
IF YOU SET YOUR GOALS 
RIDICULOUSLY HIGH AND IT’S A 
FAILURE, YOU WILL FAIL ABOVE 
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German mathematician Gottfried Wil-
helm Leibniz demonstrates integral cal-
culus for the first time to find the area 
under the graph of y = f(x) function

WWI armistice signed by the Allies and 
Germany comes into effect and World War 
I hostilities end at 11am, “the eleventh hour 
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month”

The Church of 
England approves 
the ordination of 
female priests

Yasser Arafat’s death through unidentified 
causes confirmed by Palestine Liberation 

Organization, Mahmoud Abbas elected 
PLO chairman minutes later.
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Glad to receive @
SecBlinken and @

SecDef. The “2+2” For-
mat is a key enabler for 
further strengthening 
the India-US Compre-
hensive Global Strategic 
Partnership. Our shared 
belief in democracy, plu-
ralism and the rule of law 
underpins our mutually 
beneficial cooperation 
in diverse sectors. The 
India-US partnership is 
truly a force for global 
good.

@narendramodi

We have to protect 
Ukraine. And we 

will—I have no doubt 
about it. Believing in 
Ukraine means knowing 
that Ukraine and Ukrain-
ians can preserve their 
independence, will pre-
serve it, and will regain 
what is theirs. 

@ZelenskyyUa

For weeks, I’ve been 
speaking with Israel’s 

leaders about the impor-
tance of humanitarian 
pauses in the fighting to 
get civilians to safety, sup-
port the freeing of hos-
tages, and increase the 
flow of food, water, and 
medicine into Gaza.

@POTUS

In New Delhi with @
SecDef Austin for 

#USIndia 2+2 consulta-
tions. So much of what 
we do to advance Amer-
ica’s national security 
hinges on our defense 
and diplomacy working 
hand-in-hand. A strong 
partnership with India 
is a vital part of that dis-
cussion.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u US President Joe Biden 
and Chinese President Xi Jinping 
will meet on November 15 in the San 
Francisco area to try to “stabilize” 
relations after recent tensions 
between the two superpowers, US 
officials said. The meeting, which 
had not previously been confirmed, 
is not expected to produce major 
outcomes but is aimed at avoiding conflict 
between China and the United States, said 
senior administration officials. Biden and 
Xi will also discuss pressing global crises 
such as the Israel-Hamas war and Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, as well as tensions over 
the flashpoint island of Taiwan. The two leaders have not met for a year since 
their last encounter in Bali in November 2022, and relations between Beijing and 
Washington have plunged into the deep freeze since then. “President Biden will 
indeed meet with President Xi Jinping of the People’s Republic of China in the 
San Francisco Bay area of California on November 15,” a senior US official told 
reporters Thursday in embargoed comments.

u Russia said yesterday it had sent 25 tonnes 
of humanitarian aid to Egypt to be delivered to the 
Gaza Strip, which has been under near-total siege and 
relentless bombardment. About 500 aid trucks have 

been allowed into the territory from Egypt over the past 
month, a number that had been the daily average before 
the war. “A special aircraft of the Russian Emergencies 
Ministry delivered 25 tonnes of humanitarian aid to the 
Arab Republic of Egypt,” Russia’s emergency services 
said on social media. It published images of staff loading 
cargo onto an Il-76 plane in an airport in the central 

Russian city of Kazan, saying the shipment contained food and hygiene products, 
as well as clothing and portable cookers.

u Five Bulgarian nationals in custody 
in the UK will face a four-month trial next year on 
charges that they spied for Russia, a judge ruled 
on Friday. Orlin Roussev, Bizer Dzhambazov, 
Katrin Ivanova, Ivan Stoyanov and Vanya 
Gaberova are alleged to have been part of 
a “network” conducting surveillance for 
Russia “with another person known as Jan 
Marsalek and others unknown”. Marsalek 
is the Austrian former chief operating 
officer of payments firm Wirecard, who 
became a wanted man in Germany over 
fraud allegations. He has not been charged in the British case. Roussev, 45, 
Dzhambazov, 42, Ivanova, 32, Stoyanov, 31, and Gaberova, 29, appeared at the Old 
Bailey court in central London via video link.

