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Royal ‘kind gesture’ 
for widows, orphans
His Majesty King Hamad orders distribution of annual Eid Al Fitr ‘gifts’ to RHF-sponsored families
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa issued 
an order to distribute 

Eid Al Fitr gifts to all widows 
and orphans, who are registered 
with the Royal Humanitarian 
Foundation (RHF).

HM the King directed the RHF, 
led by HM the King’s Represent-
ative for Humanitarian Work 
and Youth Affairs His Highness 
Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, to oversee the distri-
bution of the royal gifts to all 
beneficiaries.

HH Shaikh Nasser praised 
His Majesty’s constant fatherly 
interest in RHF-sponsored fam-
ilies, keenness to share with 
them various occasions, includ-
ing Eid Al Fitr, and directives to 

provide distinguished services 
and care for those families to 
ensure decent and stable life for 

everyone.
His Highness extended deep-

est congratulations to HM King 
Hamad on Eid Al Fitr, praying to 
Allah the almighty to bless him 
with abundant health and hap-

piness, and to protect Bahrain.

Congratulations

RHF’s Secretary General Dr 
Mustafa Al Sayed, extended sin-

cere congratulations to HM the 
King and HH Shaikh Nasser on 
Eid Al Fitr.

He pointed out that HM King 
Hamad is always keen to pro-
vide all kinds of interest and 
care for the citizens, particular-
ly widows and orphans, citing 
the constant royal directives 
to provide them with various  
services.

Dr Al Sayed affirmed that the 
annual royal kind gesture is in 
line with HM the King’s father-
ly interest in RHF-sponsored 
families and desire to share 
with them the joy of Eid Al Fitr, 
which, he said, has a positive 
impact on the beneficiaries.

He added that HM the King is 
keen on providing all kinds of 
care to the citizens under vari-
ous circumstances.

HM the King

“HM King Hamad 
is always keen to 

provide all kinds of 
interest and care 
for the citizens, 

particularly widows 
and orphans.”  

– DR MUSTAFA AL SAYED, ROYAL HU-
MANITARIAN FOUNDATION SECRETARY 

GENERAL

KNOW WHAT

HM the King’s Represent-
ative for Humanitarian 
Work and Youth Affairs 

His Highness Shaikh Nas-
ser bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
wil oversee the distribu-
tion of the royal gifts to 

all beneficiaries.

HRH Prince Salman praises Interior 
Ministry role in protecting Kingdom
TDT | Manama

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-

ifa, the Crown Prince, Deputy Su-
preme Commander of the Armed 
Forces, and Prime Minister, high-
lighted the Interior Ministry of-
ficers’ readiness and commit-
ment to protect the nation.

HRH Prince Salman said it is 
in line with the aspirations of 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, the Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces.

His Royal Highness was 
speaking as he hosted yesterday 
an iftar banquet for a number 
of senior officials and officers 
of the Ministry, at the Public 
Security Officers’ Club.

Upon arrival, His Royal High-
ness was received by the Minis-
ter of Interior, His Excellency 
General Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-

dullah Al Khalifa.
HRH the Crown Prince and 

Prime Minister noted the Min-
istry’s vital role in upholding 
public security and providing a 
safe and comfortable environ-
ment for the Kingdom’s citizens 
and residents.  

He extended his best wishes 
to the senior Ministry officers 
on the occasion of the holy 
month of Ramadan.

Efforts

His Royal Highness com-

mended the Ministry’s efforts 
in safeguarding the Kingdom 
and contributing to its achieve-
ments under the leadership of 
His Majesty the King.

HRH Prince Salman expressed 
his appreciation to all the Min-
istry personnel, headed by Gen-

eral Shaikh Rashid bin Abdul-
lah, for their tireless efforts in 
performing their noble duties 
across the Kingdom.

He commended the Minis-
try’s actions to strengthen the 
Kingdom’s criminal justice sys-
tem and community security 
through new sentencing re-
forms that introduced an alter-
native penalties programme and 
open prisons.

His Royal Highness highlight-
ed the importance of maintain-
ing stability and added that se-
curity is crucial to progress and 
development.

His Royal Highness commem-
orated the Kingdom’s fallen ser-
vicemen and proudly honoured 
their sacrifices. He wished the 
Kingdom security, stability, and 
prosperity under the leadership of 
HM the King, the Supreme Com-
mander of the Armed Forces.

HRH Prince Salman with General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah

Saudi hosts Iran, 
Syria delegations
AFP | Riyadh

Saudi Arabia hosted land-
mark delegations from 

Iran and Syria yesterday as 
Gulf countries prepare for 
re-establishing diplomatic 
ties after years of bitter di-
visions.

Only hours after Irani-
an state media said a dele-
gation had touched down 
in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
announced the arrival of 
Syria’s foreign minister in 
Jeddah – the first such trip 
since the country’s civil war 
broke out in 2011.

With Iran’s president also 
expected in Saudi soon, and 
the Saudis negotiating with 
Yemen’s Huthi rebels this 
week in an attempt to end 
fighting there, optimism has 
blossomed for the turbulent 
Gulf region during the Mus-
lim holy month of Ramadan.

Harry to attend 
King Charles 
coronation
AFP | London

Prince Harry will at-
tend the coronation in 

London of his father King 
Charles III but without his 
wife Meghan, Buckingham 
Palace said yesterday.

The announcement fol-
lows weeks of uncertainty 
over the presence of Har-
ry and Meghan, who have 
launched a barrage of crit-
icism of the British royal 
family since announcing 
they were quitting royal 
duties in early 2020.
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HM King receives 
Lulu Group Chairman

Bahrain-India relations

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa yesterday received at Al 
Safriya Palace – in the presence of His Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, and HM 
the King’s Personal Representative HH Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa – Lulu Group Chairman and Managing Director Yusuff Ali. HM 
the King welcomed Lulu Group Chairman and Managing Director and 
exchanged greetings with him on the last ten days of Ramadhan. HM 
praised his successful business enterprises and the contribution of 
Lulu Group to local trade activity and the supply of food commodities. 
Mr Yusuff expressed thanks and gratitude to HM the King, hailing 
royal support to the national economy in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Industry and Commerce Minister Abdullah bin Adel Fakhro received Indian Ambassador to Bahrain Piyush Srivastava. 
The meeting reviewed the long-standing historical relations and strategic partnership between Bahrain and India, 
stressing the importance of investing these historical relations in developing joint economic relations. They noted the 
outstanding positive results of the official visit recently made by the minister to India, wishing for it to achieve its 
desired results.

Bahrain is ‘best country’ 
for expatriates to settle
Many are moving to Kingdom to work and start own business, according to international survey
Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

Bahrain is ranked first 
a m o n g  5 2  c o u n t r i e s 
around the world where it 

is “easy” for expatriates to settle.
This was according to an in-

ternational survey of nearly 

12,000 expats worldwide con-
ducted last year.

Internationals, the expat com-
munity group with 4.5 million 
members in 420 cities around 
the world, ranked locations 
based on what it calls the Expat 
Essentials Index.

Furthermore, the metrics as-

sessed potential language bar-
riers, in terms of ease of living 
without speaking the local lan-
guage, for which Bahrain ranked 
4th globally, which reaffirms 
the Kingdom’s business friendly 
environment and talented work-
force, as well as skilled Bahraini 
nationals, alongside a diverse 

expat talent pool.
Newcomers say it is easier to 

obtain visas in Bahrain, find ac-
commodation, access govern-
ment services online and get 
around without speaking the 
local language.

The UAE and Singapore are 
the other countries which are 
among the top 3 places, ranking 
second and third, respectively.

Bahrain also ranked 1st in 
MENA and 3rd globally in ease of 
opening a bank account. 67 per 
cent of surveyed expats report-
ed high levels of ease in dealing 
with local authorities, versus the 
global average of 40 per cent.

Ranking 2nd globally in ease 
of finding housing, 82 per cent 
of expats found it easy to find 
housing in Bahrain, compared 
to the 54 per cent global average.  

Many expats moving to Bah-
rain, the UAE and Singapore 

are coming from India, Inter-
nationals say, and are moving 
for work-related reasons, like 
to find a job on their own, for a 
foreign assignment, as they’re an 
international recruit, or they’re 
starting their own business.

These expats are most likely to 
work in finance or banking, and 
the countries aren’t big spots for 
retirees.

The top 10 places where expats 

say it’s easy to settle includes; Bah-
rain, the UAE, Singapore, Estonia, 
Oman, Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Kenya, and Canada.

The top North American 
country, Canada, rounds out the 
top 10. New residents there say 
it’s easy to deal with local au-
thorities, open banks and access 
a robust digital infrastructure. 
But it’s relatively difficult to find 
affordable housing.

Bahrain is the best destination for expats to work, live, and raise a family

Caring for families of martyrs
TDT | Manama

The Royal Fund for Fallen 
Servicemen is keen to com-

municate with the families and 
relatives of martyrs during the 
blessed month of Ramadan to 
provide all necessary support, 
in cooperation with represent-
atives of the Bahrain Defense 
Force (BDF) and the Ministry 

of Interior.
The Fund’s Administrative 

Director, Shaikh Khalid bin 
Salman bin Khalid Al Khalifa, 
affirmed the continuation of 
providing support and a de-
cent life for the families of the 
martyrs, in accordance with the 
directives of His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and 

the support of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

He said that the fund continues 
to harness all efforts to ensure 
the provision of all forms of care 
in gratitude and appreciation for 
the martyrs who gave their lives 
for the sake of their country.
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Outrage over ‘rotten’ fruits, 
vegetables in supermarkets
Julia Cassano
TDT | Manama

Over recent weeks, shop-
pers have revealed that 
when picking out items 

in their weekly shops, they are 
met with rotten fruits and veg-
etables. And when buying their 
fresh produce, they claim that 
the produce turns moldy within 
a couple of days, which is not a 
usual occurrence.

Also, supermarket goers have 
complained to The Daily Trib-
une about the price increases for 
fresh produce, especially items 
like bananas. One shopper said 
that he had paid over BD1 for a 
couple of bananas. 

They said that they have no-
ticed big supermarket chains in 
Bahrain “selling rotten fruit”, 
which led them to lodge com-
plaints to the manager. Further-
more, the shoppers disclosed 
that when buying certain pro-
duce like strawberries, they ap-
pear moldy much quicker than 
usual. 

“When I raised concerns over 
the selling of rotten fruit in the 
store, the manager explained 
that it was the junior staff’s fault 
and then removed the expired 
fruit from the aisle,” the shop-
pers said.

Despite the grave concerns on 
the rotten fruit, the shoppers re-

vealed that the next week when 
they went back to their usual 
supermarket, they noticed more 
rotten fruit in the aisle, regard-
less of being told that the issue 
was solved.

“Supermarkets are known to 
buy such rotting produce at a 
cheaper rate allowing them to 
attain a good profit margin,” the 
shoppers said.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Andrea Pucciarelli, manag-
er of Roots and Shoots Organic 
Farm, said that there could be 
multi-varying factors as to why 
moldy fruits and vegetables are 

being sold in the supermarkets, 
as well as why fresh produce 
may not be lasting a sustainable 
amount of time. 

“Many times, produce is flown 
in from colder countries, and 
when imported in the Kingdom, 
they are met with warmer tem-
peratures which could affect the 
span of time they remain good 
for,” Andrea said.

