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Nika riots begin in Constantinople, 
revolt against Emperor Justinian I, 
prompted by chariot racing

John Walter publishes 1st 
issue of “The Times” of 
London

Adolf Hitler declares “Total 
War” against the Allies

Microsoft chairman Bill Gates 
steps aside as chief executive and 
promotes company president 
Steve Ballmer to the position
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“Will we choose de-
mocracy over autoc-

racy, light over shadow, 
justice over injustice?” @
POTUS asked in Georgia. 
The debate over voting 
rights legislation truly 
comes down to those 
choices. The Senate must 
act.

@HillaryClinton

The Senate has a job 
to do. Pass the Free-

dom to Vote Act and 
the John Lewis Voting 
Rights Advancement 
Act.  We need to ensure 
that all Americans can 
exercise their funda-
mental right to vote. If 
we are not vigilant, de-
mocracy will not stand.

@VP

We must speed up 
our efforts to ex-

pand production, remove 
trade barriers, and share 
doses to vaccinate 70% 
of populations in ALL 
countries by mid-2022. 
#VaccinEquity will save 
countless lives.

@DrTedros

12 years ago, a devas-
tat ing  earthquake 

claimed hundreds of 
thousands of lives in Hai-
ti, including 102 mem-
bers of the @UN family. 
Today and every day, we 
remember the victims 
& honour their legacy 
through our work. They 
will never be forgotten.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Several killed in jihadist-claimed blast in Somali capital
AFP | Mogadishu

Several people were killed 
yesterday in a suicide car 

bomb blast in Somalia’s capital 
Mogadishu, officials said.

The attack was claimed by 
the Al-Shabaab jihadist group, 
which said in a brief statement 
that it was targeting “foreign 
officers”.

It took place only days after 
Somali leaders had agreed on a 
new timetable for long-delayed 
elections in the troubled Horn 
of Africa country.

The government said in a 
statement on Twitter that it con-
demned the “cowardly” suicide 
attack, and gave a toll of four 
dead and six injured.

“Such acts of terrorism will 
not derail the peace & the on-
going development in the coun-
try. We must unite in the fight 
against terrorism.”

Local government security of-
ficer Mohamed Abdi had earlier 
told AFP that at least six people 
were killed.

“It has also caused devasta-
tion in the area,” he said, warn-
ing that the toll could be higher 
because a large number of peo-
ple were in the area.

‘Destroyed buildings’ 
Witnesses said a multi-vehi-

cle private security convoy es-
corting foreigners was passing 
by the area in southern Moga-
dishu when the explosion hit.

“I saw some of the passengers 
injured and being carried after 
the blast,” said one witness, Os-
man Hassan.

Another witness, Hassan Nur, 
said: “The blast was so huge 
that it has destroyed most of 
the buildings nearby the road 
and vehicles passing by the area.

“I saw several dead and 
wounded people strewn in the 

road.”
Somalia has been in the grip 

of a political crisis since Feb-
ruary last year after it failed to 
reach agreement on holding 
new elections.

The impasse set off a bitter 
power struggle between Presi-
dent Mohamed Abdullahi Mo-
hamed, better known as Far-
majo, and his Prime Minister 
Mohamed Hussein Roble.

Under a deal announced late 
Sunday after talks between Ro-
ble and state leaders, parlia-
mentary polls that should have 
wrapped up last year are now 

due to be concluded by Febru-
ary 25.

The agreement appeared to 
ease the standoff between Ro-
ble and Farmajo, who said in a 
statement late Monday that he 
applauded the “positive result” 
on the election timetable.

The crisis had set alarm bells 
ringing in the internation-
al community, which fears it 
threatens the stability of a frag-
ile country still battling a violent 
insurgency by Al-Shabaab.

Pope makes surprise visit to Rome 
record store, gets classical CD
Reuters | Rome

Pope Francis, a lover of 
classical music, slipped 

out of the Vatican on Tues-
day evening to visit old friends 
who run a Rome record shop 
and came away with a gift of 
a CD.

