
YOU MAY SAY I’M A DREAMER, BUT 
I’M NOT THE ONLY ONE. I HOPE 
SOMEDAY YOU’LL JOIN US. AND 
THE WORLD WILL LIVE AS ONE.
JOHN LENNON
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Start of the Mesoamerican Long 
Count calendar, used by several 
pre-Columbian Mesoamerican civi-
lizations, notably the Mayans

 Allies refuse Japan’s offer to sur-
render on the condition that Em-
peror Hirohito retains his status

Formal peace treaty ends over 7 yrs of 
fighting in Indochina between the French 
and the Communist Viet Minh

Al-Qaeda formed at a meeting 
between Osama Bin Laden, 

Ayman al-Zawahiri and Dr Fadl in 
Peshawar, Pakistan
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I welcome the swearing 
in of Dr. Muhammad 

Yunus to lead the interim 
government in Bangla-
desh. The United States 
supports his call for calm 
and peace and remains 
committed to working 
with Bangladesh as it 
charts a democratic and 
prosperous future the 
people in Bangladesh.

@SecBlinken

Our prayers are with 
those affected by the 

landslide in Wayanad. 
The Centre assures every 
possible support to aid in 
relief efforts.

@narendramodi

We have many obli-
gations as a nation, 

but we only have one tru-
ly sacred obligation: to 
equip those we send into 
harm’s way and care for 
them and their families 
when they come home. 
Two years ago today, we 
met that sacred obligation 
when I signed the PACT 
Act into law.

@POTUS

I must call out the flood 
of fossil fuel expansion 

we are seeing in some 
of the world’s wealthi-
est countries. In signing 
such a surge of new oil 
and gas licenses, they are 
signing away our future. 
Countries must phase-
out fossil fuels – fast and 
fairly.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The Philippine military 
on Saturday accused China’s air 
force of “dangerous and provocative 
actions” against one of its planes 
patrolling over a disputed South China 
Sea reef. Two China air force aircraft 
“executed a dangerous manoeuvre at 
around 9:00am and dropped flares 
in the path of our NC-212i,” armed 
forces chief General Romeo Brawner said in 
a statement, recounting the alleged incident 
Thursday “over” Scarborough Shoal. He said 
the Chinese action “endangered the lives of 
our personnel undertaking maritime security 
operations,” adding that the pilot and crew 
were unharmed and “safely returned” to a northern Philippines air base. China 
defended its operations on Saturday, saying it had “organised naval and air forces 
to lawfully... (drive) away” the Philippine plane, following “repeated warnings”, 
according to a statement by the Southern Theater Command of the People’s 
Liberation Army.

u North Korea is launching more balloons believed to be carrying trash 
southward, South Korea’s military said Saturday, the 
latest in a series of border barrages that have ignited 
a tit-for-tat propaganda war. North Korea has sent 
thousands of trash-filled balloons southward since May, 
saying they are retaliation for propaganda balloons 
launched by South Korean activists. The latest launch 
comes as relations between the two Koreas are at one 

of their lowest points in years, with the North recently 
announcing the deployment of 250 ballistic missile 
launchers to its southern border. The nuclear-armed 
North was “again launching (suspected) trash balloons 
aimed at the South,” Seoul’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said in 
a statement late Saturday.

u A slew of pilot errors caused the fatal 
crash of a US military Osprey aircraft in Australia last 
August, the Pentagon said Friday in an investigation 
that also slammed a lax attitude towards safety. 
Three US Marines died in the August 27 crash after 
the crew lost control of their MV-22B Osprey during 
war games near a remote tropical island off Australia. 
The deadly accident was one of several involving 
Ospreys in the past few years, prompting renewed 
scrutiny of the tilt-rotor aircraft, a mix between a 
helicopter and a plane. “Ultimately, based on the 
evidence available, the primary cause for this mishap 
was pilot error and complacency,” the report said. But the probe also found 
“several concerning maintenance practices” by the squad, including falsified 
paperwork about the aircraft’s weight and load, and incomplete turnaround 
inspections prior to flight.

N. Korea 
launches more 
suspected trash 
balloons: Seoul 

military

Pilot error, lax 
safety blamed in 
US Osprey crash off 

Australia

Philippines 
says China air force 
harassed its plane 

over disputed reef

C A P T A I N ’ S  C O R N E R

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Feeling the 
school bus 
pinch

My only 
question is: is 
there enough 
time for bus 
owners and 

schools to 
comply with 

all these rules? 
The school 
year 2024 

will start 
in just over 
three weeks 

and there are 
hundreds of 

buses to equip 
and modify 

to make them 
safer. 

