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Stop ‘aggression’
Bahrain, Arab and Gulf states reject Israel’s claims of ‘self-defence’; urge immediate halt to war

• HRH said the war 
violates International 
resolutions and 
conventions

• Prince Salman 
called on Israel to “stop 
forced displacement 
of civilians”

• Urges to resume 
peace process towards 
a two-state solution

• Gaza health ministry 
says Israeli fighting has 
killed more than 11,000 
people, also mostly 
civilians and thousands 
of them children

• Reports said gun 
battles and intense 
bombardment around 
Al-Shifa hospital

TDT | Manama 

HRH Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa yes-
terday called for imme-

diate end to Gaza siege with the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister asking Israel to steer away 
from “collective punishment” 
in the strip. 

Addressing the summit of 
Arab leaders which condemned 
Israeli forces’ “barbaric” actions 

in Gaza, on behalf of HM King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, HRH 
said Bahrain stands with the 
people of Palestine in this “dire 
humanitarian situation” in Gaza. 

The summit took place against 
a backdrop of widespread anger 
in the Middle East and beyond 
over Israel’s aerial and ground 
offensive in Gaza, which has 
killed more than 11,000 people, 
mostly civilians and many of 
them children, according to the 
Hamas-run health ministry.

The final declaration on yes-
terday’s summit rejected Is-
raeli claims that it is acting in 
“self-defence” and demanded 
that the United Nations Secu-

rity Council adopt “a decisive 
and binding resolution” to halt 
Israel’s “aggression”. It also dis-
missed out of hand any future 
political resolution to the con-
flict that would keep Gaza sep-
arate from the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank.

In his address, Prince Salman 
termed Israeli attacks on Gaza 
as a violation of international 
resolutions and conventions that 
threatens the path towards a just 
and comprehensive peace pro-
cess. Urging immediate inter-
national intervention for truce, 
HRH called on Israel to “stop 
forced displacement of civil-
ians” that dethrones the regional 

security as well. 
Addressing Arab, Muslim 

leaders at the summit, HRH 
stressed the need for establish-
ing an emergency and independ-
ent international committee to 
supervise the safety of the Pal-
estinian people. 

The committee, HRH said, 
should impartially investigate 
the escalating violence, pursue 
the release of all prisoners and 
detainees on both sides, and de-
termine the extent of the dam-
age. 

The Crown Prince and Prime 
Minster highlighted that ef-
forts must also be focused on 
re-building and re-focus on a 

comprehensive peace process 
that brings a new era of regional 
security and stability.

His Royal Highness reiterated 
Arab nations’ support for re-
suming a comprehensive peace 
process towards a two-state 
solution that guarantees Pales-
tinian people rights to an inde-
pendent state based on the 1967 
borders, with East Jerusalem as 
its capital.

HRH concluded by expressing 
his gratitude and appreciation 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
its leadership, and for its sincere 
efforts and unwavering support 
for the Palestinian cause and 
regional peace.

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman told the 
summit he “holds the occupa-
tion (Israeli) authorities respon-
sible for the crimes committed 
against the Palestinian people.”

Iranian President Ebrahim 
Raisi, on his first trip to Saudi 
Arabia since the two countries 
mended ties in March, said Is-
lamic nations should designate 
the Israeli army a “terrorist or-
ganisation” for its conduct in 
Gaza.

Syrian President Bashar al-As-
sad said no Middle Eastern 
country should engage in any 
“political process” with Israel, 
including developing economic 
relations, until a lasting ceasefire 
is reached. Turkey’s President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said “it is 
a shame that Western countries, 
which always talk about human 
rights and freedoms, remain si-
lent in the face of the ongoing 
massacres in Palestine”.

Saudi slams ‘double 
standards’ in 
world’s response
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Sa u d i 
A r a b i a 

y e s t e r d a y 
denounced 
what it de-
scribed as “double stand-
ards” in the world’s re-
sponse to the Israel-Hamas 
war, saying Israel was get-
ting a pass on violations of 
international law.

“We are watching and ob-
serving the double stand-
ards and we are reassessing 
based on this the credibili-
ty of international systems. 
If there is no commitment 
binding everyone to these 
foundations, it is difficult to 
speak of these foundations 
as unifying foundations,” 
Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
told a press conference fol-
lowing a summit in the cap-
ital Riyadh.

HRH Prince Salman during talks with Jordan King yesterdayHRH Prince Salman during a meeting with Palestine President yesterday

 The international 
community must urgently 
bring forth a humanitarian 

truce that will lift the 
siege, stop the forced 

displacement of civilians, 
and steer away from 

the policy of collective 
punishment that risks 

serious repercussions both 
for the Palestinian people 

and regional security
HRH PRINCE SALMAN BIN HAMAD AL 
KHALIFA, THE CROWN PRINCE AND 

PRIME MINISTER

Leaders posing for a group picture ahead of an emergency meeting of the Arab League and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), in Riyadh yesterday

Israel warns 
Hezbollah that 
Beirut could face 
similar fate to Gaza
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yoav Gallant yesterday 

warned Hezbollah that 
launching a war would re-
sult in widespread destruc-
tion in Lebanon similar to 
that in Gaza, where Israel 
battled Hamas militants.

"If it (Hezbollah) makes 
this kind of mistake here, 
the ones who will pay the 
price will be first and fore-
most Lebanese citizens," 
Gallant told soldiers on Is-
rael's northern border in re-
marks relayed by his office.

"What we're doing in 
Gaza, we can also do in Bei-
rut."

Doctors Without Borders (MSF) said on X, formerly Twitter, that “the attacks against Al-Shifa Hospital have 
dramatically intensified. Our staff at the hospital have reported a catastrophic situation inside.”

The final declaration yesterday rejected Israeli claims that it is acting in “self-defence” and demanded that the 
United Nations Security Council adopt “a decisive and binding resolution” to halt Israel’s “aggression”.

Hezbollah’s chief Hassan Nasrallah said the group was using new weapons in its attacks against Israel
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The Bahrain Riders Club, in collaboration with the 
King Hamad American Mission Hospital, organized 
a special lecture and discussion titled "Men's 
Health Awareness." The event, held on Friday at the 
auditorium of the King Hamad American Mission 
Hospital in A'Ali, welcomed club members and fellow 
riders. The lecture and discussion centered around 
key topics: Psychological health, Suicide prevention, 
Testicular cancer, and Prostate cancer. Hospital 
consultants, Dr. Monish Cherian (Consultant Urologist) 
and Dr. Vivek Mathew (Psychiatrist), presented and 
engaged with participants on these vital subjects. This 
event coincided with the International Day Against 
Men's Disease and the ‘November Movement,' an 
annual initiative dedicated to raising awareness 
throughout November to reduce the incidence of 
reproductive diseases and prostate cancer in men. 
The Bahrain Riders Club regularly organises such 
sessions in conjunction with international forums to 
conduct educational campaigns aimed at reducing 
the occurrence of childhood cancer, breast cancer in 
women, and reproductive diseases in men.

MP urges corrective 
action on violations for 
improved efficiency 
TDT | Manama 

MP Dr. Maryam Al-Dhaen 
stressed the critical need 

for addressing the reported 
violations in the Financial and 
Administrative Audit Bureau's 
report for the year 2022-2023. 

“This would raise the raise 
the efficiency of government 
work and reduce violations,” 
Dr Al Dhaen said, adding that 
it would significantly contrib-
ute to sustainable develop-
ment, in line with the vision 
of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and reform 
project.

Al-Dhaen commended the 
Financial and Administrative 
Control Bureau for its exem-
plary oversight and profes-
sionalism, evident in the un-
qualified opinion on all final 
accounts and financial state-
ments of the ministries and 
government agencies under 
its purview for the fiscal year 
ending December 31, 2022. 
This included the unified fi-
nal account of the state and 
the reserve account for future 
generations.

Emphasising the report's 
significance in enhancing 
oversight and serving as a cru-
cial reference for MPs in their 

oversight responsibilities, she 
underscored the potential 
for improving and evolving 
the government's operational 
framework under the leader-
ship of His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince, and 
Prime Minister.

Dr. Al-Dhaen stressed the 
necessity to diligently address 
violations and undertake es-
sential measures against viola-
tors, advocating for adherence 
to principles of transparency, 
control, and the preservation 
of public funds.

MP Dr. Maryam Al-Dhaen

Municipalities have not surveyed 
underground wells since 1980

 Oversight report reveals lack of inspection and monitoring

Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

A recent oversight report 
from the Bureau of Fi-
nancial and Adminis-

trative Control has revealed a 
noteworthy negligence in the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Agriculture’s assessments 
of underground wells in Bahrain 
spanning the last forty years, 
said a report published by our 
sister paper, Al Ayyam. 

In response to the report, the 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Agriculture, in collabora-
tion with the Capital Secretariat 
and the three municipalities, 
has explained that a public ten-
der was initiated in November 
2022 for a well survey project.

However, the bids received 
exceeded the allocated budget, 
and the bidders did not meet the 
tender conditions. Consequent-
ly, the ministry plans to reissue 
the tender in coordination with 
the Survey and Land Registra-
tion Authority to leverage their 
expertise in the field.

The oversight report also 
highlights the Ministry’s dis-
continuation of monitoring the 
quality and characteristics of 

groundwater extracted from 
production wells since Decem-
ber 2020. This lack of oversight 
poses potential implications for 
public health and safety.

In response, the Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Agricul-
ture has stated that it is current-
ly developing a draft ministeri-
al decision that would require 
the industrial and commercial 
sector to submit certified lab-
oratory reports on the quality 
of groundwater used in their 
facilities.

Additionally, the ministry 
aims to provide field inspectors 
with a device capable of analyz-

ing the percentage of dissolved 
solids in water (TDS) and its pH 
during their visits.

Another significant finding 
in the report indicates that the 
Ministry has failed to take action 
against owners of groundwater 
wells who have not installed 
meters to measure the amount 
of water extracted, which is a 
violation of Article 20 of the 
Groundwater Law.

The Ministry has affirmed 
its commitment to address this 
issue and hold well owners ac-
countable for installing meters 
and ensuring compliance with 
regulations.

Moreover, the report reveals 
that the ministry has stopped 
taking readings from the 2,480 
mechanical groundwater well 
meters since March 2022, mak-
ing it impossible to determine 
the quantity of water being 
withdrawn from these wells.

To rectify this situation, the 
Ministry has pledged to resume 
regular meter readings and em-
phasised the importance of en-
couraging well owners to install 
smart meters for streamlined 
data collection.

The report also highlights the 
Ministry's failure to inspect li-
censed groundwater well sites 
since January 2020. With a total 
of 2,660 unmonitored wells, the 
ministry’s inability to identi-
fy potential violations poses a 
significant threat to Bahrain's 
groundwater resources.

In response to these concerns, 
the Ministry of Municipal Af-
fairs and Agriculture has ini-
tiated a restructuring process 
for all its departments. With 
the issuance of Decree No. (15) 
Of 2023, the ministry aims to 
strengthen its human resourc-
es and enhance its capacity to 
effectively carry out inspection 
tasks. Countries extending aid to Gaza!

Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

The Egyptian Red Crescent 
has released an official 

statement detailing the gen-
erous humanitarian aid contri-
butions from various countries 
to support the people of Gaza.

Leading the charge, Bah-
rain, under the directives of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa, dispatched an 
impressive 79 tons of aid to 
Gaza. This substantial contri-
bution sets the stage for the 
collective international effort 
that unfolds.

Algeria, Brazil, Britain, Co-
lombia, Denmark, Egypt, the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
France, Greece, India, Indo-
nesia, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Libya, Malaysia, Mo-
rocco, Pakistan, Qatar, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, Turkey, 
Turkmenistan, and Venezuela 
have all responded to the ur-
gent call for assistance.

Together, these nations have 
amassed a staggering total of 
nearly 9,000 tons of aid. The 
contributions span a range of 
crucial resources, including 
food, medical supplies, and re-

lief materials that will provide 
much-needed relief to the be-
leaguered population of Gaza.

Egypt, at the forefront of aid 
provision, has exemplified its 
commitment by dispatching a 
monumental 6,944.29 tons of 
aid to Gaza.

This substantial contribu-
tion underscores the country’s 
unwavering support for its 
neighbors in times of distress.

The collective efforts of 
these countries signify a re-
sounding message of compas-
sion and solidarity.

As the international com-
munity rallies to address the 
dire situation in Gaza, hopes 
are rekindled for a brighter fu-
ture. The aid serves as a lifeline 
for the vulnerable population, 
offering them a glimmer of 
hope amidst the challenges 
they face.

Shura chairman calls for peace, 
international intervention for 
Palestinian Rights
TDT | Manama 

Ali bin Saleh Al 
Saleh, Chair-

man of the Shura 
Council, yester-
day voiced Bah-
rain’s steadfast 
commitment to 
the rightful claims 
of the Palestinian 
people, in line with the two-
state solution, international 
legitimacy resolutions, and the 
Arab Peace Initiative.

Al Saleh highlighted the 
imperative of peace as a stra-
tegic pathway ensuring re-
gional populace protection, 
particularly for the Palestinian 
community, necessitating an 
international and humanitar-
ian intervention to quell esca-
lating conflicts.

In this regard, he commend-
ed the speech delivered on 
behalf of HM King Hamad by 

His Royal High-
ness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince 
and Prime Min-
ister, at the Joint 
A r a b - I s l a m i c 
Extraordinary 
Summit in Saudi 
Arabia.

The Shura Chairman high-
lighted the kingdom’s call for 
the establishment of an inde-
pendent international com-
mittee, as put forth in HM’s 
speech, to oversee the safety 
of Palestinians, conduct an im-
partial investigation into the 
rising violence, facilitate the 
release of prisoners from both 
sides, and assess the extent of 
damages. This effort reflects 
Bahrain’s unwavering com-
mitment to devising avenues 
and mechanisms to safeguard 
innocent civilians.

Shura to review response to Royal Speech, 
amend Arab Charter on Human Rights
TDT | Manama 

The Shura Council will 
today review a report re-

sponding to the Royal Speech 
delivered by His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa. 

The report, by the commit-
tee chaired by Jamal Muham-
mad Fakhro, the First Deputy 
Speaker of the Council, will be 
considered during the second 
session of the sixth legislative 
term of the Shura and Repre-
sentatives Councils.

The committee comprises 
several members, including 
Dr. Jihad Abdullah Al-Fadil, 
the Second Deputy Speaker of 
the Shura Council, and others 
such as Dr. Jamila Muham-
mad Redha Al-Salman, Khaled 
Hussein Al-Maskati, Dalal Jas-
sim Al-Zayed, Reda Ibrahim 
Monfardi, Reda Abdullah Fa-
raj, Sabika Khalifa Al-Fadala, 
Talal Muhammad Al-Mannai, 
Abdul Rahman Muhammad 
Jamsheer, and Dr. Abdulaziz 

Abdullah Ajman.
The Council will also dis-

cuss a report presented by 
the Human Rights Commit-
tee concerning a draft law for 
amending the Arab Charter 
on Human Rights, aiming to 
rename the “Arab Human 
Rights Committee” to the 
“Arab Charter Committee for 
Human Rights.” The amend-
ment aligns with the decision 
made by the Council of the 
League of Arab States at the 
ministerial level.