Russia says 
sent 25 tonnes of 

aid for Gaza

Five Bulgarians 
face Russia spy plot 
trial in UK

Xi, Biden to 
meet next week to 
‘stabilize’ ties, US 

says

More than 1,400 people, 
mostly civilians, were killed 
in the attack, according to 
Israeli officials. Vowing to 
destroy Hamas, Israel has 
retaliated with relentless 

bombardment and a 
ground campaign that the 
Hamas-run health ministry 

in Gaza says has killed more 
than 11,000 people, mostly 
civilians and many of them 

children.
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Egypt’s Sisi hosts Qatar leader 
for Gaza ceasefire talks

AFP | Cairo, Egypt

Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi and Qatar’s 

Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Ham-
ad Al-Thani met yesterday to 
review “intensive efforts” to-
wards a ceasefire in the Isra-
el-Hamas war, Cairo said.

In Cairo, Sisi and Sheikh 
Tamim “discussed the Israeli 
military escalation in the Gaza 
Strip, and the subsequent re-
gional challenges that push 
the region in dangerous and 
uncalculated directions”, the 
Egyptian presidency said in a 
statement.

“The two leaders discussed 
the best ways to protect inno-
cent civilians in Gaza and to 
stop the bloodshed,” it added.

“They reviewed the inten-

sive efforts aimed at achieving 
a ceasefire and sustaining the 
delivery of humanitarian aid in 
quantities that meet the needs 
of the Palestinian people in 
Gaza.” The high-level meeting 
in Cairo comes ahead of Satur-
day’s summits in Saudi Arabia, 
where Arab and Muslim lead-
ers are expected to press for 
an end to more than a month 
of fighting.

Both Egypt and Qatar had 
been involved in previous talks 
which led to the release, at the 
end of October, of two women 
kidnapped by Hamas during 
its attack on Israeli territory 
on October 7.

With the Rafah crossing, 
Egypt is historically a key me-
diator in the Israeli-Palestini-
an conflict.

Al-Sisi (R) meeting with Qatar’s Sheikh Tamim at the Ittahadia Palace in Cairo

Indonesian clerics 
issue fatwa 
boycotting Israel-
linked firms
Jakarta, Indonesia

Indonesia’s top Islamic 
clerical body issued a 

fatwa on Friday calling for 
a boycott of goods and ser-
vices from companies that 
support Israel in a show of 
solidarity with the Pales-
tinians.

The religious edict by the 
Indonesian Ulema Coun-
cil, or MUI, said Muslims in 
the country must support 
the Palestinians’ struggle 
against “Israeli aggression”, 
while also declaring that 
support for Israel or its 
supporters is “haram”, or 
against Islamic law.

“MUI call on every Mus-
lim to avoid as much as pos-
sible transactions and use of 
Israel products and those 
that affiliated with Israel, as 
well as those who support 
colonialism and Zionism,” 
Asrorun Niam Sholeh, an 
executive of the council, 
told reporters Friday.

“We cannot support the 
party that is at war with 
Palestine, including using 
products whose proceeds 
actually support acts of 
murder of the Palestinians.”

Fatwas have no legal force 
and are aimed at encourag-
ing the devout in world’s 
most populous Muslim-ma-
jority country against taking 
a certain course of action.

Prince Harry wins latest round in 
legal battle with UK newspapers

London, United Kingdom

The publishers of two UK 
newspapers on Friday 

lost a bid to have a case for 
unlawful information gath-
ering brought against them 
by Prince Harry and others 
thrown out of court, opening 
the way for a possible trial.

King Charles III’s younger 
son made headlines earlier this 
year when he flew in from Cal-
ifornia to make an unexpected 
in-person appearance at the 
High Court in London for the 
case.

The prince and six other 
high profile figures including 
pop star Elton John launched 
the legal action last year after 
becoming aware of “compel-
ling and highly distressing ev-
idence that they have been the 
victims of abhorrent criminal 
activity and gross breaches of 
privacy” by Associated News-
papers Limited (ANL).