The visit was to have re-
mained private but Javier 
Martinez-Brocal, a reporter 
for the Rome Reports televi-
sion news agency, was in the 
area by chance, filmed it with 
his smart phone, and posted it 
on Twitter.

Francis stayed inside the 
StereoSound record shop near 
the ancient Pantheon for little 
more than 10 minutes. A Vat-
ican spokesman said Francis 
had gone there to bless the 
shop because it had been re-
cently renovated.

Martinez-Brocal told Reu-
ters the shop’s owners told him 
that they had become friends 
with the pope years ago when 
he was Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio, archbishop of Bue-
nos Aires.

He would visit their shop 
to buy classical music records 

and CDs when he was in Rome 
on Church business and stayed 
at a nearby residence for visit-
ing clerics.

They said they gave the 
pope a CD of classical music 
but declined to be more spe-
cific. Francis is known to like 
Beethoven, Mozart and Bach 
-- and even tango music from 
his native Argentina.

The video showed the pope, 
who shuns bulletproof cars 
leaving the shop and getting 
into a simple white Fiat 500 
with Vatican number plates.

UK PM Johnson apologises for 
attending lockdown party
Boris Johnson apologises and says he attended Downing Street party for about 25 minutes on 20 May 2020

• Opposition calls 
on Johnson to quit

AFP | London

UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson yesterday offered 
“heartfelt apologies” for 

attending a lockdown-breach-
ing party held in his Downing 
Street garden, but deflected calls 
to resign as the opposition lead-
er called him a “man without 
shame”.

Breaking his silence over the 
latest of a slew of allegations 
regarding top-level misbehav-
iour, Johnson said he regarded 
the boozy get-together in May 
2020 as a work event for Downing 
Street staff. The British media 
dubbed the affair “partygate”.

He added that he did not appre-
ciate how it would look to millions 
of Britons who were respecting 
Covid rules, even missing out on 
farewells to dying relatives.

“And to them and to this House 
I offer my heartfelt apologies,” 
Johnson told a stormy session of 
questions in the House of Com-
mons.

Keir Starmer, leader of the main 
opposition Labour party, dis-
missed the apology as “worthless” 
and mocked Johnson for belated-
ly speaking out after “months of 
deceit and deception”.

“Is he now going to do the de-
cent thing and resign?” Starmer 
said, demanding the Conservative 
leader’s head for the first time and 
arguing: “The prime minister’s a 

man without shame.”
Even some on his own side want 

Johnson to go, but in response 
to Starmer, he urged all sides to 
await the findings of an internal 
inquiry he has commissioned by 
a senior civil servant.

There have been a flurry of ac-
cusations about Downing Street 
parties held during lockdowns in 
2020 which have dogged Johnson 
since late last year, sparking wide-
spread public anger and sinking 
poll ratings.

Lisa Wilkie was forced to film 
her brother dying of Covid in in-
tensive care in May 2020, because 
her mother was not allowed to 
visit the hospital under the re-
strictions.

“People died sticking to the 
rules, and they broke those rules 
to have a bottle of wine,” a tearful 
Wilkie told the BBC.

The prime minister had stone-
walled the issue since an email 
was leaked late Monday in which 
a senior aide invited more than 
100 colleagues to the event on 
May 20, 2020, encouraging them 
to “bring your own booze”.

Both Johnson and his wife 
Carrie attended the gathering, 
according to anonymous witness-
es quoted in the media, inten-
sifying anger even among party 
colleagues.

“If the prime minister knowing-
ly attended a party I don’t see how 
he can survive, having accepted 

resignations for far less,” Con-
servative lawmaker Nigel Mills 
told the BBC earlier.

The event occurred when the 
government was ordering mem-
bers of the public not to meet, 
even outdoors, and tight restric-
tions were in place on social mix-
ing, including at funerals.

Police at the time fined those 
breaching the rules, and had the 
option to prosecute repeat or 
egregious offenders.