Bahrain Riders Club
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Deadly cigarette leads 
to tragic hotel death

Police traces fatality in hotel to lethal pre-rolled cigarette sold by drug peddler 

• Court awards 15 year 
jail term, BD10,000 fine, 
drug peddler files appeal

• Victim’s friend gets a 
year in jail, BD1,000 fine 

TDT | Manama 

A young man found dead in 
a hotel room in the King-
dom was determined by 

police to have been killed by a 
lethal cigarette he smoked be-
fore going to sleep. 

Authorities disclosed that 
the victim and his friend had 
purchased a contaminated pre-

rolled cigarette from a drug ped-
dler whom they encountered 
outside their hotel.

According to the police, the 
victim, an Asian national who 
arrived in Bahrain just last year, 

had a habit of purchasing and 
smoking illegal drug-filled ciga-
rettes from such peddlers.

A competent court in the Kin-
gom sentenced the drug peddler 
to a 15-year jail term and fined 
him BD10,000, while the de-
ceased’s friend received a lighter 
sentence of a year in jail and a 
BD1,000 fine.

However, the drug peddler has 
appealed the verdict, which the 
High Criminal Appeals Court 
is set to hear on the 19th of this 
month.

Both individuals also faces de-
portation after their jail terms 
conclude, with a ban on re-entry 
imposed by the court.

Court files say, police were 
notified of the death by the hotel 

reception, who were alerted by 
the victim’s friend sharing the 
same room.

During interrogation, the 
friend revealed that the victim 
had smoked a cigarette they 
purchased for BD5 from an ac-
quaintance outside the hotel, 
out of curiosity, unaware of the 
lethal substance in the cigarette.

“After smoking, my friend 
went to sleep but didn’t wake 
up,” he told the police, adding, 
“I immediately alerted the hotel 
reception.”

Law enforcement officers, 
who reached the scene imme-
diately, rushed the victim to a 
hospital while questioning the 
friend.

Police said they also discov-

ered undisclosed quantities of 
illegal drugs during a search of 
the hotel room.

Later, the victim’s friend ad-
mitted to regular drug purchases 
from a dealer near the hotel.

Following his description, the 
police identified and apprehend-
ed the drug peddler, later con-
firmed by the deceased person’s 
friend as the one who sold them 
the deadly cigarette.

Further investigation revealed 
the drug peddler’s operations 
in the hotel vicinity, targeting 
customers on the streets.

The Public  Prosecution 
charged the suspects with pos-
session and distribution of illegal 
substances within the Kingdom.

Representative picture

Man steals BD11,000 given for converting 
to US dollar; Court upholds year in jail 

TDT | Manama 

The Court of Cassation has 
confirmed a one-year pris-

on sentence awarded to a man 
found guilty of embezzling mon-
ey from an associate.

The incident traces back to 
a year ago when the victim en-
listed the accused’s services to 
convert 11,000 Bahraini dinars 
into US dollars. 

As per court records, the ac-
cused had agreed to handle the 
currency exchange and return 
the equivalent funds to the vic-
tim. Regrettably, after receiving 

the money, the accused allegedly 
reneged on the transaction, fail-
ing to return the funds as agreed. 

Prosecutors assert that the 
accused diverted the money for 
personal use instead of honour-
ing the agreed-upon arrange-
ment, despite repeated pleas 
from the victim.

Faced with unresponsiveness, 
the victim lodged a formal com-
plaint, submitting social media 
exchanges as evidence of the 
transaction. An investigation 
ensued. 

Following a thorough review 
of evidence, the lower court 

found the accused guilty of em-
bezzlement, resulting in a one-
year prison sentence last year.

Unsatisfied, the convicted in-
dividual appealed the ruling, but 
the appellate court dismissed 
the plea. 

With no other recourse, the 
defence escalated the case to 
the Court of Cassation, Bahrain’s 

highest judicial authority.
In a recent ruling, the Court 

of Cassation upheld the initial 
one-year jail term. This deci-
sion marks the culmination of 
legal proceedings, affirming the 
convicted individual’s imprison-
ment for misappropriating en-
trusted funds meant for a service 
previously agreed upon.

Despite the victim’s intent to convert BD11,000 into 
US dollars through an agreed-upon exchange, the 
accused not only failed to fulfill this but allegedly 

diverted the funds for personal use.

KYC update fraud strikes yet again: 
Victim loses BD1,800 to scammers 
TDT | Manama 

Despite numerous aware-
ness campaigns, a bank 
date update fraud case 

has struck yet another victim 
in the Kingdom, resulting in 
the loss of BD1,800 after divulg-
ing sensitive banking details to 
scammers.

The victim, an Asian national, 
lamented the loss of BD1,800 
from his account after submit-
ting personal information via 
an electronic link, purportedly 
for updating his banking data.

Investigations revealed that 
the deceptive message falsely 
claimed association with a fi-
nance service provider known 
to the victim. Succumbing to 
the ruse, the victim keyed in his 
account number, ID card spe-
cifics, and a verification code 
received for the update.

Shockingly, the victim said he 
received after some time text 
notifications confirming the 
withdrawal of BD1,800 in two 
separate instalments from his 
account. 

Swiftly, he contacted the 
bank to freeze his account and 
reported the incident to the 

police.
Authorities' probe identified 

an Asian individual, primarily 
employed as a private driver, 
with ties to fraudulent activ-
ities. 

Police said the suspect had 
accumulated a total of 5,000 
dinars, including the amount 
siphoned from the victim's ac-
count, through previous fraud-
ulent operations.

During interrogation, the 
suspect admitted to deceiving 
victims by sending fraudulent 
messages soliciting bank detail 
updates, effectively confessing 
to the scam. Another implicated 
individual disclosed receiving 
BD1,000 from the primary sus-
pect, later transferring the sum 
to undisclosed accounts.

The High Criminal Court is 
slated to review the case on the 
13th of this month.

Direct flights to Shanghai, Guangzhou
TDT | Manama 

The Bahrain Tourism and 
Exhibitions Authority 

(BTEA) revealed plans to intro-
duce direct flights to Shang-
hai and Guangzhou in January 
2024 during the World Travel 
Market (WTM) London.

Dr. Nasser Qaedi, CEO of 
BTEA, highlighted the inten-
tion to establish connections 
between Bahrain and China 
via Gulf Air, anticipating a sig-
nificant upsurge in economic 
growth and improved global 
connectivity with the world's 
second-largest economy. This 
move aims to attract a substan-
tial influx of Chinese tourists, 
enhancing Bahrain's tourism 
strategy for 2022-2026.

Jeffrey Goh, Gulf Air Group 
Holding CEO, said the operation 
of new flights linking Bahrain 
to Shanghai and Guangzhou 
will foster enhanced commer-
cial and tourism collaboration 
between the two nations.

BTEA is actively partnering 
with Chinese tourism opera-
tors, destination management 
companies, and agencies to 
position Bahrain as a premier 
tourist destination, designing 
tailored tourism packages to 
entice more Chinese visitors.

These packages cater to Chi-
nese tourists flying via Gulf Air, 

encompassing visits to Bahrain, 
accommodations ranging from 
five-star to three-star, trans-
portation services, and curat-
ed experiences across diverse 
regions. Additionally, plans for 
a roadshow in China are in the 
pipeline, aimed at promoting 
the Kingdom of Bahrain as a 
sought-after tourist hotspot.

Officials during a group photo opportunity
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Time and again we 
hear that entre-
preneurship is the 

touchstone of national de-
velopment and the small 
and medium industry is 
the lifeblood of progress. 

Bahrain has a long and 
illustrious history of independent business. It is embedded in 
the story of our pearling industry when fleets borrowed money 
to equip themselves and sail to search for the finest treasures 
in the sea and make their profits by selling the pearls to royalty, 
famous jewellers and nobility around the world. 

In turn, the exposure to technology of that time such as elec-
tric generator sets, air coolers and automobiles sparked a brisk 
series of new business ventures and 
built the fortunes of several families 
and led the way towards the modern-
ising of Bahrain.

This week, we saw the Board of 
Directors of the Entrepreneurs Organ-
isation reiterate their commitment to 
keeping the flame of business adven-
ture alive with support and nurturing 
of the entrepreneurial spirit in Bah-
rain. In a key meeting with HRH the Crown Prince and PM, 
the global mentoring body discussed future plans where 
the spotlight will be firmly on sharing success lessons and 
guiding new and future entrepreneurs.

The EO is not a school for entrepreneurs - that is a phrase 
that comes loaded with hierarchy and patronising overtones. 
Instead, it represents a global camaraderie that mentors fellow 
entrepreneurs and inspires them to push the envelope and 
build new success. After all, Bahrain has the ingredients for a 
great entrepreneurial story - the right business environment, 
the correct geographic location and the vital human resources 
- educated and eager to put their shoulder to  the wheel - to 
use as building blocks for entrepreneurship. 

I am sure the day is not far when the Manama Entrepreneur-
ial Model will take on the world.

I am sure the day 
is not far when 
the Manama 
Entrepreneurial 
Model will take 
on the world.

C A P T A I N S  C O R N E R

Building blocks for 
business success

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune 
and the President of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for Relief, Human 
Rights and Counterterrorism)

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Kingdom to raise SME financing to 
20% of retail banks’ portfolio by 2025

TDT | Manama 

Bahrain will raise the share 
of SME financing to 20% 
of retail banks local fi-

nance portfolio by end 2025, 
said the Minister of Industry 
and Commerce. 

Abdulla bin Adel Fakhro said 
the move is part of the King-
dom’s financial services sector 
development strategy 2022-
2026 and will be done in a 
phased manner. 

“Bahrain believes in the im-
portance of this vital sector, 
and has made significant efforts 
towards providing innovative, 
sustainable financing services 
that support SMEs,” the minister 
stressed.

The minister said this as he 
opened an event to support 
Small and Medium-sized Enter-
prises by Bahrain Islamic Bank 

(BisB) and the SMEs Develop-
ment Board. 

Bahrain’s SMEs Development 
Board strategy 2022-2026 fo-
cuses on the ‘Access to Finance’ 
pillar through which 13 initia-
tives have been established by 
the Board of which 10 have been 
completed. “The initiatives in-
clude ‘Al Waha’ Fund of Funds, 
Women Banking Solutions, the 
Crowdfunding Platform, the 

Bahrain Investment Market, 
Support for Phase 1 Startups, 
the Public Procurement Financ-
ing Program for SMEs – all of 
which have had a significant 
impact in developing financing 
processes,” minister said. 

The minister added that work 
is still underway to expand SME 
financing solutions and increase 
the loan portfolio of local banks, 
for which partnerships are re-

quired to achieve these objec-
tives, and BisB has focused on 
offering simplified, innovative 
banking solutions to support 
these enterprises.

Yaser Alsharifi, Chief Exec-
utive Officer of BisB, said: “We 
are committed to continue to 
provide simplified and inno-
vative financial solutions for 
our corporate customers that 
will facilitate their growth and 
unlock possibilities.

Jawad Humaidan, Chief Cor-
porate and Institutional Bank-
ing Officer at BisB, said: “This 
event reflects our commitment 
towards SMEs in the Kingdom. 
Jointly with our partners we are 
offering an integrated solution 
for our corporate customers 
that will enable growth through 
fully digital banking and financ-
ing solutions and exclusive and 
discounted service by our part-
ners.”

In pictures, minister during the opening ceremony of the event to support SMEs
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BKIC posts nine-month 
profit of BD3.96 million
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain Kuwait Insurance 
Company (BKIC) reported 
profits for third quarter 

and nine-month period of 2023, 
as permiums and investments 
grew, despite being impacted 
by change of IFRS17 discounting 
rate used in 2022 when reinstat-
ing the financials, which result-
ed in a one-time exceptional 
increase in profit for that period 
in 2022.

Third-quarter results 
Q3-2023 net profit attributa-

ble to the shareholders was BD 
1.184 million compared to BD 
0.966m for the same period last 
year, representing an increase 
of 23%. Earnings per share were 
8 fils compared to 6 fils for the 
same period of last year. Total 
comprehensive income attribut-
able to the shareholders reached 
BD 0.855m compared to BD 
0.763m in Q3-2022, registering 
an increase of 12%. The increase 
was mainly due to increased fair 
value gains recorded in the 3rd 
quarter 2023 compared to the 

same period in 2022. 
The Company achieved 14% 

growth in Insurance reve-
nue, from BD 24.863m in the 
3rd quarter of last year to BD 
28.267m in the 3rd quarter of 
the current year. The Insurance 
service results increased by 75%, 
from BD 0.590m in the 3rd quar-
ter of last year to BD 1.032m in 
the 3rd quarter of the current 
year. The Total investment in-
come increased by 9%, from BD 
0.833m in the 3rd quarter of last 
year to BD 0.912m in the 3rd 
quarter of the current year.

Nine months results

Nine-month net profit at-
tributable to the shareholders 
was BD 3.962m, compared to BD 
4.522m (reinstated) of the same 
period last year, representing a 
decrease of 12%. Earnings per 
share were 27 fils during the 
current period compared to 30 
fils of the same period last year. 
The total comprehensive in-
come attributable to the share-
holders was BD 3.386m com-
pared to BD 2.589m for the same 
period last year, registering an 
increase of 31%. 

The company achieved 5% 
growth in gross premium rev-
enue of BD 74,837m, compared 

to BD 71.178m in the first nine 
months of last year.

The Insurance service result 
decreased by 14%, to BD 3.016m 
in the nine months of this year 
compared to BD 3.511m in the 
same period last year. The net 
investment income increased 
by 31%, from BD 2.666m in the 
nine months of last year to BD 
3.505m in the same period of this 
 year. Despite growth in premi-
ums and significant improve-
ment in investments perfor-
mance, the company's net profit 
has declined compared to the 
previous year. This decline is 
primarily due to the change of 
IFRS17 discounting rate used 
in 2022 when reinstating the 
financials, which resulted in a 
one-time exceptional increase 
in profit for that period in 2022.

The Board of Directors ex-
pressed their satisfaction stat-
ing: “The Board of Directors is 
pleased with the results for the 
first nine months of 2023 as the 
company was able to achieve 
this result despite challenging 
new projects being implement-
ed in 2023.”

BKIC’s CEO Dr. Abdulla Sultan 
commented: “We would also 
like to remind our shareholders 
that the company adopted com-
pletely new accounting stand-
ards in 2023 (IFRS 17) which 
resulted in a 9-month net profit 
of BD 3.962m while last year’s 
audited financials based on 
IFRS 4, showed a 9-month net 
profit of BD 3.501m. The new 
accounting standards were put 
into effect on 1/1/2023 and the 
company had to reinstate its 
2023 financials to reflect IFRS17 
for comparison purposes. It 
is worth mentioning that the 
assumptions applied in 2022 
differed greatly from those 
currently applied as these new 
standards are a learning experi-
ence and the company continues 
enhancing its assumptions to 
become more conservative in 
2023. The gap between IFRS 17 
net profit compared the same 
period last year, narrowed to 
BD 0.560m compared from the 
position of the first nine months, 
due to fine tuning of the as-
sumptions as the standard is still  
evolving.”

Dr Abdulla Sultan Murad Ali Murad, Chairman

Nissan introduces new 2024 Nissan Sunny in Bahrain
TDT | Manama

Y.K. Almoayyed & Sons, the 
sole distributor of Nissan in 

Bahrain has introduced the new 
2024 Nissan Sunny. 