She said that if the produce 
is left outside when shipped to 
Bahrain, and if they are left for 
even 20 minutes in the scorch-
ing heat, this could cause the 
items to expire or rot quicker. 

She suggested this as a possible 
reason as to why shoppers may 
be experiencing a bad bulk of 
fruits and vegetables. 

The local farm manager point-
ed out the differences in super-
market produce compared to 
locally grown products saying: 
“A product coming from across 
the world like Jordan or Egypt 
is going to be harvested less ripe 
and will then spend a minimum 
of 12 hours travelling from the 
farm to the grocery store.”

She said that this causes a lot 
of products to be ripened by gas, 
instead of on the vine. Ethylene 
gas is the most commonly used 
gas in this process.

Another effect of this is that 
the gas has been shown to be 
non-toxic to humans and safe 
for adult humans, however by 
using the gas means that the 
fruit does not contain the same 
nutritional benefits that it would 
have when ripening on the plant.

She noted that local produce 
from Roots and Shoots farm is 
harvested in the early morning 
and delivered straight to your 
house in a maximum of two 
hours. 

“The benefit of this to our cus-
tomers is that they will receive 
local produce that is harvest-
ed directly from the ground in 
Bahrain, which ensures a higher 
quality of food which is more 

nutritious.”
Eating locally means you’re 

eating in season, it is an invest-
ment in your community, and it 
benefits the environment.

“Supermarkets 
are known to 

buy such rotting 
produce at a 
cheaper rate 

allowing them 
to attain a good 
profit margin.”  

– SHOPPERS

“Many times, 
produce is flown 

in from colder 
countries, and when 

imported in the 
Kingdom, they are 
met with warmer 

temperatures which 
could affect the span 
of time they remain 

good for.”  
– ANDREA PUCCIARELLI, MANAGER OF 
ROOTS AND SHOOTS ORGANIC FARM

Interior 
Minister 
visits Open 
Prison 
Complex
TDT | Manama

Interior Minister, General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-

dullah Al Khalifa, yester-
day visited the Open Prison 
Complex to inspect the sit-
uation of inmates and the 
progress of the open prison 
programme.

Chief of Public Security, 
Interior Ministry’s Under-
secretary and Director-Gen-
eral of Verdict Enforcement 
and Alternative Sentencing 
attended the event.

The programme is be-
ing implemented by the 
General Directorate of 
Verdict Enforcement and 
Alternative Sentencing to 
promote human rights in  
Bahrain.

The Interior Minister as-
serted the directives of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa to enhance the 
enforcement of the Alter-
native Sanctions and Meas-
ures Law, in which the open 
prison is one of its essential 
phases.

The law is within the 
reform era of HM the King 
and reflects his wisdom and 
consideration of convicts’ 
social and humanitarian 
aspects. The project also 
represents a delightful side 
of Bahrain’s human rights 
accomplishments.

All set for ‘Beautiful Bahraini’ Ramadan Festival
Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama 

A lot of activities are happen-
ing around Bahrain during 

evening of the Ramadan season 
to enhance the mutual under-
stating, cooperation, affection 
and care among individuals re-
siding in the Kingdom. 

The “Beautiful Bahraini” 
Ramadan Festival is a unique 
exhibition concept which show-
cases the mutual understanding 
and the Kingdom’s talent capa-
bilities. 

The two-day event, which will 
start tomorrow in Manama, will 
display the creativity and dedi-
cation to entrepreneurship of 
women and SMEs in Bahrain 
by showcasing products and 

work by locally-based artists, 
designers, musicians and entre-
preneurs in wellness and other 
fields.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Dar Wafa founder and Di-
rector Ouafa Moussi said: “The 

Beautiful Bahraini Festival se-
ries is a support for national 
endeavours towards positive 
change and sustainable commu-
nity development. It’s a moment 
to collectively recognise the in-
dividual initiatives, projects and 

accomplishments of women in 
Bahrain, and it’s intended to be 
a drive towards economic em-
powerment through inclusion in 
a competitive community.” 

They have started this project 
in collaboration with Bahraini 

entrepreneur Maryam Haji, 
founder of “Bella & Blue.”

They plan to continue bring-
ing up new concepts and ideas 
to elevate the contributions of 
women entrepreneurs in the 
Kingdom as partners in nation-

al development and prosperity.
Dar Wafa and few other lead-

ing businesses in the Kingdom 
are organising this amazing 
event, which is featuring a week-
end market, fashion show, food 
and drink and live music.

The event features a weekend marketMaryam Haji Ouafa Moussi

10 years in prison for 
American drug peddler
TDT | Manama

An American drug peddler 
has been sentenced to 

10 years in prison and fined 
BD5,000 for his crime, as well 
as BD100 for possessing por-
nography material.

The defendant will be ex-
pelled from the Kingdom once 
he completes his jail term. 

According to court files, he 
was selling illicit drugs in Bah-
rain, and a tip-off on the same 
was sent to the competent au-
thorities to capture him. As 
a result, an undercover agent 
was tasked to lure him into 

selling drugs to him to nab the 
suspect red-handed. 

The undercover agent man-
aged to convince the American 
to sell drugs to him for BD100, 
and they agreed to meet in Ad-
liya. 

Police officers hid in sur-
rounding areas, monitoring 
the operation, and the defend-
ant was arrested as soon as 
he handed over the drugs and 
received the money.

The defendant confessed to 
consuming and selling drugs, 
adding that they belonged to 
one of his friends who trav-
elled outside Bahrain. 

Gulf national jailed for manslaughter
TDT |Manama

A dispute over the right of 
way on the King Fahd 

Causeway caused an alterca-
tion between two young Gulf 
nationals, which ended with 
the death of one of them while 
the other was taken to the High 
Criminal Court on charges of 
manslaughter, and he was sen-
tenced to seven years in prison. 

As per the court records, the 
victim and his brother left Bah-
rain via the King Fahd Cause-
way intending to return to their 
country.

A traffic dispute occurred 
between the victim and the de-
fendant regarding the right of 

way, as the defendant overtook 
the victim’s car, causing the 
latter to crash into the former 
from behind. 

The victim then advanced 

and stopped in front of the de-
fendant’s car on the emergency 
lane carrying a wooden plank.

The defendant sped away, 
colliding with the victim, 
which caused the latter to hit 
the ground and die as a result 
of the injury. Meanwhile, the 
defendant set off towards the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

The victim’s post-mortem 
forensic report indicated that 
the cause of death was com-
plications resulting from the 
injury affecting the main areas 
of the brain and terminating 
their activity. 

Public Prosecution charged 
the 24-year-old defendant with 
manslaughter.

iGA project 
to modernise 
infrastructure
TDT | Manama

The Information & eGov-
ernment  Authority 

(iGA) launched a project to 
develop and modernise the 
infrastructure of its private 
data centre.

The objective is to en-
hance the ability of hosting 
government systems and 
services, in addition to scal-
ing for future growth in iGA 
and enhancing the business 
continuity for government 
services within the internal 
cloud computing environ-
ment of the authority.
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Joint inspection campaigns

The Labour 
Market Regulatory 
Authority (LMRA) 
conducted two 
joint inspection 
campaigns in 
the Capital 
Governorate on 
several shops 
and work sites. 
The campaigns 
resulted in 
reporting 
violations related 
to the Labour 
Market and 
Residency laws. 
The cases were 
referred for legal 
action.

‘ArabianWeather’ online reports 
215mln views from 10mln users
Julia Cassano
TDT | Manama

The first weather platform 
in the Arab world, “Ara-
bianWeather”, recorded 

a sharp increase in website visits 
and mobile application usage 
from various audience segments 
across the Arab world during the 
first quarter of this year.

The number of views for the 
platforms reached a staggering 
215 million views, from around 
10 million users. 

ArabiaWeather online proper-
ties serve millions of consumers 
across the Middle East, provid-
ing them with timely, accurate, 
and localised weather infor-
mation in the Arabic language. 
Forecasts are tailored for the us-
er’s exact location to help them 

plan daily activities and keep 
them safe if weather patterns 

pose risk. 
In recent times, environmental 

awareness has spread amongst 
countries, specifically, the ef-
fects that climate change poses 
to the world. ArabiaWeather 
attributed the significant growth 
in views to this factor.

Also, they say that people’s de-
sire to know the weather condi-
tions on a daily basis, has become 
a routine for many, and improves 
people’s quality of life, by helping 
them plan their daily activities 
and maintaining the safety of 
their surrounding environment.

Through cutting-edge tech-
nology advancements adopted 
by ArabiaWeather, this led to 
them creating a link between 
weather data and advertising 
messages. This means that they 
are now targeting consumers 

based on the colossal amount of 
data owned by the ArabiaWeath-
er company.

In addition, ArabiaWeather 
has developed a new advertising 

technology that allows the mes-
sage to be adaptable to weather 
conditions by linking advertise-
ments and messages to expected 
weather conditions. 

Mr Fares Shaban, acting gen-
eral manager of ArabiaWeather, 
said: “Weather has a significant 
and essential impact on users 
and consumers, such as the type 
of clothing, food and beverages, 
roads and transportation, var-
ious outdoor events, as well as 
many daily decisions.”

He stressed the importance 
of knowing the daily weather 
conditions as this knowledge can 
help in avoiding accidents and 
risks resulting from bad weather 
conditions.

Providing accurate informa-
tion about weather conditions 
and climate changes has en-
hanced ArabiaWeather’s posi-
tion as a reliable provider and 
primary reference for everything 
related to weather and climate in 
the Arab World.

KNOW WHAT

ArabiaWeather online 
properties serve millions 
of consumers across the 
Middle East, providing 
them with timely, ac-
curate, and localised 

weather information in 
the Arabic language.

Bahraini Deaf Society 
holds annual Ghabga
Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

The Bahraini Deaf Society 
(BDS) held its annual Ghab-

ga ceremony in cooperation with 
the Bahraini Deaf Sport Club for 
the first time.

The BDS chairman of the board 
of directors, Hassan Abdullah Al 
Ghuraifi, attended the event and 
expressed gratitude to all those 
present. He also thanked Coun-
cil of Representatives Speaker 
Ahmed bin Salman Al Musallam 
for being present.

He stated that the deaf in Bah-
rain suffer significant challenges, 
and that just 2 per cent of persons 
with conditional disabilities are 
employed in institutions, with the 
deaf people being turned down 
on the grounds that they have 
communication issues.

“If the deaf individual is hired, 
he/she stays at the same position 
without advancement since he/
she is not sent to the training 
sessions needed to move up the 
professional ladder,” he said.

“Bahrainis who are deaf strug-
gle to obtain high-quality hearing 
aids, translation costs, and alert 
devices for the deaf because they 
are solely dependent on little do-
nations.”

He noted that these concerns 
with disabilities should be sub-
mitted in the parliament and 
acted upon, and he centered 
on the Kingdom of 2023 vision, 
expecting that the deaf would 
be included in it and be able to 
exercise their civil rights in the 
community.

Hassan Abdullah Al Ghuraifi
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We are delighted to introduce Batelco 
OneOffice productivity suite, as we continually 
look for opportunities to expand our support 

towards the SME sector and diversify our 
product portfolio to cater to the different 

needs of their businesses. Batelco OneOffice 
is a highly secure platform that includes 

integral applications and tools for all types of 
businesses.

ABDULLA DANESH

Sun, wind power make record 
12% of world electricity: survey 

• Renewable sources, 
including nuclear 
power, accounted for 
39% of world electricity

•  Oil, gas, and coal, 
which was the biggest 
source, came at 36%.

