
Grain tune: Indian PM’s millet 
music gets Grammy nod

AFP | New Delhi

India’s Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi has made an 

entry into the halls of global 
music with a song featuring 
him and his passion for millet 
nominated for a Grammy.

“Abundance In Millets” 
by Falu and Gaurav Shah, a 
tune the musicians say was 
“written and performed” with 
the prime minister, features 
speeches by Modi expounding 
the benefits of his favourite 
grain.

India is the world’s largest 
producer and second-larg-
est exporter of millet, a glu-
ten-free grain which can grow 
on marginal land with limited 
water, and Modi’s government 
has been working to boost its 
production and consumption 
since coming to power in 2014.

“Millets are a wonder”, 
Falu and Shah sing, ponder-
ing “what if we could change 
the world?”

The tune was nominat-
ed Friday in the Best Global 
Music Performance category, 
alongside six others, ranging 
from Nigerian Afrobeat star 
Burna Boy and Davido, to 
Mexico’s Silvana Estrada and 

Franco-Lebanese trumpeter 
Ibrahim Maalouf.

Grammy-winning Indi-
an-American singer Falguni 
Shah, popularly known as Falu, 
has said the song was a “smart 
idea” from Modi himself who 
collaborated in its making to 
realise his “vision” of helping 
overcome hunger and alleviate 
poverty in the world.

The song was “written and 
performed with Honoura-
ble Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to help farmers grow 
millets and help end world 
hunger”, Falu said on X in 
June.

Modi, 73, has called the tune 
“very creative” and said he 
believes it “will inspire more 
people to embrace millets for 
healthy living!”

It was India’s suggestion 
that the United Nations de-
clare 2023 as the Internation-
al Year of Millets, and at the 
G20 summit in September in 
New Delhi world leaders were 
served an all-vegetarian dinner 
dominated by millet.

Millet was a staple food 
in many regions of India for 
thousands of years, and was 
eaten as porridge, flatbread, 
dosa pancakes and with lentils.
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11.11.11. stands for the 
end of a World War, but 

also Europe’s inability to 
prevent the next… Ending 
the cycle of war means 
rising above national or 
religious barriers and his-
toric hatreds. Never is that 
message more necessary 
than in today’s world !

@guyverhofstadt

We cannot address 
the cl imate ca-

tastrophe without tack-
ling its root cause: fossil 
fuel dependence. Leaders 
must #ActNow to save 
humanity from the worst 
impacts of climate chaos 
& profit from the extraor-
dinary benefits of renew-
able energy.

@antonioguterres

Today, we honor the 
story of our veterans 

– the story of our nation at 
its best. On Veterans Day, 
let’s recommit to fulfilling 
our one sacred obligation 
as a nation: to prepare 
those we send into harm’s 
way and care for them and 
their families when they 
come home.

@POTUS

Hospitals must be 
places of greater 

safety, not of war. #Gaza
@UNReliefChief
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News in brief 
 u A close ally of 
Myanmar’s top general 
has been imprisoned 

for five years on corruption charges, 
state media said yesterday. In recent 
months, the military – which has faced armed 
resistance since seizing power in a 2021 coup 
– has detained a number of officials as the 
civil conflict batters the already struggling 
economy. The cash-strapped junta is also 

battling a recent offensive in the north by ethnic armed groups that has choked 
vital cross-border commerce with China and poses the most serious military 
challenge to the generals since they took power.

 u FBI agents seized the New 
York mayor’s cell phones and 
other devices, his campaign 
lawyer said Friday, in an apparent escalation 
of a federal investigation into campaign 
fundraising. The seizure appears to be part 
of a corruption investigation into whether Eric 
Adams’ 2021 campaign conspired with Turkey’s 
government and others. “On Monday night, 
the FBI approached the mayor after an event. 
The Mayor immediately complied with the FBI’s request and provided them with 
electronic devices,” said Boyd Johnson, the campaign’s attorney.