Visual enhancements to the 
2024 Nissan Sunny include a 
redesigned front fascia with an 
updated version of the brand’s 
immediately recognizable V-mo-
tion grille, new Nissan brand 
logos, and a new 17-inch alloy 
wheel design that fills the wheel 
arches. A striking color palette 
comprising of eight exterior 
colors is accompanied by five 
unique interior color options 
across different grades, with the 

added option of cloth or leather, 
to suit varying preferences. 

Av a i l a b l e  i n  f i v e  f e a -
ture-packed grades, the 2024 

Nissan Sunny is equipped with 
a number of innovative Nissan 
Intelligent Mobility (NIM) fea-
tures, including Nissan Safety 

Shield® 360 for comprehensive 
protection. Notable features 
include Intelligent Emergen-
cy Braking, Intelligent Forward 
Collision Warning, Intelligent 
Driver Alertness, Intelligent 
Around View Monitor with 
Moving Object Detection, Blind 
Spot Warning, and Rear Cross 
Traffic Alert.

Ahmed Al Dailami, General 
Manager, Nissan Bahrain, said: 
“Since its introduction over 50 
years ago, the Nissan Sunny has 
consistently adapted to meet the 
evolving needs of our customers, 
remaining a preferred choice for 
individuals and small families 
due to its exceptional adaptabil-

ity and unmatched value. The 
2024 Nissan Sunny continues 
to surpass expectations for af-
fordable compact sedans, setting 
new standards with the most 
comprehensive array of safety 
technologies in its class, while 
continuing to be fun to drive.” 

More Features Across All 
Grades

Raising the bar for safety in 
the segment, the 2024 Nissan 
Sunny offers customers Rear 
Parking Sensors and Rear Seat 
Alert. A few notable conven-
ience features include Cruise 
Control available as standard 
across all trims, Wireless Charg-
er, USB-C charging port, Vehicle 

Dynamic Control (VDC), Hill 
Start Assist, available Intelligent 
Key, and electronically adjusta-
ble side view mirrors with turn 
indicators. 

Customers stand to benefit 
from a 7-inch infotainment dis-
play with Apple CarPlay and An-
droid Auto connectivity, as well 
as an available Rear View Cam-
era and Automatic LED Head-
lamps. The 2024 Sunny pushes 
the bar further with a new In-
telligent Key and a six-speaker 
audio system, visually differen-
tiating itself with a bold set of 
17-inch Machined Alloy Wheels, 
Rear Spoiler, and a unique  
grille. 

Beyon Group wins 3 MEA Business Technology Achievement awards
TDT | Manama

Beyon has been recognised 
by MEA Business in its an-

nual Technology Achievement 
Awards, which highlights or-
ganisations for their exception-
al innovation, leadership, and 
excellence in technology in the 
Middle East and Africa region. 
The achievement awards attract 
leading organisations in the tel-

ecoms and technology sector 
vying for honours in 15 differ-
ent categories including eCom-
merce, Telecoms, Technology, 
Cloud Services, Sustainability 
and more.

This year Beyon has won 
three achievement awards, for 
its sustainability programme, 
innovative Mobile app and eSIM 
technology.

In the Sustainability Pro-

grammes category Beyon was 
the recipient of the Exceptional 
Products and Services Achieve-
ment Award for its outstanding 
contribution to energy saving 
initiatives, centred on reducing 
carbon through its Solar Park, 
introducing innovative robotic 
cleaning, powering off-grid mo-
bile sites 24/7, and using smart 
inverter cooling, which all show-
case Beyon’s commitment to a 

cleaner living environment.
Batelco, part of the Beyon 

Group, won the Outstanding 
Sector Leadership and Growth 
Award in the Software category 
for Batelco’s Mobile App, which 
combines informative, interac-
tive and transactional features, 
enabling users to manage all 
their telecom services seamless-
ly and conveniently.

In the Telecoms Category 

Batelco was the winner of the 
Innovative Collaborations and 
Partnerships award for its col-
laboration with BMW to enable 
the use of eSIM technology in 
BMW Vehicles, turning the lat-
est BMW model into a smart-
phone on wheels. Batelco was 
the first in Bahrain and the GCC 
and among 9 pioneering oper-
ators worldwide to launch the 
innovate service.

Moody’s 
downgrades US 
debt rating outlook 
to negative
Washington, United States

Moody ’s  o n  F r i day 
downgraded its out-

look on US debt to negative 
from stable, one week be-
fore crucial budget negoti-
ations in Congress.

For now, the agency has 
maintained its Aaa rating on 
US government debt.

“In the context of higher 
interest rates, without ef-
fective fiscal policy meas-
ures to reduce government 
spending or increase reve-
nues, Moody’s expects that 
the US’s fiscal deficits will 
remain very large, signifi-
cantly weakening debt af-
fordability,” the agency said.

The US Treasury imme-
diately voiced its disagree-
ment with Moody’s deci-
sion.

“The American econ-
omy remains strong, and 
Treasury securities are the 
world’s preeminent safe and 
liquid asset,” Deputy Secre-
tary of the Treasury Wally 
Adeyemo in a statement.

“The Biden Adminis-
tration has demonstrated 
its commitment to fiscal 
sustainability, including 
through the more than $1 
trillion in deficit reduction 
included in the June debt 
limit deal as well as Presi-
dent Biden’s budget propos-
als that would reduce the 
deficit by nearly $2.5 trillion 
over the next decade.”

The US budget deficit, 
published last month for 
the 2023 fiscal year ending 
September 30, has widened 
to $1.7 trillion.

Due to interest rate hikes 
by the US central bank to 
curb inflation, the cost of 
debt for the United States 
has ballooned, with Wash-
ington paying $162 billion 
more for interest in the 
last fiscal year compared 
to 2022.

Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak Bin Daina, Minister of Oil and 
Environment and Special Envoy for Climate Affairs, held talks 
yesterday with Matthew Luckhurst, Managing Director of APM 
Terminals Bahrain, the operating company of Khalifa bin Salman 
Port. Isa Al Qattami, Chief Government & Security Affairs Officer 
attended the meeting. The minister was briefed on the company’s 
important programmes, plans, and ways to enhance cooperation 
to support Bahrain’s development efforts. He emphasised 
the importance of strategic cooperation with companies and 
institutions for environmental protection and sustainable 
development, fostering technical and logistical capabilities. 
Luckhurst commended Bahrain’s support for specialised companies 
and the minister’s keenness to further enhance cooperation.



Grain tune: Indian PM’s millet 
music gets Grammy nod

AFP | New Delhi

India’s Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has made an 

entry into the halls of global 
music with a song featuring 
him and his passion for millet 
nominated for a Grammy.

“Abundance In Millets” 
by Falu and Gaurav Shah, a 
tune the musicians say was 
“written and performed” with 
the prime minister, features 
speeches by Modi expounding 
the benefits of his favourite 
grain.

India is the world’s largest 
producer and second-larg-
est exporter of millet, a glu-
ten-free grain which can grow 
on marginal land with limited 
water, and Modi’s government 
has been working to boost its 
production and consumption 
since coming to power in 2014.

“Millets are a wonder”, 
Falu and Shah sing, ponder-
ing “what if we could change 
the world?”

The tune was nominat-
ed Friday in the Best Global 
Music Performance category, 
alongside six others, ranging 
from Nigerian Afrobeat star 
Burna Boy and Davido, to 
Mexico’s Silvana Estrada and 

Franco-Lebanese trumpeter 
Ibrahim Maalouf.

Grammy-winning Indi-
an-American singer Falguni 
Shah, popularly known as Falu, 
has said the song was a “smart 
idea” from Modi himself who 
collaborated in its making to 
realise his “vision” of helping 
overcome hunger and alleviate 
poverty in the world.

The song was “written and 
performed with Honoura-
ble Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to help farmers grow 
millets and help end world 
hunger”, Falu said on X in 
June.

Modi, 73, has called the tune 
“very creative” and said he 
believes it “will inspire more 
people to embrace millets for 
healthy living!”

It was India’s suggestion 
that the United Nations de-
clare 2023 as the Internation-
al Year of Millets, and at the 
G20 summit in September in 
New Delhi world leaders were 
served an all-vegetarian dinner 
dominated by millet.

Millet was a staple food 
in many regions of India for 
thousands of years, and was 
eaten as porridge, flatbread, 
dosa pancakes and with lentils.
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11.11.11. stands for the 
end of a World War, but 

also Europe’s inability to 
prevent the next… Ending 
the cycle of war means 
rising above national or 
religious barriers and his-
toric hatreds. Never is that 
message more necessary 
than in today’s world !

@guyverhofstadt

We cannot address 
the cl imate ca-

tastrophe without tack-
ling its root cause: fossil 
fuel dependence. Leaders 
must #ActNow to save 
humanity from the worst 
impacts of climate chaos 
& profit from the extraor-
dinary benefits of renew-
able energy.

@antonioguterres

Today, we honor the 
story of our veterans 

– the story of our nation at 
its best. On Veterans Day, 
let’s recommit to fulfilling 
our one sacred obligation 
as a nation: to prepare 
those we send into harm’s 
way and care for them and 
their families when they 
come home.

@POTUS

Hospitals must be 
places of greater 

safety, not of war. #Gaza
@UNReliefChief

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u A close ally of 
Myanmar’s top general 
has been imprisoned 

for five years on corruption charges, 
state media said yesterday. In recent 
months, the military – which has faced armed 
resistance since seizing power in a 2021 coup 
– has detained a number of officials as the 
civil conflict batters the already struggling 
economy. The cash-strapped junta is also 

battling a recent offensive in the north by ethnic armed groups that has choked 
vital cross-border commerce with China and poses the most serious military 
challenge to the generals since they took power.

 u FBI agents seized the New 
York mayor’s cell phones and 
other devices, his campaign 
lawyer said Friday, in an apparent escalation 
of a federal investigation into campaign 
fundraising. The seizure appears to be part 
of a corruption investigation into whether Eric 
Adams’ 2021 campaign conspired with Turkey’s 
government and others. “On Monday night, 
the FBI approached the mayor after an event. 
The Mayor immediately complied with the FBI’s request and provided them with 
electronic devices,” said Boyd Johnson, the campaign’s attorney.

 u North Korea’s foreign 
ministry yesterday slammed 
US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken’s comments on Pyongyang’s 
relations with Moscow, saying the remarks 
would “only escalate the dangerous political 
and military tension” on the peninsula. 
Blinken was in Seoul earlier this week after 
attending a G7 foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Japan. He met with South Korean President 

Yoon Suk Yeol and other top officials. During his visit to the South Korean 
capital, he said military ties between Pyongyang and Moscow were “growing and 
dangerous”, and urged Beijing, Pyongyang’s main ally, to restrain the nuclear-
armed North. Pyongyang yesterday condemned Blinken and said his comments 
were “irresponsible and provocative”.

Ally of Myanmar junta chief 
jailed for corruption: state media

North Korea slams Blinken’s 
comments on ties with Moscow

FBI agents seized New York 
mayor’s cell phones: lawyer

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a speech

Combat hits Gaza hospitals 
as Israel confronts toll fears
• Gaza’s largest 
hospital, Al-Shifa, 
repeatedly hit, losing 
power for hours after a 
generator was targeted

AFP | Jerusalem

Gaza hospitals reported 
being under constant fire 
and running on nearly ex-

hausted supplies as Israel reject-
ed key allies’ condemnation of 
a rising civilian death toll in the 
Hamas-controlled territory.

The director of the besieged 
Palestinian territory’s largest hos-
pital, Al-Shifa, said yesterday the 
compound was struck repeated-
ly overnight and lost power for 
hours after its generator was hit.

“We received calls about doz-
ens of dead and hundreds wound-
ed in air and artillery strikes, but 
our ambulances weren’t able to 
go out because of gunfire,” said 
hospital director Mohammad Abu 
Salmiya.

Israel has denied targeting hos-
pitals and its army has accused 
Hamas of using the medical fa-
cilities as command centres and 

hideouts, a charge the Palestinian 
group denies.

The Hamas-run Gaza health 
ministry said dozens of prema-
ture babies at Al-Shifa compound 
were at risk of dying because the 
lack of generator fuel meant their 
incubators could be shut down 
yesterday as fighting raged.

They added one of the babies 
had died, and one person was 
killed and several others wound-
ed in a strike on Al-Shifa early 
yesterday.

The suffering in Gaza has 

prompted growing calls for a halt 
in five weeks of fighting in order 
to protect civilian lives and allow 
humanitarian aid into the densely 
populated territory.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said Israel had the right 
to defend itself but urged it to 
stop strikes on civilians in Gaza: 
“These babies, these ladies, 
these old people are bombed and 
killed.”

The Gaza health ministry says 
Israeli fighting has killed more 
than 11,000 people, also mostly 

civilians and thousands of them 
children.

Islamic Jihad, another Palestin-
ian armed group present in Gaza, 
said yesterday its “fighters are 
engaged in fierce clashes in the 
vicinity of Al-Shifa hospital com-
plex” and other areas of Gaza City, 
claiming to have caused “casual-
ties in the ranks of the (Israeli) 
enemy forces”.

‘Far too many’ deaths 
Concern over the civilian toll 

has also come from staunch Israel 
ally Washington, with US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken 
saying Friday: “Far too many Pal-
estinians have been killed.”

The conflict has stoked regional 
tensions, with deadly cross-bor-
der exchanges between the Israeli 
army and Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
movement.

In northern Gaza, the director 
of the Indonesian hospital said 
lack of fuel forced the facility to 
cut power to thinks like their de-
salination plant, scanners and 
lifts.

“The hospital is working with 
30-40 percent of its capacity,” 
Atef Al-Kahlot said.

“We call on the honourable 
people of the world, if any of them 
are left, to put pressure on the 
occupation forces to supply the 
Indonesian hospital and the rest 
of the hospitals in the Gaza Strip.”

Hospitals have become key sites 
for Palestinians seeking refuge 
from the intense gun battles and 
bombardment.

A wounded boy at the Indone-
sian hospital, Youssef Al-Najjar, 
said he was waiting for surgery 
but the necessary machines were 
off due to lack of power.

“I’m very thirsty but I’m not 
allowed to drink or eat until the 
operation is done,” he added.

Twenty of Gaza’s 36 hospitals 
are “no longer functioning”, the 
UN’s humanitarian agency said.

Two premature babies die at Gaza 
hospital: Israeli NGO citing doctors

AFP | Jerusalem

Two premature babies have 
died due to power cuts at 

Gaza’s largest hospital, Physi-
cians for Human Rights Israel 
said yesterday, citing doctors 
there, as fighting rages around 
the Al-Shifa complex.

“As a result of the lack of 
electricity, we can report that 
the neonatal intensive care 
unit has stopped working. Two 
premature infants have died, 
and there is a real risk to the 
lives of 37 other premature 
infants” at Al-Shifa hospital, 
the Israeli doctors’ group said 
in a statement.

No fuel has entered Gaza in 
more than five weeks of war, 
prompting multiple hospitals 
and clinics relying on genera-
tors to shut down.

