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Across
1- Surrogate; 7- Loser to DDE; 10- Four-sided fig.; 14- Ring combo; 15- ___-Cat; 16- JFK 
postings; 17- Inflammation of the ear; 18- ___ Aviv; 19- Injectable diazepam, in military lingo; 
20- Bug killer; 23- Apply, as pressure; 26- Negative vote; 27- Donkeys; 28- Remove from text; 
29- Wildcatter’s find; 30- CPR specialist; 31- Wearing; 33- Mme., across the Pyrenees; 34- Pub 
drink; 37- Cleaning implement; 38- “Losing My Religion” band; 39- Tasteless items, junk; 
40- Accelerate; 41- Send packing; 42- ___ roll; 43- Jock; 45- Besides; 46- Latin I verb; 47- A 
party to; 48- New Zealand aboriginal; 51- Marseilles Mrs.; 52- Barely enough; 53- Loving; 56- 
Separate by a sieve; 57- Buckeyes’ sch.; 58- Poe maiden; 62- Hydrox rival; 63- RR stop; 64- 
Mortarboard feature; 65- Emperor of Rome 54-68; 66- Concorde, e.g.; 67- Potemkin setting;

Down 
1- ___-wop; 2- Med. specialty; 3- Architect I.M.; 4- Spoken; 5- Between, old-style; 6- Baseball’s 
“Walking Man” Eddie; 7- Stellar; 8- Other side; 9- Arias, usually; 10- Overhaul; 11- Les ___-Unis; 
12- Boat often made of birchbark, canvas, or fiberglass; 13- Former Russian rulers; 21- Riddle; 
22- Super Bowl III MVP; 23- Accumulation of fluids; 24- Brand name for a copying machine; 
25- Run away with a lover; 29- Continuously; 30- One of the Muses; 32- Sardonic; 33- Pollen 
producer; 34- Ring; 35- Admit; 36- Blessed ___; 44- Official permit; 45- Playground retort; 46- 
Quantity; 48- Person who dresses stones; 49- Burning; 50- Proposal; 51- Thin fogs; 52- Place; 
54- Chuck; 55- Choir member; 59- Old spy org.; 60- In medias ___; 61- Guido’s high note;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

Mila Kunis: ‘Standing ovation at Oscars 
for Will Smith shocking and insane’

Celebretainment | Los 
Angeles

Mila Kunis says it 
was “shocking” 
and “insane” Will 

Smith received a standing 
ovation when he picked up 
his best actor Oscar after he 
attacked Chris Rock.

Unlike a strong of A-lis-
ters, the actress, 39, along with 

her husband Ashton Kutcher, 44, 
refused to stand uwhen ‘The 
Fresh Prince Of Bel Air’ actor 
was honoured for his role in 
‘King Richard’ despite slap-
ping comic Chris on stage.

Mum-of-two Mila told the 
new issue of C magazine: 
“The idea of leading by exam-

ple only makes sense when you 
actually have someone to lead.

“We have our tiny 
little tribe here at 
home, and never 
once do I want 
to tell them to 
do something 
i f  I ’ m  n o t 
willing to do 
it myself.

“Not stand-
ing up to me 
was a no-brain-
er, but what was 
shocking to me was 
how many people did 
stand up.

“I thought, ‘Wow, what a time 
we’re living in that rather than do 

what’s right, people focus on do-
ing what looks good’. It’s insane 

to me.”
Her comments 
come days af-

ter it was re-
vealed Will, 
54, is facing 
a boycott by 
Oscars vot-
ers over his 
‘ S l a p g a t e ’ 
scandal.

The actor’s 
performance 

in his new film 
‘Emancipation’, in 

which he plays a runa-
way slave during America’s Civil 
War era, has divided members of 

the Academy Awards who spoke 
to The Hollywood Reporter.

While some say they would 
never vote for Will due to him 
slapping Chris Rock, 57, at this 
year’s 94th Oscars, other voters 
on the board said only his perfor-
mance should be the focus of any 
nomination decision.

Apple plans to release the 
Smith-led Civil War drama on 
its streaming service in Decem-
ber, less than a year after Will 
stormed the stage to slap Chris 
over a joke about the shaven head 
being sported at the ceremony 
by his wife, Jada Pinkett Smith, 
51, who suffers from alopecia – 
before weeping after the assault 
on stage when picking up his best 

actor trophy for his performance 
in ‘King Richard’.