Hannah Brady, whose father’s 
death certificate was being signed 
on May 20, 2020, penned an open 
letter with other bereaved fami-
lies Johnson has personally met, 
urging him to “do the right thing” 
and explain what happened.

Even the front pages of newspa-
pers that normally back Johnson 
and the Tories were damning.

“Is the party over for PM?” 
asked the best-selling Daily Mail, 
while the Daily Telegraph’s head-
line said: “Johnson losing Tory 
support.”

“It’s my party and I’ll lie low if I 

want to,” mocked The Sun tabloid.
Johnson had hoped to start 

the new year afresh, leaving 
behind the accusations of lock-
down-breaking parties and sep-
arate claims of cronyism and 
corruption that contributed to a 
shock by-election defeat for the 
Tories before Christmas.

Meanwhile, London’s Metro-
politan Police have said they have 
been in contact with the Cabinet 
Office about the May 2020 gath-
ering, raising the possibility of a 
more serious, criminal probe.

The ongoing furore appeared to 
be proving increasingly unbeara-
ble for Conservative lawmakers.

“How do you defend the in-
defensible? You can’t!” Tory MP 
Christian Wakeford tweeted yes-
terday. “It’s embarrassing and 
what’s worse is it further erodes 
trust in politics when it’s already 
low.”

Wreck of Taiwan’s 
most advanced 
fighter jet found 
after crash

AFP | Seoul

Ta i wa n e s e  re s c u e r s 
yesterday located the 

wreckage of a F-16V jet 
that crashed into the sea a 
day before, less than two 
months after the island 
launched the first squad-
ron of its most advanced 
fighters.

The jet disappeared from 
radar screens around half 
an hour after taking off for 
a routine training mission 
from its base in southwest-
ern Taiwan on Tuesday.

The air force said the jet 
plunged into the sea with no 
sign of the 28-year-old pilot 
ejecting in time.

The national rescue cen-
tre said wreckage of fuse-
lage had been found but 
there were no signs of the 
pilot following an all-night 
search involving multiple 
helicopters, coastguard ves-
sels and over 60 officials.

The incident has dealt a 
blow to the new squadron 
of US-made F-16Vs that was 
commissioned in Novem-
ber as Taiwan upgraded its 
ageing fleet amid rising ten-
sions with China.

The airforce has tempo-
rarily grounded its entire 
F16 fleet.

Beijing claims self-ruled 
Taiwan as part of its terri-
tory and has vowed to take 
it one day, by force if nec-
essary.
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recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 394,740 22,014 328,957 43,769

Saudi 
Arabia

593,545 +5,362 8,899 +2 552,057 32,589

UAE 793,314 +2,616 2,181 +4 755,670 35,463

Kuwait 446,547 +4,548 2,473 415,608 28,466

Oman 309,588 +718 4,119 301,287 4,182

Qatar 282,904 +4,206 621 250,570 31,713

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 63,777,680 865,166

2 India 36,312,486 484,740

3 Brazil 22,630,142 620,281

4 UK 14,862,138 151,007

5 France 12,934,982 126,305

6 Russia 10,702,150 318,432

7 Turkey 10,195,676 84,125

8 Italy 7,971,068 139,872

9 Germany 7,710,592 115,603

10 Spain 7,592,242 90,383

11 Argentina 6,533,635 117,595

12 Iran 6,212,387 131,972

13 Colombia 5,380,841 130,460

14 Indonesia 4,268,097 144,150
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News in brief 
 u Britain’s trade 
minister arrived in India 
yesterday to begin talks 

as part of its efforts to sign its own trade 
deals following its departure from the 
European Union. Anne-Marie Trevelyan is 
due to meet officials in New Delhi before 
formally launching negotiations with her 
counterpart, Piyush Goyal, today, her office 
said. India and former colonial power Britain 
already share strong trade tries and more 

than a million people of Indian origin live in Britain after decades of migration..