 u North Korea’s foreign 
ministry yesterday slammed 
US Secretary of State 

Antony Blinken’s comments on Pyongyang’s 
relations with Moscow, saying the remarks 
would “only escalate the dangerous political 
and military tension” on the peninsula. 
Blinken was in Seoul earlier this week after 
attending a G7 foreign ministers’ meeting in 
Japan. He met with South Korean President 

Yoon Suk Yeol and other top officials. During his visit to the South Korean 
capital, he said military ties between Pyongyang and Moscow were “growing and 
dangerous”, and urged Beijing, Pyongyang’s main ally, to restrain the nuclear-
armed North. Pyongyang yesterday condemned Blinken and said his comments 
were “irresponsible and provocative”.

Ally of Myanmar junta chief 
jailed for corruption: state media

North Korea slams Blinken’s 
comments on ties with Moscow

FBI agents seized New York 
mayor’s cell phones: lawyer

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a speech

Combat hits Gaza hospitals 
as Israel confronts toll fears
• Gaza’s largest 
hospital, Al-Shifa, 
repeatedly hit, losing 
power for hours after a 
generator was targeted

AFP | Jerusalem

Gaza hospitals reported 
being under constant fire 
and running on nearly ex-

hausted supplies as Israel reject-
ed key allies’ condemnation of 
a rising civilian death toll in the 
Hamas-controlled territory.

The director of the besieged 
Palestinian territory’s largest hos-
pital, Al-Shifa, said yesterday the 
compound was struck repeated-
ly overnight and lost power for 
hours after its generator was hit.

“We received calls about doz-
ens of dead and hundreds wound-
ed in air and artillery strikes, but 
our ambulances weren’t able to 
go out because of gunfire,” said 
hospital director Mohammad Abu 
Salmiya.

Israel has denied targeting hos-
pitals and its army has accused 
Hamas of using the medical fa-
cilities as command centres and 

hideouts, a charge the Palestinian 
group denies.

The Hamas-run Gaza health 
ministry said dozens of prema-
ture babies at Al-Shifa compound 
were at risk of dying because the 
lack of generator fuel meant their 
incubators could be shut down 
yesterday as fighting raged.

They added one of the babies 
had died, and one person was 
killed and several others wound-
ed in a strike on Al-Shifa early 
yesterday.

The suffering in Gaza has 

prompted growing calls for a halt 
in five weeks of fighting in order 
to protect civilian lives and allow 
humanitarian aid into the densely 
populated territory.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron said Israel had the right 
to defend itself but urged it to 
stop strikes on civilians in Gaza: 
“These babies, these ladies, 
these old people are bombed and 
killed.”

The Gaza health ministry says 
Israeli fighting has killed more 
than 11,000 people, also mostly 

civilians and thousands of them 
children.

Islamic Jihad, another Palestin-
ian armed group present in Gaza, 
said yesterday its “fighters are 
engaged in fierce clashes in the 
vicinity of Al-Shifa hospital com-
plex” and other areas of Gaza City, 
claiming to have caused “casual-
ties in the ranks of the (Israeli) 
enemy forces”.

‘Far too many’ deaths 
Concern over the civilian toll 

has also come from staunch Israel 
ally Washington, with US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken 
saying Friday: “Far too many Pal-
estinians have been killed.”

The conflict has stoked regional 
tensions, with deadly cross-bor-
der exchanges between the Israeli 
army and Lebanon’s Hezbollah 
movement.

In northern Gaza, the director 
of the Indonesian hospital said 
lack of fuel forced the facility to 
cut power to thinks like their de-
salination plant, scanners and 
lifts.

“The hospital is working with 
30-40 percent of its capacity,” 
Atef Al-Kahlot said.

“We call on the honourable 
people of the world, if any of them 
are left, to put pressure on the 
occupation forces to supply the 
Indonesian hospital and the rest 
of the hospitals in the Gaza Strip.”

Hospitals have become key sites 
for Palestinians seeking refuge 
from the intense gun battles and 
bombardment.