The release window means the 
film will be eligible for consider-
ation for the 2023 Oscars.

Among critics of Will’s was 
Lawrence David Foldes, a mem-
ber of producers branch of Acad-
emy voters, who told The Holly-
wood Reporter: “Would I vote for 
Smith? NO F****** WAY.

“His shameful violent outburst 
and pathetic snivelling ‘accept-
ance’ diatribe witnessed by mil-
lions – and his blatant disrespect 
of the Academy – should preclude 
him from any consideration and 
reward from AMPAS (Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Scienc-
es) members for life.”

I thought, ‘Wow, 
what a time we’re 

living in that rather 
than do what’s right, 
people focus on doing 

what looks good’. 
It’s insane to me

MILA KUNIS

Dwayne Johnson was ordered 
to lose weight, change name 

for Hollywood career
IANS | Los Angeles

Hollywood star Dwayne 
‘The Rock’ Johnson was 

ordered to lose weight, drop 
his stage name and stop talk-
ing about wrestling if he want-
ed to make it in Hollywood.

The ‘Fast and the Furious’ 
star shot to fame in the mid-
1990s as a regular performer 
with the World Wrestling Fed-
eration (WWF) adopting the 
name ‘The Rock’ and becom-
ing one of the franchise’s most 
recognisable wrestlers before 
making a crossover to movies 
with a role as the Scorpion 
King in 2001’s ‘The Mummy 
Returns’, reports femalefirst.
co.uk.

However, Johnson has now 
shared that he was asked to 
make some serious changes 
if he wanted to be taken seri-
ously as an actor. Speaking on 
‘CBS Sunday Morning’, he said: 
“They said, ‘Okay, great. But 
now here’s what you have to 
do: You have to stop working 
out as much. You have to 
lose weight. You can’t call 
yourself The Rock. You can’t 
talk about wrestling. Let’s 
stay away from all that.’”

Host Tracy Smith then 
asked him: “These are all the 
things they told you? ‘Don’t 
be this anymore’?” and the 

star replied: “That’s right. So, 
I tried that, Tracy, I tried get-
ting smaller, losing weight. It 
all felt wrong.”

Tracy then asked: “And once 
you started being yourself?” 
and he explained: “That was it. 
When that happened, a funny 
thing happened: Hollywood 
conformed around me. And 
years later, I’m sitting here 
with you.”

Johnson went on to land his 
first leading role, reprising his 
Scorpion King 
character for 
a self-titled 
2002 spin-
off and his 
Hollywood 
career took 
off.

Justin Bieber ‘thinks Kanye West crossed a line’
Celebretainment | Los Angeles

Justin Bieber thinks Kanye West “crossed 
a line” with his recent comments about 

his wife Hailey.
The 28-year-old pop star is said to be an-

gry with Kanye, 45, after he recently spoke 
out against the 23-year-old model.

A source said: “Justin is very protective 
over Hailey. He is upset by Kanye’s attack 
on her where he said hurtful and untrue 
things.”

Hailey was targeted by Kanye after she 
voiced her support for Vogue editor Gabri-
ella Karefa-Johnson, who publicly blasted 
Kanye’s White Lives Matter apparel.

Justin is now “distancing himself from 
Kanye” and he’s keen to offer support to 
his wife.

The insider told ‘Entertainment Tonight’: 
“He feels like he has been a true friend to 
Kanye, and tried to empathise with him in 
the past, but this crossed a line that he’s 
not OK with.

“Being there for Hailey 
and supporting his wife is 
Justin’s main priority, and 
he’s doing that and distanc-
ing himself from Kanye.”

The ‘Stronger’ hit-
m a k e r  h a s  b e e n 
widely criticised for 
his provocative new 
fashion line, which 
the Vogue editor 
described as “pure 
violence”.

And after Kanye 

rubbished Gabriella’s criticism, Hailey took 
to social media to offer her some support.

Hailey - who has modelled for the likes of 
Guess, Ralph Lauren, and Tommy Hilfiger 

- wrote on Instagram: “My respect 
for you runs deep my friend! To 

know is to adore you and to 
work with you is an honor. 
(sic)”

The blonde beauty - who 
married Justin in 2018 - 

added: “The most kind. 
the most talented. the 
most fun. the most 
chic. (sic)”

Kanye responded 
to the post by calling 
the model “nose job 
Hailey Baldloose”.