AFP | Paris

Solar and wind energy 
surged to make a record 12 

percent of the world's elec-
tricity in 2022, a climate think 
tank calculated in a report yes-
terday -- though coal remained 
the leading source globally. 

The report provides the lat-
est gauge of renewable energy 
growth as countries scramble 
to meet emissions targets to 
curb climate change and se-
cure alternative power sources 
after gas-exporter Russia's in-
vasion of Ukraine in February 
2022. 

"Record growth in wind and 
solar drove the emissions in-
tensity of the world's electric-
ity to its lowest ever level in 
2022," said climate and energy 
think tank Ember in its yearly 
Global Electricity Review. 

Helping slow the rise in 
planet-heating emissions, 

power from wind turbines and 
solar panels was up to 12 per-
cent from 10 percent in 2021 
and five percent in 2015. 

Renewable sources, includ-
ing nuclear power, accounted 
for 39% of world electricity, 
the group estimated. 

The rest came from fossil fu-
els that cause planet-warming 
carbon emissions: oil, gas, and 
coal, which was the biggest 
source at 36%. 

With electricity demand 
continuing to rise, coal gener-
ation grew 1.1% -- slower than 
expected, Ember said. 

Scientists and the Inter-
national Energy Agency say 
use of these fossil fuels must 
be reduced sharply to reach 
the critical target of limiting 
global warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius. 

Countries at the COP26 UN 
climate summit in 2021 agreed 
to "phase down" coal, the most 
polluting of the fossil fuels, but 
progress has been limited and 
new coal plants are planned. 

"We forecast that 2023 will 
see a small fall in fossil gen-
eration... with bigger falls in 
subsequent years as wind and 
solar grow further," Ember 
said. 

"That would mean 2022 hit 
'peak' emissions. A new era of 
falling power sector emissions 
is close." 

Dana Mall set for Eid shopping bonanza
TDT | Manama 

As Eid approaches, Dana 
Mall is gearing up to offer 

an “exciting shopping experi-
ence for visitors” with a range 
of special offers and activities 
under the theme “Eid Bonanza 
at Dana Mall”.

Shoppers can avail of deals 
on a range of brands including 
Red Tag, perfume collections 
at Kuwait Gallery, Kolmaz and 
Farhan Perfumes, and festive 

fashion at LuLu and Latif Shoes. 
For children, Fabyland offers 
non-stop games and kiddie en-
tertainment. Meanwhile, fami-
lies can enjoy the latest movies 
at the state-of-the-art EPIX Cin-
ema. Additionally, Gatsby Salon 

is offering beauty treatments 
for ladies, while Saloon 007 ca-
ters to men. Clear Vision, Ehsan 
Optics Savers, and Eye Express 
are providing special offers on 
branded eyewear, while Kewal-
ram and Doctor Watches have 

the latest showstopper time-
pieces.

For those looking to stock up 
on cosmetics and trendy col-
ours, Flormar is a must-visit, 
and Kouture Bakes Studio offers 
quick tips on decorating home-
baked goodies. 

D a n a  M a l l  s a i d  i t  h a s 
everything from holiday luggage 
to beachwear and party fashion, 
and even offers currency ex-
change at Lulu Exchange and 
ample parking. 

BHB launches Bahrain Investment Market regulations 
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain Bourse (BHB) yester-
day introduced regulatory 

changes to the Bahrain Invest-
ment Market (BIM), an equity 
market that caters to fast-grow-
ing companies seeking growth 
capital. 

The changes announced yes-
terday are effective immedi-
ately.

According to BHB, the new 
regulations were implemented 
after a comprehensive review of 

market requirements and form 
part of the Financial Services 
Sector Development Strategy 
to further support growth com-
panies. 

Among the changes is a pro-
vision that allows companies to 
file their listing application for 
BIM directly through BHB, elim-
inating the mandatory require-
ment of appointing an author-
ized sponsor. This is expected 
to lower the cost of listing on 
BIM and streamline the process 
of complaints, arbitration, in-

vestigation, and disciplinary 
proceedings in line with BHB 
Listing Rules.

Commenting on the new 
regulations, Shaikha AlZayani, 
Director of Listing & Disclo-
sure at Bahrain Bourse, said that 
they are designed to enhance 
Bahrain’s capital markets’ po-
sitioning among international 
markets. These upgrades are 
expected to improve the mar-
ket’s efficiency and further sup-
port the growth of businesses in 
Bahrain. Shaikha AlZayani

Zain Bahrain expanding Network across Kingdom
TDT | Manama

Zain Bahrain, a telecommu-
nications industry innova-

tor in the Kingdom, announced 
the expansion of its network, 
including seven new areas in 
Bahrain, for best 5G and 4G mo-
bile experience. 

Zain Bahrain said the move, 
part of its broader expansion 
plan, covers Damistan, Hidd, 

Seef District, Salmabad, Al Haji-
yat in Riffa, Al Lawzi, and Qalali. 

Ali Isa Al Yaham, the Chief 
Technology Officer, said: “We 
remain committed to invest-
ing further in infrastructure 
and developing our network to 
serve all the residents across the 
Kingdom. 

The telco said it aims to estab-
lish a well-connected network 
that spells the difference in 
achieving a long-lasting digital 
transformation.

Per capita (MWh)

Source: Ember Global Electricity Review 2023
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covers Damistan, Hidd, 

Seef District, Salma-
bad, Al Hajiyat in Riffa, 

Al Lawzi, and  
Qalali. 
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BENEFIT, United Insurance Company join hands for causeway motor insurance
TDT | Manama 

BENEFIT, a Fintech and elec-
tronic financial transactions 

services, announced partnering 
with United Insurance Company 
to streamline the payment of 
insurance premiums for cus-
tomers traveling between Sau-
di Arabia and Bahrain through 
King Fahad Causeway.

BenefitPay, facilitated by “Fa-
wateer” service, said is on track 
to allow customers to purchase 
insurance policy through the 
United Insurance Company in-

tegration. 
Furthermore, the partnership 

will enable United Insurance 
Company to provide the same 
service across all banks' mobile 
and online banking channels.

Abdulwahwed AlJanahi, CE at 
BENEFIT, said, “This initiative 
is a significant step towards en-
hancing availability of electronic 
payments and reducing paper 
money in line with national 
trends., while enhancing the 
King Fahd Causeway crossing 
experience through leveraging 
Fawateer's service integrated in 

BenefitPay, the most used appli-
cation in Kingdom of Bahrain.”

On her part,  CEO of United 
Insurance Company, Maysa Ab-
dulwahed Alkooheji, said, “We 
are pleased to collaborate with 
BENEFIT to deliver this func-
tionality to our consumers and 
contribute to boosting the travel 
experience across the King Fa-
had Causeway.”

Fawateer" service is part of 
electronic money transfer pack-
age, in addition to Fawri and 
Fawri+ and it allows electron-
ic payment of one-time bills or 

recurring bills. The service is 
available through BenefitPay 
app, and the electronic chan-
nels of banks and self-payment 
platforms.

BENEFIT was established in 
1997 and is licensed by the Cen-
tral Bank of Bahrain (CBB) as 
an ancillary service provider to 
the Kingdom’s financial servic-
es industry. BENEFIT provides 
innovative Payment Capabili-
ties, Information Management 
Solutions, and Business Process 
Outsourcing Services across dif-
ferent sectors. Abdulwahwed AlJanahi  Maysa Abdulwahed Alkooheji

Batelco launches OneOffice Solution 
TDT | Manama

Batelco, part of the Beyon 
Group, launched Batelco 

OneOffice, a cloud-based suite 
that includes productivity tools 
to support the needs of a busy 
office team, through a secure, 
easy-to-use and cost-effective 
platform.                                                                                                                        

Batelco said OneOffice offers 
online apps such as document 
editing and sharing, project 
management, secure email, 
real-time video calls and team 
chats. It also features live col-
laboration with team members 
and partners, as well as AI tools 
to streamline daily operations. 
Furthermore, business will have 
separate application sandbox, 
which means own dedicated 

and independent storage on the 
cloud platform. 

Two competitively priced 
packages are available, basic and 
advance, with the advance pack-
age, including additional bene-
fits such as automated backups, 

long-term data retention, and 
1TB cloud storage. 

Batelco General Manager En-
terprise, Abdulla Danesh, said, 
“The solution was designed 
to support businesses to run 

smoothly with more efficient 
operations at a great price point. 
Businesses, regardless of size, 
can excel by using modern-day 
digital tools, and here at Batelco 
we strive to provide just that.”



IT IS DURING OUR DARKEST 
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HISTORY
The Seventh Crusade is defeated in 
Egypt, Louis IX of France captured

Edict of Nantes grants political 
rights to French Huguenots

1st Pony Express rider 
reaches Sacramento, 
California

Abyssinian War ends as British 
and Indian troops capture 

Magdala and Ethiopian Emperor 
Tewodros II commits suicide
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A pleasure to welcome 
@POTUS to Belfast, 

25 years on from the 
Belfast (Good Friday) 
Agreement. The Agree-
ment has transformed 
Northern Ireland into 
the thriving place we see 
today.

@RishiSunak

Mr. Prime Minister, 
it’s great to see you 

again. I’m glad to be here 
and mark the 25th anni-
versary of the Belfast/
Good Friday Agreement, 
which has brought peace 
and prosperity to North-
ern Ireland. I look for-
ward to working togeth-
er to unlock Nothern 
Ireland’s vast potential.

@POTUS

Participated in the vir-
tual groundbreaking 

ceremony of solar pow-
ered piped drinking wa-
ter supply systems funded 
by @IndiaEximBank in 
Uganda.  This project will 
provide safe and sustaina-
ble water supply to half a 
million Ugandans across 
20 rural districts.

@narendramodi

Somalia contributes 
0.03% to greenhouse 

gas emissions. But as I 
just witnessed, Somalis 
are among the great-
est victims of the chaos 
caused by the climate 
crisis. From Somalia 
today, my appeal to the 
world is clear: #ActNow 
to prevent catastrophe.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

News in brief 
 u A search was underway 
for three Nepali climbers who fell into 
a crevasse while ascending Everest 
on Wednesday, the first such accident 
on the world’s highest mountain 
this climbing season. The trio were 
crossing the treacherous Khumbu 
Icefall while carrying supplies to 
Camp 1, a waystation on the route to 
the mountain’s 8,849-metre (29,032-foot) 
peak. “We are still getting details, but 
we know that they were hit by a mass of 
snow this morning and are missing in a 
crevasse,” Bigyan Koirala of Nepal’s tourism 
department said. “Teams at the base camp 
are working together for search and rescue.” The Khumbu Icefall is a dangerous, 
ever-shifting expanse of glacial ice that requires climbers to navigate crevasses 
over rickety ladders. A helicopter deployed for the search returned without 
locating the missing climbers. Nepali guides -- usually ethnic Sherpas from the 
valleys around Everest -- are considered the backbone of the climbing industry in 
the Himalayas.

u Russia’s deputy foreign minister on Wednesday acknowledged that 
detained US reporter Evan Gershkovich had not 
been granted consular access, two weeks after 
his arrest. The Wall Street Journal journalist 
was arrested in Russia on claims of espionage, 
which he denies. “The question (of consular 
access) is under review,” Sergei Ryabkov was 

cited as saying by state-run agencies. “We are acting 
in accordance with our laws, taking into account 
consular conventions of course,” Ryabkov also said. 
“We won’t tolerate any attempts to put pressure” on 
Russia, he said. The US State Department has said it has 
sought consular access to 

Gershkovich since learning of his arrest.

u A Ukrainian minister ended a visit to 
India Wednesday after appealing for humanitarian 
aid and diplomatic backing from New Delhi.  Emine 
Dzhaparova, Kyiv’s first deputy foreign minister, met 
her Indian counterpart this week in the first face-to-face 
talks between the two countries since the conflict 
began last year. Dzhaparova requested medicines and 
medical equipment and passed along a letter from 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky addressed 
to Modi, a statement from India’s foreign ministry 
said on Wednesday. “Ms Dzhaparova, during her visit, 
highlighted Ukraine’s desire to build a stronger and 
closer relationship with India,” it said.

