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The American Rescue 
Plan laid the foun-

dation for our historic 
recovery and helped us 
to regain all of the jobs 
lost during the pandem-
ic. We’ve added a record 
12 million altogether.

@POTUS

The sum of a cult 
should be greater 

than the parts/prophets/
profits

@elonmusk

On April 7 this year, 
@WHO will turn 75. 

Join us on a journey to 
celebrate #WHO75 anni-
versary and the work be-
ing done globally to deliv-
er #HealthForAll people, 
everywhere.

@DrTedros

Sexual violence in 
conflict reverberates 

down generations and 
threatens both human 
& international security. 
Women and girls must 
be protected. Abuse must 
be investigated. Justice 
must be served to sur-
vivors.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Russia denounces Georgia protests as coup attempt
AFP | Tbilisi

Moscow accused foreign 
countries of fomenting 

mass protests in Georgia, liken-
ing them to an attempted coup 
designed to sow tension on Rus-
sia’s borders.

Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gei Lavrov said that several days 
of demonstrations in the Geor-
gian capital Tbilisi reminded 
him of a Ukrainian uprising that 
ousted a Kremlin-friendly gov-
ernment in 2014.

Hundreds of Georgians ral-
lied for a fourth day outside 
parliament, keeping up their 
calls for a pro-European fu-
ture, as lawmakers dropped the 
controversial “foreign agent” 

legislation that triggered vio-
lent clashes between police and 
protesters this week.

The demonstrations point 
to turmoil over the future of 
Georgia, which aims to join the 
EU and NATO, much to the frus-
tration of Moscow.

Russia invaded Georgia in 
2008 and recognised two sep-
aratist territories in the north 
of the country as independent, 
stationing military bases there 
after the war.

Indonesia’s Merapi volcano erupts, covers villages in ash
AFP | Yogyakarta

Indonesia’s Mount Merapi, 
one of the world’s most ac-

tive volcanoes, erupted yester-
day, spewing out smoke and 
ash that blanketed villages near 
the crater.

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties, the coun-
try’s disaster mitigation agency 
said.

Images broadcast on local 
outlet Kompas TV showed 
ash-covered houses and roads 
at a village near the volcano, 
located on Java Island, near 
Indonesia’s cultural capital Yo-
gyakarta.

The Merapi Volcano Obser-
vatory estimated the ash cloud 
reached 9,600 feet (3,000 me-

tres) above the summit.
Authorities established a 

restricted zone of seven kilo-
metres from the crater after 
the eruption, which was re-
corded at 12:12 pm (0512  
GMT).

“To anticipate potential dan-
ger from Mount Merapi erup-
tion, the public is advised to 
stop any activities in the po-
tential danger area,” agency 
spokesperson Abdul Muhari 
said in a statement yesterday.

Blast targets Afghan journalists
Bomb attack kills guard, wounds journalists in Afghan north

• The explosion 
happened in Mazar-i-
Sharif, the capital of 
the Balkh province, 
during an award event 
for journalists

AFP | Kabul

A bomb blast in the northern 
Afghan city of Mazar-i-
Sharif yesterday killed a 

security guard and wounded a 
group of journalists, as well as 
several children, police and a wit-
ness said.

The blast came two days after 
a suicide bomber killed the Tal-
iban governor of northern Balkh 
province in an attack claimed by 
the Islamic State group.

The attack on Mohammad 

Dawood Muzammil in the Balkh 
provincial capital Mazar-i-Sharif 
on Thursday marked the killing 
of one of the highest-ranking of-
ficials since the Taliban stormed 
back to power in 2021.

Yesterday’s blast took place 
during an event honouring Af-
ghanistan’s media at a cultural 
centre in Mazar-i-Sharif. Police 
said a security guard was killed 
and that five journalists were 

among the wounded.
“I heard a big bang... then there 

was chaos as everyone was trying 
to find a way to escape,” Afghan 
journalist Atif Arian, who was 
wounded in the blast, said.

“Some journalists are seriously 
wounded.”

Balkh police spokesman Mo-
hammad Asif Waziri said three 
children were also among the 
wounded.

Arian said the explosion hap-

pened when a group of children 
were singing an anthem, minutes 
after a Taliban official had deliv-
ered a speech.

Afghan journalists were regu-

larly targeted before the Taliban 
reclaimed power, with several 
attacks claimed by Islamic State.

Muzammil, the Balkh governor, 
was killed by an IS suicide bomber 
minutes after he arrived at his 
office in Mazar-i-Sharif.

Violence across Afghanistan 
has fallen since the Taliban seized 
control but security has deteri-
orated again, with Islamic State 
claiming several deadly attacks.