Eva Mendes clarifies she never quit acting
ANI | Washington 

Actor Eva Mendes recently ad-
dressed numerous reports about 

her quitting acting.
The mother of two -- who has been 

with the father of her children, Ryan 
Gosling, since 2011 -- took to Instagram 
on Friday to address the many reports 
claiming she had retired from Holly-
wood, Page Six reported.

She posted a video montage that 
flashed several headlines discussing 
her longtime absence from the enter-
tainment industry, explaining in the 
caption that she simply chose to prior-
itize her family.

“I wanted to be home with my ba-
bies,” she said of daughters Esmerelda, 
8, and Amada, 6, adding, “Fortunately 
my other business ventures allowed 
me to do that more than acting would.”

She also stated that the parts with 
which she was presented after that film 

were just not up to her stand-
ards.

“I was not excited about the 
stereotypical roles being offered 
to me at the time,” she wrote, 
calling “Lost River” a “dream 
project” and “a tough act to fol-
low.”

“What’s the point of this post? 
To shift that narrative. I never 
quit,” she concluded.

Eva was last seen in the 
2015 fantasy thriller “Lost 
River,” which Gosling, 41, 
directed. However, she did 
voice a character on the chil-
dren’s show Bluey in 2021. 

Mila Kunis

Hailey Bieber Justin Bieber

Dwayne JohnsonEva Mendes

Eva Mendes was last seen 
in the 2015 fantasy thriller 
“Lost River,” which Ryan 

Gosling directed. However, 
she did voice a character 

on the children’s show 
Bluey in 2021

Kuldeep shines as India crush South Africa to clinch ODI series

• Kuldeep Yadav 
leads spinners’ show as 
South Africa fall for 99

AFP | New Delhi

Spinner Kuldeep Yadav’s 4-18 
shone during a superb Indian 

bowling attack that clinched 
their one-day series against 
South Africa with a crushing 
seven-wicket win yesterday.

The hosts skittled South Af-
rica for 99 in 27.1 overs in the 
third-match decider, after elect-
ing to bowl on a pitch dampened 
by days of rain in New Delhi.

Shubman Gill made 49 as In-
dia chased down their target in 
19.1 overs, winning the series 2-1 
with a second-string side after 
Rohit Sharma and team depart-
ed for the Twenty20 World Cup 
in Australia.

Kuldeep, a left-arm wrist 
spinner, came into the attack 
with South Africa five down and 
wiped off the tail, striking twice 
on successive balls before end-
ing the innings with the wicket 
of Marco Jansen.

Once a regular in the Twen-
ty20 side, Kuldeep was not 
picked for the World Cup start-
ing October 16, but the 27-year-
old said he was “not disappoint-
ed”.

“I am not disappointed at all. I 
am concentrating on my process 
and looking to get better with 
every match,” the man of the 
match told reporters.

“The players who have been 
selected are the best and my best 
wishes are with them.”

Spinner Washington Sund-
ar, who bowled the first over 
and returned with two wick-
ets, helped set up the second 

straight win for the hosts.
Sundar was handed the new 

ball and the lanky off-spinner 
struck in his second over to send 
back Quinton de Kock, caught at 
short third man for six.

Pace bowler Mohammed Siraj 
rattled the top order with the 
wickets of Janneman Malan, 
for 15, and Reeza Hendricks, for 
three, to put South Africa on the 
back foot.

‘Fatigued’ South Africa 
The Proteas slipped further 

to 43-4 after Aiden Markram’s 
departure as the batsman fell 

caught behind off left-arm spin-
ner Shahbaz Ahmed for nine.

Heinrich Klaasen, who top-
scored with 34, attempted to 
rebuild with David Miller, who 
was making his captaincy de-
but with regular skipper Temba 
Bavuma and Keshav Maharaj 
both unwell.

But  Sundar bowled the 
left-handed Miller for seven and 
the rest of the batting quickly 
caved in.

Shahbaz, who made his ODI 
debut in the previous match, 
bowled Klaasen before -- in be-
tween the change of batsmen 
-- a dog walked on the field, 
providing some light relief to 
the crowd.