A wounded boy at the Indone-
sian hospital, Youssef Al-Najjar, 
said he was waiting for surgery 
but the necessary machines were 
off due to lack of power.

“I’m very thirsty but I’m not 
allowed to drink or eat until the 
operation is done,” he added.

Twenty of Gaza’s 36 hospitals 
are “no longer functioning”, the 
UN’s humanitarian agency said.

Two premature babies die at Gaza 
hospital: Israeli NGO citing doctors

AFP | Jerusalem

Two premature babies have 
died due to power cuts at 

Gaza’s largest hospital, Physi-
cians for Human Rights Israel 
said yesterday, citing doctors 
there, as fighting rages around 
the Al-Shifa complex.

“As a result of the lack of 
electricity, we can report that 
the neonatal intensive care 
unit has stopped working. Two 
premature infants have died, 
and there is a real risk to the 
lives of 37 other premature 
infants” at Al-Shifa hospital, 
the Israeli doctors’ group said 
in a statement.

No fuel has entered Gaza in 
more than five weeks of war, 
prompting multiple hospitals 
and clinics relying on genera-
tors to shut down.

“The hospital is besieged, 
with no option to bring in the 
corpses and injured people 
sprawled outside. There is no 
movement in or out of the hos-
pital,” Physicians for Human 

Rights Israel said.
The Israeli military has 

denied there is a siege at the 
hospital, where thousands of 
residents have taken shelter, as 
troops battle Palestinian mili-
tants in the area.

Heavy gunfire and explo-
sions were heard through-
out yesterday from AFP’s live 
camera, situated a few hun-
dred metres from Al-Shifa  
hospital.

“The picture we are now 
seeing at Shifa is no longer of a 
humanitarian catastrophe -- it 
is a collective death sentence,” 
Physicians for Human Rights 
Israel said.

A picture shows a view of the exterior of Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

Patients and internally displaced people are pictured at Al-Shifa hospital in Gaza City

Lack of generator fuel 
endangers dozens of 
premature babies in 

incubators at Al-Shifa 
hospital
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Paris 
protesters call 
for end to Gaza 
massacre

AFP | Paris

Several thousand people 
demonstrated in Paris 

yesterday under the rallying 
cry “Stop the massacre in 
Gaza”.

The left-wing organisers 
called for France to “de-
mand an immediate cease-
fire” between Israel and 
Hamas militants.

“I came to support the 
Palestinian cause, for a 
ceasefire in Gaza,” said 
engineer Ahlem Triki, a 
Palestinian flag over her 
shoulders.

“It is elementary that as 
activists or simple citizens, 
you go out on to the street 
to support the Palestini-
an people,” said 85-year-
old trade unionist Claude  
Marill.

Protesters march in Paris
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Tibetan troops 
occupy Chang’an for 
15 days, capital of the 
Chinese Tang Dynasty

Leon Trotsky is expelled from 
the Soviet Communist Party, 
paving the way for Joseph Stalin 
to consolidate complete power

Cyclone Bhola makes landfall in East 
Pakistan (Bangladesh) killing up 
to 500,000, making it the deadliest 
tropical cyclone ever recorded

The World Wide Web is first 
proposed by CERN computer 
scientists Tim Berners-Lee 
and Robert Cailliau
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Sudan fighting destroys strategic Khartoum bridge
AFP | Khartoum

A strategic Nile bridge in Su-
dan’s capital has collapsed, 

the army and rival paramilitar-
ies said in separate statements 
yesterday, trading blame for 
its destruction nearly seven 
months into their devastating 
war.

Witnesses reported “clear 
signs of destruction on the 
Shambat Bridge” which crosses 
the White Nile and connect-
ing Khartoum’s sister cities of 
Khartoum North and Omdur-
man.

Images posted online, which 
AFP was unable to immediately 

verify, showed a section of the 
bridge about halfway across 
the river had disappeared. Ve-

hicles, apparently damaged, lay 
on the part of the bridge still  
standing.