The jihadist group has emerged 
as the biggest security challenge 
to the Taliban government since 
last year, carrying out attacks 
against Afghan civilians as well as 
foreigners and foreign interests.

The Taliban and IS share an 
austere Sunni Islamist ideology, 
but the latter are fighting to estab-
lish a global “caliphate” instead of 
the Taliban’s more inward-look-
ing aim of ruling an independent 
Afghanistan.

News in brief 
 u Japanese offered 
tearful prayers yesterday 
on the anniversary of 

the deadly tsunami that triggered the 
Fukushima disaster, but public support for 
nuclear power is growing as memories of 
the 2011 meltdown fade. The 9.0-magnitude 
quake -- the fourth strongest in Earth’s recorded 
history -- devastated northeastern Japan 12 
years ago. The undersea quake unleashed a 

tsunami that left around 18,500 people dead or missing and overwhelmed cooling 
systems at the Fukushima Daiichi plant, leading to the worst nuclear catastrophe 
since Chernobyl. All of Japan’s nuclear reactors were taken offline after the 
disaster and the majority remain out of action today.

 u Moroccan authorities 
have seized more than three 
tonnes of cannabis resin in 
two speed boats off the northeastern coast 
bordering the Spanish enclave of Melilla, 
state media reported yesterday. “The 
operation resulted in the seizing of two go-fast 
boats... with 85 bales of chira (cannabis resin) 
weighing a total of more than three tonnes,” 
a military source was quoted as saying by the 
official MAP news agency. The cargo was seized on Friday off the town of Nador 
after the boats did not respond to naval orders, sparking a chase, it added.

 u Ecuador will release 
100,000 sterile Aedes 
aegypti mosquitoes on its 

Galapagos Islands to curb dengue, Zika and chikungunya 
transmission, authorities said. The first such effort with 
sterile mosquitoes there, it should help lower local residents’ 
and tourists’ rates of infection from those diseases, the 

National Institute for Health Research (Inspi) said. The plan should “improve 
health conditions of the population, avoiding the transmission of diseases to 
tourists...  and reducing the use of chemical products used in fumigation,” an Inspi 
statement said. The Galapagos, a World Heritage Site whose fragile ecosystem is 
home to unique flora and fauna species, were made famous by British geologist 
and naturalist Charles Darwin’s observations on evolution there.

Japan mourns 2011 disaster 
as nuclear support grows

Ecuador to release sterile 
mosquitoes in Galapagos

Over three tonnes of cannabis 
seized off Morocco coast

‘Pineapple express’ storm wallops California
AFP | Los Angeles

Dozens of evacuation orders 
were in place as a powerful 

atmospheric river, known as 
a “Pineapple express,” surged 
into an already-sodden Cali-
fornia, sparking warnings of 
widespread flash flooding.

Up to nine inches (23 centi-
metres) of rain were expected 
in some parts of the state, with 
several feet of heavy, wet snow 
falling over mountains where 
a huge snowpack has built up 
over months of near-record 
storms.

Forecasters said the Pineap-
ple Express -- so called because 
it is bringing warm, subtropical 
moisture from Hawaii -- could 
cause some of that monster 
snowpack to melt, overwhelm-
ing river systems.

“Rainfall totals of 4-9 inches, 
atop areas with saturated soil 
and deep snowpack will cause 
widespread and severe flooding 
impacts,” the National Weather 
Service (NWS) warned.

“Higher elevations in north-
ern California and the Sierras 
will receive a heavy, wet snow 
leading to difficult travel.”

US President Joe Biden on 
Friday approved an emergency 
declaration for the state, clear-
ing the way for federal assis-
tance to help local agencies.

The move came after a re-
quest from California Governor 
Gavin Newsom, who said he 
was mobilizing resources to 
help anyone in need.

“California is deploying every 
tool we have to protect com-
munities from the relentless 
and deadly storms battering our 

state,” Newsom said.
The bulk of evacuation orders 

affect northern California, with 
seven rivers expected to burst 
their banks.

Many of them flooded at the 
start of the year as a daisy chain 
of atmospheric rivers dumped 
massive rain on the state.

More than 20 people died as 
back-to-back storms washed 
out communities, bringing 
down trees and causing land-
slides -- and emergency servic-
es now are worried the fresh 
storms could cause more prob-
lems.

San Mateo County Sheriff 
said two people whose car was 
crushed by a falling tree in Red-
wood City were expected to 
be okay.

“Stay home tonight if you 
can, folks,” the sheriff ’s office 
tweeted, alongside a photo of 
the mangled car.