I t  w a s  S o u t h  A f r i c a ’s 
fourth-lowest total in 50-over 
matches, after their 69 all out 
in Sydney and then twice being 
bowled out for 83.

“In hindsight, the kind of 
schedule that we have had... we 
saw the benefits of that as the 
Indian side, which we played 
against, were fresh. Our guys 
were maybe a little bit fatigued,” 
South African coach Mark 

Boucher said.
“No excuses for that though. 

It’s quite difficult because we 
don’t have the depth that In-
dia has in their cricket. We are 
also under pressure to win every 
game in the one-dayers to quali-
fy (directly) for the World Cup.”

The defeat leaves South Afri-
ca on the brink of missing a di-
rect qualification for next year’s 
ODI World Cup in India.

They languish at 11th in the 
Super League table. Only the 
top eight teams (seven and hosts 
India) earn direct qualification 
to the 2023 tournament.

India had little trouble in 
reply, despite skipper Shikhar 
Dhawan getting run out on eight 
and Ishan Kishan falling for 10 
off left-arm spinner Bjorn For-
tuin.

Liverpool’s injured Diaz set to be sidelined until late December
Reuters | London

Liverpool forward Luis Diaz 
is expected to be out of ac-

tion until late December after 
picking up a knee injury in the 
first half of Sunday’s 3-2 Pre-
mier League defeat at leaders 
Arsenal, British media reported.

The 25-year-old Colombia 
international does not need 
surgery but will likely miss 10 
matches in Liverpool’s packed 
schedule ahead of the World 
Cup, which starts on Nov. 20.

The Reds will hope to have 
Diaz back for their visit to Aston 
Villa on Dec. 26 in their first 

match after the World Cup, 
which Colombia have not quali-
fied for. Liverpool’s England de-
fender Trent Alexander-Arnold 
also sustained ankle damage in 
Sunday’s match and manager 
Juergen Klopp said after the 
match that both injuries did not 
look good.

Allen smacks six sixes as New 
Zealand power past Pakistan

AFP | Christchurch 

Finn Allen showed his form 
ahead of the Twenty20 

World Cup by top-scoring 
for New Zealand with a disci-
plined batting display in their 
nine-wicket romp over Paki-
stan in Christchurch yesterday 
in the tri-series.

Allen blasted six sixes in 
his 62 off 42 balls as the Black 
Caps chased down their target 
of 131 with ease at Hagley Oval.

The victory leaves the hosts 
and Pakistan each with two 
wins and one defeat before the 
Black Caps next face Bangla-
desh on Wednesday, also in 
Christchurch.

The three nations are using 
the week-long tournament to 
fine tune for the T20 World 
Cup in Australia which begins 
later this month.

An improved bowling per-
formance saw Pakistan re-
stricted to 130 for seven in 
their 20 overs before Allen and 
Devon Conway’s rapid open-
ing partnership of 117 set up a 
comfortable victory.

After Allen was stumped by 
Mohammad Rizwan, captain 
Kane Williamson saw New 
Zealand home with three 
overs and five balls to spare.

“It was an improvement 
again from the last game,” said 
Williamson, referring to New 
Zealand’s eight-wicket win 
over Bangladesh on Sunday.

“The condition weren’t easy, 
but we were nice and clinical 
with the ball.

“Finn really broke the back 
of the chase by being super 
aggressive and Devon comple-
mented him nicely.”

Following his unbeaten 70 
against Bangladesh, Conway 
struck five fours in compiling 
49 not out off 46 balls.

“We need to discuss our mis-
takes ahead of the next match,” 
said Pakistan captain Babar 
Azam, whose side play Bang-
ladesh on Thursday.

“We had a bad day, we just 
weren’t up to the mark with 
our batting.”

New Zealand bowler Mi-
chael Bracewell was named 
man-of-the-match after re-
moving prolific opening pair 
Rizwan, for 16, and captain 
Babar Azam, for 21, in his su-
perb two for 11 from four overs.