 u A man in China has 
been sentenced to seven 
years in jail for setting 
internet equipment ablaze after becoming enraged over a slow connection, 
authorities have said. The man, surnamed Lan, was at an internet cafe in 
southern Guangxi province last June when his frustration with the connection 
speed spilled over. He responded by destroying a public box containing optical 
fibre network cables, a local court said in a statement on Monday.

 u A golf club 
belonging to 
Pakistan’s military 

was closed yesterday after a court ruled 
it encroached on national park land in 
the capital and breached environment 
regulations. In a rare ruling against the 
country’s powerful armed forces, judge Athar 
Minallah said Tuesday that the navy had 
“illegally” established Margalla Greens Golf 

Club, an 18-hole course adjacent to the country’s top military university.

 u Russia laid 
out its demands for 
security guarantees 
in Europe to NATO’s 30 allies yesterday but insisted 
they were not ultimatums following intense talks 
with the United States in Geneva that failed to 
break the deadlock. NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg received Russian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Alexander Grushko at allied headquarters to try to 
defuse the worst East-West tensions since the Cold War 
over Russia massing troops near its border with Ukraine. Moscow has dismissed 
concerns expressed by the United States that it may be planning to invade its 
neighbour and Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov said live-fire exercises on the 
Ukraine border on Tuesday were not linked to the NATO talks.

 u Attorneys asked 
a judge to delay 
the sentencing of 

fallen biotech star Elizabeth Holmes, who was 
found guilty of defrauding investors in her 
blood-testing startup Theranos. Holmes is a rare 
example of a tech exec being brought to book over 
a company flaming out, in a sector littered with 
the carcasses of money-losing businesses that once 
promised untold riches.

British trade minister 
arrives in India for talks

Pakistan court orders golf course 
shut in rare ruling against military

Judge asked to delay Theranos 
founder sentencing to September

Chinese man jailed for setting 
‘slow’ internet cables on fire

‘No ultimatums’: Russia sets out 
security demands at NATO meeting

North Korea’s Kim urges more ‘military 
muscle’ after hypersonic missile test

• Kim officially at 
test for first time 
since March 2020

AFP | Seoul

Kim Jong Un personally 
oversaw the successful test 

of a hypersonic missile, state 
media said yesterday, and urged 
North Korea to press ahead 
with building more “strategic 
military muscle” despite in-
ternational sanctions over its 
nuclear weapons programme.

Kim Jong Un personally 
oversaw the successful test of 
a hypersonic missile, state me-
dia said yesterday, and urged 
North Korea to press ahead 
with building more “strategic 
military muscle” despite in-
ternational sanctions over its 
nuclear weapons programme.

Pictures in state media 
showed Kim using binoculars 
to observe the second missile 
launch by the nuclear-armed 
nation in less than a week.

Hypersonic missiles are list-
ed among the “top priority” 
tasks for strategic weapons 
development in North Korea’s 
five-year plan.

After the launch, Kim said 
North Korea must “further ac-
celerate the efforts to steadily 
build up the country’s strategic 
military muscle both in quality 
and quantity and further mod-
ernize the army”, according to 
KCNA.

The Tuesday test, which came 
as the UN Security Council met 
in New York to discuss Pyong-
yang’s weapons programme, 
sparked swift condemnation, 
with the US State Department 
branding it a “threat... to the 
international community.”

It was the third reported 
North Korean test of a hyper-
sonic gliding missile. The first, 
which took place four months 

ago, was followed by one last 
week.

North Korea’s state news 
agency KCNA said the most 
recent test demonstrated “the 
superior manoeuverability of 
the hypersonic glide vehicle”. 
It also claimed it accurately hit 
a target some 1,000 kilometers 
(620 miles) away.

South Korea’s military, which 
had cast doubt on Pyongyang’s 
initial claims, said the mis-
sile launched on Tuesday had 
reached hypersonic speeds and 
showed clear signs of “pro-
gress” from last week’s test.