The comprehensive list of new safety rules 
issued by the Ministry of Transportation 
for school buses and vans is an indication 

that the authorities have been thinking in detail 
about this very important traffic safety aspect. 
My only question is: is there enough time for 
bus owners and schools to comply with all these 
rules? The school year 2024 will start in just over 
three weeks and there are hundreds of buses to 
equip and modify to make them safer. 

These changes cost money – even a simple one 
like fitting the interior and the rear with cameras 
and fitting the bus with signage is an expensive 
job if there is a fleet of buses for a school. Un-
doubtedly, the transportation companies and 
school management will pass on at least some 
of the cost to the parents – this transportation 
fee hike will come at a time when the school 
supplies for the new school term are already 
straining the household budgets.

Still, no parent wants to be accused of putting 
a price limit 
on their chil-
dren’s safety 
so either they 
will pay or re-
sort to drop-
ping off and 
picking  up 
the children 
themselves. 
T h a t  w i l l 
mean traffic 
snarls on the 
ro a d s  n e a r 
the schools 
every day. 

I  t h i n k , 
a long with 
the sensible 
a n d  exc e l -
lent rules for 
school  bus 
s a f e t y,  t h e 
Ministry of 
E d u c a t i o n 
should con-
sider split-
shift school-
ing – early 
morning to 
mid-morning 
for senior stu-
dents and late 
a f t e r n o o n 
t o  e ve n i n g 
for primary 
school chil-
d r e n .  P r e -
school  and 
kindergarten 
age children 
can attend a 
fewer-hours 
school day in 
the morning, starting shortly after the seniors. 
In any case their premises are usually separate. 
This kind of staggered approach will take many 
vehicles off the roads during school hours and 
make driving safer for everybody.

Of course, this means working parents will 
have to come up with a plan to ensure they have 
someone responsible to take care of their kids 
who are at home – but who said we can treat our 
schools as a babysitting service? The only other 
alternative is for the government to subsidise 
school transportation so that parents don’t feel 
the pinch.

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief 
of The Daily Tribune and the President of the Arab-
African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)

Modi, Vietnam counterpart Pham Minh Chinh hold 
talks, Comprehensive Strategic Partnership on agenda
ANI | New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and his Vietnamese 

counterpart Pham Minh Chinh 
held a meeting at Hyderabad 
House in Delhi on Thursday. 
The two leaders will hold dis-
cussions to further energise the 
India-Vietnam ties, including 
the Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership.

In a post on X, Ministry of 
External Affairs spokesperson 
Randhir Jaiswal stated, “Taking 
India-Vietnam partnership to 
new heights! PM @narendra-
modi extended a warm welcome 
to PM Pham Minh Chinh of Vi-
etnam at Hyderabad House. 
Substantive discussions to fur-
ther energise the India-Vietnam 
Comprehensive Strategic Part-
nership on the agenda.”

Earlier, Pham Minh Chinh 
paid tribute to Mahatma Gandhi 
at Rajghat. He paid his tribute 
by laying floral wreaths at the 
memorial site where Mahatma 
Gandhi was laid to rest.

In a post on X, Ministry of 
External Affairs (MEA) spokes-
person Randhir Jaiswal stated, 

“Remembering Bapu and his 
timeless ideals! PM Pham Minh 
Chinh of Vietnam paid tributes 
to Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat.”

Pham Minh Chinh, who is 
on a three-day State visit to In-
dia, was accorded a ceremonial 
reception at the forecourt of 
Rashtrapati Bhavan. PM Modi 
received his Vietnam counter-
part at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The two leaders shared a 
warm hug as they greeted each 
other. He then inspected a 

Guard of Honour by the com-
bined defence services.

External Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar, Union Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs Kiren 
Rijiju, Union Minister of State 
for Health and Family Welfare 
Anupriya Patel, and Union Min-
ister of Ports, Shipping and Wa-
terways Sarbananda Sonowal 
were present on the occasion. 
PM Modi and Pham Minh Chinh 
met delegates and ministers 
from each other’s countries.

On Wednesday, External 
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar 
called on Vietnam Prime Min-
ister Pham Minh Chinh, who 
arrived in India, on Tuesday. 
During the meeting, the Viet-
namese PM expressed gratitude 
and thanked India for the warm 
reception.

The Union Minister of State 
for External Affairs, Pabitra 
Margherita, welcomed the Vi-
etnamese PM at the airport on 
Tuesday. In a post on X, Minis-
try of External Affairs spokes-
person, Randhir Jaiswal said the 
visit of the Vietnamese PM will 
further strengthen the compre-
hensive strategic partnership 
between the two nations.In an 
earlier press release, the Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA) 
stated, “India and Vietnam have 
age-old historical and civiliza-
tional ties, which were elevated 
to a Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership during the visit of 
Prime Minister to Vietnam in 
September 2016. India consid-
ers Vietnam as a key pillar of its 
Act East Policy and an impor-
tant partner in its Indo-Pacific 
vision.” (ANI)

Vietnam PM Pham Minh Chinh with PM Narendra Modi

India PM vows support after 
deadly landslide last month

AFP | Mumbai, India

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
yesterday visited the site of landslides 

that killed more than 200 people last 
month, vowing to extend “every possible 
support” to those who lost homes and 
loved ones.

