu-
lations.

Divers were working in the 
Shagari river late on Tuesday 
searching for more of the chil-
dren.

In April last year, 29 children 
from nearby Gidan Magana vil-
lage in Sokoto drowned in the 
same river when their vessel 
capsized while they were also 

on their way to fetch firewood 
for their families.

During massive flooding in 
rainy season in December, at 
least 76 people drowned when 
their boat went down in a swol-
len river in southeast Anambra 
State.

Biden to host India’s Modi for state visit in June
AFP | Washington

US President Joe Biden will 
host India Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi for a state visit 
on June 22 that will affirm the 
two countries’ “deep and close 
partnership,” the White House 
announced yesterday.

The visit, the highest level 
of diplomatic reception at the 
White House, will boost Wash-
ington and New Delhi’s “shared 
commitment to a free, open, 
prosperous, and secure In-
do-Pacific,” the statement said.

The invitation comes as both 
India and the United States 
seek to shore up support against 
China’s growing assertiveness.

It will be the first state visit 
by Modi to the United States. 
He visited Biden at the White 
House in 2021, but as part of the 
Quad summit bringing together 
the United States, Australia, 
Japan and India.

This time India is understood 
to have pushed for the pomp of 
a full state visit. The trip will 
include a state dinner.

The visit will also strength-

en the two countries’ “shared 
resolve to elevate our strategic 
technology partnership, includ-
ing in defense, clean energy, 
and space,” the White House 
statement continued.

“The leaders will discuss 
ways to further expand our ed-
ucational exchanges and peo-
ple-to-people ties, as well as 
our work together to confront 
common challenges from cli-
mate change, to workforce de-
velopment and health security,” 
it said.

Rescuers search for victims at the 
site of a capsized boat (image for 
representation)

US President Joe Biden (R) greets India’s PM Narendra Modi as they arrive to 
attend an event as part of G7 Summit in Germany (file photo)

police secure an area near the Ghriba synagogue following a shootout

River accidents are 
frequent in Nigeria, 

often caused by over-
loading, poor mainte-
nance, heavy flooding 

in rainy season and 
disregard of safety 

regulations
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I have absolutely 
no idea who this 
woman is. This 

verdict is a disgrace 
-- a continuation of the 
greatest witch hunt of 

all time
DONALD TRUMP

The synagogue was 
previously targeted in a 
suicide truck bombing 

that killed 21 in 2002
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Washington has 
long sought to boost 

India as a coun-
terinfluence to an 

increasingly assertive 
China in Asia -- and 
New Delhi, worried 

about Beijing’s build-
up on the other side 

of its border, has also 
sought to build ties

The six men and three 
women on the jury also 
said Trump should pay 
Carroll nearly $3 mil-
lion for defamation
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Pakistan politicians 
have frequently been 

arrested and jailed since 
the country’s founding 
in 1947, but few have 

so directly challenged a 
military that has staged 
at least three coups and 

ruled for more than 
three decades
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330 1189 1751 1995
Newly built city of 
Constantinople (Byzantium) 
dedicated, becomes the capital 
of the Eastern Roman Empire

Holy Roman Emperor Freder-
ick I Barbarossa and 100,000 
crusaders depart Regens-
burg for the Third Crusade

Pennsylvania Hospital 
founded by Dr. Thomas 
Bond and Benjamin 
Franklin, in Philadelphia

More than 170 countries agree to extend 
the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty 
indefinitely and without conditions to 
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons

Kangaroos have a 
“boom and bust” pop-
ulation cycle -- when 
fodder is plentiful on 

the back of a good 
wet season their 

numbers can balloon 
by tens of millions
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US woman who wrote book on grief charged with killing husband
AFP | Washington

A US woman who wrote a 
book on dealing with grief 

after the death of her husband 
has been charged with his mur-
der.

Kouri Richins penned “Are 
You With Me?” in the months 
after Eric Richins was found 
dead in their bedroom in Utah 
in March 2022.

Richins told police she had 
mixed her husband a drink and 
taken it to him in bed. When 
she came back later she found 
he was “cold to the touch,” Fox 

13 reported Monday.
An autopsy revealed he had 

died from an overdose of fen-
tanyl, with five times the lethal 
dosage in his body.

Investigators found Kouri 

Richins had asked an acquaint-
ance to get her strong prescrip-
tion pain medication, specifical-
ly “some of the Michael Jackson 
stuff.”

Richins received up to 30 fen-
tanyl pills.

A few days later, Eric Richins 
“told a friend that he thought 
his wife was trying to poison 
him,” investigators’ documents 
said, according to Fox 13.

Kouri Richins obtained an-
other batch of fentanyl shortly 
before her husband died.

Richins’ book, which was 
published almost exactly a year 

after her husband died, is de-
scribed by its blurb as “heart-
warming and reassuring.”

“Written by a loving moth-
er who personally faced this 
challenge, this book is designed 
to offer comfort and solace to 
young minds.

“’Are You With Me’ follows 
the story of a child who has lost 
their father, but who is remind-
ed that his presence still exists 
all around them, just like an an-
gel watching over them.”

The couple, who had been 
married for nine years, had 
three children, all boys.

Kouri Richins