“The hospital is besieged, 
with no option to bring in the 
corpses and injured people 
sprawled outside. There is no 
movement in or out of the hos-
pital,” Physicians for Human 

Rights Israel said.
The Israeli military has 

denied there is a siege at the 
hospital, where thousands of 
residents have taken shelter, as 
troops battle Palestinian mili-
tants in the area.

Heavy gunfire and explo-
sions were heard through-
out yesterday from AFP’s live 
camera, situated a few hun-
dred metres from Al-Shifa  
hospital.

“The picture we are now 
seeing at Shifa is no longer of a 
humanitarian catastrophe -- it 
is a collective death sentence,” 
Physicians for Human Rights 
Israel said.

A picture shows a view of the exterior of Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

Patients and internally displaced people are pictured at Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

Lack of generator fuel 
endangers dozens of 
premature babies in 

incubators at Al-Shifa 
hospital

KNOW WHAT

Paris 
protesters call 
for end to Gaza 
massacre

AFP | Paris

Several thousand people 
demonstrated in Paris 

yesterday under the rallying 
cry “Stop the massacre in 
Gaza”.

The left-wing organisers 
called for France to “de-
mand an immediate cease-
fire” between Israel and 
Hamas militants.

“I came to support the 
Palestinian cause, for a 
ceasefire in Gaza,” said 
engineer Ahlem Triki, a 
Palestinian flag over her 
shoulders.

“It is elementary that as 
activists or simple citizens, 
you go out on to the street 
to support the Palestini-
an people,” said 85-year-
old trade unionist Claude  
Marill.

Protesters march in Paris

764 1927 1970 1990
Tibetan troops 
occupy Chang’an for 
15 days, capital of the 
Chinese Tang Dynasty

Leon Trotsky is expelled from 
the Soviet Communist Party, 
paving the way for Joseph Stalin 
to consolidate complete power

Cyclone Bhola makes landfall in East 
Pakistan (Bangladesh) killing up 
to 500,000, making it the deadliest 
tropical cyclone ever recorded

The World Wide Web is first 
proposed by CERN computer 
scientists Tim Berners-Lee 
and Robert Cailliau
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Sudan fighting destroys strategic Khartoum bridge
AFP | Khartoum

A strategic Nile bridge in Su-
dan’s capital has collapsed, 

the army and rival paramilitar-
ies said in separate statements 
yesterday, trading blame for 
its destruction nearly seven 
months into their devastating 
war.

Witnesses reported “clear 
signs of destruction on the 
Shambat Bridge” which crosses 
the White Nile and connect-
ing Khartoum’s sister cities of 
Khartoum North and Omdur-
man.

Images posted online, which 
AFP was unable to immediately 

verify, showed a section of the 
bridge about halfway across 
the river had disappeared. Ve-

hicles, apparently damaged, lay 
on the part of the bridge still  
standing.

Pope dismisses US bishop who was prominent critic
AFP | Vatican City

Pope Francis yesterday dis-
missed US bishop Joseph 

Strickland, a prominent con-
servative who has repeatedly 
criticised his papacy, the Vati-
can announced.

The rare decision to remove 
a senior Catholic figure came 
after Francis sent two US bish-
ops to visit Strickland’s Texas 
diocese in June.

“The Holy Father has relieved 
from the pastoral governance of 
the diocese of Tyler (US) Joseph 
E. Strickland,” the Vatican said 
in a statement.

It said the bishop of Austin, 
Joe Vasquez, had been named 
as apostolic administrator of 
the diocese, but gave no further 
details.

The Vatican has not said what 
sparked the apostolic visitation 

this summer -- which Strick-
land himself made public -- or 
what conclusions were drawn.

But Strickland, appointed by 
former pope Benedict XVI in 
2012, was one of the most prom-
inent critics of Pope Francis.

The Argentine pope, 86, has 
sought to forge a more compas-
sionate Church, open to differ-
ent views.

But he has faced intense op-
position from critics -- particu-
larly in the United States -- who 
accused him of causing confu-
sion and failing to uphold key 
Catholic beliefs.

In a message earlier this 
year on X, formerly Twitter, 
Strickland accused the pope 
of “undermining the deposit of  
faith”.

In a blog posted on his web-
site in September, the bishop 
addressed rumours that he was 
being encouraged by the Vati-
can to step down.

“I cannot resign as bishop of 
Tyler because that would be me 
abandoning the flock” under his 
care, he wrote.

Smoke rises from north of Khartoum (file photo)

Pope Francis

Moscow targets Kyiv region 
after a long period of calm

AFP | Kyiv

A missile targeted Kyiv 
yesterday, ending nearly 

two months of relative calm 
in the Ukrainian capital, 
while frontline regions fend-
ed off waves of drone attacks  
overnight.

Ukraine is bracing for a 
renewed Russian aerial on-
slaught this winter, after sys-
tematic strikes last year tar-
geted the country’s energy 
grid, leaving thousands with-
out heating or electricity in 
freezing temperatures for long 
periods.

“After a long pause of 52 
days, the enemy renewed mis-
sile attacks on Kyiv,” said the 
head of the Kyiv city military 
administration Sergiy Popko.

He added that the Russians 
had launched a missile attack 
on the capital yesterday morn-
ing.

AFP journalists in central 

Kyiv heard two strong explo-
sions and saw trails in the sky 
at dawn.

Air sirens sounded soon af-
ter that.

Asked why the alarm had 
gone off after the explosion, air 
force spokesman Yuriy Ignat 
said on television that “ballis-
tic missiles fly extremely fast 
and are not as visible as cruise 
missiles on the radars.”

The air force said it was clar-
ifying whether the capital had 
been targeted by an Iskander 
ballistic missile, or by an S-400 
anti-aircraft missile.

P r e s i d e n t  Vo l o d y m y r 
Zelensky said Tuesday that 
Ukraine had deployed more 
Western air defence systems, 
as it braces for a second full 
winter of Russian attacks on 
energy facilities. Air defences 
last downed a missile in Kyiv 
on September 21. The falling 
debris wounded seven people, 
including a child.

Thousands march in London at Armistice Day pro-Palestinian demo
AFP | London

Hu g e  c r o w d s  m a r c h e d 
through the British capital 

yesterday, as pro-Palestinian sup-
porters made their latest mass call 
for a ceasefire, with police out 
in force to prevent clashes with 
counter-protesters.

The “National March for Pal-
estine”, organised by the Stop 
the War Coalition, set off after a 
two-minutes’ silence to remem-
ber Britain’s war dead on Armi-
stice Day was observed at The 
Cenotaph war memorial in cen-
tral London at 1100 GMT.

Huge crowds of protesters 
waved black, red, white and 
green Palestinian flags and held 
aloft placards proclaiming “Stop 
Bombing Gaza”, just over a month 
since the crisis began.

As the march set off, protest-
ers shouted “free Palestine” and 
“ceasefire now”.

London’s Metropolitan Police 

has made a total of nearly 100 ar-
rests at previous pro-Palestinian 
marches.

But yesterday’s march has gen-

erated concern because it coin-
cides with Armistice Day, com-
memorating the end of fighting in 
World War I in 1918 -- and polit-
ical criticisms about the policing 
operation.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
made a late plea for calm late on 
Friday, calling for protesters to do 
so “respectfully and peacefully”.

Met Police deputy assistant 
commissioner Laurence Tay-
lor said march organisers had 
changed the route from Hyde 
Park to the US Embassy in south 
London to ensure it will not pass 
any landmark memorials.

Previous events have seen 
“small groups break away” and 
that “their behaviour has been 
escalating and becoming more vi-
olent”, Taylor, who is leading the 
policing operation, told reporters.

Israel drone strikes deep into Lebanese territory: official media
AFP | London

An Israeli drone struck yester-
day a vehicle deep in Leba-

nese territory, official media in 
Lebanon said, after weeks of skir-
mishes mainly limited to border 
areas since the Israel-Hamas war 
began.

Lebanon’s National News Agen-
cy (NNA) said “an enemy drone 
targeted a pick-up truck” on a 
farmland in the Zahrani area on 
Lebanon’s coast, some 45 kilo-
metres (28 miles) from the Israe-
li border, without reporting any 
casualties.

The frontier between the two 
countries has seen daily exchang-
es of fire, mainly between Leb-
anon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah 

movement and Israel, since Oc-
tober 7 when attacks on Israel by 
Palestinian militant group Hamas 

sparked war.
Yesterday’s was the deepest Is-

raeli strike on Lebanese territory 

since the latest hostilities began. 
It also came hours before Hezbol-
lah chief Hassan Nasrallah was 
due to make a televised address 
at 3:00 pm (1300 GMT).

The Lebanese army prevented 
journalists from approaching the 
area, which is near the Zahrani 
power plant, one of Lebanon’s 
ailing energy facilities.

The NNA reported Israeli at-
tacks on areas near the border 
yesterday, while an AFP corre-
spondent in northern Israel re-
ported apparent incoming rocket 
fire after air raid sirens sounded.

Hezbollah said it carried out 
two cross-border attacks on Israe-
li troops yesterday, claiming they 
caused casualties.

Former Labout party leader Jeremy Corbyn (C) joins protesters with placards and 
flags taking part in the ‘National March For Palestine’ in central London

Shells fired from northern Israel fall close to the village of Yarine near Lebanon’s 
southern border with northern Israel

Croatian defence 
minister seriously 
injured in car crash
AFP | Zagreb

Croatia’s defence min-
ister was seriously in-

jured yesterday in a car col-
lision that killed the driver 
of the other vehicle, his 
ministry said.

Mario Banozic was trav-
elling in his private car and 
was leaving the town of 
Vinkovci, 276 kilometres 
(172 miles) east of the capi-
tal Zagreb, when it rammed 
into a van, a statement said.

Banozic suffered seri-
ous head injuries and was 
rushed to hospital, govern-
ment spokesman Marko 
Milic said, adding: “Accord-
ing to the doctors, his life is 
out of danger”.

Spain arrests 121 
people after giant 
child pornography 
operation
AFP | Madrid

Spanish police yesterday 
announced the arrest 

of 121 people suspected of 
making or distributing child 
pornography after a nation-
wide operation.

A statement said 118 men 
and three women had been 
arrested and nearly 500 
terabytes “of an extremely 
hard nature” seized.

Two of the men had been 
placed in detention

Police inspect the scene of Russian shelling in Kyiv, UkraineNo fuel has 
entered Gaza in 

more than five weeks 
of war, prompting 
multiple hospitals 

and clinics relying on 
generators to shut 

down



Grain tune: Indian PM’s millet 
music gets Grammy nod

AFP | New Delhi

India’s Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has made an 

entry into the halls of global 
music with a song featuring 
him and his passion for millet 
nominated for a Grammy.

“Abundance In Millets” 
by Falu and Gaurav Shah, a 
tune the musicians say was 
“written and performed” with 
the prime minister, features 
speeches by Modi expounding 
the benefits of his favourite 
grain.

India is the world’s largest 
producer and second-larg-
est exporter of millet, a glu-
ten-free grain which can grow 
on marginal land with limited 
water, and Modi’s government 
has been working to boost its 
production and consumption 
since coming to power in 2014.

“Millets are a wonder”, 
Falu and Shah sing, ponder-
ing “what if we could change 
the world?”

The tune was nominat-
ed Friday in the Best Global 
Music Performance category, 
alongside six others, ranging 
from Nigerian Afrobeat star 
Burna Boy and Davido, to 
Mexico’s Silvana Estrada and 

Franco-Lebanese trumpeter 
Ibrahim Maalouf.

Grammy-winning Indi-
an-American singer Falguni 
Shah, popularly known as Falu, 
has said the song was a “smart 
idea” from Modi himself who 
collaborated in its making to 
realise his “vision” of helping 
overcome hunger and alleviate 
poverty in the world.

The song was “written and 
performed with Honoura-
ble Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to help farmers grow 
millets and help end world 
hunger”, Falu said on X in 
June.

Modi, 73, has called the tune 
“very creative” and said he 
believes it “will inspire more 
people to embrace millets for 
healthy living!”

It was India’s suggestion 
that the United Nations de-
clare 2023 as the Internation-
al Year of Millets, and at the 
G20 summit in September in 
New Delhi world leaders were 
served an all-vegetarian dinner 
dominated by millet.

Millet was a staple food 
in many regions of India for 
thousands of years, and was 
eaten as porridge, flatbread, 
dosa pancakes and with lentils.
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11.11.11. stands for the 
end of a World War, but 

also Europe’s inability to 
prevent the next… Ending 
the cycle of war means 
rising above national or 
religious barriers and his-
toric hatreds. Never is that 
message more necessary 
than in today’s world !

@guyverhofstadt

We cannot address 
the cl imate ca-

tastrophe without tack-
ling its root cause: fossil 
fuel dependence. Leaders 
must #ActNow to save 
humanity from the worst 
impacts of climate chaos 
& profit from the extraor-
dinary benefits of renew-
able energy.

@antonioguterres

Today, we honor the 
story of our veterans 

– the story of our nation at 
its best. On Veterans Day, 
let’s recommit to fulfilling 
our one sacred obligation 
as a nation: to prepare 
those we send into harm’s 
way and care for them and 
their families when they 
come home.

@POTUS

Hospitals must be 
places of greater 

safety, not of war. #Gaza
@UNReliefChief

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u A close ally of 
Myanmar’s top general 
has been imprisoned 

for five years on corruption charges, 
state media said yesterday. In recent 
months, the military – which has faced armed 
resistance since seizing power in a 2021 coup 
– has detained a number of officials as the 
civil conflict batters the already struggling 
economy. The cash-strapped junta is also 

battling a recent offensive in the north by ethnic armed groups that has choked 
vital cross-border commerce with China and poses the most serious military 
challenge to the generals since they took power.

 u FBI agents seized the New 
York mayor’s cell phones and 
other devices, his campaign 
lawyer said Friday, in an apparent escalation 
of a federal investigation into campaign 
fundraising. The seizure appears to be part 
of a corruption investigation into whether Eric 
Adams’ 2021 campaign conspired with Turkey’s 
government and others. “On Monday night, 
the FBI approached the mayor after an event. 
The Mayor immediately complied with the FBI’s request and provided them with 
electronic devices,” said Boyd Johnson, the campaign’s attorney.

 u North Korea’s foreign 
ministry yesterday slammed 
US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken’s comments on Pyongyang’s 
relations with Moscow, saying the remarks 
would “only escalate the dangerous political 
and military tension” on the peninsula. 
Blinken was in Seoul earlier this week after 
attending a G7 foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Japan. He met with South Korean President 

Yoon Suk Yeol and other top officials. During his visit to the South Korean 
capital, he said military ties between Pyongyang and Moscow were “growing and 
dangerous”, and urged Beijing, Pyongyang’s main ally, to restrain the nuclear-
armed North. Pyongyang yesterday condemned Blinken and said his comments 
were “irresponsible and provocative”.

Ally of Myanmar junta chief 
jailed for corruption: state media

North Korea slams Blinken’s 
comments on ties with Moscow

FBI agents seized New York 
mayor’s cell phones: lawyer

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a speech

Combat hits Gaza hospitals 
as Israel confronts toll fears
• Gaza’s largest 
hospital, Al-Shifa, 
repeatedly hit, losing 
power for hours after a 
generator was targeted

AFP | Jerusalem

Gaza hospitals reported 
being under constant fire 
and running on nearly ex-

hausted supplies as Israel reject-
ed key allies’ condemnation of 
a rising civilian death toll in the 
Hamas-controlled territory.

