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News in brief

o0 o o 4 Britain’s trade
B"tISh trade minister minister arrived in India

arrives in Indiafor talks yesterday to begin talks
as part of its efforts to sign its own trade
deals following its departure from the
European Union. Anne-Marie Trevelyan is
due to meet officials in New Delhi before
formally launching negotiations with her
counterpart, Piyush Goyal, today, her office
| said. India and former colonial power Britain
- - already share strong trade tries and more
than a million people of Indian origin live in Britain after decades of migration..

ML Chinese man jailed for setting
been sentenced to seven

¢ 1
Tt e slow’ internet cables on fire

internet equipment ablaze after becoming enraged over a slow connection,
authorities have said. The man, surnamed Lan, was at an internet cafe in
southern Guangxi province last June when his frustration with the connection
speed spilled over. He responded by destroying a public box containing optical
fibre network cables, a local court said in a statement on Monday.

. & Agolf club
Pakistan court orders golf course | - ging to

shut inrare rulingagainst military  p.yictans military

was closed yesterday after a court ruled
it encroached on national park land in
; the capital and breached environment
regulations. In a rare ruling against the
country’s powerful armed forces, judge Athar
Minallah said Tuesday that the navy had

: “illegally” established Margalla Greens Golf
Club, an 18-hole course adjacent to the country’s top military university.

S nsialald  ‘Noultimatums’: Russia sets out
security guarantees  S€CUNity demands at NATO meeting

in Europe to NATO’s 30 allies yesterday but insisted ¢
they were not ultimatums following intense talks
with the United States in Geneva that failed to
break the deadlock. NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg received Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Alexander Grushko at allied headquarters to try to
defuse the worst East-West tensions since the Cold War
over Russia massing troops near its border with Ukraine. Moscow has dismissed
concerns expressed by the United States that it may be planning to invade its
neighbour and Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said live-fire exercises on the
Ukraine border on Tuesday were not linked to the NATO talks.

< Attorneys asked
Judge asked to delay Theranos Ny

founder sentencmg toSeptember ;o centencing of

“7s fallen biotech star Elizabeth Holmes, who was
() found guilty of defrauding investors in her
blood-testing startup Theranos. Holmes is a rare
example of a tech exec being brought to book over
a company flaming out, in a sector littered with
the carcasses of money-losing businesses that once
promised untold riches.
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North Korea’s Kim urges more ‘military
muscle’ after hypersonic missile test

Kim officially at
test for first time
since March 2020

AFP | Seoul

I(im Jong Un personally
oversaw the successful test

of a hypersonic missile, state
media said yesterday, and urged
North Korea to press ahead
with building more “strategic
military muscle” despite in-
ternational sanctions over its
nuclear weapons programme.

Kim Jong Un personally
oversaw the successful test of
a hypersonic missile, state me-
dia said yesterday, and urged
North Korea to press ahead
with building more “strategic
military muscle” despite in-
ternational sanctions over its
nuclear weapons programme.

Pictures in state media
showed Kim using binoculars
to observe the second missile
launch by the nuclear-armed
nation in less than a week.

Hypersonic missiles are list-
ed among the “top priority”
tasks for strategic weapons
development in North Korea’s
five-year plan.

After the launch, Kim said
North Korea must “further ac-
celerate the efforts to steadily
build up the country’s strategic
military muscle both in quality
and quantity and further mod-
ernize the army”, according to
KCNA.

The Tuesday test, which came
as the UN Security Council met
in New York to discuss Pyong-
yang’s weapons programme,
sparked swift condemnation,
with the US State Department
branding it a “threat... to the
international community.”

It was the third reported
North Korean test of a hyper-
sonic gliding missile. The first,
which took place four months

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, looks at the monitors as a test launch

of a missile
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Hypersonic weapons
fly at five times the
speed of sound, could
pose a crucial chal-
lenge to missile de-
fense systems because
of their speed and

maneuverability

ago, was followed by one last
week.

North Korea’s state news
agency KCNA said the most
recent test demonstrated “the
superior manoeuverability of
the hypersonic glide vehicle”.
It also claimed it accurately hit
a target some 1,000 kilometers
(620 miles) away.

South Korea’s military, which
had cast doubt on Pyongyang’s
initial claims, said the mis-
sile launched on Tuesday had
reached hypersonic speeds and
showed clear signs of “pro-
gress” from last week’s test.

