
Robbers pull off multimillion-dollar 
copper heist in Chilean port

Reuters | Santiago

Chilean authorities said on 
Wednesday they were in-

vestigating a violent heist in 
Chile’s main seaport where 
thieves stole several shipping 
containers filled with copper 
belonging to state-owned giant 
Codelco.

Juan Carlos Catalan, the lo-
cal prosecutor, said in a state-
ment that ten armed men 
entered the San Antonio port 
early on Tuesday morning, at-
tacked workers and stole 13 
containers, 12 of which had 
copper.

“There was one guard and 
four workers that (the as-
sailants)tied up and beat and 
left locked up,” Catalan said, 
adding that workers alerted 
authorities after they freed 
themselves.

Catalan said authorities are 
investigating and reviewing 
security footage but have not 
detained any suspects.

In a statement to Reuters, 
Codelco said the copper was 
scheduled to be exported and 
was insured. Citing police 
sources, local media reported 
the copper plates were worth 
an estimated $4.4 million.
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Discussed current 
security challenges 

with President of Cy-
prus @AnastasiadesCY . 
Thanked for humanitar-
ian aid for Ukraine and 
willingness to support 
the increase in sanction 
pressure on the aggres-
sor country.

@ZelenskyyUa

For the sixth month 
in a row, yearly in-

flation is down. It might 
be rising in economies 
around the world, but 
it’s coming down here. 
And gas prices, food, and 
more are following. That 
adds up to a break for 
families and proof that 
my plan is working.

@POTUS

3 years ago, the first 
SARS-CoV-2 sequence 

was shared. Today, se-
quencing remains vital. 
We urge all countries to 
keep testing & sharing se-
quences. We understand 
efforts won’t be as intense 
as before but we can’t beat 
this virus with our eyes 
closed.

@DrTedros

13 years ago, a devas-
tat ing  earthquake 

claimed the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of 
people in Haiti, includ-
ing 102 members of the 
@UN family. They will 
never be forgotten.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
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editorial stances)
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US first lady Jill Biden has surgery to remove cancerous skin lesions
Reuters | Washington

US first lady Jill Biden had 
cancerous skin lesions re-

moved from her face and chest 
during surgery on Wednesday, 
and a third lesion was removed 
from her left eyelid and sent for 
examination, the White House 
physician said.

The 71-year-old first lady, ac-
companied by President Joe 
Biden, spent more than eight 
hours at Walter Reed National 
Military Medical Center for the 
outpatient procedure.

All cancerous tissue was re-
moved, the White House phy-
sician said.

The president returned to the 
White House later on Wednes-
day afternoon. The first lady re-

turned separately, her spokes-
person, Vanessa Valdivia, said, 
and was “doing well and in good 

spirits.”
Jill Biden went to the hos-

pital for removal of a skin le-
sion above her right eye. White 
House physician Kevin O’Con-
nor said in a statement that the 
procedure “confirmed that the 
small lesion was basal cell car-
cinoma.”

“All cancerous tissue was 
successfully removed, and the 
margins were clear of any re-
sidual skin cancer cells. We will 
monitor the area closely as it 
heals, but do not anticipate any 
more procedures will be need-
ed,” he said.

In addition, a small lesion 
was discovered on Jill Biden’s 
left eyelid and it was fully ex-
cised and sent for further exam-
ination, O’Connor said.

California is deluged by record rain with more storms coming
Reuters | Mendocino 

The seventh consecutive 
atmospheric river since 

Christmas dumped more rain 
on Northern California on 
Wednesday, offering little relief 
for a state already battered by 
floods, gale force winds, power 
outages and evacuations of en-
tire towns.

While Wednesday’s deluge 
was relatively minor, with less 
rainfall and mostly contained 
to northwestern California, an-
other atmospheric river was 
expected to drench most of the 
state this weekend, said Zack 
Taylor, a meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service’s 
Weather Prediction Center.

The parade of storms is fore-
cast to continue, bringing even 
more heavy rain next week, the 

weather service said.
That will add to record-break-

ing rainfall.
Downtown San Francis-

co recorded a phenomenal 
13.6 inches (34.5 cm) of rain 
from Dec. 26 until Wednesday 

morning, while San Francis-
co International Airport, the 
city of Oakland and the city of 
Stockton all recorded 16-day 
records over the same period, 
the National Weather Service  
said.

Ukraine says fighting to hold Soledar
Ukraine says troops hold out in corpse-strewn battlefield of Soledar as Russian mercenaries claim to have captured the mining town

• Moscow has not 
claimed victory

• Moscow puts chief 
of general staff in direct 
command of invasion

Reuters | Kyiv

Ukraine said yesterday its 
troops were holding out 
despite heavy fighting on 

a battlefield littered with bodies 
in a salt mining town in eastern 
Ukraine, where Russian merce-
naries have claimed Moscow’s 
first significant gain in half a  
year.