The missile flew 700 kilo-

metres (435 miles) at an alti-
tude of about 60 kilometres (37 
miles) at Mach 10 speed, Seoul’s 
Joint Chiefs of Staff said.

Hypersonic missiles travel 
at speeds of at least Mach 5 -- 
five times the speed of sound -- 
and can manoeuvre mid-flight, 
making them harder to track 
and intercept.

“Everything about this test is 
a reminder that North Korea is 
all-in on a new military mod-
ernization campaign,” Ankit 
Panda of the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace 
said on Twitter yesterday.

“Kim’s working his way down 
his 8th Party Congress wish 
list and is once again person-
ally guiding tests,” Panda said, 
referring to a recent meeting 
of high-level North Korean of-
ficials.

Russia, the United States 
and China have all reported 
successfully testing hypersonic 
glide missiles. Russia is gener-
ally seen as the world leader in 
the technology.

Leif-Eric Easley, a professor 
at Ewha University in Seoul, 
said the weapon was not ready 
for deployment.

“Nonetheless, Pyongyang’s 
ability to threaten its neigh-
bours continues to grow,” he 
said.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, looks at the monitors as a test launch 
of a missile

About 70 South Korean attendees of US 
tech show test positive for COVID-19
Reuters | San Francisco

About 70 South Korean nation-
als who attended the giant 

CES tech trade show in Las Vegas 
last week tested positive for COV-
ID-19, health authorities of the 
Asian country said yesterday.

These included some execu-
tives and staff of major South Ko-
rean companies, according to in-
dustry sources and one company.

About 20 people from Samsung 
Electronics and about six at SK 

Group, parent of energy firm SK 
Innovation and chipmaker SK 
Hynix, were among those who 
tested positive for the virus af-
ter attending CES, the sources  
said.

The cases risk dealing a blow 
to South Korea’s COVID-19 con-
trol, after the country had just 
brought down daily number of 
infections from record highs in 
December by restoring tough so-
cial distancing rules and widely 
adopting vaccine passports at 
public locations.

Hyundai Heavy Industries said 
six of its employees who attended 
CES tested positive while in the 
United States and were quaran-
tined, and some have been re-
leased since.

“Multiple” Hyundai Motor and 
Hyundai Mobis employees who 
attended CES also tested posi-
tive after arriving back in South 
Korea, South Korean newspaper 
JoongAng Ilbo reported, citing 
an unidentified industry source 
without specifying the exact num-
ber of cases.

Attendees pass by a CES sign during CES 2022 in Las Vegas, Nevada

Rescuers carry away the body of a civilian who was killed in a blast in Mogadishu
A screen grab taken from a video 
shows Pope Francis walking out of a 
record shop in Rome

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson pauses during a coronavirus media briefing in 
Downing Street, London

I know the rage they 
feel with me over the 

government I lead 
when they think that in 

Downing Street itself 
the rules are not being 

properly followed by the 
people who make the 

rules
BORIS JOHNSON

Hypersonic weapons 
fly at five times the 

speed of sound, could 
pose a crucial chal-
lenge to missile de-

fense systems because 
of their speed and 

maneuverability

KNOW WHAT

We are promptly 
contacting those who 

participated in the 
event and conducting 

epidemiological 
investigations, but 
we urge domestic 

businesspeople or those 
who are in Korea that 
attended the event to 
undergo PCR tests as 

soon as possible
SON YOUNG-RAE, A SENIOR SOUTH KOREAN 

HEALTH MINISTRY OFFICIAL

An F-16 fighter jet takes off 
during a military drill at Zhi-Hang 
Air Base in Taitung, Taiwan

Numerous people, 
including some law-

makers, have described 
how the rules kept them 
from the bedsides of dy-
ing loved ones last May 

in contrast to the events 
in Downing Street

KNOW WHAT

The Al-Qaeda-linked 
jihadists have been 

waging a deadly cam-
paign against the weak 

central government 
since 2007 but were 
driven out of Moga-

dishu in 2011 after an 
offensive by an African 

Union force

KNOW WHAT