Russia says 
detained US journalist 
still not granted 

consular access

Ukraine asks 
India for aid in first 
talks since Russian 

invasion

Three Nepali 
climbers missing on 

Everest

Musk cofounded OpenAI but left 
the company in 2018. Microsoft 

has since announced it is investing 
billions of dollars in OpenAI and 
put its technology to work in its 
Bing internet search service. 

KNOW WHAT

China claims sovereignty over almost the entire 
South China Sea -- a strategic waterway through 
which trillions of dollars in trade pass annually 
-- despite an international court ruling that the 
assertion has no legal basis. The Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia and Brunei all have overlapping 
claims in the sea.

KNOW WHAT

Musk has expressed deep disdain for 
news media for years and recently in-

stalled an automatic response of a poop 
emoji to emails sent to the site’s main 

media address. KNOW WHAT

Xi says China must strengthen training for ‘actual combat’ 
• The United States 
and the Philippines are 
holding their largest-
ever joint military 
drills this week

• Xi’s comments, made 
on a naval inspection trip

AFP | Beijing

China’s President Xi Jinping 
called on the country’s 
armed forces to “strength-

en military training oriented 
towards actual combat”, state 
media reported yesterday, after 
Beijing conducted military drills 
intended to intimidate Taiwan. 

Xi’s comments, made on a naval 
inspection trip on Tuesday, come 
amid heightened tension in the 

region after the show of force 
by Beijing, which sees self-ruled 
Taiwan as its territory. 

China on Monday conclud-

ed three days of military drills 
launched in response to a visit 
last week by Taiwan’s President 
Tsai Ing-wen to the United States, 

where she met a bipartisan group 
of lawmakers and House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy. 

Xi on Tuesday told the Peo-

ple’s Liberation Army’s Southern 
Theatre Command Navy that the 
military must “resolutely defend 
China’s territorial sovereignty 
and maritime interests, and strive 
to protect overall peripheral sta-
bility”, state broadcaster CCTV 
reported. 

Beijing has also criticised 
a plan for US forces to use a 
growing number of bases in the 
Philippines, including one near  
Taiwan. 

The United States and the Phil-
ippines are holding their larg-
est-ever joint military drills this 
week, with US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken committing to 
“standing with the Philippines 
against any intimidation or co-
ercion, including in the South 
China Sea”. 

Xi added Tuesday that Chi-
na must  be “innovative in 
its concepts and methods of  
combat”. 

Disputed waters

China and Taiwan split follow-
ing a civil war in 1949.

Beijing views the democrat-
ic island as part of its territory 
and has vowed to take it one day, 
stepping up its rhetoric and mili-
tary activity around the island in 
recent years. 

The PLA simulated targeted 
strikes and a blockade of Taiwan 
during its recent three-day “Joint 
Sword” exercise. 

Taiwan’s defence ministry said 
it continued to detect Chinese 

warships and aircraft around the 
island even after drills officially 
concluded. 

Beijing warned this week that 
Taiwanese independence and 
cross-strait peace were “mutu-
ally exclusive”, blaming Taipei 
and unnamed “foreign forces” 
supporting it for the tensions. 

Washington has been deliber-
ately ambiguous on whether it 
would defend Taiwan militarily. 

It has, however, sold weapons 
to Taipei for decades to help en-
sure its self-defence, and offered 
political support. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping attends a tea ceremony with French President Emmanuel Macron at the Guandong province 
governor’s residence in Guangzhou

Zelensky blasts Russian ‘beasts’ 
after alleged beheading video 
AFP | Kyiv

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky yesterday 

denounced Russian “beasts” 
after a video surfaced on social 
media purporting to show the 
decapitation of a Ukrainian 
prisoner of war. 

“There is something that no 
one in the world can ignore: 
how easily these beasts kill,” 
Zelensky said in a video ad-
dress released on social media. 

“We won’t forget anything, 
nor will we forgive murder-
ers,” he added, vowing to bring 
justice to his war-torn nation. 

“This video... The execution 
of a Ukrainian captive... The 
world must see it,” Zelensky 
added in the video address. 

AFP was unable to inde-
pendently verify the footage. 

The video, which lasts 
around one minute 40 sec-
onds, shows a masked man in 
camouflage decapitating an-
other man in uniform. 

Other voices are heard en-
couraging the attacker in Rus-

sian. 
After the man is decapitated, 

a voice is heard saying that the 
head should be sent “to the 
commander”. 

The victim’s vest bearing the 
Ukrainian trident can also be 
seen in the footage. 

Moscow and Kyiv have re-
peatedly accused each other of 
killing prisoners of war since 
Russia invaded Ukraine more 
than a year ago, and several 
videos alleging to show POW 
killings have made the rounds 
on the internet. 

Volodymyr Zelensky

China sets up no-fly zone north of 
Taiwan for ‘space activities’: Taipei 
AFP | Taipei

Taiwan’s transport ministry 
said yesterday China has 

set up a brief no-fly zone north 
of the island for April 16 due to 
“space activities”. 

The closure comes after 
Beijing completed three days 
of massive war games around 
Taiwan that saw it simulate 
targeted strikes and practise a 
blockade of the island. 

The no-fly zone does not ap-
pear to be linked to the drills, 
with Taiwan’s transport minis-
try saying China had imposed 
the restriction “on the conver-
gence areas of many interna-
tional routes to restrict flights 
on the grounds of ‘space ac-
tivities’”. 

The restrictions will be in 
place for just 27 minutes from 
9:30 am to 9:57 am (0130 to 

0157 GMT) on Sunday. 
The transport ministry add-

ed that China had initially an-
nounced a three-day closure 
but revised it following objec-
tions from Taipei. 

The ministry had informed 
China that “this unreasonable 
designation will bring huge 
and unnecessary flight risks 
to the region, and damage the 
rights and interests of interna-
tional aviation,” it added. 

Japan’s top government 
spokesperson had earlier said 
his government had also been 
notified of the three-day no-
fly zone. 

“Chinese authorities noti-
fied us of the designation of an 
area that may affect the safety 
of aircraft flights for aerospace 
activities from April 16 to 18,” 
Hirokazu Matsuno said. 

Elon Musk says ‘many mistakes’ made since Twitter takeover 
AFP | San Francisco

Twitter boss Elon Musk said 
running the social media 

network has been “quite a roll-
ercoaster” and acknowledged 
“many mistakes” along the way, 
six months after he bought the 
company for $44 billion. 

In a live interview with the BBC 
after agreeing to a last-minute 
invitation for the “spontaneity” 
of it, Musk appeared to tacitly 
acknowledge that one of those 
errors was the decision to label 
the broadcaster’s account “gov-
ernment-funded media”. 

He said he would change the 
designation on the BBC’s Twit-
ter handle after the broadcaster 

objected. 
“We want it as truthful and ac-

curate as possible –- we’re adjust-
ing the label to ‘publicly funded’,” 
Musk said. 

Britain’s national broadcaster 

is predominantly funded by an 
annual license fee set by the gov-
ernment but paid by individual 
households. 

The labeling spat follows an 
earlier controversy over a similar 

move involving US radio network 
NPR, which Twitter briefly brand-
ed “state-affiliated”, the same way 
it styles government-run Chinese 
and Russian platforms. 

NPR stopped tweeting in pro-
test. 

Twitter now tags NPR, which 
has nearly 9 million followers, 
“government-funded media”, and 
applied the same label to the BBC’s 

account. 
Musk has expressed deep dis-

dain for news media for years 
and recently installed an auto-
matic response of a poop emoji 
to emails sent to the site’s main 
media address. 

Speaking with the BBC late 
on Tuesday, he also addressed 
Twitter’s controversial move to 
strip the New York Times of its 

blue verified check mark after 
the company refused to pay to  
keep it. 

From April 20, any legacy veri-
fied accounts on Twitter -- which 
were verified as authentic under 
the company’s old ownership -- 
will have to pay to subscribe to 
Twitter Blue. 

One of the reasons for this, 
Musk said, was that he does not 
want Twitter to boost “some 
anointed class of journalists” who 
determine what constitutes news. 

“I’m hopeful that this can be 
more a case of the public choosing 
the narrative, as opposed to the 
media choosing the narrative,” 
he said. 

Twitter, he said, would “treat 

everyone equally”. 
Musk, in assessing his time in 

charge of the social media net-
work since he took over in Octo-
ber, said it had been “a stressful 
situation over the last several 
months”. 

“Were there many mistakes 
made along the way? Of course,” 
he said. “But all’s well that ends 
well. I feel like we’re headed to a 
good place.” 

He said the company was now 
“roughly breaking even” with the 
return of advertisers. 

When pushed on who was 
Twitter ’s new CEO after he 
stepped down in response to a 
poll on the site, he named his dog, 
Floki. 

Taliban say ban on Afghan women 
working for UN ‘an internal issue’ 
AFP | Kabul

A ban on Afghan women 
working for the United 

Nations was an internal issue, 
the country’s Taliban author-
ities said yesterday, adding 
that the decision “should be 
respected by all sides”. 

Taliban authorities trig-
gered international outrage 
earlier this month after ex-
tending a December ban on 
Afghan women working for 
non-governmental organisa-
tions to the UN. 

“The Islamic Emirate does 
not want to create ob-
stacles for the Unit-
ed Nations,” Taliban 
government spokes-
man Zabihullah Mu-
jahid said in a state-
ment on Wednesday. 

“Rather, it wants 
to make it clear that 
this is an internal issue 
of Afghanistan which 
does not create a prob-
lem for anyone and 
should be respected by 

all sides.” 
Under their austere inter-

pretation of Islam, Taliban 
authorities have imposed a 
slew of restrictions on Afghan 
women since seizing power in 
2021, including banning them 
from higher education and 
many government jobs. 

The UN said Tuesday the 
ban was forcing it to make an 
“appalling choice” on wheth-
er to continue operations in 
Afghanistan. 

The world body said it can-
not comply with the ban as 

it was “unlawful under in-
ternational law, including 

the UN Charter”. 
Mujahid, however, 

said there was no “dis-
crimination” in the 
decision. 

“On the contrary, 
considering the re-

ligious and cultural 
interests, we are com-
mitted to all the rights 
of our people.” 

Russia conducts 
test launch of 
‘advanced’ ICBM
Moscow, Russia

Russia has conducted 
what it said was the 

successful test launch of an 
“advanced” intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile, weeks 
after it suspended partici-
pation in its last remaining 
nuclear arms control pact 
with the United States.