World’s first 3D printed rocket 
set for inaugural flight

AFP | Washington

The world’s first 3D printed 
rocket was scheduled to 

blast off from Florida late yes-
terday on the maiden flight of 
an innovative spacecraft billed 
as being less costly to produce 
and fly.

Liftoff of the rocket, Ter-
ran 1, had been scheduled for 
Wednesday at Cape Canaveral 
but was postponed at the last 
minute because of propellant 
temperature issues.

The new launch window for 
the rocket built by California 
aerospace startup Relativity 
Space to put satellites into or-
bit was from 1:00 pm to 4:00 
pm (1800 GMT to 2100 GMT) 
yesterday.

Terran 1 is set to reach low 
Earth orbit eight minutes after 
blastoff on a voyage intended 
to gather data and demon-
strate that it can withstand 
the rigors of liftoff and space 
flight.

If the rocket manages to 
attain low Earth orbit, it will 
be the first privately-funded 
vehicle using methane fuel to 

do so on its first try, according 
to Relativity.

Terran 1 is not carrying a 
payload for its first flight but 
the rocket will eventually be 
capable of putting up to 2,755 
pounds (1,250 kilograms) into 
low Earth orbit.

The rocket is 110-feet (33.5 
meters) tall with a diameter 
of 7.5 feet (2.2 meters) and 85 
percent of its mass is 3D print-
ed with metal alloys, including 
the engines.

Snow capped mountains stand on the skyline behind a view of the Hollywood 
sign in Los Angeles

Li Qiang appointed Chinese premier as Xi asserts influence
AFP | Beijing

Li Qiang, one of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s most 

trusted allies, was confirmed 
as premier yesterday, as Xi 
cements his influence on the 
country’s top leadership.

Li, the former Shanghai party 
chief who oversaw the city’s 
gruelling two-month lockdown 
last spring, was named the suc-
cessor of outgoing premier Li 
Keqiang at a meeting of the 
country’s rubber-stamp parlia-
ment.

The 63-year-old received 
nearly every vote from the 
more than 2,900 delegates at 
the National People’s Congress, 
a day after Xi was unanimous-
ly selected by deputies for a 
norm-breaking third term as 
president.

Xi’s motion nominating Li 
Qiang as premier was read out 
to the chamber yesterday morn-
ing.

Journalists were asked to 
leave the chamber as deputies, 
mostly dressed in dark suits, 
marked their ballots.

Delegates later applauded 
as Xi ceremoniously deposit-

ed his votes in the ballot box 
while cheerful traditional music 
played from speakers.

An electronic screen in the 
hall displayed 2,936 votes for 
Li, with only three delegates 

voting against his appointment 
and eight abstaining.

Li later took an oath, swearing 
to be loyal to China’s constitu-
tion and to “work hard to build a 
prosperous, strong, democratic, 
civilized, harmonious and great 
modern socialist country”.

His ascension had once 
seemed in doubt after his han-
dling of the Shanghai lockdown, 
in which residents struggled 
to access food and medical  
care.

Biden scraps Trump’s paint scheme for Air Force One
AFP | Washington

The US Air Force unveiled a 
new color scheme for Air 

Force One, discarding the pal-
ette chosen by Donald Trump 
for the presidential aircraft.

President Joe Biden is stick-
ing with a classic blue-and-
white colour scheme for the 
jets, which are under construc-
tion, retaining a design that 
dates to John F. Kennedy’s ad-
ministration six decades ago.

Former president Trump, 
who left office in January 2021, 
wanted a bolder red, white and 
blue design, and kept a scale 
model bearing those colours on 
a coffee table in the Oval Office.

Trump’s design called for a 
deep red stripe down the middle 
of the aircraft and a dark blue 
underbelly.

The colours presented chal-
lenges to engineers, however, 
and a Friday statement from the 
secretary of the Air Force cited 

possible delays and tests to deal 
with “the added heat” from the 
darker shade of blue.

The new Air Force One air-
craft will instead closely re-
semble the aging current one, 
although the light blue will be 
a “more modern tone” than the 
existing robin’s egg blue, and 
there will be no polished metal 

on the fuselage “because mod-
ern commercial aircraft skin 
alloys don’t allow for it,” it said.

The replacement aircraft are 
projected to be delivered in 
2027 and 2028, so the winner 
of the 2024 elections will be the 
first to take off in the new jets.

The Boeing aircraft are not 
like commercial airliners. Each 

includes high-tech communica-
tion facilities, a medical bay and 
a self-defence system.

The current Air Force One 
planes face rising maintenance 
costs and use parts that are in-
creasingly obsolete, but will 
have to suffice until the newer 
aircraft are delivered, the state-
ment said.