The ultra-nationalist contract 
militia Wagner, run by an ally of 
President Vladimir Putin outside 
the main chain of military com-
mand, claims to have taken Sole-
dar after intense fighting that it 
said had left the town strewn with 
Ukrainian dead. But Moscow has 
held off officially proclaiming 
victory.

“At the moment, there are still 
some small pockets of resistance 
in Soledar,” Andrei Bayevsky, a 
Russian-installed local politician, 

said in an online broadcast.
Ukraine has acknowledged 

Russian advances but Deputy De-
fence Minister Hanna Malyar told 
a briefing yesterday that fighting 
was still fierce.

The Russians were “moving 
over their own corpses”, she 
said. Reuters was unable to in-
dependently verify the situation.

Malyar said Russia had in-
creased the number of units in 
Ukraine to 280 from 250 in the 
past week as it seeks to regain the 

initiative.
Kremlin-watchers were por-

ing over Russia’s latest switch of 
battlefield leadership, a day after 
Valery Gerasimov, chief of the 
military’s general staff, was unex-
pectedly given direct command of 
the invasion.

The previous commander of 
three months’ standing, Army 
General Sergei Surovikin, was ef-
fectively demoted to become one 
of Gerasimov’s three deputies.

Moscow explained the deci-

sion - at least the third abrupt 
change of top commander in the 
11-month conflict - as a response 
to the campaign’s growing im-
portance.

Russian and Western com-
mentators alike saw attempts to 
shift blame for setbacks in which 
Russia has lost around 40% of 
the territory it had seized since 
February.

Fixer or fall-guy?
Gerasimov had become a target 

of abuse from nationalist blog-
gers, who have flourished even 

as the Kremlin has shut all inde-
pendent media and jailed critics 
of the war.

“The move is likely to be greet-
ed with extreme displeasure by 
much of the Russian ultra-nation-
alist and military blogger com-
munity, who have increasingly 
blamed Gerasimov for the poor 
execution of the war,” Britain’s 
Ministry of Defence said.

One prominent Russian mil-
itary blogger who posts on the 
Telegram messaging app under 
the name of Rybar said Surovikin 
was being made a scapegoat for 
military debacles.

However, Mick Ryan, a retired 
Australian major general, sug-
gested in a tweet that Putin and 
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu 
had “set up Gerasimov as the fall 
guy for all of Russia’s failures”.

Semyon Pegov, another Russian 
military blogger, noted that “now 
the General Staff is directly and 
uncompromisingly responsible 
for absolutely everything”.

Ukraine’s defence ministry of-
fered mockery. “Every Russian 
general must receive at least one 
opportunity to fail in Ukraine,” 
it tweeted. “Some may be lucky 
enough to fail twice.”

Soledar would be Moscow’s 

biggest gain since a series of hu-
miliating retreats in the second 
half of 2022 - but at immense cost, 
with huge losses on both sides.

It had barely 10,000 inhabitants 
before the war. Russia has failed 
in repeated attempts to capture 
the far more important nearby 
city of Bakhmut, ten times as 
large.

Donetsk governor Pavlo Ky-
rylenko told Ukrainian state TV 
that 559 civilians remained in 
Soledar, including 15 children, 
and could not be evacuated.

Across Ukraine, the front lines 
have barely budged since Russia’s 
last big retreat in the south two 
months ago. Kyiv hopes heavy 
armour from Western allies will 
allow it to resume advances.

With the West upping the ante 
in a way that seemed unthinka-
ble a few months ago, the United 
States, Germany and France last 
week pledged armoured fighting 
vehicles - and the focus has now 
shifted to main battle tanks.

Polish President Andrzej Duda, 
who was cheered in the Ukrain-
ian city of Lviv on Wednesday, 
promised a company of 14 Ger-
man-made Leopard battle tanks, 
part of what he called an interna-
tional coalition.

News in brief 
 u Canada 
delivered armored 
vehicles to Haiti on 

Wednesday to help combat criminal gangs as 
the Caribbean nation faces a humanitarian 
crisis, the Canadian foreign ministry said. 
Canadian military aircraft made the delivery to 
the Haitian National Police in the capital Port-
au-Prince, it added. Haitian gangs have seized 

control of much of the country since the 2021 assassination of President Jovenel 
Moise, leading to routine gun battles with police.

 u Embattled 
U.S. Representative 
George Santos 
said he had no plans to heed fellow New York 
Republicans’ calls to step down, a plea they made 
on Wednesday due to what they called “lie after lie 
after lie” about his career and history. Top House of 
Representatives Republican Kevin McCarthy said he had 
no intention of pressuring Santos, part of his narrow 
222-212 majority, despite the public plea by more than a dozen top Republicans, 
many of them from Santos’ suburban New York City district.