The Russian defence min-
istry said in a statement that 
a “combat crew successfully 
launched an intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile (ICBM) of 
a mobile ground-based mis-
sile system” from its Kapus-
tin Yar test site on Tuesday.

While the Russian de-
fence ministry did not 
specify the type of missile 
used in Tuesday’s launch, it 
said the exercise’s purpose 
“was to test advanced com-
bat equipment of intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles”. 
“This launch made it possi-
ble to confirm the correct-
ness of the circuit design 
and technical solutions used 
in the development of new 
strategic missile systems,” 
it added.

In February, Putin said a 
new kind of ICBM would be 
deployed. 

Ailing Navalny 
suffers major 
weight loss: lawyer 
AFP | Moscow

Jailed Russian dissident 
Alexei Navalny is ill 

and without treatment has 
lost eight kilograms (near-
ly 18 pounds) in just over 
two weeks, his lawyer said 
Tuesday. 

The 46-year-old was ar-
rested in January 2021 upon 
returning from Germany, 
where he recovered from 
a poison attack the previ-
ous year he blamed on the 
Kremlin. 

Navalny, Russia’s leading 
opposition figure, is now 
serving a nine-year sen-
tence on embezzlement 
and other charges that his 
supporters see as a punish-
ment for him challenging 
President Vladimir Putin. 

“In the night of Friday to 
Saturday an ambulance was 
called to his cell because 
of a stomach illness that 
worsened,” lawyer Vadim 
Kobzev tweeted. 

Navalny is suffering from 
“an unknown illness that no 
one is treating”, he said. 

“According to his medical 
file, in the last 15 days he 
has lost eight kilos,” Kobzev 
wrote. 

Monkey business: Sri Lanka 
considers macaque sales to China 
AFP | Colombo

Cash-strapped Sri Lanka is 
considering exporting up 

to 100,000 endangered mon-
keys to China, the agriculture 
minister said yesterday, raising 
concerns among conservation-
ists. 

The toque macaque is 
endemic to Sri Lanka and 
common on the island but is 
classed as endangered on the 
International Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN) red 
list. 

Sri Lanka bans almost all 
live animal exports and the 
proposed sale comes as it faces 
its worst-ever economic crisis. 
No financial details were made 
available. 

“They want the mon-
keys for over 1,000 
zoos they have across 
China,” Agriculture 
Minister Mahin-
da Amaraweera 
told AFP. 

“I have ap-
pointed a com-
mittee to study 
the request and 
see how we can 
do this.” 

M o n k e y s 
are considered 
pests in Sri Lan-

ka because they destroy crops 
and raid villages in search of 
food, and sometimes attack 
people. 

Sri Lanka removed several 
species from a protected list 
this year, including all three 
of its monkey species as well 
as peacocks and wild boars, 
allowing farmers to kill them. 

The Environmental Foun-
dation, a Sri Lankan animal 
rights group, criticised the 
proposed sale, saying there 
had been no nationwide sur-
vey of the macaques for more 
than 40 years and a proper 
population study should be 
carried out first. 

“We want to know why they 
want so many monkeys 

-- whether it is for 
meat, medical re-
search or some 
other purpose,” 
the foundation’s 
Jagath Gunawar-
dana told report-
ers in Colombo. 

“Monkeys are 
not a protected 
species in Sri Lan-
ka, but they are in 
the international 

red list of endan-
gered animals,” Gu-

nawardana said. 

Watts that? Rapper Gims shocks with Ancient 
Egypt power claims 
AFP | Paris

Egyptologists, fact-check-
ers and ordinary internet 

users have taken aim at Con-
golese rapper Maitre Gims this 
week over a video in which he 
claimed the pharaohs’ pyra-
mids were wired for electricity. 

The francophone megas-
tar claimed that “the science 
the Egyptians had is beyond 
understanding and historians 
know it” in an interview with 
YouTube channel Oui Hustle -- 
published in March but seized 
on in recent days online. 

“In the age of the Empire of 
Kush (from the 8th century 
BC) there was electricity, the 
pyramids you see there had 
gold on their peaks, gold is the 
best conductor of electricity,” 
he said. 

“They were effing anten-
nas... people don’t understand 
that,” the 36-year-old added. 

“The only power in An-
cient Egypt was human 
power,” Egyptologist 
Guillemette Andreu-La-
noe told the Huffington 
Post’s French edition in 
response. 

“ T h e re 
wa s  n o 
gold on 
the sum-
mits  of 
the pyra-
mids, nei-
ther inside 
nor outside 
of the struc-
tures.” 

In fact, the massive mauso-
leums were built entirely from 
rocks like limestone, granite 
and quartzite. 

“We’ve discovered that Gims 
isn’t just a huge rapper but also 
a dependable historian,” radio 
journalist Matthieu Noel joked 
on broadcaster France Inter 
Wednesday. 

“Gims’ new album will be 
called ‘Crazier Than Ever’,” 
he added. 

Some social media users re-
sponded to Gims by posting 
images from the 1994 film Star-
gate, in which the pyramids 
serve as landing pads for alien 
spacecraft. 

Taking a more serious tone, 
disinformation specialist 
Tristan Mendes France re-
called on Twitter that Gims 
has “three million Twitter fol-
lowers, 11 million on Facebook, 
11 million on YouTube.” 

“Most of them young 
people who see him 

as a role model. And 
who will hear this,” 
he added. “Good 
l u c k  t o  h i s t o r y 
teachers in middle 

schools and high 
schools.” 

Twitter working on AI despite 
Musk call for global pause: report 

• The open letter, 
published on the 
website of the Musk-
funded Future of 
Life Institute, urged 
a six-month pause 
in development of 
powerful AI systems.

AFP | San Francisco

Elon Musk is advancing an 
artificial intelligence pro-

ject at Twitter despite recently 
calling for an overall pause in 

developing such technology, 
US media reports said Tuesday. 

Musk has bought thousands 
of powerful, costly computing 
processors and hired AI engi-
neering talent, Insider report-
ed, while another tech-focused 
outlet, the Information, said 
the entrepreneur has floated 
the idea of starting a rival to 
ChatGPT. 

Me a n w h i l e ,  M u s k  h a s 
slashed staff at Twitter as part 
of dramatic cost cutting since 
his $44 billion takeover of the 
San Francisco firm late last 
year. 

The Insider report came less 
than two weeks after Musk 
joined experts in signing a let-
ter calling for a hiatus in the 
development of AI. 

The open letter, published on 
the website of the Musk-funded 
Future of Life Institute, urged 
a six-month pause in develop-
ment of powerful AI systems. 

The billionaire Tesla boss 
and other luminaries wrote 
that “AI systems with human- 
competitive intelligence can 
pose profound risks to society 
and humanity.” 

The signatories, who includ-
ed academics and tech titans 
like Apple co-founder Steve 

Wozniak, argued that the pause 
should be used to bolster regu-
lation and ensure the systems 
were safe. 

Critics however called the 
letter a “hot mess” of “AI hype” 
that even misrepresented an 
academic paper. 

Musk’s fledgling AI project 
at Twitter was said in the In-
sider report to involve train-
ing a language model to create 
written content. Generative AI 
could also be put to work as a 
search or advertising tool, but 
it remained unclear what Musk 
intended its purpose to be at 
Twitter, the report said. 

Twitter replied to a request 
for comment with a poop emoji, 
which has become its practice 

under Musk. 
Big tech companies like 

Google, Meta and Microsoft 
have spent years working on 
AI systems -- previously known 
as machine learning or big data 
-- to help with translations, 
search and targeted advertising. 

But late last year San Francis-
co firm OpenAI supercharged 
the interest in AI when it 
launched ChatGPT, a bot that 
can generate screeds of natu-
ral language text from a short 
prompt. Representative picture

Representative picture

Elon Musk

Congolese 
rapper 

Maitre 
Gims
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Across
1- Driver’s invitation; 6- Pro follower; 10- Starchy dish; 13- You ___ right!; 14- Seth’s son; 15- Unites; 
16- Young haddock; 17- Wet septet; 18- News bit; 19- Physical suffering; 20- Correspondences; 
22- Mantra; 24- So far; 28- Something that occupies space; 31- Tint; 32- Elegance; 34- Him, to Henri; 
36- Lows; 37- ___ Paulo; 38- Declares positively; 41- Nth: Abbr.; 42- Tarot suit; 44- Involuntary 
muscular contraction; 45- Listens; 47- Make one; 49- Maroon; 51- Puget Sound city; 53- On the 
go; 56- Republic in central Europe; 59- Fish appendages; 61- Civil disturbance; 64- Driving aids; 
65- Botch; 66- National rival; 67- Broccoli ___ (leafy vegetable); 68- Was Hamlet; 69- Toothpaste 
type; 70- Somewhat; 71- Guides;

Down
1- Briefcase closer; 2- Killer whales; 3- Jeopardy; 4- Equality of political rights; 5- Silent bid; 6- Take 
as an affront; 7- Work without ___; 8- Just right; 9- It’s a plus; 10- Domesticated animal; 11- Form 
of poem, often used to praise something; 12- Belief; 15- Sagacity; 20- Current; 21- Mythical bird; 
23- Big bash; 25- One way to think; 26- Implements; 27- Formerly, formerly; 29- Give a seat?; 
30- Capek play; 32- Sweatbox; 33- Theme; 35- Home of Odysseus; 37- Rabbit’s tail; 39- Bro’s sibling; 
40- Posted; 43- Summer ermines; 46- Building; 48- Australian bird; 50- Elevated; 52- Latin stars; 
54- Prospect; 55- Wound up; 57- Nipple; 58- First name in country; 60- Lays down the lawn; 
61- Joplin tune; 62- “___ had it!”; 63- Wildcatter’s find; 65- ___ de mer;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

The holy calling
Inside the world of muezzins

AFP | Islamabad

Moments before 
dawn, Noor ul 
Islam ascends 
the steps of one 
of the world's 
biggest mosques, 
enters its cavern-
ous hall and says 
a private prayer 
before a faintly 
buzzing micro-
phone. 

Then, the 32-year-old gulps 
down a deep breath and makes 
the morning's call to worship -- a 
forceful yet lilting chant ampli-
fied across Islamabad, Pakistan's 
capital, marking the start of day-
light fasting during Ramadan. 

"The voice is a gift from God," 
Islam said at Faisal Mosque, a 
towering marble monument to 
the nation's devotion to faith. 

"If your intentions are gen-
uine, your voice will have the 
power to touch people's hearts," 
he said. 

All across the world, men 
like Islam, known as muezzins, 
broadcast the "adhan" call to 
prayer, five times a day. 

In the month of Ramadan, 
where prayers mark the start 
and finish of 14 hours of fasting 

in Pakistan, the faithful are par-
ticularly attuned. 

The script and rhythm are the 
same everywhere. 

Intoned in Arabic over min-
aret loudspeakers, it reminds: 
"God is the greatest" and they 
should "hasten to prayers". 

But there is a quiet hierarchy 
among muezzins. 

A particularly melodic caller 
can increase the standing of a 
mosque. House hunters might 
judge the neighbourhood adhan 
before making an offer. And at 

prestigious mosques, the job 
is highly coveted. 
The three muezzin roles at 

Faisal Mosque -- a national 
emblem opened in 1986 with a 
fabled capacity of 300,000 wor-
shippers -- are among the most 
prized outside the holy sites of 
Mecca and Medina. 