China’s President Xi Jinping (R) shakes hands with newly-elected Premier Li 
Qiang (L) 

A rendering of the livery design for the “Next Air Force One,” VC-25B, selected 
by US President Joe Biden

The Terran 1 rocket on the launch pad at Launch Complex 16 in Cape 
Canaveral, Florida

Wounded journalists are shifted on a vehicle to a hospital, in Mazar-i-Sharif

Georgian anti-government protesters 
rally outside the parliament

Thick smoke rises during an eruption from Mount Merapi

There is no doubt 
that the law on 

the registration of 
non-governmental 

organisations was used 
as an excuse to start, 

generally speaking, an 
attempt to change the 
government by force

RUSSIAN FOREIGN MINISTER SERGEI LAVROV

California is deploying 
every tool we have to 
protect communities 
from the relentless 
and deadly storms 
battering our state

CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM

It is the largest ever 
3D printed object 

according to the Long 
Beach-based company 
whose goal is to pro-
duce a rocket that is 

95 percent 3D printed

KNOW WHAT

I heard a big bang... 
then there was chaos 

as everyone was trying 
to find a way to escape. 

Some journalists are 
seriously wounded

AFGHAN JOURNALIST ATIF ARIAN
Violence across Af-

ghanistan has fallen 
since the Taliban 

seized control but se-
curity has deteriorat-
ed again, with Islamic 
State claiming several 

deadly attacks

KNOW WHAT

Li, who started his 
career as an irrigation 
pump station worker 
near his hometown, 

rose steadily through 
local government 

ranks and was promot-
ed to affluent Zhejiang 

province’s top job in 
2012

Pineapple Express 
-- so called because 
it is bringing warm, 

subtropical moisture 
from Hawaii -- could 
cause some of that 

monster snowpack to 
melt, overwhelming 

river systems

KNOW WHAT

Rescuers airlift residents 
from remote Australia floods

AFP | Sydney

Rescuers flew residents out 
of a remote Australian town 

by helicopter yesterday as re-
cord-high floods rose rapidly and 
authorities issued a “final alert” 
to evacuate.

Police said helicopters and oth-
er aircraft had already flown out 
53 vulnerable people over the past 
few days from the small commu-
nity of Burketown in northeastern 
Australia.

Murky water lapped at the sides 
of buildings in the town, which 
lies 1,600 kilometres (1,000 miles) 
northwest of the Queensland cap-
ital Brisbane and is usually home 
to about 200 people.

The swollen Albert River had 
transformed wide areas of land 
around the town into lakes, with 
only the tops of trees visible, aerial 
images provided by emergency 
services showed.

Police said about half of the 
town’s houses had been flooded.

Only about 100 people remained 
in the Queensland town by yester-
day morning and helicopters were 
ferrying more people to safety, 
state police said.

“At the moment the water 
movements are unpredictable and 
are rising at a rapid pace,” the lo-
cal Burke Shire Council said in a 
“final alert” to residents.

“We strongly encourage resi-
dents to evacuate,” it said, telling 
them to pack a bag and warning 

there would be no evacuation 
flights after yesterday.

Evacuated resident Shannon 
Moren told public broadcaster 
ABC she was worried about the im-
pact of the flooding on livestock.

“I checked on my parents’ cattle 
property the other day and you 
can see cattle up to their necks in 
the water, literally swimming for 
their lives,” she said.

Police also urged all remaining 
residents to get out.

The elderly and young children 
were a priority for evacuation, 
Queensland police said in a state-
ment, adding that sewerage sys-
tems had been “compromised” 
and power would also be cut  
off.

“It is not safe for people to re-
main,” police said.

An aerial view of the flooded northern Queensland town of Burketown

The swollen Albert River 
had transformed wide 

areas of land around the 
town into lakes, with 
only the tops of trees 
visible, aerial images 

provided by emergency 
services showed
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538 1455 1642 1930
Witiges, King of the Ostrogoths, ends 
his siege of Rome, retreats to Ravenna, 
leaving the city in the hands of 
victorious Byzantine General Belisarius

First record of Johannes Gutenberg’s 
Bible, letter dated this day by Enea 
Silvio Piccolomini refers to the bible 
printed a year before

Abel Tasman is the 1st Euro-
pean to sight New Zealand, 
viewing the north-west 
coast of the South Island

Mahatma Gandhi begins his 
famous 200 mile (300km) 
protest march against the 
widely hated British salt tax

The replacement 
aircraft are projected 

to be delivered in 
2027 and 2028, so the 

winner of the 2024 
elections will be the 

first to take off in the 
new jets
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