“I was a bit fortunate in 
that first over with a couple 
of short, wide ones which 
went straight to fielders,” said 
Bracewell.
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India’s Sanju Samson embraces teammate Kuldeep Yadav, as South Africa’s 
Bjorn Fortuin walks back

Luis Diaz receives medical attention

New Zealand’s Finn Allen plays a shot

Another series defeat 
was not the only set-
back for South Africa. 
It remained at risk of 

failing to automatical-
ly qualify for the 2023 
Cricket World Cup. The 
Proteas were still 11th 
in the standings, far 

below the West Indies 
in eighth, the cutoff 
point. South Africa 

could end up having to 
add to its schedule the 
World Cup qualifiers 

in June

KNOW

BETTER

Sakhir Rotax MAX Challenge finale set
Bahrain International Karting Circuit to host final two rounds of hotly contested championship on Friday and Saturday in Sakhir

• Levin Barbier, 
Isa Almoayed, Luca 
Kane Houghton 
and Lewis Smith on 
pole in respective 
championship races

TDT | Manama

The 2022/2023 Sakhir 
Rotax MAX Challenge 
(SRMC) wraps up this 

weekend at Bahrain Interna-
tional Karting Circuit (BIKC) in 
Sakhir with its final two rounds 
taking place on back-to-back 
days Friday and Saturday.

The Kingdom’s vibrant kart-
ing community will once again 
descend on the world-class 
grassroots motor racing facility 
of Bahrain International Cir-
cuit (BIC), with all still to play 
for in this SRMC campaign and 
the newest champions set to be 

crowned.
Competition will be held in 

five categories, including the 
Micro MAX, Mini MAX, Junior 
MAX, Senior MAX and Senior 
Masters MAX.

Both meetings feature identi-

cal timetables, with Qualifying 
Practice kicking off the on-track 
action at 2.50pm. The Pre-Finals 
will then be held from 3.54 pm 
and then the Finals from 5.05pm.

The Micro and Mini classes 
will be taking to the track to-

gether for each session, while 
the Juniors will be running 
alone. The Seniors and the Sen-
ior Masters will also hit the tar-
mac at the same time for all the 
sessions.

The karting action will be tak-

ing place along BIKC’s 1.414-kilo-
mere CIK-FIA Track. It will be 
followed by the podium ceremo-
nies, set for an estimated 5.35pm 
start.

The SRMC is a top-class local 
series that will see the compet-
itors line up on the grid in their 
very own Rotax-powered karts. 
This campaign marks its second 
season as it builds on the mo-
mentum gained by the opening 
championship.

Following a hugely exciting 
opening two rounds, Levin Bar-
bier, Isa Almoayed, Luca Kane 
Houghton and Lewis Smith are 
on pole in their respective cham-
pionship races.

Barbier has 69 points atop the 
Micro MAX class, followed by Ali 
Almoayed with 50 and Moham-
med Waleed with 24.

Isa Almoyaed leads a very 
tight battle in the Mini MAX cat-
egory with 62 points, just a sin-
gle point ahead of Shaikh Ahmed 
bin Saqer Al Khalifa. Rashid Ka-

noo is also not far behind with 53 
points in third place.

Houghton tops the Junior 
MAX class with 68 points—10 
ahead of Gracie Rose Grantham 
and 18 from Mohammed Al-
hasan. Smith is in first place in 
the Senor MAX category with 68 
points, trailed by Oliver Kruglov 
with 54 and Tijl Joep Huisman 
on 39.

After the completion of this 
weekend’s racing, the SRMC 
will then set the stage for the 
Bahrain Rotax MAX Challenge 
(BRMC), which will flag off just 
a few weeks after in November 
with the first of eight fantastic 
rounds.

The racing is being organised 
by BIKC in cooperation with BIC 
and the Bahrain Motor Feder-
ation.

More information on the 
BRMC can be found on bah-
raingp.com, by calling BIKC on 
+973-17451745 or on the social 
media channels of BIKC and BIC.

Action from a previous round (File photo)

Both meetings are to 
feature identical time-
tables, with Qualifying 

Practice kicking off 
the on-track action at 

2.50pm. The Pre-Finals 
will then be held from 
3.54 pm and then the 
Finals from 5.05pm
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In hindsight, the kind 
of schedule that we 
have had... we saw 

the benefits of that as 
the Indian side, which 

we played against, 
were fresh. Our guys 

were maybe a little bit 
fatigued

SOUTH AFRICAN COACH MARK BOUCHER

It was an improvement 
again from the last 

game. The condition 
weren’t easy, but we 

were nice and clinical 
with the ball. Finn 

really broke the back 
of the chase by being 
super aggressive and 
Devon complemented 

him nicely
KANE WILLIAMSON