Holy calling
As a teenager visiting Paki-

stan's capital from his home-
town 105 kilometres (65 miles) 
away, Islam was captivated 

by the soulful call from Faisal 
Mosque's four spiked towers. 

"Every Muslim yearns to 
say the adhan, lead prayers or 
give a sermon at a well-known 
mosque," he said. "Every pious 
Muslim has this dream." 

His chance came in 2018, 
when a single slot opened and 
he beat 400 other candidates to 
the post. 

When he steps up to the mi-
crophone, Islam plugs his ears 
with his fingers in order to block 
all sounds apart from his voice. 

"The adhan, delivered with a 
beautiful and precise pronuncia-
tion, resonates with people," said 

57-year-old businessman Aziz 
Ahmed in front of the mosque. 

Some of Islam's fellow mu-
ezzins coddle their vocal cords 
like rock stars and theatre per-
formers, drinking honey-laced 
beverages, and avoiding cold 
breezes and oil-drenched Paki-
stani cuisine. 

"I am a careless person when 
it comes to this," chuckles Islam. 
"I can't resist." Nonetheless, he 
treats his vocation with humble 
reverence. 

"The fundamental purpose of 
the adhan is to invite people to-
wards God. You can only accom-
plish this effectively when you 
possess a pure heart", he said. 

"Any delay or lack of sincerity 
in performing the adhan could 
potentially erode our faith." A 
sub-par adhan is treated as a 
"formality" by muezzins who 
create "fake voices".

A good recital can "strike me 
straight in the heart", Islam said.

But the position does come 
with a hint of celebrity. 

Devotees travel for miles to 
hear the call at Faisal Mosque, 
peer through the windows to 
watch Islam at work and ask for 
selfies afterwards. 

Back home in the town of Swa-
bi, he is considered a local hero. 

Now Islam aspires to secure 
a further promotion to muezzin 
at the Grand Mosque in the holy 
city of Mecca. 

"I can't explain these feelings," 
he said. "Every Muslim should 
try to make this bond between 
him and God." 

"There is peace in this." 

Noor ul Islam (C), the muezzin responsible for performing the Islamic call to prayer, known as the Adhan, leads others in Maghrib prayers after breaking their fast 
at the grand Faisal Mosque during the Muslim holy fasting month of Ramadan in Islamabad. Moments before dawn, Noor ul Islam ascends the steps of one of the 
world’s biggest mosques, enters its cavernous hall and says a private prayer before a faintly buzzing microphone.

The three muezzin roles 
at Faisal Mosque -- a na-
tional emblem opened 
in 1986 with a fabled 
capacity of 300,000 
worshippers -- are 

among the most prized 
outside the holy sites of 

Mecca and Medina. 

Muslims perform a prayer ritual on ‘Laylat al-Qadr’, one of the holiest nights 
during the holy fasting month of Ramadan, at the shrine of Imam Musa al-
Kadhim in Baghdad’s Kadhimiya neighbourhood

Laylat al-Qadr

A vendor displays Malay traditional songkok caps, worn by men, during 
religious or formal state occasions, at a temporary market set up during the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan in Geylang Serai district in Singapore 

Songkok caps

Service employees of various government departments wait to receive food 
aid distributed by a charity foundation during the Islamic holy fasting month 
of Ramadan in Herat 

Ramadan in Herat
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TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39289289 or 
teamco98@gmail.com
NASS SCAFFORM CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
YAZAN SALOON COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER-
HAIRDRESSER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33162188 or YAZAN.ALHAJ@
GMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
ALGHANAH WOOD DESIGN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17722333 or JOSE@ALGHANAH.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
Santazia Construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33097003 or 
CABRES_1991@HOTMAIL.COM
MOHAMED AHMED CAR SERVICES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39829984 or MDALMANEA66@GMAIL.COM
SAAJ TECHNICAL MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39735389 or INFO@SAAJTECH.COM
BRIGHT PLANET CARGO HANDLING 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33147872 or 
BRIGHTFUTURECONT@GMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
FAVORITE RESTAU RENT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39887345 or 
FLAVOUROFINDIA151@GMAIL.COM
ALMOATAMAD SPARE PARTS BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39375859 or 
MOHKERDI234@GMAIL.COM
RUBEL ELECTRIC WORKSHOP W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33637867 or 33125742a@gmail.com
New Fog Advertising Services WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PRINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17874720 or BINGLYPC@GMAIL.COM
CARGO CARE CO.W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33377384 or 
m.alarabi@cargocarebh.com
Elegant Leo contracting has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33725553 or E.LEO.
BH@GMAIL.COM
IMRAN ELECTRONIC W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33043618 or 
IMRAN.SAHER2@GMAIL.COM
BEST COOL ELECTRONIC AND 
ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT REPAIRING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39692931 or AZAMZAKARIA@YAHOO.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
ALGHANAH WOOD DESIGN W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17722333 or JOSE@ALGHANAH.COM
PROTECTS SECURITY SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37722884 or 
GOVERNMENT@mre.co
ALTAWSEEL LAUNDRY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17695850 or 
AHMEDHA.NASSER65@GMAIL.COM
CONVSTORE MART W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32295684 or 

FAGISMV@GMAIL.COM
AKRON PACK FACTORY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17810155 or HITEMY@
BLOOMFIELDHOLDING.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
BIG BEN SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66633531 or 
AMARFOFO202@GMAIL.COM
FAJR AL-MASHAREQ TRADING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 66633531 or AMARFOFO202@
GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
EBRAHIM KHALIL KANOO CO. 
B.S.C.CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262262 or HR.S@
EKKANOO.COM.BH
MOHAMMEDI TRADING STORE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39069328 or MOHDSAKU@HOTMAIL.
CO.UK
MANNAI TRADING & CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17729935 or AHMED@
PANORAMABH.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
SAKHIR SERVICE STAION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER-
ATTENDANT-(FUEL STATION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33448080 or 
burasheddocument@yahoo.com
PIZZA HUT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17262998 or 
SSALEH@AMERICANA.BH
NASEEF W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17000201 or 
FALDOSERY@GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
HARIS INTERIOR DECORATION CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35113786 or HARISKHANMUSAKHAIL94@
GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA MOHAMED BUILDING 
COMPLETION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33495428 or 
ABDULLABH804@GMAIL.COM
LAJBAR KHAN INTERIOR DECORATION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33414286 or LAJBAR624@GMAIL.COM
FISH MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17710271 or 
MISHAL@ALGHALIA.COM
HAYAT AL BARAKAH TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33545957 or NOUFALMOHAMMEDVP@
GMAIL.COM
AL BAWADI AL ASEEL RESTAURANT has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36668259 or IBRA68AHMED@GMAIL.COM
GOODSHORE SHIPPING AND LOGISTICS 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PACKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33887707 or INFO@
GSLBH.COM
BEST MUGHAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36130533 or TAHIRMUGHAL325@GMAIL.
COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
PODER, THE BREAD MAKER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17231939 or MKAS.
TRADING@GMAIL.COM

THREADS TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33673501 or 
Threadsbahrain@gmail.com
GOLD STAR FACILITIES SERVICES CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34305662 or 
MOHAMMAD.AZSCW@GMAIL.COM
MIAN CLEANING SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33043053 or MIANZEESHAN586@GMAIL.
COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36094012 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
OMAR FARUK MANAGEMENT 
CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66998542 or 
MDSAHARA123@GMAIL.COM
LAYALI BAHRAIN CLEARING SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36551629 or 
DOCZMANAMA123@GMAIL.COM
CKL CONSULTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33932144 or 
KAUSHIKTROJAN@GMAIL.COM
GLITZ EVENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36253266 or MUHAMMDILYAS533@
GMAIL.COM
WE FIX CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33276144 or MANSOOR@SHAHICO.NET
ISMAIL SAEED MAHDI MOHAMMED has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39255279 or ALNAEEM_GRILL@HOTMAIL.
COM
JALAL ABDULNABI HABIB / MEFTAH 
ALFARAJ - 9822 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SEAMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38224006 or 
AKRAWE777@GMAIL.COM
ALI ABDULRAZZAQ ALI KADHIM (NOOR 
ALMIQAT2/12719) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FISHERMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39128221 or BU.ISA.
HAQ@HOTMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
MUBARAK ABDULLA YAQOOB ( 
MASHAHED ALSHARQ / 12364 ) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FISHERMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33373009 or UBOMOH2013@HOTAMALL.
COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36552200 or 
abuobaidgroup@gmail.com
The Seat Shop For auto Upholstery has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38304039 or AANTAKYA@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL 
TRADE SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17556665 or careers@
bh.lulumea.com
The K - Hotel has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17360000 or hussain.
abbas@gulfhotelbahrain.com
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
HOZTI SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36418103 or 
HOZTIBH@GMAIL.COM
ARSLAN MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 

contact 35635406
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
TRIDENT REFRACTORY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON ASST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35359447 or KHULOOD133@GMAIL.COM
ABUOBAID CONTRACTING & TRADING 
GROUP has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36552200 or abuobaidgroup@
gmail.com
FADHEL ABDULJALIL EBRAHIM JASIM 
SHEHAB has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66666601 or DHIYA.
BH@OUTLOOK.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
KOOHEJI JEWELLERY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEMIST 
(METAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17530411 or RAHIM1955@YAHOO.
COM
SHUTDOWN MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17742961 or 
SMSWLL@BATELCO.COM.BH
KPMG/FAKHRO. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ASSISTANT MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17224807 or ebrahimahmed@kpmg.com
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
ALAHLAM TECHNICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17785335 or HAMED_996@
HOTMAIL.COM
NATIONAL EXCAVATING EST. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39455537 or NEEWLL@BATELCO.COM.BH
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
ALDEEBIL FISH FACTORY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33347666 or 
hasan.aldeebel@gmail.com
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
LAZER 16 AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CAR WASHER/
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17711333 or AAREFHEJRES@
GMAIL.COM
ALJAMAHEER TALLORING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39646485 or 
ALJAMAHEER.BH@GMAIL.COM
INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT EST. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SHOVEL 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17642922 or intl.transports@gmail.com
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SCAFFOLDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
ALHADDAD CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LABOURER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17566473 or 
DARSHA@ALHADDAD-BAHRAIN.COM
ALJESR FACTORY (PERCALATING 
TRADITIONAL) COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36337330 or info@aljaser.com.bh
ALRAHIAQ Super MARKET has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34413614 or 
ALRAHEEQ.CS@HOTMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
BU MOHAMED AUTO SERVICES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39601592 or AHAMEEDAWAHAB2010@
HOTMAIL.COM
JUST PERFECT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PASTRY COOK 
(RESTAURANTS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39458278 or 
GADEERVIDEO@YAHOO.COM
FADHEL SALMAN ALSAFAR WORKSHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38004457 or 
ANTAKIA1ALUMINIUM@HOTMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 

CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
SUPER GLOBAL CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32118800 or samialmajedbh@gmail.com
ARABAZ SUPERMARKET has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39605698 or 
ALTHAWADI1@GMAIL.COM
RESTAURANT BAIT ALKEBDA has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17262444 or BAITALKEBDA@GMAIL.COM
CLAY JAPANESE-PERUVIAN 
RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17742080 or 
hussein@themeatco.com
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39289289 or 
teamco98@gmail.com
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
AL ASHBAL ELECTRCAL CONSTRUCTION 
EST has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39130510 or ALASHBAL@
HOTMAIL.COM
HIDD POWER CO. B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of POWER PLANT 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17679487 or HR@hpc.com.bh
MOHAMMED EMAM TRADING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39273173 or azizkhalid.1991@yahoo.com
SARAYA CONTRACTORS CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CONSTRUCTION WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17691591 or 
md@sarayaco.com
JOZ CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602650 or 
JOZGROUP@BATELCO.COM.BH
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
ALHARAM FIBER GLASS FACTORY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17777678 or HARAMFIBER@
HOTMAIL.COM
ALKOMED ENGINEERING SERVICES 
CO. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
AIR-CONDITIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17698500 or 
ALKOMED@BATELCO.COM.BH
JAFAR ALTAITOON FRUIT & VEGITABLE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39151413 or 3838G7GG@GMAIL.
COM
DES PARDES PAKISTANI RESTAURANT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66655844 or QAMARRAMADHAN@
GMAIL.COM
MC 6 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
EMPLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17402050 or operation@mcsix.me
SF Wood Decor & Furnishing Contracting 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ADMINISTRATIVE TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17403060 or 
asdbh@hotmail.com
SEA LIGHT MARINE CONTRACTING has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RIGGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39460331 or SEALIGHT@BATELCO.COM.BH
Clean and green services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17792434 or 
cleangreenbh@gmail.com
Al-Raya Shopping Centre W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
MAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39662016 or VIBIN@
ONEBAHRAINHOSPITALITY.COM
SAMSON GENTS SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39699563 or 
AL.GUNNERS@HOTMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PAINTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.
QASSIM@HERTEL.COM
KARAMI CORNER RESTURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77019913 or zahra@karamigroup.com
NAJMA SULTANA CONTRACTORS. 

has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36278728 or 
NAJMASULTANACONTRACTORS@GMAIL.
COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER/OPERATOR(SHOVEL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39334023 or 
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
TOURISM SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39520900 or tourismserv@gmail.com
BANDA BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39456533 or PANDA@
BATELCO.COM.BH
HOOD HOME PUBLICITY AND 
ADVERTISING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRINTER(COLORS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33554733 or 
HODHOME@OUTLOOK.COM
Al Helli Supermarket B.S.C Closed has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877209 or HANAN@ALHELLI.COM
ALROWISH CONSTRCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17592120 or 
hani_814@hotmail.com
Hertel W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36633899 or MOHAMMED.
QASSIM@HERTEL.COM
S K G Publicity and Advertising Co. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39517565 or SKGBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM
BASPA bahrain automotive services,spare 
parts & accessories W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CAR WASHER/CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17005343 or BASPAWLL@GMAIL.COM
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17737000 or h.s.m1111@gmail.com
HAQ NAWAZ BUILDING COMPLETION 
AND DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33495428 or HAQNAWAZCONTRACTING1@
GMAIL.COM
ISMAIL ABDULHAMEED DARWISH has a 
vacancy for the occupation of AUTOMOBILES 
MECHANIC, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39648828 or Muhammadirfan3372@
GMAIL.COM
HUDA EBRAHIM HASAN MOHARAM has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38433320 or ANIMESTORE_BH@HOTMAIL.
COM
FAROUJ ABU ALABD W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36309300 or 
ahmed.hosni.info@gmail.com
ABARRANE INTERIORS AND 
CONTRACTING WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN(BUILDINGS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39955261 or ABARRANEBAH@GMAIL.COM
SAMS VAPE TRADING W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38840001 or 
HUSSAIN@VAPEMAN.CO
DROPS SWEET WATER W.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17877218 or INFO@DROPSBAHRAIN.COM
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17382228 or 
MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
ARLA FOODS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17464562 or HRBH@
ARLAFOODS.COM
Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17500791 or hr@
seven-energy.com
MUNICH SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37392919 or 
ENAYEF082@GMAIL.COM
MANAMA GATE TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17230040 or ZUHAIR_MAJEED@HOTMAIL.COM
TRAVERSE INTERNATIONAL INSULATION 
MATERIALS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33341988 or 
GUNA@TRAVERSE.SG
SAMUNDRI CARGO BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33766412 or 
SAMUNDRICARGO434@GMAIL.COM
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SSP Bahrain WLL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17210389 or tomas@
sspbahrain.com
TRUST ELECTROMECHANICAL 
SERVICES COMPANY W.L.L. (TEMCO) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17735142 or HAIDER@TEMCO-BH.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
Abdul Rahman Ali Al Saad Power Projects 
Co W l l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17273330 or BEENA.B@
ALSAADPROJECTS.COM
GLOBAL STEEL CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17789486 or admin@globalsteelbh.com
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 17312220 or 
AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.COM.BH
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39405504 or 
WORLDSERVICES1988@GMAIL.COM
MINAAL PUBLICITY & ADVERTISING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38441357 or RAFAYSALMANSERVICES@
GMAIL.COM
SAIF AND HARJIT CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33621007 or 
BHHARJIT64@GMAIL.COM
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17312220 or 
AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.COM.BH
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or HR@RAMSIS.COM.BH
KUWAIT LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 36999990 or 
SEPTEMBER-9559@HOTMAIL.COM
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of ROOM 
ATTENDANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17580000 or rc.bahrz.hr@
ritzcarlton.com
AL ZAHRANI FOR DELIVERY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17533524 or 
ABUAMMARMM@YAHOO.COM
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLERK, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17312220 or 
AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.COM.BH
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASON, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830330 or info@esmaelylenzohm.
com
HAIDER WOODEN WORK FACTORY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33315911 or info@haiderwood.com
AL QALLAF PEST CONTROL AND 
CLEANING SERVICES has a vacancy 

for the occupation of PEST CONTROL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17643606 or AL_QALLAF_PEST_
CONTROL@HOTMAIL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36094012 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.BH
360 gym has a vacancy for the occupation of 
RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33100742
POSWAL CARGO SERVICE CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33886097 or POSWAL.SPC@GMAIL.COM
TWO CORNERS CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33939913 or ATTOOLY@HOTMAIL.COM
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SCAFFOLDER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17312220 or 
AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.COM.BH
BHASURI TRADING & TAILORING SIMPLE 
COMMANDITE COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 35595190 or INFO.
BHASURI@GMAIL.COM
Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17500791 or 
hr@seven-energy.com
KHALID IRSHAD CARGO & LOGISTICS 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39655972 or KHALIDKANWAL9232@
GMAIL.COM
AL HABIB LOGISTICS CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CUSTOMER 
SERVICES AGENT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33846661 or 
DELMONPALACECONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17312220 or 
AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.COM.BH
ALDANA HOLDINGS CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PROJECTS 
COORDINATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34600553 or MOHD.
AL3MMARI@GMAIL.COM
SENORITA CLEANING AND 

MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36527021 or 
SENORITA.BAH@GMAIL.COM
GALAXY INNOVATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34568833 or 
vinlum@galaxy-events.me
HHH REPAIRING WORKSHOP W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37212200 or MUSTAFA32.BH@GMAIL.COM
Misbah Metal & Wood Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17630416 or GENUINEFABRICATION@
HOTMAIL.COM
DIGITAL DOT COMPUTER INSTALLATION 
Bahraini partnership company has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35301525 or DIGITALDOTBH@GMAIL.COM
NASSER SAEED AL-HAJRI 
CORPORATION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17312220 or 
AHCGLOBE@BATELCO.COM.BH

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
CONTINUED
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Rajasthan survive Dhoni-Jadeja 
scare to top IPL table 
AFP | Chennai

Rajasthan Royals survived 
a late blitz from M.S. 
Dhoni, in his landmark 

200th match as captain of Chen-
nai Super Kings, and Ravindra 
Jadeja to prevail in a last-ball 
IPL finish yesterday. 

Chasing 176 for victory, Chen-
nai were 113-6 when Dhoni (32) 
joined Jadeja (25) and the pair 
put on an unbeaten stand of 59 
but fell short of Rajasthan's 175-
8 by three runs. 

Dhoni, 41, rolled back the 
years as he smashed Sandeep 
Sharma for two sixes in the final 
over with Chennai needing 21 to 
win from the last six balls. 

But the medium-pace bowler, 
who started with two wides, 
kept his nerve to bowl two york-
ers to deny Dhoni and Chennai 
a miracle as the hosts ended on 
172-6. 

England white-ball skipper 

Jos Buttler stood out with his 52, 
guiding last year's runners-up 
Rajasthan to a total which was 
just enough for the team's third 
win in four matches and sent 
them top of the 10-team table. 

Buttler was helped along by 
Devdutt Padikkal (38) and Rav-
ichandran Ashwin, who started 
slowly but smashed two sixes in 
his 30-run cameo. 

Rajasthan's spinners and 
Sandeep then combined to re-
strict Chennai, with Ashwin 
taking an impressive 2-25 in-
cluding the key wicket of Ajink-
ya Rahane for 31. 

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Cha-
hal struck twice in one over, re-
moving Chennai impact player 
Ambati Rayudu (one) and then 
New Zealand's Devon Conway 
soon after the opener reached 
50. 

Rajasthan's impact sub Adam 
Zampa, who came in for But-
tler, was expensive with his leg 

spin but got 
the wicket of 
Moeen Ali. 

D h o n i ,  t h e 
once premier fin-
isher in the game, 
raised the noise at the MA 
Chidambaram Stadium with 
a four and six off Zampa and 
more big hits, but the asking rate 
remained too 

high. 
Earlier Chennai's bowlers, led 

by left-arm spinner Jadeja, who 
returned figures of 2-21, kept 
chipping away with wickets, but 
Buttler stood firm. 

Rajasthan benefitted from 
some sloppy fielding as Chen-
nai's Moeen dropped two catch-
es at slip and missed a run out. 

Moeen though made some 
amends when he bowled Buttler 
with his off spin after the in-
form batsman reached his fifty 
in 33 balls. 

West Indies big-hitter Shim-

ron Hetmyer 
finished un-
beaten with 
3 0  o f f  1 8 
balls. 

Sluggish Warner under fire in 
IPL after Delhi lose again 
AFP | New Delhi

David Warner is under fire 
in the Indian Premier 

League after the Australian’s 
Delhi Capitals lost for a fourth 
time in as many matches and 
sit bottom of the pile. 

The opening batsman and 
skipper has hit three half-cen-
turies in this year’s edition of 
the Twenty20 tournament but 
his runs have come at a slug-
gish strike rate of 114.83. 

At his explosive best, the 
36-year-old left-hander is a 
match-winner. He boasts 
a strike rate of 141.30 in 
his 99 T20 innings for 
Australia. 

But he cannot get 
going in this year’s 
IPL and his snail-
paced 51 runs off 
47 deliveries 
in Tuesday’s 
l a s t - b a l l 
loss to the 
M u m b a i 
I n d i a n s 
did little to quell con-
cerns about his decline. 
The once-destructive 
Australian appears la-

boured, even nervous. 
Warner’s innings got a boost 

in a 67-run sixth-wicket stand 
with Axar, who smashed a 25-
ball 54, but Delhi were all out 
for 172 and their opponents 
went on to win by six wickets. 

Delhi are bottom of the 10 
teams in the IPL and the only 
side yet to win a match. 

Axar said that Warner has 
spoken to Ricky Ponting and 
Shane Watson, two Austral-

ian greats on Delhi’s 
coaching staff, as he 

bids to get firing 
again. 