The director of the besieged 
Palestinian territory’s largest hos-
pital, Al-Shifa, said yesterday the 
compound was struck repeated-
ly overnight and lost power for 
hours after its generator was hit.

“We received calls about doz-
ens of dead and hundreds wound-
ed in air and artillery strikes, but 
our ambulances weren’t able to 
go out because of gunfire,” said 
hospital director Mohammad Abu 
Salmiya.

Israel has denied targeting hos-
pitals and its army has accused 
Hamas of using the medical fa-
cilities as command centres and 

hideouts, a charge the Palestinian 
group denies.

The Hamas-run Gaza health 
ministry said dozens of prema-
ture babies at Al-Shifa compound 
were at risk of dying because the 
lack of generator fuel meant their 
incubators could be shut down 
yesterday as fighting raged.

They added one of the babies 
had died, and one person was 
killed and several others wound-
ed in a strike on Al-Shifa early 
yesterday.

The suffering in Gaza has 

prompted growing calls for a halt 
in five weeks of fighting in order 
to protect civilian lives and allow 
humanitarian aid into the densely 
populated territory.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said Israel had the right 
to defend itself but urged it to 
stop strikes on civilians in Gaza: 
“These babies, these ladies, 
these old people are bombed and 
killed.”

The Gaza health ministry says 
Israeli fighting has killed more 
than 11,000 people, also mostly 

civilians and thousands of them 
children.

Islamic Jihad, another Palestin-
ian armed group present in Gaza, 
said yesterday its “fighters are 
engaged in fierce clashes in the 
vicinity of Al-Shifa hospital com-
plex” and other areas of Gaza City, 
claiming to have caused “casual-
ties in the ranks of the (Israeli) 
enemy forces”.

‘Far too many’ deaths 
Concern over the civilian toll 

has also come from staunch Israel 
ally Washington, with US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken 
saying Friday: “Far too many Pal-
estinians have been killed.”

The conflict has stoked regional 
tensions, with deadly cross-bor-
der exchanges between the Israeli 
army and Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
movement.

In northern Gaza, the director 
of the Indonesian hospital said 
lack of fuel forced the facility to 
cut power to thinks like their de-
salination plant, scanners and 
lifts.

“The hospital is working with 
30-40 percent of its capacity,” 
Atef Al-Kahlot said.

“We call on the honourable 
people of the world, if any of them 
are left, to put pressure on the 
occupation forces to supply the 
Indonesian hospital and the rest 
of the hospitals in the Gaza Strip.”

Hospitals have become key sites 
for Palestinians seeking refuge 
from the intense gun battles and 
bombardment.

A wounded boy at the Indone-
sian hospital, Youssef Al-Najjar, 
said he was waiting for surgery 
but the necessary machines were 
off due to lack of power.

“I’m very thirsty but I’m not 
allowed to drink or eat until the 
operation is done,” he added.

Twenty of Gaza’s 36 hospitals 
are “no longer functioning”, the 
UN’s humanitarian agency said.

Two premature babies die at Gaza 
hospital: Israeli NGO citing doctors

AFP | Jerusalem

Two premature babies have 
died due to power cuts at 

Gaza’s largest hospital, Physi-
cians for Human Rights Israel 
said yesterday, citing doctors 
there, as fighting rages around 
the Al-Shifa complex.

“As a result of the lack of 
electricity, we can report that 
the neonatal intensive care 
unit has stopped working. Two 
premature infants have died, 
and there is a real risk to the 
lives of 37 other premature 
infants” at Al-Shifa hospital, 
the Israeli doctors’ group said 
in a statement.

No fuel has entered Gaza in 
more than five weeks of war, 
prompting multiple hospitals 
and clinics relying on genera-
tors to shut down.

“The hospital is besieged, 
with no option to bring in the 
corpses and injured people 
sprawled outside. There is no 
movement in or out of the hos-
pital,” Physicians for Human 

Rights Israel said.
The Israeli military has 

denied there is a siege at the 
hospital, where thousands of 
residents have taken shelter, as 
troops battle Palestinian mili-
tants in the area.

Heavy gunfire and explo-
sions were heard through-
out yesterday from AFP’s live 
camera, situated a few hun-
dred metres from Al-Shifa  
hospital.

“The picture we are now 
seeing at Shifa is no longer of a 
humanitarian catastrophe -- it 
is a collective death sentence,” 
Physicians for Human Rights 
Israel said.

A picture shows a view of the exterior of Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

Patients and internally displaced people are pictured at Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

Lack of generator fuel 
endangers dozens of 
premature babies in 

incubators at Al-Shifa 
hospital

KNOW WHAT

Paris 
protesters call 
for end to Gaza 
massacre

AFP | Paris

Several thousand people 
demonstrated in Paris 

yesterday under the rallying 
cry “Stop the massacre in 
Gaza”.

The left-wing organisers 
called for France to “de-
mand an immediate cease-
fire” between Israel and 
Hamas militants.

“I came to support the 
Palestinian cause, for a 
ceasefire in Gaza,” said 
engineer Ahlem Triki, a 
Palestinian flag over her 
shoulders.

“It is elementary that as 
activists or simple citizens, 
you go out on to the street 
to support the Palestini-
an people,” said 85-year-
old trade unionist Claude  
Marill.

Protesters march in Paris

764 1927 1970 1990
Tibetan troops 
occupy Chang’an for 
15 days, capital of the 
Chinese Tang Dynasty

Leon Trotsky is expelled from 
the Soviet Communist Party, 
paving the way for Joseph Stalin 
to consolidate complete power

Cyclone Bhola makes landfall in East 
Pakistan (Bangladesh) killing up 
to 500,000, making it the deadliest 
tropical cyclone ever recorded

The World Wide Web is first 
proposed by CERN computer 
scientists Tim Berners-Lee 
and Robert Cailliau

S P O T L I G H T

Sudan fighting destroys strategic Khartoum bridge
AFP | Khartoum

A strategic Nile bridge in Su-
dan’s capital has collapsed, 

the army and rival paramilitar-
ies said in separate statements 
yesterday, trading blame for 
its destruction nearly seven 
months into their devastating 
war.

Witnesses reported “clear 
signs of destruction on the 
Shambat Bridge” which crosses 
the White Nile and connect-
ing Khartoum’s sister cities of 
Khartoum North and Omdur-
man.

Images posted online, which 
AFP was unable to immediately 

verify, showed a section of the 
bridge about halfway across 
the river had disappeared. Ve-

hicles, apparently damaged, lay 
on the part of the bridge still  
standing.

Pope dismisses US bishop who was prominent critic
AFP | Vatican City

Pope Francis yesterday dis-
missed US bishop Joseph 

Strickland, a prominent con-
servative who has repeatedly 
criticised his papacy, the Vati-
can announced.

The rare decision to remove 
a senior Catholic figure came 
after Francis sent two US bish-
ops to visit Strickland’s Texas 
diocese in June.

“The Holy Father has relieved 
from the pastoral governance of 
the diocese of Tyler (US) Joseph 
E. Strickland,” the Vatican said 
in a statement.

It said the bishop of Austin, 
Joe Vasquez, had been named 
as apostolic administrator of 
the diocese, but gave no further 
details.

The Vatican has not said what 
sparked the apostolic visitation 

this summer -- which Strick-
land himself made public -- or 
what conclusions were drawn.

But Strickland, appointed by 
former pope Benedict XVI in 
2012, was one of the most prom-
inent critics of Pope Francis.

The Argentine pope, 86, has 
sought to forge a more compas-
sionate Church, open to differ-
ent views.

But he has faced intense op-
position from critics -- particu-
larly in the United States -- who 
accused him of causing confu-
sion and failing to uphold key 
Catholic beliefs.

In a message earlier this 
year on X, formerly Twitter, 
Strickland accused the pope 
of “undermining the deposit of  
faith”.

In a blog posted on his web-
site in September, the bishop 
addressed rumours that he was 
being encouraged by the Vati-
can to step down.

“I cannot resign as bishop of 
Tyler because that would be me 
abandoning the flock” under his 
care, he wrote.

Smoke rises from north of Khartoum (file photo)

Pope Francis

Moscow targets Kyiv region 
after a long period of calm

AFP | Kyiv

A missile targeted Kyiv 
yesterday, ending nearly 

two months of relative calm 
in the Ukrainian capital, 
while frontline regions fend-
ed off waves of drone attacks  
overnight.

Ukraine is bracing for a 
renewed Russian aerial on-
slaught this winter, after sys-
tematic strikes last year tar-
geted the country’s energy 
grid, leaving thousands with-
out heating or electricity in 
freezing temperatures for long 
periods.

“After a long pause of 52 
days, the enemy renewed mis-
sile attacks on Kyiv,” said the 
head of the Kyiv city military 
administration Sergiy Popko.

He added that the Russians 
had launched a missile attack 
on the capital yesterday morn-
ing.

AFP journalists in central 

Kyiv heard two strong explo-
sions and saw trails in the sky 
at dawn.

Air sirens sounded soon af-
ter that.

Asked why the alarm had 
gone off after the explosion, air 
force spokesman Yuriy Ignat 
said on television that “ballis-
tic missiles fly extremely fast 
and are not as visible as cruise 
missiles on the radars.”

The air force said it was clar-
ifying whether the capital had 
been targeted by an Iskander 
ballistic missile, or by an S-400 
anti-aircraft missile.

P r e s i d e n t  Vo l o d y m y r 
Zelensky said Tuesday that 
Ukraine had deployed more 
Western air defence systems, 
as it braces for a second full 
winter of Russian attacks on 
energy facilities. Air defences 
last downed a missile in Kyiv 
on September 21. The falling 
debris wounded seven people, 
including a child.

Thousands march in London at Armistice Day pro-Palestinian demo
AFP | London

Hu g e  c r o w d s  m a r c h e d 
through the British capital 

yesterday, as pro-Palestinian sup-
porters made their latest mass call 
for a ceasefire, with police out 
in force to prevent clashes with 
counter-protesters.

The “National March for Pal-
estine”, organised by the Stop 
the War Coalition, set off after a 
two-minutes’ silence to remem-
ber Britain’s war dead on Armi-
stice Day was observed at The 
Cenotaph war memorial in cen-
tral London at 1100 GMT.

Huge crowds of protesters 
waved black, red, white and 
green Palestinian flags and held 
aloft placards proclaiming “Stop 
Bombing Gaza”, just over a month 
since the crisis began.

As the march set off, protest-
ers shouted “free Palestine” and 
“ceasefire now”.

London’s Metropolitan Police 

has made a total of nearly 100 ar-
rests at previous pro-Palestinian 
marches.

But yesterday’s march has gen-

erated concern because it coin-
cides with Armistice Day, com-
memorating the end of fighting in 
World War I in 1918 -- and polit-
ical criticisms about the policing 
operation.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
made a late plea for calm late on 
Friday, calling for protesters to do 
so “respectfully and peacefully”.

Met Police deputy assistant 
commissioner Laurence Tay-
lor said march organisers had 
changed the route from Hyde 
Park to the US Embassy in south 
London to ensure it will not pass 
any landmark memorials.

Previous events have seen 
“small groups break away” and 
that “their behaviour has been 
escalating and becoming more vi-
olent”, Taylor, who is leading the 
policing operation, told reporters.

Israel drone strikes deep into Lebanese territory: official media
AFP | London

An Israeli drone struck yester-
day a vehicle deep in Leba-

nese territory, official media in 
Lebanon said, after weeks of skir-
mishes mainly limited to border 
areas since the Israel-Hamas war 
began.

Lebanon’s National News Agen-
cy (NNA) said “an enemy drone 
targeted a pick-up truck” on a 
farmland in the Zahrani area on 
Lebanon’s coast, some 45 kilo-
metres (28 miles) from the Israe-
li border, without reporting any 
casualties.

The frontier between the two 
countries has seen daily exchang-
es of fire, mainly between Leb-
anon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah 

movement and Israel, since Oc-
tober 7 when attacks on Israel by 
Palestinian militant group Hamas 

sparked war.
Yesterday’s was the deepest Is-

raeli strike on Lebanese territory 

since the latest hostilities began. 
It also came hours before Hezbol-
lah chief Hassan Nasrallah was 
due to make a televised address 
at 3:00 pm (1300 GMT).

The Lebanese army prevented 
journalists from approaching the 
area, which is near the Zahrani 
power plant, one of Lebanon’s 
ailing energy facilities.

The NNA reported Israeli at-
tacks on areas near the border 
yesterday, while an AFP corre-
spondent in northern Israel re-
ported apparent incoming rocket 
fire after air raid sirens sounded.

Hezbollah said it carried out 
two cross-border attacks on Israe-
li troops yesterday, claiming they 
caused casualties.

Former Labout party leader Jeremy Corbyn (C) joins protesters with placards and 
flags taking part in the ‘National March For Palestine’ in central London

Shells fired from northern Israel fall close to the village of Yarine near Lebanon’s 
southern border with northern Israel

Croatian defence 
minister seriously 
injured in car crash
AFP | Zagreb

Croatia’s defence min-
ister was seriously in-

jured yesterday in a car col-
lision that killed the driver 
of the other vehicle, his 
ministry said.

Mario Banozic was trav-
elling in his private car and 
was leaving the town of 
Vinkovci, 276 kilometres 
(172 miles) east of the capi-
tal Zagreb, when it rammed 
into a van, a statement said.

Banozic suffered seri-
ous head injuries and was 
rushed to hospital, govern-
ment spokesman Marko 
Milic said, adding: “Accord-
ing to the doctors, his life is 
out of danger”.

Spain arrests 121 
people after giant 
child pornography 
operation
AFP | Madrid

Spanish police yesterday 
announced the arrest 

of 121 people suspected of 
making or distributing child 
pornography after a nation-
wide operation.

A statement said 118 men 
and three women had been 
arrested and nearly 500 
terabytes “of an extremely 
hard nature” seized.

Two of the men had been 
placed in detention

Police inspect the scene of Russian shelling in Kyiv, UkraineNo fuel has 
entered Gaza in 

more than five weeks 
of war, prompting 
multiple hospitals 

and clinics relying on 
generators to shut 

down
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Indian Ambassador H.E. Vinod K. Jacob joined Huda Alalawi, Director of Communications & Promotions of Bahrain Authority for Culture and 
Antiquities, inaugurated the BKS- DC Books & Literature Fest 2023 at DJ Hall of Bahrain Keraleeya Samajam at Segaya. BKS President P V 
Radhakrishna Pillai presided over the function. The book fair has assembled a collection of over 100,000 books encompassing more than 
5,000 titles from leading publishers in India and abroad. in English and in various Indian languages. The International Book Fair and Cultural 
Festival concludes on 18th November. It offers a platform for renowned writers, cultural icons, and political activists to engage with readers 
and the general public. Distinguished figures such as PS Sreedharan Pillai, MA Baby, Sagarika Ghosh, Santhosh George Kulangara, VJ James, 
Chef Pillai, MV Nikesh Kumar, Ravunni, and others will participate as guests on various days. 