Torrential monsoon rains battered 
the southern coastal state of Kerala and 
triggered landslides on July 30, bury-
ing homes and people in Wayanad dis-
trict under tonnes of rock and soil.

Many of the landslide victims were 
workers and their families, who were 
asleep in brick-walled row houses when 
they were inundated by a powerful wave 
of brown sludge.

Modi also visited camps where those 
who fled the landslides are recovering 
as well as hospitals.

“Our prayers are with those affected”, 
Modi said.

“I want to assure the families of the 
deceased that they are not alone,” he 
added, saying funds for relief or rehabil-
itation work would be provided.

Israel strike on school kills 93
AFP | Palestinian Territories

Rescuers in Gaza said an Is-
raeli air strike on a religious 
school housing displaced 

Palestinians killed 93 people yes-
terday, sparking international con-
demnation despite Israel’s insist-
ence that it was targeting Hamas.

AFP could not independently 
verify the toll which, if confirmed, 
would be one of the largest from 
a single strike during 10 months 
of war between Israel and Pales-
tinians since Hamas’s October 7  
attack.

The bombardment of Al-Tabieen 
school and mosque drew criticism 
from across the Middle East and 
beyond alongside calls for a cease-
fire, after international mediators 
invited the warring sides to resume 
talks towards a long-sought truce 
and hostage-release deal.

Civil defence rescuers in the Ha-
mas-ruled territory said three Israe-
li missiles hit the complex in Gaza 
City while people were performing 
dawn prayers.

“They dropped a missile on them 
while they were just praying,” said 
one woman, mourning over a dead 
child shrouded in a plastic body bag.

Israel’s military said it had “pre-

cisely struck” Al-Tabieen, which 
spokesman Nadav Shoshani added 
on social media platform X housed 
a “military facility” with “approxi-

mately 20 Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
m*****nts” including commanders.

Hamas denounced the “danger-
ous escalation”, while the Palestin-

ian group’s Lebanese ally Hezbollah 
called it a “horrific massacre”.

Iran, which backs both groups 
and had accused Israel of wanting 

to spread war in the Middle East 
following high-profile killings in 
Tehran and Beirut, condemned the 
“barbaric attack”.

“Those who were inside the 
mosque were all killed,” said local 
resident Abu Wassim. “Even the 
floor above, where women and chil-

dren were sleeping, was completely 
burned.”

C i v i l  d e f e n c e  s p o k e s m a n 
Mahmud Bassal told AFP that “bod-
ies were torn apart. It reminds us 
of the first days of the war in the 
Gaza Strip.”

With nearly all of Gaza’s 2.4 mil-
lion people displaced at least once 
during the war, many have sought 
refuge in school buildings, which 
have been hit at least 14 times since 
July 6, according to an AFP tally.

Israel has made similar accu-
sations of armed activities after 
strikes on school shelters, while 
Hamas has denied using civilian 
facilities for military aims.

Modi receiving a briefing at the landslide-affected area

Japanese urged to avoid panic-buying as megaquake fears spread
AFP | Tokyo, Japan

Authorities in Japan urged peo-
ple to avoid hoarding as anx-

iety over a possible megaquake 
triggered a spike yesterday in de-
mand for disaster kits and daily 
necessities.

In its first such advisory, the 
weather agency said a huge earth-
quake was more likely in the after-
math of a magnitude 7.1 jolt in the 
south on Thursday which left 14 

people injured.
At a Tokyo supermarket on 

Saturday, a sign was put up apol-
ogising to customers for short-
ages of certain products it at-
tributed to “quake-related media  
reports”.

“Potential sales restrictions are 
on the way”, the sign said, adding 
bottled water was already being 
rationed due to “unstable” procure-
ment.

On Saturday morning the web-
site of Japanese e-commerce gi-
ant Rakuten showed portable toi-
lets, preserved food and bottled 
water topping the list of the most 
sought-after items.

In Tokyo, some residents were 
ramping up their disaster prepar-

edness. Bar employee Kokoro Take-
uchi said she had ordered bottled 
water online following Thursday’s  
tremor.

“I’m very worried,” the 27-year-
old told AFP.

“The bar I work at is under-
ground so if a quake happens all 
of a sudden, there’s a good chance 
we might not be able to escape. 
So I’ve been trying to figure 
out how best to evacuate,” she  
said.