 u Illinois has banned 
the sale of many common 
kinds of semiautomatic 

guns with immediate effect in response to a massacre at an Independence 
Day parade in Highland Park last year and other mass shootings. The new 
law, which Illinois Governor J.B. Pritzker signed on Tuesday evening, bans selling 
many kinds of weapons that automatically load the next bullet after a shot, 
including semiautomatic rifles and pistols with detachable magazines. The law 
lists dozens of popular gun brands made by US gun makers. Rifles that hold more 
than 10 bullets and pistols that hold more than 15 are also banned, as are rapid-
fire attachments and .50-caliber guns. People who already own such weapons will 
be able to keep them but must register them with state police.

 u The US Supreme Court 
on Wednesday allowed 
New York to enforce a 
Democratic-backed gun control law adopted after 
the justices last year struck down the state’s limits 
on carrying concealed handguns outside the home 
in a landmark ruling that expanded gun rights. 
The justices rejected a request by six members of 
the firearms rights group Gun Owners of America to 
throw out a lower court’s decision allowing the law to be enforced. U.S. District 
Judge Glenn Suddaby in October blocked enforcement of much of the law but the 
Manhattan-based 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in December put that decision 
on hold while the state pursues an appeal.

Canada sends armored vehicles 
to Haiti to fight gang violence

Illinois bans semiautomatic gun 
sales, legal challenge expected

Embattled George Santos defies New 
York Republicans’ call to step down

Supreme Court lets New York 
enforce new gun restrictions

Second set of classified papers found 
at Biden’s home, White House says
Reuters | Washington

President Joe Biden’s legal 
team has discovered a sec-

ond set of classified documents 
from his time as vice president 
at a storage space in the garage 
of his home in Wilmington, 
Delaware, the White House 
said yesterday.

The statement by Richard 
Sauber, a special counsel to Bid-
en, came days after the White 
House said an earlier batch of 
documents had been discov-
ered in November in the closet 
of an office at a University of 
Pennsylvania think tank that 
Biden had used after leaving the 
vice presidency.

The discoveries have present-
ed legal and political headaches 
for Biden as he prepares for an expected 2024 re-election cam-

paign in the upcoming months.
A single document was found 

in a room adjacent to the garage 
in Wilmington and no docu-
ments were found in the Bidens’ 
Rehoboth Beach home, Sauber 
said in a statement. The admin-
istration is “fully cooperating” 
to ensure that the records are 
handled properly, Sauber said.

There are differences be-
tween the revelation that Bid-
en’s legal team found classified 
documents in his properties 
and the ongoing Justice Depart-
ment investigation into former 
President Donald Trump’s re-
fusal to hand over classified 
documents taken from the 

White House.
Trump kept thousands of 

government records, a few hun-
dred of which were marked as 
classified, inside his personal 
residence in Florida for more 
than a year after departing 
the White House, and did not 
return them immediately or 
willingly despite numerous re-
quests by the National Archives.

When he finally handed over 
15 boxes of records in January 
2022, the Archives discovered 
more than 100 were marked as 
classified. It referred the matter 
to the Justice Department in 
the spring and a special counsel 
has been named to oversee the 
investigation.

Prince Harry hits out at press over 
reports of Afghan killings in book

Reuters | London

Britain’s Prince Harry has hit 
back at “hurtful” responses to 

his record-selling memoir, saying 
he was particularly upset by the 
“lie” he had boasted that he had 
killed 25 people in Afghanistan 
when serving as a military heli-
copter pilot.

In his book “Spare”, King 
Charles’s younger son recounts his 
two tours of Afghanistan, first as a 
forward air controller in 2007/08 
and again in 2012, when he was a 
co-pilot gunner in Apache attack 
helicopters, and the number of 
people he had killed.

British newspapers, heavily 
criticized in the book, and some 
senior former British military fig-
ures have attacked his decision to 
make public the figure of those he 
had killed, saying it could put him 
and others at risk of reprisals.

Speaking to U.S. chat show host 
Stephen Colbert on “The Late 
Show”, he said the press had spun 
his words to take his disclosure 
out of context, and that he had 
included the material to reduce 
the number of suicides by military 

veterans.
“Without doubt the most dan-

gerous lie that they have told is 
that I somehow boasted about the 
number of people that I killed in 
Afghanistan,” he said.

“I made a choice to share it be-
cause having spent nearly two 
decades working with veterans all 
around the world, I think the most 
important thing is to be honest 
and be able to give space to others 
to be able to share their experienc-
es without any shame.”