Other claimants are John’s 
husband David Furnish, the 
actors Liz Hurley and Sadie 
F ro st ,  p o l i t i c i a n  S i m o n 
Hughes, and Doreen Law-
rence, whose son Stephen 
was killed in a racist murder 
in 1993.

Lawyers for ANL -- publish-
ers of the Daily Mail and Mail 
on Sunday -- had argued the 
claims against them had been 
brought too late.

But in a written ruling, judge 
Matthew Nicklin disagreed 
and said the case could go 
ahead.

The ruling is the latest chap-
ter in Harry’s turbulent rela-
tionship with the press, whom 
he holds responsible for the 
death of his mother Princess 
Diana in a 1997 Paris car crash 
as she fled paparazzi.

ANL had “not been able 
to deliver a ‘knockout blow’ 
to the claims of any of these 
claimants”, the judge said in 
his 95-page ruling.

Blinken ends marathon tour warning 
‘more needs to be done’ for Gazans

• Gaza health system 
has reached ‘point of 
no return’: Red Cross

• Lebanon’s 
Hezbollah says Israeli 
fire kills 7 fighters

AFP | New Delhi, India

US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken wrapped up a mar-
athon diplomatic push yes-

terday in India after a whirlwind 
Middle East trip and G7 talks, 
saying Israel’s pauses in its Gaza 
offensive would “save lives” but 
more was needed.

“Far too many Palestinians have 
been killed,” Blinken said in New 
Delhi, his last stop before head-
ing home, where he repeated US 
support for ally Israel but was 
firm that more aid had to reach 
civilians in Gaza.

Blinken’s trip has included 
South Korea, a G7 foreign min-

isters’ meeting in Japan -- which 
sought to find common ground on 
the Gaza conflict -- and the Mid-
dle East, where he visited Israel 
and the occupied West Bank.

Israel announced on Thursday 
pauses in its battle against Hamas 
to formalise an arrangement that 

has already seen tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians flee dev-
astation in northern Gaza, steps 
Blinken said “will save lives”.

“I think some progress has 
been made,” Blinken said. “But 
I was also very clear that much 
more needs to be done in terms 

of protecting civilians and getting 
humanitarian assistance to them.”

‘Free and open’
Blinken and US Secretary of De-

fense Lloyd Austin joined foreign 
minister Subrahmanyam  Jais-
hankar and defence minister 
Rajnath Singh for annual “two-
plus-two” talks, which India said 
would focus on “defence and se-
curity cooperation”.

The conflict in Gaza poses a 
major challenge to hopes of a key 
trade and transport route linking 
Europe, the Middle East and In-
dia, unveiled during the G20 talks 
in September.

“In the face of urgent global 
challenges, it’s more important 
than ever that the world’s two 
largest democracies exchange 
views, find common goals, and 
deliver for our people,” Austin 
said.

Delhi is part of the Quad al-
liance alongside the United 
States,  Australia and Japan, a 
grouping that positions itself as a 
bulwark against China’s growing 
assertiveness in the Asia-Pacific 

region.
“We are promoting a free and 

open, prosperous, secure and re-
silient Indo-Pacific,” Blinken said, 
whose final engagement was to 
meet Indian Prime Minister Nar-

endra Modi.
Blinken’s Indian counterpart 

Jaishankar said they discussed 
“advancing our strategic part-
nership, including elevating our 
defence ties”.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken, India’s External Affairs Minister 
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin and his Indian 
counterpart Rajnath Singh arrive for a family photo ahead of their bilateral 
meetings, at Sushma Swaraj Bhavan in New Delhi

Gaza ‘carnage simply must stop’: top 
UN aid official
AFP | Jersalem, Undefined

The United Nations has 
called for an end to the car-

nage afflicting war-torn Gaza 
during Israel’s military cam-
paign, according to a top UN aid 
official’s comments released 
yesterday. 

“The present course chosen 
by the Israeli authorities will 
not bring the peace and stabil-
ity that both Israelis and Pal-
estinians want and deserve,” 
Philippe Lazzarini, head of 
the United Nations’ agency for 
Palestinian refugees (UNRWA), 
wrote in a media opinion piece.

“Razing entire neighbour-

hoods to the ground is not 
an answer for the egregious 
crimes committed by Hamas.