A staff member works as bottles of water 
(R bottom) with a sign written “bottled 
water is being rationed, with a cap of one 
case (six bottles) per each customer” (C) in 
a supermarket in Sumida district of Toky

Workers begin recovering bodies 
from Brazil plane crash

Vinhedo, Brazil

Emergency crews on Sat-
urday began removing 

the victims of a plane crash 
in Brazil’s Sao Paulo state that 
killed all 62 people aboard, as 
authorities sifted through the 
wreckage to try to determine 
what caused the plane’s dra-
matic plunge.

Videos showed the ATR 
72-500 plane in a sickening 
downward spin Friday before 
it crashed into a residential 
area of the town of Vinhedo, 
some 80 kilometers (50 miles) 
northwest of Sao Paulo city.

The Voepass airlines said 
Saturday that verification of 
the passenger list showed 
there were 62 people on board, 
not 61 as reported earlier. All 
62 were Brazilian; there were 
no survivors.

While some houses at the 
crash site were damaged, no 

injuries or deaths were report-
ed among their residents.

The crash transformed the 
plane’s fuselage into a mass of 
twisted iron. As of Saturday 
morning, 16 bodies had been 
removed, firefighters said.

In all, some 200 people were 
working on the recovery effort. 
The dead are being transport-
ed to the Sao Paulo morgue.

The normally peaceful, 
wooded enclave where the 
plane came down was swarm-
ing Saturday with police cars, 
ambulances and firetrucks.

A steady overnight rain com-
plicated recovery work, which 
could “take days,” according 
to Captain Maycon Cristo, a 
spokesman for local firefight-
ers.The twin-engine turbo-
prop, built by French-Italian 
aviation firm ATR, was on a 
flight from Cascavel in south-
ern Parana state to Sao Pau-
lo’s Guarulhos international 
airport.

A young girl cries inside a school used as a temporary shelter for displaced Palestinians in Gaza City, following an Israeli strike that 
killed more than 90 people.

US ‘deeply concerned’ 
Washington, United States

The White House said yes-
terday it was “deeply con-

cerned” about civilian casualties 
after an Israeli airstrike on a Gaza 
school housing displaced Pales-
tinians that rescuers said killed 
more than 90 people.

“We are deeply concerned 
about reports of civilian casu-
alties in Gaza” following the 
strike, National Security Council 
spokesman Sean Savett said in a 
statement, adding that the US was 
“asking for further details.”

He said the strike, which has 
sparked international condem-
nation, “underscores the urgency 
of a ceasefire and hostage deal, 
which we continue to work tire-
lessly to achieve.”

Israel’s retaliatory military campaign in 
Gaza has killed at least 39,790 people, 

according to Gaza’s health ministry, 
which does not give details of civilian 

and militant deaths.

KNOW

BETTER

Russia evacuates 
tens of thousands 
amid Ukraine 
incursion

Moscow, Russia

Struggling to put down 
a major Ukrainian in-

cursion for a fifth day, Rus-
sia on Saturday said it had 
evacuated tens of thousands 
of people from its border 
region, launched a “coun-
ter-terror operation” and 
warned that the fighting 
was endangering a nuclear 
power plant.

Ukrainian units stormed 
into Russia’s western Kursk 
region on Tuesday morn-
ing in a shock attack, the 
largest and most successful 
cross-border offensive by 
Kyiv of the two-and-a-half 
year conflict.

Its troops have advanced 
several kilometres and Rus-
sia’s army has rushed in re-
serves and extra equipment 
-- though neither side has 
given precise details on the 
forces they have committed.

Sinaloa cartel 
leader flew ‘against 
his will’ to US: 
ambassador
Mexico City, Mexico

The US ambassador to 
Mexico on Friday re-

vealed new information 
about the arrest of Sinaloa 
cartel co-founder Ismael 
“El Mayo” Zambada, details 
of which remain murky two 
weeks later.

Zambada, 76, was arrest-
ed in the United States af-
ter flying there on July 25 
along with Joaquin Guzman 
Lopez, the son of former 
Sinaloa leader Joaquin “El 
Chapo” Guzman.

Z a m b a d a  wa s  t a ke n 
“against his will” while 
Guzman “voluntarily sur-
rendered,” Ambassador Ken 
Salazar said at a news con-
ference, two weeks after the 
Sinaloa cartel leaders land-
ed in a private plane just 
outside the Texas border 
city of El Paso.

“I want you to understand 
very clearly, there were no 
resources from the United 
States in this operation,” 
Salazar continued.

“It was not a United 
States plane, it was not a 
United States pilot, it was 
not our agents or our people 
in Mexico,” who transport-
ed the drug traffickers, the 
ambassador said.

Salazar emphasized that 
actions taken by the United 
States and Mexico against 
organized crime are carried 
out “with respect for the 
sovereignty” of both na-
tions.

Representative picture

Aerial view of the wreckage of the crashed airplane