Pope dismisses US bishop who was prominent critic
AFP | Vatican City

Pope Francis yesterday dis-
missed US bishop Joseph 

Strickland, a prominent con-
servative who has repeatedly 
criticised his papacy, the Vati-
can announced.

The rare decision to remove 
a senior Catholic figure came 
after Francis sent two US bish-
ops to visit Strickland’s Texas 
diocese in June.

“The Holy Father has relieved 
from the pastoral governance of 
the diocese of Tyler (US) Joseph 
E. Strickland,” the Vatican said 
in a statement.

It said the bishop of Austin, 
Joe Vasquez, had been named 
as apostolic administrator of 
the diocese, but gave no further 
details.

The Vatican has not said what 
sparked the apostolic visitation 

this summer -- which Strick-
land himself made public -- or 
what conclusions were drawn.

But Strickland, appointed by 
former pope Benedict XVI in 
2012, was one of the most prom-
inent critics of Pope Francis.

The Argentine pope, 86, has 
sought to forge a more compas-
sionate Church, open to differ-
ent views.

But he has faced intense op-
position from critics -- particu-
larly in the United States -- who 
accused him of causing confu-
sion and failing to uphold key 
Catholic beliefs.

In a message earlier this 
year on X, formerly Twitter, 
Strickland accused the pope 
of “undermining the deposit of  
faith”.

In a blog posted on his web-
site in September, the bishop 
addressed rumours that he was 
being encouraged by the Vati-
can to step down.

“I cannot resign as bishop of 
Tyler because that would be me 
abandoning the flock” under his 
care, he wrote.

Smoke rises from north of Khartoum (file photo)

Pope Francis

Moscow targets Kyiv region 
after a long period of calm

AFP | Kyiv

A missile targeted Kyiv 
yesterday, ending nearly 

two months of relative calm 
in the Ukrainian capital, 
while frontline regions fend-
ed off waves of drone attacks  
overnight.

Ukraine is bracing for a 
renewed Russian aerial on-
slaught this winter, after sys-
tematic strikes last year tar-
geted the country’s energy 
grid, leaving thousands with-
out heating or electricity in 
freezing temperatures for long 
periods.

“After a long pause of 52 
days, the enemy renewed mis-
sile attacks on Kyiv,” said the 
head of the Kyiv city military 
administration Sergiy Popko.

He added that the Russians 
had launched a missile attack 
on the capital yesterday morn-
ing.

AFP journalists in central 

Kyiv heard two strong explo-
sions and saw trails in the sky 
at dawn.

Air sirens sounded soon af-
ter that.

Asked why the alarm had 
gone off after the explosion, air 
force spokesman Yuriy Ignat 
said on television that “ballis-
tic missiles fly extremely fast 
and are not as visible as cruise 
missiles on the radars.”

The air force said it was clar-
ifying whether the capital had 
been targeted by an Iskander 
ballistic missile, or by an S-400 
anti-aircraft missile.

P r e s i d e n t  Vo l o d y m y r 
Zelensky said Tuesday that 
Ukraine had deployed more 
Western air defence systems, 
as it braces for a second full 
winter of Russian attacks on 
energy facilities. Air defences 
last downed a missile in Kyiv 
on September 21. The falling 
debris wounded seven people, 
including a child.

Thousands march in London at Armistice Day pro-Palestinian demo
AFP | London

Hu g e  c r o w d s  m a r c h e d 
through the British capital 

yesterday, as pro-Palestinian sup-
porters made their latest mass call 
for a ceasefire, with police out 
in force to prevent clashes with 
counter-protesters.

The “National March for Pal-
estine”, organised by the Stop 
the War Coalition, set off after a 
two-minutes’ silence to remem-
ber Britain’s war dead on Armi-
stice Day was observed at The 
Cenotaph war memorial in cen-
tral London at 1100 GMT.

Huge crowds of protesters 
waved black, red, white and 
green Palestinian flags and held 
aloft placards proclaiming “Stop 
Bombing Gaza”, just over a month 
since the crisis began.