The second edition of the ‘Visit Embassy’ program initiated by the Indian Embassy, Bahrain was held at its premises in Seef. As a part of the program students from the Indian School Bahrain visited the Embassy. During the session, students were 
briefed about various roles and different sections where Ambassador H.E. Vinod K. Jacob interacted with the students.

Bangladesh Embassy, Bahrain celebrated its National Constitution Day with various events. M. Mahiuddin Kayes, Charge 
D Affairs gave the keynote address. Officers and employees of Bangladesh Embassy in Bahrain attended the program. 

Bahrain Chapter of the Institute of Chartered Accountants of India in Bahrain conducted a Men’s Health Awareness 
Session under the theme “BLUE NOVEMBER”, aimed to promote prevention, diagnosis and treatment of prostate 
cancer in collaboration with King Hamad American Mission Hospital, A’ali. Dr. Monish Cherian & Dr. Shamik Shah gave 
insightful speeches on the topics.

Palakkad Pravasi Association, a family 
association of Palakkad expatriate residents 
in Bahrain, in collaboration with Blood 
Donors Kerala Bahrain Chapter, organized a 
Mega Blood Donation Camp at King Hamad 
University Hospital. The ceremony was 
attended by many blood donors and was 
inaugurated by Mr. Edathody Bhaskaran, 
a member of Palakkad Pravasi Association 
who donated blood for the 25th time. 

Bangladesh Embassy organised 
a preview of the film ‘Mujib: 
A Nation Rupkar’ at the EPIX 
cinema hall in Dana Mall. 
Around 250 people, including 
diplomats, government officials 
and businessmen attended the 
preview show. M. Mahiuddin 
Kayes, Charge D Affairs of 
Bangladesh Embassy welcomed 
the gathering. The movie will be 
screened until November 15th 
7pm at Dana Mall’s EPIX theatre.

Aiming at Women’s empowerment, Sri Narayana Cultural Society Bahrain, a registered expatriate social organisation, 
has started issuing memberships to women who are interested in participating in the socio-cultural activities of 
the society. The first 12 memberships were handed over by Amina E Al Jasim, the acting director of NGO at Bahrain 
Social affairs ministry, during the Members Night event held at Bangsangathai Auditorium, Adliya. Various artistic 
performances by members were also staged along with this. General Secretary V. R. Sajeev gave the welcome address 
while Chairman Suneesh Sushilan presided over the event. 

BKS-DC Books book fest begins

‘Visit Embassy’ programme held

National Constitution Day observed Film screening begins

SNCS launches membership campaign

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2023

BCICAI conducts men’s health awareness camp

Palakkad Pravasi Association organizes
 blood donation camp
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MAHMOOD MOHAMED DARWISH 
CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35137132 or 
darwishbh4@gmail.com
AK COMPUTER PROGRAMMING SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35315388 or ABHILASH.VLKM@
GMAIL.COM
ESNAD ELECTRONIC APPLICATIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32322794 or 
info@esnadmanagement.com
MARABEE CONSTRUCTION OF UTILITY 
PROJECTS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33805197 or OFFICE@
MARABEEGCC.COM
BETTER LIFE HAIR DRESSING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36511997 or 
007ALMAHRIN@GMAIL.C0M
BURGER ZOOM W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36020031 or PRINCEBURGER@GMAIL.COM
MARASEEL PHONE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39639797 or 
MARASEELPHONEWLL@GMAIL.COM
DAR ALHAZAZ TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39141113 or 
DARALHAZAZW.L.L@GMAIL.COM
SAYACORP HOSPITALITY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(HOTEL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33637004 or kathrina.nisnisan@
conradhotels.com
FROSTED LEAF BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35312509 or 
HARDIKBHATTBH130877@GMAIL.COM
ABU AHAD AIR CONDITIONING WORKSHOP 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35664936 or IRFANALIBH75@GMAIL.
COM
SHARJIL AND SHAHBAZ ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33264648 or SHAJI.CHUGHTAI@
GMAIL.COM
HABSTONE INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33752942 or HABSTONE.BH@GMAIL.COM
CSK TRADING & COMMUNICATIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33213178 or DILAZAK786@GMAIL.COM
DAR SANAD FOR HOME MANPOWER 
RECRUITING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37222122 or DARSANAD.BH@GMAIL.
COM
S K T RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34600450 or 
HAYAKGLOBAL@GMAIL.COM
ZILLA SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33240774 or shakil.
afzal@hotmail.com
GLITZ INTERIOR DECORATION CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36253266 or MUSHTAQ29SP@GMAIL.COM
FARMFLEX W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33023701 or AEJE154@
GMAIL.COM
ABUBAKAR RAFIQUE  DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37153939 or ABU334951@GMAIL.COM
IMPRESA CONSTRUCTION CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33654617 or IMPRESACONSTRUCTIONWLL@
GMAIL.COM
RASHID EQUESTRIAN & HORSERASING 
CLUB has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CHIEF OF OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17440000 or 
STUDBOOK@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.

COM
TECHNICAL CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17730036 or TCCBN@BATELCO.
COM.BH
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877209 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or HRD1@MACBH.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
ASB SECURITY SOLUTIONS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35070603 or MAGICSHINE775@
YAHOO.COM
FOUR LEAF CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39633078 or admin@fourleafbh.com
INDUST SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36344460 or 
NAVEEDKHAAAAN7@GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed Concrete Co. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252078 or EAMCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
BAHRAIN MECHANICAL & DIVING 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SHEET METAL WORKERS 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39600924 or info@bmds.co
MIDAL CABLES B.S.C C has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39653315 or 
EBTEHAL@MIDALCABLE.COM
LAZER  AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CAR WASHER/
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36383555 or hassan@emaar.bh
ALMOSAWI TYRE REPAIR OIL CHANGE 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39600308 or 
HABIB83@BATELCO.COM.BH
AHMED  MOHAMMED  JASSIM  
CONSTRUCTION CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17784584 or HR@
AMJASSIM.COM
ALKHARJIYA LAND CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39681440 or 
ABDULLAALHAIKI@HOTMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
KRONOS ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17564981 or ashokrma@gmail.com
AWAL UNITED GROUP COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT 
(PROPERTIES &RECEIVABLE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17290007 or 
info-united@awal.biz
HAWAR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13666555 or raja@hawarschool.
com
ADIDA CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a 

vacancy for the occupation of MARKETING 
EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39045234 or RAJU@
ADIDAINTERIORDECOR.COM
M-10 Builders w.l.l has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17369887 or info@
bahraindutch.com
ASPENTECH LTD FOREIGN BRANCH has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSULTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
13606407 or SHAHNAZ.MOAMEN@
ASPENTECH.COM
SANAT LABOOS FASHIONS has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38851501 or 
Hssan211073@gmail.com
Farah optics has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17684808 or aymanazema6@gmail.
com
SHIFA RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33424934 or 
TOPCITY955@GMAIL.COM
Clean and green services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17792434 or 
cleangreenbh@gmail.com
ALJALBOOT FISH RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36363936 or daytona@daytonabh.com
MADRAS CAFE W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36529295 or 
KGROUPBAHRAIN007@GMAIL.COM
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or HRD1@macbh.com
SITRA MEAT FACTORY. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17732252 or 
gm@sitrafactory.com
NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT 
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
CLEAN MASTER WAY ACTIVITIES OF HEAD 
OFFICES OR MANAGEMENT OFFICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33371333 or ALIALI1984BH@GMAIL.COM
ALI ABDULMAJEED ALI CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35137132 or ALIABDULMAJEEDBH6@GMAIL.
COM
GOOD DEAL TRADING EST has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39622225 or admin@
isfahanigroup.com
Optica W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36026121 or ahmed.director@optica.net
AL MANAR BAKERIES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BUTCHER (ANIMALS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37722722 or 
almanarbakery@almanarbakery.com
KEEP COOL FOR ELECTRICAL AND 
ELECTRONICS. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANT(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39748999 or ABDULLAALHAIKI@HOTMAIL.
COM
Al tagadem Trading has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33589999 or KHALID_
ALKOHEJI@HOTMAIL.COM
MAJIED MILLS AND PACKING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33366677 or 
majedbrn@gmail.com
Life shin construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33155572 or 
LIFESHINEBH@GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com

Star-Grace Management Services W.l.l has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36863894 or 
stargracemanagement@gmail.com
THE ELITE CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34545645 or 
HAMAD.A.ALMAJED@GMAIL.COM
MONISH CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33664969 or ANANTHMONISH@GMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36020030 or sagaburger@gmail.com
A N P CARS SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34306903 or 
ALDADA7211@GMAIL.COM
JAMILA AKHTAR CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17346157 or jac.servicesbh@gmail.com
Mohammad shahzad mohmmmad 
MUSHTAQ for Fashion Design company - B 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33345415 or SHAMEER67@HOTMAIL.COM
SALON ALSAYED ALSHAEBI W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36388878 or 
SALAMA98559@OUTLOOK.COM
NESTO HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
A R INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39197869 or VIGILGEORGE224@GMAIL.COM
AFAAQ ALKALIJ EXCAVATION & BUILDING 
EQUIPMENTS RENNTAL W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13644244 or 
afaaqalkhalij@gmail.com
SAMBUSA & TEA CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33454414 or 
FALCON-I@HOTMAIL.COM
DURRAT RESORT MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GARDENER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33599939 or gosi@
DRM.BH
Saleh Al Abdullah Al Muhanna & Partners 
Trading & Contracting Co has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977021 or 
INFO@SMCOCONTRACTING.COM
DAR SANAD FOR HOME MANPOWER 
RECRUITING has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37222122 or DARSANAD.BH@GMAIL.
COM
RASHID KHAN FOR CARGO HANDLING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66657049 or SHSHKHAN31@GMAIL.
COM
ZABEEL VEGETABLES AND FRUITS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39457997 or ARIFABDULLA505@GMAIL.COM
ALLOYS JALAL W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17768200 or ALLOYS.
JALAL@AIRMECH.NET
ALMANHAL BAHRAIN WATER FACTORY 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17404435 or hamza.merza@
bh.nestle-waters.com
MABUTHI STORE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39606670 or ASIA.
SPORT66@GMAIL.COM
GREAT FINE GENTS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36166237 or 
RIYAGAS@GMAIL.COM
AFAAQ ALKALIJ EXCAVATION & BUILDING 
EQUIPMENTS RENNTAL W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13644244 or 
afaaqalkhalij@gmail.com
TARIQ INTERNATIONAL TRADING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ACCOUNTANT(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17246268 or 
MOHAMMEDALITARIQ@GMAIL.COM
DAR AL ETIHAD TRADING AND REAL 
ESTATE has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34567893 or HASHEM.ALMAHARA@
GMAIL.COM

TAKE CARE PUBLIC UTILITY CLEANING 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17230908 or TAKECAREBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
Diamond touch tailoring has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34444550 or 
FAISALSALIM4500@GMAIL.COM
KAWAIRI TEXTILES CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17261744 or 
ISMAILKAVERY2003@YAHOO.COM
DURRAT AL KHALEEJ MARINE SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17674316 or duratkhaleej@hotmail.com
BAB AL URMI UPHOLSTERY- Bahraini 
partnership company has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34659511 or 
UBAYDUL7871@GMAIL.COM
FRIENDS BAKE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36667936 or 
VISWANATH68@YAHOO.COM
RAO B S B CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37977741 or 
RAOBSBCONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
OERIGO HAIR & BEAUTY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17669714 or 
WORKNESH@OERIGO.COM
INNOVATION DENTAL LAB W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33507601 or INNOVATIONDENTALLAB2000@
GMAIL.COM
TANDOORI CHAI CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33311247 or AMIR.
ALNIAZI@GMAIL.COM
HOPE COFFEE STAR has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39213223 or 
JAFFARS179@GMAIL.COM
TRADEGO TRADING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39484455 or SNSHSL@GMAIL.COM
NOUF MANPOWER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR(INTERNAL 
WORKS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33730069 or ALBASY318@GMAIL.
COM
AFAAQ ALKALIJ EXCAVATION & BUILDING 
EQUIPMENTS RENNTAL W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 13644244 or 
afaaqalkhalij@gmail.com
MECHANICAL CONTRACTING & SERVICES 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623723 or mcsc@
mcscwll.com
SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34444609 or 
fasalutpfazal@gmail.com
MISS BAHRAIN SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39001234 or FATY1990.
FA@GMAIL.COM
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL & 
TRANSPORT CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17708888 or 
lmra@mmetc.com
SER ALNAJAH BAKARY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39892876 or 
haleemazeenet@gmail.com
NESTO HYPERMARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39151200 or 
WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39252020 or sharef.works@gmail.com
Pisgah Cleaning Co. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33797932 or 
GEORGE2099@GMAIL.COM
NEW DIMENSION CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34403380 or FISHERMANSENSE@GMAIL.
COM
METROTECH RENTING AND CONTRACTING 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36390606 or metrotech09@gmail.com
Saleh Al Abdullah Al Muhanna & Partners 
Trading & Contracting Co has a vacancy 

for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977021 or 
INFO@SMCOCONTRACTING.COM
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39252020 or sharef.works@gmail.com
CHAK JHUMRA BUILDING COMPLETION 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33880076 or FAISALAHMEDBH2@GMAIL.
COM
MAABARY RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33989466 or F.PA@LIVE.COM
WESTON SERVICES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17702123 or CLEANING.
WESTON@GMAIL.COM
WARF MARINE SERVICE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WELDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33355009 or 
info@warfbh.com
ROTIS MARKET has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36337739 or ROTIS.
BH@GMAIL.COM
JAWAD ALAWI S.JAWAD MAHFOODH has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39686890 or jawadalawi0@gmail.com
RUH AL AMAL RESTAURANT SELLING 
FRESH FISH & SEA FOOD has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36503055 or 
ANHMBZ1984@GMAIL.COM
ALYA HUSSAIN CAFETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39073060 or hussaindairy@hotmail.com
AIN ABDAN GRILLS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32211480 or 
MARYAMESMAIL440@GMAIL.COM
Dream World Construction Co. W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39252020 or sharef.works@gmail.com
PAX MART W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33450350 or 
PAXMARTWLL@GMAIL.COM
WHITEWASH LAUNDRY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39286690 or Umairbrt@gmail.com
UMER FARAZ CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34305662 or 
MOHAMMAD.AZSCW@GMAIL.COM
MANAZIL ALQAMAR HAWAJ BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36354449 or JAFFAR.
BINASHOOR@GMAIL.COM
Q G CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33077677 or 
NAGY.SARAH.90@GMAIL.COM
SWAR SUPPLY MANPOWER has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38034111 or 
ALISWAR83@GMAIL.COM
AFRO CARRIBEAN KITCHEN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36238717 or 
DI@GMAIL.COMLAZAK7862
YASIR ALI CONSTRUCTION OF FLOATING 
STRUCTURES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33964601 or 
YASIR11227AA@GMAIL.COM
MASPLAST SECURITY SYSTEMS  SERVICE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39094279 or EVKIQLAS@GMAIL.COM
MARRAKECH SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33997855 or JFAIHAN@
GMAIL.COM
SMART BUSINESS CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17870023 or CKMANAGEMENT.BH@GMAIL.
COM
ICON SAFETY AND SECURITY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34307359 or ALOUSHATHARI@GMAIL.COM
ONE STEP BUSINESS SUPPORT SERVICE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38868452 or SERVICESBAHRAIN757@
GMAIL.COM
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YASEEN FUTURE FOR SCRAP AND 
ELECTRONIC AND ELECTRICAL 
EQUIPMENT REPAIR BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36549635 or 
YASEENNISAR106@GMAIL.COM
KAMALIA CONSULTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39788869 or 
KAMALIAMECHANICAL@GMAIL.COM
ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17551111 or VIJESH.NAIR@HAJIHASSAN.
COM
S PLAZA SUITES HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39992285 or SAEEDRADHI52@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 

a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
ALNOOH WOODEN PRODUCTS DESIGN 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17691166 or khadija@alnoohwd.com
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
DURRAT AL KHALEEJ MARINE SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17674316 or duratkhaleej@hotmail.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
Al enma house for security services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36633319 or admin@enmabh.com
Saleh Al Abdullah Al Muhanna & Partners 
Trading & Contracting Co has a vacancy for 

the occupation of CEILING WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39977021 or 
INFO@SMCOCONTRACTING.COM
HASAN CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36345573 or 
ZAINABPERVEN701@GMAIL.COM
ISHRAQAT ALMUSTAGBAL SALON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33122272 or ALIMALI111@HOTMAIL.COM
Abu Abdulla Bakery has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39800971 or 
SOMAYAAHMED366@GMAIL.COM
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17401013 or hrteam@
santyconstruction.com
RIVOLI has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17561500 or BHARATJ@
JASHANMALCONSULT.COM
AL BANDRH GENTS TAILORING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39828148 or 
ahmedha.nasser65@gmail.com
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO W.L.L has a 

vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17268111 or HRD1@MACBH.COM
Delta Security Services Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17262725 or hr@delta-ss.me
TURKISH BROTHERS .CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39400804 or 
IPROPETY@GMAIL.COM
DOHAT ALBUSAITEEN STATIONERY AND 
PRINTING SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36108525 or 
DOHATALBUSAITEEN@GMAIL.COM
SEVEN CRAFT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 77177771 or 
ABDULLARASHIDALJALAHMA@YAHOO.
COM
GLOBAL STUDY UK W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32019666 or 
ADEL@GLOBALSTUDYUK.COM
AMRA MOBILE REPAIRING CENTER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