The missile flew 700 kilo-

metres (435 miles) at an alti-
tude of about 60 kilometres (37
miles) at Mach 10 speed, Seoul’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff said.

Hypersonic missiles travel
at speeds of at least Mach 5 --
five times the speed of sound --
and can manoeuvre mid-flight,
making them harder to track
and intercept.

“Everything about this test is
areminder that North Korea is
all-in on a new military mod-
ernization campaign,” Ankit
Panda of the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace
said on Twitter yesterday.

“Kim’s working his way down
his 8th Party Congress wish
list and is once again person-
ally guiding tests,” Panda said,
referring to a recent meeting
of high-level North Korean of-
ficials.

Russia, the United States
and China have all reported
successfully testing hypersonic
glide missiles. Russia is gener-
ally seen as the world leader in
the technology.

Leif-Eric Easley, a professor
at Ewha University in Seoul,
said the weapon was not ready
for deployment.

“Nonetheless, Pyongyang’s
ability to threaten its neigh-
bours continues to grow,” he
said.

UK PN
attenc

Boris Johnson apologis

Opposition calls
on Johnson to quit

AFP | London

K Prime Minister Boris
l | Johnson yesterday offered

“heartfelt apologies” for
attending a lockdown-breach-
ing party held in his Downing
Street garden, but deflected calls
to resign as the opposition lead-
er called him a “man without
shame”.

Breaking his silence over the
latest of a slew of allegations
regarding top-level misbehav-
iour, Johnson said he regarded
the boozy get-together in May
2020 as awork event for Downing
Street staff. The British media
dubbed the affair “partygate”.

He added that he did not appre-
ciate how it would look to millions
of Britons who were respecting
Covid rules, even missing out on
farewells to dying relatives.

“And to them and to this House
I offer my heartfelt apologies,”
Johnson told a stormy session of
questions in the House of Com-
mons.

Keir Starmer, leader of the main
opposition Labour party, dis-
missed the apology as “worthless”
and mocked Johnson for belated-
ly speaking out after “months of
deceit and deception”.

“Is he now going to do the de-
cent thing and resign?” Starmer
said, demanding the Conservative
leader’s head for the first time and
arguing: “The prime minister’s a

Pope makes surprise visit to Rome
record store, gets classwal CD

Reuters | Rome

Pope Francis, a lover of &

classical music, slipped
out of the Vatican on Tues-
day evening to visit old friends
who run a Rome record shop
and came away with a gift of
a CD.

The visit was to have re-
mained private but Javier
Martinez-Brocal, a reporter
for the Rome Reports televi-
sion news agency, was in the
area by chance, filmed it with
his smart phone, and posted it
on Twitter.

Francis stayed inside the
StereoSound record shop near
the ancient Pantheon for little
more than 10 minutes. A Vat-
ican spokesman said Francis
had gone there to bless the
shop because it had been re-
cently renovated.

Martinez-Brocal told Reu-
ters the shop’s owners told him
that they had become friends
with the pope years ago when
he was Cardinal Jorge Mario
Bergoglio, archbishop of Bue-
nos Aires.

He would visit their shop
to buy classical music records

A screen grab taken from a video
shows Pope Francis walking out of a
record shop in Rome

and cDs when he was in Rome
on Church business and stayed
at a nearby residence for visit-
ing clerics.

They said they gave the
pope a CD of classical music
but declined to be more spe-
cific. Francis is known to like
Beethoven, Mozart and Bach
-- and even tango music from
his native Argentina.

The video showed the pope,
who shuns bulletproof cars
leaving the shop and getting
into a simple white Fiat 500
with Vatican number plates.

About 70 South Korean att
tech show test positive for «

Reuters | San Francisco

bout 70 South Korean nation-

als who attended the giant
CES tech trade show in Las Vegas
last week tested positive for COV-
ID-19, health authorities of the
Asian country said yesterday.
These included some execu-
tives and staff of major South Ko-
rean companies, according to in-
dustry sources and one company.
About 20 people from Samsung
Electronics and about six at SK

SON YOUNG-RAE, A SENIOR SOUTH KOREAN
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Attendees pass by a CES sign during CES 2

Group, parent of energy firm SK
Innovation and chipmaker SK
Hynix, were among those who
tested positive for the virus af-
ter attending CES, the sources
said.

The cases risk dealing a blow
to South Korea’s COVID-19 con-
trol, after the country had just
brought down daily number of
infections from record highs in
December by restoring tough so-
cial distancing rules and widely
adopting vaccine passports at
public locations.