President Joe Biden talks with reporters before he and first lady Jill Biden 
board Marine One

Police clear first buildings in abandoned German coal village
Reuters | Luetzerath

German police were trying to clear hun-
dreds of climate protesters holed up in 

an abandoned village in western Germany 
for a second day yesterday, in a continu-
ing standoff over the expansion of a coal  
mine.

For over two years demonstrators have 
occupied Luetzerath, a village in the brown-
coal district of the western state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia, to stop the expansion 
of the Garzweiler lignite coal mine, run by 
energy firm RWE.

Following a court decision allowing RWE 
to proceed with the expansion, hundreds of 
police in riot gear moved in on Wednesday 
morning, clearing barricades erected by 

the activists.
But progress has been slow; two people 

have been detained and three more were 

in custody since the operation started on 
Wednesday, according to Aachen police 
spokesperson Andrew Mueller said.

Activists said hundreds of protesters 
were still at the site.

Equipped with ladders on rainy yesterday 
morning, police climbed the walls of one 
of the abandoned houses in the village as 
protesters in the building and on its roof 
chanted “People got the power” and “Luet-
zerath stays”.

Protesters have formed human chains, 
staged sit-ins and occupied deserted 
buildings which will be razed to make 
way for the mine’s expansion. Some have 
dug themselves into holes in the ground 
while others hung suspended from wooden  
tripods.

Benedict’s confidant spills beans on two-popes tension
AFP | Vatican City

Just one week after the funer-
al of Benedict XVI, his closest 

aide released a much-trailed 
memoir yesterday, revealing 
details of tensions between the 
late pope emeritus and his more 
liberal successor Pope Francis.

Georg Gaenswein’s book 
reveals private conversations 
with both popes in charting 
the German ex-pontiff ’s rise to 
power and the decade spent in 
retirement following his shock 
resignation in 2013.

The Vatican has not official-
ly responded but Pope Francis 
called Gaenswein in to a private 
meeting on Monday, following 
days of pre-publication inter-
views in which the 66-year-old 
German aired years of griev-
ances.

In one, he claimed it had 
“pained Benedict’s heart” when 
Francis effectively reversed his 
predecessor’s decision to relax 
restrictions on the use of the 
traditional Latin mass.

Up until his death on Decem-
ber 31 at the age of 95, Benedict 
had remained a figurehead for 
the conservative wing of the 
Catholic Church, which views 
Pope Francis as too liberal.

Shocked and speechless 
As his secretary since 2003, 

Gaenswein was a constant 
presence at Benedict’s side, 
and during his final years living 

in a monastery in the Vatican 
grounds, his gatekeeper.

After Benedict’s death, Gaens-
wein led the mourners, greeting 
visitors to his mentor’s lying-in-
state and kissing the coffin in 
front of tens of thousands at St 
Peter’s Square during the funer-
al led by Pope Francis.

In “Nothing But the Truth: 
My Life Beside Pope Benedict 
XVI”, Gaenswein describes 

Benedict’s perplexity at some 
of Francis’s decisions, and 
the latter’s apparent attempts 
to keep his predecessor in  
check.

After becoming in 2013 the 
first pope in six centuries to 
resign, Benedict promised to 
live “hidden from the world”, 
but broke that pledge to speak 
out on several explosive issues.

Police officers use shields as activists demonstrate 
during a sit-in protest

Pope Francis meets Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI as Archbishop Georg 
Gaenswein looks on (file photo)

A staff member arranges Britain’s Prince Harry’s autobiography ‘Spare’ at 
Waterstones bookstore, in London

Jill Biden walks before boarding 
the Marine One helicopter to travel 
to Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center

View of flooding from the rainstorm-swollen Sacramento and American Rivers, 
near downtown Sacramento

Ukrainian soldiers watch as smoke billows during fighting between Ukrainian and 
Russian forces in Soledar

The discoveries have 
presented legal and 

political headaches for 
Biden as he prepares 
for an expected 2024 
re-election campaign 

in the upcoming 
months
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The violent robbery 
adds pressure over 

shipment security in 
the world’s largest 
copper producer. 

Mining companies in 
Chile have repeatedly 

complained about 
copper thefts by spe-

cialized gangs
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a series of humiliating 
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mense cost, with huge 

losses on both sides
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532 1785 1943 2000
Nika riots begin in 
Constantinople, revolt 
against Emperor Justinian I, 
prompted by chariot racing

John Walter 
publishes 1st issue 
of “The Times” of 
London

Adolf Hitler 
declares “Total 
War” against 
the Allies

Microsoft chairman Bill Gates 
steps aside as chief executive and 
promotes company president 
Steve Ballmer to the position
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A panoramic view of the San Antonio port, Chile

I made a choice to share 
it because having spent 

nearly two decades 
working with veterans 
all around the world, I 

think the most important 
thing is to be honest and 
be able to give space to 

others to be able to share 
their experiences without 

any shame
PRINCE HARRY