“To the contrary, it is creating 
a new generation of aggrieved 
Palestinians who are likely to 
continue the cycle of violence. 
The carnage simply must stop.”

Philippe Lazzarini

Israel must not lose 
chance for peace 
with Arab world: 
Germany
Berlin, Germany

Israel must not lose a “his-
toric opportunity” for 

peace with Arab states due 
to its war against Hamas, 
Germany’s foreign minister 
said Friday as she embarked 
on a trip to the region.

Annalena Baerbock is 
making her third visit to 
the Middle East since Ha-
mas launched its October 7 
attack from the Gaza Strip, 
which sparked a conflict 
with Israel.

One of her stops will be 
the United Arab Emirates, 
which was among countries 
that normalised relations 
with Israel in 2020.

She will also visit Saudi 
Arabia, which had been in 
talks over a potential nor-
malisation with Israel, until 
they were paused when the 
current war broke out.

In addition, Baerbock will 
visit Israel. “In this almost 
unresolvable turmoil, it is 
crucial not to lose sight of 
the big picture,” she said.

“Israel’s historic opportu-
nity for peace with its Arab 
neighbours must not be lost 
-- because that is precisely 
the goal of the terrorists.

“And even in our efforts 
to secure the release of the 
hostages, humanitarian ac-
cess to Gaza or the preven-
tion of a regional spillover 
of violence -- we only have 
a chance of success if we 
pull together with the Arab 
Gulf states.”

Iran says expansion of war ‘inevitable’
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran’s Foreign Minister Hossein 
Amir-Abdollahian said yester-

day that expansion of the Isra-
el-Hamas war has become “inev-
itable”, amid widespread concern 
in the region and beyond that the 
conflict could spread.

“Due to the increasing intensi-
ty of the war against the civilian 

residents of Gaza, the expansion 
of the scope of the war has now 
become inevitable”, Amir-Abdol-
lahian said to his Qatari coun-
terpart, Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani in a phone 
call.His comments were cited on  
the ministry’s website.

President Ebrahim Raisi has 
said Iran sees it as “its duty to 
support the resistance groups” 

but insisted that they act inde-
pendently.

A series of rocket and drone 
attacks have also targeted military 
bases hosting US and other forces 
in an anti-jihadist coalition in Iraq 
and Syria.

A group known as “Islamic Re-
sistance in Iraq” has claimed most 
of those attacks, which Washing-
ton has linked back to Iran.

The United States has sent 
two aircraft carrier groups to the 
eastern Mediterranean as part 
of efforts it says aim to deter a 
wider war.

Raisi will join Arab leaders in 
the Saudi capital today for sum-
mits expected to underscore de-
mands that Israel’s attacks on 
Gaza end before the violence 
draws in other countries.

UN’s Palestinian refugee agency 
says over 100 staff killed in Gaza
Geneva, Switzerland

The head of the United Na-
tions agency supporting 

Palestinian refugees (UNRWA) 
said yesterday that more than 
100 of its staff had been killed 

in the war in Gaza.
“Devastated. Over 100 UN-

RWA colleagues confirmed 
killed in one month. Parents, 
teachers, nurses, doctors, 
support staff,” UNRWA head 
Philippe Lazzarini said on X, 
formerly Twitter.

“UNRWA is mourning, Pal-
estinians mourning, Israelis 
mourning. Ending this tragedy 
needs (a) humanitarian cease-
fire now”, he added.

The UN agency said in a vid-
eo message that 101 of its em-
ployees had been killed since 
the war between Israel and 
Hamas erupted on October 7.

“They were teachers, school 
principals, engineers, doctors, 
a psychologist, support staff, 
sanitation and tech workers,” 
it said.

UN humanitarian chief 
Martin Griffiths said he was 
“heartbroken by this deeply 
tragic news”.

“These colleagues were 
flames of hope and humanity,” 
he said on X, formerly Twitter.

“Our thoughts remain with 
their families and all our brave 
UNRWA colleagues.” 

Toxic smog chokes 
Pakistan and shuts cities

TDT | Agencies

Toxic smog in eastern Paki-
stan has made thousands 

of people sick, forcing author-
ities to shut some cities for the 
rest of the week.