36614783 or UMAIRRAJPUT57@GMAIL.COM
NUZUL AL SOUF W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAPESTRY MAKER (HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17206888 or JULIANA.KRAUSE@KEYPOINT.
COM
KLEUR BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35353939 or 
KLEURBEAUTYBH@GMAIL.COM
FAATEH SALON BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BARBER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33015345 or QSSBAHRAIN21@
GMAIL.COM
MAHMOOD EBRAHIM JAWAD TRADING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CAR DRIVER 
(TRADING ESTABLISHMENTS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33753573 or 
MAHMOODJAWAD76@ICLOUD.COM
UMM AISHA COLD STORE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33097268 or RAFIQCONTRACTING17@
GMAIL.COM
CALABAR PUBLICITY AND ADVERTISING 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38403008 or OKAFORUCHENNA3@

GMAIL.COM
THE COMFORT FACILITY FOR 
ELECTRONICS REPAIRING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33237122 or MUHAMMAD.BHAI56789@
GMAIL.COM
IMRAN NAEEM INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34538864 or NAEEMKMK2@GMAIL.
COM
WHITE LINE GARAGE FOR VEHICLE 
REPAIR has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33881163 or JMAM393@GMAIL.COM
BRAND CROWD SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36138761 or SR5286764@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD USMAN BRIGHT BEST 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33452803 or FBR.
BH786@GMAIL.COM
IMRAN KHAN MARKETING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36415755 or SAIF.ISLAM8484@GMAIL.COM
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BKS gears up for international badminton tournament

TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Keraleeya Sama-
jam (BKS) announced that it 

will organise its international 
badminton tournament from 
November 21 to 26.

The Al Sharif Group Bahrain 
International Challenge 2023 
will be conducted under the pa-
tronage of Bahrain Badminton 
and Squash Federation (BBSF).

The event is a Level 3 sanc-
tioned tournament under the 
Badminton Asia Confederation 
and attracts players from the 
top 50 world rankings regularly. 

Nearly 250 players from 32 
different countries have regis-

tered for the tournament. 
The Tournament Referee will 

be India’s Gaurav Khanna, a 
senior Badminton World Fed-
eration accredited referee. He 
is also the recipient of Dhro-
nacharya Award, India’s highest 
award for coaches. 

The event is organised by BKS 
led by its President, PV Radhakr-
ishna Pillai and General Secre-
tary Vargheese Karakkal. 

This years tournament sees 
some exciting talent from 
around the world. Mens Single 
top seeds are both from Spain, 
Pablo Abian and Luis Enrique 
ranked 65 and 66 in the world 
respectively. Indian Sankar Sub-

ramanian in third seed will be 
the crowd favourite. The Bah-
raini Number 1 Adnan Ebrahim 
also finds a spot in the qualify-
ing rounds

Womens singles top seed is 
the returning champion Mala-
vika Bansod and Jenira Stadel-
mann from Switzerland.

Mens Doubles sees for the 
first time an Irish top seed in 
Paul Reynolds and Joshua Ma-
gee and sees diverse entries 
from China, Algeria, Japan, Sri 
Lanka and many more. Womens 
Double top seeds are Bulgarian 
Gabriela Stoeva and Stefani Sto-
eva along the Chinese pair of Zi 
Meng Wang and Key un Ding.

Ministry of Interior clinches title in grand 
competition of Show Jumping Championship
TDT | Manama

The Ministry of Interi-
or’s show jumping team 

achieved first place in the grand 
competition of the Show Jump-
ing Championship, which was 
held at the Military Sports Fed-
eration Square in Al-Raffa, at the 
opening of the Royal Endurance 
and Show Jumping Federation  
season.

On this occasion, Brigadier 
General Abdulaziz Mayouf Al 
Rumaihi, supervising the team, 
dedicated the victory to Lieu-
tenant General Shaikh Rashid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Min-
ister of Interior. He also high-
lighted the follow-up by Lieu-
tenant General Tariq bin Has-
san Al Hassan, Head of Public  
Security. 

He also thanked HH Shaikh 
Isa bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, 

President of the Royal Eques-
trian and Endurance Racing 
Federation, and Shaikh Abdul-
lah bin Mohammed Al Khalifa, 
Chairman of the Show Jump-
ing Committee, for the good 
preparation, organisation, and 
interest in following up on the 
preparations that led to the 
success of the championship 
activities, and to the Military 
Sports Federation for their  
efforts.

BKS officials during the press meet
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BRAVE CF president meets Mauritius Deputy PM, discusses building sports economy
TDT | Manama

Mohammed Shahid, Advi-
sor to the President of the 

Bahrain Olympic Committee, 
President of BRAVE Combat Fed-
eration and CEO of KHK Sports, 
travelled to Mauritius last week 
to discuss BRAVE CF’s role in the 
development of the sporting and 
tourism scene in the African 
country as Mauritius prepares 
to host a BRAVE CF mixed mar-
tial arts show for the first time 
in 2024.

The global reach of BRAVE CF 
is expected to play a key role in 
the next few years as the country 
looks to increase its tourism and 
sporting awareness worldwide, 
develop its industries on a na-
tional level, and attract foreign 
investment opportunities.

While in the country, Shahid 
met with the Honorable Steven 
Obeegadoo, the deputy Prime 
Minister of Mauritius, and sev-
eral other dignitaries, such as 
Sooroojdev Phokeer, Speaker of 
the National Assembly; Stephan 
Toussaint, Minister of Youth 
Empowerment, Sports and Rec-
reational; and the CEO of the 
Economic Development Board 
of Mauritius, Ken Poonoosamy.

At these meetings, Shahid 
spoke about the connection 
between BRAVE CF and Mauri-

tius and how the organisation 
can bring in a new upheaval 
of economic investments, but 
also establish ancillary business 
meetings, summits, and conven-
tions to further Mauritius’ bid to 
develop economically through 
sports and tourism.

Mohammed Shahid met with 
the Steven Obeegadoo, Deputy 
Prime Minister of Mauritius, 
who was keen to emphasize the 
opportunity at hand to devel-
op the tourism sector of both 
Mauritius and Bahrain with the 
upcoming BRAVE CF event.

He also conveyed his congrat-
ulations to His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa for 
his exemplary work in leading 
BRAVE Combat Federation to 

become the most global MMA 
organisation in the world. He 
believes that the first edition of 
BRAVE CF in Mauritius will be 
extremely important in consoli-
dating the friendly ties between 
Mauritius and Bahrain, as well 
as to stimulate the tourism sec-
tor.

 Stephan Toussaint, Minister 
of Youth Empowerment, Sports, 
and Recreational of Mauritius, 
met with  Mohammed Shahid, 
with the two discussing the level 
of international awareness that a 
BRAVE Combat Federation event 
will bring to Mauritius and how 
the show will be the perfect op-
portunity for the country to en-
joy sports development opportu-
nities with the goal of building a 

true sports economy.
 Toussaint also touched on 

the organization of the event 
itself and has proposed to set 
up a working committee that 
will be responsible for organiz-
ing BRAVE Combat Federation’s 
first-ever show in Mauritius.

During his meeting with  Mo-
hammed Shahid, the Speaker 
of the National Assembly of 
Mauritius,  Sooroojdev Phokeer, 
welcomed BRAVE Combat Feder-
ation to Mauritius and spoke of 
his desire to bring the company’s 
events to Mauritius on a regular 
basis.

He believes that the upcoming 

show will be the perfect oppor-
tunity for Mauritius and Bahrain 
to further develop diplomatic 
ties and praised His Highness 
Shaikh Khaled bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa’s efforts in the field of 
combat sports.

During their meeting, both 
parties spoke of the potential 
impact that BRAVE CF’s event can 
have on several sectors. The de-
velopment of a true sports eco-
system in the country that will 
put Mauritius potentially as the 
face of African MMA worldwide, 
as well as impacting and educat-
ing the youth of the country as 
a social benefit to the organiza-

tion’s arrival in Mauritius. 
Ken Poonoosamy, CEO of the 

Economic Development Board 
of Mauritius, expressed his sat-
isfaction in providing the EDB’s 
support for BRAVE CF’s first 
event in Mauritius. In a meet-
ing with  Mohammed Shahid,  
Poonoosamy reveals his high 
expectations regarding the part-
nership with the Bahraini organ-
ization, and both have agreed 
that BRAVE CF’s event in Mau-
ritius will bring a high level of 
international awareness to the 
country via the massive media 
coverage of BRAVE CF, showcas-
ing Mauritius as a sports, event, 
and entertainment destination.

 Poonoosamy also stressed 
the diverse opportunities that 
the BRAVE CF event will offer to 
Mauritius, most notably, but not 
exclusive to trade and business 
development opportunities, bi-
lateral relations, and tourism 
support increase, as well as the 
further expansion of Mauritius’ 
relationship with Bahrain on 
various fronts.

Furthermore,  Poonoosamy is 
excited at the prospect of hav-
ing a highly experienced and 
professional sports team land in 
Mauritius to organize an event 
and share their expertise and 
know-how to the local talent 
available. 

Mohammed Shahid (left) with Speaker of the National Assembly, Sooroojdev 
Phokeer (centre) and Avinash Ramtohul (right)

Mohammed Shahid (left) with Stephan Toussaint, Minister of Youth 
Empowerment, Sports, and Recreational of Mauritius

Winners with their trophies

Action from the event



England knocks Pakistan out
Stokes and Willey shine as England concludes World Cup title defence, leaving Pakistan eliminated

• England defeated 
Pakistan by 93 runs 
in their final World 
Cup match

AFP | Kolkata

England sent Pakistan 
crashing out of the World 
Cup with a convincing 93-

run win as Ben Stokes and David 
Willey helped their team end 
their miserable title defence on 
a high in Kolkata yesterday.

Stokes, who came out of ODI 
retirement for the World Cup, 
scored 84 while Joe Root hit 60 
to lift England to an impressive 
337-9 in their 50 overs before 
Pakistan folded on 244 in 43.3 
overs.

Willey,  who already an-
nounced he will retire from 
international cricket after the 
World Cup, removed Pakistan 
openers Abdullah Shafique 
(nought) and Fakhar Zaman 
(one) before dismissing Agha 
Salman for 51 to finish with 3-56.

With Salman’s wicket, Willey 
also completed 100 wickets in 
his 73rd ODI.

Fellow fast bowler Gus Atkin-
son (2-45) had Babar Azam for 
38, caught at short mid-wicket 
off a miscued pull to end the Pa-
kistan skipper’s below-par tour-
nament on 320 runs with four 
fifties but without a century.

Spinners Moeen Ali (2-60) 
and Adil Rashid (2-55) took care 

of the middle-order as only Sal-
man defied the bowling with a 
fighting 45-ball knock studded 
with six boundaries and a six.

Tail-enders Shaheen Shah Af-
ridi scored 27 and Haris Rauf 
made 35 to at least take Pakistan 
past the 200-mark.

Ali removed Mohammad Ri-
zwan for a 51-ball 36 and Iftikhar 
Ahmed for three while Rashid 
had Saud Shakeel bowled round 

his legs for 29 before bowling 
Shadab Khan for four with a 
googly.

Pakistan started the day need-
ing to beat England by 287 runs 
in order to squeeze into the 
semi-finals on net run-rate but 
that escape route was immedi-
ately closed when Jos Buttler 
won the toss and chose to bat 
first.

As a result, New Zealand be-
came the fourth team into the 
semi-finals and will face unde-
feated India in Mumbai on No-
vember 15.

A day later, Australia and 
South Africa will meet in the 
other semi-final in Kolkata.

Stokes -- dropped on 10 by 
Shaheen off his own bowling 
-- rode his luck during a 76-ball 
innings.

Wayward bowling 
Root added a 72-ball 60 af-

ter England won the toss and 
batted.

Stokes and Root built on a sol-
id opening stand of 82 between 
Jonny Bairstow (59) and Dawid 
Malan (31), taking full advantage 
of a slow Eden Gardens pitch 
and some wayward bowling.

Bairstow hit seven boundaries 
and a six in his 61-ball knock -- 
his second fifty in an otherwise 
lacklustre performance in the 
tournament.

Malan was the first to go, mis-

cuing a reverse sweep off spin-
ner Iftikhar Ahmed while Bair-
stow was caught in the covers 
off Rauf, Pakistan’s best bowler 
with 3-64.

Once Stokes, who came out 
of ODI retirement for the World 
Cup, got a life he continued to 
bat like he did during his cen-
tury against the Netherlands in 
Pune three days ago, cracking 11 
boundaries and two sixes.

He was finally yorked by Sha-
heen in the 41st over after add-
ing 132 for the third wicket with 
Root.

Root hit four boundaries in his 
third half century of the World 
Cup before he was caught off a 
leading edge against Shaheen 
who finished with 2-72.

Harry Brook made 30, with 
two sixes and as many fours, 
and Buttler hit 27 with a six and 
three boundaries as the pair add-
ed a quick 45 with England scor-
ing 97 runs in the last ten overs.