As the march set off, protest-
ers shouted “free Palestine” and 
“ceasefire now”.

London’s Metropolitan Police 

has made a total of nearly 100 ar-
rests at previous pro-Palestinian 
marches.

But yesterday’s march has gen-

erated concern because it coin-
cides with Armistice Day, com-
memorating the end of fighting in 
World War I in 1918 -- and polit-
ical criticisms about the policing 
operation.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
made a late plea for calm late on 
Friday, calling for protesters to do 
so “respectfully and peacefully”.

Met Police deputy assistant 
commissioner Laurence Tay-
lor said march organisers had 
changed the route from Hyde 
Park to the US Embassy in south 
London to ensure it will not pass 
any landmark memorials.

Previous events have seen 
“small groups break away” and 
that “their behaviour has been 
escalating and becoming more vi-
olent”, Taylor, who is leading the 
policing operation, told reporters.

Israel drone strikes deep into Lebanese territory: official media
AFP | London

An Israeli drone struck yester-
day a vehicle deep in Leba-

nese territory, official media in 
Lebanon said, after weeks of skir-
mishes mainly limited to border 
areas since the Israel-Hamas war 
began.

Lebanon’s National News Agen-
cy (NNA) said “an enemy drone 
targeted a pick-up truck” on a 
farmland in the Zahrani area on 
Lebanon’s coast, some 45 kilo-
metres (28 miles) from the Israe-
li border, without reporting any 
casualties.

The frontier between the two 
countries has seen daily exchang-
es of fire, mainly between Leb-
anon’s Iran-backed Hezbollah 

movement and Israel, since Oc-
tober 7 when attacks on Israel by 
Palestinian militant group Hamas 

sparked war.
Yesterday’s was the deepest Is-

raeli strike on Lebanese territory 

since the latest hostilities began. 
It also came hours before Hezbol-
lah chief Hassan Nasrallah was 
due to make a televised address 
at 3:00 pm (1300 GMT).

The Lebanese army prevented 
journalists from approaching the 
area, which is near the Zahrani 
power plant, one of Lebanon’s 
ailing energy facilities.

The NNA reported Israeli at-
tacks on areas near the border 
yesterday, while an AFP corre-
spondent in northern Israel re-
ported apparent incoming rocket 
fire after air raid sirens sounded.

Hezbollah said it carried out 
two cross-border attacks on Israe-
li troops yesterday, claiming they 
caused casualties.

Former Labout party leader Jeremy Corbyn (C) joins protesters with placards and 
flags taking part in the ‘National March For Palestine’ in central London

Shells fired from northern Israel fall close to the village of Yarine near Lebanon’s 
southern border with northern Israel

Croatian defence 
minister seriously 
injured in car crash
AFP | Zagreb

Croatia’s defence min-
ister was seriously in-

jured yesterday in a car col-
lision that killed the driver 
of the other vehicle, his 
ministry said.

Mario Banozic was trav-
elling in his private car and 
was leaving the town of 
Vinkovci, 276 kilometres 
(172 miles) east of the capi-
tal Zagreb, when it rammed 
into a van, a statement said.

Banozic suffered seri-
ous head injuries and was 
rushed to hospital, govern-
ment spokesman Marko 
Milic said, adding: “Accord-
ing to the doctors, his life is 
out of danger”.

Spain arrests 121 
people after giant 
child pornography 
operation
AFP | Madrid

Spanish police yesterday 
announced the arrest 

of 121 people suspected of 
making or distributing child 
pornography after a nation-
wide operation.

A statement said 118 men 
and three women had been 
arrested and nearly 500 
terabytes “of an extremely 
hard nature” seized.

Two of the men had been 
placed in detention

Police inspect the scene of Russian shelling in Kyiv, UkraineNo fuel has 
entered Gaza in 

more than five weeks 
of war, prompting 
multiple hospitals 

and clinics relying on 
generators to shut 

down