Smog in the country’s sec-
ond-largest city Lahore has 
risen to dangerous levels.

The Punjab provincial gov-
ernment has ordered that 
schools, offices, malls and 
parks in three cities, including 
Lahore, be closed until Sunday.

Pakistan’s Punjab province 
borders the Indian state of the 
same name.

Over the past few days, 

Lahore’s Air Quality Index - 
which measures the level of 
fine particulate matter in the 
air - have hovered around the 
400 mark. AQI levels at or be-
low 100 are generally thought 
of as satisfactory. Lahore bor-
ders the Indian city of Am-
ritsar.

North India is also suffering 
from the impact of toxic smog.

Air pollution in the In-
dian capital Delhi has risen 
to alarming levels. On Tues-
day, the air quality index for 
the Indian capital hit 300 on 
7 November, nearly reach-
ing the hazardous levels of  
301-500.

 An aerial view shows Palestinian families fleeing to the southern part of the Gaza 
Strip along the Salah Al-Din road in the Wadi Gaza district

Palestinians families fleeing Gaza City and other parts of northern Gaza 
towards the southern areas, walk along a road

An injured Palestinian girl receives treatment at the Kuwaiti Hospital in 
Rafah in the southern Gaza Strip

Britain’s Meghan, Duchess of Sussex and Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of 
Sussex, attend a children’s event

International media deny allegations against Gaza photographers
AFP | Paris, France

Major international media 
outlets have strongly denied 

that their Gaza photographers 
had prior knowledge of the Ha-
mas attack on Israel on October 
7, following allegations taken up 
by the Israeli government.

Denials have been published by 
US media outlets The New York 
Times and CNN, as well as global 
news agencies AP, Reuters and 
AFP.

The controversy started with an 
online post by HonestReporting, 
an organisation that highlights 
media coverage considered unfa-
vourable to Israel.

HonestReporting said the speed 
with which certain Palestinian 
photojournalists in Gaza respond-
ed to the attack, and their degree 
of access to the violence, raised 
"ethical questions".

Its claims were taken up by the 
Israeli government.

"These journalists were accom-
plices in crimes against humanity; 
their actions were contrary to 
professional ethics," Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu's office 
said Thursday on X (formerly 
Twitter).

Danny Danon, a former Israeli 

ambassador to the UN and senior 
lawmaker for Netanyahu's Likud 
party, went further.

"Israel's internal security agen-
cy announced that they will elim-
inate all participants of the Octo-
ber 7 massacre. The 'photojour-
nalists' who took part in recording 
the assault will be added to that 
list," he wrote on X.

HonestReporting's claims were 
strongly denied by the Western 
media mentioned in the article.

"The Associated Press had no 
knowledge of the Oct. 7 attacks 

before they happened," AP said in 
a statement.

The New York Times called the 
allegations against its freelance 
photographer "untrue and out-
rageous", and accused HonestRe-
porting of recklessly "putting our 
journalists on the ground in Israel 
and Gaza at risk."

Reuters said it "categorically 
denies" having prior knowledge 
or embedding journalists with 
Hamas.

CNN suspended ties with the 
freelance photographer implicat-

ed by HonestReporting, but said 
"we have not at this time found 
reason to doubt the journalistic 
accuracy of the work he has done 
for us."

AFP was not among the media 
organisations accused by Hon-
estReporting, but faced similar 
accusations on social media in 
France.

AFP said its journalists in Gaza 
were woken by the sound of ar-
tillery and rocket fire and headed 
towards the fence with Israel, 
with the first photos taken more 
than an hour after the attack  
started.

“By the time the first photos 
arrived, it was clear a major news 
story was already under way. We 
covered it as we would cover any 
major news story," said Phil Chet-
wynd, AFP's global news director.

"They were simply following 
the breaking news story as it un-
folded on the ground.

“Any suggestion of collusion 
between our journalists in Gaza 
and Hamas during the 7 October 
attack is disgraceful and defama-
tory and we reserve the right to 
take any action,  including legal 
action, as a result," Chetwynd 
added.

Commuters make their way through a busy street amid smoggy conditions 
in Lahore