He has also 
b e e n  c o u n -

selled by for-
mer Indian 
Test  cap -
tain Sourav 
G a n g u l y, 
Delhi’s di-
re c t o r  o f 
cricket. 

P u n d i t s 
h a v e  b e e n 

scathing in their 
assessment of 
Warner’s strug-
gles. 

Michael Jordan sneakers fetch auction record $2.2 million 
• The auction broke 
his own record of $1.5 
million for sneakers, 
set in September 2021

AFP | New York, USA

A pair of sneakers worn by 
NBA superstar Michael 

Jordan sold for $2.2 million on 
Tuesday, setting a record price 
at auction for game-worn sports 
footwear, Sotheby’s announced. 

The basketball great wore the 
“Bred” Air Jordan 13s during 
Game 2 of the 1998 NBA Finals 
on the way to his sixth and last 
NBA championship title. 

The online sale cements Jor-
dan’s position as the most valua-
ble athlete at auctions for sports-
wear memorabilia. 

It broke his own record of $1.5 
million for sneakers, set in Sep-
tember 2021. 

Last year, one of his jerseys 
sold for $10.1 million, the most 
ever paid at auction for any 

game- worm collectibles. 
“Today’s record-breaking 

result further proves that the 
demand for Michael Jordan 
sports memorabilia continues 
to outperform and transcend all 
expectations,” Brahm Wachter, 
Sotheby’s head of streetwear 
and modern collectables, said in 
a statement. 

Jordan wore the sneakers for 
the second half of the Chicago 
Bulls’ 93-88 victory over Utah 
Jazz on June 5, 1998. 

Jordan scored a game-high 37 
points as his Bulls side tied the 
series 1-1. 

The Finals featured in the hit 
2020 ESPN/Netflix documentary 
“The Last Dance,” about Jor-
dan’s final season with the Chi-
cago side. Wachter said nostalgia 
for a different era was driving 
the popularity of Jordan mem-
orabilia. 

“We have clients in all differ-
ent areas, from real estate, to 
finance to private equity. There 
are many people that are inter-
ested in this emerging market,” 
he said. The price, which in-

cludes fees and com-
mission, came in just 
above Sotheby’s low 
pre-sale estimate of 
$2 million but well 
below the predicted 
high of $4 mil-
lion. 

T h e 
a u c t i o n 
h o u s e 
said Jor-
dan had 
a u t o -
graphed 
t h e 
s h o e s 
and given 
them to a 
ball-boy after 
the game. 

S o t h e b y ’ s 
did not iden-
tify the seller 
but said it was 
not that orig-
inal recipi-
ent. Nor did 
it name the 
buyer of the 
size 13 shoe. 

The sneakers are known 
as “Bred” for their black and 
red color, a style Jordan wore 
throughout most of his tro-
phy-laden career. 

Jordan, now 60, spent the 
bulk of his playing ca-

reer with the Bulls, 
with whom he won 
all six of his titles, 
but came out of 
re t i re m e n t  i n 
2001 to play two 
seasons with 
the Washing-
ton Wizards. 

T u e s d a y ’ s 
sale coincided 

with the release this 
month of the movie 
“Air,” about Nike’s 
pursuit of Jordan. 

The $10.1 million 
sale of Jordan’s jer-
sey from Game 1 of 
the 1998 NBA Finals in 
September 2022 beat 
a record held by Diego 
Maradona’s “Hand of 
God” Argentina jersey. 

Michael Jordan’s 1998 NBA Finals Air Jordan XIIIs sneakers are displayed during 
a press preview in New York on April 6, 2023 at Sotheby’s for the upcoming 
auction “Victoriam,” a special two-part curated collection of sports artifacts

The retired star now owns the 
Charlotte Hornets, located in his 

childhood home of North Carolina, 
and reportedly still earns millions 
in royalties each year from sales 

of Nike’s Air Jordan brand of 
sneakers.

KNOW WHAT
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Ahli to face tough opposition in Asian volleyball
Participating teams confirmed for 2023 Asian Men’s Club Volleyball Championship

• Ahli to face Korean 
Air Jumbos Pro-
Volleyball Club from 
South Korea, Canberra 
Heat from Australia, 
Jakarta Bhayangkara 
Presisi from Indonesia

• Kingdom of Bahrain 
set to host prestigious 
annual Asian Volleyball 
Confederation 
tournament between 
May 14 and 21

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Al Ahli Club have 
learned of their oppo-
nents in the 2023 Asian 

Men’s Club Volleyball Cham-
pionship, set to be held in the 
Kingdom from May 14 to 21.

The Kingdom’s representa-
tives are one of 16 teams from 
across the continent taking part 
in the tournament, which is be-
ing organised by the Bahrain 
Volleyball Association (BVA) in 
cooperation with the Asian Vol-
leyball Confederation (AVC).

The draw for the event had 
already been held last month, 
with the Bahrainis being drawn 
against outfits from South Ko-
rea, Australia and Indonesia in 

Pool A.
Those three participating 

teams have now been con-
firmed by the AVC, with Kore-
an Air Jumbos Pro-Volleyball 
Club representing South Korea, 
Canberra Heat competing from 
Australia and Jakarta Bhayang-
kara Presisi taking part from 
Indonesia.

Pool B is set to feature 
Shahdab Yazd from 
Iran, South 
Gas Sports 
Club from 
I r a q , 

Taichung Bank from Chi-
nese-Taipei and Kam Air from 
Afghanistan. Pool C comprises 
Suntory Sunbirds from Japan, 
Diamond Food Fine Chef-Air 
Force from Thailand, Bayank-
h o n g o r  C r ow n d  G e o 
VC from Mongolia and 
Khaypil Sports Club from 
Yemen. Group D features 
Atyrau VC from Kazakh-
stan, Police Sports Team 
from Qatar, Aspiring Volleyball 
Team from Hong Kong and Ku-
wait Sporting Club from Kuwait.

Ahli are set to be led in the 
competition by local stars Naser 
Anan, Mohammed Anan, Ab-
bas Al Khabbaz, Ali Alsairafi, 
Sayed Mohammed Alabbar 
and Mahmood Abdulhussain, 
among others. It is still 
unclear if they will 
be signing any 
o t h e r  p l a y-
ers for the 
A s i a n 

event.
Ahli recently captured the 

bronze medals in the 2022/2023 
Isa bin Rashid Bahrain Volley-
ball League, and will be hoping 

to add another accolade 
to their season.

Aside from being a 
continental champi-
onship, the winners 
of the annual tour-

nament qualify for the 
FIVB Volleyball Men’s 

Club World Championship.
This year’s event will be the 

second time the Kingdom 
has staged the compe-
tition. It previously 
held the 2007 
e d i t i o n , 

which was won by Paykan 

Tehran of Iran. A Bahrain club 
has yet to step onto the podium 
in the tournament.

Last year’s competi-
tion was also won by 
Paykan at home, 
w h e re  t h e y 
d e f e a t e d 
Ja p a n ’ s 
Suntory 
S u n -

birds in the final.

Bahrain’s Al Ahli Club 
are one of 16 teams 

from across the conti-
nent taking part in the 
tournament, in which 

the winners will qualify 
for the FIVB Volleyball 

Men’s Club World 
Championship

KNOW
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Abdulwahed retained as junior national volleyball team coach
• Bahrainis 
set to compete 
in FIVB Men’s U21 World 
Championship, to be 
held in Kingdom in July

TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Volleyball As-
sociation (BVA) have an-

nounced that it has retained 
Tunisian tactician Saber Ab-
dulwahed as head coach of the 
Kingdom’s junior national vol-
leyball team.

Abdulwahed is set to guide 
his squad in the FIVB Men’s U21 
World Championship, which 
will be held in Bahrain from 7 
to 16 July.

The tournament features 16 
teams from five confederations 
around the world, with match-
es to be played at the Isa bin 
Rashid Arena at the Bahrain 
Volleyball Association head-

quarters at Isa Sports City in  
Riffa.

The competi t ion is  the 
premier tournament for jun-
ior national teams organised 

by the Federation Interna-
tionale de Volleyball (FIVB), 
the sport’s global governing  
body.

Abdulwahed was also in 

charge of Bahrain’s junior na-
tional volleyball team when 
they competed in the 21st Asian 
Men’s U20 Volleyball Champi-
onship, held in Bahrain last year. 

There, they finished an impres-
sive seventh overall amongst 17 
participating nations.

The junior nationals have al-
ready begun preparing for the 

competition, which will mark 
the fourth time the Kingdom is 
staging the prestigious event. 
Bahrain first hosted the under-21 
worlds in 1987, and then did so 
again in 1997 and most recently 
in 2019.

Bahrain have qualified for the 
tournament as hosts. The Bah-
rainis are in Pool A along with 
Iran, Thailand and Tunisia. Pool 
B features defending champions 
Italy, Brazil, Egypt and Mexico. 
Pool C consists of Poland, Bul-
garia, Canada and India; while 
Pool D comprises Argentina, 
Belgium, the Czech Republic 
and the US.

The top two teams from each 
pool will advance to round-rob-
in Pools E and F of the second 
phase, while the rest will move 
to Pools G and H to continue the 
battles for classification from 
eighth to 16th. The winners and 
runners-up of Pools E and F will 
progress to the semi-finals and 
eventually determine the med-
allists.

Bahrain's junior national volleyball team with head coach Saber Abdulwahed, back row, left

Al Ahli's Ali Alsairafi 
in action during their 
bronze medal-winning 
game in the Bahrain 
league (File pic)

Rashford to miss a ‘few games’ for Man Utd with 
muscle injury 

AFP | London

Ma r c u s 
R a s h -

f o rd  w i l l 
m i s s 

M a n -

chester  United’s  Europa 
League quarter-final first-leg 
clash with Sevilla this week 
after suffering a muscle injury 
that is likely to keep him out 
for “a few games”, the club an-
nounced yesterday. 

The 25-year-old, who has 
scored 28 goals for Erik ten 
Hag’s side this season, limped 
out of the 2-0 Premier League 

win over Everton on Satur-
day, holding his groin. 

United, targeting a tro-
phy treble, said in a state-
ment that assessment 

of the injury “suggested that 
Marcus will be unavailable for 
a few games, but is expected to 
be back for the season run- in”. 

Speaking to reporters an hour 
after United’s update on their 
top scorer, Ten Hag said he was 
unable to give further infor-
mation. 

“I can’t give more details of 
it because we don’t know,” he 
said. 

“We have to see how it devel-
ops, the injury. Of course it’s a 
setback and he’s disappointed 
about it. 

Pogacar 165,000-euro watch 
thieves handed four-year sentence 
AFP | Nice, France 

Two men have been sen-
tenced to four years in pris-

on after stealing luxury watches 
including one from double Tour 
de France champion Tadej Po-
gacar. 

The individuals aged 32 and 
37 were also handed a 50,000 
euros ($54,829) fine by a Nice 
court on Tuesday after taking 
the item from the Slovenian's 
hotel room in March. 

The watch, made by a spon-
sor of Pogacar's Team UAE 

Emirates, Richard Mille, with 
a value of 165,000 euros, has yet 
to be found. 

According to the Nice-Matin 
newspaper, the pair had also 
stolen a safe from a couple 
which included two watches. 

In April, authorities in near-
by Italy announced the arrest 
of three men after a luxury 
watch worth 300,000 euros and 
owned by Formula One driv-
er Charles Leclerc was stolen 
from his wrist. 
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