Pakistan finished in fifth place 
in the 10-nation table while Eng-
land are a further two places 
down, but still able to qualify 
for the 2025 Champions Trophy.
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Bora Bakici of Turkey and Alina Sogomonyan were both crowned champions of their respective singles categories yesterday in the Bahrain ITF Juniors 2023 
tournament, which came to a close at the Bahrain Tennis Federation (BTF) hard courts in Isa Town. Sixth-seeded Bora claimed the boys’ singles crown after 
defeating Andres Pereiro Lopez of Spain 2-6, 6-3, 6-2. His win earned him a sensational title double in the tournament. Seventh-seeded Alina, meanwhile, clinched 
the girls’ singles championship after beating top seed Ariana Gogulina of Kazakhstan 6-3, 6-4. Following both finals, the winners were awarded their respective 
medals and trophies by BTF secretary general Fouad Al Rowaie and BTF board member Mohammed Salman. Above, the winners with officials at the awarding

England’s Ben Stoke plays a shot

David Willey complet-
ed 100 wickets in his 
73rd ODI match with 

the dismissal of Agha 
Salman

KNOW

BETTER
Scorecard

England  337 for 9 (Stokes 84, 
Root 60, Bairstow 59, Rauf 3-64) 
beat Pakistan 244 (Salman 51, 
Willey 3-56) by 93 runs

Marsh’s hundred ensures Australia cruise past Bangladesh
AFP | Pune

Mitchell Marsh’s career-best 
177 not out sent Austral-

ia into next week’s World Cup 
semi-finals with a convincing 
eight-wicket win over Bangla-
desh in Pune yesterday.

Marsh’s second hundred of 
the World Cup ensured Aus-
tralia, already guaranteed a last-
four clash with South Africa, 
made light of their target of 307 
to win with 32 balls remaining.

This was just Marsh’s third 
hundred in 87 one-day inter-
nationals and surpassed his 121 
against Pakistan earlier in the 
tournament as the 32-year-old’s 
highest score.

The all-rounder, strong on the 
drive and square of the wick-
et, faced 132 balls including 17 
fours and nine sixes.

Marsh also shared a stand of 
120 with David Warner (53) and 
put on an unbroken 175 with 
Steve Smith, the star batsman 
hitting the winning boundary 
in a morale-boosting 63 not out 
after returning from vertigo.

Victory meant Australia end-
ed the group stage with a sev-
enth successive win after their 
campaign for a record-extend-
ing sixth men’s World Cup title 
started with two defeats.

Bangladesh’s 306-8, their 
highest total of the tourna-
ment, left Australia needing 
to surpass their record World 
Cup-winning chase of 292 
against Afghanistan in Mumbai 
on Tuesday -- a match where 
Glenn Maxwell’s stunning un-
beaten 201 sealed an astounding 
three-wicket win after they had 
collapsed to 91-7.

Maxwell was rested yester-
day, but Australia had no need of 
his heroics as they overpowered 
a Bangladesh attack missing 
captain Shakib Al Hasan after 

the all-rounder was ruled out 
with a broken finger.

Nasum Ahmed’s 10 wicketless 
overs cost 85 runs, with this loss 
leaving Bangladesh dependent 
on other results for a top-eight 
finish that would qualify them 
for the 2025 Champions Trophy 
in Pakistan.

Australia lost Travis Head (10) 
early in their chase when he 
played on trying to slog Taskin 
Ahmed.

Warner plundered runs on an 
excellent batting pitch before 
the left-handed opener, follow-

ing a 52-ball fifty, surprisingly 
chipped Mustafizur Rahman to 
stand-in skipper Najmul Hos-
sain Shanto at mid-off.

The powerful Marsh howev-
er, pressed on, pounding spin-
ner Mehid Hasan Miraz for a 
six and a four before suffering 
cramp, although nothing as se-
vere as the attack that afflicted 
Maxwell against Afghanistan.

Earlier, Towhid Hridoy’s 74, 
his maiden World Cup fifty, was 
the cornerstone of a Bangladesh 
innings were several batsmen 
gave away their wickets.

Adam Zampa was the pick 
of Australia’s attack with 2-32 
as the leg-spinner became the 
leading bowler in the tourna-
ment with 22 wickets, while 
Marnus Labuschagne derailed 
the innings by expertly running 
out the well-set Najmul (45) and 
Mahmudullah (32).

Hridoy’s 79-ball innings end-
ed when he holed out off Mar-
cus Stoinis, his exit sparking a 
flurry of wickets.

Australia’s Mitchell Marsh plays a shot

Scorecard

Australia 307 for 2 (Marsh 177*, 
Smith 63*, Warner 51) beat 
Bangladesh 306 for 8 (Hridoy 74, 
Shanto 45, Zampa 2-32, Abbott 
2-61) by eight wickets

Mbappe bags hat-trick 
as PSG go top of Ligue 1
AFP | Paris

A clinical Kylian Mbappe 
scored a hat-trick as 

Paris Saint-Germain won 
3-0 away to high-fly-
ing Reims yesterday 
and moved to the 
top of the Ligue 1 
table.

M b a p p e 
opened the 
s c o r i n g  i n 
the third min-
ute in Champagne 
country and then net-
ted twice more in the 
second half to give PSG 
a win which moved the 
reigning champions to 
the summit a point above 
Nice, who drew at Mont-
pellier on Friday.

PSG were also grateful 

to goalkeeper Gianluigi Don-
narumma who denied Reims a 
route back into the game with 
a string of superb saves, as Luis 
Enrique’s team recovered from 
their midweek Champions 

League loss away to 
AC Milan.

Mbappe is Ligue 
1’s leading scorer 

with 13 goals in 
11  appear-

ances this 
s e a s o n , 

with the 
France 

c a p -
t a i n 
a l s o 

having 
netted twice 
in European 
competition.

Kane scores brace as Bayern go top
AFP | Munich

Harry Kane scored two 
first-half goals as Bayern 

Munich beat promoted Heid-
enheim 4-2 yesterday, sending 
the Bavarians to the top of the 
table.

Heidenheim replied 
with two goals in three 
second-half minutes 
to equalize and Bay-
ern needed late goals 
from Raphael Guer-
reiro and Eric Maxim 
Choupo-Moting to se-
cure victory.

Bayern finish yester-
day atop the table but 
Bayer Leverkusen — 
who have won 15 and 
drawn one of their 16 
m a t c h e s in all 
competi-
tions this 
s e a s o n 
—  c a n 
r e t u r n to the top 

with a win on Sunday over Un-
ion Berlin.

“It was a changing match,” 
said Thomas Mueller. “At one 
point we had it in our grip, 
then we didn’t, then we did 
again.

“What was nice is that we 
were able to react, that we 

managed to switch to a 
higher gear.

“It brought us to the top 
of the table and I hope that 

Leverkusen drop 
points  some-

time.”
Kane now 

has 17 goals 
in 11 league 
games since 
joining the 
G e r m a n 
c h a m p i o n s 
f r o m  b o y-
h o o d  c l u b 
Tottenham 
in the sum-
mer.

Kylian 
Mbappe

Harry Kane



Man Utd ease pressure on Ten Hag, Spurs stunned
AFP | London

Manchester United eased 
the pressure on under-fire 

boss Erik ten Hag with a nervy 
1-0 win against Luton, while 
Premier League title challeng-
ers Tottenham crashed to an 
agonising 2-1 defeat at Wolves 
yesterday.

Rocked by Wednesday’s dev-
astating Champions League 
group stage loss in Copenha-
gen -- the latest embarrassment 
in a season of low moments 
-- United gave Ten Hag some 
much-needed breathing space 
thanks to Victor Lindelof’s sec-
ond-half winner.

United had suffered five de-
feats in their previous 10 home 
games this season, their worst 
start to a campaign at Old Traf-

ford since 1930-31 when they 
also lost five of 10 and were rel-
egated from the top flight.

They were also reeling from 
three losses in their last four 
games in all competitions as the 
heat was turned up on Ten Hag.

Against that depressing 
backdrop, and with the latest 
‘Glazers out’ protests from fans 
outside Old Trafford before 
kick-off, struggling Luton’s first 
visit to United since 1991 was 
well-timed for Ten Hag and his 

troubled team.
Sixth-placed United made 

their pressure count in the 
59th minute as Bruno Fer-
nandes’ corner was cleared to 
Marcus Rashford, whose cross 
fell kindly for Lindelof to lash  
home.

“It is a good day. We needed 
the win and we got it, but we 
could make life more easy by 
scoring early on and getting a 
second,” Ten Hag said.

“I have to compliment the 
team that they kept going, kept 
organised and didn’t give any-
thing away.”

Wolves’ stunning late show 
denied Tottenham the chance 
to return to the top of the ta-
ble as a pair of stoppage-time 
goals sealed a dramatic win at 
Molineux.

Manchester United’s Victor Lindelof celebrates with teammates after scoring

Nuwaidrat keep quarters hopes alive in Khalifa bin Salman Cup

• Imports Sameen 
Swint, Lamar Mallory 
combine for 63 points 
in 92-72 victory 
over Samaheej

TDT | Manama

Nuwaidrat kept their quar-
ter-final hopes alive last 

night in this year’s Khalifa bin 
Salman Cup basketball tour-
nament.

Nuwaidrat claimed their 
place with a 92-72 preliminary 
round victory over Samaheej at 
the Zain Basketball Arena in Um 
Al Hassam.

Nuwaidrat extended a 22-17 
lead at the end of the first quar-
ter to 47-33 at the half and never 
looked back. They went up by 

as many as 22 points the rest of 
the way.

Imports Sameen Swint and 
Lamar Mallory combined for 63 
points between them to spear-
head the victors. Swint finished 
with a game-high 32 to go with 
10 rebounds and four steals. 
Abbas Jameel Ebrahim had an 
impressive nine points and 10 
assists in the win.

For Samaheej, Basel Adel 
scored 25 points as their top 
performer. Ahmed Adel Abbas 
chipped in with 11 in the loss.

They now take on the winner 
of the other contest in the pre-
liminaries between Sitra and Isa 
Town. The victor of that game 
will book a berth in the final 
eight, where they join the seven 
already-qualified sides, includ-
ing holders Manama, Muharraq, 
Al Ahli, Al Ettihad, Al Najma, 
Bahrain Club and Al Hala.

Nuwaidrat’s Sameen Swint looks to dribble past Samaheej’s Sayed Ali Mahmood 
during their game last night
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Bahrain kick off final qualifiers’ lead-up
Senior men’s national football team begin final training gathering ahead of their continental qualifiers for FIFA World Cup 2026

• Bahrainis to kick 
off qualifiers against 
Yemen on Thursday in 
Abha, Saudi Arabia

• Head coach Juan 
Antonio Pizzi selected 
26 of Kingdom’s top 
names for matches

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s 
national football team 
kicked off their local 

training gathering last night in 
the final lead-up to their con-
tinental qualifiers this coming 
week-and-a-half for the FIFA 
World Cup 2026.

The Bahrainis are set to play 
against Yemen on Thursday at 
Prince Sultan bin Abdulaziz 
Sports City in Abha, Saudi Ara-
bia. They then go up against the 
UAE at the National Stadium in 
Riffa on 21 November.

Thursday’s contest is sched-
uled for a 9pm kick-off, Bah-
rain time, while the Bahrainis’ 
ensuing home match will get 

underway at 6.30pm.
The nationals have begun 

their final preparations under 
the supervision of head coach 
Juan Antonio Pizzi.

There are five rounds in the 
FIFA World Cup qualification 
format for the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), which will 
have eight teams book their tick-
ets to the global showcase, plus 
potentially another following 
an inter-confederation play-off.

Bahrain are directly in the 

second round of qualifiers in 
Group H with the UAE, Yemen 
and Nepal.

There are 36 nations in this 
stage, divided into nine groups of 
four. The teams will play against 
each other on a home-and-away 
basis. The nine group winners 
and group runners-up advance 
to the third round. In addition 
to this, they will also automat-
ically qualify for the AFC Asian 
Cup 2027.

After Bahrain’s upcoming 

matches this month, the nation-
als only resume their qualifica-
tion bid next year. They take on 
Nepal on 21 March, and then 
face off with the Nepalese again 
on 26 March. They then face 
Yemen on 6 June, before com-
pleting this stage against the UAE 

on 11 June.
Pizzi has called up 26 of Bah-

rain’s biggest names for the 
upcoming qualifiers. The team 
includes Ali Madan, Mohammed 
Marhoon, Abdulla Yusuf, Moses 
Atede, Mahdi Humaidan, Ahmed 
Bughammar, Mohammed Adel, 
Mohammed Al Hardan, Ab-
dulkarim Al Fardan, Ali Hassan, 
Sayed Mahdi Baqer, Hussain Al 
Aker, Komail Al Aswad, Jassim 
Al Shaikh, Mohammed Abdul-
qayoom, Hazza Ali, Sayed Mo-

hammed Jaafar, Amine Hasan, 
Waleed Al Hayyam, Abdulla Al 
Khalasi, Mubarak Mohammed, 
Ebrahim Luthfallah, Abdulla Al 
Hashash, Ebrahim Al Khattal, 
Mohammed Abdulwahab and 
Ebrahim Al Wali.

Aside from FIFA World Cup 
qualification, Bahrain are also 
gearing up for the next edition 
of the AFC Asian Cup, to be held 
in Doha in January of next year. 
These are the national team’s 
first official games under Pizzi.

Veteran goalkeeper Sayed Mohammed Jaafar during national team practiceBahrain midfielder Mohammed Jassim Marhoon does drills during training last 
night
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Bahrain are playing 
directly in the second 
round of qualifiers for 

the FIFA World Cup 
2026. There are 36 na-
tions in this stage, di-
vided into nine groups 
of four. The nine group 

winners and run-
ners-up advance to the 
third round, and also 
automatically qualify 
for the AFC Asian Cup 

2027

KNOW WHAT

Najma lose to Saudi’s Khaleej Club

• Bahrain champions 
to face Kuwait SC 
for seventh place 
overall today in IHF 
Men’s Super Globe 
in Dammam

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Al Najma Club lost 
to Khaleej Club of Saudi 

Arabia 24-27 yesterday in the 
prestigious IHF Men’s Super 
Globe, currently being held in 
Dammam.

It was the first game for the 
Bahrainis in their fifth-to-
eighth classification bracket. 
They will now play Kuwait 
SC today at 1.15pm, Bahrain 
time, for seventh place over-
all to end the 12-club com-
petition. The Kuwaitis lost 
to Al Ahly of Egypt 25-35  
yesterday.

Najma trailed 10-14 at the 
half against Khaleej and nev-
er recovered and did well to 
outscore their opponents in 
the final 30 minutes. But their 
efforts came up short in the 
end for a tough defeat.

Mohammed Habib Ahmed 
was their leading scorer with 
seven goals, while Mahdi Saad 
had five and both Belal Bash-
am and Hassan Madan each 
finished with three.

Mujtaba Al Salem paced 
Khaleej with five goals, while 
Shinnosuke Takuda had four.

Najma are participating in 
the IHF Super Globe for the 
second time, following the 
2018 edition when they fin-
ished seventh. They will be 
hoping to match that result 
with a win today.

The global competition, or-
ganised by the International 
Handball Federation (IHF), is 
in its 16th year. Najma are the 
only Bahraini participants.

Al Najma’s Mohammed Habib Ahmed looks to score against Khaleed


